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Generally ignored by duck hunters, these coots in a Georgetown County canal lead a comparatively care
free life. (Photo by Finlay.) 
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The Under-privileged 
For persons who have had the opportunity of spend

ing some time in the woods, swamps and fields and 
of becoming familiar with their inhabitants, it's hard 
to comprehend how many people know nothing of 

· the outdoors and care even less. I hadn't realized this 
until a few years back when the Department had an 
exhibit of stuffed animals at the State Fair. 

The mis-identification of the animals-by adults as 
well as children-was astounding. A coon was identi
fied as a fox, a possum and a wolf while the fox was 
identified as a wildcat, a wolf, a coon and a possum. 
The otter was called everything from a muskrat ·to a 
mountain lion. Now there is some excuse for not know
ing an otter, for they are shy and not too common, 
but you'd think everyone would know the coon and 
the fox. 

This lack of knowledge was brought even more 
forcibly to my attention the other day when a culti
vated feminine voice called up to inquire about snakes. 
The caller said that she and her husband had seen a 
snake swimming near their recently-purchased house 
on Lake Murray, the remarkable thing being that she 
said it was the first snake she had ever seen. 

She was concerned over the danger of being bitten, 
asking what precautions she should take to avoid this 
and what emergency treatment should be followed 
if she were. I believe I reassured her by saying that 
probably over 99 per cent of the snakes she'd see at 
Lake Murray were non-poisonous and that the chances 
were much over 1,000,000 to 1 against her ever being 
bitten by a poisonous snake, and that even the bite 
of a poisonous snake is seldom fatal. The fact is that 
a fatality from a snake bite in South Carolina occurs 
about once every five or six years. Come to think of 
it, with the tens of thousands of people boating, fish
ing, swimming and otherwise amusing themselves 
around Lake Murray, I can't recall hearing of anyone 
being bitten, although it's possible a few have over 
the years. 

It's sad but true that there are hundreds of thou
sands of people, mostly young, in our cities whose 
only sight of wildlife has been of pigeons, sparrows 
and rats, and possibly some wild animals in a zoo or 

(Continued on page 7) 
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FRANK P. NELSON 
Federal Aid Coordinator 

Frank is the liaison agent between the U. S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service and the Department. Responsibilities of 
this position deal mostly with the handling of Pittman
Robertson funds. He also supervises all wildlife manage
ment projects in the state, these duties consisting of both 
administrative and field work. 

Born and raised in West Virginia, Frank received a 
B.S. Degree in Forestry and Wildlife Conservation and 
an M.S. Degree in Wildlife Management from Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute in 1950. He has been employed by 
the Department since that time. 

During World War II, he served in the Army Tank 
Corps. Frank is a respected duck and deer hunter and 
an excellent cabinet maker. What spare time is left from 
these interests, he gives to painting and the piano. He 
is stationed in Columbia where he lives with his wife and 
four children. 

Game Biologists 
The men pictured on these pages are game bi

ologists. All were introduced to the concepts of 
wildlife management through formal education at 
one or more universities. Their duties with the De
partment consist of research and planning and 
supervising wildlife projects in the State. Although 
experts in their field they make no claim to infalli
bility. Their decisions and actions are designed to 
increase or maintain the good hunting in South 
Carolina. ( All photos by Buehler.) 

JOHN H. QUILLEN, JR. 
Assistant Federal Aid Coordinator 

John accepted his first position with the Department 
in January of 1960 when he was appointed Marsh Hen 
Project leader. Prior to his recent appointment as As
sistant F.A.C. he served as district biologist stationed in 
Moncks Comer. 

He now will work out of the Columbia office, assisting 
in the coordinating and supervising of all game manage
ment projects in the state. John will bring more than 
experience to the new job-his 6' 4", 240-pound frame. 

"Big John" earned a B.A. Degree in Biology from 
Virginia Military Institute and an M.S. Degree in Wild
life Conservation from Virginia Polytechnic Institute. His 
home state is Virginia. Married, with two children, he is 
a lieutenant in the Army Reserves. 



WALTER H. SCHRADER, JR. 

Born and raised in Colorado, Walt received his B.S. 
Degree in Horticulture from Colorado A. & M. Before 
being employed by the Department in 1949, he was with 
the U. S. Forest Service and U. S. Soil Conservation 
Service. 

Walt is a district biologist, superv1smg management 
activities on six management areas which consist in total 
of 149,500 acres. Those of you who participate in the 
controlled public hunts for deer and turkey may see 
him on your next trip. 

Home is in Rock Hill where he resides with his wife 
and attends night classes at Winthrop College. Walt's 
grandchildren have the unique privilege of saying their 
grandfather built and flew his own helicopter. 

DR. LLOYD G. WEBB 

Lloyd has been leader of the Clemson Wildlife Re
search project since coming to South Carolina in 1956. 
Previously he had been employed by the Georgia State 
Game and Fish Commission. 

He holds a Bachelors Degree in Forestry from the 
University of Georgia, an M.S. Degree in Wildlife Man
agement from Alabama Polytechnic Institute, and a 
Doctor of Philosophy from Ohio State University. 

Research at the Clemson project consists primarily of 
quail, dove, deer and turkey studies. 

Lloyd makes his home in Clemson where he lives with 
his wife. His daughter attends U. S. C. Much of his off 
duty time is devoted to training bird dogs, quail hunting 
and the Army Reserve in which he holds a lieutenant 
colonel's commission. 

WARREN BLANDIN 

A native of Massachusetts, Warren received his B.S. 
Degree in Wildlife Management from the University of 
Massachusetts in 1958. His M.S. Degree was earned at 
the University of Michigan in 1961. He has been em
ployed by the Department since April of that year. 

Warren is leader of the Marsh Hen Project down on 
the coast. The over-all objective of the project is to deter
mine factors ;ecessary for managing the species, includ
ing recommendations on methods of harvest. Research 
includes such topics as production, predation, population 
densities, nesting losses, migration tendencies, habitat re
quirements and reaction to hunting. He does most of his 
work in the marshes near Beaufort in an airboat recently 
purchased by the Department. 

His interests include the raising of Labradors and the 
Army Res-=:,r,.ves in which he serves as a lieutenant. Home 
is in Beaufort ~he~~ he lives Vl'.ith his wife and daughter. 
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PHILLIP N. WILKINSON 

Phil, a relatively new man in the Department, was 
employed in June of 1962. He was appointed project 
leader of the Pee Dee Management area which is centered 
around Dirleton Plantation in Georgetown County, and 
has recently been appointed district biologist. He helped 
in the developing of this area into a waterfowl refuge. 
The principal objective of the project is to provide a 
public shooting area. Dikes have been constructed around 
abandoned ricelands to permit water level control. 

Born in Denver but claiming South Carolina as his 
home state, Phil is married and has two children. He 
received his B.S. Degree and M.S. Degree in Wildlife 
Management from Auburn University . 

TOMB. GAYLORD 

Reared in Batesburg, Tom attended Newberry College 
and the University of Georgia, where he earned a B.S. 
in Forestry with a major in Wildlife in 1960. He had 
experience with the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service prior 
to employment by the Department in 1961. 

He is district biologist in charge of five management 
areas totaling 77,000 acres. One is located in the mountain 
region and the remainder in the southeastern Piedmont. 
Tom is presently live trapping deer and turkey on the 
heavily populated management areas and releasing them 
on less populated ones. He is also attempting to increase 
the small game on these areas. 

A bachelor, he resides in an apartment in Greenwood. 
National Guard duties consume some of his spare time. 

ROBERT GOODING 

Robert is assistant district biologist on the Francis 
Marion and Eutaw Springs management areas. He is a 
native of South Carolina and a graduate of Clemson 
College where he earned a B.S. Degree in Zoology. His 
M.S. Degree in Wildlife Management was earned at 
Auburn in 1962. His first position with the Department 
was statewide game development and operations biologist, 
and he worked on most of the various types of manage
ment projects in the State. 

Robert is a bachelor now stationed in McClellanville. 
While still a student at Clemson, he was one of the 
successful hunters who participated in the first turkey 
hunt held on the Forks · and Key Bridge management 
areas. Raising bird dogs and quail hunting are favorite 
hobbies. Part of his spare time is devoted to the Army 
Reserves in which he serves as a lieutenant. 



Shooters on the public dove hunts put on by the Departnoent had good luck and 
these are some of the scenes on a field in Chesterfield County. Top left: A 
hunter rises from behind his blind in a millet field to level down on a crossing 
dove. Top right: A well-trained retriever trots in with a dove. Bottom left: 

WARDEN REMBERT JONES, right, expla ins to a hunter how the age of a dove 
can be determined by examination of the wing feathers. Bottom right : The hands 
belong to Biologist WALT SCHRADER who is taking throat swabs from some of 
the downed doves to check for possible disease . (Photos by Brown .) 

Public Dove Shooting Tried 
The public dove hunting program 

inaugurated this year by the Depart
ment got off to a fairly good start but 
results are still being studied to de
termine whether and in what areas 
the program will be expanded next 
year. 

Twenty-one dove fields were planted 
and opened to shooting without charge 
in nine up-state counties. The coun
ties were Cherokee, Chester, Chester
field, Kershaw, Laurens, McCormick, 
Spartanburg, Union and York. Each 
of the counties had at least two fields, 
except Union and York which had 
only one each. Some of the fields were 
opened on Saturdays and the others 
on Wednesdays during the open sea
son, which began September 14 and 
closed October 5. Each of the :fields 
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had 10 acres of browntop millet and 
was around 200 acres in size. 

They will be reopened during the 
remaining segments of the season, No
vember 11-30 and December 19-Jan
uary 15, if populations on the fields 
warrant it. 

Some of the :fields were planted on 
game management areas but most 
came under a program under which 
the Department, with federal aid, re
imburses the land owner for the rec
reational opportunities of his land. 

Director James W. Webb expressed 
the hope that the program will dem
onstrate to landowners the possibility 
of establishing similar hunting and 
charging for the privilege, which will 
give them some return and also in
crease hunting opportunities for all. 

Around 80 per cent of all doves 
fail to survive their :first year and the 
odds against one reaching an age of 
over 12 years are astronomical
probably around ten million to one. 

However, a dove killed in Laurens 
County September 17 by Billy Roy 
Wilson of near Hickory Tavern had 
been banded a few miles away on 
September 18, 1951. The band-No. 
51309939-had been placed on the 
dove by Sidney Lee, Jr., son of Game 
Warden Sidney Lee of Laurens 
County. 

It is not known how old the dove 
was when it was banded, but it is 
interesting to speculate how many 
pounds of shot had been fired at in 
the 12 years during which it had 
escaped gunners, and how far from 
home it had traveled. 
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Quail Is Favorite Bird Of Dixie 
The clear, carrying two-note call 

of the Bob White quail is the most 
typical and best-loved sound of the 
Southern fields and woodlands during 
spring and summer but from the view
point of the quail it's a sad song. It 
means, in effect, that. "I Ain't Got No
body"; but it also carries a note of 
hope that there may be an unattached 
hen quail in hearing distance. 

Despite the thousands of men who 
spend considerable sums of money 
each year in pursuing the quail there 
are comparatively few who have 
taken the time to study them-except 
down the gun barrel from Thanks
giving Day to season's close. Some of 
these men classify themselves as ex
perts on the quail when actually all 
they know is how to kill them; just 
as a man might consider himself a 
qualified forester because he was 
handy with an axe. This article is not 
written for the experts, admitted or 
otherwise, but for the ever-increasing 
number of people who know little 
about the creatures of the fields and 
woodlands. 

First of all, let's take up the physical 
characteristics of the quail. He's a 
plump, chunky little bird with short, 
curved wings and weighs around six 
ounces. In Hight or at a short distance 
he's an undistinguished brown but 
close examination reveals a most at
tractive coloration with intricate shad
ings. The male has white markings 
around the head while those on the 
hen are yellowish. 

Quail are monogamous, meaning 
that one male mates with one female 
during any given year. The two and 
their young form a family group, 
called a covey, that stays together 
until the following spring, sometimes 
picking up strays from other coveys. 
Mating starts with the warm days of 
spring as the coveys break up and the 
individuals pair off, this being ac
companied by considerable fighting 
among the males. The mated pair se-
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lects a nest site, usually occupying a 
shallow depression lined with vegeta
tion and located alongside a field 
border, fencerow or natural clearing. 

From 12 to 16 eggs are laid, one a 
day, and incubation lasts 23-24 days, 
the male sharing in the incubation. 
The tiny quail chip their way out of 
the shell with the aid of a little "egg 
tooth" on the bill. The tiny balls of 
Huff are able to walk soon after hatch
ing and are led away from the nest 
by the parents. 

Only One Brood 
If the nest should be destroyed or 

from some cause or other the brood 
be wiped out, the pair will nest again. 
Actually, this destruction of nests and 
young broods is a good thing for the 
overall production, since it spreads 
out the nesting and rearing season so 
that the production of an entire sea
son can not be destroyed by a spell 
of bad weather. This renesting may 
take place once or twice and, coupled 
with the fact that some pairs natur
ally nest later than others, is responsi
ble for the coveys of young birds 
found in the fall. The finding of these 
young coveys leads some hunters to 
believe that quail bring off more than 
one brood a year. Actually, except in 
extremely rare instances, only one 
brood is brought off a season. 

( All-summer observation of two 
coveys at a Clemson study project by 
Dr. Lloyd Webb, Department Biolo
gist, showed that three males and 
three females did not mate. It is not 
known how widespread this is, or 
whether it is common.) 

The tiny young birds are kept under 
the wings of the old birds at night 
and during rains, but are capable of 
foraging for themselves almost im
mediately after hatching. By the time 
they are two or three weeks old the 
soft down has been replaced by 
enough feathers to allow short flights 
but they are not full-feathered until 
about three months old. 

The covey remains as a fairly close
knit family group, feeding and roost
ing together. The roosting, after the 
young are grown, is in a heads-out cir
cle on the ground. Two coveys may 
join up and it is not unusual for one 
or two individuals to switch from one 
covey to another. 

The quail is an omnivorous feeder, 
eating grass and weed seeds, acorns, 
mast, legumes, berries, several kinds 
of buds and leaves, fruit and various 
kinds of agricultural crops, depend
ing upon the availability. Insects 
make up a fair portion of the diet, 
the percentage being much higher 
among young chicks. Although the 
quail likes to drink water it can get 
along with the moisture from its food 
and by sipping the dew on plants. 

As for habitat, quail like fairly open 
land, small fields scattered among 
woodlands and with patches of thick 
cover being favorites. They do not 
like heavy ground cover or ground 
that is too open. 

Peak Populations 

You'll have no trouble getting into 
an argument over the relative abun
dance of quail today and in past pe
riods but it's generally agreed that the 
greatest overall populations were 
found when farms consisted of small 
fields separated by unclean fence 
rows and grown-up ditches. This pe
riod was also marked by a scarcity of 
cash and the rural dwellers were more 
interested in feeding their families 
tl1an in wasting time hunting a little 
bird that provided only a mouthful 
or so of food, even if they could hit 
them. 

It's hard to make general state
ments, or rather it's easy to make gen
eral statements but hard to back them 
up, but with more and more known 
about the quail and its habitat re
quirements it's probable they are 
more numerous than ever on places 
where the landowner is willing to 
make some sacrifices of time, money 
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and land that might be used for some
thing else. Much land, however, that 
once supported good quail popula
tions has succumbed to civilization 
and its demands and is now planted 
in thick pines or is open pasture lands, 
or supports suburban housing de
velopments or super-highways. 

Predators are not believed to play 
a particularly important part in de
termining quail populations from year 
to year. This is not to say that plenty 
of quail don't fall prey to predators 
for they do, but if there were no pre
dation quail might outstrip their food 
supply. Also, the predators keep the 
stock healthy by catching diseased 
birds. 

Predators on quail and eggs include 
snakes, crows, hawks, owls, cotton 
rats, raccoons, opossums, foxes and 
particularly stray cats and dogs, the 
latter mainly on nests. Perhaps we 
shouldn't have listed haw1s for about 
the only one that is a serious preda
tor is the Cooper's hawk. The soaring 
hawks are usually too slow to catch 
anything but a young, ill or crippled 
quail but the Cooper's hawk, and his 
little cousin the sharp-shinned, can 
maneuver through the trees and 
bushes so rapidly they are a real men
ace. Among the owls, the great horned 
owl is the worst culprit. 

The biggest argument arises over 
the fox-his supporters almost going 1 
so far as to claim he's allergic to quail 
while his enemies insist he'd ignore a 
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sumed a whole nest of eggs. 
Some persons claim ants destroy 

just-hatched quail or young quail be
fore they make their way from the 
shell but most of these claims come 
from persons interested in selling ant 
poison. ( I once came across a freshly 
abandoned nest and ants were crawl
ing all over the body of a tiny quail 
but it might well have died from 
natural causes and the ants were 
merely acting as a disposal squad.) 

One definite fact is that land use 
is much more important than hunting 
pressure in determining quail popula
tions. As populations dwindle and it 
becomes harder and harder to find 
the birds-which incidentally have 
become wilder and smarter-the aver
age hunter gives up, leaving the sur
viving quail to bring up broods for 
the coming year, provided there's 
food and cover. 

The best way to increase popula- _ 
tions is to improve habitat, as most 
areas already have about the number 
of quail they will support on a year
round basis, although there's been 
considerable talk and experimentation 
about the use of feeders with varying 
conclusions and varying results. The 
truth seems to be that there is a satu
ration point for quail beyond which 
populations can not be built up, re
gardless of the amount of food, but 
that feeders are worthwhile in areas 
with good cover but little food. 

$5 steak on a chance of nabbing a 
quail. The truth probably lies some
where in between. The fox will eat 
the first thing he comes across. It 
might be a quail or it might be a cot
ton rat or snake that might have con-

There's no particular reason for this picture except 
to remind you that the duck season is opening and 
that you should shoot only at ducks in good range, 
as are these two. (Photo by Brown .) 

In conclusion, we'd like to para
phrase Henry Van Dyke, we believe 
-and his remark about the wild 
strawberry to state our belief that 
undoubtedly God could have made 
a better game bird than the quail but 
undoubtedly he did not. -E. F. 

The Under-privileged 
(Continued from page 1) 

circus. And these people will live and die without 
having seen a flock of teal zip by over· the marsh 
or a mallard leap squawking into the air; or sat 
motionless on a stump or log and given the 
swamp a chance to come to life; or listened to 
the night sounds of the woods; or best of all pushed 
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a boat through the darkness of a duck field as the 
sky gives promise of lightening and the creatures 
of the day start waking sleepily and the creatures 
of the night steal reluctantly home through the 
mist and overhead you hear the whistling, rustle 
of wings. 

These are the under-privileged and the sad part 
is they don't even know it. -E. F. 
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A setter points, a Brittany backs and a young Wiemeraner follows the trail of a running bird The picture 
was taken on John Boyd Smith's, Sportsmen's Paradise Preserve near Moore. (Photo by Finlay.)· 

Shooting Preserves Offer 
Long Season 

If you've shot on one of South Car
olina's public shooting preserves 
you've probably made up your mind 
as to whether you like this type of 
shooting and the following article is 
aimed at those unfamiliar with this 
growing development in the hunting 
picture. It's written with the idea of 
giving such hunters an idea of what 
they can expect from preserve hunt
ing and also contains a listing and 
brief description of the State's public 
shooting preserves. 

We'll not take up those commercial 
operations where the shooting is on 
native quail, possibly helped along 
with the stocking of pen-raised birds 
when · native coveys are depleted
one reason being that most of them 
have all the business they can handle. 
Nor will we list those private pre
serves run on a membership basis or 
not open to the public, where on some 
the prices may run from $75 to $100 
a day and up. We'll deal only with 
those preserves where a hunter can 
make a reservation to shoot pen
raised birds-quail, pheasants, chuk
ars and possibly mallards-with an 
~lmost certain guarantee of getting as 
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For Hunters 
many birds as he wants or can afford. 
On these preserves the season runs 
for six months, starting October 1, 
except that the ducks may be shot 
only during the regular season on 
wild ducks. Pheasants and chukars 
can be shot only on preserves while 
the ducks must be three generations 
removed from the wild. 

First of all, a distinction should be 
drawn between preserve shooting on 
pheasants and chukars and on quail. 
If you've never shot pheasants you 
should certainly try it, and the same 
goes for chukars on a lesser scale 
these being not as sporty as the pheas~ 
ant but most tasty. The pheasant, be
ing a fairly large bird, does not get 
off too fast and if shot as he takes to 
the air is an easy target. However, he 
builds up speed rapidly and the in
experienced gunner tends to shoot be
hind him, the long tail being a con
tributing factor. The pheasant is the 
bread-and-butter of the preserve oper
ator and from the standpoint of meat 
per dollar offers much the best bar
gain, as well as the best shooting. 
They are wild as soon as turned loose 
and don't "tame up" while kept in pens. 

We won't discuss duck shooting on 
preserves except to say that a mallard 
barrelling down to the pond over the 
tops of the trees is not an easy target 
and shooting at them can be a most 
humbling experience. 

Quail shooting-notice I said shoot
ing and not hunting-is a little dif
ferent with the good points and bad 
points about even. As for the Hight 
of preserve quail, the best Hy "almost" 
as good as wild birds but others may 
be rather unexciting-easy to spot on 
the ground and not Hying as fast or 
as far as wild birds. Another thing 
you'll miss is the thunder of the covey 
rise, since the birds are generally put 
out in little bunches and have not 
developed the covey instinct. 

On the plus side there are several 
points. First of all, there's guaranteed 
shooting. Second, the birds are plenti
ful so you don't have to exert your
self too much and can get all the 
shooting you want, or can afford, in 
a morning or afternoon. Third, if you 
don't have dogs the preserve provides 
them. (You can use your own dogs 
if you wish but the operator retains 
the privilege of taking them up if 
they're too wild and not under con
trol. Incidentally, a good dog on na
tive quail may prove useless on pheas
ants, which have a tendency to run 
and not hold, and a 'big-running" 
dog is out of place on most preserves. ) 
If you want to train a dog you might 
make special arrangements with the 
preserve operator, either on a day-to
day basis or leaving it in his care. 

Now for a few suggestions . First 
of all, you can't just drive up to a 
preserve, pull out some money and 
say you want to go shooting. Make 
your reservation well in advance. Sec
ond, find out all you can about the 
setup of that particular preserve on 
which you plan to hunt. Although all 
the preserves have jeeps or similar 
transportation, most use them only to 
transport the shooters to the fields and 
they are not used in driving over the 
shooting grounds, since they beat 
down the planted foods and ruin the 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Waterfowl Regulations Are _Relaxed 
Some improvement in the water

fowl situation led the U. S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service to allow slightly more 
liberal shooting regulations and this 
year's duck and coot season-Novem
ber 16-January 4-is 10 days longer 
than last year. 

four bonus scaup. Coot limits are eight 
and 16. 

heads are again on the protected list. 
Shooting hours will be sunrise to 

sunset except that on opening day 
shooting will start at noon. 

Two bonus scaup will be allowed 
in addition to the daily limit of three 
ducks and the possession limit, with 
some exceptions, will be six ducks and 

Only two black ducks or mallards 
can be in the daily bag and the limit 
on summer ducks is two in the bag or 
two in possession. One hooded mer
ganser is allowed in the bag and two 
in possession while there is a daily 
limit of five and a possession limit of 
ten on American and redbreasted 
mergansers. Canvasbacks and red-

A 70-day goose season starts No
vember 7 and runs to January 15 with 
a daily limit of two and a possession 
limit of four. 

Following are the seasons limits 
and some of the regulations on the 
taking of migratory game: 

DOVES-Mourning or 
Turtle ( Split Season ) ( Open Sept. 14 Close Oct. 5 
Sh . H 12 00 

Open Nov. 11 Close Nov. 30 
ootmg ours: : 

N fl S Open Dec. 19 Close Jan. 15 
oon un 1 unset 

MARSH HENS ( Rails, 
Clapper Rails, Sora and ) Open Oct. 1 Close Dec. 9 
Gallinules) 

DUCKS, COOTS, AND 
}open Nov. 16 Close Jan. 4 

MERGANSERS 

GEESE AND BRANT . .. Open Nov . 7 Close Jan. 15 

WOODCOCK .. . . Open Nov. 27 Close Jan. 15 

WILSON'S SNIPE OR 
}open Dec. 

JACKSNIPE 
2 Close Jan. 15 

Daily Bag Limit Possession Limit 

10 Doves 20 
0 3 Ducks, plus 2 additional Scaup-

" "6 plus 4 additional Scaup 
(No open season on Canvasbacks and Redheads) 

5 Mergansers ( American and Redbreasted) 10 

6 Brant . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

2 Geese 

15 Rails ( Marsh hens, gallinules, clapper rails) 

4 

30 

25 25 Sora 

8 Coots . .... . . ... . . .... . ...... . .. . . . ... 16 

5 Woodcock 

8 Snipe 

10 

8 

" The Daily Bag Limit On Ducks May Not Include More Than: 
2 Mallards or 2 Black Ducks (Single or in aggregate), 2 Wood 
Ducks, 1 Hooded Merganser. Allowed an additional daily limit of 
2 Scaup. 

""The Possession Limit On Ducks May Not Include More Than: 
4 Mallards or 4 Black Ducks ( Single or in aggregate), 2 Wood 
Ducks, 2 Hooded Mergansers. Allowed an additional possession 
limit of 4 Scaup. 
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SPECIAL NOTE: Persons taking bonus ducks misidenti
fied as scaup will be subject to prosecution. If .the first 
three ducks do not contain a scaup, it is very unlikely 
that you will obtain a scaup on the fourth try and will 
probably take a duck that is not a scaup and be in 
violation. Ringneck ducks cannot be differentiated from 
scaup in Hight. 

DAILY SHOOTING HOURS: 
Ducks and Coots-12:00 Noon to Sunset Opening Day. 

Rest of Season-Sunrise to Sunset. 
Geese, Brant, Marsh Hens, Woodcock and Snipe

Sunrise to Sunset. 
Doves-12:00 Noon until Sunset. 
Use of live decoys, aid or use of cattle, horses , mules, 

sink boxes, battries, power boat, sail boat, or automobile, 
and baiting of all migratory birds PROHIBITED. It is 
illegal to shoot over hog or cattle feeding lots, or any 
grain or feed scattered or placed for the attraction of 
migratory game. Shooting is permitted over grains that 
are scattered solely as a result of NORMAL agricultural 
harvesting or planting. 

The shooting of migratory game birds is allowed from 
a boat or other craft having a motor attached IF such 
craft is fastened within or tied immediately alongside 
of any type of stationary hunting blind. 

GUNS: Three (3) shell limit to all repeating guns. No 
gun larger than IO-gauge may be used. 

STAMPS: Federal Stamp required for every migratory 
waterfowl hunter over 16 years of age. No stamp required 
for doves and marsh hens. Stamps on sale at the Post 
Office. 

The above information obtained from U. S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Washington, D. C. Copies of the Federal 
Regulations for all states may be obtained from U. S. 
Department of Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service, Bureau 
of Sports Fisheries and Wildlife, Washington, D . C. 

JAMES W. WEBB, Director, 
S. C. Wildlife Resources Department, 
Division of Game. 
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LEROY ("ROY") BESSINGER of Bamberg County, the State's top game warden for 1963, is congratulated by 
J . S. Holt, chairman of the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission. The presentation took place at the South
eastern Convention of Game and Fish Commissioners at Little Rock, Ark., in late September. (Photo by Brown.) 

Wardens Discover Strange 
Passenger In Trunk Of Car 

"You're not going to believe what 
you see when I open this trunk," said 
the Georgia resident, stopped on Hil
ton Head Island around three o'clock 

• one Sunday morning in late Septem
ber. 

A group of wardens, consisting of 
J. D. Smoak, Donald Pinckney and 
J. E. McTeer, Jr., of Beaufort, and 
Doive Into and Willard Mears of 
Jasper, along with Non-Pay Warden 
Phil Buckles had been watching the 
south end of Hilton Head Island for 
night hunters. Nothing had happened 
and then Smoak and Buckles got a 
radio call that a suspicious appearing 
car was headed north. The car was 
stopped and was found to contain 
four young Georgians, whose only 
weapons were a couple of bows and 
some arrows. 

Smoak then asked the driver to 
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open the trunk and he agreed, first 
asking that the wardens step back. 
He opened the trunk and its occupant 
was a seven-foot alligator in a very 
bad humor. 

The young men explained that 
they'd seen the gator in the road and 
after quite a struggle had lassoed and 
tied it up. The only trouble was that 
the gator had freed himself from the 
ropes and seemed disinclined to leave 
the trunk. 

The Georgians were asked to return 
the gator to where they had picked 
it up but a struggle of over an hour 
took place before they could get it 
from the trunk. 

---SCWRC---

Afthough the beaver builds dams, 
canals and reservoirs which last for 
years, its intelligence is rated at only 
50, compared to a horse's or dog's 100. 

Preserves 
(Continued from page 8) 

cover. If you're not much in the walk
ing line, you should check on this 
when making your reservation. 

As for the prices, on most of the 
preserves they run about $2.50 a 
quail, $3 to $3.50 a chukar and $5 a 
pheasant. The methods of charging 
vary, although most charge a flat min
imum with a guaranteed kill of acer
tain number of birds and all above 
that at a regular rate. 

No special license, outside of regu
lar hunting license, is required of 
State residents and non-residents may 
purchase a year's preserve license for 
$5.25, good only on preserves. Li
censes may be secured at the preserve. 

A list of preserves open to the pub
lic, as of October 1, follows: 

Swamp Fox Shooting Preserve, 
Walterboro. 

John Boyd Smith, Sportsman's Para
dise, Rt. 1, Moore. 

J. Pringle Scheider, Honey Horn 
Shooting P r e s e r v e , Hilton Head 
Island. 

Terry Pasture Shooting Preserve, 
Medway Plantation, Mt. Holly. 

Circle H Shooting Preserve, Mrs. 
Mary Funderburk, Box 175, Ridge
way. 

Pine Hill Shooting Preserve, Frank 
Hill, RFD 5, Union. 

Hunting, Inc., Camden. 
We are not making recommenda

tions as to any particular place and 
suggest that anyone wishing to shoot 
contact the preserve as to available 
game, rates, etc. 

All the preserves provide guides; in 
fact, they insist on a guide accom
panying each hunting party. 

-E. F. 
---SCWRC.---

Quite often during the year we re
ceive calls asking for the names and 
addresses of taxidermists and in the 
next issue will run a list of all we can 
learn about. Meanwhile, we'll start it 
off by giving the name of one in the 
Greenville area-Jack C. Candler, Rt. 
3, Pelzer. 
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Wardens Assist In Safety Training 

The first official class of Hunter Safety Instruction was held in August at the 
St. Andrews Shopping Center in North Charleston. AL CA NN O N of Charleston, 
assisted by Game Wardens HERMAN CROS BY , Colleton, and FRED WALTERS, 
Dorchester, conducted the class . Nine boys graduated alter taking the National 
Rifle Association classes in gun parts and nomenclature. ballistics. shooting in-

VoL. 10, No. 4-FALL, 1963 

struction and proper gun care and handling. Top left: CANNON and CROSBY 
observe one of the young shooters. Top right: WALTERS watches while CANNON 
give a shooter instructions. Bottom left: The graduating class with instructors . 
Bottom right: Supervisor A. M. (" MAC") FLO OD of Moncks Corner presents 
certificates to the graduates. ( Photos by Brown .) 
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CARL LIGHTFOOT, left, president of the South Carolina Fox Hunters Association; the hounds follow a hot scent down a paved road, only a few minutes behind GERALD SIMMONS of Virginia, master of the hounds; and Kershaw Warden the fox. (Photos by Buehler.) 
REESE JONES at the State trials in September near Camden. At the right some of 

Good Marsh Hen Shooting Is Predicted 
Marsh hen production along the South Carolina coast 

was the best in several years and indications are for 
good shooting, according to Warren Blandin, project 
leader for the Department's marsh hen study. 

Blandin points out that the marsh hens are extremely 
under-harvested and could stand much more hunting 
pressure. There are around 300,000 acres of marsh hen 
territory with no posted areas. 

The season runs October 1 through December 9. 

Following are the high tides which provide the best 
hunting: 

Marsh Hen Tides-1963 

High Tide Height 
Month Day Date (Hunting Island) of Tide 

OCTOBER 
Thurs. 31 . .. .. 06.27 8.7° 

NOVEMBER 

DECEMBER 

Fri. 
Sat. 
Sun. 
Mon. 
Tues. 
Wed. 
Fri. 
Sat. 

Sun. 
Mon. 
Tues. 

• Best marsh hen tides. 

1 ......... . 07.18 
2 . . .. 08.07 
3 . . .08.59 
4 . . ..... 09.51 
5 ....... . .. 10.43 
6 . 11.41 

29 . . .. 06.06 
30 . . .07.00 

1. .. 07.52 
2. . . 08.44 
3 . . . 09.36 

9.1° 
9.3° 
9.2° 
9.0° 
8.5° 
8.0 
8.5° 
8.9 

9.0° 
8.9° 
8.6° 

Dove hunters should put their 
fears at rest over the horrendous sug
gestion in Congress to take the dove 
off the game bird list and classify him 
as a protected songbird on a nation
wide basis. ( Any state has the right 
to do this locally and at present 18 
states protect the dove, all these states 

being in the northeast and north cen
tral sections.) 

"Despite the fact that more mourning 
doves are harvested than any other 
species of game bird in North Ameri
ca ( about 20 million annually), the 
continental dove population increased 
steadily between 1953 and 1961. In 
1961, the population index was 30 
per cent above the index in 1953." 
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Dove hunting states unanimously 
opposed the bill and received strong 
support from the Interior Department 
and its Bureau of Sports Fisheries and 
Wildlife. Assistant Secretary of the 
Interior Frank P. Briggs stated that: 

SoUTH CAROLINA WILDLIFE 



Carolna Widlifi-
the Cottontail Rabbit 

Habitat and Body Characteristics 
Eastern cottontail rabbits may be found throughout 

South Carolina, primarily where there are combinations 
of open woods, heavily vegetated fields, cropland and 
abundant edge zones. An edge is the transition between 
field and forest or field and swamp. 

Although, in coloration and size, the cottontail is very 
similar to the swamp rabbit, it has characteristics which 
distinguish it from all others. The back and head are 
covered with brownish fur that is speckled with gray, 
black and white. This fur is dark gray at the base. Under
neath parts, including the tail, are white. The nape of 
the neck is covered with a distinct rust-colored patch. 

Mature adults weigh up to four pounds and may attain 
a length of 19 inches. 

Habits 
The cottontail is primarily a nocturnal animal, feeding 

in late evening, night and early morning. Its diet consists 
mainly of green vegetation, but in winter twig tips and 
bark may be eaten. 

Rabbits are herbivorous, meaning they eat only plant 
foods. Their main enemies are the carnivorous (flesh
eating) fox and great horned owl and man. Roving cats 
and dogs take a large number of young. 

Reproduction 
On the average, four litters per year are produced

the first in early spring. The nest is a shallow depression 
in the ground, lined with grass and fur from the female's 
body. Up to nine per litter may be born, but the average 
is five. The young are blind and naked at birth. After 
two weeks their eyes are opened, they are well-furred 
and leave the nest. Normally the young will reproduce the 

r 
r ~::-, ~IJ, 

~ 

l!:. ~"-1---
following spring, but occasionally will reproduce the 
same year. 

Diseases and Economic Values 
Rabbits are carriers of many diseases and parasites. 

Tularemia, a disease which can be transmitted to 
humans, is the most serious. For this reason, a sick or 
sluggish rabbit should never be handled. Persons cleaning • 
the game should always wear rubber gloves and the 
meat should be cooked thoroughly before eating. 

Their economic value is controversial. To the farmer, 
they are pests which destroy farm crops and orchard 
trees, but to the hunter they are a source of hunting 
recreation and table food. Some hunt the cottontail with 
rabbit hounds, preferably beagles, while others flush this 
speedy target from brush piles and heavily vegetated 
fields, without the aid of dogs. 

Outlook 
The rabbit is one species that has benefited from 

m;m's clearing the forests and cultivating the fields. With 
each new farm, edge zones are created. Today with in
creased edge zone habitats, there are probably more 
rabbits than in the days before the white man. However, 
"clean" farming has hurt the population in some areas. 

-Art Buehler. 

Know Your Ducks 
and Avoid Trouble 

cuses that a hunter shot the wrong 
duck by "mistake," the Department 
said. 

other organizations can obtain a spe
cial 25 percent discount on all orders 
of 100 copies or more. 

The Department of the Interior 
urges that every waterfowl hunter tak
ing to the field this fall equip himself 
with a thorough knowledge of the 
ducks and geese he seeks. 

This year's waterfowl regulations 
again stress the need for hunters to 
recognize their quarry before they 
pull the trigger. Enforcement officers 
probably will take a dim view of ex-
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To assist hunters this year, the De
partment has published a handy 24-
page color waterfowl identification 
guide, "Ducks at a Distance." Copies 
can be purchased for 25 cents each 
from the Superintendent of Docu
ments, Government Printing Office, 
Washington, D. C. 20402. 

The Department noted that sports
men's clubs, conservation groups and 

---SCWRC- ---

The whitetail deer, under normal 
conditions, seems to require no more 
than one-half square mile of living 
space. 

Recorded observations of the mi
gration of birds dates back 3,000 
years to the time of Hesiod, Homer, 
Herodotus and Aristotle. 
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National Fox Trials Set For Camden 
Followers of the hounds from many 

states will gather at Camden the week 
of November 10-16 for the 70th an
nual field trials and bench show of 
the National Foxhunting Association. 
The trials are being held at Camden 
for the second straight year, last 
year's event having been so success
ful and visitor-pleasing that it was 
voted to return. 

The decision to return was made 
by the directors of the NF A at the 
annual meeting held in Lexington, 
Kentucky, in April. The South Caro
lina bid was presented by a group 
composed of Fred Sheehen, assistant 
to Governor Russell; E. W. Nettles of 
Sumter, and Carl Lightfoot, Frank 
Rector and Dr. W. Frank Mont
gomery, all of Camden. 

The grounds will again be north
west of Camden, consisting of 45 
squares miles of fields and forests 
along the banks of the Wateree River. 
This is good running territory with 
plenty of foxes and is open enough 
for spectators to get a good view of 
the races. 

Last fall 230 hounds were cast off 
in the Futurity and 371 in the All-Age, 
which was won by Muck, owned by 
Grady Turner of Winnsboro but sub
sequently sold to Dr. Charles H. 
Douglas of York. 

The program calls for a bench 
show at Zemp stadium the afternoon 
of opening day and Futurity casts 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. 
The fir£t cast of the All-Age will be 
made Thursday morning with a sec
ond Friday and the final Saturday 
morning. Trophies will be awarded 
Saturday night at Court Inn, head
quarters for the week. 

Other events will include a horse 
show at Cool Springs plantation Tues
day afternoon and the annual ban
quet Thursday evening at Court Inn. 

---SCWRC---

Edgar S. Jaycocks refuge manager 
of the Cape Romain National Wild-
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Above is the scene after the castoff at a state meet 
a few years ago. Scenes like this will be repeated. 
with even more dogs, at the National near Camden 
next month. At right is a little beagle working out 
the trail of a rabbit. There's no particular reason 
for running the pictures together ecept that some 
people get as much pleasure from one dog as from 
watching and listening to several hundred. (Photos 
by Brown.) 

life Refuge near McClellanville, re
tired September 30 after 28 years of 
federal service. 

Prior to coming to Cape Romain 
in 1957, he had been refuge manager 
for 14 years at Savannah National 
Wildlife Refuge and before then had 
been assistant refuge manager at 
Delta National Wildlife Refuge for 
four years. 

He was succeeded by E. F. Johnson. 
----SCWRC.----

The 3,500 species of mammals are 
a small minority of the estimated one 
million known kinds of creatures in 
the entire animal kingdom of the 
earth. 

SouTH CAROLINA Wn.oLIFE 



Questions and Answers for what he says is a very reasonable 
price. He says the dog is so good it is 
giving his other dogs inferiority com
plexes and that's the only reason he 
is willing to sell it. What do you 
think? 

Q. I want a boat large enough to 
walk around in but small enough to 
paddle and capable of planing with 
a small motor. What do you suggest? 

A. I suggest you get your head 
examined. 

Q. I can't catch any fish in my 
pond. What's the matter? 

A. There are two possibilities. First, 
there might not be any fish in the 
pond. Second, you might not know 
anything about fishing. It's possible 
there may be another answer, but 
offhand I can't think of it. 

Q. I bought a fine-looking bird dog 
and brought him home to show the 
family. My three-year-old son came 
in the room with a popgun and the 
dog went through the picture window. 
Does this mean he's gun-shy? 

A. Brother, does it! 

Q. I am engaged to a fine young 
man. The only trouble is that he 
drinks and goes fishing. What should 
I do? 

A. Marry a golfer who chews to
bacco. 

Q. How can I pick the best hunt
ing dog from a litter of pups? 

A. Old bird dog men may tell you 
to leave it up to the mother. Move 
the whole litter some distance from 
the kennel and the one the mother 
brings back first will be the best. My 
personal theory, however, is that the 
best pup is always the one that dies 
with worms. 

Q. I'm just taking up hunting and a 
friend has offered me a very fine dog 

A. I think you should get a new 
friend. 

Q. I know nothing about hunting 
but the other day I heard a fellow say 
a quail "had flown out of the pattern." 
What did he mean? 

A. He meant he missed hell out of 
it. 

Q. Once or twice a year my hus
band goes fishing for a few days with 
a bunch from his office. He never 
brings home any fish and is hoarse, 
shaky and headachy for several days. 
He says it's due to an allergy but I 
doubt this. • 

A. So do I. -E. F. 

Nine Counties Opened To Hunting 
All or parts of nine up-state coun

ties will be opened to managed deer 
hunts October 25-November 9 under 
a joint program of the U. S. Forest 
Service and the Wildlife Resources 
Department. 

All of Edgefield, McCormick, New
berry, Laurens and Union counties 
and parts of Abbeville, Greenwood, 
Chester and Fairfield will be opened, 
as will the 17,000-acre refuge of the 

Area 
Francis Marion 

(17,000 Acres) 

Broad River 
Enoree 
Carlisle 
Forks-Key Bridge 

OCTOBER - NOVEMBER 
Dates 

. Oct. 25 - Nov. 9 

. Oct. 25 - Nov. 9 

. Oct. 25 - Nov. 9 

. Oct. 25 - Nov. 9 

. Oct. 25 - Nov. 9 
Parsons Mountain . . Oct. 25 - Nov. 9 
NOTE: Shotgun or rifle on Francis Marion 

Francis Marion National Forest in 
Berkeley County. None of the coun
ties except Berkeley has a regular 
open season but they are being 
opened under a special act of the 
General Assembly giving the Depart
ment authority to open the season 
when populations warrant. 

The kill on management area hunts 
has increased steadily from the one 
buck killed on the first experimental 

Forks, Archery 
Bag 

Francis Marion 
( 43,000 Acres) 

hunt in 1956 to 196 in 1961 and 301 
last season and officials expect a con
siderably greater kill this year as new 
areas are opened. 

Full details may be secured by 
writing Hunt Information, Wildlife 
Resources Department, Box 360, Co
lumbia, or from district biologists or 
game wardens in the counties that 
will be opened. The schedule and 
regulations follow: 

.Nov. 13-16 

DECEMBER 
.Dec. 9-21 

1 deer ( either sex), 
all game in season 

Shotgun or rifle, 
1 buck deer, hogs, 
all game in season 
except turkeys. 

1 deer (buck only) 
except doe on 
November 9, Hogs 

1 deer (buck only) 
1 deer (buck only) 
1 deer (buck only) 
1 deer (buck only) 
1 deer (buck only) 

Francis Marion . . 
(17,000 Acres) Archery 

. Dec. 26- 28 1 deer ( either sex), 
hogs, 1 gobbler, all 
game in season 

REGULATIONS 
Shotgun only on Oct. 25 - Nov. 2-=--Enoree, Forks-Key 

Bridge and Carlisle 
1. All hunters obtain a permit from check station on area. Return 

the stub to station at the end of hunt. Check all game at station, 
for weighing and measurements. Shotgun or rifle Nov. 4 - 9---Enoree, Forks-Key Bridge and 

Carlisle 
Shotgun or rifle Oct. 25 - Nov. 2-Broad River, Parsons 

Mountain 
Shotgun only Nov. 4 - 9-Broad River, Parsons Mountain 

Francis Marion . . Oct. 14 - 19 1 deer ( either sex), 
(17,000 A.) Archery only hogs, all game in 

season 
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2. All legal bucks must have minimum 3" antlers. 
3. Any shotgun or rifle may be used except rimfire. No military or 

hard jacketed bullets permitted. 
4. No dogs allowed on areas except on lea~h to trail wounded game. 
5. Landowners' permission necessary to hunt on lands other than 

U. S. Forest Service. 
6. No Sunday hunting. 
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Here are a couple of typical autumn scenes on a Grand Strand fishing pier. patiently untangling their twist ed lines. ( Photos by Brown.) 
At left anglers crowd the end of the pier while at right two of them work 

Archers Ready for 
Bulls Island Hunt 

The annual bow-and-arrow hunt on 
the Bulls Island unit of the Cape 
Romain National Wildlife Refuge will 
be held December 1-7 with a bag 
limit of five deer, either sex, and two 
turkey gobblers with visible beards. 
There will be no limit on squirrels 

• and raccoons. 

Not more than 100 hunters will be 
allowed to participate on any one day, 
and hunters will not be allowed on 
the island prior to December 1. Bulls 
Island is located four miles off the 
coast near Awendaw, above Charles
ton. Hunters will not be allowed to 
use their own boats and must use 
that of the concessionaire. 

Information on the hunts can be 
secured by writing Refuge Manager, 
Cape Romain National W i 1 d 1 if e 
Refuge, McClellanville. 

Stokes is Named 
District Biologist 

Sam Stokes, a native of Pickens, has 
been named assistant district biologist 
in the Northern Piedmont district and 
will be stationed at Union. 

He spent two years at Western 
Carolina taking pre-forestry work and 
received his B.S. in Forestry from 
the University of Georgia last June. 

He is married and has one child. 

Here are some of the 75 boats of many different classes as they churn up the marathon . The winning boat, not shown here, was driven at better than 60 miles 
waters of Lake Murray in a fast start for the first annual 17-mile motor boating an hour. (Photo by Brown.) 
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Comin(j Jn fli{jh 

Early season dove shooting can be hot and the wise shooter takes along a seat and seeks a shady spot. 
{Photo by Brown.) 
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Aiken County Public Library 
P. o. Box 2097 
Aiken, s. c . 

Al Sanders, curator of Natural History at the Columbia Nature Museum, exhibits part of the collection of 
mastodon fossils which were washed up on beaches of Edisto Island and collected by the family of Mrs. Ernie 
Wright over a period of years. Shown are fossil teeth and skeletal material. (Photo by Brown.) 


