“Restoring Carolina Through
Youth Service”
A Day to Give Back

On September 12, 2009 Charles, 16,

volunteered for community service for the
first time. He was encouraged by the joy of
“helping out,” as he removed discarded toys
from a storage shed on the grounds of a day
care center. Across town, Myles, expected little
from his community service experience at a
clothing closet, but later exclaimed “This has
been good!”
Charles’ and Myles’ stories of “giving back”
were echoed many times on
September 12th, as over 3,600
youth and hundreds of adults,
including DJJ employees
and volunteers, rolled up
their sleeves for a day
of community service.
“Restoring Carolina Though
Youth Service” afforded
volunteers an opportunity
to donate their efforts
to projects across the
state—all taking place
on the same day, at the
same time.
By all indications, on September 12th DJJ
did something unprecedented. On that
day DJJ residential and secure facilities,
county offices, and wilderness camps each
devoted time to giving back to their local
communities, to charities, and to the
general public.
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The youth were assisted by other
volunteers and DJJ employees, as
they held food and clothing drives,
organized clean-up projects, and
volunteered at local charities
as part of the “Restoring

Carolina Through Youth Service” project. This
project, coinciding with the annual September
11th “National Day of Service” declared
by President Obama and Congress, was
designed to encourage DJJ youth to become
more invested in their local communities and
to further the ideals of restorative justice - long
championed by DJJ.
“We have a lot of children in our system who
have never engaged in giving back to their
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communities. They have been outsiders—
outside of the community, outside of the law,
and sometimes outside of their own families,”
said DJJ Director Bill Byars. “This is a chance
for them to give something back. It is a chance
for them to see the good they are capable of
doing. And it is a chance for the community to
see that these young men and women can be a
positive force and not just a negative one.”
Service Projects Carried the Day…

At the DJJ Detention Center youth prepared

gift baskets for children at the Palmetto
Health Children’s Hospital. Children in Berkley
and Orangeburg Counties helped feed the
homeless at local homeless shelters. Camp
White Pines and Hampton County youth
visited with local senior citizens. Bamburg
County participated in a walkathon for a local

charity. Cherokee County sponsored a career
information and volunteer fair for local youth.
And juveniles in Union County helped paint
murals for a local elementary school.
Several counties also volunteered for Habitat
for Humanity and supported beautification,
gardening and cleanup projects for local parks,
public facilities, and charitable organizations.
Many of the project organizers were surprised
by both the turnout and the enthusiasm of the
children and volunteers involved. “We were not
sure if we were going to get the kids to come
out on a Saturday,” said Dillon County Director

Rhonda Dew, who organized a cleanup and
landscaping project for a local food pantry and
the Dillon County Health Department. “But it
was a wonderful experience. We were able to
hear wonderful things throughout the day.”
Dolly Ziegler, DJJ’s Orangeburg/Calhoun
County director, was so overwhelmed by
the response that she had to scramble to
find additional projects for the day. “I had 35
Americorps volunteers, 25 TASC site volunteers,
about 25 DJJ youth, and all 12 of our local
staff out there,” she said. She initially planned
for the youth to just clean up a local homeless
shelter and help feed the residents. But with
the unexpected turnout she also had additional
crews cleaning up the local Edisto Memorial
Gardens, city property, and the DJJ office
itself. “Americorps students would be cutting
bushes and talking to the [DJJ] kids about life

experiences.” said Ziegler. “That
was probably one of the most
rewarding things I saw that day.”
Sherri Robinson Hill, who organized
the Detention Center gift basket
project, added “It was an enjoyable
experience for both the children and
the staff.” On the morning of the 12th,
she delivered 22 baskets to the Palmetto
Richland Children’s Hospital. Staff from
the hospital needed several carts just to
unload them for delivery to the children.
“That was the real reward,” said Hill.
“Seeing them take those baskets up to the

sick children in the hospital reminded me why
we started this whole project in the first place.”
There will be plenty of opportunities to reap
additional rewards of community service in
the future. The agency doesn’t intend for
“Restoring Carolina Through Youth Service”
to be a one time event. Plans are already in
the works for next year’s activities, making
this an annual event. “We want this to be
something we do every year” said Karry
Guillory, deputy director for the Division of
Community Services. “It is a small thing,
but it is very important for our children to
understand that they have an obligation
to restore their communities and to be
a part of something more important
than themselves.”

DJJ ISO Named “Best in the Business” by
Corrections Today Magazine

Force, in awarding the Air Medal,
praised Merritt’s “superior nursing
skills, adaptability and unwavering
devotion to his patients.” He was also
recognized for helping to evacuate a
British soldier under difficult airborne
medical isolation conditions.
Ofﬁcers Recognized

R

ichland County Intensive Supervision Officer
Timothy Adams was recently recognized
as one of Corrections Today’s 2009 “Best
in the Business,” in their annual “Best in the
Business” issue. The issue recognizes the
most accomplished corrections personnel
from across the U.S. In recognizing Adams,
Corrections Today highlighted the “impressive
fact that none of the juveniles he [Adams]
has worked with since becoming an ISO in
September 2006 has been reconvicted.”
Adams was one of the first Intensive
Supervision Officers hired by DJJ when the
program started, and continues to excel as one
of the finest officers in the program. “Tim is one
of the first and one of the best in implementing
the ISO model and changing the lives of youth
for positive improvement,” said DJJ Community
Services Deputy Karry Guillory. “Any
recognition he receives is well-earned through
the trenches of hard work and working smart.”
DJJ Nurse Wins USAF Air Medal
William B. Merritt, a nurse in DJJ’s infirmary,
recently won the U.S. Air Force’s Air Medal
Award for his service as a Medical Crew
Director in Afghanistan and other locales from
2002 to 2007. Merritt, who has served in the
North Carolina Air National Guard for over 20
years, was responsible during this time for the
transport of wounded soldiers from air bases in
the middle east to medical facilities in Germany
and the U.S. He continues to serve as a
major in the Air Guard, while working at the
John G. Richards infirmary full time. The Air

JCO Yvonne Grant and Police Officer Donald
Drayton, center, were recently recognized by
DJJ Director Bill Byars, right and Deputy for
Rehabilitative Services Jerry Adger, left, for
extraordinary actions that helped to protect the
safety of the public, DJJ youth, and staff.
DJJ JROTC Once Again Awarded “Honor
Unit with Distinction” Designation
The DJJ Army JROTC Unit was recently
awarded the designation of Honor Unit with
Distinction by the Secretary of the Army. The
rating was awarded to the unit for maintaining
exceptionally high standards of military
training and discipline during the 2008-2009
school year. The unit is under the leadership
of Senior Army Instructor Colonel Robert
Bell.
In 1993, DJJ implemented the nation’s
first Junior ROTC Program in a juvenile
correctional setting. The program is a
cooperative effort between DJJ’s school
district and the U.S. Army. The mission
of the program is to teach leadership,
discipline, and life skills that will serve
students throughout their high school
and adult lives.

DJJ Employees Win State Fair Awards

Willow Lane School Teacher Ronnie Corn’s
original photograph “Summer Rain” won an
Award of Merit in the South Carolina State Fair
Fine Art exhibition. Congratulations!
Also, congratulations to Vontresa T. Samuel,
DJJ release authority coordinator, who won
2nd Place each for her Chocolate Turtle Cake,
Lemon Pound Cake, and Red Velvet Cake.
Promotions and New Faces
Ginny Barr has been promoted to director
of the Office of Community Justice at DJJ,
a position she assumed on August 1. Ms.
Barr previously served as the coordinator
of Restorative Justice for the Division of
Community Services.
Effective August 1, 2009, Brett Macgargle
assumed the full-time position of associate
deputy for the Office of Planning and Programs.
Mr. Macgargle previously served as the director
of the Office of Community Justice for the
Division of Community Services.
Congratulations to Vanetta Sarratt, who has
been promoted to Union County director. Ms.
Sarratt previously served as the Interim Union
County director for about six months. The
Union County office is part of the Piedmont
Region of state and the Division of Community
Services.
Willie Portee, who previously served as deputy
chief for PBS, has been named the interim
facility administrator for the Broad River Road
Complex (BRRC).

Marvin Haygood, who previously
worked in the Division of Community
Services at Midlands Evaluation
Center, is the now the assistant
facility administrator for the Division of
Rehabilitative Services.
Bert Richardson, who previously served
as the Chief of Security and Operations
for the Broad River Road Complex, has
joined the Division of Community Services,
as the director of security for residential
services.
2009 Girls Symposium
Registration Still Open
The Clemson Girls Center, in partnership
with DJJ and Columbia College, is holding
the 2009 Empowering Girls Symposium
“Get Girlsmart!TM —The Reasons, Research,
and Resources You Need to Reach Girls”
on Friday, November 13th, at the Columbia
Conference Center at 169 Laurelhurst Avenue
in Columbia.
The keynote speaker this year will be Dr.
JoAnn Deak, a renowned author and expert
on the emotional and physical challenges
that girls age six to sixteen face in today’s
changing world.
Regular registration is still open through
November 2nd. Cost for registration is $70.
Please contact Chelsey Repokis at (864)
878-1041 to register or register online (and
find out more about the conference) at:
www.thegirlscenter.com

