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”I do not want you to be impressed by me, I want you 
to be blessed by me” is Belinda McEachern’s 
personal motto. And it’s a motto that she’s put to 
good use in 14 years of teaching here at DJJ.  
 
And now “Miss Mack,” as her students have come to 
call her, has a new accomplishment in those years of 
service. She has been named the DJJ School District 
Teacher of the Year for 2014-2015. She was voted 
for this recognition by her peers, in recognition of her 
performance in the classroom and her excellent 
attitude both in and out of the classroom. 
 
“She’s a great teacher who does great things with her 
students,” said Birchwood School principal David 
Fuller “She’s been a vital part of our team for a long 
time, and has played a vital part in the education of 
our students here at Birchwood. We’re very proud of 
her.”  
 
McEachern teaches Graphic Communications and 
Visual Arts at Birchwood School. “I teach drawing, 
painting, sculpting, basket-weaving, ceramics, digital 
arts, photography, and printing,” she notes.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Basically, anything involving creative art, we’re 
teaching it, for all the students here.” 
 
“She really makes connections with her students,” 
added DJJ Superintendant of Education James 
Quinn. “She takes students who never thought they 
could create art and has them producing some 
amazing work before they know it.” 
 
“Working with students here is no different than 
working with students anywhere, really,” Ms. 
McEachern says. “I try to give them something that 
they can take away from here and use in the future, 
so they can see their own potential.” 
 
The work of “Miss Mack” and her students can be 
seen all around the agency, from the mural in the 
BRRC cafeteria to various items in the Store of Hope. 
She and her students even designed the official 
“Birchwood Bulldogs” logo. They also have done 
service learning projects with the Lake Murray Rotary 
Club, among others. 
 

 
A mural in the BRRC cafeteria painted by   

Belinda McEachern’s art students 

 
Not content to stand still in her own learning process, 
Ms. McEachern also continues to pursue her own 
learning goals. She earned a Master’s degree in 
Education from Columbia College in 2003; and she is 
currently a doctoral candidate, pursuing a doctoral 
degree in Educational Leadership specializing in 
Educational Technology (EDD/ET). She was the first 
person in her family to earn a four year degree. 
 

BBeelliinnddaa  MMccEEaacchheerrnn,,  DDJJJJ  SScchhooooll  DDiissttrriicctt  TTeeaacchheerr  ooff  tthhee  YYeeaarr 
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She is also very modest about her own 
accomplishments, including winning District Teacher 
of the year. “I don’t have any one accomplishment 
that I’m proud of,” she says. “It’s that one kid who got 
it, something they didn’t think they could learn. So 
when they get it—you just can’t put a price on that.” 
 
Congratulations to Belinda McEachern, the DJJ 
School District Teacher of the Year! 
 

““AAmmeerriiccaann  IIddooll””  WWiinnnneerr    

CCaannddiiccee  GGlloovveerr  VViissiittss  BBRRRRCC  
 

 
Candice Glover performs for DJJ youth at the  

Willow Lane Chapel  
 
On Friday, March 28, American Idol winner and 
South Carolina native Candice R. Glover visited with 
youth and staff at the Broad River Road Complex in 
Columbia. During Glover’s visit she first met with a 
limited number of students, both boys and girls, 
telling them her life story while instilling hope and 
encouraging self-esteem. She also performed for the 
youth, demonstrating the incredible vocal talents that 
won her such distinction on American Idol.  
 
Later in the day Candice met with some of DJJ’s 
senior managers, passing on a message of 
encouragement to them and also performing.  
 
“She’s an amazing talent and a testament to what 
determination and hard work can accomplish,” noted 
Director Margaret H. Barber. 
 
Ms. Glover, a native of Beaufort, SC, is an R&B 
singer who won the 12th season of popular television 
show American Idol. She is the fourth African-

American winner in American Idol history and the 
only winner to have auditioned three times before 
being cast for the live shows. Her debut album Music 
Speaks was released in February.  
 
Ms. Glover was not compensated for her visit to DJJ. 
She agreed to come because of the youth and her 
desire to empower them to push beyond life’s 
barriers. 
 

DDJJJJ  YYoorrkk  CCoouunnttyy  OOffffiiccee  RReecceeiivveess  

OOuuttssttaannddiinngg  PPaarrttnneerrsshhiipp  AAwwaarrdd  
 

 
Pictured Left-to-Right: Sarah Garlock, Probation Officer, DJJ; Jordan 

Dean, Probation Officer, DJJ; Olivia Smith, Intake Supervisor, DJJ; Amahl 
Bennett, York County Director, DJJ; Janet Bunch, Treatment Director, 

Youth Services, Keystone Substance Abuse Services; Ray Moore, 
Probation Supervisor, DJJ; Valerie Fitch, Probation Officer, DJJ; Vanessa 
Williams, Programs Coordinator, DJJ; Antoine Knox, Intake Officer, DJJ. 
 
The York County DJJ Office recently received an 
Outstanding Partnership Award at Keystone 
Substance Services Annual Meeting and Volunteer 
Recognition Breakfast at Winthrop University. The 
theme for this year's event was "Keep Holding 
On...You're Our Champion!” 
 
According to Janet Martini, executive director for 
Keystone, who presented the award, Keystone has 
enjoyed a long, positive relationship with the 
Department of Juvenile Justice. “Under Amahl 
Bennett's leadership, DJJ partners with Keystone and 
other youth serving agencies to address the needs of 
adolescents in trouble and coordinate the services 
they need to lead healthy responsible lives,” said Ms. 
Martini. “DJJ actively participates in York County’s 
No Wrong Door and All on Board to enhance 
collaboration with community partners, and DJJ staff 
are committed to partnering with Keystone to ensure 
that adolescents receive the substance abuse 
services they need.”    
 
Ms. Martini went on to say that DJJ's probation 
officers are dedicated, friendly, and maintain open 
lines of communication with Keystone staff. And, they 
often join Keystone staff to meet with the client and 
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their caregivers to address issues as they arise while 
the youth are in treatment. “We are truly grateful for 
our partnership with Amahl and all of his staff at DJJ." 
 

DDJJJJ  SSttaaffff  PPaarrttiicciippaattee  iinn    

““DDiilllloonn  CCoouunnttyy  DDaayy””  

 

 
Cynthia Ford, Torrance White, and Joanna Hayes  

stand beside DJJ’s display at the event 

 
On March 29th, staff from the Dillon County DJJ 
office participated as vendors in "Dillon County Day."  
 
"We really enjoyed the experience," said County 
Director Cynthia Ford. "We provided the public with 
an overview of DJJ, community programs, helpful 
information and tips for parents, a few backpacks to 
children, a listing of vacant jobs within the agency, 
and steps on how to apply for state jobs." Several 

people expressed interest in knowing more about 
DJJ, and a few were surprised to know that we are 
more that just an agency who "send children off."  
 
"Dillon County Day" marks the eighth community day 
that the The Original Six Foundation has organized 
as a part of a major statewide initiative designed to 
help provide the tools and resources needed for 
challenged South Carolina communities to grow and 
succeed. Additional activities included a job fair that 
provided attendees the opportunity to work on their 
resumes and link them with onsite employers. 
Continuing education programs and a baby shower 
for expectant mothers were also available. 
 

MMaallbboorroo  CCoouunnttyy  SSttaaffff  HHeellpp  WWiitthh  

CCoommmmuunniittyy  FFuunnddrraaiisseerr  

  

 
Harlem Rockets player John Claxton signs a souvenir for a fan.  

 
When the Harlem Rockets basketball team returned 
to Bennettsville this year to take on the Marlboro All-
Stars in an exhibition game, DJJ staff from the 
Marlboro County Office were there to help.  
 
The annual fundraiser, held by the Man to Man 
Fatherhood Initiative, helps to finance community 
projects. Board Member Patricia Henegan stated that  
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she appreciated everything DJJ did to help make this 
year’s game another success. 
 
“Every year our local DJJ office helps in so many 
ways and we could never thank them enough,” she 
said. “The DJJ staff arrived early to help set up tables 
and guide children unfamiliar with the high school. 
DJJ also purchased tickets for children to attend and 
take part in the festivities.” 
 
Marlboro County Director Tracey McLeod said she 
was happy to help the kids in her hometown. “We’re 
glad the Rockets returned for another successful 
exhibition for the children of Marlboro County,” she 
said. “Our children must remain active with positive 
events. It teaches them to appreciate their 
community so when they grow up to be productive 
citizens, they can set the example for future 
generations.” 
 

DDJJJJ  SSttuuddeenntt  WWiinnss  SSttaattee  SSkkiillllssUUSSAA  

CCoommppeettiittiioonn  
  

 
[Pictured left to right] Auto body collision teacher Phil Tanner and 

Zachary B. 
 
A student from Birchwood School has won an award 
at the SkillsUSA state competition, held recently in 
Greenville. Zachary B. won first place in the "Chapter 
Display" category (Presentation and Project). His 
display was actually the result of a group project 
involving numerous students in DJJ’s carpentry, 
welding, and auto-collision vocational programs. 
Congratulations, Zachary! 
 
He will move on to compete in the National SkillsUSA 
competition in Kansas City, Missouri in June. 
 
Last year, Max R., also a Birchwood student, won the 
Silver Medal national SkillsUSA award in the post-
secondary level "Chapter Display" category. 

 
SkillsUSA is a national non-profit organization that 
serves teachers and their high school and college 
students who are preparing for careers in trade, 
technical and skilled service occupations, including 
health occupations.  
 
The focus of SkillsUSA is to have students, teachers 
and industry working together to ensure that there is 
a skilled workforce and young people are given an 
opportunity to compete and showcase their interest 
and skills. Competition rules are very strict and must 
be followed precisely to compete. In South Carolina, 
over 4,800 highschool and technical college students 
from across South Carolina are involved in some way 
in SkillsUSA. 
 

 
SkillsUSA winning display 

  

DDJJJJ  VVoolluunntteeeerr  RReecceeiivveess  UUnniitteedd  WWaayy  

CCoommmmuunniittyy  IImmppaacctt  AAwwaarrdd 

 
In mid-April, United Way of the Midlands awarded 
DJJ volunteer Carolyn Dease a 2014 Community 
Impact Awards for her 13 years of service with 
Communities in Schools and the Broad River Road 
Complex behavior incentive program.  
 
Monthly, Ms. Dease and members of Oak Ridge 
Baptist Church of Kershaw County have provided 
meals, including desserts and drinks amounting to 
more than $17,000 in goods and services over the 
years. Their efforts have offered opportunities for DJJ 
students to celebrate accomplishments, participate in 
annual sporting events, and enjoy annual holidays.   
 
Because of her servant heart and genuine care, Ms. 
Dease serves as a role model for students, staff, and 
other volunteers. It has been said, “The apple does 
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not fall far from the tree.” This rings true as she is the 
mother of one of DJJ’s own, Andy Broughton, who 
continues to give of himself unselfishly, just as his 
mother continues to model for him.  
 
Surprised and thankful for these honors, Ms. Dease 
recognizes that she may not be able to do 
everything, but she can do something, and in doing 
something, she can make a difference in the lives of 
our young people.  
 

TThhee  ““HHeeaalliinngg  SSppeecciieess””  LLaauunncchheess  PPiilloott  

PPrrooggrraamm  aatt  BBiirrcchhwwoooodd  SScchhooooll  
 

 
Birchwood student works with a rescued dog 

 
DJJ’s “Healing Species” program is an evidence-
based program designed to teach compassion and 
empathy to youth, with the help of rescued dogs. This 
nationally-recognized program is now being offered 
to DJJ students at Birchwood School as part of a pilot 
program, with the help of volunteers.  
 
The Healing Species Violence Prevention Curriculum 
component of the program currently runs 11-weeks 
and not only allows students the opportunity to 
interact with rescued dogs, but also brings in outside 
speakers to work with them in preventing future youth 
violence and criminal activity.  
 
Some students are also set to participate in the 
Healing Dogs Adoption Program, where they help to 
socialize and train dogs in preparation for adoption. 
 
Healing Species is the only student intervention 
program in the nation addressing issues of the heart 
to overcome violence, bullying and crime – with the 
assistance of rescued dogs – dogs nobody else 
wanted. Healing Species is the “first of its kind” and is 
paving a new standard among results-oriented 
programming.  
 

For more information on the program and how to 
help, please contact Sally Mintz, DJJ Coordinator of 
Project Development, at (803) 896-7583. 
 

DDJJJJ  VVoolluunntteeeerrss  aanndd  YYoouutthh  ffrroomm  CCaammpp  

AAssppeenn  HHeellpp  HHoommee  WWoorrkkss  PPrrooggrraamm  

  

 
Youth from Camp Aspen work with a volunteer 

 
DJJ staff and youth from Camp Aspen recently joined 
other volunteers in an effort to repair a home in 
Columbia as part of the “Home Works” volunteer 
program. Youth from Camp Aspen, the community, 
and several DJJ staff helped to landscape, paint, 
repair the floor, clean-up the house and yard, and 
make other repairs while working with the 
homeowner.   
 
“They helped with home repairs, yard maintenance, 
anything they could do to help out,” noted DJJ’s 
Stacey Atkinson, who worked with the agency’s Job 
Readiness Training Center (JRTC) in organizing the 
project. “Several kids asked when they will get to go 
back.” 
 
According to the Home Works website, “since Home 
Works began in 1996, more than 30,000 volunteers 
have joined to repair homes of and bring hope to 
more than 1,900 homeowners, typically individuals 
retired or disabled and living on less than $12,000 
per year. Volunteers include youth and adults, skilled 
and unskilled, from a variety of faith backgrounds and 
organizations. Repairs are done at no cost to 
homeowners and are funded by hundreds of 
individual donors, foundations, and corporate 
sponsors. Home Works is also a United Way agency. 
Repairs are often done in collaboration with city and 
county governments.” 
 

DDJJJJ  HHoollddss  22001144    

VVoolluunntteeeerr  AApppprreecciiaattiioonn  BBaannqquueett  
 

On Thursday, April 10, 2014, DJJ welcomed 
volunteers from across the state to the annual 
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Volunteer Appreciation Banquet, which was held at 
the Bill Rogers Community Connections Center 
(CCC). There the volunteers were treated to a 
special “red carpet” entrance and a black and white 
décor’ that wowed.  Volunteers were treated like 
Hollywood stars as they entered the CCC building for 
“A Night Among the Stars.”  
 
The theme represented all of our volunteers who are 
stars that shine brightly as they render service to our 
youth and the agency.  Our volunteers bring lights of 
hope, encouragement and support which pierce 
through the sometimes dark circumstances of our 
youth - lighting their path of change.  Thank you to all 
DJJ volunteers. We could not touch and change lives 
without your support.  You are our shining stars! 
Volunteers recognized for outstanding service and 
support were:  
 
Agency Volunteer of the Year:  Ronald and Sheila 
Gates 
 
Piedmont Region Volunteer of the Year – LaToya 
McDonald 
 
Midlands Evaluation Center Volunteer of the Year 
– Tammy Hamilton 
 
Juvenile Detention Center Volunteer of the Year – 
Betram Bailey 
 
Midlands Region Volunteer of the Year –
Dominique Carter 
 
CEC Volunteer of the Year – Christopher Weltin 
 
Coastal Region Volunteer of the Year – Juanita 
Pompey 
 
BRRC Volunteer of the Year – Ida Hipkins 
 
UEC Volunteer of the Year – Larry and Barbara 
Lancaster 
 
Mentor of the Year: Eric DeVan 
 

GGoooodd  FFrriiddaayy  CCeelleebbrraattiioonn  aatt    

CCooaassttaall  EEvvaalluuaattiioonn  CCeenntteerr  
 

DJJ youth, staff and volunteers at Coastal Evaluation 
Center celebrated Good Friday with a pre-Easter 
program and luncheon. The event was sponsored 
through the combined efforts of the House of God 
Churches from the surrounding areas of Ridgeville, 
St. George and Summerville. The group included 

several pastors, other faith leaders, members of the 
organization’s youth choir, and a saxophone player.  
 
The program began with songs of praise led by one 
of the ministers, followed by solos from members of 
the youth group, and the saxophonist. Afterwards, 
the speaker engaged the juveniles in a lively speech 
entitled “Turn up for Jesus.” Later, a delicious lunch 
was served, and each youth received a beautifully 
wrapped gift.  
 

UUnniitteedd  WWaayy  ooff  tthhee  MMiiddllaannddss  nnaammeess  SSttaacceeyy  

AAttkkiinnssoonn  aass  22001133  AAllyyccee  KKeemmpp  DDeeWWiitttt  

AAwwaarrdd  WWiinnnneerr  
 

 
Stacey Atkinson, Director of Project HOPE 

 

United Way of the Midlands has named Stacey 
Atkinson of the South Carolina Department of 
Juvenile Justice the 2013 Alyce Kemp DeWitt award 
winner. The award recognizes a volunteer whose 
creativity and passion have made an extraordinary 
impact on United Way of the Midlands. Atkinson was 
recognized along with five other volunteers on 
Thursday, April 10 during National Volunteer Week at 
the Marriott Hotel downtown. 
   
The Alyce Kemp DeWitt award is United Way’s most 
prestigious award for long-term service to the 
organization and community. In order to be eligible, 
an Alyce Kemp DeWitt award winner must have 
worked with United Way for a minimum of four years 
and made a measurable impact on the organization. 
  
Ms. Atkinson is a member of the United Way Board 
of Directors and has served on several committees 
over the years. A charter member of Women in 
Philanthropy (WIP), She has also served as WIP co-
chair (2009-2010), has been on the nominating 
committee, and has sponsored Power of the Purse, 
WIP’s biggest annual fundraising event. 
  
Currently, she is working with United Way in 
developing a round table for youth who turn 18 and 
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do not have any family or support system to transition 
to adulthood. These young adults may have been 
homeless or spent time in foster care, and need 
assistance in finding an apartment, getting furniture, 
securing transportation – basic items needed to 
make a life as an adult. 
  
She has also left a mark on the Palmetto Society with 
her personal donations to the United Way cause 
since 2002. She joined the Legacy Society in 2013, 
its inaugural year, and made a planned gift to help 
youth in transition to adulthood. As a proud public 
servant at the Department of Juvenile Justice, she 
wanted to make a difference for “her kids − kids that 
do not want to be poor, do not want to be surrounded 
by violence, but do want to learn skills and have 
jobs.” 
  
“Stacey Atkinson is a career public servant who has 
a passion for helping at-risk youth,” said Mac 
Bennett, President and CEO of United Way of the 
Midlands. “United Way has been fortunate that she 
has been an active supporter who is a true leader of 
volunteering, giving and advocating in our 
community. She is certainly making a lasting impact 
on the Midlands.”  
 

From http://www.bizmonthly.com/ 
 

CCoolluummbbiiaa’’ss  CCiittyy  YYeeaarr  CCoorrppss  VVoolluunntteeeerrss  aatt  

MMiiddllaannddss  EEvvaalluuaattiioonn  CCeenntteerr  
 

 
City Year Corps volunteers during their visit to DJJ 

 
Columbia’s City Year Corps members had an 
amazing time volunteering with DJJ youth housed at 
the Midlands Evaluation Center (MEC). DJJ Chaplain 
Sherry Highbaugh said the event was outstanding!  
The juveniles were really excited about the team 
building exercises, the skits, and the various games.   
 
The City Year Corps members, led by Stone 
Pinckney, encouraged the youth to use their voices 
and their talents while participating in role-playing 

and acting skits.  The volunteers and youth talked 
about things they were appreciative of during the 
Ripples, Joys and Appreciations session.  Each team 
building exercise and community meeting session 
had a positive message that the youth were able to 
grasp and connect with, said Chaplain Highbaugh.   

 
Other Stories 

 
Julia-Louise Doe: I think people see the fences of 
DJJ from the outside and forget that these aren't 
monstrous creatures. They are people, boys and girls 
to be exact. I know that they appreciate being treated 
as such. Maya Angelou introduced me to a quote by 
Terence which states “Homo sum, humani nihil a me 
alienum puto,” or “I am a man, I consider nothing that 
is human alien to me.” The most rewarding thing was 
making a connection at the basic level of our 
humanity. My group didn't think they'd have anything 
in common to share with me, but we built a 
connection on a love of music. That one thing 
alleviated any illusion of us being alien to one 
another. Ubuntu was very real for me on this trip.  
 
Stone Pinckney:  My experience at DJJ was 
extremely rewarding. The way the students jumped 
right in and participated was encouraging and 
somewhat surprising. The City Year Corps members 
were enthusiastic and friendly in such a way that it 
was simply contagious for all involved.  I was 
delighted and grateful to have this opportunity to 
serve at DJJ. Two of my favorite memories include 
the young men in my group working together and 
pushing each other to share and be creative. I also 
enjoyed seeing everyone including the guards 
appreciate the stellar performances of the students. 
 

SSppoottlliigghhtt  oonn  FFrraannkkiiee  MMccKKeellvviinn  

EEdduuccaattiioonnaall  SSeerrvviicceess  SSuuppppoorrtt  SSttaaffff  ffoorr  

SScchhooooll  YYeeaarr  22001133--22001144  
 

Frankie McKelvin is a jewel of an employee and a 
great team player in the educational program at 
DJJ’s Juvenile Detention Center. The 20-year DJJ 
employee was chosen by an interview panel of 
education and non-education staff as Educational 
Services Support Staff Employee of the Year.   
 
Ms. McKelvin’s attitude toward her job and life is 
often a source of inspiration for her co-workers. Dr. 
Robert Hill noted that she works tirelessly for 
students and staff.  Ms. McKelvin is a self-starter who 
invariably understands the importance of inputting 
student data correctly from the outset, and how to get 
it done quickly and efficiently.   
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Frankie McKelvin 

 
Furthermore, Dr. Hill has stated that during her years 
in the Program Assistant position, he cannot 
remember an instance in which she missed a major 
deadline. Ms. McKelvin does not take credit for her 
great work ethic. She often says, “… just remember, 
it is never about me.  God always gets the glory 
through the people that I have had the pleasure to 
work with all of these years. I have learned from 
everyone.  I have found the answers in each of them: 
love, strength, a shoulder, an ear, a friend, a mentor, 
a father figure, a mother figure, a role model.”   
 

22001133  --  22001144  PPbbSS  UUppddaattee 

 
Within the last year, SCDJJ’s Performance based 
Standards (PbS) team has experienced some 
significant changes while continuing to set the 
standard for the way DJJ conducts business daily.  
PbS staff, who formerly were a part of the 
Rehabilitative Services Division, are now a part of the 
Office of Legal, Legislative and Policy Coordination. 
Velvet McGowan, DJJ’s State PbS Coordinator, was 
recently honored by being appointed to serve on 
the National Board for Performance based 
Standards.  Congratulations to Ms. McGowan! 
Performance based Standards is now in 31 states 
across the country with SCDJJ standing out as a 
leader in this reporting movement. 
 
Under Ms. McGowan’s leadership, changes are 
being made in an effort to improve and make more 
efficient PbS’ data collection, reporting, and analysis 
process.  One effort underway is to have a dedicated 
PbS Site Coordinator at each secure facility who will 
focus exclusively on PbS related activities, with no 
other security or treatment staffing responsibilities.  
Ms. Sylvia Jones is the Site Coordinator at Willow 
Lane and John G. Richards’ Echo Unit, Ms. Naija 
Kennedy is the Site Coordinator at Birchwood.  Ms. 
Stephanie Kitchen is Site Coordinator for John G. 

Richards’ Foxtrot and Crisis Management units, and 
Mr. David Hutto is the Site Coordinator at the 
Juvenile Detention Center. The newest Site 
Coordinator is Ms. Princess Walker at the Midlands 
Evaluation Center.  Ms. Walker will be working with 
Captain Kevin Lawrence, Corporal Toni Pringle, 
Facility Administrator Ronny Grate, and other 
members of the Midlands Evaluation PbS team to 
keep their facility at the top level of PbS performance 
– MEC has achieved Level 4 compliance for five 
consecutive reporting periods!  We anticipate posting 
for a full time PbS Site Coordinator for the Coastal 
Evaluation Center and the Upstate Evaluation 
Center.  
 
Several of DJJ’s recent initiatives is featured on the 
CJCA/PbS blog, to include the dedication of the 
second Habitat house and American Idol winner 
Candice Glover’s recent visit to BRRC.  PbS also 
hosts training opportunities that are available to all 
DJJ staff.   The next installment of a five-part 
Webinar series, Reducing Criminal Recidivism for 
Justice-Involved Persons with Mental Illness, will be 
offered on May 12th.  You can register for the 
Webinar at www.pbstandards.org under Events. 
 

SSeennaattee  RReessoolluuttiioonn 
 

 
Pictured left to right are Senator Katrina Shealy, DJJ Director 

Margaret H. Barber and Max R.. Recently, Senator Shealy 
presented Director Barber and former DJJ student Max R. with a 

Senate Resolution in recognition of the agency’s efforts to 
prepare young people with job readiness skills. Max was 

applauded because he took advantage of developing job skills 
while at DJJ, and is now using those skills in the workplace. 
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It’s gosling time at DJJ’s Broad River Road Complex, as the DJJ 
welcomes new members to its goose flock.

DDJJJJ’’ss  JJoobb  RReeaaddiinneessss  TTrraaiinniinngg  EExxppaannddss 

 
DJJ's Job Readiness Training program has recently expanded to include eight Job Readiness Training 
regional sites, located throughout the state. Each site will operate a 20-hour after-school training 
program for youth with spring, summer and fall sessions—with youth earning a stipend of $7.25 per hour 
while in the program. As with DJJ's Job Readiness Training Center (JRTC) in Columbia, training in 
these regional centers will be focused on job readiness skills training, using the "Tackling the Tough 

Skills" curriculum. Youth will also participate in a 40-hour community internship as part of the program. 

DJJ youths worked with veterans on April 22
nd

 at the Youth 
Industries Building to make burial urns for  

unclaimed veteran internments. 
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Andy Broughton has been promoted to Director of Institutional 
Management for the Broad River Road Complex (BRRC). 
 
Benjamin Dunlap was nominated as a "Man of Distinction" by 
Palmetto citizens Against Sexual Assault. He also participated in the 
organization's "Ignore No More" men's conference in March. 
 
Angie Flake has joined the Office of Planning and Programs as the 
new Administrative Assistant. 
 
Andrea Foster has been named the new Release Authority Manager in 
the DJJ Legal Office. 
 
Tivona Rice, ISO Supervisor for the Richland County Office, 
participated in Ridge View High School's Career Day, to speak with 
students about DJJ. 
 
Angie Rita has been appointed as Deputy Director for the Division of 
Community Services. 
 
Tracy Washington has been selected as the new Director of 
Classification for the Office of Treatment & Intervention Services. 
 
 


