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FIFTH INTERIM REPORT 

SOUTH CAROLINA SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

To His Excellency, the Governor and the Honorable Presiding 
Officers and Members of the General Assembly: 

This Committee was originally created by Concurrent Resolution 
S-371 of 1951 and is now functioning under Act No. 927 of 1956. 

Past Activities of C om111,ittee 

As the Committee saw its mission, it was to study and advise 
the Governor and the General Assembly on possible courses of action 
in the event of a decision of the United States Supreme Court which 
would tend to disrupt the public schools of thi s State. This has been 
and continues to be its primary concern. 

By subsequent enactments, the General Assembly saw fit, with 
the approval of the Governor, to broaden the scope of the Com
mittee's responsibility and authority to include related problems and 
issues. These have been given their full share of attention and have 
been the subject of recommendations which later were enacted into 
law or were adopted as administrative decisions and procedures. 

Since the summer of 1954, the Committee has been in continual 
session, meeting at frequent intervals upon the call of the Chairman 
and, between meetings, maintaining a continuous watch on develop
ments in this and in other states. 

The Committee has sought at all times to advise the Governor 
and the General Assembly, well in advance of the need, of steps 
that might be taken ( 1) to preserve the public schools and our in
stitutions of higher learning, (2) to protect them from social strife 
and turmoil detrimental to their basic purpose and ( 3) to support 
the efforts of those who are trying to improve the schools both 
physically and academically to the end that every child and every 
young person of college qualifications might have the opportunity 
for the best education he is capable of assimilating. 

In keeping with its mission, the Committee held extensive hearings, 
listening to the views of individuals and groups representing a com
plete cross-section of the population of the State. It has conferred 
with officials of our own and other states. 

It has engaged the services of a legal staff composed of some 
of the ablest members of the South Carolina Bar. These attorneys 
have advised with the Committee continuously and their services 
have been made available to school boards and other State and local 
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authorities who have had or who may m the future have need of 
them. 

Previous Recommendations 

At intervals, the Committee has recommended to the Governor 
and the General Assembly certain changes in the laws of the State. 
Some of these had to do with general improvements which probably 
should have been made earlier and with a long view to the future; 
an extensive study of the existing laws revealed the needs that might 
otherwise have been overlooked. 

Other changes and new laws the Committee has recommended 
were designed to meet conditions created by the disruptive decision 
and decree of the United States Supreme Court in 1954 and 1955. 
In every instance, the present Governor, like his predecessor, has 
endorsed the recommendations of the Committee and the General 
Assembly has enacted them into law. 

South Carolina has taken the lead among the states in meeting 
problems and threats to education, peace and good order created 
by the Supreme Court. As matters now stand, any court order to 
force Negro children into White schools or White children into 
Negro schools will result in the closing of the schools concerned. 
If that happens the responsibility will rest upon the federal courts, 
and the people of South Carolina will find other ways to educate 
their children. 

The General Assembly has conferred upon the local school boards 
complete authority to meet and solve their local problems, while in
terposing the sovereignty of the State between them and any auto
cratic abuse of federal power or encroachment upon the power of the 
State and local Governments. 

To meet any foreseeable civil disturbances, the General Assembly 

has conferred upon the Governor extraordinary powers to use the 

full force and authority of the State to preserve good order and 

the public safety. This power is conferred at the pleasure of the 
General Assembly and can be modified or revoked when the need 
no longer exists. 

Schools M a!iing Progress 

None of the laws South Carolina has enacted smce 1954 are 

presently being contested before any court. They obviously have 
met with public approval. 

• The schools are operating progressively and smoothly. Our chil
dren are enjoying the best educational opportunity in the history 
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of our State. Our educators, the school patrons and their representa
tives are relatively free to put their time and talents to work on 
solving the problems that arise from year to year in any educational 
system and to work for the improvement of the quality of education 
afforded all our children. 

In other areas, South Carolina has been as free from incidents 
and civil strife as any other state in the union, and more so than 
most. Our people are to be commended on this state of affairs. 

South Carolina's Stand 
The Committee takes pardonable pride in the stand that South 

Carolina . . . its Governors, its General Assembly and its people 
have taken in this crisis in the affairs of the nation. South Caro
lina's position has been, and is, that the 1954 and 1955 decision and 
decree of the United States Supreme Court are unwarranted, un
lawful and a grave threat to constitutional government in that they 
undermine the basic principles on which the republic is founded : the 
division of powers among the branches of government with its in
herent checks and balances, the delegation of specified powers to the 
federal government, the reservation of all other powers to the states 
and to the people and the sovereignty of state and local governments 
in all matters which are their primary concern. 

South Carolina has undertaken to meet these threats by lawful 
and moral means. It stands in the forefront of a battle for constitu

. tional government, contending that the principles are even more im
portant than the immediate issues. 

It is gratifying and somewhat encouraging to note that this posi
tion is receiving more sympathy outside the South than at any time 
in recent years. Perhaps the tragedy of Little Rock, with the flagrant 
use of naked federal power to invade and occupy a portion of a 
sovereign state provided the shock that was needed to awaken many 
Americans to the fundamental danger. 

Resistance is Growing 
At any rate, there seems to be spreading a realization that, if 

capricious court decrees, without true foundation ih law, and brute 
force can be used for one purpose, they can be used for another. 

Judges and others learned in the law are addressing themselves 
to the basic issues and are publicly deploring the whittling away of 
the Constitution, the final safeguard of all liberty. 

Writers and publications previously hostile to the folkways and 
living pattern of the South are taking a new look and changes in 
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their attitudes are discernible. The problem of race is rapidly spread
ing to other states and communities and is being painfully shared. 

Forced integration is being resisted in states and communities 
where no resistance was expected and, indeed, in some cities where 
previously critics of the South pretended there was no segregation. 
The damaging effects of forced integration on educational standards 
are being recognized and deplored even by some who have sought 
to bring about integration. 

These developments, of course, do little or nothing to solve South 
Carolina's problems. But they do lend a measure of encouragement 
and hope that ultimately common sense and justice will prevail. 

The Present Outlook 

Up to the present, our schools have operated without disruption 
or unseemly disturbance and our people have gone about their daily 
lives in relative calm and peace. Such friction and suspicion as may 
exist are not of their making, but they require that they exercise 
patience and forebearance to overcome them. 

No New Laws Needed 

As matters stand now, the Committee sees no need for additional 
legislation at this time. It would be unwise to anticipate developments 
which have not occurred and may not do so. Should the situation 
change, the Committee will do its utmost to be ready with appro
priate recommendations. 

In conclusion the Committee feels it would be remiss if it did 
not express to His Excellency, the Governor, the Officers and Mem
bers of the General Assembly and to the overwhelming majority of 
the citizens of the State its sincere gratitude for the confidence, 
cooperation and support it has enjoyed. 

Interim Reports 

Interim Report No. 1, was published July 28, 1954, No. 2, January 
11, 1955, No. 3, December 14, 1955, No. 4, January 31, 1956. Copies 
of these Reports are available. 

Columbia, South Carolina, 
February 25, 1958. 

• Attest : 

/s/ WAYNE W. FREEMAN, 

S ecretary. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ L. MARION GRESSETTE, 

Chairman, on part of the 
Committee. 




