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FROM THE DIRECTOR 

On behalf of the Park System, we would like to 
thank Rocky, Sharon and Lew Cato and his staff at Kings 
Mountain for the beautiful flowers that they are sending 
out to all of our parks. The flowers from the nursery are a 
tremendous asset as they add to the beauty of our parks, 
and I am sure that some of us do not realize the effort put 
into this project by the staff at Kings Mountain. 

At times, I think that we fai l to appreciate our smaller 
state parks. These parks are an important part of their 
local communities, and it is very gratifying to see the 
excellent work they do in their respective areas. I know it 
seems as if the larger parks get all the attention and glory, 
but this is probably because they are our big revenue 
producers. However, we would like to congratulate the 
people at our smaller parks for the good job they are 
doing. 

Mike Hunt and his people continue to operate our 
training sessions on a very high level. Thanks also to Jim 
Work and his maintenance crew for the renovation work 
on the Training Center at Sesqui. Our Spring season 
started off well, due to your hard work during the winter 
months in preparing our facilities for what will be, hopeful
ly, another excellent season. 

6f~r>J~ 
Ray M. Sisk 

Director, Division of State Parks 

• 

1 



• 

2 

OPERA TIO NS REPORT 

SURVEY RESULTS 
Quality of work is dependent upon many factors, such as the employee's ability, knowledge, motivation, and, to a large 

degree, employee satisfaction. The Park Division realizes the importance of its employees to the achievement of the 
division's goals. 

A survey was sent to selected classifications of park division employees in 1985. A follow-up survey was taken in 
January of this year. Many changes have affected the park employees during the three years between surveys. We began a 
separation of duties between maintenance, operations, administration, and visitor services. The training program has 
expanded significantly; most noticeably, we went to a forty-hour work week, while increasing the work force for A-1 
employees by a third and nearly doubled the number of A-II employees. 

The purpose of the survey was to determine the level of job satisfaction by position. It points out areas where the 
division needs to improve and reveals others where employee satisfaction has increased significantly over the last three 
years. 

The survey questions and the number of responses in each category are shown below: 

HOW DOES YOUR JOB RATE WITH RESPECT TO: 
Excellent Good Fair Poor N/A 

1. Wage, Salary, the Money Side as a Whole? 3 46 66 44 1 
2. Vacations and Holidays? 98 53 8 1 0 
3. Suitability of Hours: Starting, Closing, Length of Week? 43 89 23 4 1 
4. Location & Environment of the Work Site? 70 73 10 4 3 
5. Quality & Satisfactoriness of Immediate Supervisor? 50 69 23 14 4 
6. Quality of Higher Management? 33 88 27 9 3 
7. The Job Done in Keeping You Informed About the 

Organization as a Whole? 25 76 40 19 0 
8. Your Rating of People You Work With: That is, Peers 

and Supplemental Staff? 31 99 22 5 3 
9. The Job Environment: Is This a Place Where You Can 

Continue to Learn, Develop and Advance? 45 80 29 5 1 
10. The Work Itself? 46 96 16 2 0 

An individual's score can be determined by rating each category 1 to 4. An excellent rating has a value of 4 points, a 
good rating has a value of 3 points, a fair rating has a value of 2 points, and a poor rating has a value of 1 point. Add the points 
for each category and divide by 10. Then compare your rating to this general guide: 

0 0.4 This questionnaire is probably not appropriate for your job. Sorry about that. 

0.5 1.4 

1.5 2.4 

2.5 - 3.4 

3.5 - 4.0 

A poor total work situation, indeed. 

Fair. If you have prospects elsewhere, go now, especially if you have many 
remaining work years. 

Don't leave this job without a good deal of thought. What does another 
particular job have that would justify a higher rating? Try evaluating it with this 
questionnaire. 

What a job! Hang on to this one. 

In 1985, we did not have maintenance positions but I have compared the A & 0 position's results: 

Ranger I 
Ranger II 
Ranger III 
P.M.A. 
Asst. Supt. 
Park Supt. 

1985 1988 
2.4 2.8 
2.4 3.0 
2.7 2.7 
2.3 2.8 
2.4 3.1 
2.6 3.0 

In 1985, when we considered the number of hours worked, we were very pleased with the results. It certainly appears 
that job satisfaction has significantly increased between 1985 and 1988. 

This is the first survey for park technicians, interpreters, and maintenance supervisors. Their ratings are: 
Park Technician 2.98 
Maintenance Supervisor 2.65 
Interpreters 3.0 



(' 

When comparing the overall results, salary appears to be the area that employees rate as the le~st satisfactory. In 1985, 
the length of work work was the least satisfactory of all categories. Now, 82% of those surveyed rate suitability of hours as 
good to excellent. There was an improvement in the vacation and holiday category from a 79% rating of good to excellent to 
a 94% rating in 1988. 

The category concerning immediate supervision is a concern with an 80% rating of good to excellent in 1985 compared 
to 74% in 1988. We have many new supervisors and many more employees. The training of supervisors will be a training 
priority in the future. 

The job done in keeping employees informed about the organization showed some improvement (55% good to 
excellent to 63%). Your suggestions could help to continue this improvement. 

The categories concerning upper management, the people you work with , job environment, and the work itself did not 
change signific0ntly and retained a high level of satisfaction. 

As a final point, it is interesting to note the age ranges of park division employees: 
AGE PERCENTAGE 
25 or younger 16% 
26-30 26% 
31 - 35 18.7% 
%-W 12.~ 
41 - 45 10% 
%-~ 5% 
51-55 5% 
%-W 4% 
Older than 60 1 % 

I believe this survey indicates that most park division field employees are very satisfied with their jobs. I sincerely doubt 
that any other state agency would do as well if they conducted the same survey. 

Good employees that are happy with their jobs can overcome most problems. Perhaps this is why the South Carolina 
state park system continues to meet the needs of the public and the challenges of the future. 

Congratulations to Michael and Jacqueline on their 
recent engagement! The wedding is planned for October 
1, 1988 at the Swansea Baptist Church in Swansea, SC. 
Jacqueline L. Sharpe is a full-time student at Columbia 
College, where she will graduate in December with a B .S . 
degree in Business Management. She is employed part
time in the Governor's Executive Office with the legal 
staff, and is also an agency model and instructor at Millie 
Lewis of Columbia. Michael N. Hunt is a graduate of 
Clemson University with a B.S . degree in Recreation and 
Park Administration. While there, he helped boost the 
spirit of all the fans as the Clemson Tiger mascot. 
Michael, an employee of PRT for the past eight years, is 
the Training Coordinator for the State Parks Division. 
After the wedding, the couple will reside in West 
Columbia, Ed. 

Charles Harrison 
Chief of Operations 

• 

3 



• 

4 

TRAINING AND CAREER DEVELOPMENT 

The Division of State Park's commitment to excellence, 
through the Comprehensive Training and Career Develop-

ment Program, continues on. Over the winter , a number 
of training programs were conducted by the division, as 
shown on the following pages. 

Ranger Segment - Phase II, Nouember 16-17 . 

Jim King presented information relatiue to the Merchandising Section . Here, Jim shows a uideo on shoplifting. 

Ranger Segment - Phase III, December 7-8. 



The January Ranger class takes their exam on the last day of class. .. 

, f .. , 

Ranger Segment - Phase III, January 11 -12. 

First Aid and C.P.R. Instructors Certification and Training, January 18-22. 5 
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TRAINING AND CAREER DEVELOPMENT 

Ranger/ Resource Management 
and Interpretive Services Segment 
Phase I, Level II, February 1-4. 

Map and compass are very impor
tant tools used in Search and Rescue. 
Don Cooper, National Association of 
Search and Rescue Instructor, con
ducts the class on the use of Map and 
Compass. 

Fundamentals of Search and Res
cue, February 15-19. 

l 
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Instructor Don Cooper discusses rescue and the use of a litter. 

Searchers wait for their search assignments in the staging area. 

After all search assignments were completed, the class returned to the classroom on the final day of the session. 7 
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TRAINING AND CAREER DEVELOPMENT 

Resource Management and Interpretive 
Services Segment - Phase II, February 29-
March 3. 

Kurt Becht explains the basics of roof 
framing and shingling. 

Maintenance Segment, Phase I, Leuel 
II, April 4-8. In addition to PRT person
nel, City of Columbia personnel at 
tended this segment, through the coopera
tion of Jack Disher, Director of the 
City 's Parks & Recreation Department 
and Dauid Cummings, Park Superin 
tendent. "We look forward to working 
with the City of Columbia on future 
programs," said Ray Sisk, PRT's State 
Parks Division Director. 

... 
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~~DIST.t1cT 1 

New faces, new facilities, ongoing projects, and 
numerous learning opportunities make for few dull mo
ments as District I enters into the spring of 1988. Thank 
goodness 1988 didn't arrive with the severe coastal flood
ing that accompanied the first days of 1987! 

Thanks to Gene Cobb, superintendent at Redcliffe 
Plantation State Park, for crossing district lines to instruct 
our first course on chain saw safety, operation, and main
tenance. The course was held at Charles Towne Landing 
with representatives from every district park involved. 
Gene does a great job and district saw operators are now 
able to take better care of themselves and their saws. 

Mac Copeland, Danny Mallard, and Mike Doran 
have joined others in the district as First Aid and CPR in
structors. With the help of these men, we should be able 
to maintain current certifications for everyone in the 
district . 

I would like to take this opportunity to say "thanks" 
to a talented Columbia office staff for their support in 
helping us to accomplish many improvements in opera
tions, maintenance, and programming throughout the 
district. Without them, our jobs would be much more dif
ficult, it not impossible. 

DISTRICT NEWS 

Charles Towne Landing-Several projects have 
been completed in the Animal For est since the last report 
for "PARK LITES." Trail fencing and bridge railings have 
been replaced throughout the Forest, and new signs have 
been placed at most of the habitats. The new signs 
provide much improved graphics and interpretive infor
mation for park visitors. Work by contractors is still in , 
progress on the Coastal Governor's Mansion, the former 
Waring home, located on the park. The renovations 
should be completed by the end of May. We welcome Dan 
Bell, Anne Braswell and Thomas Flood to our CTL park 
staff. Dan, as Historic Sites Coordinator, will be working 
out of CTL with all of the District I parks on historic 
interpretation and programming. Anne is Administrative 
Assistant in the office and Thomas is Building Supervisor. 

Colleton-The park crew has refinished the wood 
floors in the Superintendent's residence, and interior 
painting and plumbing have been completed in the day
use restroom. Thanks to Mary Crockett and Ricky 
Robertson for their interest and work on the Edisto River 
project. We are all grateful to Joan Davis for her initiation 
of the project, which has already kindled great community 
interest in both Colleton and Givhans Ferry State Parks. 
Under Joan's direction, numerous committees, com
posed mainly of local community leaders, have been cre
ated and are working together to promote and preserve 
the Edisto as a valuable natural resource, and to increase 
the use and potential of the parks on the Edisto. As a 
result of the project, the Edisto River Canoe trail will be 
opening at Colleton in June. 

Edisto Beach-Ray Stevens and crew have re
placed deteriorated weather boards on the exterior of the 
bathhouse for a much-needed improvement. Park signs 
have been repainted and the porches on several cabins 
have been completely reworked and rescreened. New 
stall doors have been installed, improving the appearance 
of the campground restrooms. The interior of the trading 
post has also been painted and reorganized over the 
winter months. We welcome Bob Strickland as Edisto's 
newest ranger. Bob was previously our assistant ranger at 
Myrtle Beach State Park. Welcome also to Clerical 
Specialist Jennifer Feiter, and congratulations to Rydell 
Bligen upon his promotion to maintenance supervisor at 
Edisto. 

Givhans Ferry-The renovations to the recreation 
building are finally complete and the building looks better 
than ever before. An added benefit is that Superintendent 
Farr and his staff now have an office somewhere other 
than the Superintendent's residence. Many azaleas and 
other shrubs have been planted by the park staff to give 
the park a much improved appearance. New concrete 
walks have been added to the day-use restroom and 
shelter #2. Thanks to Moody and Bonnie Walters for their 
generosity and hard work in putting on a shad fish supper 
at the recreation building in April. Columbia staff mem
bers and superintendents from the district in attendance 
really enjoyed the lowcountry tradition. 
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DISTRICT NEWS (Cont'd.) 

Hampton Plantation-The azalea gardens were 
lovely as always this spring despite frequent visits by a 
local herd of wild hogs who wreaked havoc with the bnck
lined walkways. A program was presented on April 16 to 
interpret the rice plantation culture. Superintendent 
Mitchell had to start a waiting list of those who called after 
the program was filled . Thanks to Stan Hutto and Dan 
Bell for their work on the program. Bob can be proud as 
the new residence nears completion. "P.M. Magazine" 
from Columbia's channel 10, in addition to one of the 
Charleston television stations, are doing film clips on 
Hampton as a lowcountry attraction. 

Hunting Island- Preparations are being made for 
the installation of a walk-in cooler at the park trading post. 
The cooler will have an outside motor, which should help 
with air conditioning the interior of the store. The park's 
new office/ interpretive center complex is due for a June 
completion and is progressing well, with sheetrock being 
installed at this time. Once again this winter, boardwalks 
had to be cut back and re-stepped because of beach 
erosion. The Hunting Island maintenance crew has com
pleted many projects and is to be commended. Welcome 
to clerical supervisor Jackie Jaszczysyn, who is quickly 
learning the duties of her daily routine. 

Huntington Beach-Well, the "J.R. Altman road 
and campsite building team" has been at work at Hunt
ington Beach! The south campground is much improved 
with upgraded wiring and improved pads and roads. 
Thanks to Jim Work , Kurt Becht and the maintenance 
crew for the needed improvements. The marsh board
walk is being rebuilt and should be completed in a couple 
of weeks from the time of this writing. Thanks to Bruce 
Grammer from Engineering & Planning for his work on 
the boardwalk project. Last but not least , we have new 
sand on the beach! The Corps of Engineers is pumping 
sand from the Murrells Inlet jetties onto Huntington and 
Litchfield beaches . 

Myrtle Beach-This summer when campers ask, 
"Where's the nearest laundromat?" the rangers will have 
a much easier time answering their requests . Why? 
Because we now have our own laundry located smack 

· dab in the middle of the campground! Dave Wiggins and 
his crew along with help from Ranger I Karl Walters are to 
be commended for building an outstanding facility. The 
laundromat which houses five washers and five dryers , 
took in nea;ly $500 during Easter week. I can hardly wait 
to see what it will do this summer! New steps and a front 
deck were added to the fishing pier by the park crew, and 
the restroom in cabin #5 has been completely renovated. 
I'd like to welcome Bill Hoffman, clerical specialist , and 
William Chestnut, business manager, to the staff at Myrtle 
Beach. Bill served for 20 years with the USAF, where he 
attained the rank of captain. (He did spend one year with 
the Clemson Air Force ROTC program, which makes him 
OK!) William, better known as "Twig," is a graduate of 
USC Coastal and resides in Conway with his new bride. 

Old Dorchester-Superintendent Charles Cum
bee has made several improvements around the park 
shop area, including recent landscapin$ and the installa
tion of a new door on the park office. Ranger Ken 
Michaels has been out for several months because of a 
lung problem, and it appears he will be leaving his position 
on disability in the near future. Ken has done an outstand
ing job in the years he's been with PRT and we all wish only 
the best for him in the future . Even though Ken 1s no 
longer able to fulfill his duties as a ranger, I'm sur~ that he 
will continue to be a supporter of South Carolina state 
parks. 

Rivers Bridge-An excellent ramp for the handi 
capped has been added by the park crew to the front of 
the recreation building. Another of the many proJects 
completed by the crew is the painting of the bathhouse 
complex. Superintendent Jerry Price and his crew have 
also done a lot of underbrushing to improve the appear
ance of the Confederate breastworks, which has never 
looked better. Other preparations are being made for an 
April 29th Civil War encampment in this area of Rivers 
Bridge. The park crew has received several letters of 
appreciation for its efforts in bringing interpretive pro
grams to local schools and nursing homes. 

Larry W. Duncan 
District I Superintendent 

CHARLES TOWNE LANDING 

S pring at Charles Towne Landing is beautiful 
gardens, warmer weather , gnats, busy weekends and l?ts 
of school children. The gardens have been a beautiful 
spectacle this year between nature's handiwork and the 
tireless efforts of the CTL grounds crew. With the winter 
ending so mildly, many of the camellias were still in bloom 
when the azaleas, dogwoods and wisteria began to color 
our world. 

The weather has been somewhat dryer than usual 
with the exception of one recent heavy storm which 
finally, thankfully, served to "de-pollenize" the lowcount
ry . Many days of continuous breezes have helped_ (to a 
degree) with gnat control, although there 1s no solution to 
this miniature form of torture. 

The increased volume of weekend traffic has resulted 
from a combination of several of these items ... beautiful 
gardens, warmer weather and some large group func 
tions ... company picnics, weddings, the March of Dimes 
Walkathon, Elks Charities Run, our own Fifth Annual 
Founders' Festival (attracting more than 6,000), an Easter 
Sunrise Service and the introduction of some innovative 
programming such as the new "Third Saturday" ~eries. 

Under the direction of Dorinda Harmon, Third Sat
urdays at Charles Towne Landing 1670 has proven to be 
an instant success, with four topics behind us and seven 
still to come. Although the intent was not to draw capacity 
crowds but rather to encourage the causal participant , 



several of the programs have sold to capacity as soon as 
the literature on them was distributed. Using a relatively 
simple concept, these programs were planned to last from 
one to two hours, to feature the natural and historic 
aspects of the park, and to take place (you guessed it!) on 
the third Saturday of the month. Dorinda has combined 
the talents of park staff and volunteers, local naturalists 
and historians to offer a wide range of topics including: 
Snakes, Getting Your Garden Ready, Colonial Printing, 
Pirates of the Coast, the Fiddler Crab and the Marsh, 
Indigo; From Plant to Dye, to name a few. What prompts 
people to sign up? Imaginative descriptions of the pro
grams, for one thing. How about this for a teaser on 
"Edible Wild Foods" ... "Go grazing for groceries with an 
expert in the process of identifying and gathering plants." 
Just as Charles Towne Landing has become a staple in 
programming, it seems that Third Saturdays are destined 
for the same success. 

Still to come in the immediate future are the 17th 
Annual Greek Spring Festival, the Charleston Sympho
ny's Starlight Pops Concert and, of course, several 
thousand school children. On the outside, Tom Perry and 
crew have completed a new irrigation sprinkler system 
around the building complex, and have put a new look on 
many of the larger exhibits on the Interpretive Center 
deck by painting and cleaning them. Will Alford and his 
crew have been busy with perpetual garden work and the 
park entered the spring season with a much more 
polished look that it has had for some time. 

Concerning staff changes, Carey Dandridge has left 
us and we have welcomed his replacement, Jack Fludd, as 
the new Buildings Supervisor. Also new to our ranks is 
Dan Bell, the District I historian who is working directly 
for District Superintendent Larry Duncan but is head
quartered in our office. The additional A-2 help is begin
ning to come in as we beef up for the upcoming heavy 
spring weekends and the summer season. 

We close for now, wishing you an enjoyable "rest of 
the spring" and a "hit the ground running" kind of sum
mer. 

Robert M. Badger 
Public Information Specialist II 

EDISTO BEACH 

We know that spring has arrived! The parking 
fee station is open, the trading post is open, the camp
ground is full and it is time for another issue of "Park 
Lites!" 

Park use is down a little from last year, but by the time 
you read this issue the number of campers should be up 
again. The park cabins are booked up until fall and are 
starting to fill up for the fall season. Camping reservations 
are getting good use with 578 reservations made so far this 
year. 

The ranger staff is keeping busy working on camping 
reservations along with giving nature walks and other 
various assigned duties. 

The maintenance staff has worked on a number of 
projects, and has a few more to complete. This is also the 
time of year when grass cutting becomes a major part of 
the work. This, along with larger daily cleanups and more 
frequent cabin cleanings, keeps the maintenance staff 
busy. 

The park staff has had a few changes since last 
season. Jennifer Feiter is the new park clerk, Bob Strick
land is our newest Ranger I, while Pete Steele and Tony 
Watson are our newest technicians. Rydell Bligen was 
promoted from Park Tech to Building Supervisor, so the 
only positions to remain unchanged from last season are 
the Ranger Ill and yours truly! Suzanne McKillop, one of 
our park technicians, plans to increase the park family by 
delivering a little park technician by the end of August , 
and we congratulate her! 

We invite you to come by and visit us anytime you are 
in the lowcountry. 

The staff at Edisto Beach wishes you a safe and 
successful season. 

GIVHANS FERRY 

Ray T. Stevens 
Superintendent 

~ring has arrived and the park is really pretty! 
We have received many favorable comments on the 
cross tie landscaping and the shrubbery from Kings Moun
tain State Park. The wild flowers are exceptionally beauti
ful this year and the Lowcountry Wildflower Walks April 8 
and 9 were highly successful. Most of the people said they 
would be back for the next program and would attend 
other events at other state parks. Thanks go to Mark 
Dutton for a well-conducted tour. 

Our cabin and camping use is up over last year and 
we are looking forward to a very busy summer season. 
The new Canoe Trail on the Edisto River should bring 
many more visitors. Thanks to Joan Davis , Mr. Lawr
ence, Dan Turpin, Mark Crockett and others, this new 
project will be successful. 

The recreation building is finished and we are very 
proud of it and the new park office. To celebrate the 
occasion, we had a fish fry April 15 for district and Colum
bia office employees. Ranger Moody Walters and his wife 
Bonnie fried the fish, District Superintendent Larry 
Duncan cooked the hushpuppies and my wife Elaine and I 
were the official "Welcoming Committee!" Thanks to 
those that joined us for an evening of good fellowship and 
good food! 

It looks like we are in for another dry spring and 
summer, and that is bad news for us "fisherpersons!" 

I would like to thank Moody, Bonnie, Donnie and 
Elaine for all their hard work and for making the winter 
season a success. You all come and may God bless. 

Harry G. Farr 
Superintendent 
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DISTRICT NEWS (Cont'd.) 

HAMPTON PLANTATION 

. A I write this article, I have the beauty of the ca
mellias and azaleas to admire from my office window. The 
mild spring has everything very beautiful this year, and we 
have been busy. Our house project is moving along, but at 
a slower pace, as we turn our attention to grounds main
tenance activities. The Construction Crew was here for 
two weeks to widen and build up our existing roads . They 
added a new road out to the gate, so now we have two
lane r?ads throughout the park. The crew also graded and 
filled m around the new residence and removed debris 
from around the yard. I want to thank them for the 
excellent work, and Jim Work for letting us have them for 
a while . 
. Wayne Schumpert has been busy building cabinets 
m the new house. Wayne told me that he had never built 
that many cabinets before, but he did an excellent job on 
them. I hope to have Wayne back soon to finish all of 
those drawers and I want to thank Kurt Becht for letting 
us borrow him for a while. 

We have hosted _two Plantation Tours this spring, 
and we had our first Rice Culture program on April 16th. 
The prog_ram was filled and we had a waiting list in case of 
cancellations. We have three weddings scheduled in May 
to finish out the season. 

I'd like to welcome Dan Bell to District I and the park 
system. Dan, our new Historic Sites Coordinator has 
some good ideas and I look forward to working with him 
on some upcoming projects. 

Looking ahead to next fall, we have a lot of projects to 
complete. Looking back, I can see that we accomplished 
much. Here's hoping that all of the parks can have a safe 
and productive summer season. 

HUNTING ISLAND 

Robert A. Mitchell 
Superintendent 

One reason that state parks are so popular is 
.that no two days are exactly alike . This has never been 
more apparent than this spring. Last year we were 
inundated with rain and this year we have had unusually 
dry weather. The warm, dry days have been good for at
tendance, and we opened our parking fee station earlier 
this year than we usually do. The campground has also 
been busy. 

We are in our second year of having special programs 
on the park. The spring programs have shown an increase 
in atte~dance and inquirie~ over last year. The "Blooming 
Coast flo~er walk on Apnl 2 drew a large group of thirty
rnne participants. School children have also been enjoy
mg the experience of a visit to Hunting Island. They had a 
preview of the park when I visited their schools this winter 
with the "Outreach Program." It is very encouraging 
when they remember stories and names of plants on the 
park. 

We have had some changes in our staff since the last 
issue of "Park Lites." Howell Martin has transferred to 
Myrtle Beach. Good luck in your new position, Howell! 
We would also like to welcome Jackie Jaszcayszyn to our 
park. Jackie is our new clerical specialist. 

The park has never looked better or been in better 
shape! We have been receiving many compliments from 
our visitors concerning the appearance of the park. Most 
of our full-time staff have been here for at least two years, 
and having an experienced staff really makes the park 
operations run smoothly. Our maintenance staff and 
rangers worked hard this winter and most of our work 
projects were completed before the recent budget cuts. 

We are looking forward to the completion of our new 
visitors' center in July , and to a safe and prosperous 
summer. From all of us at Hunting Island, we hope that 
you have a happy and busy summer. 

Rena Riddle 
P.M.A. 

MYRTLE BEACH 

"C amera Lights" - I would like to offer this note to the 
other PRT employees about TV shows. Most of our 
naturalists and programs personnel have now experi
enced camera lights (not to be confused with "Park 
Lites"!) While at Myrtle Beach State Park, I haven't 
experienced anything like being on camera with Diane 
Stokes! Some of the things that I have experienced as a 
"TV star" include the following: 

... being referred to by school children as the "the 
snake lady." 

... going to eat breakfast at a local restaurant and 
being told I look much better (and much thinner!) on TV. 

... gritting my teeth while Diane drags around the live 
Blue Crab that I brought on the show, and anticipating 
that any minute it could become a permanent attachment 
to her hand . 

... telling Diane that the snake I am holding doesn't 
bite while it is flexing its jaw around my wrist. 

... trying to dodge questions about an eight-foot shark 
that was supposedly caught on the park pier. 

.. . last, but not least, trying to convince Diane that the 
subject is South Carolina State Parks, not that I am from 
Tennessee. 

All in all, the programs and the spring season have 
been excellent this year, with revenue and attendance up 
from previous years . Programs successfully completed 
have included the Can-Am campfire and beachwalk, the 
Boy Scout Camporee, the Shellfish Workshop, Myrtle 
Beachcombing, and the Junior Fishing Rodeo. I would like 
to again express my thanks to the people that help make 
my job easier; the park technicians, Steve Egan, Bill 
Hoffman, and Mr. Turner. 

Judy White 
Interpreter 



.. 

Youngsters from a 
School for Exceptional 
Children enjoy a day at 
Hunting Island State 
Park. 

New handicapped ramp at Hunting Island's 
trading post being completed by Robert 
Loucks, Park Technician. 

Girl Scouts guided tour at Hunting Island. 

.. 
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DISTRICT NEWS (Cont'd.) 

Park personnel inspect the laun
dromat at Myrtle Beach. Located 
in the campground, it is doing a 
thriuing business . 

Visitor Center/ Office at Hunting Island 
State Park under construction. 

Maintenance Section employee Wayne 
Schumpert works on an addition to the trad
ing post at Hunting Is land. 
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Causeway at Huntington Beach 
State Park, with guard rails and 
rip-rap recently added. 

A shellfishing workshop held 
April 9 at Myrtle Beach offered par
ticipants the opportunity to learn 
how to catch and prepare blue 
crab, and to sample shrimp and 
steamed oysters. 

The new superintendent's resi
dence at Hampton Plantation 
nears completion. 

15 
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A Civil War encampment by the 1st Regiment, 
South Carolina Volunteers (Moncks Corner) . Lead
ing this drill was Captain David Benton. 

Rivers Bridge Superintendent Jerry Price puts 
the finishing touches on a sign at the future site of 
Lake Warren State Park . 

Chainsaw maintenance and operation school at 
Charles Towne Landing. Instructor was Redcliffe 
Plantation Superintendent Gene Cobb. 



4 

The Lake View Restaurant at Santee State Park 
became a reality as we began to serve family-style dining 
on March 4th. Response to the new concept in dining for 
the lowcountry has been fantastic. Many compliments 
have been heard concerning the food and down-home 
atmosphere. The restaurant lives up to its name with a 
beautiful view of Lake Marion. The late afternoon view of 
the sun shining on the cypress trees is particularly impres
sive. Recognizing that food and atmosphere are only as 
good as the service, new Manager Anne Felder has hired 
and trained friendly and capable cooks and waitresses. 
Why not come see for yourself one of these weekends? 

Other activity at Santee includes the completion of 
the much needed erosion control work on the shores of 
Lake Marion. 

A successful Birding Seminar was recently con
ducted at Santee by Woods Bay Interpreter Stan Hutto. 
An Easter sunrise service provided a meaningful experi
ence for campers and those from the local community. 

The staffs at Aiken, Goodale, and Redcliffe Planta
tion are eagerly awaiting for June 1st when the restocked 
lakes will open for fishing. Local interest is very high and if 
the fish cooperate, everyone will be happy! 

The Aiken staff has developed a special fishing 
program on Wednesdays this summer for children. Called 
"Fish'n for Fun," the weekly event is set up for children 
ages 4-12, with all participants receiving a certificate. 

I still can't believe I let Kim Garrett , Interpreter at 
Cheraw get away to the Columbia office! The park and 
local community will surely miss her. The boat race is 
scheduled for May 7th and 8th and will be a good event for 
thousands to enjoy. 

It has been a good season for maintenance through
out the district. I am especially pleased with the general 
quality of work being completed. Many are taking a lot of 
pride in their work. As I travel from park to park, it is very 
obvious who really cares and tries to do a good quality job. 

With the coming of summer and the influx of visitors 
to our parks, we need to remind ourselves that parks are 
for the people, one of our most important resources. 

NOTABLE NOTES 
Gene Cobb did a great job with the old chain saw 

clinics and again reminded us that we can teach old dogs 
new tricks. 

Terry Seidel is the new Interpreter at Poinsett. 
Welcome! 

The plants from Kings Mountain have been better 
than ever. Thanks! 

John Clarke at Redcliffe recently got married. 
New park technicians are Ross Smith, Aiken; Earl 

Boatwright, Cheraw; Philip Andrews, Lynches River ; and 
Clyde Brailsford, Santee. Welcome! 

Ann Felder is the new manager of the Lake View Rest
aurant at Santee. Welcome! 

Welcome also to Mark Dudley, Business Manager at 
Santee. Welcome back, I mean! 

Have a good summer. 

BARNWELL 

Van Stickles 
District II Superintendent 

BY the time this is published, hopefully every
one will have survived all of the holidays and the first, and 
hopefully not the last, winter storm of the year. We don't 
get much snow in this part of the state, so it gave us all a 
good opportunity to act like kids again. 

We congratulate Brian Hart upon his promotion to 
Ranger II and welcome him, his wife Sherry, daughter 
Torrie and son Drew. Drew was born just one week after 
they got moved in. That's cutting it pretty close, Brian! 17 
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DISTRICT NEWS (Cont'd.) 

I a lso want to thank Carroll Zissette and David 
William~ for all of their good work and cooperation, and 
also a big thanks to my wife Teresa for all of her help. 
Sometimes we overlook the valuable support of other 
members of our park families 

Our park visitation has slowed down since the end of 
the year, and we've been trying to take advantage of this 
t<? get a_s many work projects as possible completed. Our 
big proJect this year is relocating the park office from the 
Superintendent's residence to the bathhouse. This is 
requiring some rather extensive remodeling of what was 
formerly our basket room, and we are looking forward to 
comple~ing thi~ project. I think that the visiting public will 
also enioy a nice place to come to for information and 
assistance. 

. I wo_uld like to wish everyone a safe and productive 
spnng with hopes of a summer that is filled with all that 
everyone h~s wo,rked and planned for. We invite every
one to stop 1f you re passing through this part of the state. 

N. R. GOODALE 

Homer Stanton 
Superintendent 

~ ring has finally arrived in Kershaw County! 
After an unusually cold and snowy winter, the beautiful 
azaleas, dogwoods and warm temperatures are really 
appreciated. 

We have been busy this winter completing our con
current work projects and the results of our efforts look 
good. I want to thank Ranger Steve McIntosh and Supple
mental Tony Lucas for the outstanding work they have 
done on park projects, and for helping me get to know 
Goodale State Park. A superintendent couldn't ask for 
two better men to work with! The golf course is getting 
plenty of use these days. Grass cutting has begun and 
there will be a lot more cutting to do as the warm weather 
settles in. Fishing in the park lake has begun to pick up 
with some large bass and bream being caught. Families ad 
church groups are getting out for picnicking, walking and 
generally enjoying the warm weather and pleasant' sur-

• roundings. 
Susan and I are really happy with Camden and our 

home here at Goodale. It is a beautiful park with a lot to 
offer the people of our area. I am really pleased and proud 
~o be here as Superintendent, and I hope that we can 
increase communitv interest in the park. I would like to 
say that I _have work~d with some fine people on my way 
to becoming a superintendent. I don't have enough room 
to name everyone, but I have learned from each one of 
you and I would like to say "thanks." If you are ever in our 
neck of the woods, please stop by. 

Keith Windham 
Superintendent II 

POINSETT 

My wife Janet, our daughter Samantha and I moved 
from our home in Columbus, Ohio, to Poinsett on 
February 14. The temperature when we left Columbus 
was around 10 degrees with a zero degrees wind chill 
factor. When we arrived at the park, our first day was a 
sunny 55 degrees. To say the least we enjoyed the 
"spring" weather. ' 

My first few months at Poinsett have been both a chal
lenge and a real pleasure. With help from Stan Hutto from 
Woods Bay, our initial programs (Owl Prowls) have been 
a real success. Poinsett appears to be blessed with an 
abundance of Barred Owls, as three or four have respond
ed to our calls at each program . 

The beauty of spring is upon us with Bloodroot 
T_railin$ Arbut_us, Jack-in-the-pulpit, and the dogwood, all 
displaying their vibrant colors. 

Thanks to the hard work of John Bugg, Butch Spann, 
and the men from the Wateree Correctional Institute our 
over_look of the Wateree Swamp is once again a spect~cu
lar view. 

I look forward to the rest of the year being as much of 
a challenge as the first few months have been . 

Special thanks go to Superintendent Ed Nesbit and 
Ranger II Charles Murray for their patience with this 
Yankee from Ohio. 

WOODS BAY 

Terry Seidel 
Naturalist 

G reetings from the swamp! I hope that all of 
you had a good holiday and winter season, and are now 
ready for a big summer season. 

Stan and I have already been busy with programs all 
of which were very successful. Stan has also done sev~ral 
programs at other parks . The way things look this will be 
our busiest year yet, and I hope that you will ~!so have a 
good year. 

Now it's time to brag about my family! In November, 
our son O 'Neal won the Lt. Governor's Award for Fifth 
Grade Excellence in Composition in Florence School 
District 3. He went to Columbia and was presented the 
award by Lt. Gov. Nick Theodore. 

. One son , Brian , and his wife Sherry presented us 
with a sec_ond grandchild on December 12th, a fine boy 
named Bnan Andrew. 

Just recently our other son, Shannon and his wife 
Kim gave us the good news that their b~by is due in 
October. How blessed can a set of grandparents be? 

That's all for now from Woods Bay. May God bless 
and watch over you. Come see us! 

Dennis Hart 
Superintendent 

! 
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Barnwell Superintendent 
Homer Stanton stands 
proudly in front of the new 
park office, which was form 
erly a "basket room" for the 
swimming area. 

District II Superintendent 
Van Stickles and Woods 
Bay Superintendent Dennis 
Hart inspect the placement 
of the park 's future nature 
center. The building, an old 
one-room school house, was 
donated by Mr. Coke Moore 
of Olanta . 

Two recent four-footed visi
tors to Poinsett State Park 
were these wild horses, which 
were returned to their owner 
after enjoying the park for ten 
days. 

• 
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DISTRICT NEWS (Cont'd.) 

Split-rail fencing provides an at
tractive border for the Lake View 
Restaurant at Santee State Park . 

Rip-rap construction at Santee 
near the boat ramp and Tackle 
Shop. 

Attractive interior of the Lake 
View Restaurant at Santee State 
Park. 



~ 

Terry Seidel, new Interpreter at Poinsett. 

Water tupelo trees at the edge of Poinsett's park lake. 

Anne Felder, Restaurant Manager and Mike Dauidson 
(right), Superintendent at Santee State Park, watch Wayne 
Schumpert, MaintenanceSuperuisor, put the finishing touches 
on the porch screen doors of the new Lake View Restaurant. 

• 
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Aiken Superintendent 
Mike Hoofman examines an 
old millstone that was re 
cently discovered on the 
park. Originally in use at 
Watson 's millpond, the 
stone is some 18" thick and 
weighs between 300 and 400 
pounds. It will eventually be 
moued and set up in a visitor 
area with an interpretive dis
play. 

Huntington Beach and 
Aiken State Parks haue 
something in common; alli
gators! Here's one sighted 
recently at Aiken. 

Hydroplanes returned to 
Cheraw State Park May 7-8 
for the Palmetto Regatta. 
Some two thousand per
sons enjoyed the euent, 
which attracted profession
al racers from many distant 
states. 
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This spring has been a busy one in District IIL Along 
with the regular projects being completed, several "spe
cial" projects are underway. Don Holloway and Donald 
Schumpert have completed a rectangular-shaped gazebo 
at the Table Rock.restaurant. This is a beautiful and much
needed addition which will allow restaurant patrons to sit 
under a shelter while waiting to be seated. 

Don and Donald are now working on an addition to 
the Table Rock interpretive center that will give Park Inter
preter Jill Bell more room to plan programs. Keowee-T ox
away Superintendent Don Ferguson and crew helped 
Sadlers Creek Superintendent Brooks Jordan till and sow 
wildflowers at Oconee Station. If all goes well, we should 
have some very pretty flowers there by early summer. 

Gerry Perry and the Pleasant Ridge staff are watch
ing construction at Jones Gap and are anxiously awaiting 
the completion date. If any of you are in the area of Jones 
Gap, please stop by to see a most beautiful area. 

Several employees from each District attended 
Search and Rescue Training this past February at Table 
Rock.To date Paris Mountain Superintendent Pete Davis 
has had two occasions to use his training and is happy to 
report that the training was most helpful. I appreciate 
Mike Hunt putting this training session together, and the 
support from our Division. 

We have had a few people to leave the district during 
this past quarter, and I'm happy to report that all were by 
promotion. Sandra McKinsey was promoted from Ranger 
I at Croft to Ranger II at Hickory Knob. Jeffrey Frederick 
was promoted from Park Technician at Oconee to Ranger 
I at Croft. Shawn Garrett was promoted from Park Sup
plemental at Oconee to Park Technician. also at Oconee . 
The district was unhappy to lose Ranger III Keith Wind-' 
ham, who was promoted to Superintendent at N. R. Good
ale. However, we gained a valuable employee in return. 
Greg Hannah was transferred from Santee and promoted 
to fill the Croft vacancy. My congratulations to each of 
you, and may you have a long and rewarding career with 
PRT. 

Many other things have happened in the district, but 
I'm sure that each superintendent will report on those. 
Come by to see us if you're up toward the mountains! 

CROFT 

Horace Craig 
District III Superintendent 

~other winter has passed and spring has 
arrived, and along with the nice weather comes the 
crowds of park visitors. Our shelters are already busy and 
reservations are pouring in every day. Our camping has 
steadily picked up in the last few weekends, and we are 
looking for large crowds all summer. 

The fishing has also been good this year. In Feburary 
we had a twelve-pound largemouth bass caught in addi
tion to several in the eight to ten-pound range. Fishermen 
have had good catches of bream and crappie during the 
past six weeks. 

The Spartanburg Horsemen's Association have had 
two horse shows already this year, and have shows 
planned once a month through November. 

We have been hard at work on the pool and pool area 
to get ready for the rapidly-approaching summer season . 
We think we have a leak repaired in the expansion joint, 
which will make the pool much easier to maintain this 
season. 

Croft State Park has had almost a complete change 
of personnel since the last issue of "Park Lites." Keith 
Windham was promoted to Superintendent at N. R. 
Goodale and I came here from Santee to replace him. 
Sandy McKinsey was promoted to Ranger II at Hickory 
Knob, and Jeff Frederick took her place. Jeff came to 
Croft from Oconee, where he was Park Technician. We 
are glad to have Jeff and his wife, Laura, here with us at 
Croft. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone 
a safe and happy summer. If your travels bring you near 
Spartanburg, remember that you are always welcome 
here at Croft! 

Greg Hanna 
Ranger III 

• 
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DISTRICT NEWS (Cont'd.) 

KEOWEE-TOXAWAY 

A spring has finally arrived, flowers begin to 
bloom. This is one of the prettiest times of the year, and 
visitors coming to the park have increased in number 
since winter. 

We are having two programs this spring and Sum
mer. On May 7, we are having a program on useful plants 
of the mountains . Irvin Pitts from Caesars Head will be 
leading this program. On June 3-4 we are going to have 
another canoe campout, which will be led by Jill Bell from 
Table Rock. 

I hope that everyone has a happy and safe summer 
season. 

OCONEE 

Dean A. Alexander 
Assistant Ranger 

I t's April again and time to begin preparing for 
the arrival of our A-2 summer employees. Every year we 
hope for the best yet, as a good group of A-2 workers can 
really make the summer season a pleasure. We like to give 
first choice to the ones that worked last year if they did a 
good job and want to come back. 

We are also fortunate in having a JAPA government 
program working in our area. We usually get about five 
workers from this program, and they are a big help to us . 

We are pleased to get a campground host again this 
sumer. Mr. Bill Hughes did a very good job last summer, 
and has already moved his camper to the park and is 
working on weekends. Bill went way beyond his duties last 
summer and we are grateful to him for coming back to be 
with us. 

With warm weather arriving we find the campers on 
the increase and the grass a-growing! The projects of Dirk 
0uncan and his crew have given us more green grass at 
Oconee than I can remember. However , this gives us 
better control over erosion. 

Five area churches held an Easter sunrise service in 
the barn. We had a very good turnout for this annual 
event. 

Another big Spring Clogging Festival was held April 
29-30. 

May each of you have a safe summer. 

Bob Cothran 
Superintendent 

PARIS MOUNTAIN 

As the spring season approaches, we are at
tempting to complete all of our concurrent projects. From 
all indications, we should get them finished without any 
problems. It seems like only yesterday that Paris Mount
ain was covered with sixteen inches of snow, one of the 
heaviest snowfalls on record. We were fortunate in that 
the snow was dry, and caused no damage to trees or 
power lines. The only "problems" were the campers that 
got stranded by the deep snow! 

We are all excited about the upcoming weekend 
retreat that is to be held in late April. I would like to thank 
everyone that helped to plan this event. With all the calls 
that have been coming in, I'm sure that it will be a huge 
success! 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome Mark 
Davis' new bride, Joyce, to the park family . They were 
married in late January and spent their honeymoon in 
Hawaii . After the trip, Mark spent a week at the NASAR 
seminar at Table Rock and a somewhat cold night at the 
base of Pinnacle Mountain. That is going from one 
extreme to the other! 

Speaking of the "Mountain Rescue," I would like to 
thank those who gave me the opportunity to participate in 
this course . I learned a great deal about rescue tactics and 
techniques and had an opportunity to put my new-found 
skills to good use only two days after the training session! 
We had two young boys lost on the mountain for 4-5 hours 
with very little clothing and no food. The temperature was 
to be in the teens that night, so the youngsters were in 
grave danger. We used good common sense, along with 
some of the excellent training we had just received, and 
were able to locate them in a short time . (Note: Read 
Pete 's article "Putting Knowledge To Work ," following 
this report. Ed.) 

We are having the best year revenue-wise that we 
have ever had. If the spring and summer are anything like 
this past fall and winter, we may be able to attain the high 
goals that I set. 

Good luck to all of you this upcoming season . 
Pete Davis 

Superintendent 

Note: Former Superintendent Eddie Miller, now retired, 
has been in poor healtH recently. If you knew Eddie, drop 
him a line or give him a call. I will make both his day and 
yours! Eddie's address is 16 Capewood Court, Greenville, 
SC 29609, and his telephone is 268-5290 . 



PUTTING KNOWLEDGE TO WORK 

Why should I attend the "Search and Rescue" 
seminar? Nobody ever gets lost at Paris Mountain unless 
they steal cars and drive to another state! Search and 
rescue should be directed toward the parks in the remote 
areas. That was a fallacy that I soon learned was quite a 
mistake on its own. 

We finished our training on February 19th and on the 
21st we were in the woods searching for two lost children 
who had not been seen for several hours . I remembered 
what Don Cooper, one of our instructors, had told us, 
"always maintain a cool head, then try to search where 
most of your lost hikers end up." That's is basically what 
we did and the youngsters were found in no time. End of 
story? Wrong! 

On April 9th, it was reported that we had two middle 
aged ladies lost somewhere on the trail. They had been 
gone since 10 a.m. and it was already 8 p.m., dark, and 
getting colder by the minute. Since our first search went 
as planned, I figured that we'd repeat the exercise. The 
husband and I took off to the top of Paris Mountain where 
95% of all lost hikers end up. However, we found nothing! 
After calling everyone who could have possibly heard 
from the victims, we started our searches in earnest. I 
reverted back to our recent training and tried to remem
ber what the instructors taught us. Believe me, I quickly 
developed a lump in my throat from a case of bad nerves! I 
kept wondering if I had forgotten anything! We did "hasty" 
searches until about 3 a.m., April 10. Detectives had 
searched the abandoned vehicle, but we had found no 
trace of the ladies. 

The trails had been thoroughly searched twice, and 
all perimeter park areas four, five, maybe six times. It was 
getting later, colder, and all of us were getting more 
nervous. There was nothing to do but call off the search 
until the first light of dawn. We called in bloodhounds, but 
they were unable to pick up any trail after two hours. 
Again, I remembered what we were trained to do if the 
early search functions turned up cold. We assembled all 
the searchers that were on hand and began a methodical 
search of the upper park area. Most of the searchers 
involved were convinced that the ladies were not to be 
found , and emotions were running quite high. However, I 
convinced everyone not to give up hope so quickly, and 
we started the second sweep. 

In about twenty minutes the victims were found , 
unhurt but shaken from the ordeal. At that point I realized 
why I needed to attend the "search and rescue" training. 
I'm certainly glad that I did because of the possible fate of 
these two women if we had not found them! The toughest 
part of the search is hiding your personal emotions and 
keeping up your level of confidence. 

Thanks for the training! 
Pete Davis 

Superintendent 

PLEASANT RIDGE 

Winter has finally been put to rest for another 
year, and the summer season is just around the corner. 
More and more people are visiting the park now and 
having lunch, not just riding through. 

It has been unusually quiet here this past winter. 
There were no sounds of hammers, saws or drills because 
of all the work projects being cancelled. The quietness 
gave me an uneasy feeling, as this was the first time in ten 
years when I wasn't pushed to have projects completed .. 
However, we have been busy working at Jones Gap in 
preparation for the move, hopefully in another month or 
so. 

Having to switch parks is a lot more difficult than I 
expected. Our thanks go to Mr. Sisk, Mr. Harrison and 
Mr. Craig. Their guidance and patience have been a 
tremendous help to us here at Pleasant Ridge. 

I still have mixed feelings about turning the park over 
to another agency, but , from all indications I've received, 
it should continue to operate with the same high stand
ards of our state park system. My replacement will be 
former Table Rock Superintendent Mike Hendrix, so I'll 
be leaving it in good hands. 

We wish you all a pleasant and safe summer. Come 
by and see us at Jones Gap! 

ROSE HILL 

Gerry Perry 
Superintendent 

Spring weather always brings a change in the 
scenery, but this year at Rose Hill it also brings a change in 
employees. Renae Farris of Olive Branch, Illinois, has 
been employed as Park Interpreter. She is a 1986 
graduate of Southeast Missouri State University with a 
S.S. degree in Historic Preservation and a minor in 
Anthropology. Although a university degree is helpful, 
there are a number of things she still needs to learn, such 
as how to drive a stick-shift park truck! Superintendent 
Chris Hightower deserves a medal of bravery for volun
teering to teach her! 

Visitation has been increasing over the past few 
weeks, particularly around Easter. The staff has received 
a number of compliments from visitors on the park's 
appearance, this being partly due to the efforts of Sadlers 
Creek Superintendent Brooks Jordan last fall. 

Under the guidance of John Rogers, progress is 
continuing on the inventory of historic artifacts housed 
within the Gist mansion. In regard to the preservation and 
care of the artifacts , a special device called a sling 
psychrometer has been obtained. This instrument is used 
to determine the relative humidity of any given area. The 
psychrometer will now be used daily throughout the 
mansion to help determine what problems there may be 
with humidity, and whether or not these problems are 
severe. 

.. 
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DISTRICT NEWS (Cont'd.) 

Several projects and programs are now in the 
developmental stages at Rose Hill. Hopefully, these can 
be reported as successes in a future issue of "Park Lites. " 

TABLE ROCK 

Renae Harris 
Park Interpreter 

I t's that time of year again when our thoughts 
turn more to outdoor activities. As the temperature 
warms up park visitation picks up. We are getting more 
campers ~ach week and our cabins are full all weekend 
and most weeks during the summer. . 

The maintenance workers are still very busy with 
winter work projects. They are trying to get them 
completed and also get everything ready for the summer 
season. We would like to welcome Richard Brown, our 
former supplemental, to our staff as our new Park 
Technician. 

Jill Bell, our interpreter, has been busy this spi:ing 
with lots of programs. Volunteer We.ekend, .held Apn! 8-
10, was a great success, with lots ?f tnal repair work being 
accomplished. There will be a spnng overnight backpack
ing trip up to Pinnacle Mountain and over to Table Rock 
Mountain on May 7-8. Jill is thrilled that work h3:s b.egun 
on her new office at the Nature Center. She will finally 
have room to turn around! 

A gazebo was built at the Table Rock Lodge Restau
rant, which will be a great place for people to .enJ<?Y the 
scenery while waiting to be seated at a table. This ':"'111 be a 
great help with the long lines for Saturday evening and 
Sunday lunch. The restaurant will be openi:ig fo: 1.unch on 
May 1st to accommodate the influx of spnng v1s1tors. 

We are pleased to announce that we have two brand 
new additions to our park family! On January 26, Floyd 
Randall Lee was born to my husband Randall and I and on 
February 23 , Angelia Elizabeth was born to Ranger Mike 
Hager and his wife, Sharon. Both youngsters are happy, 
healthy, and doing well. 

Everyone here at Table Rock would like to wish 
everyone in the state park family a safe and enjoyable 
summer. 

Lisa McJunkin 
Secretary 

NIGHT WALK 

(Editor's Note: This article was written by Table Rock 
Interpreter Jill Bell, to be used as a nature walk, a slide 
show or a newspaper article. It is being printed here 
because it is well written and extremely interesting. Take 
time to read it and you will gain some new-found 
knowledge, as I did') 

What goes bump in the night? Whoo-oo goes 
there? Remember that there isn't anything out there at 
night that isn't htere during the day! These are all familiar 
sayings that one hears before a journey into the dark. 
Nighttime can be one of the best times to enjoy the 
summer. As the heat of the day subsides and the sun 
begins to set, many nocturnal (active at night) as well as 
diurnal (active during the daytime) animals emerge from 
their cool, shaded hiding places. The diurnal animals may 
remain visible in the cooling evening until the threat of 
darkness sends them scurrying to the security of their 
dens, or perches. For many animals this is dusk, the 
blessed time of day. The biting flies have diminished and 
the mosquitoes have not begun to torment. For the 
daytime animals there is still enough light to enable them 
to feed. Almost as a signal for the sun's retreat, in the 
spring the spring peepers and chorus frogs begin to call, 
and in summer the katydids begin to warm up their voices. 
In late summer the cicades may be the heralds of night as 
they give voice one more time as the sun falls . Sometimes 
only a few calls will be heard while at others a deafening 
choir of thousands will sing. 



Dusk can be a very dangerous time for daytime 
creatures, for although their daylight predators do not 
have enough light by which to hunt effectively, the 
nocturnal predators do. Owls, foxes , skunks, weasels and 
such have begun their nighttime forays before the light 
fades completely. Unsuspecting diurnal animals could be 
snatched easily if they wandered too far from the protec
tive cover of a hole or thorn bush. Twilight is also a signal 
for the bat to take wing and help reduce the tremendous 
populations of flying insects. Bats sleep suspended upside 
down in many different places, but the preferred foothold 
differs from specie to specie. The common Red Bat that 
winters here will wait out the day comfortably suspended 
from the ends of branches among leaves. The Big Eared 
Bat may be found in buildings and caves while the Evening 
Bat sleeps nearby in hollow trees. Often out in early 
evening at the same time as the bat are Chimney Swifts. 
Their lovely chittering calls help to single them out from 
the bats that their shape slightly resembles. 

A summer evening can become noisy with various 
calls. The American Woodcock's single call , a nasal 
"beezp" or "peent" may be difficult to hear. If flushed or 
seen during flight, its wings produce a whistling trill as it 
ascends and a warble as it descends. Since Woodcock are 
found in damp woods, pastures, and marshes it is doubtful 
we will hear one in the woods at Table Rock. A very 
different bird with a similar call is the Nighthawk, a 
member of the Goatsucker family . The name comes from 
the old mistaken belief that these birds sucked the milk 
from goats. Their graceful , falcon-like wings give the 
Nighthawk the appearance of a raptor. These birds, who 
prefer open countryside, are often seen around stadium 
lights as they grab insects out of the air. Two other 
goatsuckers we may hear are the Chuck-will's-widow and 
the Whip-poor-will, both found in woodlands. They are 
easily distinguished by the calls for which they have been 
named. When seen by the side of the road at night , their 
eyes will reflect a deep red. 

As the night deepens, more voices may be heard. 
The shrill call of a Screech Owl is one that either frightens 
the newcomer, or delights the experienced woodsman . 
When not preceded by a long trill, the wavering call is 
often said to resemble a horse's "neigh." These small 
owls, weighing approximately six ounces, are one of 
nature's best camouflaged creatures. When perched on a 
limb beside the trunk of a tree, with eyes partially closed 
and eartufts stretched out , they resemble the bark of the 
tree and may not be seen by their enemy, the Great 
Horned Owl. Often heard at night, the Great Horned Owl 
is also called the "tiger of the sky." These large owls may 
weigh up to five pounds. They are very protective of their 
nest sites and bring down prey as large as small raccoons. 

Unfortunately for one of the animals best equipped for 
protection, the skunk, the Great Horned Owl has a poor 
sense of smell and will often dine on these nocturnal 
mammals. The Great Horned Owl may be seen during the 
day if a flock of noisy crows draw you to his roost as they 
try to mob him and scare him away. The most commonly 
heard owl, and the easiest to mimic, is the Barred Owl. 
Very fond of crayfish, he is often found near water. This 
medium-sized owl is often called a southern bird as his call 
is "Who-Cooks-For-You ... Who-Cooks-For-You-All" or 
"Hoohoo-hoohoo, Hoohoo-hoohooaw." There is more to 
his repertoire than this, however. Sometimes th.e call may 
have extra hoots or be cut off short. When several are 
together they sound like monkeys hooting. The scariest 
call for someone in the woods is to hear the spine-tingling 
scream the Barred Owl may occasionally emit. 

We've heard from the noisy animals , so what is out 
there quietly eating or stalking? Deer, rabbit and other 
browsing animals may be grazing while raccoons fish for 
salamanders, crayfish, and mollusks. The 'coons do not 
"wash" their food as it seems that they do. When hunting 
near shorelines for aquatic foods , the water allows their 
fingers to be more sensitive so that they may identify what 
they are eating without looking. This allows them to 
constantly look about for predators or other sources of 
food . Flying Squirrels may be seen gliding from tree to tree 
by the use of a loose flap of slin called a patagia, which is 
connected from their wrists to their ankles. There is very 
little competition for food at night, because animals such 
as songbirds, chimpmunks, and red an gray squirrels are 
fast asleep. The Flying Squirrel's diet consists of berries, 
nuts , mushrooms, moths , beetles, caterpillars and, very 
rarely, bird eggs and birds. Opossums will also be out and 
about but are very shy. They are most commonly seen 
near roadsides where they may be crossing or eating 
roadkills . They are also found in backyards eating pet 
food or bird seed. If chanced upon the woods one may 
run, climb a tree or become so scared that it faints. 
Looking dead is a great defense since many predators do 
not feed upon animals they did not kill . 

Some snakes may hunt at night , especially when the 
days have been extremely hot. Sometimes they are found 
on rocks or roadways that are still radiating the heat 
absorbed during the day. So, although most snakes are 
harmless, caution should be taken when the hiker is out at 
night. 

Keep your ears and eyes open while you experienced 
the night. Among the dark trees , grasses and water one 
may encounter anything from the comical laughter of 
Barred Owls to the scream of a Bobcat. With experience 
you will soon learn whoo-oo goes there! 
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Fred Brooks, Park Tech 
nic ian at Lake Hartwell 
State Park, displays some of 
his work for a group of park 
visitors . Several upstate 
parks have some of Fred's 
tax idermy specimens, which 
are completed as " rainy 
day" projects. 

This man and his wife 
came to South Carolina 
from Maine to escape Old 
Man Winter, only to discover 
that he had followed them to 
South Carolina! They were 
stranded for five days at 
Paris Mountain , and could 
only laugh when Superinten
dent Pete Davis told them, 
"Welcome to sunny South 
Carolina!" 

A group of NCHA mem
bers gathered for a meeting 
in the store at Lake Hartwell 
State Park. 



People waiting for a vacant table at 
the Lodge Restaurant at Table Rock 
now can enjoy this large gazebo 
recently constructed near the restau
rant entrance. 

Grading for a house site at Jones 
Gap State Park. 

This addition to the Table Rock 
Nature Center provides an office for 
Interpreter Jill Bell. 
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DISTRICT NEWS (Cont'd.) 

Name this Park! Give up? This abandoned bridge is on Kelso Creek at Croft State Park! 

Renae Farris, the new Interpreter 
at Rose Hill. 

An abandoned bunker at Croft, used for target practice during 
World War II training when the Army had a base here. Names and 
addresses of recruits are still visible on its walls, and many locals still 
refer to the park as "Camp Croft!" 

• 



• 

Jimmy Creech (Master Craftsman, Maintenance 
Crew), works on electrical wiring in the upper storage 
area of the community building at Sesqui. The large 
building, which formerly housed the "Best Friend of 
Charleston," has been converted into a large community 
building. One end is being remodeled into offices, a 
nature center and storage areas. 

Hatfield and Creech cut panels to size. 

Charles Hatfield (Master Craftsman, Maintenance 
Crew) and Jimmy Creech nail plywood panels in place in the 
office area of the Sesqui community building. 

• 
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DISTRICT NEWS (Cont'd.) 

Have you ever given much thought to what 
spring is? Look up the word in the dictionary and you will 
find that the many definitions occupy half of a page. Each 

• of us could define it and likely would be correct. In the 
following paragraphs, one can see some of my thoughts of 
this period between the vernal equinox and the summer 
solstice. 

Spring denotes an end to winter. It is a time to pause 
and reflect on the events of the past six months. On can 
look back at the accomplishment of completing mainten
ance projects of painting, roofing, landscaping, and other 
facility renovations. Parks in Distirct Four were able to 
complete ninety percent of their total projects before 
budget restraints necessitated stopping work on these . 
My congratulations to those parks completing all of their 
projects. The winter weather brought snow to almost all 
parts of the state during the month of January, with some 
parks receiving up to twenty-four inches. Eighteen inches 
of snow at Kings Mountain was too much for one of the 
nursery greenhouses, which collapsed under the weight. 
Spending a rainy night in the wilderness of Table Rock 
State Park during February cannot be overlooked by 
some. Twenty-nine employees were trained in the funda
mentals of search and rescue. Enjoy the photos and 
article about this elsewhere in this issue. 

Spring is medicine for "cabin fever. " Like hibernating 
animals , warm days and nature's array of colors from 
blossoming trees and flowers lure people out of their 
homes. Early indicators show many of these people 
enjoying fishing, camping, picnicking, and golf at state 
parks. Revenue at several parks throughout this district 
has increased over the same period last year. Attendance 
has been good for programs such as wildflower walks, owl 
prowls, birdwatching, wildlife photography, backpacking, 
and many others. The work being done by our interpret
ers is certainly benefitting the park system. 

Spring is a time to look ahead, planning summer 
operations, anticipating needs for next fiscal year's main
tenance projects, and building new facilities . Construc
tion of twenty new motel units at Hickory Knob will be 
underway soon, while construction on two new state 
parks is scheduled to begin early next fall. Located on 
Lake Russell, Calhoun Falls and McCalla State Parks will 
offer camping, picnicking, fishing, boat ramps, beach/ bath
house areas, and historical sites. Completion of these 
parks should occur in fiscal 1989-90. · 

Finally, spring should be a time to reflect upon 
ourselves, remembering that we are in a people-oriented 
business which, without their support, our jobs would not 
exist. A positive attitude of every employee is necessary 
to ensure a pleasant experience for every park visitor. Let 
us strive to do our job well so that a safe and successful 
summer season can be enjoyed by all. 

C . F. Parkman 
District IV Superintendent 

ANDREW JACKSON 

V isitation was off during the winter months 
because of the bad weather that we experienced, but with 
the arrival of spring, everything has returned to normal. 

With all of our concurrent work projects completed, 
we are preparing for a promising spring and summer. 

The Lancaster Council of Garden Clubs will be 
holding its Annual Spring Flower Show at the park from 
April 28th to May 2nd. Exhibits will be displayed in the 
Museum, School House and Meeting House, with judging 
of exhibits to be done by nationally-accredited judges. 

The family and I have only been at the park since the 
end of January, but already we realize that Andrew 
Jackson State Park is not only a beautiful place to live but 
is also an enjoyable place to work and live. 

Richard Bishop 
Ranger II 
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BAKER CREEK 

The dogwoods and azaleas are in full bloom as I 
write this article . This means only one thing; the "season" 
is upon us once again! We've worked all winter to 
complete all the work projects, and now we have to shift 
gears into overdrive. We've made sure that all facilities are 
open and clean for the public. This pays off when you have 
a camper tell you "I was impressed with the park and its 
facilities. The park is beautiful and clean." This makes you 
feel good and then you realize what your job is all about. 
This is what makes the extra effort worthwhile. 

We have been getting school groups from Green
wood, McCormick, and other towns using the park. They 
like the facilities and really enjoy the nature walks we 
provide for them. I know that I like leading walks for these 
groups. We are expecting several company picnics this 
year. Flexible Tech. from Abbeville and Midland Ross 
from Greenwood will be having their employees out for a 
day of games and other activities. 

In spite of the low lake levels of Thurmond (Clarks 
Hill) Lake, our camping has picked up. People keep 
asking when we are going to raise the lake level , and we 
can only reply, "When it rains ." If the lake level does come 
up, we are expecting a great year. We are expecting to 
have several day programs for campers this year , which 
have been greatly needed. 

If any of the "park family" is near Baker Creek, do 
stop by and say "hello." We always enjoy seeing you! 

CHESTER 

Roy Atkinson 
Superintendent 

Boy, what a short winter! There must be some 
truth to the old adage, " If the groundhog does not see his 
shadow, we will have an early spring." Spring is bustin' out 
all over at Chester! The public certainly has spring fever! 
The campground is full on weekends and anxious fisher
men are here when the gate opens to see who can get out 
on the lake first. The phone hasn't stopped ringing for 
shelter and community building reservations. 

To the park crew, spring signals the start of miles of 
grass to mow and tons of litter to pick up. The good Lord 
willing, we will make it through another summer without 
any serious problems or accidents . 

One of our winter work projects which has been 
completed is the addition of a handicapped ramp at the 
recreation building and the designation of a handicapped 
campsite and parking spaces. Restroom facilities have 
been designed to accommodate the handicapped as well. 

I hope that everyone has a safe and profitable 
summer. 

Wayne Timms 
Superintendent 

HAMIL TON BRANCH 

With spring in the air and the summer just 
around the corner, the fight between calling the lake Clark 
Hill or Strom Thurmond is still going on in full swing. The 
water level is down to 319, and I hope that they start letting 
it back up to its normal level soon . That will help our 
camping because I am hoping for a record year in 
camping. Thanks to the Masters golf tournament, our 
camping has picked up. 

You can tell that summer is getting near when the 
grass is getting tall and the flowers are in full bloom. It's' 
beautiful! 

Buddy Rushton (Ranger II) has stopped aging now 
that his son will graduate from McCormick High this 
summer. My daughter, Kezia, won the the Lieutenant 
Governor's Award for Excellence in Expository Writing 
and a Blue Ribbon for painting that is being judged in a 
statewide competition. 

If you are even in this part of the state, stop by and we 
will show you where all the brush piles are. We wish all of 
you a safe and profitable summer. 

Oh no, that Modoc Speedway is at it again; vroom , 
vroom, vroom! 

Edward Frasier, Jr. 
Superintendent 

KINGS MOUNTAIN 

Well, spring is here again and it's time to get 
ready for the campers and picnickers! Events have 
already begun; yesterday (April 16th) at the Living History 
Farm, Scott Withrow had a program entitled "Where 
Have All The Bluebirds Gone?" The program went 
smoothly and everyone enjoyed constructing the bluebird 
boxes. 

Park personnel have been busy completing the 87 / 88 
work projects. The 102 projects consisted of painting, 
landscaping, roofing, and much more. Our group camps 
are seeing a face lift with a new coat of paint. 

The greenhouses are full of plants. By the time this 
issue of"Park Lites" is out, hopefully most of you will have 
been by to see us and pick up some plants. 

From all of us here at Kings Mountain, we wish you all 
a safe and happy summer. 

Charles Rainey 
Assistant Superintendent 
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DISTRICT NEWS (Cont'd.) 

LAKE GREENWOOD 

As the warmer weather fast approaches, we 
here at Lake Greenwood are readying our park for the 
summer season. 

Keith C . Brown and his staff along with the help of the 
rangers, stayed exceptionally busy this past winter with 
our concurrent maintenance projects. Their dedication 
and hard work has paid off by completing all of the 
projects and getting the large campground and all build
ings open and ready by March 4th for the spring rush. 

As with most inland lake parks, the spring is usually 
the most popular season. Lake Greenwood is no excep
tion, with large crowds enjoying good catches of crappie 
and bass. 

The only change in park personnel this season is a 
new arrival to the Ranger Phil Burton family , Lindsey 
Elizabeth Burton, who was born January 31. 

From the family here at Lake Greenwood, we are 
wishing all of you a safe and happy summer. 

Frank F. Couch 
Superintendent 

LAKE WATEREE 

With the arrival of spring, the face and 
features of the park have begun to change. The bare trees 
that go with winter have blossomed into an array of 
greenery, and the colors of annuals and azaleas remind us 
that another summer season is here. 

Lake Wateree has experienced its best spring ever. 
Easter week, filled with fishing tournaments, campers, 
and a beautiful sunrise service, rivalled that of a July 4th 
week in both visitation and revenue. School groups have 
enjoyed several field trips, and indications are good that 
this will be our most successful season yet. 

New grass and flowers , a new coat of stain and a park 
bench have added to the beauty of the tackle shop and its 
grounds. The playground has hosted several birthday 
parties and is becoming a very popular spot with all of our 
visitors. The addition of a fence, bench and landscaping 
around the playground have really accented the area. 

A special thanks goes to the whole team here at Lake 
Wateree for their help, commitment and support. Here's 
hoping that your summer is a safe and successful one! 

Phil Gaines 
Superintendent 

Some of the twenty-one PRT employees that took part in the "Walk America" event this spring for the March of 
Dimes. Some 75% of Brown Building and State House employees contributed to the event, raising $1,436.55 . 



~ 

STATE PARK PROGRAMS AND PROMOTION 

NEW PROGRAMS 

Creativity and diversity abound among our 
interpreters, as witnessed by several new program ideas 
conducted in recent weeks. These include: 

Butterfly Gardening at Sesquicentennial 
Spring Fling at Hickory Knob 
Carolina Rice Culture at Hampton Plantation 
Confederate Encampment at Rivers Bridge 

Several other new program ideas are in the planning 
stages and will be reported on as they occur. 

BROCHURES 

Kay White has continued to work diligently to 
update and revise the various park brochures. Gradually, 
but surely, these brochures are becoming more consis
tent in format and are showing significant improvement in 
design. 

THANKS 

A special note of thanks is due to Kay Williams 
for the contributions she made to South Carolina state 
parks during the past few years . During the year that Kay 
worked in the Columbia office, she implemented a 
number of new programs and ideas. She worked tirelessly 
to provide support to the full-time and seasonal programs 
personnel. It has been a pleasure to be associated with 
Kay, and I congratulate her on her impending role of 
"mother." 

NEW EMPLOYEE 

Congratulations are also in order for Kim 
Garrett , former naturalist at Cheraw, who has taken Kay 
William's place. Kim's innovative ideas and programs at 
Cheraw are strong evidence of her capabilities. We 
welcome her to the central office. 

ACCOLADES 

To Stan Hutto, Jill Bell, and Irvin Pitts for their 
willingness to plan and conduct programs on parks other 
than their own. And to Dennis Hart, Joe Hambright and 
Todd Rexrode for their spirit of cooperation in allowing 
three interpreters to share their talents. To Scott With
row for scoring highest in the recent Phase II Interpreters' 
Training. 

Especially to Dana Sawyer for his efforts in the last 
issue of "Park Lites." It was the largest issue to date and 
probably the best since Dana assumed responsibility for 
the newsletter. Editing "Park Lites" is a difficult job, but 
Dana continues to produce a quality publication. 

Kim Garrett entertains a group of visitors at Cheraw 
State Park with a rabbit. Kim has recently transferred to 
the Columbia Office as Interpretive Coordinator. 

PUBLICITY AND ADVERTISING 

Rena Riddle has been actively publicizing Hunt
ing Island's programs and facilities through a regular live 
call-in show on a Beaufort radio station. 

Reports from Hickory Knob indicate an extremely 
strong response to a series of newspaper ads promoting 
the golf course. In a casual survey of 485 golfers, 290 
indicated that they were playing the course because they 
had read about it in one of eleven newspapers in which the 
ad ran. This is especially significant because these people 
are playing the course for the first time and will likely make 
several return trips . 

The highest single reason people indicated they were 
playing the course was "personal referral." These 105 
people are evidence that good service and satisfied custo
mers are vital to an effective "word of mouth" campaign. 

Another set of ads has made a tremendous impact on 
public response to the recently renovated Lake View 
Restaurant at Santee. 

Many of you have seen the television spots on 
Charles Towne Landing and Hickory Knob, or have 
heard some of the five radio spots on Table Rock, Hickory 
Knob, CLT, and state park cabins. These are being 
provided through the courtesy of the South Carolina 
Broadcasters Association . The television and radio an
nouncements were produced by Leslie Advertising. 

Dan Turpin 
Chief, Programs & Park Promotion 

• 

35 



• 

36 

PERSONNEL CHANGES 

NEW EMPLOYEES 

Philip A. Andrew- Park Technician, Lynches River 
E. Robbins Ball, Jr. - Administrative Specialist A, CTL 
Anne Baswell- Administrative Specialist B, CTL 
Daniel Bell- Historical Resource Coordinator, CTL 
Earl Boatwright- Park Technician, Cheraw 
Clyde L. Brailsford- Park Technician, Santee 
Richard Brown-Park Technician, Table Rock 
M. Frances Bullock- Groundskeeper I, Hickory Knob 
William Chestnut- Business Manager I, Myrtle Beach 
Steven B. Dowdey- Ranger I, Poinsett 
Michael D. Elder- Park Maintenance Supervisor, 

Dreher Island 
N. Renae Farris- Park Interpreter I, Rose Hill 
Jennifer A. Feiter- Clerical Specialist B, Edisto 
Mary Anne Felder- Food Service Supervisor II, Santee 
Thomas Fludd, Jr. - Building Supervisor I, CTL 
Jon Garrett- Park Technician, Oconee 
Donald Goins-Park Technician, Sesqui 
Dorinda Q. Harmon- Administrative Specialist A, CTL 
William Hofmann- Clerical Specialist B, Myrtle Beach 
Tonja P. Ivey- Word Processing Specialist, Central 

Office 
Jackie M. Jaszcyszyn- Clerical Specialist B, Hunting 

Island 
Maureen King- Administrative Specialist A, CTL 
Sherry Lesley-Food Service Supervisor II, Table Rock 
Terrence Seidel- Park Interpreter II, Poinsett 
Julio Ross Smith- Park Technician, Aiken 
Pete Steele- Park Technician, Edisto 
James Strickland- Ranger I, Edisto 
Mary Michele White- Canteen Operator I, Dreher 

Island 

RESIGNATIONS 

Lisa Amick- Canteen Operator, Dreher Island 
Wendell Barnett- Park Technician, Table Rock 
June Benton- Clerical Specialist B, Myrtle Beach 

·Stephen G . Berry- Superintendent II, Lynches River 
Fred B. Chasion- Ranger I, Edisto 
Charles Crosby- Groundskeeper Supervisor I, CTL 
Fred Dowis, Jr. - Ranger II , Hickory Knob 
Steven Dandridge- Building Supervisor I, CTL 
Lisa Fenton- Park Interpreter I, Rose Hill 
William Laney Furr- Business Manager I, Santee 
Michael Gooding- Ranger II, Baker Creek 
Patricia Harp- Clerical Specialist B, Hunting Island 
Thomas Letman- Groundskeeper I, Hickory Knob 
Douglas N. Lunsford- Park Technician, Santee 
Robert A. Martin, Jr. - Ranger II, Andrew Jackson 
James M. Miller- Ranger I, Cheraw 
Cherri Pittillo- Administrative Specialist A, CTL 
T erricita Samuel- Administrative Specialist B, Service & 

Supply 
Donna Seip- Clerical Specialist B, Edisto 
Edwin Small- Ranger I, Poinsett 
Charles Smith- Groundskeeper Supervisor I, Dreher 

Island 
Michael D. Smith- Park Technician, Pleasant Ridge 

PROMOTIONS & TRANSFERS 

Richard Bishop- Ranger I, Andrew Jackson to Ranger II, 
Redcliffe 

Rydell Bligen- Park Technician, Edisto to Building Super
visor I, Edisto 

Christopher Bowers- Park Technician, Myrtle Beach I to 
Ranger I, Baker Creek 

John Clarke- Park Technician, Aiken to Ranger I, Red
cliffe 

William Cole- Park Technician, Lynches River to Ranger 
I, Santee 

Hugh Cooper- Ranger I, Baker Creek to Ranger II, 
Baker Creek 

James Creech- Master Craftsman, Maint. Update 
Lonnie Driggers- Park Technician, Cheraw to Ranger II, 

Cheraw 
Mark Dudley-Park Management Assistant, Hickory 

Knob to Park Business Manaqer I, Santee 
Mike Foley- Chief Historian, CO to Chief, Resource 

Management 
Jeffrey M. Frederick- Park Technician, Oconee to Rang

er I, Croft 
Kim S. Garrett- Park Interpreter II, Cheraw to In-

terpreter Coordinator. Central Office 
Charles Hatfield- Master Craftsman1 Maint. Update 
Gregory Hanna- Ranger II, Santee to Ranger III, Croft 
Brian Hart- Ranger I, Santee to Ranger II, Barnwell 
Lewis Holloway- Master Craftsman, Maint. Update 
Mark Jones- Assistant Nursery Sup., Kings Mt. to For-

estry Aide, Kings Mountain 
Lloyd King- Construction Supervisor, Maint. to Master 

Craftsman, Maint. 
Howell Martin- Ranger I, Hunting Island to Ranger 

II , Myrtle Beach 
Sandra McKinsey- Ranger I, Croft to Ranger II , Hickory 

Knob 
Lisa Newman- Executive Support Specialist, CO to Ad

ministrative Asst. III, CO 
Bobby Shumpert- Master Craftsman, Maint. Update 
Donald Shumpert- Trades Worker , Maint. to Master 

Craftsman, Maint. 
Keith Windham- Ranger III , Croft to Park Superinten

dent II , N.R. Goodale 

RETIREMENT 

Merle Rhodes- Canteen Manager, Myrtle Beach 
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OUR RETURN TO CANAL WINCHESTER 

A Voyage 
in the Time Capsule 

The year is 1954 and I am an Airman First Class 
and a Chaplain's Assistant assigned to the Base Chapel at 
Lockbourne Air Force Base near Columbus, Ohio. Lynn, 
my bride, is trying to become accustomed to living in the 
North after growing up in Newberry, South Carolina. She 
is working as a waitress in a large restaurant around the 
corner from the second-story apartment in Canal Win
chester where we are beginning our married life. 

Those were good days , and certain memories are 
vivid in my mind: discovering that potatoes could be fixed 
in at least forty-five different ways; worrying one night 
about where the money was coming from to pay the bills, 
and still owing the same amount the following morning; 
losing a wheel from our '40 Chevy coupe; the other 
waitresses trying to copy Lynn's southern drawl; and the 
list goes on and on. 

Now the year is 1988, and Lynn and I plan to revisit 
the area where we lived some thirty-four years ago. Next 
week we will drive to Ohio to tour the American Honda 
motorcycle plant in Marysville and the American Motor
cyclist Association offices in Westerville. Un the way we 
will detour slightly to visit this area where we lived some 
thirty-four years ago. 

We certainly don't expect to recognize the place, and 
may find that there's an office complex or a condomin
ium occupying the site that we called home "back in the 
good old days." The air force base has been deactivated 
and now is called Rickenbacker, but it will be an exercise 
in nostalgia to recall some of our exploits and antics back 
when we were young and foolish . 

We are still using a set of aluminum cookware and 
cutlery that we bought from a young fellow that knocked 
on our door one day. Lynn happened to look out the 
window as he got in his car , and saw him reach over and 
kiss his wife. We surmised that he was excited about 
selling a set of cookware, and that gave us a warm feeling 
inside. That warm feeling returned each month when we 
made payments on that cookware, but it had moved to 
the pit of our stomachs (and on to our checkbook!) Three 
more payments and what's left of the cookware will finally 
belong to us ... whoopee! 

Do you ever return to places that you lived many 
years ago? Have you attended a high school or college 
class reunion, and laughed as you remembered some of 
the stupid things you did, and how you often got caught 
red-handed? People don't have to be ancient "fossils" like 
me to have memories, and hopefully the bulk of yours are 
pleasant! Mine are (or have I conveniently forgotten the 
unsavory ones?) . 

No, that's not grey hair on my head! Years ago my 
older brother turned a can of paint over on top of my 
head, and .. . well, I've been hoping that it would grow out! 

Maybe one of these days! 
The upcoming summer season is one when many 

people try to satisfy their curiosity or their wanderlust. 
Lynn and I have trips planned to Pennsylvania and 
Arizona later this year, and are enjoying our visits to 
places far and near during these months and years. We 
hope that you are also. 

With retirement not too many years away (and our 
AARP cards in our pockets) , we read and listen to others 
who will volunteer advice for our benefit. It seems wise not 
to plan to start living when you retire. You may not live 
that long, and even if you do, your health may not permit 
you to go places and do things that you have on your "to 
do" list. So ... live a little bit every day along the way! Have. 
you always wanted to see the Grand Canyon or the 
Golden Gate Bridge? Maybe on top of your list is a visit to 
Nova Scotia, Europe or the Living Farm at Kings Mount
ain! 

Yes, there are many distant places that seem inviting, 
but why not start right here where we are? South Carolina 
ain't the most beautiful state in this US of A; it's one of 
fifty beautiful states, and it's a great place to start! Just 
open your eyes and you'll see visitors from all over the 
country and all over the world that have placed South 
Carolina high up on their "to do" list! Don't take for 
granted the beauty that is right at your back door! Open 
your eyes and take a good look! You might be both sur
prised and overwhelmed at what you see! 

Someone has said that you can't win in this life! If you 
run after money, you're materialistic. If you don't get it , 
you're a loser. If you get it and keep it, you're a miser. If 
you don't try to get it, you lack ambition. If you get it and 
spend it , you're a spendthrift. If you still have it after a 
lifetime of work, you're a fool who never got any fun out of 
life. As for me, my bank account may be lacking, but my 
"bank of memories" is filled to the limit! 

In closing, here's a "Test of Friendship" by Eugene 
Kennedy as printed in the U.S . News & World Report: If 
you find you can't be with someone unless you're doing 
something together ... skiing, going to a play, visiting a 
state park; in other words, an activity to which you both 
direct your attention .. . then that person may not be as 
good a friend as you think! The real test of friendship 
is ... Can you literally do nothing with the other person and 
be happy? Can you enjoy together those moments of life 
that are utterly simple? They are the moments that people 
look back on at the end of life and number as their most 
sacred experiences. 

Perhaps Malcolm Forbes summed it up best of all: 
"You'll live longer if your spirit's stirred by the world about 
you, be it the next village, the next border, the next 
continent, or the next planet. The worst hurt to mind and 
life is never to have moved out at all. That's really 
crippling. Don't be a shut-in when there's "America the 
Beautiful" to see from sea to shining sea. Don't stay put 
when you can put foot into any part of this still whole, 
wide, and mostly wonderful world." 

Excuse me, but it's time to get out the road maps, gas 
up the family chariot and head out for Ohio! See you on 
the road! 

~/.~ 
Dana L. Sawyer 

Editor 
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Visitors admire the tranquil beauty of Matthews Creek aboue Rauen Cliff Falls at Caesars Head State Park. 
(Photo by Dan Turpin) 




