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ABSTRACT 

This study is an attempt to compile the historic 
material that relates to secondary education in South 
Carolina in terms of the purpose indicated in the title 
"backgrounds." It is not an attempt to develop the 
material into a history of secondary education. 

The division of the State's history into several periods 
or epochs furnishes convenient basis for a study of these 
backgrounds. Chapters II, III, IV, V, and VI corre
spond to the five periods and with the five breaks or 
divisions there were lapses in educational interest and 
activity. 

The introductory chapter outlines the purposes and 
methods of the study. The second chapter sets up the 
Colonial backgrounds as they rest upon the ideals and 
standards of the settlers, and shows how these became a 
part of the life in the colony. This period is marked by 
the private school and the feeble attempts of the colonists 
to set up a free school system. 

Chapter III shows how the private school and the 
academy flourished but without rendering adequate ser
vice to many of the people. Some attempts to revive and 
build up free schools in the period following the Revolu
tion were made but still much of the work done here was 
private, and the sympathies of the public were not with
out prejudice on account of the feeling that the free 
schools were only for the poor. 

Chapter IV shows that the war from 1861 to 1865 left 
little inclination and opportunity for carrying on the 
business of education. The reconstruction government 
set up an education system, but it was not successful be
cause it did not serve a larger part of the people. In 
1776 and thereafter more definite attempts were made. 
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There were no provisions in any of the early constitu
tions for education. The first was in 1868. Until yet 
there is no mention in the constitution of high schools. 

In 1907 the first high school Act was passed. Very 
few high schools at that time were doing standard work. 
Under this Act there are now about 250 high schools 
serving as many communities and 25,000 high school 
pupils. 

Many newspapers containing advertisements, news 
items, stories and other educational history have been 
examined. A list of these actually examined are in the 
body of the treatment and in the bibliography. 

Historical treatises, statistical compilations, legislative 
records, reports, catalogs, bulletins, announcements, ad
dresses, pamphlets, biographies and autobiographies sup
ply the materials compiled. Important facts that are 
typical or basic are given. No attempt has been made 
to give full accounts of many of the experiments in edu
cation, but rather to suggest sources and high marks. 

Much material in the Charleston Library, the 
University of South Carolina Library, the South Carolina 
State Library, a number of private libraries, archives of 
school records, and, thu the courtesy of friends, has been 
examined. Most of this is indicated in the bibliography. 
A questionnaire sent to 700 libraries, institutions, and 
individuals made available much of the material ex
amined and much more that could not be examined for 
lack of time and space. A full history of secondary 
school work during the entire time covered by these back
ground data would occupy too much space for one vol
ume. Much of the original material of historic value is 
being lost. This study reveals that fact. 

Important facts are: 
1. The spirit of the colonists was not without recogni

tion of the need of education. 
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2. Early private schools and teachers supplied that 
need. 

3. Church schools added much to the work of the 
schools. 

4. The first school legislation was in 1710 and 1712. 
5. Further school legislation was in 1723. 
6. No extensive development of free schools had taken 

place by 1811, there being only eleven free schools. 
7. First statewide free school measure was passed in 

1811. 
8. Little progress was made in secondary school 

work, except in private schools, till 1861. 
9. Interruption by the war in 1861 caused a collapse 

till after reconstruction. 
10. No general statewide program for public high 

schools was set up till 1907. 
11. Under the State high school law encouraging 

progress has been made. 
12. Yet, hardly more than half the children of high 

school age are in high schools. 



CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A search thru the histories of South Carolina to see 
what is recorded there relating to education, and par
ticularly to intermediate, or secondary education, led 
to the conclusion that many apparently important state
ments must have bases in original sources not known 
and not readily accessible to the general reader, nor even 
to the student of education seeking background, or foun
dation, material. This conclusion led to the decision to 
make thoro search for some of these original sources 
that comprise the foundation data in the history of edu
cation in the State. 

Further examination of materials made it clear that 
even a brief treatment would not be possible unless 
there were made a definite limitation of scope and aim. 
Hence, the purpose to confine discussion to the scope 
indicated in the term "backgrounds." 

Treatment of this material has involved, in a meas
ure, the use of such facts and data as are found in a 
general history of education or a history of free school, 
or elementary education, because secondary education 
rests on the same foundations as the other—in fact, the 
backgrounds are in large measure identical. 

Purpose of Study 

a. To bring together in brief compass some of the 
available historic data furnishing a background, or set
ting, for whatever there was of secondary education in 
each of the four periods of the State's history, the 
colonial, the post-Revolutionary, the post-Confederate 
War, and the period following reconstruction. 

b. To ascertain the purposes, motives, and aims of 
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those who established schools of secondary grade or gave 
instruction of secondary rank. 

c. To discover the method of establishment, support, 
and maintenance, of these schools. 

d. To find the approximate number, particularly at 
certain periods, and the extent of their development. 

e. To show to what extent their aims and claims were 
realized. 

f. To show the influence of each period upon the suc
ceeding period, and of all periods upon secondary edu
cation at the present time. 

g. To furnish an outline basis for further study and in 
some measure lay the foundation for a more detailed 
organization of the history of secondary education in 
South Carolina frcni the colony to the present time. 

Sources 

a. A questionnaire sent to 700 individuals and libraries. 
Dear Sir: As a special piece of investigation I am 

endeavoring to collect from authentic and original 
sources all of the historic information that I can on the 
development of academic education, preparatory educa
tion, secondary or high school education thruout the 
entire history of South Carolina. Before the older people 
now living are gone we need their help in collecting, 
arranging, and recording facts that are valuable as his
tory and that will explain present ideals, standards, and 
conditions. I am, therefore, taking the liberty of request
ing you to help all you can by furnishing the informa
tion called for below. 

1. Do you have in your possession any of the following 
that relate to schools or education as described above? 
(List what you have.) 

A. Legislative Acts. 
B. Reports. 
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C. Catalogues. 
D. Records or minutes. 
E. Newspapers' or news stories. 
F. Notices or advertisements. 
G. Any other materials furnishing information. 
2. Do you have, do you know of, or can you give me the 

name or names of those who may have information of 
the following sort that will throw light on high school 
education of the past as described above? 

A. Life sketches. 
B. Biographies or autobiographies'. 
C. Stories or reminiscences. 
D. Personal narratives or experiences. 
3. Do you have, or can you furnish information about 

those who have, facts about early education that will 
throw light on the following? 

A. Types or kinds of preparatory or high schools. 
B. Their location or locations. 
C. Their duration. 
D. The courses' they offered. 
E. Their special aims and purposes. 
4. If you can furnish any of the above information or 

can give the names of those who might do so, kindly 
furnish them on the back of this sheet. 

5. If you know of any libraries, public or private, or 
of any other sources of historic information that would 
be useful in this investigation please state where it may 
be found. 

6. If you have any material that you could lend for 
examination or study, kindly indicate that fact so that 
I may take up the matter further in order to make an 
arrangement satisfactory to you by which the material 
may be examined. 

The many helpful responses to this* questionnaire led 
to the finding of many facts that the tabors of an individ
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ual without such assistance would not discover in many 
months. Biographies, autobiographies, addresses, 
reports, sketches, pamphlets, bulletins, announcements, 
catalogs and many other forms of printed matter in 
institutional, public, and private libraries were thus made 
available. 

b. Old newspaper files and clippings. A list of those 
examined appears.later in the discussion. 

c. Acts of the Colonial Council and of the General 
Assembly. 

d. Reports of Colonial, State, and other officials. 
e. Petitions to legislative bodies. 
f. Reports of legislative committees and commissions. 
g. Legislative charters and acts of incorporation. 
h. Minutes of corporate societies and governing boards. 
i. Reports, catalogs, bulletins, announcements. 
j. Messages to the General Assembly (Governor and 

others). 
k. State histories, biographies, pamphlets, addresses, 

statistical compilations. 
1. Historical studies in education. 

Scope 

Treatment has been limited to the scope indicated in 
the term "backgrounds" and in keeping with the purpose 
stated. The aim is not to write a complete history of 
secondary education. The attempt at such a develop
ment would lead beyond the reasonable limits of a thesis. 

Method of Treatment 

The use of material is partly discoursive and partly 
statistical. Frequent reference to original sources 
is made in order that the reader may follow up in greater 
detail any fact he may desire. When it was possible to 
find such sources only original material has been used as 
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the basis for any statement. When secondary sources 
are used they are adequately accredited. Statistical com
pilations are verified from sources referred to in the 
several annotations and in the bibliography. 

Thruout this discussion will appear in quoted selections 
many obsolete forms of spelling, and uses of capitals and 
punctuation marks that are not now accepted as good 
form, but these quotations have been used just as found 
in original sources. 



CHAPTER II 

COLONIAL BACKGROUNDS 

Who Settled the Colony and When? 

Since the aim of this discussion is primarily to deal 
with basic facts, in outline, relating to intermediate edu
cation, only a brief, condensed statement of this topic is 
necessary. 

Basing this condensation on the several sources, the 
map given as exhibit A at the end of the discussion, 
shows in graphic form the countries from which settlers 
came to Carolina and their distribution in the province1. 
Reasonably ready access may be had to the history, edu
cational and otherwise, of the countries in Europe 
whence the groups of settlers came. For that reason 
only a showing of the time and places from which they 
came is made. It is assumed that some of the educa
tional ideals and standards of the mother country were 
transferred to the new world. (See Exhibit A, p. 132). 

Earliest Legislation 

There is no record of law passed in South Carolina be
fore 1682, twelve years after the settlement. The first 
authority for printing the laws was in 1712. There was 
no regular record of judicial procedure earlier than 1703, 
nor any entered in bound books before 1710. The two 
oldest acts handed down were "for observation of the 
Lord's day," and for the suppressing of idle, drunken, 

*McCrady, South Carolina under the Royal Government, Ch. VIII. 
Simms, Geography of South Carolina. 
Ramsay, History of South Carolina. 
Rivers, Historical Sketches of South Carolina. 
Knight, The Academy Movement in the South. 
Mills, Statistics of South Carolina. 
Morse, Universal Geography. 
Carroll, Historical Collections of South Carolina. 



16 University Extension Division 

or swearing persons." But as early as 1695 an act was 
passed for registering births, marriages and burials.1 

Ramsay makes the statement that "the early settlers' 
had no sooner provided shelter and the necessaries of 
life than they took measures for promoting the moral 
and literary improvement of themselves.2 This may not 
be literally true, for it was not until 1700, thirty years 
after the first settlers at Charleston, that the act estab
lishing a library was passed3. This act is not to be found, 
but the act of 1712 recites the fact of the earlier act and 
its provision for a library. Further, the journal of the 
Commons House of Assembly of June 17, 1703, states 
that Nicholas Trott informs the House that Dr. Bray had 
sent sundry books as a further addition to the "Public 
Library", and the House ordered that its thanks be sent 
to Dr. Bray by Mr. Trott. Later references to appro
priations for cataloging the library further establish the 
fact of its existence, and led McCrady to say that "this 
is believed to have been the first public library in 
America"4. 

Rivers states that "by the efforts of Rev. Thomas 
Bray, the Bishop of London's commissary in Maryland, 
and from the bounty of the lords proprietors and con
tributions of the Carolinians, the first public library was 
formed in Charles Town, and placed by act of Assembly 
under the care of the Episcopal minister," in November, 
17005. Ramsay places an earlier law for "securing the 
provincial library of Charleston" in 16986. 

The Educational Motive 

In his narratives of early Carolina, Oldmixon records 

•Ramsay, History of South Carolina. Vol. 2. p. 150. 
'Ramsay, History of South Carolina, p. 353. 
•Meriwether, Higher Kducation In South Carolina, p. 13. 
•McCrady, South Carolina Under the Proprietary Government, p. 701. 
•Rivera, Historical Sketches of South Carolina, p. 231. 
•Ramsay, History of South Carolina, p. 353. 
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evidence of early literary interest in the colony. Attrib
uting credit for the early rise of libraries to Dr. Thomas 
Bray, and referring to Charles Town, he says: "There 
is a publick library in Town and a Free-School has been 
long talked of: Whether founded or not, we have not 
learn'd"1. 

It is apparent that the religious motive entered largely 
into the purpose of the early settlers, since much space 
is given in the records to accounts of the spread of the 
church and to the aims and purposes of those who devoted 
much time to the promotion of education. After the 
colony, however, other and more varied motives influ
enced the spread of education, particularly the motive of 
intelligent citizenship in a self-governing democracy. 

As early as 1710 an "Act for the founding and erect
ing of a Free School" in Charlestown was passed by the 
Colonial Council. The preamble has the following sig
nificant language: "It is necessary that a free school be 
erected for the instruction of the youth of the Province 
in grammar and other arts and sciences and useful learn
ing, and also in the principles of the Christian religion." 
It is also recorded that "several well disposed Christians, 
by their last wills, have given several sums of money 
for the founding a free school." 

This first free school act created a corporation, making 
the Governor and fifteen others a body with power to 
prescribe rules', select a master, who must be of the 
Church of England, and who should teach the Latin and 
Greek languages and the useful parts of mathematics. 

Dalcho says that after the repeal of an act of 1704 by 
a more liberal act in 1706, The Society for the Propaga
tion of the Gospel sent out missionaries not only to preach, 
but to "encourage the setting up of schools for the teach-

K)ldmixon, Narratives of Early Carolina. 
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ing of children"1. Rivers* connects education and Chris
tianity as so blended that a country cannot have one if 
long without the other2. At Goosecreek, as early as 1704, 
a school was opened by Rev. S. Thomas. Several of the 
ordained missionaries of the Society for the Propagation 
of the Gospel in Foreign Parts acted as masters.3 

It was in Governor Tynte's* administration that the free 
school act was passed. The commissioners named in the 
act were: "Hon. Colonel Edward Tynte, Esq., Governor, 
Colonel Thomas Broughton, Esq., Landgrave Joseph Mor
ton, Mr. William Gibbon, Colonel George Logan, Richard 
Berresford, Esq., Arthur Middleton, Esq., Captain John 
Abraham Motte, Colonel Hugh Grange, Ralph Izard, Esq., 
Lieutenant Colonel Alexander Parris*, Esq., Lewis Pas-
quereau, Dr. Gideon Johnson, Dr. Francis Le Jau, Mr. 
Alexander Wood, and Nicholas Trott, Esq."4 This group 
contained leading men of all parties in the province, 
churchmen, dissenters, Huguenots. This combining of 
interests aimed at better support and maintenance of 
schools for all. The commis*sioners were empowered to 
meet annually on the second Tuesday in July to select 
officers, the governor being made first president and 
required by law to call the first meeting. The act appro
priated all gifts and legacies to the use of the free school 
in the province. A number of these legacies had been 
made previously. A notable one was the Berresford 
Bounty. Other powers were the right to buy lands, 
select fit person as master of the school, by the name and 
style of preceptor and teacher of grammar and other arts 
and sciences. 

The population of the colony about this time is indi-

'Dalcho, History of the Episcopal Church in S. C. 
'Rivers. Historical Sketches of South Carolina. 
'Digest of (London) Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign 

Parts. 
'Statutes of South Carolina, Vol. II. p. 336. 
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cated in a long letter making report to the queen of Eng
land and to others addressed as "your lordships" as hav
ing been written according to instructions, under date of 
September 17, 1708, and signed by the Governor and 
members of the Council. "The number of inhabitants in 
this province of all sorts, are computed to be 9,580 souls; 
of which there are 1,360 freemen, 900 free women, 60 
white servant men, 60 white servant women, 1,700 white 
free children, 1,800 negro men slaves, 1,100 women 
negro slaves, 500 Indian men slaves, 600 Indian women 
slaves, 1,200 negro children slaves, and 33 Indian chil
dren slaves"1. This reinforces McCrady's opinion that 
it is reasonable to suppose that but few of the earliest 
settlers brought wives or children. But before the end 
of the seventeenth century the number of children 
brought here or born here began to demand schools and 
religious instruction beyond the resources of the inhabi-
ants2. 

John Douglass was the first master of the free school. 
He was required to teach Latin and Greek and the prin
ciples of religion as held by the Church of England. This, 
notwithstanding the fact that one of the commissioners, 
Landgrave Morton, was one of the leading dissenters in 
the colony. 

The first act of 1710 was repealed in 1712 (apparently 
without having become operative) and a more elaborate 
measure enacted, naming the same commissioners with 
the exception of Colonel Rhett and Rev. Robert Maule 
in place of John Abraham Motte, who had died, and Rev. 
Alexander Wood, who had left the province. Under the 
new act the commissioners were required to meet once 
a year to select officers and twice a year for other pur
poses. They were authorized to receive all gifts and 

'Rivers. Historical Sketches of South Carolina, p. 231. 
'McCrady, South Carolina under the Proprietary Government, p. 701. 
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legacies appropriated to a free school, to select land and 
build houses for teachers. John Douglass was desig
nated "by the name and stile of Preceptor or Teacher of 
Grammar and other of the Arts and Sciences to be taught 
in the Free School at Charles Town for the Province of 
South Carolina"1. The commissioners were to prescribe 
rules for the school. Any person giving 20 pounds was 
permitted to name a scholar to be taught for five years. 
For the use of the lands and dwelling houses and a salary 
of 100 pounds', the schoolmaster was to teach twelve 
scholars free, in addition. Tuition for others was at the 
rate of four pounds per annum per scholar. If the num
ber should become too large for one master to manage 
the commissioners might employ an "usher" at 50 pounds 
a year, and 30 shillings for each scholar under his charge 
besides the free scholars. 

The act further authorized the employment of a fit 
person to teach writing, the principles of vulgar arithme
tic, and merchants' accounts. His compensation was to 
be the same as that of usher. 

That the school was established and maintained till 
the year 1729 or later is born out by an inscription on a 
tombstone in St. Philip's churchyard in Charleston: 

"The Revd Mr. John Lambert 
Late Master, Principal, and Teacher of Grammar 

And Other Sciences Taught in the 
Free School 

At Charlestown for ye Province of South Carolina 
And Afternoon Lecturer of this Parish 

Of Saint Philips Charlestown 
Departed this Life (suddenly) on ye 4 August, 1729 

Blessed is this servant whom His Lord when 
He cometh shall find so doing." 

Schools might be established in each of the other par-

'Statutea of South Carolina, Vol. II, p. 389. 
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> ishe s, and the'school masters were to receive ten pounds 
per annum, dhd an allotment of twelve pounds was made 
for the1 building of a parish schoolhouse. 

.000,07$ omoD9d nispn bad fi in I v ^ "»•' v 

i; 1 Bounties and Benefactions 

These^altrh^piiriafibns were madb possible, in part, by 
legacies'dfe^iiiiiai^d for the use Of education. The follow-

bn "irig w d^e the' early notable ones: 
' Bfelntficiat-y' S£7 Date 

Mr.' 'Wliitralirsh bsV^Sti Paul's Pariah 
r Mr; liodiatn • w.y I Qobm O reek 
Jjfjc^iehard Beresfwd fThomas 

!;dPt^rri?firAfiflmrB.[ftv W'81'arlsh 1733 
F'rancis Williams Instruction of Poor ,. bnn omoa oJ D'jgaiuoin9 tn im tr. 

gnibiooaa bsfiiliUJp 919W Dorchester 
oriJ yd bsbnemmooi bnc «noilointani 

fa ^G^pjony of Gongregationalists under the lead-
r ttfship 9f,Iiev. Joseph Lord had settled above Charlestown 
, , on .'the, law lands on the Cooper River near the present 

town of Summervilie. In 1733 an act incorporating the 
[free school of Dorches'ter (opened in ,1734) mentions the 
fact that the school at Charlestown is sufficient to meet 

j ,fh|e pf, th^ people. After this time we are told by 
. Rajpay; ;that; the youth of the colony were able to secure 

instruction in the classics and the mathematics. 
"With increasing wealth came increasing love of 

learning.. Qpulent planters maintained private tutors, 
or sen^tneir Kins aLroacl1K 'None of the British Prov

inces;'in proportion to their numbers, sent so many of 
! their sons to Europe fOT feducation as South Carolina"2. 

1 ' Under-the influence of Governor, Sir Francis Nichol-
> b 'son,1 the first royal governor, 1721-24, many legacies were 
'o for the purpose of educating the poor. The Beresford 
hmboufrty, to the amount of G500 p ounds became one of the 

•llhmrrMnt), Sr tUtti'-CaroMna, p. ' 148; • 
'FiahiKtty^'Miwiwy of Houito Carolina, 1 Vol; II, p. 358. 

Amount 
500 pounds 

2,000 pounds 
6,500 pounds 
2,200 pounds 

200 pounds 
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largest. By the time of the Revolution it had increased 
to 10,000 pounds and was supporting 30 pupils. Reduc
tions in this fund after the Revolution were partially 
overcome so that by 1861 it had again become $70,000. 
Again the war of the sixties caused the fund to diminish 
to $20,000, but its history shows* exceptional management 
for the long lapse of time after its beginning1. 

In 1721 an act was passed establishing county and 
precinct courts. In 1722 an act to further regulate the 
proceedings of these courts was pass'ed. It empowered 
them to purchase land and build a free schoolhouse in 
each precinct, and to select schoolmasters. As the stipend 
allowed schoolmasters was too small, and in order that 
good and able masters might be encouraged to come and 
settle in the precincts, such as were qualified according 
to his Majesty's instructions and recommended by the 
Governor and council, skilled in the Latin tongue, and 
approved by the justices of the court, who were given 
the same power as commissioners of the free school in 
Charleston, each master was to receive a special stipend 
of 25 pounds and teach free ten children designated by 
the justices. 

Other schools added to Charleston and Goose Creek 
as a result of this act, were Wass'amasaw, Echaw, Wil
ton, Beaufort, Wando2. 

Summary of Educational Legislation 

During the legislative session of 1838 a committee was 
appointed to examine into the free school system, upon 
the basis of recommendations contained in a message of 
Governor Patrick Noble. This report contains much data 
relative to education in South Carolina from the time of 
the first free school act in 1710 till the year of the report. 

"Meriwether. History of Higher Education In South Carolina, p. 15. 
'MeCrady, South Carolina Under the Royal Government, p. 46. 
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It is printed in the reports of the General Assembly for 
1839. An account of legislation relating to education, 
the founding of societies and the like, for the days before 
the Revolution, may also be found in Ramsay's History 
of South Carolina, second volume. 

Education of the Negro 

While the incomplete records now extant indicate some 
attention to free school education, the major portion of 
the people looked upon the free school as for the poor, 
and the most common type of schooling in the early part 
of the seventeenth century was private—secured by use 
of tutors or governesses, or from private teachers and 
schools. 

The sparseness of the population contributed to this. 
In the town the people were not yet used to the public 
school idea, and the well-to-do regarded the matter as a 
private responsibility. In the isolated plantation homes 
it was more natural that each one expected to provide 
for his own child's instruction, either by having the 
teacher in the home or by sending the child to the town, 
where private schools were becoming numerous. 

The education of the negro was not wholly neglected. 
In the face of the fact that in the year 1788 a law was 
passed forbidding the teaching of negro slaves to write1, 
there had been provided by the whites in the year 1743 
a schoolhouse for the schooling of negroes in the colony, 
as is shown by the following statement of donations, 
representing gifts from a number of the leading citi
zens. Thomas Addis Emmet, M. D., writing in the Febru
ary, 1905, number of the Magazine of History, New York, 
quotes these facts from the South Carolina Gazette for 
1743, prefacing them with this language: "Some years 
ago the author had in his possession a memorandum 

'S. C. Juxtlce of Peace for Magistrate*, p. 347. 
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which stated that this schoolhouse, built in 1742-43, was 
the second which had been erected by the city of Charles
ton for the education of negro children, whose parents 
indeed represented the only portion of the community 
unable to educate itself. In these schools the pupils 
received gratuitous instruction and were obliged to attend 
regularly until the age of twelve years. ... It is evident, 
therefore, that the first public school in America, in the 
accepted sense, existed in Charleston, at least as early 
as 1743." In this article the writer makes the point that 
other so-called free or public schools were for religious 
instruction, that the Latin Grammar schools were fee 
s'chools and not free, hence his declaration that the first 
public school was this one. 

Then follows a full page of an account showing the 
items of receipts and expenditure on the negro school-
house in Charleston. The gifts or subscriptions were in 
amounts from four pounds to fifty pounds. The giver of 
the largest amount was referred to as "another person 
who desires to be unknown." The account was audited 
and examined by the proper vouchers, and approved by 
the vestry of the Parish of St. Philip, Charlestown, and 
signed by William Smith, Clerk. It was sworn to before 
James' Wright, J. P., by Rev. Mr. Garden, on December 
12, 1743. 

Earliest Educational News 

On January 8th, 1732, there was begun in Charles 
Town the publication of THE SOUTH CAROLINA 
GAZETTE, the second paper in the colony and one of the 
earliest in America.1 This newspaper was issued weekly 
until 1795 when it was suspended for a short time on 
account of the Revolution. An almost unbroken series of 
bound copies is in the library of Charleston. In this 

'The South Carolina Weekly Journal began about 1730, but was appar
ently soon abandoned. 
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eight-page news sheet there soon began to appear inter
esting news and advertising matter relating to education, 
and to the life of the people as expressed in various' ways', 

As early as July 1, 1732, there appeared an advertise
ment reflecting the interest of the people in music. "For 
the benefit of Henry Campbell the 6th of the month, at 
the Council Chamber, will be performed a consort of 
Vocal and Instrumental Mustek: To begin at 7 o'clock. 
N. B. Country Dances for Diversion of the Ladies." 

On October 21st, 1732, the following advertisement: 
"For the benefit of Mr. Salter, at the Council Chamber, 
on Wednesday the 25th Instant, will be a Consort of 
Musick. Tickets to be had at Mrs. Saureau's and Mrs. 
Peach's on the Bay, at 40 s. each. To begin at 6 o'clock 
precisely. N. B. There will be a Ball after the Consort." 

The next number, appearing on October 28th, conveyed 
this bit of social news: "On Wednesday Night there was 
a Consort for the benefit of Mr. Salter, at which was a 
fine Appearance of Good Company: a Ball was after
wards opened by the Lord Forester and Miss Hill." 

An examination of these early newspapers reveals 
many similar announcements and news items. Dramatic 
performances, fairs, concerts, balls, clubs, and the like 
reflected the interests of the colony. 

This investigation did not go thru all these papers, 
but the numbers were all examined column by column 
for the filist five years. Then was examined each volume 
for every fifth year up to 1750. After that every tenth 
volume was examined up to 1811, the date of the first 
State-wide free, or public Bchool, a ct. 

McCrady states in his History of South Carolina that 
he has in his possession copies of 412 advertisements and 
notices pertaining to education as printed in the num-

'•K! no n I . ;.i oo^iJ'Hod) , I 01 j.,'. 
•Quotations from the "Gazette" ye exact, inppellimf, punctuation, and 

capitalization. M > < O-SOl' i ft I i , 
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bers of the GAZETTE from the year 1732 to the year 
1772. 

In number 29 of this weekly is this notice: "At a meet
ing of the Trustees, &e., at Childsberry, July 15, 1732, it 
was agreed to Give Notice, that the Grammar School at 
the said Place will be vacant of a Master in September 
next, and that any Person qualified and willing to under
take and teach the said School, may apply to the said 
1 rustees ot same, at the said Place, where they meet on 
every fourth Saturday, from the date above mentioned." 
I his n otice was repeated in the next two numbers'. 

One method of collecting s'chool fees is indicated here, 
on December 23d, 1/32. "Whereas several Persons have 
been a long time indebted to Adam Battin for schooling, 
Writing and Accompts; all such Persons indebted as 
aforesaid are desired to pay their respective Debts by 
the 1st of Jan, next, without any further Delay." 

Interest in a sister colony is reflected in the following 
news appearing March, 3d, 1733. "From New-York, we 
heie, that at the breaking up of their Assembly, on the 
14th of Octob. last, their Governor was pleased to sign 
23 Acts, which are printed, among which is one to 
encourage a public School in the City of New York, for 
teaching Latin, Greek, and Mathematicks." 

On March 24, 1732, the following: "Peter Precour, 
Master of Arts, is arrived in the Province but a small 
Time, and is willing to acquaint the Publick that he'll 
teach the liench and Latin Tongues; and his Spouse 
Mounts and paints bans, and will learn to Draw; they 
living on the Green, at the House of Mr. Thomas Farless 
in Dock-street." 

A definite suggestion of the subjects offered in those 
early days will appear from the notice in the Gazette of 
May 19, 1 <33. "At the House of Mrs. Dalamare on Broad 
Street; is Taught these Sciences, 
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Arithmetic 
Algebra 
Geometry 

Viz. 
Surveying Astronomy 
Dialing Gauging 
Navigation Fortification 

Trigonometry 

The Stereographick and Orthographic Projection of 
the Sphere, the Use of the Globes, and the Italian Method 
of Book-keeping, by John Miller." 

July 21, 1733: "At the School of Mr. Adam Battin, 
deceased, in Church-Street, are s'till Taught, by another 
who has taken the said school, viz. English, French, Latin, 
Arithmetic vulgar and decimal, and Writing, at easy 
and customary Prices, by Thomas Ker." 

Not all those of liberal accomplishment and offering 
to teach were free, as the following notice in the 
GAZETTE of January, 18, 1734, shows. "Arithmetick, 
in whole Number and Fractions, Vulgar, Decimal, and 
Instrumental, Merchants Accompts, Navigation, Survey
ing, Gauging, Dialing, Geometry, Trigonometry, and 
other parts of the Mathematicks profess'd and taught 
by a person under confinement for his fees, amounting 
to 45 1. due to Robert Hale Esq; Provost Marshall. N. B. 
The Subscriber is willing to serve any Gentleman, (who 
has occasion for a Clerk or Schoolmaster) any reasonable 
time, for the payment of the aforesaid Sum. Thomas 
Ryan." 

The free school with two teachers was more modest in 
its offerings. On March 8th of the same year appeared 
this: "On Lady-Day next will be open'd, with proper 
Accommodations for Boarders, The Publick School at 
Charlestown: where will be taught the Latin and Greek 
Tongues, Writing, Arithmetick, Merchants Accompts, 
and some useful Practical Branches of the Mathematicks, 
by 
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Tionoi 
Thomas Corbett 

8qj£9VU»<3 oitemdlhA 

Assembly were ratified on Tuesday las't. "An Act for 
settling- the Salary's of the Masters of the Free School in 
Charles-Town, for the Use of the Jnhabitarits ofothe 
Province of South Carolina," and "An Act for the found
ing, erecting, governing, ordering and .vi^itjpg a Free-
School, at the Town of Dorchester in the Parish.,of St. 
George in Berkeley County, for the use of ttyBjInhabi
tants of the Province of South C^f^gm(X)gIJ3 I)njj 

May 11, 1734: "This is* to give Notice, that the Widow 
Varnod hqs set up a French-Schopl for; young Ladies, 
and teaches them all sorts of Imbroidery: 'Ske lives in 
the House of Mr. Douxsaint in Church-street near the 
Fronck Ckurch in p^rWtpip" mim olorfw ni 

All scholars were not free. On the same date 'this 
advertisement appeared: "Dr. ^o.r Cdope? tofft ZjTrish 
Servants of whom he bought indentures. One educated-
bred a scholar. Other a gardener—goes under disguise 
of Plumb-tree." 

November 1G, 1734, the WalerWd 
the present Schoolmaster of Wassamasaw-School, gives 
notice, that any Gentleman Planter or others, who want 
to send their Children to School, may be provided with 
good conveniency for boarding and at reasonable rates 
within the quarters. Writing and Arithmetick in all its 
most useful parts' and the Rudiments of Grammar are 
taught, but more particularly English, of which great 
care is token, and by such methods as few Masterd bare 
to take the trouble of, being taught grammatically. 
N. B. The above said Master is not likely to move1 in a 
s'hort time: For the late changes of Masters has'^een 
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no small disadvantage to the School, and the reason of 
this advertisement." 

On January 17, 1736, David Delescure, reader of the 
French church proposed to teach French and English 
"in a facil and easy method at home or abroad," and 
notice was given that a person well qualified for a School
master may apply to Mr. Dutarque or Mr. Michael Darby, 
living at the upper part of Canehoy, and meet with suit
able Encouragement. The School house being ready 
built." 

This notice appearing on February 14, 1735, may furn
ish part of the ground for the statement made by several 
writers about the early free schools of the State that they 
were not popular nor successful because they were looked 
upon as being for the poor, and that the well-to-do were 
able and therefore expected to provide for their own 
children. "Whereas by Act of Assembly of this Province 
for founding, erecting and governing a Free School in 
(Charlestown) 'tis among other things enacted, That any 
number of Scholars? not exceeding twelve, to be nominated 
and appointed by the Commissioners of the said School 
shall therein be taught free: And whereas no application 
has yet been made to the said Commissioners for their 
Nomination and Appointment of any such Scholars: 
they have therefore thought fit to give this publick Notice 
that on proper Application to them in behalf of such 
Children, as may be entitled to the benefit of said Law, 
they will forthwith nominate and appoint them, not 
exceeding the aforesaid Number, to the benefit of the 
same accordingly. By Order of the Board of the Hon. 
the Free-School-Commissioners, the 29th of January, 
1735. William Smith, Clerk." This date apparently 
should have been 1736, the copy of the GAZETTE being 
the proper number for that date. 

During the same year B. Roberts offered to teach the 
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children of gentlemen and ladies to draw. David 
Del'Escure proposed to give lessons to young masters and 
misses in reading and writing French and English at 
3 pounds per quarter. Henry Makeroth and John Keen 
proposed to teach all gentlemen in town or country so 
inclined to blow the French horn, or to teach their ser
vants. They would also likewise give their attendance 
at any company of pleasure, upon notice. 

On January 12, 1740, a notice indicated the nature of 
instruction offered to girls. "Embroidery, Tapestry, 
Drawing, French, And all sorts of Work fit for young 
Ladies to learn, taught very carefully by Jane Voyer, 
who will (if she meets with good Encouragement, set 
up a great Boarding School, wherin she will (for their 
better Conveniency) take Dancing and Musick Masters, 
&c. she having be-spoke a House suitable in Case she gets 
Scholars sufficient. Enquire of the Printer." 

Again on the 26th of the same month a list of accom
plishments was described in due form: "Writing, Arith-
metick, vulgar and Decimal, Geometry, Trigonometry, 
Navigation, Astronomy, Surveying, Gauging, Merchants 
Accompts, Dialing, Fortification, Algebra, also the Use 
of the Globes', Maps, Charts and other Mathematical 
Instruments, taught by Barnabas Fleming Student in 
Mathematicks, near the Printing-house Charlestown. 
N. B. Gentlemen whose Employments hinder them from 
learning in the Day, may be attended at the said School 
two or three Hours in an Evening, in order to learn, any 
of the above Arts or Sciences, &c." 

An advertisement appearing January 26, 1740, shows 
what a book and stationery merchant had to offer. "Just 
Imported—A Choice Assortment of History Books, Com
mon Prayer Books with and without Cuts, Bibles, Testa
ments, Plays, Dyche's Spelling Books, Psalters, Hattons 
Comes', Primmers, Horn-books, Writing Paper, Quills, 
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Ink Powder, super fine black Sealing Wax, Bonds, Bills 
of Sale, Indemnifying Bonds, Leases and Releases, 
Powers of Attorney, Bills of Lading, Apprentices, Inden
tures both for Boys and Girls, Writing Paper with gilt 
Edges, Mortgages, &c." 

On February 2, 1740, "Notice isf hereby given by the 
Commissioners of the Free School of Charles-town, that 
they have appointed Mr. Hugh Anderson First Master 
of the said Free-School, in the Room of Mr. Corbett, who 
has resigned the said Place, and is lately gone to Eng
land: And also Mr. Neal McNeal, Writing Master of the 
said School, in the Room of Mr. Thomas Hasell, lately 
also gone to England; And that the said School will be 
open'd on Monday, the 5th of February next, where all 
due Care will be taken for the Education of such Youths 
as shall be sent thither, and also for the proper accom
modation of such as shall want to be Boarded. By Order 
of the Board. William Smith, Clerk." 

One notice offered to take to board and teach daugh
ters of anybody in the "country." On February 7, 1743 
the free school commissioners gave notice that on account 
of the increased number of grammar scholars an usher, 
or second master, was required for due attendance and 
instruction, and invited applications from any duly quali
fied persons. 

On the 11th of the same month the subscribers to the 
school at Childberry were called to meet on March 2nd 
to select a trustee in the room of the Rev. Mr. Thomas 
Hasell, deceased. All having money belonging to said 
school would pay their interest that day, their bonds then 
becoming due. Those that had neglected for some years 
to pay their interest, it was hoped, would be there in 
order to settle their respective debts, otherwise the trus
tees would be obliged to demand it by other hands. 

School notices were sometimes closely associated with 
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other kinds. On March 4, 1745: "Young Ladies care
fully taught to read French and English, and all sorts 
of Needle Work, by Mrs. Johnson at her House in Broad 
street, backwards between Dr. Martine's and Mr. 
Hayne&'s. There was stolen out of her said House on 
the 10th of February, a small Piece of Embroidery in a 
black F^ame with a crack'd Glass, representing Moses 
taken up in the Bull Rushes, done with Silk on white 
Holland. Whoever gives such Information thereof that 
it may be had again shall be rewarded by Sarah John
son." 

On March 28, 1750, the following advertisement: "This 
is to give notice, That the subscriber will open a school, 
on monday the 11th of June next, at the House (in King-
street) where the printing office was formerly kept, to 
teach youth Reading, Writing, and Arithmetic: As he 
flatters himself that his method of teaching such as shall 
be put under his tuition, will give his benefactors entire 
satisfaction, therefore he omits the common assurances 
(that are given in advertisements of this kind) of uncom
mon diligence and so on, George Sheed. N. B. Gentlemen 
and Ladies will be taught Psalmody at the said house; 
for which purpose constant attendance will be given on 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday in each week, by Their 
most humble Servant, George Sheed." 

The support of the Charles-Town library! was by 
weekly contributions, as shown by a notice of the Secre
tary, John Remington, June 18, 1750, calling a meeting 
for "receiving the arrears of the weekly contributions." 

Evening instruction was made available. "The Sub
scriber, being appointed an assistant in the Free-School, 
proposes to teach there three evenings in every Week, 
viz, Monday's, Wednesday's, and Friday's, from six to 

'The present Charleston Library Society, a private institution in exist
ence since 17<8. 
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half an hour past seven: for the benefit of such young 
Gentlemen as are desirous to learn Geometry, (&c) 
Geography, and other practical, parts of th e Mathe-
maticks, with antient History and Chronology, in the 
most concise and approved Method. William Henderson. 
N. B. He is to be spoke with at the Free-School, and will 
begin to teach as soon as proper Encouragement offers." 

The Collections of the Historical Society of South 
Carolina, Volume IV, contains the following quotation, 
also embraced in McCrady's South Carolina under The 
Proprietary Government, page 702: "Since writing that 
paper he (the author) has collected and now has in his 
hands copies of 412 advertisements relating to education, 
taken from the GAZETTE published in Charleston 
between 1732 and 1774 and has a list of the names of 
nearly 200 persons engaged in teaching as tutors, school
masters and schoolmistresses during that time." 

McCrady, who has made a more complete analysis of 
the whole colonial period says: "There were day schools, 
evening schools, and boarding schools; schools for boys 
and schools for girls. A knowledge of English, Latin, 
and Greek could be obtained in the colony at any time 
after 1712. French and music were taught constantly 
after 1733. Instrumental music lessons were given 
upon the harpsichord, spinet, violin, violoncello, guitar, 
and flute. Advertisements for teaching Italian appear 
in 1764, Spanish in 1767 and Hebrew in 1769; and 'a 
young German of undeniable character' gives notice in 
1770 to 'the nobility, gentry, and public that he can teach 
grammatically French, High and Low Dutch, Spanish, 
Portuguese, Latin'. There were schools for fencing for 
boys, and for needlework and embroidery for girls. The 
teachers were almost all from England, many of them 
clergymen and Masters of Arts. There were many 
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female teachers for the girls. Several of these came 
from London"1. 

A notice appearing several times on and after July 18, 
1794, shows a continuation of private schools and is 
typical of subjects generally offered. Stewart and Byrne's 
Academy offered languages and sciences, English, French, 
Latin, Greek, Arithmetic, Bookkeeping, Geography, 
Globes, Euclid, Geometry, Trigonometry, Surveying, 
Navigation, Conic Sections, Gauging, Gunnery, 
Astronomy, Logarithms, Rhetoric, Natural and Moral 
Philosophy, in day and night schools. 

A full examination of the facts indicates that the 
Carolina colony was doing as much for the general edu
cation of her people as any other, considering the nature 
of the problems to contend with. In the GAZETTE of 
November 9, 1769, a writer signing "Carolinacus" sug
gests that great saving can be promoted by home educa
tion, calling attention to the large sums of money spent 
annually by sending children to England to be educated 
there. It is apparent that many of the well-to-do sent 
children, especially sons, to England for higher training. 

Societies With Educational Aims. 

As early as 1737 organized groups of citizens began to 
take interest in various social and educational problems. 
Between that date and the Revolution the following 
societies were formed: 

Incor-
Society Location Organized porated 

South Carolina .Charleston 1737 1752 (?) 
Winyah Indigo Georgetown 1740 1757 
Fellowship Charleston 1769 

The first of these employed teachers and taught and 
clothed poor children. The second had its beginning as a 

'McCrady, South Carolina Under the Royal Government, p. 490. 
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convivial society but was converted into a society for 
the promotion of education. All the records of the Win-
yah Society were destroyed or lost at the close of the War 
Between the States. There is tradition that about 1740 
the planters of Georgetown formed this convivial society 
which met the first Friday of each month. By 1753 the 
treasury of the society became "plethoric of gold" and 
the hearts of the members overflowed with the milk of 
human kindness. What should be done with the sur
plus funds became the question of the hour. It was 
agreed to devote the surplus to the founding of an "Inde
pendent Charity School" for the poor. This school 
became the school for all the country lying between 
Charleston and the North Carolina line for more than 
a hundred years. "In its infancy it supplied the place 
of primary school, high school, grammar school, and 
collegiate institute." "The rich and poor alike drank 
from this fountain of knowledge, and the Farmer, the 
Planter, the Mechanic, the Artisan, the General of the 
Armies, Lawyers, Doctors, Priests, Senators, and Gov
ernors of the State, have each looked back to the Winyah 
Indigo Society as the grand source of their success and 
their distinction. To many it was the only source of edu
cation. Here they began, here they ended that discipli
nary course which was their only preparation for the 
stern conflicts of life"1. 

On the 21st day of May, 1757, the Colonial Council 
ratified the Act of incorporation. The preamble contains 
the following significant language: "Whereas, several 
inhabitants of the Parish of Prince George Winyah, and 
others, taking into consideration the great disadvantages 
the said inhabitants labored under from want of a school 
for the education of children, did; on or about the seventh 

'McCrady, History of South Carolina Under the Royal Government, 
p. 488. 
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day of March, one thousand seven hundred and fifty-five, 
enter into a voluntary Society for founding and erecting 
a free school at Georgetown, in the Parish afores'aid, and 
have, at a considerable expense, employed masters of the 
said school, who already have a great number of children 
under their care and tuition; which undertaking they 
hope will in time, if duly encouraged and properly estab
lished, be of great advantage to the religious as well as 
the civil concerns of the Province, and are desirous of 
having the Society incorporated, thereby to put them 
under a more solid and lasting foundation than they can 
be by their voluntary subscriptions only; for promoting, 
therefore, so good a work, we humbly pray his most 
sacred Majesty that it may be enacted." 

The officers of the Society were incorporated as a body 
politic with the members and all successors with definite 
powers specified. Section four of this act of incorpora
tion made provision for an educational feature.1 

During the Revolution 

It is interesting to note that during the stress of war the 
people of the colony gave more attention to education than 
one would naturally expect. This interest continued 
thru the years of reconstruction and establishment of a 
Federal government. The primary aim of these societies 
was to promote the education of childhood. 

Year Name of 
founded Society. Location 

1777 Mount Sion Winnsboro 
1777 Catholic Charleston 
1778 Salem Camden 
1778 St. David's Cheraw 
1786 Beaufort Beaufort 
1786 St. Helena St. Helena Island 

•Acts of Colonial Council, 1757. 
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1787 Camden Orphan 
1789 Claremont 
1791 Beaufort District 
1798 St. Andrew's 
1799 Upper Long-Cane 
1800 John's Island 
1809 Mt. Pleasant Academy 
1809 Fellowship (amended) 

Camden 
Stateburg 
Beaufort 
Charleston 
Abbeville 
Charleston 
Charleston 
Charleston1 

These and similar societies and organizations supplied 
most of the secondary education of a public or semi-
public nature during the century lapsing between the 
first free school act in 1712 and the next general act in 
1811, a century later. It is claimed by Supt. Henry P. 
Archer of Charleston in his report, Charleston Year 
Book, 1886, that during the whole century there were 
only eleven free schools established. These were free 
only to those unable to pay, in the main. 

The work actually done by the schools established by 
these societies is not directly to be found in available 
records, but the character of the men trained therein is 
reflected in the leadership they maintained in the nation. 

Previous to 1808 South Carolina had furnished to the 
United States from among those trained in her schools: 

2 Presidents* of Revolutionary Congress. 
1 Chief Justice of Supreme Court. 
1 Associate Justice of Supreme Court. 
6 Diplomats. 
1 Comptroller of Currency and Treasurer. 
3 Generals of Revolutionary Army. 
1 Major General for Army in 1798. 
1. Brigadier General for Army in 18082. 

•Report of the State Agricultural Society on the Free School System, 
1846. 

{Ramsay, History of South Carolina, Vol. II, p. 358. 
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The next chapter will include more definite informa
tion about some of these schools. 

Summary of the Chapter 

1. The colony was settled by pioneers who had enough 
of the ideals of education to cause them to take early 
steps toward the establishment of schools. 

2. Early legislation included an Act to provide free 
schools in 1710. A public library was established in 
Charleston in 1700. 

3. The motive of freedom was mixed with the desire 
to have and practice religious freedom. The church 
exerted a strong influence in matters pertaining to edu
cation. 

4. The first schools were supported by appropriations 
from bounties and bequests, and from fees. 

5. Well-qualified school masters were supplied from 
England, many of them being masters of arts. 

6. County and precinct courts were made responsi
ble for purchasing land and building schoolhouses in the 
several districts. 

7. Little progress in the development and growth of 
free schools was made for 100 years from the first free 
school act in 1710. 

8. Negroes and slaves were given some attention in 
the matter of training. 

9. Many private schools and teachers sold their ser
vices to the well-to-do patronage of the city and the 
country. 

10. Secondary subjects were available in this way to 
all who could pay. 

11. Societies with educational and other aims filled a 
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want, but these again failed to reach the many poor 
children. 

12. Academies and societies flourished thruout the 
Revolution. Many students trained in these became dis
tinguished men. 



CHAPTER III 

POST-REVOLUTIONARY BACKGROUNDS 

Transition From War to Peace 

It was shown in the concluding part of Chapter II 
that during and just after the Revolution the people of 
South Carolina were not indifferent to education. The 
societies mentioned were groups' of men concerned about 
the higher social and intellectual welfare of the State. 
No sooner than peace was declared, the provincial gov
ernment converted into a commonwealth, the capital set 
up in the center of the State, fresh impetus was given to 
education. On the same day, in 1785, the General Assem
bly of the new commonwealth incorporated three col
leges, the College of Charleston, which is still in exist
ence; Mount Zion College at Winnsboro, later becoming 
an academy; Cambridge, at Ninety-Six. This latter 
never became more than an academy, and is now remem
bered only in name. In 1795 a college was founded at 
Beaufort. This remained in operation for a number 
of years, doing some secondary work of a very efficient 
character. The present high school building contains 
as part of its structure the old college, a spot of special 
interest to older citizens of the town. In 1797 a fifth 
college was incorporated at Alexandria, near the mouth 
of the Pacolet River in what is now Union County. This 
was never actually in operation. 

These are named ae marks of interest in education 
and because they were a feature of secondary educa
tion of a semi-public nature, being largely secondary 
in the work they did at first, and because they marked 
the transition from the period before to that after the 
Revolution. 
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Character of Training 

Hugh S. LeGare, described as one of the most fin
ished scholars of the State, is quoted by Meriwether in his 
History of Higher Education in South Carolina, as say
ing: "Before, and jus't after the Revolution, many, per
haps it would be more accurate to say, most, of our youth 
of opulent families were educated in English schools and 
universities. There can be no doubt their attainments 
in polite literature were very far superior to those of 
their contemporaries in the North, and the standard of 
scholarship in Charleston was consequently much higher 
than in any other city on the continent."1 

In January 1870 the Charleston NEWS AND 
COURIER published an article referring to a list pub
lished in English papers enumerating the Americans 
admitted to plead at the bar in the English Inns of Courts 
during the 18th century. The following shows the rank 
taken by South Carolinians:2 

Branch of the 
English Inns of Total South 

Courts Number Carolinians 
Middle Temple 75 38 
Inner Temple 24 1 
Lincoln's Inn 15 7 

Ten of the 24 admitted to the Inner Temple are named 
as from "America", no state being shown. 

Legislative Acts Pertaining to Education 

The Acts of Assembly for the years beginning with the 
organization of the State government and extending to 
the year 1804 are embraced in two volumes and contain 
many acts of interest to the student of educational his-

'LeGare's Writings, p. 7. 
'Inns of Court were Law Schools. 
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tory. The summary below is an outline of the foundation 
of education, elementary, secondary, and higher, for this 
period—from the Revolution to the Confederate war. 
Acts of 
Assembly Date of 
Volume Page Approval Title of Act 

I 76 Feb. 19, 1791 An Act authorizing the inhabitants of 
the election districts where county 
courts are not established to choose 
commissioners of the poor. 

I 194 Dec. 20, 1791 An Act to repeal such parts of an act 
of the general assembly, passed the 
nineteenth day of March, in the year 
of our Lord, one thousand seven hun
dred and eighty-five, entitled, "an act 
for erecting and establishing a college 
in Winnsborough in the district of 
Camden; a college in the city of 
Charleston; and a college at Ninety-
Six, in the district of Ninety-Six, in 
the state of South Carolina", as relate 
to the college established in Charles
ton, and for continuing the said col
lege in Charleston, under other regu
lations. 

I 204 Dec. 20, 1791 An Act to incorporate the society for 
promoting and encouraging the educa
tion of children, and assisting and 
establishing schools for that purpose 
in Beaufort District. 

I 302 An Act to vest escheated property in 
trustees to endow schools in Lancas
ter County. 

II *1 An Act to incorporate the Agricultural 
Society of South Carolina. 

II 41 Dec. 16, 1797 An Act to establish and incorporate a 
college in Pinckney district. 

II 65 Dec. 19. 1795 An Act to vest certain lands, in the Dis
trict of Beaufort, in Trustees, for the 
purpose of building and endowing a 
college in the Town of Beaufort, and 
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to incorporate the same, and for other 
purposes therein mentioned. 

II 77 Dec. 19, 1795 An Act to incorporate the Academy of 
Columbia, and for other purposes 
therein mentioned. 

II 196 An Act to incorporate the Spartanburg 
Philanthropic Society. 

II 217 An Act to Incorporate the St. Andrew's 
Society of Charleston. 

II 233 Dec. 21, 1798 An Act to vest in the Clarendon Orphan 
Society all the escheated Property of 
the County of Clarendon, for the pur
pose of endowing and supporting a 
school in the said county; and also 
for vesting escheated property in 
Orangeburg District, in Trustees for 
the like purpose. 

II 237 An Act to vest escheated lands in Orange
burg District in trustees for estab
lishing schools. 

II Dec. 21, 1799 An Act to enable the Agricultural So
ciety of South Carolina to dispose of 
the estate of the late doctor John Dela-
howe, in the manner therein men
tioned. 

An Act authorizing Richard Andrews 
Rapley, Julius Nichols, Henry Wilson 
and John Bowie, to sell and dispose 
of lands, lots, and buildings, because 
it is not possible to form a board on 
account of deaths and removals. (Pro
ceeds to go to establishing of grammar 
schools in the district of Abbeville.) 

An Act to incorporate Upper Long Cane 
Society (in Abbeville.) 

An Act to vest in the Camden Orphan 
Society, and in other Charitable So
c i e t i e s  t h e r e i n  m e n t i o n e d ,  t h e  
escheated property therein mentioned. 

An Act to vest escheated property in 

II 499 

II 297 

II 301 

II 302 
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Union county in the Trustees of Alex
andria College. 

An Act to establish a college in Colum
bia (University of South Carolina.) 

An Act amending the act establishing a 
college in Columbia. 

An Act to incorporate the Marlborough 
Academy, the Philomatic Society of 
Marion district, and the Jefferson Mon-
ticello Society of Fairfield district. 

Williamsburg Academy. 

In order to show the general nature and form and con
tent of many of such acts as are listed by titles above 
one is herein quoted almost in full from Acts of Assem
bly, Volume II, 1795-1804, p. 63: 

"An Act to incorporate Williamsburg Academy, and 
to empower the Trustees of the same to establish a Lot
tery or Lotteries. 

"Whereas the reverend James Malcolmson, Theodore 
Gourdin, Robert Witherspoon, James Davis, John 
Nesmith, and John Frierson, have, by their petition, 
prayed to be incorporated as trustees, for the establish
ment of an Academy, to be called 'The Williamsburg 
Academy;' and also that they might be authorized to 
raise, by lotteries, a sum not exceeding five thousand 
dollars, to enable them to defray the expense of neces
sary buildings for the same: 

"Be it enacted by the honorable the Senate and House 
of Representatives, now met and sitting in general as
sembly, and by the authority of the same, That the said 
petitioners and their successors, appointed or elected, 
and to be appointed or elected, according to the form and 
in the manner prescribed or to be prescribed by the rules 
and regulations of the said academy, shall be and they 
are hereby incorporated as a body politic and corporate, 

II 406 Dec. 19, 1801 

II 514 

II 454 Dec. 18, 1802 
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in deed and in law, by the name of 'The Williamsburg 
Academy.' 

"And be it enacted by the authority of the aforesaid, 
That the said corporation, by their name aforesaid, shall 
have perpetual succession of officers and members, to be 
appointed or elected in such manner and according to 
such form as may be prescribed by the rules and regula
tions now existing or hereafter to be made for the gov
ernment of the said corporation, and that they may have 
a common seal, with power to change, alter and make 
new the said rules and regulations, and common seal, as 
often as they shall judge expedient. 

"And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That the said corporation shall be able and capable in 
law, to purchase, have, hold, take, receive, possess, retain 
and enjoy to itself, in perpetuity, or for any term of 
years, any estate, real or personal, of what kind or na
ture soever, and to sell, alien and dispose of the same, as 
they may think proper; and by its name above men
tioned, to sue and be sued, implead and be impleaded, 
answer and be answered unto, in any court of law or 
equity in this State; and to make such rules and by-laws, 
not repugnant or contrary to the laws of the land, as 
for the good order and proper government of said cor
poration, may by them be thought necessary or expe
dient: Provided nevertheless, That the said real or per
sonal estate shall not produce an income exceeding four 
thousand dollars per annum. 

"And be it also enacted by the authority of the afore
said, That the said trustees and their successors, shall 
have full power and authority, and they are fully author
ized and empowered, by virtue of this law, to erect and 
proceed to the drawing, and finally to conclude, one or 
more lotteries; provided they do not, by the said lotteries, 
raise a sum exceeding five thousand dollars. 

"And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
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That this act shall be deemed and taken to be a public 
act, and all courts in this State shall take notice thereof 
as such, and the same may be given in evidence without 
special pleading. 

"In the Senate House, the nineteenth day of December, 
in the Year of Our Lord, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-five, and in the twentieth Year of the Inde
pendence of the United States of America. 

DAVID RAMSAY, 
President of the Senate. 

ROBERT BARNW ELL, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives." 

Many of the societies and academies similarly incor
porated, some listed in the titles of acts above in this 
chapter, were able to build up strong schools with liberal 
patronage. These did most of the school work of sec
ondary quality, perhaps until after the War Between the 
States and the subsequent period of reconstruction. 

As is shown in the quoted act, lotteries were author
ized as a means of raising funds for building and sup
port of these academies, but, in all cases examined, the 
law fixed a limit upon the amount so authorized. 

Other Academies and Private Schools. 

It is not the purpose of this investigation to go into 
such details as a full historic treatment would require, 
but merely to lay out the important facts and sources 
which supply foundation backgrounds. More complete 
data for these academies may be found in the references 
listed as bibliography at the end of this outline. If this 
paper leads to a concerted effort to collect materials now 
hidden and lost, or even being destroyed, the history of 
education in South Carolina will be valuably enriched. 

Many of the academies were given the name of "old 
field school" in some parts of the State. In giving the 
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lists that follow some of these are included. It is not 
claimed that this list includes all that should be named, 
but these are given, in order of date, after much search 
and inquiry, in the hope that the course here followed 
may lead to the addition of others to the list by those 
who have the means of contributing. 

In the earlier private schools and academies men and 
women trained in Europe, and even certified by authority 
of the king, set a high standard of scholastic training. 
In the later academies, many of which were in the up-
country, the masters were no less scholarly. Notable 
among these were the ministers trained in Scotland or 
in the better colleges in this country. It is said that the 
Scotch, or Scotch-Irish, so-called, in Ulster, were at one 
time the most literate community in the world. Similar 
standards to these were to be found among many of the 
men of these times. 

Date 
Name of Academy. Location. Established. 

Fair Forest Union 
Mount Bethel Newberry 
Minerva Richland 
Minerva Spartanburg 
Pineville St. Stephens 1817 
Newberry Newberry 1817 
Bethel York ____ 1817 
Woodville Claremont (Sumter).. 1818 
Ladies Social Charity .. 1818 
Chesterville Chester 1818 
Marion _ Marion 1818 
Yorkville Female Yorkville (York) 1819 
Bethel York 1819 
Franklin Edgefield 1820 
Greenville Greenville 1820 
Society ___ ^..Edgefield 1820 
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Female Pendleton 1821 
Springfield ..Darlington 1821 

The SOUTH CAROLINA STATE GAZETTE AND 
COLUMBIA ADVERTISER, in the volumes for 1827 
and 1828, shows that the city of Columbia and its imme
diate surroundings had many facilities for education, 
altho the city was laid out after 1790. 

Mrs. Edmonds' Female Seminary and Board
ing School. 

Columbia Female Academy (later Barham-
ville Female Collegiate Institute). 

Mrs. Sanford (seminary for young ladies). 
Mrs. Sarah B. Peck (school for young ladies). 
Mrs. Faus't (school for young ladies). 
S. McAlily, assistant to Mr. Edmonds in the 

Male Academy, proposed to teach a branch 
of the Academy at the sandhill residence 
of Mr. Boatwright, during the summer. 

James R. Wood (the English school). 
Mrs. Brown (school on Richardson St.) 
Mrs. Eliza Mills (for young ladies). 
Mr. John LaTaste, Madame Beze Perry, M. 

Godefrey, and B. S. McNamera, M. D., of
fered private lessons in various subjects. 

The following three schools in Richland 
County advertised: Cedar Creek, Heal-
All Springs, Good Hope. 

THE TELESCOPE and the SOUTH CAROLINA 
STATE GAZETTE AND COLUMBIA ADVERTISER 
from time to time furnish the names of other academies: 

Mount Prospect Society Academy in Union 
district. 

Fairfield Broad River Academy. 
Rocky Creek Select and Classical School, 

near Chester. 
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Tabernacle Academy, Mt. Ariel, Abbeville 
district (Cokesbury). 

Long Town Academy. 
• Mount Olive Academy, Laurens district. 

Branch of Classical and Philosophical Semi
nary, Charleston. 
Academy near Lexington. 
Piatt Spring Academy. 
Ebenezer Academy, York district. 
Young's Female Seminary, Laurens district. 
Classical School, near Richardsonville, Edge

field district. 

Others mentioned from time to time in the available 
numbers of the old newspapers on file in the library of 
the University of South Carolina are: 

Piedmont Academy, Laurens district. 
Richland School, Richland district. 
Edgefield Village Academy, Edgefield. 
Cheraw Academy, Cheraw. 
Newberry Female Academy, Newberry. 
Franklin Academy, Lancaster district. 
Rock Spring Academy, Fairfield district. 

These lists do not exhaust the names of all such schools 
found during the investigation, but furnish suggestive 
and typical materials for establishing the conclusion that 
there was a distinct type and widespread, altho inade
quate, degree of secondary school work thruout the State. 

Knight says: "In South Carolina several (acade
mies) appeared before the close of the century 
(eighteenth) and scores of them from 1800 to 1850; 
at the latter date 202 academies were reported in that 
State, with 333 teachers and about 7,500 pupils, and an 
annual income estimated at $205,000."1 

•Knight, The Academy Movement In the South, pamphlet, p. 23. 
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Later Academies. 

The name academy is still in the vocabulary of many 
of the older men and women yet living. In fact, some 
communities retain the term with the present names of 
their schools. St. John's in Darlington, Winyah in 
Georgetown, Fairview in Greenville, Burroughs in Con
way, are types, urban and rural. 

A Few Typical Academies. 

John 0. Willson, in his Methodism in South Carolina, 
says that in 1860 South Carolina was fifth among the 
states of the union in college endowments and sixth in 
incomes of colleges. He refers to the Bethel Academy in 
Newberry county as the "finest classical school in the 
State." This school prepared the first class to enter the 
South Carolina College. It produced many leading men. 

Willington academy in Abbeville district is associated 
with Dr. Moses Waddell, who became one of the most 
widely known school-masters in the history of the State. 
He began his work here in 1804. John C. Calhoun and 
many others of more than ordinary note were his pupils. 
Patrick Noble, one of the early Governors of South Caro
lina, wrote: "I was examined by the faculty of Prince
ton College today and was admitted into the Junior 
class." This was from Moses Waddell's school. John 
C. Calhoun within two years was prepared to enter the 
Junior class at Yale. The president of Nassau Hall at 
Princeton said that "the students from this school were 
as well prepared as those from any other part of the 
Union." 

The writer has in hand a "Catalogue of the Trustees, 
Instructors, and Pupils of the Pendleton Female Acad
emy for the Academic Year, Ending April, 1840," printed 
by Symmes and Russell, at Pendleton, S. C., that year. 
It lists R. A. Maxwell, J. V. Shanklin, J. O. Lewis, F. W. 
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Symmes, and E. B. Benson as trustees, and the follow
ing teachers: Mary Bates, principal; Anna Bates, 
Laura Billings, and Jane Bates, assistants. It names 
100 pupils from the various districts (counties) of the 
State, and from the states of New York, Georgia, Flor
ida, Tennessee. Fees were $8 per quarter for the senior 
class, with extra charges for contingencies, wood, etc., 
and for lessons in music, foreign languages, art and the 
like. 

Other Newspaper Sources. 

Much material is available in old newspaper files in the 
libraries in the State. Those examined and of particu
lar interest as containing further materials are: 

PENDLETON MESSENGER, 1826 to 1835. 
KEOWEE COURIER, 1858 to 1859. 
CAMDEN JOURNAL, 1850. 
NEWS AND COURIER, 1803 to present. 

Slow Growth of Public School Idea. 

"From 1737 to 1776 the General Assembly continued 
to pass Acts for founding and erecting schools, and at 
the close of the Revolution in 1781 there were eleven 
public schools in South Carolina.1 These were in the 
nature of special acts, as has been shown by character
istic provisions quoted or described, and were for local 
communities. 

It appears from legislative records and reports that 
from the time a special act was passed in 1798 to estab
lish a free school in Orangeburg, there was litlle atten
tion given to the public school idea until on the 26th of 
November, 1811, when Governor Henry Middleton, in 
his message to the General Assembly urged the estab
lishment of free schools. On the day following Senator 

'Charleston Year Book (1886), p. 174. 
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Strother presented to the Assembly petitions for free 
schools signed by citizens of Fairfield, Chester, Williams
burg, Darlington, Edgefield, Barnwell, York, St. 
Stephen's, St. James' Santee, St. John's Colleton, and 
St. Peter's. Immediately thereafter a joint committee 
of the two houses was appointed with Honorable Stephen 
Elliott as chairman. Mr. Elliott drew a bill to establish 
a system of free schools. This was passed by the Senate 
without roll call, and in the House by a vote of 72 to 15.1 

South Carolina's First General School Law. 

Previous to 1811 school legislation was special, in the 
sense that there was no provision for general school 
organization of a public nature. 

The importance of this act, its unfamiliarity to the 
general reader, and its bearing upon secondary educa
tion suggests the value of quoting it almost in full, as 
found in the General Statutes of South Carolina, Volume 
V, p. 640: 

"An Act to establish Free Schools throughout the 
State. 

"Be it enacted by the honorable the Senate and the 
House of Representatives now met and sitting in Gen
eral Assembly, and by the authority of the same, that 
immediately after the passing of this Act, there shall be 
established in each election district within the State, a 
number of free schools equal to the number of members 
which such district is entitled to send to the House of 
Representatives in the Legislature of the State. 

"And be it further enacted by the authority cf the 
aforesaid, That in each of these schools the primary ele
ments of learning, reading, writing, and arithmetic shall 
always be taught, and such other branches of education 

'Davis, South Carolina, p. 460. 
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as the commissioners to be hereinafter appointed may 
from time to time direct. 

"And be it further enacted by the authority of the 
aforesaid, That every citizen of this State shall be en
titled to send his or her child, or children, ward or wards, 
to any free school in the district where he or she may 
reside, free from any expense whatsoever on account of 
tuition; and where more children shall apply for admis
sion at any one school than can be conveniently educated 
therein, a preference shall always be given to poor 
orphans and the children of indigent and necessitous 
parents. 

"And be it further enacted by the authority of the 
aforesaid, That for the support and maintenance of the 
said free schools, the sum of three hundred dollars per 
annum for each school is hereby and forever appropri
ated, to be paid out of the treasury of this State, in the 
manner hereinafter directed, until other sufficient funds 
may by law be provided. 

"And be it further enacted by the authority of the 
aforesaid, That for the purpose of carrying this Act into 
effect, there shall be appointed a number of commis
sioners in each election district which number shall not 
be less than three nor more than thirteen. 

"And be it further enacted by the authority of the 
aforesaid, That the said commissioners shall be appoint
ed by the Legislature, by nomination, and shall continue 
in office for three years from the time of their appoint
ment and until new appointments shall be made. 

"And be it further enacted by the authority of the 
aforesaid, That the commissioners of the free schools 
shall have power to determine the situation of the schools 
in each district, to appoint masters for each school, and 
to remove them at pleasure, to arrange the system of 
instruction until some general system be organized, to 
decide on the admission of scholars, and the preference 
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to be given in all cases of doubt or difficulty, and to super
intend generally the management of schools in their 
respective districts, and shall have power to draw on 
the comptroller for the sums appropriated for the schools 
in their respective districts. 

"And be it further enacted by the authority of the 
aforesaid, That wherever the commissioners, or a major
ity of them in any district, shall be of opinion, that the 
objects of the Act would be better promoted by increas
ing or diminishing the number of schools allowed to such 
a district, the said commissioners shall be, and they are 
hereby empowered to increase or diminish the number 
of schools in such district, and to draw for and apply 
the \v hole amount allowed by this Act, to such districts, 
to the support oi the schools so increased or diminished 
in number. 

"And be it further enacted by the authority of the 
aforesaid, That . This section provides that 
the commissioners shall meet annually the fourth Mon
day in January each year, and quarterly on the fourth 
Monday in April, July and October. Vacancies on the 
boards of commissioners were to be filled at the anni
versary meeting. 

The next section required the commissioners to keep 
a journal of transactions, open to the public. 

It funds weie not sufficient for a whole year, masters 
were to be employed for the greatest length of time funds 
would permit. 

Annual returns to the Legislature were to be made as 
of the fourth Monday in October quarterly meeting, or 
to any one appointed by the Legislature, showing the 
number of schools, sums drawn and expended, and on 
observations of regulations necessary. 

One section was to regulate and check up reports of 
expenditures by number and by name of school on each 
order drawn. No draft on the comptroller was to be 
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less than $75 unless caused by death or removal of 
teacher. 

Authority to remove schools annually was granted, in 
order to facilitate proper distribution, until enough were 
established. The people were required to build school 
houses for the accommodation of the scholars. 

Free school funds might be united with private funds 
or subscriptions. 

Then followed the number of commissioners to be 
alloted to each election district in terms of the Act, the 
number being as low as three in some and as high as 
thirteen in one district. 

It is interesting to note the growing liberality of sen
timent in matters other than educational. The first 
named member of the thirteen in St. Philip's and St. 
Michael's, comprising Charleston, was a Roman Catholic 
priest, who served as Chairman of the Charleston school 
board from 1811 to 1815.1 

Governors Urge Further Improvement. 

In their annual messages from time to time the Gov
ernors of the State called attention to the great need of 
the further diffusion of knowledge. The following are 
noteworthy messages in the Journals of the General 
Assembly for the years indicated: 

Governor. Year. 
Middleton 1812 
Williams 1815 and 1816 
Pickens - 1817 
Bennett 1822 
Wilson . 
Manning 
Miller . 
Hamilton 

1823 
1826 
1829 

1831 and 1832 

'Charleston Year Book, 1886, p. 176. 

& C STATE LIBRARY BOARD 
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Hayne 1833 
McDuffie 1835 and 1836 
Butler 1837 and 1838 
Noble 1839 
Henegan 1840 
Hammond 1842 and 1843 

Governor Hammond urged the endowment of an 
academy in each district. This indicates the general 
failure of the free schools up to that time to do what the 
private academies were and had been doing. 

Notable Reports. 

No apparent attempt to improve the legal status of 
free school education as set up by the Act of 1811 was 
made until in 1835 when Mr. Edward Frost of the 
Charleston delegation in the Legislature proposed an 
Act which imposed fines for failure on the part of com
missioners to carry out their legal duties, but with no 
power of enforcement, no person being made responsible 
for such enforcement of penalty. 

Just two years after the passage of the Act of 1811 an 
effort was made by legislators from the up-country to 
repeal it. William Crafts of Charleston opposed the 
attempt with an eloquent appeal which was apparently 
effective. He closed with: "If you do abolish free 
schools, let the eagle be removed from over your head, 
Mr. Speaker. It is the image of a bird that lives on 
light. It cannot endure darkness. Either shroud it in 
mourning, or send it away."1 

In 1835 there was printed by the South Carolina 
Society for the Advancement of Learning a "Report of 
the Section to Which Was Referred the Consideration 
of the State of the Free Schools." This report con
tained detailed information about the progress of the 

•Crafts' Writings, Pamphlet. 
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free schools, and, among other recommendations, sug
gested a plan by which academies might be added to the 
system.1 

The report of the House Committee on Education con
tained in the legislative records of 1839 (regular ses
sion) contains a most complete statement of educational 
progress and lack of progress with recommendations and 
suggestions for betterment. The report was made by 
Professors Elliott and Thornwell, of the South Carolina 
College, upon the request of Governor Patrick Noble, and 
embraces the combined reports of the several district 
commissioners. A suggestion that compulsory attend
ance upon schools till twelve years of age was among 
the many made, as well as a suggestion to establish a 
normal school. The combined report contained state
ments and opinions from many of the commissions, 
sufficient to show that only 10,718 as a maximum enroll
ment in any one year (1833) had been reached. Many 
districts failed to make reports. Some supervisory over
sight was needed. The outstanding recommendation of 
the report was that some sort of supervision should 
be provided. No definite results followed. 

In 1846 the State Agricultural Society requested Honor
able R. F. W. Allston to "report on the defects of the free 
school system, and the changes necessary to insure the 
accomplishment of the end for which it was established." 
He reported the defects of the system as obvious to every 
thinking man, as embracing the several weaknesses: 
1. Lack of due and efficient organization. 2. Lack of 
adequate support. 3. Lack of provision for establish
ment and maintenance of one or more normal schools. 
4. Lack of provision for supplying books. 

Again in 1853 President J. H. Thornwell of the Uni
versity of South Carolina addressed a report to Gov-

•Pamphlet Report of South Carolina Society. 



58 University Extension Division 

ernor Manning on the subject of public education in 
South Carolina. This report appraised the system by 
approval at certain points and by suggestion at others, 
including one for a method of preparatory or secondary 
education by the State. 

By resolution of the Legislature, in 1847, the State 
Printer published a report made by Henry Summer, one 
of a committee of five authorized "to prepare a plan to 
distribute the Free School Fund, and to suggest such 
further modifications of the present system as they may 
think proper." This report to the Legislature contained 
several specific recommendations looking to betterment. 
1. Competent teachers should be provided. 2. A Normal 
School was needed for this. 3. A superintendent of 
schools needed. 4. Moral instruction of children should 
be attended to. 5. Additional subjects suggested, in
cluding principles of government and health. 

In the October, 1849, Southern Quarterly Review there 
is a 23-page article signed by "P" which makes a critical 
attack upon several of these reports, especially singling 
out any claims of success of the free school system, the 
advocacy of supervision, and the proposal to offer sub
jects of an advanced nature. This critic looks upon edu
cation to the point of ability "to read, to write, and to 
cast accounts," as necessary; beyond that point "it is 
merely a luxury."1 Objecting to the introduction of 
grammar the writer says: "What is grammar? A sub
tle, logical and phylosophical analysis of language," and 
goes on to state his objections. He then characterizes 
geography as "the most glorious of all terrestrial 
sciences" and satirically attempts to show that it has no 
place in the free school. All assaults against the free 
schools were not made under cover of norn de plumes. 
The legislative journals show that many were open. 

'Southern Quarterly Review. October. 1849, p. 32. 
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Significant Beginnings. 

On the second of July, 1827, there had been opened in 
Charleston the male academy of the South Carolina 
Society. The address of the principal, William George 
Reed, printed by the Society, sets forth the ideals of the 
organization in establishing a male academy: "To estab
lish 'High Schools' at home; where domestic authority 
and academic discipline may go hand in hand; where 
every branch of learning shall be cultivated which 
flourishes at our most eminent Universities, with the 
difference that it shall not be optional with the scholar 
to improve his advantages or not, and the acquisitions 
of the school find a ready application to the events of 
the passing day, amid the endearing and adorning rela
tions of social intercourse; where early attachments may 
wreathe around objects and individuals, amongst whom 
life is to glide away; where the constitution may remain 
assimilated to the climate; where local interests shall 
pass under constant review, guarded by local feeling; 
where, in fine, religious impressions may retain the 
sacred distinctness they received from the hand of 
anxious love." . . . "It is proposed by them to pro
vide alike for the instruction of those whose views are 
turned to the ordinary walks of life, and those who 
aspire to move in an higher sphere."1 

In 1825, for the first time, Charleston began to use 
women teachers. In 1857 the annual report of the 
Charleston school board called attention to the urgent 
need of a normal school and suggested that two be 
erected in the State. If one were located in Charleston 
the board signified its readiness to take charge of it. So 
prompt was legislative action that on the 11th day of 
April, 1859, the building committee of the board reported 
the completion of the "Normal School-House." This was 

•Pamphlet Report of Address printed by the South Carolina Society, 1827. 
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the first training school for teachers to open in South 
Carolina. It is still maintained as a secondary school 
training women teachers.1 

In its printed report to the citizens of Charleston of 
date July 4, 1859, the Board of Commissioners an
nounced two additional buildings, one St. Philip's-street 
and the other the Normal School. "We have also the 
pleasure of announcing to you that since the last anni
versary the Normal School building has been completed, 
and the School itself has been organized and put in op
eration. You see now before you the array of youthful 
intelligence which we have the privilege of presenting 
as its fruits, and in another week the transfer from the 
highest classes of the Grammar Schools will raise the 
number of pupils to about one hundred. You are aware 
that the Normal School for girls offers free education 
to the daughters of all our citizens. The course of 
studies is intended to embrace the whole curriculum of 
a liberal education, and we have endeavored to surround 
the School with the influences which taste and comfort 
lend their aid to contribute. We may say with modest 
confidence that the appointments and arrangements of 
this School can challenge comparison with those of any 
other in our country, and we trust that no mistaken feel
ing will retard our citizens in availing themselves of the 
benefits here offered to their children. As it is impos
sible for private resources to command the advantages 
which are here united, it is no disparagement of any 
private School to say that this Public High School must 
necessarily offer superior facilities for education." At 
that time there were 57 girls in the Normal School with 
a total enrollment in all the city schools of 2,179. 

Reports of various committees of the board are in
cluded in the Report of the Commissioners. The Special 

'Superintendent Archer, In Charleston Year Book. 1886. 
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Report of the Committee on the Boys' Department 
shows that the members "feel themselves in a great de
gree relieved in giving expression to the high satisfac
tion which the examination throughout afforded them, 
and in bearing witness to the skill and fidelity with 
which the several teachers appear to have discharged 
their duty." This philosophy recognizing individual 
differences was indulged in: "Human nature is stable 
if nothing else. Boys and girls, (who are men and 
women, only of a smaller growth,) are substantially the 
same in every age; and in every School, be it larger or 
smaller, they will be found to vary as much in intellect 
and capacity as in features and disposition. God does 
not create them all equal, nor can man, by any process 
of education, make them so." 

The Normal School was open to fifteen pupils from 
each congressional district. The following "Course of 
study" was outlined: 

First Year 

First Term: Reading Second 
Spelling Term: 
Writing 
Drawing 
Arithmetic 
Grammar 
Physical Geography 
History 
French 
Music 
Composition 

Orthography 
Writing 
Drawing 
Music 
History 
French 
Composition 
Reading 
Algebra 
Ancient Geography 
Rhetoric 

Second Year 

First Term: Orthography Second Orthography 
Writing Term: Writing 
Drawing Drawing 
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Music 
French 
Composition 
Reading 
Algebra 
Physiology 
English Literature 

Third Year 

First Term: Orthography Second 
Writing Term: 
Drawing 
Music 
French 
Composition 
Reading 
Geometry 
Spanish 
Arithmetic (Rev.) 
Astronomy 

In addition, during each year instruction was to be 
given in the Theory and Practice of Teaching, Lectures 
on Education, and on the Details of Teaching. Practice 
teaching in the Common Schools was afforded. 

Secondary Education of This Period Mainly Private. 

The records of education do not show that there was 
any general establishment of public high schools thruout 
the State during the period between the Revolution and 
the Confederate War. Many of the academies already 
listed were private or but semi-public. The slow devel
opment of the free, or public school, idea must partially 
explain this slow growth of high schools. 

Several important schools not already mentioned in 
earlier lists deserve mention: 

Music 
French 
Composition 
Reading 
Arithmetic (Rev.) 
Geometry 
Natural Science 
Spanish 

Orthography 
Writing 
Drawing 
Music 
Composition 
French 
Spanish 
Intellectual and 
Moral Science 
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School Location 
Downer Institute Beech Island 
Johnson Female University Anderson 
Laurensville Female College Laurens 
Reidville Male Academy Spartanburg 
Reidville Female Academy Spartanburg 
Limestone Academy GafFney 
Spartanburg Female College Spartanburg 

A Few Outstanding Masters. 

No treatment of education in South Carolina would be 
complete without mention of the names of J. W. Hudson, 
who for twenty-seven years was head of Mt. Zion 
Academy at Winnsboro, along with that of Moses 
Waddel, J. L. Kennedy of Pickens County, Rev. Clark 
Stewart of Greenville County, O. T. Porcher of Abbe
ville County, of the period before the war which set 
back the education of the State for a half-century. 

War and the Cessation of Schools. 

Quite contrary to the course pursued by her people 
during the Revolution, that of establishing school after 
school, when the men, and then later, the boys, left to 
go into the Confederate army, there was manifestly no 
need for high schools for them. The girls scarcely more 
were able for long to pursue their studies, many having 
to take places in the home of men gone to battle, under 
conditions far worse than can be described. 

Summary of the Chapter. 

1. Definite interest in education, both secondary and 
higher, continued to exist during the Revolution. Many 
private secondary schools and academies came into exist
ence during the first half of the twentieth century. 

2. The character of training was of high quality, the 
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students taking high rank in college, and in citizen ser
vice. 

3. Legislative acts indicate nature of interest and 
effort to build up secondary schools in the main local or 
by societies or other groups. 

4. Types of legislation. 
5. A f ew chartered academies. 
6. Old newspapers furnish the only available infor

mation about some of these academies. 
7. A study like this cannot exhaust the material. 
8. Certain academies may be taken as typical. 
9. Growth of public school idea as now understood 

was slow. 
10. First general school law passed in 1811. 
11. For thirty years after the passage of the Act little 

satisfactory progress was made, but Governors in annual 
messages frequently urged action. 

12. Special reports calling attention to the educational 
conditions furnish much information and indicate the 
trend and nature of interest during the same period. 

13. The opening in Charleston of the male academy 
of the South Carolina Society, and of the Meminger 
Normal School, as part of the high school work for girls, 
were significant beginnings. 

14. Secondary education thruout this period was 
mainly private. 

15. The biographies of some of the school-masters of 
these times reveal men of outstanding character, ideals, 
and ability. 

16. The Confederate War interrupted all educational 
progress for nearly a quarter of a century. 



CHAPTER IV. 

POST-CONFEDERATE WAR BACKGROUNDS 

"The War Between the States and the consequent 
demoralization and poverty of the people swept out of 
existence the private academies, so long the pride of the 
State as preparatory schools."1 

This absolute demoralization of government and society 
during reconstruction made it impossible for schools of 
any sort to thrive. 

No mention of education was made in any of the first 
eight charters and constitutions of the State. 

Charters and Constitutions. 

1. Charter of Carolina (Proprietary) 1663 
2. Charter of Carolina (Proprietary) 1665 
3. The Fundamental Constitution of Carolina 1669 
4. Constitution of South Carolina 1776 
5. Constitution of South Carolina 1778 
6. Constitution of South Carolina 1790 
7. Constitution of South Carolina 1861 
8. Constitution of South Carolina 1865 
9. Constitution of South Carolina 1868 

10. Constitution of South Carolina 1895 

The Constitution of 1868 was the first to mention edu
cation. In doing so it provided a poll tax of one dollar 
for the exclusive use of public schools. All public schools 
were made exempt from taxation. (Art. IX.) 

Article X made provision for: 
1. State Superintendent of Education. 
2. County School Commissioners (to comprise State 

Board.) 
3. Liberal and uniform system of free public schools 

'A. R. Banks, in Handbook of South Carolina, 1908, p. 222. 
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and school districts, schools to be kept open six months, 
one or more in each district. 

4. Compulsory attendance for ages 6 to 16. 
5. Annual tax for schools'. 
6. State Normal School must be provided by General 

Assembly within five years after adoption. 
7. All schools to be open without regard to race or 

color. 
Such provision as the last, of course, meant no schools 

of a public nature for those prepared for high s'chool 
classes, and only a limited number of the people were 
able to pay for private schools. 

Under the new Constitution an Act was passed "to 
establish and maintain a system of Free common schools 
for the State of South Carolina."1 

This definies the State Board of Education, specifies 
the organization of county and district boards, and 
enumerates the powers and duties of each group. 

In 1870 the sum of $50,000 was* appropriated to be dis
tributed on the basis of county representation in the 
House of Representatives. The following year $40,000 
was appropriated to supply the deficiency of the year 
before, to pay salaries only. 

First State School Report. 

The first State Superintendent was J. K. Jillson, an 
Ohio man of liberal education, who had come into the 
State at the time of reconstruction. His first report was 
submitted to the General Assembly January 24, 1870. 
It showed the following school facts, as part of the most 
complete school data that had ever been compiled in the 
State: 

Children in State, 5 to 18 years of age: White, 68,108; 
Negro, 100,711. Total, 168,819. 

•Acts of 1870, p. 339. 
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Males, 88,413; Females, 80,406. 
Public schools, 381. 
Teachers' employed, 538. Northern white teachers, 73. 

Southern white teachers, 405. Northern negro teachers, 
6. Southern negro teachers, 44. Male teachers, 255. 
Female teachers, 273. 

White pupils, 8,255. 
Negro pupils, 8,163. 
Male pupils, 6,192. 
Female pupils, 6,145. 
Pupils under five years, 189. 
Pupils over eighteen years, 779. 
Pupils between five and eighteen years', 15,450. 
Many reports from counties and districts were miss

ing. 
Among other items contained in this first report is a 

list of uniform textbooks adopted by the textbook com
mission under the Act of 1870. These high school texts 
are included: Arithmetic, Algebra, Geometry, Cornell's 
High School Geography, Cornell's Physical Geography, 
Quackenbos' United States History, Wilson's Outlines of 
History, Quackenbos' Composition and Rhetoric, Natural 
Sciences, Bookkeeping. 

First State Certificate. 

Under the new law the first State license to teach was 
issued by Superintendent Jillson to C. O. Trapp, a white 
male teacher of Fairfield County. The second was to 
Miss R. Amy Griffin of New York City; the third to a 
teacher from Vermont; the fourth to one from Connecti
cut; the fifth to one from South Carolina. 

Obstacles to Progress. 

In his 1870 report Superintendent Jillson listed these 
obstacles: 
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1. Delay in passage of school law. 
2. Inexperience of school officers. 
3. Want of suitable schoolhouses. 
4. Scarcity of good teachers. 
5. Apathy and impotence of the people. 
6. Opposition to the new system. 
7. Inadequacy of the appropriation for school pur

poses. 
8. Defects' of the school law. 

He goes on: "Very much of the educational work in 
this State has been accomplished by agencies not under 
the supervision, or in connection with, this office. There 
are numerous good select schools, academies and colleges 
in our midst." He then makes reference to the work of 
the Bureau for Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned 
Lands, what it has done, and to their schools, the "best 
in the State." 

Attempts to improve teachers by Tequiring them to 
attend institutes, and an Act reported in 1873 establish
ing a Normal School with an appropriation of $25,000 
for its support, were incidents of the years leading up to 
the taking over by the negroes of the University in 1873. 
All whites withdrew from the University, and the Nor
mal School established there in Rutledge College con
sequently served only a few ill-prepared negro students. 

The report of 1873 showed that 2,533 pupils in the 
State had been taking "higher branches," studies of 
secondary grade, and a further increase of 277 the next 
year. In 1875 the State Superintendent recommended 
the establishment of county high schools as a decided 
movement in the direction of educational progress, if 
they were made high schools in fact as well as in name. 
A county levy to support them was recommended. 
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Reorganization of State Government. 

Not until 1876 were the people permitted to take charge 
of their own government and their own public affairs. 
The withdrawal of Federal troops from the State Capitol 
and the setting up of the machinery of government by 
the people of the State opened the way for new effort. 

Hugh S. Thompson had been conducting a private 
academy in Columbia for some time. He became State 
Superintendent of Education after Jillson's retirement 
in 1876. No reports of any sort are available for 1877. 

By 1878 such progress had been made that Superin
tendent Thompson s'aid that "the public schools of the 
State are now in better condition than at any previous 
time." Attendance had increased by 6,224. He made 
reference to Charleston and Winnsboro (formerly Mt. 
Zion Academy) as being the only high schools as offer
ing a fair chance to the student, but added: "The day of 
good State high schools in South Carolina may be dis
tant, but it will come, and sooner, perhaps, than we can 
now believe if we are really in earnest in the matter of 
public education." 

In 1880, the report shows, that the Peabody Education 
Fund aided eleven schools, among them, Graniteville 
Academy, Cheraw Graded School, Mt. Zion Graded 
School, Park School (Columbia), Sumter Male and 
Female Academies, and several negro schools. There 
were also reported that year the following evidences of 
growth: 

Public academies and high schools . 49 
Private academies and high schools 81 
Private elementary schools 208 
Public schools 2,973 

Population of State as of 1875: 
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White Negro Total 
Male 170,878 279,254 450,132 
Female 179,876 295,137 475,013 

350,754 574,391 925,145 

At this time there had come to be a number of schools 
organized and supported under special acts of the Legis
lature by which certain powers were granted, such as the 
right to levy local district taxes to further increase 
school funds, to select textbooks for the school, to ex
amine teachers, to elect trustees, and a number of other 
privileges specified in the special acts but varying among 
the several districts. Banks says in the South Carolina 
Handbook that by 1880 a few cities and towns were 
levying a special supplemental school tax. Now (1908) 
nearly every town of five hundred population is levying 
this supplementary tax." (S. C. Handbook, p. 222). 

The writer has in his possession, culled out from read
ing the Acts, an index of titles of more than one hundred 
special school district Acts passed by the Legislature 
during this period, up to the adoption of the new State 
Constitution in 1895, when, by provision in the Consti
tution, the enactment of special legislation was further 
piohibited, these Acts already in force to remain so until 
changed bj the Legislature. It was customary to call 
schools so organized "graded schools." Many of these 
did some work of secondary grade. 

High Schools and Academies in 1880. 

Statistical table No. 12 of the report of State Superin
tendent Hugh S. Thompson for 1881 contains the list of 
schools given below:1 

'Listed in alphabetic order of counties. 
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No. of No. of 
Instruc- Pupils 

School Location tors Male Female Total 
Lethe Institute . Abbeville 2 12 12 24 
Penn School . Beaufort 8 100 115 215 
Holy Communion . Charleston 13 201 201 
Charleston H. S . Charleston 5 125 125 
Graded School .Charleston 2 50 60 
Avery Nor. Inst. (Col.) . Charleston 10 166 275 441 
Classical Mathematical . Charleston 2 45 45 
Charleston Fem. Sem... . .Cha rleston 10 125 125 
Charleston Fem. Sem... .Charleston 6 8 62 70 
German School . Charleston 3 64 44 108 
Central School .Charleston 6 322 322 
Lee-Hampton . C hesterfield 1 20 10 30 
Cheraw Acad .Cheraw 2 15 15 30 
Manning H. S .Manning 3 26 22 48 
Darlington Male Acad. .Darlington .... 1 32 32 
Florence Acad Florence 1 20 20 
Lexington H. S Lexington 2 31 37 68 
Batesburg Acad .Batesburg 1 28 31 69 
Ben'sville Male Acad... .Bennettsville ... 1 44 44 
Ben'sville Fem. Acad... Bennettsville ... 2 46 46 
High School . Walhalla 1 22 21 43 
High School . Pickens 1 20 20 
Columbia Male Acad... .Columbia 1 30 30 
Columbia Fem. Acad... .Columbia 6 60 60 
Columbia H. S. for Girls.Columbia 8 49 49 
H. S. for Girls .Columbia 2 ' 30 30 
Odd Fellows School .Columbia 1 45 3 48 
Sumter Inst Sumter 7 5 100 105 
St. Joseph's Acad .Sumter 5 , # 60 60 
Clifford Seminary . Uni on 4 10 35 45 
Graham's H. S .Graham's 1 66 
Kingstree H. S .Kingstree 2 # # 40 
Fort Mill Acad Fort Mill 3 45 45 90 
Black's Station H. S . . . .Black's Station.. 2 30 20 50 

125 1,516 1,217 2,838 

Of the 125 teachers thus engaged, 55 were men and 70 
women. 
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The following year the report of the State Superinten
dent showed 3,183 public schools in the 33 counties. The 
enrollment was 65,399 for whites and 80,575 for negroes. 
The schoolhouses in use, but previously erected, num
bered 2,676, and were valued at $396,923.75. Of this 
number 1,265 were of logs, 1,381 were frame, 29 brick, 
and 1 stone, in good condition 1,450, fair 826, bad 400. 
The number owned by districts was 693, by other parties 
2,142. During the year 138 were rented at a cost of 
$3,089.45. These figures are given to show something 
of the possibility of the difficulty of having high schools 
at that time. 

Colleges, High Schools, Academies, and Graded 
Schools, 1891. 

County 
Abbeville .. 
Aiken 
Anderson .. 
Barnwell .. 
Beaufort ... 
Berkeley .. 
Charleston . 
Chesterfield 
Clarendon . 
Colleton ... 
Darlington 
Edgefield .. 
Fairfield .. 
Florence .. 
Georgetown 
Greenville . 
Hampton .. 
Horry 
Kershaw .. 
Lancaster . 
Laurens ... 
Lexington . 

Colleges 

2 
Academies 

2 
2 
2 

High 
Schools 

8 
2 
3 
1 
4 

6 
2 
5 
5 
9 
5 
2 

Graded 
Schools 

2 
2 

12 

2 
1 
1 
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Marion .. .. 1 l 
Marlboro .. 2 5 2 
Newberry 1 7 2 1 
Oconee 2 5 3 1 
Orangeburg 1 .. .. 3 
Pickens .. .. 4 
Richland 7 1 1 5 
Spartanburg 2 2 1 
Sumter .. .. 7 2 
Union .. 2 2 3 
Williamsburg .. 2 
York 1 2 5 

This list is not complete, due to lack of returns from 
some counties, but is taken just as published by the State 
Superintendent in 1891. 

The same year a tabulation of the number of pupils 
taking each of several branches was made. Only the 
subjects that have been, and perhaps were then, looked 
upon as secondary subject matter are tabulated here. 

Written Arithmetic 84,834 
Geography 63,420 
English Grammar 44,044 
History of S. C 6,730 
History of U. S 35,666 
Physiology and Hygiene 3,434 
Higher Branches 7,324 

Only the last item in the list is of real significance in 
this discussion. 

Inadequacy of High Schools Noted in 1906. 

In his report for 1906 the State Superintendent of 
Education called attention to the weaknesses in the fol
lowing language: "The absence of High Schools marks 
a weak place in the educational system of South Caro
lina. The time has come when this want should be sup
plied. One of the most phenomenal growths in any 
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educational line is the great growth of State Univer
sities in the middle and far West. This growth is largely 
accounted for by the provision on the part of the Legisla
tures of those States for High Schools. As a rule, these 
State Universities enroll more than three thousand stu
dents. This occurs in States whose population does not 
exceed that of this State. Such University growth is 
impossible without good preparatory and High School 
facilities. It is poor educational policy for a State to 
spend approximately a quarter of a million dollars on 
four colleges, and then make absolutely no provision for 
High Schools to be feeders of those colleges. The sta
tistics from the State above referred to show that the 
High School not only serves as a feeder for the Univer
sity, but that thousands of boys and girls are prepared 
for life's duties in these High Schools." Then followed 
other recommendations as to the support and standard
ization of public High Schools. 

Summary of the Chapter. 

1. There was no mention of education in the charters 
or constitutions of South Carolina until the ninth in 
1868. The tenth and last of 1895 was more definite in 
its provisions for education but did not specifically men
tion high schools. 

2. In 1870 the first State appropriation for public 
schools after the Confederate War, amounting to $70,000, 
was made. This was not intended for secondary schools 
specifically. 

3. First State school report was made in 1870. 
4. Certification of teachers by the State was begun 

in 1870. 
5. There were many obstacles to progress during this 

period. 
6. The State government was reorganized by restora
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tion of the citizens of the State to political and civil 
power in 1876. 

7. This restoration was immediately followed by defi
nite attempts to improve educational conditions. 

8. By 1880 there were reported 49 public and 81 pri
vate secondary schools and academies. 

9. Reports from 34 secondary schools, public and pri
vate, in 1881 showed an enrollment of 2,838. 

10. Secondary schools were still inadequate in 1906. 



CHAPTER V. 

FIRST LEGISLATIVE ACT TO PROVIDE 
SPECIFICALLY FOR HIGH SCHOOLS. 

Following close upon the recommendations of the 
State Superintendent of Education in his report of 1906, 
an Act was passed to provide high schools for the State, 
during the regular session of 1907. Since the Act and 
all subsequent amendments are reasonably accessible, 
only an outline is given here. 

Section 1. A county, a township, and aggregation of 
townships, or of adjoining districts, or any incorporated 
town with not more than 1,000 inhabitants, authorized 
to establish a high school. 

Section 2. An election on the question, under the rules 
of the general election, necessary as preliminary step. 

Section 3. Two mills special levy for high school pur
poses authorized, upon election of qualified voters. 

Section 4. Any high school already established might 
claim the privilege by meeting conditions and carrying 
out preliminary steps. 

Section 5. High schools to be defined and classified. 
Section 6. State Board of Education authorized to 

classify high schools. 
Section 7. State Board to be High School Board and 

to make rules and regulations not inconsistent with Act. 
Section 8. Manner of paying out State aid appro

priated and allotted. 
Section 9. School Boards authorized to receive gifts 

for support and benefit of High Schools, and the issu
ance of bonds for erection of buildings and support of 
High Schools authorized. 

Section 10. $50,000 appropriated to aid in support of 
public High Schools. 
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Amendments. 

One of the most conspicuous weaknesses was in the 
limitation, which did not permit the establishment and 
aiding of a high school in a town of more than 1,000 
population. It meant withholding encouragement from 
the very communities where the schools had already best 
provided for preparation of children for the courses of 
study offered in high schools. It meant virtually: "Put 
your high schools first where the children are not." 

This was partially removed by an amendment in the 
following year raising the population limit to 2,500. 
Further amendments specified a scaling of State aid so 
as to encourage four-year courses, and required a town 
high school to enroll not fewer than twenty-five pupils 
and a rural high school not fewer than fifteen. 

Again in 1919 further amendment was made so as to 
induce and encourage schools to enlarge their high 
school teaching force, to retain teachers for longer terms, 
to set up centralized high schools, to require a special 
local tax of four mills, to provide for teacher-training 
courses in as many as ten high schools, and to make the 
appropriation $130,000. 

High School Regulations. 

Since the State Board of Education has the authority 
to make rules and regulation for the government of the 
schools not inconsistent with the laws of the State, some 
elasticity of administration of High School rules and 
regulations has enabled much progress to be made as a 
result of guarded experimentation. These rules, adopted 
from time to time since the passage of the high school 
Act of 1907, are also accessible and are, therefore, not 
included here. Their chief merit is in the fact that the 
Board of Education may use discretion in administering 
its own rules by waiving, relaxing, or repealing at any 
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time, while in case of law in the form of legislative 
statute such could not be the practice. 

Preliminary Survey. 

Under the new Act the first step taken was to provide 
for an appraisal of conditions. The Professor of Sec
ondary Education of the University of South Carolina 
was authorized, by an agreement between the University 
and the State Board, to work under the direction of the 
State Board of Education as State High School In
spector. This position had just been created in the 
University in 1906 and was filled by the selection of 
Superintendent W. H. Hand of the Chester city schools. 

Professor Hand's first task was to take stock of the 
conditions to be dealt with. In his first report, published 
in January, 1907, he made this statement: "Notwith
standing the weighty importance of the high school in 
any system of education, it is without doubt the weakest 
part in South Carolina's system. Neither the Constitu
tion of the State nor the School Law of the State recog
nizes it as an essential factor in our school system, 
further than to grant the mere privilege of establishing 
schools of secondary grade." 

Continuing, he says: "It is only common-place to say 
that the high schools of the State are far from satis
factory. Among these schools themselves there is but 
little unity in organization; there is almost no articula
tion between the high school and the college on the one 
hand, or between the high school and the elementary 
school on the other hand; but few of them offer a course 
of study of sufficient length; fewer than one-fourth offer 
more than one course of study; in most of them the 
teaching force is inadequate; and a few are entitled to 
be called high schools only by courtesy. These unsatis
factory conditions must not be used as criticisms against 
the principals and the teachers in these schools. They 
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are doing the best they can to bridge the chasm with the 
limited means at their command." 

School Facts for 1906. 

Total number of white schools (all grades) 2,674 
Total number of white pupils in schools (all 

grades) 147,053 
Total number of secondary schools ... _ 105 
Total number of pupils in secondary schools 5,704 
Schools offering more than one course of study 24 
Schools offering a 6-year course of study 1 
Schools offering a 4-year course of study.. 32 
Schools offering a 3-year course of study .. _ 55 
Schools offering a 2-year course of study 16 
Schools offering a 1-year course of study 1 
Average length of recitation in minutes for 99 

schools, 35 minutes. 
This means but one high school for every 25 schools 

in the State, one high school for every 1,400 children, 
and one pupil in high school for every 100. 

Schools Offering Four-Year Course. 

Beginning high school with ninth grade ... .. 3 
Beginning with 8th grade 12 
Beginning with 7th grade 14 
Beginning with 6th grade 3 
Having one teacher in high school 2 
Having two teachers in high school 8 
Having three teachers in high school 4 
Having four teachers in high school.... 5 
Having more than four teachers in high school 13 

Number of Schools Offering These Subjects. 

Geometry 74 Drawing 44 
Trigonometry 12 Botany . ... 14 
Physics 34 Civil Government 68 
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Chemistry 14 
Physiology 42 
Greek 19 
French 17 
German 15 

Physical Geography— 73 
Bookkeeping 22 
Agriculture 7 
Industrial Training — 4 

All high schools offered English; nearly all offered 
Arithmetic; practically all offered History; Latin was 
offered in all the four-year courses and three-year 
courses, in most of the two-year courses and in some of 
the irregular courses. (W. H. Hand, Report on Sec
ondary Schools, 1907.) 

First Year of State Support. 

At the end of one year of State support the High 
School Inspector listed fifty-eight high schools as quali
fied for, and receiving financial aid under, the new law. 
He says, "The net results were more than were to be ex
pected." These were distributed in twenty-eight coun
ties, serving 119 districts. Of this number 28 were in 
rural districts. State support amounted to $28,000, 
ranging from $222 to $800 to each of the schools. 

Standards for measuring, accrediting, and regulating 
the schools' were adopted in accordance with those of the 
joint committee of the State Teachers Association and 
the Association of Colleges and High Schools of South 
Carolina, formulated in 1906. 

With these and other advance steps taken it soon 
became apparent that the number and efficiency of high 
Schools in the State depended on the willingness of the 
Legislature to authorize, and to encourage financially, 
the preparation of teachers for the classrooms, and the 
cooperation of higher institutions in encouraging pupils 
to remain in high school an adequate length of time. 
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Some of the Pioneers. 

The mention of the names of those who, in public or 
private schools', during the days following reconstruc
tion and preceding the State's acceptance of responsi
bility for secondary schools, labored definitely to bring 
about improvement in the weakest part of the educa
tional system would make a long catalog. 

Private schools were als'o doing pioneer work at Pat
rick Military Institute in Anderson, Carlisle Fitting 
School in Bamberg, several in Charleston, Welch Neck 
Academy in Hartsville, Edgefield Coeducational Institute, 
Presbyterian High School in Florence, Furman Fitting 
School in Greenville, Bailey Military Institute in Green
wood, Leesville College in Lexington County, Orange
burg Collegiate Institute, University School in Columbia, 
Wofford Fitting School, Hastoc School and others in 
Spartanburg, Catawba Military Academy in York. 

These do not include all the schools worthy of a 
place in the honorable mention of the contributors 
to progress in secondary education, but they are represen
tative of many who stood steadily, but almost in the dark, 
for lofty ideals and high standards. 

First High Schools to Qualify for State Aid (1907). 

County School County School 
Abbeville Cherokee Blacksburg 
Aiken North Augusta Gaffrtey 
Anderson Pendleton Chester 

Townvllle Chesterfield Chesterfield 
Williamston Jefferson 

Bamberg Bamberg Ruby 
Denmark Clarendon 
Olar Colleton 

Barnwell Allendale Darlington 
Beaufort Dorchester St George 
Berkeley Summerville 
Charleston Edgefield Johnston 
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County 
Fairfield 

Florence 

Georgetown 
Greenville 

Greenwood 
Hampton 

Horry 
Kershaw 
Lancaster 

Laurens 

Lexington 

School 
Ridgeway 
Winnsboro 
Timmonsville 
Sardis 

Fountain Inn 
Mauidin 
Simpsonville 
Ninety-Six 
Brunson 
Hampton 
Loris 

Heath Springs 
Kershaw 
Lancaster 
Clinton 
Cross Hill 
Laurens 
Mountville 
Renno 
Batesburg 

County 
Marion 

Marlboro 
Newberry 

Oconee 

Orangeburg 
Pickens 

Richland 
Saluda 
Spartanburg 

Sumter 
Union 

Williamsburg 
York 

School 
Dillon 
Latta 
Marion 
Mullins 
McColl 
Little Mt. 
Prosperity 
Oakway 
Seneca 
Westminster 
Springfield 
Central 
Easley 
Pickens 

Zoar 
Cross Anchor 
Cavins 
Hagood 
Jonesville 
Union 

Fort Mill 

Of the 41 counties only 28 had in 1907 a State aided 
high school; thirteen were without. The next table 
shows the status of all, both State-aided and non-State-
aided. 

Between 1907 and 1924 five new counties have been 
erected in the State, and some of the high schools 
embraced in the above list, as well as some in the next 
table following, are now not located in the same county 
as in 1907, by reason of changes in lines resulting from 
the setting up of new counties. 
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Status of All Public High Schools at the End of the 
First Year of State Aid.1 

H. 8. H. S. H. 8. H. 8. 
Schoul Teachers Pupils Units Salaries 
Abbeville 65 11.65 $1,545 
Aiken 41 11.34 1,082 
Allendale 3 26 10.56 1,240 
Anderson 5 173 16.58 3,605 
Bamberg 65 10.31 1,700 
Barnwell 3 20 10.17 920 
Batesburg 2 25 9.75 1,610 
Beaufort 2 25 11.01 1,070 
Belton 2 18 6.96 950 
Bishopville 3 66 11.32 806 
Blacksburg 2 31 9.04 1,650 
Blackville 2 21 5.90 870 
Branchville 1 33 7.35 640 
Brunson 2 35 8.32 1,500 
Burroughs, Conway 4 35 8.79 656 
Camden 5 60 13.00 1,826 
Central 2 26 8.10 810 
Charleston—Boys 9 240 21.47 10,920 
Cheraw 1 26 7.39 1,100 
Chester 4 79 17.16 1,924 
Chesterfield 12 3.90 540 
Clinton 20 9.63 1,116 
Clio 1 14 6.55 600 
Columbia 166 16.40 4.240 
Cross Anchor . . . . . .  2  20 8.70 825 
Cross Hill 2 36 7.32 936 
Darlington 4 117 12.67 1.908 
Dillon 2 67 11.38 1.875 
Denmark 4 30 10.85 1,464 
Easley 2 44 10.64 1.125 
Fairfax 1 16 5.06 540 
Fort Mill 2 28 8.10 1,260 

'All public high schools In the State are listed, altho only the In the 
preceding table received State aid. Location Is given only when different. 
In name from that of the school. The units column Includes all offered 
by the school. No pupil could take, for example, 21.47 units, as In 
Charleston. 
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H. S. H. 8. H. S. H. S. 
School Teachers Pupils Units Salaries 

Florence 4 111 9.27 1,642 
Fountain Inn 2 44 10.37 1,147 
Gaffney 3 59 10.15 1,485 
Greenville 5 192 8.39 2,720 
Greenwood 4 120 13.30 1,980 
Greer 2 50 9.52 1,339 
Hampton 2 40 9.23 1,200 
Hartsville 4 22 7.18 1,077 
Hastoc, Spartanburg (Pri.) 2 10.43 
Heath Springs 2 28 6.79 994 
Holly Hill 1 18 6.63 675 
Honea Path 2 32 7.95 1,202 
Jefferson 2 41 7.62 945 
Johnston 3 40 9.95 1,295 
Jonesville 3 39 12.35 1,710 
Kershaw 4 41 6.37 926 
Kingstree 2 50 11.40 1,305 
Lancaster 4 76 15.06 1,985 
Latta 3 40 11.91 1,220 
Laurens 5 90 12.62 2,020 
Liberty 2 33 7.54 
Little Mountain 2 30 9.06 600 
Manning 3 39 11.80 1,648 
Marion 3 61 14.30 2,198 
Mauldin 2 32 5.95 647 
McColl 2 35 9.28 1.425 
Memminger, Charleston (Girls) 16 390 22.36 9,965 
Mountville 2 22 8.24 746 
Mullins 2 64 12.22 1,305 
Bennettsvllle 3 32 9.56 1,061 
Winnsboro 3 49 14.56 1,855 
Newberry 3 81 10.94 1,053 
Ninety-Six 2 42 8.71 1.216 
Olar 2 32 9.12 1,252 
Orangeburg 3 100 13.06 1,485 
Lexington 1 37 6.51 720 
Pendleton 2 32 4.96 912 
Pickens 2 30 9.06 990 
Prosperity 2 29 10.20 990 
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H. B. H. s. H. B. H. 8. 
School Teachers Pupils Units Salaries 

Rafton Creek, Rembert 1 4 3.60 280 
Ridge Spring 2 23 5.16 880 
Ridgeway 2 26 5.90 936 
Rock Hill—Boys 2 41 10.68 1,690 
Rock Hill—Girls 2 47 9.41 945 
Ruby 2 28 6.08 768 
Saluda 2 32 6.00 500 
Sardis 2 42 6.80 824 
Schultz, North Augusta 2 62 10.00 1,560 

Seneca 2 22 8.05 1,038 
Simpsonville 2 40 6.57 637 
Spartanburg 5 128 9.85 2,675 
Springfield 2 46 9.49 1,116 
Summerton 2 11 6.94 1,120 

Summerville 2 16 7.60 765 

Sumter 5 144 14.55 2,745 
St. George . 3 52 8.44 1,965 

St. Matthews 2 29 8.29 1,030 

Timmonsville 2 27 7.40 845 

Townville 2 25 5.30 648 

Union, Rome 1 12 8.00 676 

Union ' 5 44 9.38 1,862 

Walhalla 2 16 10.25 

Walterboro 3 41 10.94 1,295 

Westminster 2 39 8.80 1,530 

Williamston 3 45 9.50 1,052 

Winyah, Georgetown 3 60 10.66 2,146 

Woodruff 2 45 8.67 999 

Yorkville 2 34 8.15 1,190 

Zian, Saluda 2 24 6.10 480 

A comparison of this list with that for the same 
schools and the additional schools in a subsequent chapter 
will show the degree of growth in those details given. 

Summary of the Chapter. 

1. The first legislative Act specifying recognition of 
or provision for high schools was passed in 1907. 
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2. Early amendments were necessary to make the new 
Act reach communities most able to support and utilize 
a high school. 

3. State Board regulations with some flexibility have 
been beneficial in setting up high schools. 

4. Under the new Act a preliminary survey was made 
by the State High School Inspector. This showed that 
much so-called high school work was not deserving of 
the name. 

5. An encouraging number of schools, however, were 
offering high school subjects. 

6. The first year of State support showed some of 
the weaknesses in the law and opened the way for fur
ther progress. 

7. Some of the pioneers in secondary school building 
are mentioned. 

8. Schools established the first year (1907) numbered 
58 in 28 counties. Thirteen counties had none to qualify. 



CHAPTER VI 

PRESENT STATUS OF SECONDARY EDUCATION 

The topic suggested by the title of this chapter does 
not need to be enlarged in great detail in order to indicate 
its nature as a foundation or background for later or 
larger developments. 

State-aided public high schools in the scholastic year 
1922-23 numbered 204 and in 1923-24 there were 251, 
of which 234 were for whites and 17 for negroes. Most 
of these offer four-year courses, a majority graduate 
pupils with fifteen standard high school units, and 
approximately one-half grant State high school diplomas 
to graduates. 

From a high school enrollment in 1906 of about 5,000 
to approximately 25,000 in a period of eighteen years is 
a mark of public interest and generous response to the 
growth of the idea, so slow to take root in the minds of 
the people of the State, that secondary education is a 
function of the State. 

Significant Facts. 

1922-23 1923-24 
High schools accredited for State aid 204 251 
Number accredited for high school 

diplomas Ill 
Accredited by Southern Association of 

Colleges and Secondary Schools.... 22 27 
Members of the Southern Association.... 11 18 

At best the high school population of the State, accord
ing to the census figures of the United States for 1920, 
is scarcely more than one-third enrolled in high schools. 
The enrollment figures for the public high schools for 
the scholastic year 1922-23 are given here1: 

'ileport of State Superintendent of Education, 1923. 
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White Negro Both 
Grade Boys Girls Total Boys Girls Total Races 
8th .. 3,563 3,929 7,492 195 388 583 8,075 
9th .. 2,689 3,232 5,921 94 250 344 6,265 

10th .. 2,036 2,647 4,683 69 163 232 4,915 
11th 1,226 1,996 3,222 17 31 48 3,270 

9,514 11,804 21,318 375 832 1,207 22,525 

Data from the report of the State Superintendent of 
Education for 1922-23 show the following facts, taking 
totals for the State except for incomplete returns for 
white and negroes from Florence and Orangeburg coun
ties and for negroes' from Jasper and York counties: 

Both 
White Negro Races 

13,524 2,537 16,061 
9,084 1,285 10,369 
6,403 612 7,015 
3,121 103 3,224 

32,132 4,537 36,669 

For the first time in the history of the State a high 
school is in reach of about two-thirds of the children in 
the grades above the elementary, or 22,525 out of 36,669. 

With State-aid to high schools amounting to approxi
mately $2,000,000 and with most of the colleges turning 
away applicants of doubtful preparation, and even 
some of thoro preparation, it is opportune for the State 
to make the community high school of more direct and 
distinct service to the people. Under the present rules 
of the State Board of Education no high school can claim 
accreditment for State classification with less than a 
nine months session, two well-qualified teachers, a mini
mum enrollment of twenty-five pupils of good prepara

Grade 
8th . 
9th . 

10th . 
11th . 



Backgrounds of Secondary Education 89 

tion for high school work, a curriculum or curriculumsf 
well organized and approved by the State Supervisor of 
High Schools. 

The nature and aim of this discussion does not permit 
the introduction of detailed information which is avail
able for examination in the recent reports of the State 
Superintendent of Education and the State High School 
Inspector. Therefore, the investigator will be able to 
find the material there in much more satisfactory form 
than if an attempt to introduce it here were undertaken. 
Reference to the bibliography at the end of this study will 
enable one to make a more detailed study. 

The lists of schools that follow are compiled from the 
high school directory published by the South Carolina 
State Department in December, 1923. 

Diploma High Schools (1922-23)' 

No. H. 8. No. H. 8. 
School Teachers Pupils 
Abbeville 7 190 
Aiken 6 128 
Allendale 79 
Anderson—Boys 270 
Anderson—Girls 16 397 
Andrews 81 
Bamberg 92 
Barnwell 3 78 
Beaufort , 6 137 
Batesburg-Leesville 11 266 
Belton 9 232 
Bennettsville 6 169 
Bishopville 6 132 
Blacksburg & 108 
Blackville 4 65 
Branchville . 4 87 
Brittons Neck, Gresham 3 37 
Brunson 3 61 

•From list published by State Supervisor of High Schools, 1»2*. 
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No. H. S. No. H. S. 

School Teachers Pupils 

Camden 8 219 

Campobello 3 93 

Central 5 64 
Charleston—Boys 21 505 
Cheraw 4 117 
Chesnee 4 80 
Chester 13 295 
Chesterfield 4 151 
Clinton 7 154 
Clio 5 132 
Columbia 42 971 
Conway 6 134 
Cross Anchor 4 88 
Darlington 8 197 
Denmark 4 84 
Dillon 9 137 
Easley 8 185 
Edgefield 5 99 
Elloree 4 83 
Estill 5 85 
Florence 22 481 
Fort Mill 6 106 
Fountain Inn 6 109 
Gaffney 12 289 
Georgetown 5 156 
Granitevllle 4 80 
Gray Court—Owings 72 
Greenville 36 740 
Greenwood 13 375 
Greer 13 278 
Hartsville 197 
Heath Springs 98 
Hemingway 81 
Holly Hill 74 
Honea Path 194 
Hyatt Park. Columbia 6 193 
Inman 6 129 
Johnston 6 155 
Jonesville 4 75 
Kershaw 5 133 
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School 

Kingatree 
Lake City 
Lamar 
Lancaster 
Landrum 
Latta 
Laurens 
Lexington . 
Liberty 
Lynchburg 
McColl 
McCormick 
Manning 
Marion 
Memminger, Charleston—Girls 
Mullins 
Newberry 
New Brookland 
Ninety-Six 
North 
North Augusta 
Norway 
Olanta 
Olar 
Orangeburg 
Pageland 
Pelzer 
Pickens 
Pinewood 
Ridgeland 
Ridge Spring 
Ridgeway 
Rock Hill 
St. George 
St. Matthews 
Saluda 
Seneca 
Simpsonville 
Spartanburg 

Sfo. H. S. No. H. S. 
Teachers Pupils 

7 101 
7 188 
6 65 
5 173 
4 70 
5 78 
9 236 
5 160 
7 81 
3 65 
5 82 
4 112 
8 153 

11 201 
29 687 
6 136 

10 193 
4 125 
6 68 
5 99 
5 87 
3 61 
4 74 
3 46 

16 441 
& 95 
6 100 
6 142 
3 39 
3 52 
4 76 
3 50 

17 347 
8 124 
5 86 
4 120 

7 171 
6 169 

26 779 
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No. H. S. No. H. S. 
School Teachers Pupils 
Springfield ... 4 90 
Summerton .. 3 84 
Summerville . 6 135 
Sumter—Boys 9 196 
Sumter—Girls 12 245 
Timmonsville 6 133 
Union 12 283 
Varnville 47 
Wagener 4 76 
Walhalla .... 176 
Walterboro .. 6 128 
Williston 74 
Winnsboro ... 97 
Woodruff 187 
York 222 

A total of 112 schools from which graduates with 16 
units to their credit receive State high school diplomas. 
Before this time 15 units was the required number. 

Other Four-Year High Schools 1922-23. 

No. H. S. No. H. S. 
School Teachers Pupils 
Chapin 3 86 
Clover 6 132 
Cowpens 4 75 
Fairfax 4 72 
Rome 3 41 
Whltmire 4 67 

Three-Year High Schools (1922-23). 

No. H. S. No. H. S. 
School Teachers Pupils 
Cross Hill 2 38 
Due West 3 52 
Harleyville 2 31 
Iva 4 81 
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No. H. 8. No. H. 8. 
School Teachers Pupils 

Little Mountain 63 
Pendleton 67 
Prosperity 51 
Swansea 76 
Townville 48 
Westminster 6 138 
Williamston 48 

A total of 11 high schools offering but three years of 
secondary work. 

Third-Year High Schools (1922-23). 

No. H. S. No. H. 8. 
School Teachers Pupils 

Antioch, Hartsville 4 44 
Bowman 3 48 
Cameron 2 36 
Ehrhardt 3 66 
Elliott 3 93 
Hampton 3 60 
Jefferson 4 47 
Johnsonville 4 66 
Lake View 3 83 
Loris 3 49 
McBee 3 49 
Mayesville 3 68 
Mt. Croghan 2 27 
Pauline 3 47 
Plum Branch 2 25 
Rains 3 34 
Ridgeville 3 44 
Rodman 4 69 
Ruby 3 67 

These 19 third year high schools are schools that have 
been in operation as high schools for only three years. 
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Third-Year High Schools (1923-24). 

No. H. S. No. H. S 
School Teachers Pupils 
Blackstock 3 45 
Calhoun-Clemson. Clemson College . .. 4 48 
Falrforest 3 45 
Fletcher Memorial, McColl 7 77 
Great Falls 5 96 
Greeleyville 4 59 
Green Sea 5 56 
Langley 61 
Lydia 52 
Moncks Corner 67 
Pacolet 35 
Pampllco 40 
Piedmont 82 
Pomaria 45 
Shiloh, Gray Court 25 
Starr 35 
Ware Shoals 51 

This list of 17 high schools became third year high 
schools in the session 1923-24. 

Second-Year High Schools (1923-24). 

No. H. S. No. H. S. 
School Teachers Pupils 
Bannockburn 51 
Bethune 97 
Central. Rembert 48 
Cordova 27 
Donalds 35 
Dunbarton 26 
Eastover 34 
Fairview, Lexington 51 
Fork Shoals 52 ' 
Furman 29 
Greenbrier. Rockton 28 
Hamer-Kentyre, Hamer 26 
Hickory Grove 31 
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No. H. s. No. H. 8. 
School Teachers Pupils 
Keowee 27 
Klrksey 26 
Lake Swamp, Darlington 45 
Lebanon, Anderson 31 
McClellanville 33 
Marrs Bluff 25 
Meggett 63 
Neeses 31 
Nichols 40 
Oakway 25 
Sardis 38 
Sharon 66 
Turbeville 35 
Wedgefleld 26 

These 27 second year high schools have been running 
as such for only two years. 

First Year High Schools (1923-24). 

No. H. S. No. H. 8. 
School Teachers Pupils 
Antioch, Camden 2 25 
Antreville 4 61 
Berea 2 34 
Bethany 2 34 
Blaney 3 30 
Blenheim 2 25 
Blythewood 3 49 
Buffalo (Highland), Kershaw 2 26 
Centenary 2 25 
Chappells 2 25 
Charlotte Thompson, Camden 4 36 
Cope 3 32 
Coward 3 68 
Cottagevllle 2 35 
Earls Grove 2 25 
Fair Play 2 25 
Falrview, Bishopville 2 32 
Gilbert 3 34 
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No. H. S. No. H. S. 
School Teachers • Pupils 
Hannah 3 60 
Hebron 28 
Hickory Tavern, Gray Court 2 31 
Lanford 37 
Lockhart 71 
Lowndcsville 45 
McConnellsville 32 
Macedonia 34 
Midway 29 
Montlcello 25 
Mountain View, Taylors 2 28 
Murray Vocational. Charleston 7 87 
North Charleston, Charleston 2 31 
Parker. Greenville 198 
Poplar Springs. Ware Shoals 3 40 
Reevrsville 30 
Rowesville 27 
St. Phillips 37 
Salem 41 
Salley 59 
Silverstreet 31 
Taylors 33 
Wellford 31 
Zion 26 

These 42 first year high schools were being accredited 
for high school work and approved for State aid for the 
first time this year (1923-24). 

Map Showing Distribution of Schools. 

The accompanying map shows the distribution of 
schools as they are listed in the preceding pages of this 
chapter. Density or sparseness of population is to some 
extent shown by the location of the high schools, and to 
some extent the degree of consolidation. 

To this total of 234 white schools the following 17 negro 
schools should be added to make complete the full list of 
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251 public high schools that applied for State aid under 
the high school law at the opening of the sessions' of 
1923-24. These are included in the map, Exhibit B. 

Negro High Schools, 1923-24. 

School Teachers Pupils 
Abbeville 2 57 
Anderson 5 68 
Beaufort 4 43 
Charleston 6 167 
Clinton 3 72 
Columbia 8 189 
Darlington 3 84 
Florence 7 93 
Georgetown 4 109 
Hartsville 3 26 
Lancaster 6 64 
Marion 4 66 
Newberry 4 102 
Orangeburg 4 165 
Sumter 4 120 
Union 2 67 

Summary of the Chapter. 

1. High school development encouraged by State 
recognition. 

2. State aid, State high school diplomas, and accredit-
ment for college entrance have all contributed to growth. 

3. State aid for high schools has grown from an initial 
appropriation in 1907 of $50,000 to approximately 
$2,000,000. 

4. The lists of high schoolsr showing the number of 
high school teachers and high school pupils in each fur
nish a basis for several analyses and comparisons?. 

5. High schools are distributed in keeping with density 
or sparseness1 of population. 



CHAPTER VII. 

CONCLUSION 

The aim during this study has been, not to write a his
tory, but to collect and arrange in outline the material 
upon which rests the history of secondary education in 
the State of South Carolina from the time it was a colony 
to the present. 

Each of the periods into which the history of the State 
is divided by important events furnishes an appropriate 
division for the study of education. The natural divis
ions fall into the following: 1. The Colonial, from the 
settlement of the Carolina colony, in 1670, to the end of 
the Revolutionary War in 1783. 2. The Post-Revolu
tionary, from the close of the Revolutionary War to the 
beginning of the Confederate War in 1861. 3. The Post-
Confederate, from the close of the Confederate War, in 
1865, to the passage of the first important Act relating 
to high schools, in 1907. 4. Beginnings under the high 
school Act of 1907. 5. A cross-section of the results of 
the operation of the high school Act of 1907, taken from 
the records of 1923 and 1924, to show the present status 
of secondary education in the State. 

Purposes, Motives, and Aims. 

The earliest aims and purposes of those promoting 
education in the colony were the inculcation of religious 
teachings, the instillation of moral character, and the 
preparation of the child for earning a livelihood during 
severe pioneer life. In the later colonial period the 
motive took on more of the desire to prepare for the pro
fessions, law, medicine, statecraft. 

The influences of the mother countries from which the 
colonists came were apparent in their imitation of the 
Latin grammar school of England and Scotland. So 
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well satisfied were the colonists with the English schools 
that many of the well-to-do sent their sons back to 
England to get secondary and higher training—espe
cially the latter. 

After the Revolution an additional aim of education 
was training for public service and the exercise of the 
prerogatives of citizenship in a democracy. The leader
ship in politics and statesmanship attained by a large 
number of men of those times reflect the nature of their 
ideal, training and interests. While much of the train
ing acquired in the schools of the times was directed to 
such uses as those named above, many of the wealthy 
land-owner class pursued culture for its own sake as an 
element of leisure and pleasure-seeking. 

During the post-Confederate War period there was a 
struggle to provide the fundamentals of training as the 
necessary minimum for the children of an impoverished 
people. Only within the last quarter of a century have 
the people of the State come to realize that a complete 
system of education, elementary, secondary, and higher, 
is a most important function of the State, and so not 
until then did they undertake to build up a State-wide 
scheme for secondary education as a fundamental safe
guard to a democracy. 

How Schools Were Established. 

During the earlier colonial period schools were pro
vided by individuals, singly or in groups, who offered 
their services to the patrons for fees. 

These private fee schools were many in number and 
varied in what they offered to the patrons. Some ex
ceptions in the nature of schools set up by chucrh or re
ligious organizations appeared early in the eighteenth 
century. Some of these were so associated with the civil 
authority that they were in a sense public schools or at 
least semi-public, altho not free in a literal sense. 
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Great stress was laid upon the need for training the 
youth so as to give character and strength to overcome 
the harsh influences of a pioneer life. It was natural 
that Europeans who came from an environment that 
provided reasonable educational facilities would seek to 
set up in the colony similar institutions. 

Three methods of establishing schools were most com
mon: 1. They were set up by churches, literary, phil
anthropic and other societies. 2. They were provided 
by men and women of scholarship, singly or in groups, 
as a satisfactory means of making a livelihood. 3. They 
were provided as a part of the function of the govern
ment. In the latter case, however, the so-called "free 
school" was so only in a limited sense, only the indigent 
being allowed free tuition. This latter notion, that the 
free schools were only free for those unable to pay, 
caused them to be called "poor schools" and this set up 
a prejudice that amounted to a great obstacle for many 
years. 

After the Revolution, academies were chartered by the 
legislature or they were set up as private enterprises. 

These incorporated academies were authorized, in 
many cases, to issue lotteries to provide funds for build
ing and support. These lotteries were restricted, how
ever, by the Act of incorporation, in the amount of 
money which might be raised by sale of lottery. 

Number and Extent of Secondary Schools. 

Only a few schools other than private were established 
before the Revolution. Scattered population, social iso
lation, civic ideals, and economic independence caused 
the person with means to feel that it was his duty to 
provide education only for those dependent on him. 

Private schools flourished in the colonial period. More 
than 200 of such schools have been mentioned in avail
able literature. 
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Much material of great value in this connection is to 
be found in the old newspaper files of the entire time 
from the beginning of the first paper, the South Carolina 
Gazette, in 1732. 

Knight, in his history of the Academy movement in 
the South, says there were more than 200 academies in 
the State, altho for many of them no definite, direct in
formation is obtainable. There are, however, in public, 
institutional, and private collections, many pieces of 
printed matter in the nature of newspaper items, bul
letins, catalogs, announcements, stories, biographies, and 
autobiographies, allusions and references, which furnish 
a large stock of valuable material. 

The growth in number and character of the public 
secondary schools has made rapid progress during the 
seventeen or eighteen years of real effort on the part of 
the State to have high schools. Far more children than 
should be are still not attending or are out of reach of 
high schools. 

The private and the church schools have rapidly given 
place to the public high school, there being now only a 
small number. 

Extent to Which Aims Were Realized. 

The aims of the secondary schools in each period were 
realized in many individual cases, but the proportion of 
the people served was small. The men who gave dis
tinctive character to the State in all her periods were the 
product of training in such schools as these, but the in
adequacy lay in the small number of the schools and the 
great number not reached by them. The quality of ser
vice rendered was high but restricted in its extent. 

The inadequacy of elementary education was an ob
stacle in obtaining the desired results in secondary school 
work. 
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The success of the leaders trained in these schools re
flects the quality of training, but should not be taken to 
indicate the adequacy of extent of opportunity for such 
training. 

Influence of One Period Upon the Others. 

The earliest, or colonial period, extended its influence 
into the succeeding, or post-Revolutionary, both posi
tively and negatively. During the progress of the War 
a number of academies were incorporated by the State, 
but these were projected upon the old Latin grammar 
school idea and were thought of as a place to train 
leaders rather than as a place to train the adolescent 
youth into good citizens, aiming to reach all, or as many 
as could and would use the opportunity. The revival of 
the free school idea in 1811 was a constructive but feeble 
step in the right direction, but it made little progress for 
a quarter of a century. On the other hand, the social 
and economic conditions should be taken into account as 
shaping the history of the times. 

The long interruption of the work of education at the 
Confederate \\ ar period, the accompanying changes in 
society, the destruction of property and the economic 
collapse, along with the destruction of so many lives, 
postponed any effective attempt to restore schools. A 
few academies reopened as individual or private enter
prises, the well-established and well-endowed ones hav
ing lost both means of support and in many cases even 
their plants. I he old idea of individual responsibility 
still exerted its influence, and many felt that each one 
should look out for his own in matters of education. 

Furthermore, the religious motive still held a strong 
place. Many of the best secondary schools of the last 
quarter of the nineteenth century were church schools. 
The distinct service they rendered is not to be over
looked and should not be underestimated. Much of 
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the progress of the present is due to the pioneer work of 
the private academy and the church school. This is 
borne out by cordiality of spirit between the private 
school worker and the public school worker. 

The private school and the academy rendered to 
society and the State a service at a time when society 
and the State were not yet ready to render to themselves 
this same needed service. 

The Outlook. 

The present condition of secondary education is one 
of rapid growth and almost universal interest and sup
port from the people of the State. A few comparisons 
of the available data in the reports of public school 
officers will convince one of this general statement. The 
consciousness of the importance of more than an ele
mentary training for the self-governing citizen in a 
democracy has taken hold of the minds of the people, 
and, just as a generation ago it was considered important 
that all should have, altho many did not have, the funda
mentals of an education, it is now commonly accepted 
that at least a high school education is the minimum for 
the community to provide in educational facilities for its 
future citizens. 
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