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Celebrate Books, 
Literary Heritage An Affiliate of the Library of Congress 

Center for the Book 

There's a new kid on the block to help South Carolinians celebrate 

books, writers and readers. It's the Palmetto Book Alliance, an affiliate 

of the Library of Congress Center for the Book. 

The SC State Library and the USC College of Library and Information Science 

were designated South Carolina's Center for the Book in 1996 by the Library 

of Congress Center for the Book. During the summer it was reconstituted 

as the Palmetto Book Alliance. In September the organizational meeting 

of the advisory council was held. 

A virtual center, the Palmetto Book Alliance, will partner with groups 

such as the SC Humanities Council, SC Arts Commission, booksellers, 

authors, libraries and the media to promote reading and book-related 

events throughout the state. 

Four priorities were approved at the advisory council's meeting: 
• Develop a clearinghouse for literary and book events in South 

Carolina through a website which would also link users to other 

book-related sites. 

• Publish a literary map of South Carolina. 

• Co-sponsor Read-In 99 for school children at the State Library 

• Help promote the public library book discussion program "Let's 

Talk About It". 

Sara June Goldstein of the SC Arts Commission is the presiding chair 

of the Palmetto Book Alliance advisory council. Other members are Andy 

Graves, Happy Bookseller; Liz Watford, Hartsville Library; Debbie Spear, 

Greenville County Library; Susie Surkamer, SC Arts Commission; Bob 

Ellis and Randy Akers, SC Humanities Council; Helen Fellers, Barnes 

and Noble; Dr. Clyde Mccants, Friends of South Carolina Libraries; Sue 

Summer, author; Dianne Johnson, USC; Penny Hayne, Lake Murray 

Elementary School media specialist; Jim Johnson, SC State Library; 

Fred Roper, USC CLIS; Beryl Dakers, ETV and Kurt Lamkin, poet. 



From the Director • • • James B. Johnson Jr. 

The State Library submitted its FY00 budget public library patrons, the 

request to the Governor's Office at the end of fact remains that South 

October 1998. The only budget request made by Carolina ranks 5th from the 

the State Library is for a significant increase in 

State Aid to county libraries. The State Library 

requested an additional $1,934,507 for the 

program. This increase would fund State Aid at 

$2 per capita and a minimum grant of $50,000 

per county. Current funding is $1.50 per capita 

with a minimum grant of $15,000 per county. 

This request is consistent with the Association 

of Public Library Administrators' campaign for 

$2 for 2000. 

Steady increases have been received over the 

past several years (from $ 1.05 in FY95 to today's 

$1.50). While these increases have benefitted 

bottom in the Southeast in 

state funding. The current 

Southeastern average is 

$2.30 per capita. There will 

be a number of new members of the House of 

Representatives and at least one new Senator in 

the upcoming session of the General Assembly. 

Now is the time for librarians, board members, 

friends and supporters to begin telling legislators 

what an increase in State Aid will mean for your 

county library. Public libraries should benefit 

from the increased statewide focus on education. 

Taylor New Board Chairman 

Nancy Taylor of Greenville is the new chairman of the SC State Library 

Board. A lifelong resident of Greenville, Taylor graduated from the 

University of Georgia and has served on the State Library board since 

1993. 

She is employed by Fluor Daniel and for 12 years was manager of the 

corporate library. She also spent four years as functional leader of all 

Fluor Daniel libraries in North America. For the past three years Taylor 

has served as research and information manager for Fluor Daniel Consulting. 

Taylor is a member of the Special Libraries Association and served as SC chapter president from 

1997-1998. She is also a member of the American Library Association, SC Library Association, 

Friends of South Carolina Libraries and the Society for Competitive Intelligence Professionals. 
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Benedict College 
Floyd Ingram is Director of Library Services at 
Benedict College in Columbia. 

Charleston County Library 
The Charleston County Library and the Friends 
of the library sponsored a speakers series this 
fall featuring writers and storytellers provided 
by the SC Arts Commission. Featured were 
Columbia poet Quitman Marshall; Susan 
Tekulve, a fiction writer and teacher of 
contemporary literature, journalism · and 
composition at Converse College; Tim Dillinger, 
storyteller and writer from Georgetown; Scottie 
Dixon Andrews, performance historian and 
Kathryn Y. Smith, playwright and journalist. 

Chesterfield County Library 
Mary "Butch" Laney retired after 20 years of 
service . 

Darlington County Library 
Darlington County Library participated in the 
fall Home and Garden Festival. Library 
representatives showed participants how to 
access home and gardening information from 
the library and over the Internet. 

Greenville County Library 
Greenville County Library and the Furman 
University Learning in Retirement (FULIR) 
program sponsored the first annual Upstate 
Genealogy Day. Over 260 people attended. 
Greenville County Library offers workshops and 
seminars on genealogy research. 

For three days in August teachers in the 15 
Berea-area schools were treated to a light lunch 
and tour of the Sarah Dobey Jones Branch 
Library. Friends of the library helped host the 
event for 530 teachers. The library moved to its 
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current location several months ago and used 
the event to show off the new facility and let 
teachers know what is available at the library 
for their students. 

Pickens County Library 
The Pickens County Library Systems Foundation 
hosted a workshop, "Library + Business = 
Success." The workshop demonstrated the 
resources of the library and how they can help 
businesses. 

Richland County Library 
An Orientation Center for visitors opened at 
Richland County Public Library. The black and 
silver dome has a large screen and benches for 
video-viewing. A short, professionally produced 
video introduces new patrons to the library. 
Copies of the video were given to each elementary 
and middle school library in Richland County. 

SC State Library 
"Bookmobile and Outreach Services" has been 
added to the periodical collection at the State 
Library. The first issue featured articles on 
outreach and public need, bookmobile guidelines, 
technical items when writing specs for 
bookmobiles and library jail service. 

USC Libraries 
The USC Newsfilm Archive received a $6,000 
grant from the National Film Preservation 
Foundation to preserve newsreels from the 
1930's. 

USC's Thomas Cooper Library received a donation 
of 200 Chinese language books from the 
Embassy of the People's Republic of China. 

Erin Loftis accepted the position of assistant 
conservator at USC's Thomas Cooper Library. 
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Advisory Committees Formed 

The future of DISCUS - South Carolina's Virtual Library - will be 

guided by teams of librarians representating schools, colleges and 

public libraries . Two advisory bodies have been established-an 

Advisory Council and a Database Assessment Committee. A 

Technology Assessment Committee will also be formed. 

The DISCUS Advisory Council serves as the primary forum to advise 

and guide the State Library in planning, implementing and 

evaluating DISCUS. 

The DISCUS Database Assessment Committee advises on the 

selection and renewal of databases. This group is using the feedback 

gathered from the statewide trials of topical and encyclopedia 

databases in order to recommend which databases should be added 

to DISCUS in 1999. Members are: JoAnne Deeken, Head of 

Acquisitions, Clemson University; Larry Freeman, Dean, Learning 

Resource Center, Orangeburg-Calhoun Technical College; Jane 

Tuttle, User Services Librarian, Columbia College; Dennis Adams, 

Information Services Coordinator, Beaufort County Public Library; 

Jo Griffith (chair), Collection Management Librarian, Richland 

County Public Library; Yolanda McCormick, Director, Dillon County 

Public Library; Pam Livingston, Media Specialist, Swansea High 

Advisory Council 

Tom Basler, Director of Libraries 
MUSC 

Oakley Coburn, Library Director 
Wofford College 

Margaret Green, Library Director Spartanburg 
Technical College 

Jan Buvinger, Director 
Charleston County Library 

David Lyon, Director 
York County Library 

Sarah McMaster, Director 
Fairfield County Library 

Martha Alewine, Instructional Technology 
South Carolina Department of Education 

Lynn Barron, Librarian 
Hammond School 

Betty Anne Smith, Media Specialist 
Royall Elementary School 

Jim Johnson, Director 

State Library (ex-officio) 

School; Betty Neal, Media Specialist, Blythewood Middle School; Jennie Redmond, Media Specialist, 

Calhoun County High School. 

Former Horry Librarian Dies 

Catherine Lewis , former head librarian in Horry County, died in September. She was head librarian in Horry 

County from 1960-1987. Active in the Association of the Public Library Administrators of South Carolina 

(APLA), she was president of the organization in 1980. Her history of her native county, "Horry County, 

South Carolina, 1 730-1990" was released by USC Press this year and received favorable reviews statewide. 
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South Carolina's eligible K-12 

schools began getting their 

connections to the InfoTrac 

~ SearchBank databases that 

currently make up DISCUS in late 
.. 

September. The database license 

with Information Access Company 

(IAC) allows for gradually 

connecting schools so that all will 

have access by the end of 1998. 

Schools will be able to access the 

four full-text periodical databases 

currently included in the DISCUS 

agreement, as well as three subset 

databases of General Reference 

Center appropriate for school-age 

children: Primary TOM, SuperTOM 

DISCUS-related promotional being considered for addition to 

materials to each school librarian. DISCUS for 1999. Feedback from 

InfoTrac SearchBank training statewide trials will be used in 

sessions for librarians will be determining which databases 

scheduled in the coming months. will be selected. Data bases 

Librarians are advised to consult available for trial in October and 

Jr., and SuperTOM. In November the InfoTrac web site at http:// November included topical 

.. the State Library will provide www.iacnet.com for information databases from EBSCO and SIRS, 

public and college libraries with about the SearchBank databases , 

information about displaying the including: database descriptions , 

TOM databases on their journal lists, texts of user guides 

SearchBank menus. and training materials, article 

as well as encyclopedias from 

Britannica, Grolier, Microsoft and 

World Book. 

selection guidelines , article For more information about DISCUS 

After schools get connected to the citation hints , etc. 

InfoTrac SearchBank databases, 

the State Library will send a Web-accessible topical databases 

SearchBank User Guide and and general encyclopedias are 

November I December 1998 

- South Carolina's Virtual Library, 

contact: Mary Bull, DISCUS Project 

Coordinator; (803) 734-8666; 

(mary@leo.scsl.state.sc.us). 
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Stuffed With Books 
Over 64,000 children participated in 

summer reading programs in public 

libraries across South Carolina this past 

summer, and attendance at summer 

reading programming events topped 

73,000. Children and their parents 

checked out 1,799,819 books. 

The hit of The Great Book Feast program 

was the reading medals. One-third of the 

libraries used them and those libraries 

were very enthusiastic about the medals. 

Staff said children were motivated by the 

chance to win a medal for reading. Several 

libraries reported that some parents were 

having them engraved on the back side. Others 

said they did something special to recognize 

the child when they met the requirements for 

a medal and felt this contributed to the 

children's excitement. 

In 1998, 12 libraries counted time spent 

reading as the criteria for completing the 

program, 15 counted number of books read, 

and two used contracts. Nine libraries used 

to putting more focus on reading and individual 

use of the library than on weekly programs. "The 

relaxed atmosphere seemed to be a relief to parents. 

They seemed glad that children did not have to be 

here at a specific time each week for a program," 

says Donna Long, children's librarian. "We could 

provide more individual service." Lee County 

Library had a 100 percent increase in participation 

and Fairfield County Library had a 65 percent 

increase. Statewide, participation was about the 

same as in 1997. 

number of library visits or program A number of libraries had a parallel reading 

attendance. program for young adults often with a different 

A number of libraries had impressive 

increases. Darlington County Library's 

circulation of children's materials increased 

213 percent over 1997. Clarendon County 

Library had a 57 percent increase and 

Dorchester County Library had a 41 percent 

increase in circulation. Marion County 

Library had a 121 percent increase in number 

. of children participating which they attributed 
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structure to set it apart from the children's 

program. There was also more summer 

programming for young adults. Among the 

offerings this past summer were book discussion 

groups, baby-sitting classes, a variety of workshop 

and craft programs, and coffeehouses. Several 

libraries praised the work of junior volunteers 

in helping with both the reading program and 

special programming . 
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School-age programming 
can be challenging. In 
York County the library 
has been successful with 

its mystery series for children 9-11. 

The program was held three Saturdays from 2-4 and 
was limited to 15 participants. Using the Internet, 
Julie Shatterly, children's department manager of 
the York County Library, found two excellent sites 
with mysteries and mystery ideas. 

Shatterly played "Murder," a game for the children. 
Slips of paper were placed in a basket. One said 
"murderer," two slips said "detective" and the 
remaining ones had Xs on them. After sending the 
detectives from the room, Shatterly turned off the 
lights and had the "murderer" kill one of the 
participants by tapping them on the shoulder. When 

the lights came on almost everyone had been 
"murdered." The detectives then had to find out who 
the "murderer" was . 

Other program activities included fingerprinting, 
using butcher paper to draw their bodies and using 
craft materials to liven up the bodies. A police 
investigator spoke to the children about how they 
investigate crimes and answered their questions . 
Shatterly wrote a short mystery "The Disappearance 
of the Rare Book." The children visited the scene of 
the crime and discussed who "done it." 

The mystery series was a low maintenance, low 
budget program that was well received. Parents 
commented that the 2-4 time slot was the same time 
as a matinee and allowed everyone to relax on 

Saturday mornings . 

Cooperation Benefits Students 
School Library / Public Library cooperation seems like a good idea, but putting it into action takes time -
something media specialists and children's librarians don't often have. In Lexington County, Kelly Pool of 
the Lexington Main Library and D'Etta Broome of Midway Elementary School use e-mail to make commu
nication and cooperation a reality. "I know it's easier for me," said Kelly, "and with a hectic flex and block 
schedule, I assume it's easier for her. I believe this has been so easy for us, because we are both still 'new' 
to the business and excited about networking." 

Communication began after library staff member, Suzette Hawkins, told stories at the school last fall. After 
that D'Etta offered to be a liaison between the public library and her school. Here are some examples of how 
they are working together. 

• Lexington Library sends D'Etta information about programs, and she publicizes them through her 
newsletter. 

• D'Etta tries to answer requests for more information about particular school assignments. She will 
post the requests to get more information from teachers. 

• Public library staff visits for storytelling in the fall and for summer reading promotion. 
• This fall, storyteller Suzette Hawkins helped with storytelling workshops for third graders at the 

school. 
• D'Etta volunteers at the Lexington library one Sunday a month for a 45 minute storytime. 
• D'Etta provided Kelly with a list of area media specialists' names, addresses and phone numbers. 

These things are not very complicated or time-consuming, and they make a difference in providing better 
service for children. 

Jane Connor, children's services consultant; Email: janec@leo.scsl.state.sc.us. Telephone: (803) 734-8666. 
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Business Calls -- Library Answers 
When business comes calling at 

the Charleston County Library, 

Susan Wolf Neilson, business 

reference librarian, is there to 

answer. 

Neilson was selected two 

years ago to head the library's 

newly established business 

department. Noting that close to 

60 percent of the reference 

inquiries related to business, 

Neilson realized the need for a 

separate business area. 

After assessing the needs of the 

community, Neilson began 

collecting materials in 

specialized subject areas for her 

community: export/ import 

information, textile and pap~r 

industry information, small 

business and tourism. She then 

increased the collection of the 

new library by over 2,500 volumes 

and added periodicals to meet 

these needs. 

The new Business Reference Area 

has seven Internet terminals, 15 

new databases, including a word 

processing workstation. Many 

executives bring their own disks 

to download information or they 

e-mail the information back to 

their offices, making the library 

experience painless, efficient and 

timesaving. 

Neilson added three new special 

collections, each with its own 

electronic workstation and 

databases. The Investment 

Center, the Foundation Center 

and the College and Career 

Center. 

Under the direction of Neilson 

and her staff, the Business 

Reference Area is one of 

Charleston's most valuable 

resources. Just ask the 

Charleston Metro Chamber of 

Commerce, or the County 

Economic Development Director 

or the Mayor. They are some oV 

the library's best customers. 

RCPL Receives Award 
· Toe South Carolina Humanities Council presented the Governor's Award for Community Leadership 

and Support to the Richland County Public Library. This award annually recognizes individuals, 
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organization or institutions responsible for making 

significant contributions to the cultural life of South 

Carolina. John Baker, chairman of the Richland 

County Public Library's Board of Trustees, accepted 

the Governors Award. With him are C. David Warren, 

library director (left) and volunteers Dr. and Mrs. 

Clyde Dornbusch (right) who nominated the library 

for this award. 
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The South Carolina State Library has long 

championed the principles of Intellectual 

Freedom. The exhibit "Don't Fence It In! Pro

tect Your Freedom to Read" was prepared by 

the State Library in the 1950'sfor use around 

the state. Here it is displayed in the Calhoun 

County Library. Long-time county librarian, 

the late Clara T. McCabe works at the desk. 

The exhibitfeatured astockadefence around 

the words "Intellectual Freedom. " The sides 

of the stockade carry the words "Censorship 

and Witch Hunting." 

Marketing Your Library's Services :(j-Great Ideas! 
• Sarah Dobey Jones Branch Library of the Greenville County Library hosted 530 teachers to show 

them what's new at the library before school started in August. 

• The SC State Library is conducting special DISCUS orientation seminars for staff of the 
committees of the General Assembly. 

• Pickens County Library System hosted businesses for Library + Business = Success workshop. 

• Charleston County Library demonstrated DISCUS to members of the legislative delegation at a 
delegation meeting. 

Help us toot your horn for you. Email Ann Addy with your great ideas and successes in marketing 
and public relations. Email: ann@leo.scsl.state.sc.us. Telephone 803-734-8666. Fax 803-734-8676. 
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Braille is a system of touch reading and writing in 

which raised dots represent the letters of the 

alphabet. It is read by moving the hand or hands 

from left to right along each line. Because 

Braille holds the key to genuine literacy for the 

blind, Louis Braille's 1824 invention is still 

important, even in the midst of technological 

innovations . 

Librarians can play a part in helping stem the 

nationwide decline in Braille literacy by becoming 

knowledgeable about sources of Braille reading 

materials. In South Carolina, a librarian's first 

contact for securing Braille reading materials 

should be the State Library's Department for 

the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Through 

a contract arrangement, the SC State Library 

orders Braille reading materials, as requested 

by registered readers, for home delivery by mail. 

Materials are loaned free of charge. 

Also, throughout the United States there are 

sources of Braille books and magazines available 

for loan, purchase, rental or free distribution. 

Call the library at 1-800-922-7818 or 803-898-

5900 for the 36 page reference circular, "Sources 

of Braille Reading Materials." Included in the 

publication are general, religious and specialized 

sources, major Braille presses and transcription 

services and resources for future information. 

Guynell Williams, director, Services for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Email: guynell@leo.scsl.state.sc.us 
Telephone: 1-800-922-7818 or (803) 737-9970 

Friends Present Awards 
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Awards were presented at the 

Friends of South Carolina Libraries 

annual meeting. Award winners for 

1998 from left to right are: Leland 

Burch, Greer Citizen, Business 

Award; Representative Larry Koon, 

Public Service Award; Shirley 

Hildebrand, Staff Award; Dr. and 

Mrs. Joe Rogers, accepting for their 

son, David, the Trustee Award and 

Rudy Mancke, Best Friend of the 

Library award. 
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Blagden, Tom. South Carolina reflections. Westcliffe 
Publishers, 1998. 64p. $14.95. 

Connor, Amy Sadler. Edisto Island: afamily affair. 
Arcadia Publishing, 1998. 128p. $16.99. 

De Hart, Allen. Hiking South Carolina trails. 4th ed. 
Globe Pequot Press, 1998. 339p. $12.95. 

Edgar, Walter B. South Carolina: a history. University 
oJSouthCarolinaPress, 1998. 716p. $39.95. 

Griffin, John Chandler. Moments of glory: South 
Carolina's greatest sports heroes, 1913-1977. 
Summerhouse Press, 1998. 241p. $16.95. 

Huntsinger, Elizabeth Robertson. More ghosts of 
Georgetown. John F. Blair Publisher, 1998. 167p. 
$9.95. 

I made this jar: the life and works of the enslaved 
African-American potter, Dave. Edited by Jill Beute 
Koverman. McKissick Museum, University of South 
Carolina, 1998. lOlp. $20.00. 

Jenkins, Wilbert L. Seizing the new day: African 
Americans in post-Civil War Charleston. Indiana 
University Press, 1998. 238p. $29.95. 

Kendall, Jerry T. Bennettsville Cotton Mill. Reprint 
Company, 1998. 155p. $40.00. 

Olwell, Robert. Masters, slaves, and subjects: the 
culture of power in the South Carolina low country, 
17 40-1790. Cornell University Press, 1998. 294p. 
$49.95. 

Reynolds, Katherine Chaddock. Visions and vanities: 
John Andrew Rice of Black Mountain College. 
Louisiana State University Press, 1998. 236p. $35.00. 

Siddons, Anne Rivers. Low country: a novel. 
f-larperCollins, 1998. 290p. $25.00. 

Turner, Steve. William H. Johnson: truth be told. 
104p. $35.00. 
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South Carolina 
State Library 

Services 

• Library Planning and Development 
• Interlibrary Cooperation 
• Services for State Government and State 

Agencies 
• Consultant Assistance for Public and 

Institutional Libraries 
• Services for the Blind and Handicapped 
• South Carolina Library Network 
• Reference and Information Services 
• Interlibrary Loan Services 
• Audiovisual Services 
• Grants-in-Aid 
• Continuing Education 
• Technical Assistance for Library 

Construction 
• State and Federal Documents 
• Statistical Information 
• Grants Research Collection 
• ERIC Collection 
• Computerized Databases 
• Public Information Program 
• Publications 

Calendar 
November 16-22, 1998 
Children's Book Week 

Books Go Everywhere! * February 11, 1999 
Marketing By the Seat of Your Pants 

Columbia, SC 

April 17, 1999 
Friend of South Carolina Libraries 

Annual Meeting 

Columbia, SC 

April 17-18, 1999 
SC Book Festival 

Carolina Coliseum 

Columbia, SC * 
* 
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South Carolina State Library 
(803) 734-8666 

FAX: (803)734-8676 
TDD: (803)734-7298 

Web site: http :/ / www.state.sc.us / scsl / 

Administration 
James B. Johnson, Jr., Director 

John H. Landrum, Deputy Director 

Library Development 
Margie Herron, Director 

Network Services 
Lea Walsh, Director 

Reader Services 
Anne Schneider, Director 

Technical Services 
Felicia Yeh, Director 

Library for the Blind and 
Physically Handicapped 

Guynell Williams, Director 
(803)737-9970 

Toll Free: 1-800-922-7818 

Board of Trustees 
Nancy C. Taylor, Chairman 

Verena Bryson 
Margaret J. Bundy 

Betty Jo Hall 
Willie Saleeby 

George H. Seago, Jr. 
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