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Fifty years of state aid to 
S.C. public libraries 
Fifty years ago the South Carolina General Assembly provided the first state funding 
for county libraries. In 1943 $200 was allocated to the public libraries which 
qualified. 

After an extensive statewide campaign by librarians, trustees and library support
ers. state aid was changed to a per capita basis in FY68. 

The first per capita appropriation was 20 cents. Over the years state aid has 
gradually increased, but state budget cuts in recent years have reduced the state's 
contribution to public libraries. 

State aid reached an all time high of $1.05 per capita in FY89 and FY90. The FY93 
appropriation is 93.5 cents per capita. 

County libraries have used state aid to employ staff, purchase library materials, 
obtain library equipment and support bookmobile operations. 

Since the inception of state aid, tremendous strides have been made in the delivery 
of public library services. The General Assembly has provided South Carolina's 
public libraries over $46.9 million in the past 50 years. 

"State aid has been an important part of public library funding in South Carolina." 
said Jim Johnson, director of the State Library. "However, tight economic times of 
recent years have reduced state aid as a per cent of total public library support." 

"In FY83 state aid was 16% of public library support: today it is 9.5%. If public 
libraries are to meet the challenge of providing lifelong education for all South 
Carolinians additional support from the state is necessary." 

S. C. I\ ;-r- • 
I I ...... 
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News from around the state 
The Anderson County Library is providing answers for a new feature 
entitled "Because You Asked" which appears daily in section one of the 
Anderson Independent Mail. 

Five billboards promoting reading and literacy have been posted 
throughout Anderson county. These billboards feature Kristie Lynn 
Greene. Miss Anderson County, with a group of storyhour children 
and encourage parents to "READ to your children." The Friends of the 
Anderson County Library provided matching funds which supple
mented a literacy grant to pay for the signs. 

Elaine Buist is a new librarian at the John De La Howe School. 

The Chapin Memorial Library will be hosting "I Love A Mystery" 
lecture and discussion series five Sundays during January, February 
and March. Each program will consist of a lecture on a mystery title, 
followed by audience discussion of the featured book. 

Buffalo Elementary School media specialist, Tammy Fisher, was 
named ''Teacher of the Year" for the 1992-93 school year. 

The Kershaw County Library received the Volunteer Service Award 
given by the Wateree Community Actions. Inc. for the library's work 
with the St. Matthews Head Start program. 

The Friends of the Orangeburg County Library held a mystery night 
at the library on October 15, 1992. The play, "Deadly Deal," was 
performed. Audience members were invited to try to win one of the 
many door prizes by guessing who the villain might be. Approximately 
$1,000 was raised at this event. 

The dedication ceremonies for the new Pickens County Library were 
held December 30. 1992. 

The Friends of the Tri-Pacolet Branch of the Spartanburg County 
Library recently met their goal of raising $60,000 for a new building. 

Anna Yount is the new head of reference at the Charleston County 
Library. 

February 1993 

Sendak illustra
tions to adorn 
RCPL's new 
children's room 

Maurice Sendak and the Rich
land County Public Library have 
announced their collaboration 
on a unique project involving 
the rendition of illustrations 
from Sendak's picture book 
classic, Where the Wild Thin~s 
Are. This will be the first time 
Sendak has authorized such 
use of his work. 

The project includes a forty-six 
foot mural hanging in the gar
den area of the children's room 
at the new main library and two 
free-standing scenes on each 
side of the children's room en
trance. 

The project will define the 
children's room as a special 
place for fostering the imagina
tion of children. The mural 
depictsadoublepagewildrum
pus scene: while in the free
standing scenes, the wild things 
are sent off to bed without their 
supper. 

Michael Hagen. an internation
ally recognized scenic painter, 
will produce the art work. Hagen 
is responsible for rendering 
Sendak's stage and set designs 
that have appeared throughout 
the United States. 

The Columbia Academy which 
funds educational programs for 
youth has agreed to seive as 
sponsor of the children's room 
in the new main library which 
is scheduled to open February 
14, 1993. 
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The new 200,000 square foot main library, located at the comer of Assembly and Hampton Streets. 

Richland County Public Library's new main 
library scheduled to open in February 
The new main library of the Richland County Li
brary is scheduled to open February 14, 1993. 

The new 200,000 plus square foot facility is over six 
times the size of the old library building. Each level 
in the new building is one acre in size. Glass walls 
along Assembly and Hampton Streets enclose a 
four-story garden with 24 live trees, each 25 feet in 
height. 

A contemporary look on each of the four levels is 
created with the use of black, accented with vivid 
shades of coral, teal, magenta, tangerine and purple. 
Rich woods. terrazzo floors, sculptured walls, spec
tacular angles, and piano-shaped curves are found 
in special areas. 

The work of world-renowned illustrator and author, 
Maurice Sendak, will be reproduced in two free
standing scenes at the entrance to the children's 
room and a 46 foot mural will hang across the room 
in the garden area. A storytelling room with a 
puppet stage will be another focal point in this area. 

The information services department will be divided 
into several areas: general reference, local history 
and business, science and technology. The local 

history room will house collections of books and 
materials pertinent to Columbia and Richland 
County. 

The building also houses a 300-seat auditorium 
which will be used for library programming and will 
be available for other groups to use as well. 

For the first time in years, the library will be able to 
house its main library collection of books and mate
rials under one roof and have ample space for 
patrons to browse, study, read and conduct re
search. There will also be considerably more park
ing at this new location. 

Grand opening ceremonies will be held Sunday, 
February 14, 1993, beginning with a parade led by 
the U.S. Army Band, area school children and 
interested patrons, from the old library on Sumter 
Street. The parade will begin at 1:30 p.m. 

Local officials, the library's Board of 1iustees, li
brary staff, patrons and Friends of the Library will be 
joined by South Carolina authors, mimes and Patch
work Players at the grand opening festivities. The 
public is also invited to attend. 
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South Carolinians 
Bodie. Idella. Trouble at Star 
.Eo.tl- Orangeburg, S.C. 
Sandlapper Press, 1992. 
lOlpp. $9.95. Juvenile. 

Boroughs. Zig. The Devil's Tale. 
College Park, GA Static Line 
Books, 1992. 34lpp. $12.50. 
(Parachute Infantry Regiment, 
508th). 

Lander, Ernest M. From 
Clemson Colle~e to India in 
World War II by a GI Who Neyer 
Saw the Enemy. Spartanburg, 
S.C. The Reprint Company, 
1992. 122pp. $9.95. 

Lee County, South Carolina. 
Past and Present. Bishopville. 
S.C. Lee County Chamber of 
Commerce, 1992. (Dallas, TX, 
Taylor Publishing Company) 
132pp. $35.00. 

Pierce, Robert A South Caro
lina And Me: A state's Special 
Places, People, and Times. Co
lumbia, S.C. State Publishing 
Co .. 1992. 99pp. $7.95. 

Stewart, Patricia B. I Love to 
Tell the Stoiy; the Authorized 
Bio"raphy of John Fli~. Co
lumbia, S.C. Printer's Inc., 
1992. 7lpp. $10.99. 

Stiles. Ken. What Tums the 
Holly Beny Red. Columbia , 
S.C. R.L. Bryan, 1992. 207pp. 
$19.95. 
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Choice Magazine 
• announces new series 

Choice magazine has announced a new series of bibliographies that 
identifies books covering a number of ethnic groups. 

The series, "Ethnic Studies Reviews," has been designed to facilitate 
collection development in several multi-cultural areas, to provide 
current bibliographies on particular ethnic groups and to facilitate 
research and reference. 

The bibliographies, which include author and title indexes, will assist 
librarians, faculty and students in finding a recent publication on or 
about a particular ethnic group and in developing a course reading list. 

Each bibliography addresses a particular American ethnic group and 
is compiled from reviews published in Choice during the prior three 
years. The titles cross all disciplines and represent a selected view of 
the best scholarly titles published on a multi-cultural topic. Each title 
in the bibliography is accompanied by the full Choice review. 

The first titles to be published in the series are: "African and African
American Studies," more than 700 titles, for $22, and Native American 
Studies," more than 275 titles, for $15. 

Forthcoming titles are "Latina Studies," more than 500 titles, for $20, 
and "Asian American Studies," more than 200 titles, for $15. 

Orders can be placed by sending a check, plus $2 for postage and 
handling, to: Choice. 100 Riverview Center, Middletown, CT 06457. 

Children's Librarians meeting planned 
A meeting of children's librarians and other appropriate staff of South 
Carolina public libraries has been scheduled for March 26, 1993 to 
discuss the 1993 Summer Reading Program materials. 

The theme for the 1993 Summer Reading Program is "Plant A Reading 
Seed." 

The meeting will be held at the new Cayce-West Columbia Branch of 
the Lexington County Library System, 1500 Augusta Road ( U.S. 
Highway # 1). West Columbia. 

For more information, contact Ronald Anderson at the State Library 
at 734-8666. 
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Inflation factors for 1993 & 1994 library budgets 

When developing 1993 and 1994 library budgets, the following annual percentage increases should be 

anticipated just to maintain the status quo. 

Category of expenditures 

Salaries (consumer price index) 

Books 

Popular magazines & newspapers 
(e.g., major newsstand titles) 

All U.S. periodicals (including scientific, 
business, and professional journals) 

Source Notes: 

1991-92 

3.3% 

3.00/4 

4.4% 

12.2% 

Percent change 
1992-93 1993-94 

3.6% 4.5% 

3.8% 4.60/4 

4.7% 4.9% 

13.0% 13.6% 

Projections for salaries (consumer price index). book prices, and popular magazine and newspaper prices 

were obtained via telephone from Deborah Selsky, Cahners Economics (275 Washington St., Newton, MA 

02158; 617 /964-3030). Watch Librazy Journal for her column, Library Market Outlook, which showcases 

data of interest and use to library managers. The column appears quite irregularly. owing to monthly 

editorial decisions: so, readers who would like to see it regularly are encouraged to write I.J to that effect. 

Also note that Cahners Economics publishes a bi-monthly newsletter, Publishin2 Markets, which analyzes 

and forecasts trends affecting book publishers and monitors forces influencing book buying and related 

services in consumer, library, and corporate markets. 

The 1991-92 figure for all U.S. periodicals is from Periodical Price Index 1992 (Librazy Journal. April 15, 

1992, pp. 55-62). Projections for 1992-93 and 1993-94 were made by the Library Research Service and 

are extrapolated from the relationship between popular magazine and newspaper prices and all U.S. 

periodical prices for 1991-92. 

(Reprinted with permission of Keith Lance, Colorado State Library and Adult Education Office, 201 East 

Colfax Avenue, Room 309, Denver Colorado 80203; 303/866-6737.) 

Leadership workshop offered 
"A Leadership Survival Kit." a regional institute on leadership, will be offered a second time by the Library 

Administration and Management Association on Friday, March 19, 1993, at the Sheraton Colony Hotel in 

Atlanta, GA. Toe deadline for registration, limited to 125 participants, is March 5, 1993. 

Co-sponsored by SO LINET, the one-day institute will provide librarians with an opportunity to expand their 

perspectives on leadership through greater awareness of issues that impact their effectiveness. Topics to 

be addressed are leadership and decision-making styles, approaches to confronting and managing conflict 

and stimulating creativity. The registration fee is $110 for LAMA and SO LINET members and $150 for non

members. 

For more information and registration, contact Amy Bernath, SO LINET, 1438 W. Peachtree St. N. w .. Suite 

200, Atlanta, GA 30309: phone: 1-800-999-8558, ext. 226. 
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Handbook provides useful tool against censorship 
By JoAnn Olson, Library Development Consultant 

A new book is making its way into libraiy collections 
throughout South Carolina. The South Carolina 
Intellectual Freedom Handbook was first distrib
uted at the 1992 South Carolina Library Association 
conference. 

The handbook is the result of many hours of plan
ning and work by the Intellectual Freedom Commit
tees oflhe South Carolina Library Association and 
the South Carolina Association of School Librar
ians. The first edition of the handbook was sup
ported in part by a grant from the South Carolina 
Committee for the Humanities, an agent of the 
National Endowment of the Humanities. 

The handbook was printed courtesy of SIRS (Social 
Issues Resources Series, Inc). "Tilis handbook has 
been designed to provide all library and information 
professionals in South Carolina with practical infor
mation concerning action which may be taken when 
attempts are made to restrict individuals' First 
Amendment Rights." 

The handbook's cover features an eye-catching logo 
"created by Becky Wilson, Instructional Services 
Center, University of South Carolina, ... based on 
the national Intellectual Freedom logo. It represents 
a shackled mind which reminds us of our prof es
~ional responsibility to defend and preseive intellec
tual freedom in America. We must realize that 
narrow vision and destructive attitudes of special 
interest groups endanger intellectual freedom and 
information flow in today's society. The mind can be 
as shackled as can the body. Until these shackles 
are .eliminated, our efforts to unite people and 
information will continue." 

One look at the table of contents should convince 
librariar:is that a copy of the handbook would be a 
valuable resource in their collections. One section, 
"Preparing for the Censor," contains Amendments 1 
and 14, Section 1, of the Constitution of the United 
States, the Library Bill of Rights, the Freedom to 
Read Statement and the Statement on Professional 
Ethics, 1981. In order to prepare for the censor, the 
handbook recommends that the library develop the 

following Guidelines for Maintaining Intellectual 
Freedom: 

1. Maintain a materials selection policy. 
2. Maintain a clearly defined method of handling 

complaints. 
3. Maintain in-service training. 
4. Maintain lines of communication with civic, 

religious, educational and political bodies of the 
community. 

5. Maintain a vigorous public information program 
on behalf of intellectual freedom. 

6. Maintain familiarity with any local, municipal 
and state legislation pertaining to intellectual 
freedom and First Amendment rights. 

The handbook encourages the development of selec
tion/ acquisition policies and a challenged materials 
policy. It lists steps that may be taken if confronted 
with challenged materials and notes that assistance 
can be provided by the South Carolina Intellectual 
Freedom Committees. The procedures that the 
committees would follow in responding to a chal
lenge are also included. 

The appendix of the handbook contains information 
on such topics as free access to libraries for minors, 
diversity in collection development, library initiated 
programs as a resource, restricted access to library 
materials, access for children and young people to 
videotape and other nonprtnt formats, exhibit spaces 
and bulletin boards, meeting rooms, access to re
sources and seivices in the school libraiy media 
program, and confidentiality of library records. 

The Intellectual Freedom Committees created this 
handbook as a useful tool in the struggle against 
censorship in South Carolina. "Intellectual Free
dom can only be preserved by planning ahead and 
by vigorously opposing challenges to it. We must be 
ready for the censor if we are to effectively combat 
the threat." 

If you would like to obtain a copy of The South 
Carolina Intellectual Freedom Handbook, contact 
JoAnn Olson at the SC State Library, 734-8666. 
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New Professional Literature 
The following books are available on interlibraiy loan from the South 
Carolina State Library. 

Play, Learn and Grow: An Annotated Guide to the Best Books and 
Materials for Very Youn2 Children. James L. Thomas. RR Bowker, 
New Providence, NJ, 1992. 
(Call #: 028.1) 
Provides guidance for the selection of exemplaiy media (print and 
nonprint) for use with or by young children and the professionals who 
serve them. 

Summer Readin~ Clubs: Complete Plans for 50 Theme-Based Library 
Pro~rams, Martha Self Simpson. McFarland & Company, Inc., 
Publishers, Jefferson, NC, 1992. 
(Call #: 027 .625) 
Written specifically for public libraries, this book contains ideas for 
summer reading programs. 

Olson's Book of Library Clip Art, Christine A. Olson. Chris Olson & 
Associates, Arnold, MD, 1992. 
(Call #: 021. 7) 
Contains 200 original, ready-to-use illustrations for all types of 
libraries. 

The Best Years of Their Lives: A Resource Guide for Teena~ers in 
~- Stephanie Zvirin. AJA, Chicago, 1992. 
(Call#: 016.3) 
Selective guide to nonfiction, accompanied by an assortment of related 
fiction and video titles, that can give adolescents, ages 12 to 18, a 
better understanding of what growing up in a rapidly changing world 
is all about. 

Local Area Networki~ for the Small Library: A How-To-Do-It Manual 
for School and Public Librarians, Norman Howden. Neal-Schuman 
Publishers, Inc., New York, 1992. 
(Call #: 021.65) 
Describes the building of a local area network and explores the 
problems of operating one. 

Library Disaster Plan Workbook, John N. DePew. Project Director. 
Florida State University School of Libraiy and Information Studies, 
1988. 
(Call #: 025.84) 
Loose-leaf notebook containing forms to be used in case of disaster. 
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Calendar 
February 

5: USC-CLIS Continuing Edu
cation, "LocalArea Networks: 
Hardware, Software, and 
Management Issues." 

12: Branch Libraiy Workshop, 
"Branch Libraries in the 90's: 
How to Balance Time, Staff, 
Programs, and Funding." 
10:30-3:30. For more info, 
contact J oAnn Olson at 734-
8666. 

20: USC-CLIS Continuing Edu
cation, "Survey Research: 
Developing Questionnaires 
That Get Returned!" 

March 

15: USC-CLIS Continuing Edu
cation, "National Teleconfer
ence - Research Applications 
for School Library Media Pro
grams in the 90's." 

6: SCASL/SCI.A Joint Execu
tive Board Meeting 

10: API.ALibraiy Legislative Day, 
Columbia. Contact Richard 
Band, Lancaster County Li
braiy, for more information. 

12: USC-CLIS Continuing Edu
cation, "Reference Service in 
Today's Libraiy: New Op
portunities for Paraprofes
sionals." 

13: USC-CLISContinuingEdu
cation, "Creating Leaming 
Centers." 

1 7: South Carolina State Ltbraiy 
Board meeting. 12:00, S.C. 
State Libraiy. 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING 

Library or Organization: 

People (personnel changes, officers, etc.): 

Other News: 

Dates to Note: 

Please fill out and mail by the 10th of the month to: 

Angela Cook, Editor, News for S.C. Libraries, S.C. State Library, 
P.O. Box 11469, Columbia, S.C. 29211. Fax 734-8676. 

N ews For So~th c .arolina 
L1brar1es 

1500 Senate St. • P.O. Box 11469 
Columbia, S.C. 29211 

News for South Carolina Libraries is 
published monthly by the South 
Carolina State Library. 

James B. Johnson, Jr. 
Director 

Angela Cook 
Editor 

Publica tion of this document was 
partially funded under the Library 
Services and Construction Act (Public 
Law 101-254, FY 92), administered 
by the South Carolina State Library. 

Articles and other information to be 
Included in the newsletter must be 
submitted by the 10th of each 
month. 
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