
" 
SOlffil CAROLINA 

STATE 
LIBRARY 

1500 Senate St. • Box 11469 
Columbia, S. C. 29211 

803-7 34-8666 

Library Services 

• Library Planning and Development 

• Interlibrary Cooperation 

• Service for State Government 
and State Agencies 

• Consultant Assistance for Public 
and Institutional Libraries 

• Service for the Blind and Handicapped 

• South Carolina Library Network 

• Reference and Information Services 

• Interlibrary Loan Services 

• Audio-Visual Service 

• Grants-in Aid 

• Continuing Education 

• Technical Assistance for Library 
Construction 

• State and Federal Documents 

• Statistical Information 

• Grants Research Collection 

• ERIC Collection 

• Computerized Data Bases 

• Public Information Program 

• Publications 

Inside ... 
The S .C. Literacy 

Hotline is now 
operational. 

page 2 

Two South Carolina 
libraries capture top 

SEI.Aawards. 
page 3 

A new censorship 
exhibit is now 

available on loan. 
page 5 

ISSN, 0146-1842 

S. C. ST"Tf \RP RY 

For South Carolina 
Libraries 

Vol. 24, No. 8 r 1992 August 1992 

ST TE DOCUMENTS 

"Seeds of Change'-' exhibit opens 
at Georgetown County Library 
When Columbus set sail from Spain in 
1492, he speculated that his fastest route 
to the gold and spices of the Orient was 
west by sea. 

After 33 days of sailing, Columbus was 
within sight of land and assumed he was 
approaching Asia. 

He had no idea that the Caribbean island 
before him was the doorstep to two "un
known" continents. Neither Columbus nor 
the island's inhabitants who greeted him 
could have predicted the global conse
quences of the encounter that began that 
day. 

The "Seeds of Change" exhibit, which will 
be on display July 18 - August 15 at the 
Georgetown County Library. commemo
rates the 500th anniversary of Columbus's voyages by focusing on the exchange 
of plants. animals and peoples that resulted. 

The five "seeds," com. potatoes. sugar, horses and disease , form the core of this 
exhibition which tells the story of 500 years of encounter and exchange. 

The Georgetown County Library's display will be the exhibit's only appearance in 
South Carolina. 

In addition to the "Seeds of Change" exhibition, the Georgetown County Library 
has developed supplemental displays highlighting seeds of change that affected 
South Carolina's history. 

The exhibit will be open Monday - Saturday during regular library hours. 

"Seeds of Change" is organized by the American Library Association and the 
Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibition Service. It has been made possible 
by funding from the National Endowment for the Humanities and Beneficial 
Management Corporation. 
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New literacy 
hot line now 
operational 
Help is a phone call away for 
adults who want to learn the 
basic skills of reading, writing, 
and mathematics. 

The South Carolina Literacy 
Hotline went into operation 
June 29, 1992, with the support 
of community leaders who hope 
it will make finding adult educa
tion programs easier for the 
South Carolinians who need 
them. 

With $25,000 from the 
governor's office, the State 
Department of Education and 
the South Carolina Literacy 
Association, the hot line will link 
potential students with 150 
local adult education programs 
across the state. 

The hot line can be reached at 
1-800-277-READ. Volunteers 
will answer hot line calls be
tween 8:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 
daily. An answering service will 
take messages at other hours. 

A 
PALMETTO 

DISCOVERY'92 
Palmetto Discovery '92 is a 
year-long celebration of the 

people, places and things that 
make South Carolina great. 
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American Literature and His
tory collections awarded 
Twenty-two libraries throughout the state have been awarded 60-
volume sets of The Librazy of America. 

In a program developed by The Library of America, funding from 
the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation and the South Carolina Hu
manities Council has helped these libraries acquire The Librazy 
of America series. 

Each eligible library that raised $350 in its community could 
apply for grants totaling $850, $500 from the Mellon Foundation 
and $350 from the Humanities Council. These grants were used 
to purchase the 60-volume set. In order to qualify for the pro
gram, libraries had to be open a minimum of 20 hours per week 
and have an annual book budget of less than $35,000. 

'The purpose of the program is to help libraries develop compre
hensive collections of American literature and history for the 
patrons and students in their communities," said Carol Brtssie, 
The Library of America Grant Program director. 

The South Carolina libraries that were awarded the collection are: 

• Abbeville County Library 
• Aiken County Library 
• Chesnee Branch of the Spartanburg County Library 
• Chester County Free Public Library 
• Clinton Public Library Branch of the Laurens County Library 
• Northway Plaza Branch of the Richland County Public Library 
• Pickens County Library 
• Eastover Branch of the Richland County Public Library 
• Inman Branch of the Spartanburg County Library 
• Iva Branch of the Anderson County Library 
• Kershaw Memorial Branch of the Lancaster County Library 
• Laurens County Library 
• McClellanville Branch Library of the Charleston County Library 
• Newberry-Saluda Regional Library 
• Orangeburg County Library 
• Saluda County Library 
• Edgar Allan Poe Branch Library of the Charleston County 

Library 
• Market Place Branch of the Sumter County Library 
• Sumter County Library 
• Colleton County Memorial Library 
• Whitmire Memorial Library Branch of the Newberry-Saluda 

Regional Library 
• Lander Memorial Library Branch of the Anderson County 

Library 
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South Carolina libraries capture top SELA awards 
The Richland County Public Library and the 
Greenville County Library won three out of six 
First Place Awards in the 1991 Southeastern 
Library Association Public Relations Competition. 

The Richland County Public Library won First 
Place Awards in two categories: Annual Report 
and Calendar of Events. The Greenville County 
Library won First Place in the Bookmark category. 

The Richland County Public Library's Annual 
Report for 1991, which is distributed to the 
Friends of RCPL, Richland County officials, and is 
available at all RCPL service points, describes the 
year in the life of the Richland County Public 
Library. 

The RCPL Calendar of Events publicizes library 
events and activities of the Friends of the Rich
land County Public Library. In addition, the 
Calendar is also included in the Friendly Forum 
newsletter, a library publication funded by the 
Friends of RCPL. 

The Greenville County Library's winning entry 
was a bookmark distributed on July 5, 1991, at 
the Rally for America's Libraries. The bookmark 
features a multi-colored clown holding balloons 
and welcoming rally participants. 

The rally was attended by more than 200 partici
pants and was held in conjunction with a sched
uled stop by a caravan of library supporters who 
were celebrating America's libraries. The caravan 
traveled from Atlanta, Ga., to Washington, D.C. to 
bring national attention to libraries. 

The SELA awards were announced at the joint 
Southeastern Library Association/Louisiana 
Library Association meeting held in New Orleans, 
Louisiana, March 18-21, 1992. 

Judges used six criteria areas for the competition: 
originality, effective communication, graphics, 
general appearance/initial impact, print, and 
photography. Twenty-one libraries from through
out the Southeast entered the contest. 

Dial Access available at the 
Greenville County Library 

Banned Books Week 
theme announced 

The Greenville County Library 
has made available access to 
the library's computerized 
catalog through telephone lines 
connected to home or office 
computers. 

Through Dial Access, the 
resources of the Greenville 
County Library are more 
accessible to library users. 
This represents "the achieve
ment of a long range goal of the 
automation project," said Joan 
Sorenson, interim director. 
"Dial Access has been a goal 
since the planning stages of 
the l 970's." The telephone 
number for Dial Access is 
(803)242-9303. 

The new Dial Access brochure, 
which is available at any 
Greenville County Library 
location, provides the basic 
information about equipment 
and telecommunications 
software packages appropriate 
for access to the new service. 

Information concerning the 
Greenville County Library 
locations and hours of opera
tion is also available through 
Dial Access. 

For further help with Dial 
Access, users may call 242-
5000 and then dial 1 for the 
Reference Department during 
regular hours. 

"Censorship: Old Sins in New 
Worlds" is the theme of Banned 
Books Week 1992, September 
26 - October 3 . 

Now in its eleventh year, 
Banned Books Week commemo
rates the freedom to read and 
the First Amendment, which 
specifies that "Congress shall 
make no law abridging the 
freedom of speech, or of the 
press." 

The Banned Books Week kit. 
which includes a resource 
guide, four posters and 100 
bookmarks, is available for $20 
prepaid from ALA Graphics, 50 
E. Huron St .. Chicago, IL 
60611. 
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News from around the state 
Janet Azelkas, formerly infor
mation services librarian, is now 
the branch manager of the St. 
Andrews Branch of the Richland 
County Public Library. 
Wilhelmina Cooper is the new 
information services librarian at 
RCPL. 

Claude W. Blakely, chairman of 
the board of Greenville County 
Library. has been elected a 
national representative to the 
White House Conference on 
Library and Information Ser
vices. Blakely, who will serve as 
a regional representative on a 
task force steering committee, 
was a delegate to the conference 
last July. Blakely also was the 
recipient of the ALTA/Gale 
Outstanding Trustee Conference 
Grant for 1992. He received 
$750 to attend the ALA Annual 
Conference in June, 1992. 

The Friends of the Bolling 
Springs Branch of the Spar
tanburg County Library re
ceived a $300 donation from the 
Hendrix Elementary Student 
Council, which ran a "Bucks for 
Books" campaign to raise funds 
for the new branch building. 

Due to reorganization efforts at 
Clemson University's Cooper 
Library, Deana Astle and 
Deborah Babel now hold assis
tant director postitions. Babel 
also assumed the duties of 
department head of the Librar
ies' faculty on July 1. 

Melissa Creighton. catalog 
librarian at RCPL, was recently 
awarded the Herbert Goldhor 
Award for Public Librarianship. 
Established in 1992 by the 
Friends of the Urbana, Illinois, 
Free Public Library, the award 
recognizes the graduate of the 
University of Illinois Graduate 
School of Library and Informa
tion Science who has shown 
excellence in scholarship and a 
strong interest in the field of 
public librarianship. 

Merle Govan is the new 
children's assistant at the 
Calhoun County Library. 

The Friends of the Greenwood 
County Library held their 
annual membership meeting on 
May 28, 1992. The following 
people were elected to serve as 
officers and members of the 

board of the Friends group: 
officers: Cate Townsend, 
president: Flora Hobson, vice
president / president elect; 
Coyann Gray. secretary; 
Tommy O'Dell, treasurer; 
Susan Welch, past president; 
board members: Dot Wise, 
Greenwood: George Rush, Ware 
Shoals: Marsha DuPre, Ninety 
Six; Kevin Crain. at large. 

Ernest H. (Chip) Stanley, Jr., 
of Columbia was elected chair
man of the South Carolina State 
Library Board, and Willie M. 
Saleeby of Hartsville was 
elected vice-chair at the State 
Library Board meeting on June 
3, 1992. 

The Union County Carnegie 
Library, along with the local 
Clemson Extension Service, 
Wallace Thomson Hospital and 
the Recreation Department, is 
sponsoring a competent kids 
program. Each week children 
involved in the program attend a 
different session on such topics 
as after-school snacks that can 
be prepared without the use of a 
stove, home-alone safety and 
pool and playground safety. 

Summer reading activities around the state 
The Read, Explore And Discover Summer Reading 
program is now in full swing. The following are a 
few highlights of the various activities libraries 
have sponsored in conjunction with the summer 
reading program. 

Jack Roper, weather forecaster at WSPA-1V in 
Spartanburg, entertained more than 100 children 
with a magic show at the Chesnee Branch of the 
Spartanburg County Library. 

The Grand Strand Branch of the Horry County 
Library welcomed professional storyteller Mary 

Lloyd Dugan to the library for a special 
storytelling program on July 8, 1992. 

The Marlboro County Library sponsored a week 
of stories and films on Afro-American folklore. 

The Union County Carnegie Library sponsored a 
"Quilt Day" for its summer reading program 
participants. Each child was asked to bring a 
small quilt square to the library to be used in 
making a "library quilt." Local quilter Melissa 
Bailes was on hand to tell children about the 
history of quilting in America. 
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Reading is a Right! 
This new 17" x 22" Children's Book Council poster by Felicia Bond, urges 
children to celebrate their freedom to read. The poster is $4 .95 (prepaid 
only), and can be featured during Banned Books Week celebrations 
September 26 - October 3 , 1992. The poster is an effective reminder any 
time of the year of the importance of the First Amendment. For further 
information send a self-addressed, stamped #10 envelope with a request for 
"Materials Brochure" to: Children's Book Council, 568 Broadway, Suite 
404, New York, NY 10012. 
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Censorship 
exhibit now 
available 
The Long Island Coalition 
Against Censorship has devel
oped an exhibit, Censorship in 
Schools and Libraries. which is 
currently being loaned on a 
monthly basis to public and 
college libraries throughout the 
country. 

The exhibit presents 24 graphic 
illustrations with accompanying 
text highlighting incidents of 
censorship that occurred in the 
United States during the last 
century. 

Also included are descriptions of 
the censorship of Adventures of 
Hucklebeny Finn. The Catcher 
in the Rye. Ms. Magazine, The 
American Heritage Dictionary. 
and the novels of Judy Blume. 

Copies which are the same size 
and quality as the mounted 
exhibit are available and may be 
displayed on poster board and 
retained as a reference source. 
The cost is $30 including mail
ing charges. 

The mounted exhibit is booked 
for each month in 1992 but 
requests are being accepted for 
1993. 

For more information. contact 
Donald Parker. Co-coordinator, 
Long Island Coalition Against 
Censorship, P.O. Box 296, Port 
Washington. N.Y. 11050; phone: 
516-944-9799. 
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"Imagine a country where reading is a popular pastime" 
By Richard Band, Director, Lancaster County Library 

Alice Walker is in. Alexander Pope is out. John 
Updike is in. Henry Fielding is out. As the 
debate rages about what books should be as
signed for students to read, the lines have been 
drawn. 

The consetvatives exalt the old canon - Homer, 
Plato. Virgil, Milton, Shakespeare. Tolstoy -
writers who have long symbolized the best of 
western literary tradition. The radicals insist 
these writers represent the values of dead, privi
leged white men at the expense of women, blacks, 
native Americans, the working class. Why not 
scrap the ancient mariners and let kids connect 
with books that are written by people like them
selves about people like themselves? 

Into the midst of the fray comes a cool voice of 
sanity. Katha Pollitt, writing in the "Nation," 
takes a look at the whole question from another 
angle. In her article, "Canon to the Right of Me" 
(Sept. 23, 1991), Pollitt argues that what people 
read is not so important as getting them to read 
in the first place. 

I will quote part of her argument here, from a 
reprint mailed to "Nation" subscribers: 

"Something is being overlooked: the state of 
reading, and books, and literature in our country 
at this time. Why, ask yourself, is everyone so 
hot under the collar about what to put on the 
required reading shell? Is it because while we 
have been arguing so fiercely about which books 
make the best medicine, the patient has been 
slipping deeper and deeper into a coma? 

"Let us imagine a country in which reading is a 
popular voluntary activity. There, parents read 
books for their own edification and pleasure, and 
are seen by their children at this silent and 
mysterious pastime. These parents also read to 
their children, give them books and underwrite. 
with their taxes. a public library system that is 
open all day. every day. 

In school - where an attractive library is invari
ably to be found - the children study certain 

Reprinted from: The Lancaster News, June 19, 1992. 

books together but also have an active reading life 
of their own. Years later it may even be hard for 
them to remember if they read Jane Eyre at home 
and Judy Blume in class, or the other way 
around. 

In college young people continue to be assigned 
certain books, but far more important are the 
books they discover for themselves - browsing in 
the library, in bookstores. on the shelves of 
friends, one book leading to another, back and 
forth in history and across languages and cul
tures. 

"After graduation they continue to read, and in 
the fullness of time produce a new generation of 
readers. Oh happy land! I wish we all lived there. 

"In that other country of real readers - voluntary, 
active, self-determined readers - a debate like the 
current one over the canon would not be taking 
place. Or if it did, it would be as a kind of parlor 
game: What books would you take to a desert 
island? Everyone would know that the top-ten 
list was merely a tiny fraction of the books one 
would read in a lifetime." 

I agree with Pollitt that the reading debate is 
wrongheaded, but I'm not so sure the state of 
reading has declined so badly. 

Public libraries continue to circulate more books 
than ever before. Bookstores are thriving. This 
comes despite dire predictions that videos, book 
cassettes and new electronic marvels would make 
books obsolete . Most of the books borrowed and 
bought are not on any required reading list. 
either. 

Recently a customer came to the check-out desk 
with an armful of popular paperbacks to take to 
the beach. Almost apologetically she said, "Not 
exactly heavy reading here." No apologies neces
sary. Libraries are for readers, and whether your 
tastes run to Shakespeare or Toni Morrison, 
George Eliot or Louis L'Amour, the response from 
the library staff will be the same smile and "thank 
you." 
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New Professional Literature 
The following books are available on interlibrary loan from the 
South Carolina State Library: 

Smith, Daniel R The Characteristics, Use, and Trainine; of Ref er
ence Nonprofessionals in Selected Southeastern Urban Public 
Libraries, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 1991. 
(Call #: 023.3) 
This Occasional Paper focuses on the use of nonprofessionals in 
reference service, their job status. training, and personal and 
educational characteristics. 

Harris, Sally. Openine; Our Doors. Norman fOKl Public Libraty 
Children's Services, 1990. 
(Call #: 027 .625) 
One library's program for reaching preschool children using learn
ing kits. 

Rosenberg, Kenyon C. A Basic Classical and Operatic Recordin~s 
Collection on Compact Discs for Libraries: A Buyin~ Guide. Scare
crow Press, Inc .. 1990. 
(Call #: 780) 
Suggestions for developing a basic compact disc collection of 
classical and operatic recordings. 

Katz. Bill. The Reference Libraty User: Problems and Solutions. 
Haworth Press. NY. 1990. 
(Call #: 025.52) 
Helps a reference librarian determine the audience and how to 
provide the best service. 

Notice 

If you are not affiliated with a South Carolina library or are not a 
current public library trustee, but wish to continue to receive this 
publication. please return the fom1 below by October 1, 1992. If a 
form is not received. your name will be dropped from our mailing list. 

0 Yes. I would like to continue receiving News for South Carolina 
Libraries. 

NAME ------------------------

ADDRESS 

t-------------- PHONE __ _ 

Return to Angela Cook, News for South Carolina Libraries. S. C. State 
Library, P.O. Box 11469, Columbia, S.C. 29211. 
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Calendar 
AUGUST 

7: SCLA Executive Board 
Meeting. 10:30 a.m .. Northeast 
Branch of the Richland County 
Public Library. 7 490 Parklane 
Road. 

SEPTEMBER 

16: State Library Board 
Meeting, 12:00, State 
Library. 

23-25: "Info 2000 - Learning 
Resources for the Future," 
North Carolina Community 
College Leaming Resources 
Association. 19th Annual 
Conference, Sheraton 
Hotel, Greensboro, N.C. 
For more information. 
contact Catherine Carter, 
Martin Community Col
lege, (919)792-1521, ext. 
280. 

September 26 - October 3: 
Banned Books Week. 
Theme: "Censorship: Old 
Sins in New Worlds." 

OCTOBER 

3-6: Southern Chapter of MLA 
annual meeting, Embassy 
Suites Hotel, Columbia. 
For more information, 
contact Tom Lange, School 
of Medicine Library. use. 
(803)733-3344. 

21: SCLA Executive Board 
Meeting, 10:30 a.m .. 
Sheraton Hotel, Columbia. 

21-23: SCLA 66th Annual 
Convention. Sheraton 
Hotel. Columbia. 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING 

Library or Organization: 

People (personnel changes, officers, etc.): 

Other News: 

Dates to Note: 

Please fill out and mail by the 10th of the month to: 

Angela Cook, Editor, News for S.C. Libraries, S.C. State Library, 
P.O. Box 11469, Columbia, S.C. 29211. Fax 734-8676. 
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