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ORANGEBURG COUNTY LIBRARY 

The Orangeburg County Library held its Grand Opening on 
Sunday, May 6, 1990. The original 6,713 square foot building 
was renovated and a new 15,000 square foot building has been 
added. In February, over 70 volunteers moved approximately 
65,000 hardback books into the new area over a period of only 
2 1/2 days. Those involved really enjoyed participating. 

The architect was W. Daniel Shelley of James, DuRant, 
Matthews, and Shelley, Inc. of Sumter, S.C., and the contractor 
was S & C Construction Company of St. Matthews, S.C. 
Custom millwork and cabinetry was done by Dixie Woodcraft, 
Orangeburg, S.C. 



Let's Talk About It 

Since the beginning of Let's Talk About It in 
South Carolina, interest in developing a "state" 
theme has been expressed by scholars, librarians, 
and audience participants. This interest has been 
translated into actual dollars provided by the 
Association of Public Library Administrators, the 
South Carolina Humanities Council, and Library 
Services and Construction Act funding from the 
State Library. Activities funded to date have been 
an honorarium for the scholar's research and 
writing, purchase of paperback copies of the books 
to be used by participants, and funding for a.!&1:§ 
Talk About It panel to be held in conjunction with 
the South Carolina Library Association Conven
tion. (This panel will consist of three authors -
Josephine Humphreys, Charles Joyner, and Carol 
Bleser - and two scholars, Dr. William Steirer of 
Clemson and Dr. David Cowart of USC. Panel 
members will discuss how the individual books fit 
into the overall series theme, "'Remember Every
thing': The Importance of Heritage in South Caro
lina Literature".) 

APIA contracted with Dr. Suzanne Edwards, 
Associate Professor of English, The Citadel, Char
leston, South Carolina, to develop a Let's Talk 
About It theme using South Carolina authors. Dr. 
Edwards has been involved with Let's Talk About 
It in South Carolina since 1987 and has made 
presentations on several different books in two of 
the series. She is a most popular lecturer for~ 
Talk About It programs, and she sezved on a~ 
TalkAbout It panel at the 1988 Carolina Connec
tions Literary Festival in Charleston, South Caro
lina. She is a scholar-advisor to the Let's Talk 
About It Steering Committee. 

Dr. Edwards's essay on "'Remember Every
thing': The Importance of Heritage in South Caro
lina Literature" states in part: 

InJosephineHumphrey'sRichinLoye.Lucille 
Odom, the young narrator. recalls her 
mother's emphasis on "the importance of 
memory." "(C)lear, pure memory doesn't 
hurt at all," Lucille is told. "(W]hat hurts is 
forgetting." Having been cautioned to 
"Remember everything," Lucille practices 
memory-building exercises and demonstrates 
their effectiveness by weaving into her per
sonal narrative odd bits of Charleston folk
lore and history, as well as family reminis
cences. 
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Like Lucille, writers in the humanities -
novelists. Journalists. historians, diarists - fre
quently search the past for clues to interpreting 
the present. Even when our memories are not 
pleasant, we look to them to help us make sense 
of our lives: to explain who we are and why we 
behave and feel as we· do. Southern writers, in 
particular, seem to favor the retrospective. Our 
reverence for the past, our confidence that it holds 
a message for us, has led to attempts to presezve 
it in written records. From the family memories 
captured in novels such asJosephine Humphreys's 
Rich In Love and Pat Conroy's The Great Santini, 
as well as in non-fiction such as Ben Robertson's 
"upcountry memory" of early twentieth-century 
farm life, Red Hills and Cotton. from the realities 
of lowcountry slave experiences recreated in his
torical Charles Joyner's Down by the Riverside to 
the Secret and Sacred diaries of former state gov
ernor, James Henry Hammond, South Carolina 
authors explore our heritage. They would under
stand James Baldwin's advice, "Take no one's 
word for anything, including mine - but trust 
your experience. Know whence you came. If you 
know whence you came, there is really no limit to 
where you can go" (The Fire Next Time. 1963). 

The readings for ""Remember Everything': 
The Importance of Heritage in South Carolina 
Literature" are: 

Bleser, Carol. Secret and Sacred: The Diaries of 
James Herny Hammond, a Southern Slaveholder. 
New York: Oxford University Press, 1988. 

The private diaries of James Henry Ham
mond (1807-1864). a prominent South 
Carolina planter and politician, edited by 
Clemson University history professor, Carol 
Bleser. As a wealthy landowner and 
slaveholder as well as an influential public 
figure who served as a South Carolina gov
ernor, Congressman, and United States 
Senator, Hammond provides a unique per
spective on nineteenth-century people and 
events. 

Conroy. Pat. The Great Santini. New York: 
Bantam Books, 1976. 

A novel by the best-selling author of The 
Lords of Discipline and The Prince of Tides. 
Set largely in the South Carolina Lowcoun
try. The Great Santini records the efforts of 
young Ben Meecham to earn the respect and 
fulfill the expectations of his strict, uncom
promising father - fighter pilot and Marine 
Colonel, Bull Meecham. 



Humphreys. Josephine. Rich In Love. New York: 
Penguin Books, 1987. 

The second novel of an important contempo
rary author, whose first book. Dreams of 
file.el2 (1984). won the PEN/Hemingway 
Award for a first work of fiction. Set in 
Charleston, Rich In Love explores the 
struggles of seventeen-year-old Lucille Odom 
to come to terms with her mother's "be
trayal" of her family. an event that threatens 
Lucille's sense of security and her comfort
able middle-class values. 

Joyner. Charles. Down by the Riverside: A South 
Carolina Slave Community. Urbana: University 
of Illinois Press. 1984. 

Drawing from slave narratives and folk lit
erature, in addition to church, government, 
and legal documents, Joyner attempts "to 
recreate the emotional texture of slave life" 
and trace "the process of social change" in 
one slave community-All Saints Parish in 
Georgetown, South Carolina. 

Robertson, Ben. Red Hills and Cotton: An Up
countiy Memozy. Columbia: University of South 
Carolina Press. 1942. 

The reflections of celebrated journalist and 
World War II correspondent, Ben Robertson, 
whose traditional upbringing in a large farm
ing family, reveals the lifestyle of the Caro
lina Hill Gentry in the first half of the twen
tieth century. 

Once the theme was established, every effort 
was made to select books that would indicate the 
richness and diversity of South Carolina litera
ture: books by men and women, books set in vari
ous parts of the state, books of several genres 
(fiction, history, diaries), and books about differ
ent peoples and time periods (comfortable twenti
eth-century farming families and middle-class 
military families, wealthy antebellum planters 
and struggling slaves). Rather than selecting the 
most popular books or authors, works were cho
sen that South Carolinians might not be so famil
iar with, works with substance that would chal
lenge readers to rethink their own heritage." 

This theme format will follow those devel
oped by the American Library Association. Toe 
five selections will be introduced in a brochure de
scribing the theme itself and how the readings 
relate to the overall series. There will be a bibliog
raphy of additional readings included in the bro
chure. 

White House Conference on 
Library and Information 

Services 

In addition to the October 30 statewide tele
conference on library seivices in South Caro
lina, fourteen other White House Conference
related activities are being planned by local li
braries throughout South Carolina. 

The Greenville County Library kicked off local 
level activities in the state on May 28. James 
J. Michael, Vice-President of Data Research 
Associates, was the keynote speaker on the 
program. Also appearing to address the White 
House Conference themes were Steven Brandt 
of the Greenville Literacy Association, Currie 
Spivey of the Greenville Chamber of Com
merce, and Lt. Governor Nick Theodore, a 
Greenville native. 

Other libraries sponsoring activities include: 

Abbeville-Greenwood Regional Library (in con
j unction with Lander College, Piedmont Tech
nical College, and McCormick County Li
brary); Anderson County Library; Beaufort 
County Library; Calhoun County Library; Col
lege of Charleston Library (in conjunction 
with other academic libraries in Charleston); 
Florence County Library; Horry County Li
brary; Richland County Public Library (in 
conjunction with Lexington County Library, 
Fairfield County Library. and Kershaw County 
Library); S.C. Department of Mental Health 
Libraries (Columbia area); South Carolina 
State College Library; Orangeburg County 
Library (in conjunction with Orangeburg
Calhoun Technical College); and York County 
Library. 

The Planning Process One Year Later 
by William Langston, Director 

One year ago the Darlington County Library 
completed work on a long range plan in coopera
tion with the S.C. State Library and the College of 
Library and Information Science, University of 
South Carolina. In addition to providing the 
Darlington system with a long range plan. the 
purpose of the project was to test a planning 
procedure in a public library and suggest a model 

-3-



for planning procedures which might be useful in 
other public library systems in South Carolina. 
The procedure tested was the Plannin2 & Role 
Settin2 for Public Libraries model. An LSCA Proj
ect III-D grant administered by the State Library 
provided funding for the project. 

Council on June 5, 1989. Dr. Curran presented 
an executive summary to the members of County 
Council on that date. The key components of the 
presentation were: 

1) Needs assessment for new Hartsville library 
facility 
Needs assessment for automation 
Staff development 
Public relations plan 

Individuals from the three agencies cooper- 2) 
ating in the project seived as planning team 3) 
members and participated in weekly meetings. 4) 
Representatives from the Library System were Bill 
Langston, Director: Denise Taylor James, Assis
tant Director: and Virginia Warr, Branch Libraries 
Coordinator. Libby Law, Darlington's field repre
sentative, was the State Library's participant. Dr. 
Charles Curran was Project Director and repre
sented the College of Library and Information Sci
ence along with graduate assistants, Kevin Deese 
and Lisa Kling. 

During the past year the library has taken 
the initial steps towards achieving these goals. A 
building program for a new Hartsville Library has 
been prepared and several potential sites have 
been evaluated and appraised with a final recom
mendation to be presented to council by the end of 
the fiscal year. The library will utilize SOLINET's 
Cat CD 450 to complete an in-house retrospective 
conversion in preparation for future automating. 
In cooperation with the county, the library is par
ticipating in a personnel study conducted by 
Archer Consulting of Rock Hill to develop a new 
pay plan and performance evaluation system. 
Finally, thelibrarytargetedfourmajornewsevents 
which centered around activities and programs 
which grew out of the goals established by the long 
range plan. 

The team used the general outline of proce
dures recommended in the "Planning Model" from 
ALA's Plannin2 & Role Settin2 Manual. The plan
ning team spent its first meeting on August 30, 
1988, discussing the purposes of the project and 
identifying community members who might be 
involved in planning efforts. 

During the second phase, the planning team 
conducted a community analysis which provided 
information on specific demographics, socio-eco
nomic conditions and educational seivices. By 
late September the planning team involved the full 
library staff in project activities and began the 
process of developing a mission and roles state
ment. Various role statements were ranked by 
both the library staff and board in order to focus 
emphasis on service priorities. 

In early November the planning team se
lected actMties such as the Materials Availability 
Suivey to examine levels of library performance 
and to provide linkage with planning objectives. 
At this stage the planning team began the task of 
formulating goals and objectives which fit the 
chosen roles. From this listing of goals and 
objectives an action plan was drawn and a time
table for writing the planning document was de
veloped. Team members were assigned appropri
ate areas of the document for completion. During 
late February 1989 the document was compiled 
and edited and presented to the Board of Trustees 
on March 16. 

Following the library board's review and 
approval the team discussed the packaging and 
presentation of the final document to County 

Although some circumstances have changed 
since the planning process began and some obj ec
tives and activities have been modified to reflect 
those changes, the staff finds that one year later 
the basic plan is sound. They indicate that they 
ref er to the planning document on a regular basis 
for a sense of general direction and for implement
ing new policies and programs. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

AIKEN COUNTY. The Historic Aiken Foundation 
recently awarded bronze plaques to the new Aiken 
County Library and to an area restaurant for re
storing old structures to their original designs. 
The recently renovated library is in the old Aiken 
Institute. The restaurant, No. 10 Downing Street, 
is located in the second oldest home in Aiken. 

DARLINGTON COUNTY. A dedication ceremony 
was held recently as a South Carolina historical 
marker was erected at the old library in Society 
Hill. The library society was first incorporated in 
1823 and the building was erected in 1826, then 
located on Main Street. In 1932, it was moved to 
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its present location on land belonging to St. 
David's.Academy. The building became a branch 
of the Darlington County Library system in 
1971. 

LAURENS COUNTY. The new Laurens County 
Library setved as host for the eighth annual 
miniature doll house show in May. The library 
featured a book display illustrating the many 
ways people can enjoy this hobby featuring mini
atures. 

OCONEE COUNTY. The Community First Bank 
of Walhalla donated space in their main vault to 
the Oconee County Library for the storage of its 
set of magnetic tapes. The tapes contain the 
library's machine readable database, and are 
the result of its retrospective conversion project. 
Over 70,000 catalog cards were hand keyed into 
a computer system to produce the magnetic 
tapes, at a cost of about $40,000. Once the 
library's automated system is in place, the data 
from these tapes will be loaded into it to create 
the online catalog and circulation systems. In 
the meantime, the tapes must be kept in a secure 
location, to prevent loss by theft or damage from 
their environment. The Oconee County Library 
is grateful to · the Community First Bank for 
providing such a location. 

YORK COUNTY The York County Library intro
duced its new Senior Citizens Resource Direc
tory at a fair for older persons held in May -
"Senior Citizens Month." The directory lists area 
agencies, clubs, and organizations whose seIV
ices target people aged 55 and older. Many 
groups listed in the directory had booths at the 
fair. The directory was created with the aid of a 
Library Services and Construction Act grant 
administered by the S.C. State Library. 

S.C. Librarians 

JANE JONES has been appointed extension 
librarian for the Beaufort County Library system. 
MS. JONES holds the master's degree in library 
and information science from USC College of 
Library and Information Science. 

MICHAEL PHILLIPS has been appointed refer
ence librarian at the College of Charleston's 
Robert Scott Small Library. 

TOM SUTHERLAND, librarian at the Westing
house Savannah River Company Technical Li-
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brary, presented "MacBackup, an Alternative 
Online Catalog" at the 81st annual Special·Li
braries Association conference in Pittsburgh, 
PA, in June. 

Sympathy 

To the family of Mr. Andrew Mack who died on 
April 7, 1990. His daughter, Luetta Hayes, is the 
children's librarian at the Harvin Clarendon 
County Library. 

To the family of Hoy Davis Lee who died on May 
29, 1990. Mr.Lee'sson,DanLee,isthereference 
librarian/ cataloger at Lander College's Jackson 
Library. 

To the family of Elizabeth Charles Welborn who 
died May 28, 1990. Ms. Welborn had setved as 
Lander College librarian for many years before 
retiring. 

Children's Services 

"Youth Services: Managing to Make a 
Difference" was the topic of a two day regional 
workshop sponsored by three divisions of the 
American Library Association-ALSC, LAMA 
and YASD-in Fayetteville, NC, in March of this 
year. The workshop considered both children•s 
and young adult services in public libraries and 
recognized that youth librarians are managers 
who manage people and resources in planning 
for services to a large and important segment of 
the population. 

Three staff members from South Caro
lina attended the workshop. Catherine Christ
mann, Charleston County Library; Wayne Mar
tin, Lexington County Library; and Melinda 
Brown, Sumter County Library, will be sharing 
information about the issues discussed in fu
ture newsletters. They comment: "The general 
feeling of those attending the workshop was that 
young adult services is a neglected area of li
brary programming. In the last decade young 
adults have become more mobile and independ
ent and the library is forced to compete with vid
eos, arcades, and computer games. We as 
librarians should attempt now more than ever to 
provide quality library services for this age 
group." The three librarians shared "The ABCs 



of PR For Youth Services· from one of the 
sessions. Here are a few samples from the 
alphabet: 

•A" -Always remember: youth services 
are made for library PR 

·B" - Be vigilant for promotional opportuni
ties. such as free billboard space. 

•c" - Children are your best PR They are 
also photogenic. 

•r - Fight stereotypes of libraries and li
brarians as dull, quiet, old-fashioned 
by planning innovative, media-worthy 
programs. 

-WXVZ" -The best PR ts good service. Offer 
quality programs and collections: 
then let the world know what you have 
to offer . 

.... .Around the State 

Children are •hurry, hurry, hurrytng· to 
the libraries around the state to participate in 
the Summer Reading Program. Reports are that 
children are enthusiastically reading and enjoy
ing programs planned by creative librarians! 

Three area women's clubs in Aiken regis
tered more than 400 elementaiy students in 
twelve county schools for public library cards. 
With funds from the Progress Foundation of the 
General Federation ofWomen's Clubs in South 
Carolina. they also awarded two $50 gifts to the 
two schools who tied for registering the most 
children. "Tots ts an excellent way to insure a 
new generation of readers," said Frances Pea
gler, director of the Aiken County Llbraiy. 

The Chester County Llbraiy had a con
test to find the •aest Excuse for an Overdue 
Library Book". Entries were humorous and 
creative. An eleven-year-old boy won first place 
among 45 entries. 

The Chapin Memorial Library in Myrtle 
Beach has a special display this summer which 
is generating just the kind of excitement the li
braty hoped to have during the Summer Read
ing Program. The Haivey Circus is a complete 
model to scale of a circus, created as a hobby by 
Haivey Cooper who lives in Myrtle Beach and is 
a retired teacher. He knows what children enjoy. 
"It's wonderful, .. says Bobbi Bernstein, children's 
librarian. 

South Carolina will celebrate "Young 
Readers Day" on November 14, 1990. So success-
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ful was the observance last year that school and 
public librarians recommended that we plan a 
second celebration of reading. "Ready, Set, 
Read: Wonder Through the Pages" ts the theme, 
combining the slogan from 1989 with the na
tional theme for Children's Book Week 1990. A 
committee from the State Library, State Depart
ment of Education, S. C. Reading Council, S. C. 
Association of School Librarians, and the S. C. 
Llbraiy Association will plan details of the event. 

Institutional Services 
News 

Joanne Gokey, media specialist at John 
de la Howe School, reports that for the 
first time. media center staff has invited 
someone from outside the school to pro
vide a program for the students. The 
Reverend Thomas Hudson, vicar of Trin
ity Episcopal Church in Abbeville, pre
sented a program on Scottish literature, 
music, and travel in the media center. 
Dressed in McDonald attire, he presented 
a lively. interesting program. 

A veiy successful "Afternoon of the Stars", 
a variation on the American Library 
Association's program, was also held with 
local people reading from favorite books. 

Trustees and Friends 

The Friends of the Haivtn Clarendon County 
Llbraiy raised more than $2,000 by sponsoring 
"The Taste of Clarendon." More than 150 indi
viduals and restaurants prepared dishes. 

The Lancaster County Llbraiy reports that 
Elizabeth ("Lib") Wilson has retired from the 
board. Appointed in August of 1960, Ms. Wilson 
provided strong leadership in planning for the 
new headquarters building completed in 1970 
and in expanding the libraiy's programs. She 
backed efforts to gain better state and local 
funding. Her tenure gave enthusiasm to the 
board, motivation to the staff, and better libraiy 
service to the public. 



!Ml Librarian's Bookshelf 

027.65 American Library Association. 
"Latchkey Children in the Public 
Library." 

027.02517 Scholtz, James C. Developin2 
.and Maintaini~ Video Collections in 
Libraries 

Statistical Abstract of the United States, 
.ll!9Q. Government Printing Office, Wash
ington, D.C. 1990. $28 each prepaid for 
the paperback edition (GPO Stock No. 
003-024-07095-2) or $34 for clothbound 
(GPO Stock No. 003-024-07096-1) from 
the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. 
Government Printing Office, Washing
ton, D.C. 20402. Holders of a Master
card, VISA, or GPO account number may 
phone in orders to (202) 783-3238; to 
order or make inquiries by FAX, call (202) 
275-0019. A free pocket-size insert, "USC 
Statistics in Brief," is included in each 
copy. 

Two new publications with news and infor
mation for bookmobile and outreach 
programs: On the Road: Mobile Ideas for 
Libraries. Provides practical advice and in
novative techniques. Order from: Library 
Outreach Reporter /On The Road, Subscrip
tion Department, 1671 East 16th Street, 
Suite 226, Brooklyn, NY 11229 Phone: 
(718) 645-2396. $12 annually, U.S. Orders 
must be prepaid or forwarded with a library 
purchase order. 

Also: Library Outreach Reporter. Order 
from same address as above. $18 annually, 
U.S. 
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Calendar 

July 18, 1990 
South Carolina State Library Board meet
ing. Noon. S.C. State Library. 

July 28, 1990 
South Carolina Library Association Execu
tive Board meeting. S.C. State Library. 
Contact: Joe Boykin. 

August 9-11, 1990 
Association of Public Library Administra
tors meeting. Hilton Head. Contact Betsy 
Ristroph. 

September 
LIBRARY CARD SIGN-UP MONfH. Con
tact: ALA Public Information Office. 

Publication of this document was partially funded 
under the Library Services and Construction Act 
(Public Law 98-480, FY 90), administered by the 
South Carolina State Library. 

News for South Carolina Libraries is published monthly by 
the South Carolina State Library, James B. Johnson, Direc
tor; Alice I. Nolte, Editor. 

6/28/90--2100 
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American Library Association 
Annual Conference - Chicago, Illinois 1990 

Best of Show Contest 

Best of Show 

Summer Reading 

This Award Is Presented To The 

South Carolina State Library 
Columbia, South Carolina 

In Recognition of Outstanding Efforts In The Area of Library Public Relations. 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING 

Library or Organization: 

People (personnel changes, officers, etc.): 

Other News: 

Dates to Note: 

Please fill out and mail by the 18th of the month to: 

Allee I. Nolte, Editor, News for S.C. Libraries 
State Library, P.O. Box 11469, Columbia, S.C. 29211. Fax 
number ls 734-8676. 
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