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Miss Betty E_ Callaham, Director, and Mr_ George Seago, Jr_, Chair
man, s_c_ State Library Board, congratulate Mr.James B . Johnson.Jr. 
(center) 

James B. Johnson, Jr., has been appointed Director of the South 
Carolina State Library effective June 2 according to George H. Seago, Jr., 
Chairman of the State Library Board. 

Presently serving as Deputy Director for Library Development, Mr. 
Johnson succeeds Betty E. Callaham who will retire June 1. Miss Callaham 
has headed the agency since 1979. 

Mr. Johnson, a native of Louisiana, is a graduate of the University of New 
Orleans and holds a master's degree in library science from Louisiana State 
University. 

Active in professional organizations, Mr. Johnson is currently Federal 
Relations Coordinator for the South Carolina Library Association. He has held 
offices in the American Library Association, the Association of Specialized and 
Cooperative Library Agencies, and the Southern Conference of Libraries for the 
Blind and Physically Handicapped. He is a member of the S.C. Governor's 
Committee on the Employment of the Handicapped and past president of the 
Quail Creek Neighborhood Association. He is active in the Parent Teacher Or
ganizations of Lower Richland High School and St. Joseph's School and is a 
volunteer coach for the City of Columbia's girls softball and tee-ball programs. 

Havingjoined the State Library staff in 1972, Mr. Johnson was Institu
tional Library Consultant and the Director of the Library for the Blind and 
Physically Handicapped before becoming Deputy Director in 1979. He is 
married to the former Debby Clawson of Lake Charles, IA. and has two 
daughters. 



LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 

Legislative Report 

The General.Assembly recently passed an amend
ment (R394-S792) to the Obscenity Act which was 
signed by the Governor on March 19. The amendment 
deals primarily with the employment of minors in 
theatres, but it also expands the definition of "library" 
in the affirmative defenses to the offense. Formerly 
only public libraries were listed. The language now 
includes public, school, college, or university libraries. 

LSCA Reauthorized 

On March 15, President Bush signed into law the 
legislation reauthorizing the Library SeIVices and 
Construction Act through September 30, 1994. HR 
2742 is now PL 101-254. This action puts an authori
zation firmly in place in time for the FY 1991 appropria
tions process. 

National Library Week Legislative Day 

More than 600 librarians, Friends of Libraries, and 
trustees from across the U.S. are expected to attend the 
16th annual National Library Legislative Day, April 24, 
1990, in Washington, D.C. 

Representing South Carolina are: Betty Callaham, 
director, S.C. State Library; Jim Johnson, deputy di
rector; George H. Seago, Jr., chairman, S.C. State Li
brary Board; Carl Stone, director, Anderson County 
Library; Ethel Hall and June Martin, trustees, Ander
son County Library; Ginny Nilles, director, Georgetown 
County Library; Tony Messineo, director, Greenville 
County Library; Betsy Ristroph, director, Ailcen-Bam
berg-Barnwell-Edgefield Regional Library; Faith Line, 
director, Sumter County Library; Joseph Boykin, di
rector, Cooper Library, Clemson University: Debby 
Coleman, media specialist, Barnwell Elementary 
School; and Wanna M. Ernst, media specialist, Char
leston, S.C. 

The group will meet with the South Carolina Legislative 
Delegation to tnf orm members about library programs 
and seIVices and the continued need for federal sup
port. 
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MARION COUNTY LIBRARY 
SPONSORS VOLUNTEER 

READING PROGRAM 

by Jean Messick, Children's Librarian 

What can libraries do to help children whose families 
are unable to nurture a love of reading? The response
of the Marton County Library has been the creation of 
the Listen and Read to a Child or LA.RC. program. 
Through an LSCA Disadvantaged grant, the library has 
begun a program which pairs adults and teen volun
teers with children who need encouragement in read-
ing. 

The children in the program are in grades one through 
five, and they are enrolled in a variety of ways: through 
referrals from schools. through parental requests, and 
by simply asking the staff for an adult to read to them. 
Volunteers are recruited through newspaper articles, 
posters in the library, and announcements at local 
PTO's, churches, and civic groups. They attend a 
LA.RC. training workshop, and make a commitment 
to read to one child for a 12 week period. Each adult 
also receives his own copy of Jim Trelease's Read Aloud 
Handbook. 

Each session lasts about 45 minutes, and includes 
time for adult and child to read to each other. After
wards they select books for the child to read at home, 
making use of the library's Great Read Alouds collec
tion which was purchased with grant funds. Volun
teers are encouraged to be responsive to children's 
interests and likes, and to take time before each session 
to carefully select stories for sharing. The adult helps 
the child keep a reading log, and the child can write 
comments or draw based on what he has read. 

A school principal in Marion seroes as 
a IARC uolunteer. 



The LARC. program was begun in 1988. Renewal of 
the grant for 1989-90 has made possible the hiring of 
a 10 hour per week coordinator, who is in charge of 
recruiting and training volunteers, scheduling and 
overseeing L.ARC. sessions, and extending the pro
gram to the branches. 

The overall goal is to make reading a fun time for the 
children, many of whom have had only negative expe
riences with reading. Some come from families with 
such poor literacy skills that they receive little motiva
tion or example. Other children in the program simply 
work better with an adult who is not a family member. 

Aiken County 
Dedication 

One mother reports that her son who previously cried 
and had tantrums when forced to read now loves to 
come to the library for his session. 

Children. volunteers and parents h_ave been enthusias
tic about the program. Teachers have reported im
provement in reading grades, class behavior and self 
esteem. The volunteers have given over 275 hours, and 
the children enjoy the sessions. Many volunteers have 
stated that they receive far more than they give in the 
program. and that the joy of watching a child become 
excited about reading is a great one. For more informa
tion about the program. contact Jean Messick at the 
Marion County Library. 

The Aiken County Public Library dedication and open house was held on Sunday, Mai:ch · 18, 1990. County 
Council chairman Carrol H. Warner presided over the ceremonies. Speakers included Congressman Butler 
Derrick.Jr., Rep. Irene Rudnick, andBettyE. Callaham, director, S.C. State Library. Mr. Mike Hosang, chairman 
of the Friends of the Library Building Fund Drive, presented chairman Warner with a check for $275,000. 

The newly renovated building was formerly the Aiken Elementary School which now houses the Aiken County 
Library on the first and second floors and the headquarters of the Aiken-Bamberg-Barnwell-Edgefield Library in 
the daylight basement. Architects were VGR Architects. PA .• of North Augusta, S.C .. and the contractor was 
Lawrence Construction Company of Augusta, Georgia. Total project cost: $2,500,000. 
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CHARLESTON COUNTY. The Charleston County 
Medical Society in conjunction with the Charleston 
County Librazy, has created a Consumer Health Infor
mation Center located in the Main librazy. A collection 
of up-to-date, pertinent, and understandable informa
tion provides a good, broad, reliable source of materials 
accessible to everyone. 

GEORGETOWN COUNTY. Singer Chubby Checker, a 
native of Andrews. S.C., recently contributed $10,000 
to the Friends of the Andrews Branch Library. The do
nation resulted from a Command Performance for 
President and Mrs. George Bush by Checker and other 
artists who were allowed to designate a charity or public 
agency to receive the gift. The $10,000 will be used for 
books, materials. and equipment. 

LAURENS COUNTY. The City of Clinton and the 
Laurens County Librazy are seeking $110,000 in 
damages through the courts for the near collapse of the 
roof at the Clinton Public Library in 1987. The struc
tural failure of the building, constructed in 1974, 
resulted in the librazy's closing from September 1987 
through May of 1988. 

An independent engineer, retab1ed. by the City of Clin
ton, determined that a "design fla\\:'" µi the trusses that 
held up the building's roof was the ·reason for the 
"collapse". 

Named as defendants in the case were Hipp Truss Com
pany. the manufacturer and provider of the trusses: the 
architectural firm of Craig, Gaulden, and Davis; and 
the design engineer, Enwright Associates. 

ORANGEBURG COUNTY. The North Branch of the 
Orangeburg County Librazy recently reopened its doors 
after being closed for a week for the installation of new 
shelves. The librazy received a general rehabilitation 
with new carpeting throughout the library, new panel
ing in the children's room, and a new check-out counter. 
Local citizens donated their work to complete the proj
ect. 

YORK COUNTY. The York County Librazy has added 
a new feature to its public access catalog. Patrons can 
now search the Newspaper Index for items in the Rock 
Hill Herald through the public access terminals. The li
brary plans to add two more files soon: a local govern
ment file and a community resource file. 

EXHIBITS 

Marlon County Library: The work of local artist Laurence -Burke in observance of 
Black History Month. 

Marlboro County Library: The work of local artist Polly McLean. 

Sandor Teszler Library Gallery /Wofford College: Recent works of Chip Holton. 
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CHILDREN'S SERVICES 

Children and youth in any community use both school 
library/media centers and the public library. Commu
nication and cooperation between the public libraxy 
and the school results in better seIVice for the user and 
professional growth and satisfaction for the librarians. 
In all areas of the state there are examples of such 
communication resulting in cooperative projects. In 
November, the celebration ofYoungReaders Day brought 
schools and public libraries together for planning and 
actMties which emphasized the enjoyment and impor
tance ofreading. In 1988, participation in the national 
campaign to register all children for public libraxy cards 
- the "Best Gift You11 Give Your Child" campaign -
was widespread, and libraries report that their efforts 
during that year are continuing. The Georgetown 
County Library reports that the schools now anticipate 
and schedule visits from the public librarian who plans 
with teachers to register all first graders and others who 
do not have cards; and teachers contact parents urging 
them to visit the public library with the children. This 
is an example of an actMty that is becoming routine 
around the state as schools and public libraries work 
together. 

Summer reading lists from schools often bring frustra
tion to both users and librarians, as public libraries txy 
to meet the demand for specific titles. The Beaufort 
County Library and the county schools have a coopera
tive arrangement whereby the elementaxy schools 
deposit copies of books on summer reading lists with 
the public library which circulates them during the va
cation months when school libraxy /media centers are 
not open. Beaufort also works closely with schools by 
using interlibrary loan in meeting student needs for 

books not available in the county. Battle of the Books 
is a school district activity but the children's librarian 
in the county libraxy is closely involved in planning and 
acts as a judge for the "battle". Other county libraries 
around South Carolina are partners in similar projects. 
Often it is the children's librarian in the public library 
who initiates cooperative ventures: but however it 
happens. success depends on continuing efforts from 
evexyone in the community. 

Other activities around the state: 

The Beaufort County Library is also participating in the 
ABC/PBS Project Literacy (PLUS) program which aims 
to increase the sharing of books between adults and 
children. Adults sign a pledge promising to read at least 
one book a week to a child. The libraxy's preschool 
programs are considered a PLUS activity and pledge 
cards are distributed at the library to parents, 
caregivers and other adults. 

Preschool Read-To-Me clubs are gaining momentum 
around the state. Last winter the club at the Spar
tanburg County Library was so successful that the 
program is continuing during the winter months of 
1990. The theme is "Once Upon MacDonald's Fann". 
Debbie Woeltjen is coordinating all activities. 

The Greenwood County Library has had a series of 
Saturday afternoon stoxyhours prepared and conducted 
by students from the oral interpretation class at Lander 
College. 

SYMPATHY 

To the family of John F. Cheney, Jr .• who died on March 19, 1990. He was the father of Philip 
Cheney, reference librarian at the Anderson County Libraxy. 

To the family of Walter Zachowski who died on March 2, 1990. He was the father of Julie 
Zachowski, director, Beaufort County Library. 
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INSTITUTIONAL NEWS 

Loretta Wilson, Givens Correctional Institution, Carol Williams, Broad River Correctional Institution: and 
Nancy Pitts, S.C. Department of Corrections, recently joined 200 citizens from across the country to par
ticipate in National Forums '90, a gathering held in Washington annually during which citizens meet with 
national policymakers to discuss ways to strengthen the public's role in government. 

National Forums '90, March 25-27, was the culminating event of the National Issues Forums (NIF), a non
partisan discussion program that brings people together each fall and winter in locally sponsored Forums 
to discuss national public policy issues. 

Ms. Wilson, Ms. Williams and Ms. Pitts joined other NIF participants in meetings with members of Congress, 
the Executive Branch, and nongovernmental experts to discuss the results of the 1989-90 Forums which 
covered the drug crisis, the environment at risk, and the day care dilemma. 

Now in its eighth year, NIF does not advocate any specific solution or point of view on public issues: rather, 
it works to provide a means by which citizens may gain an influential role in public policymaking. In 1989-
1990, more than 100,000 citizens throughout the nation took part in National Issues Forums sponsored by 
more than 1300 civic and educational institutions. 

National Forums Literacy is a successful literacy program in the Department of Corrections. It is funded by 
an LSCA Literacy Grant. administered by the S.C. State Library. 

S.C. Librarians •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
MARY ANN BRAITHWAITE has assumed the 
position of dean, Learning Resource Center. 
Orangeburg-Calhoun Technical Education 
Center Library. 

FELITA GREEN has been named an informa
tion services librarian at the Richland County 
Public Library. She previously worked in circu
lation, children's services, and technical seiv
ices before receiving her master's degree in 
library and information science. 

ROBERTA LEE has been named a branch 
librarian at the Northeast Branch of the Rich
land County Public Library. She formerly 
seived as an acquisitions assistant while work
ing on her master's degree in library and infor
mation science. 

LOUISE MCAULAY, director. Marion County 
Library, has been appointed to the Financial 
Management Committee of the Library Organi
zation and Management Section of the Library 
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Administration and Management Association 
of the American Library Association. 

BEVERLY POWERS is the new public services/ 
audiovisual librarian at Trident Technical Col
lege library. She holds the master's degree in 
library science from the University of Pitts
burgh. 

RICHARD SHAW, director of the Learning 
Resources Center at Technical College of the 
Lowcountry, has recently been appointed as 
Chair of the Audiovisual Committee for the 
Association of College and.Research Libraries. 
a division of the American Library Association. 
The appointment is for a term of two years, 
1990-1992. 

ROBIN L. THOMAS, a CPA with a Bachelor of 
Science in Business Administration has been 
appointed business manager for the Charleston 
County Library. 



TRUSTEES AND FRIENDS 

The Friends of the Andrews Branch Library, 
Georgetown County Library system, recently unveiled 
the painting "1734 Landing at Potatoe Ferry on Black 
River" by local artist Danny McLaughlin. Proceeds from 
the prints of the painting will go towards the purchase 
of books and materials for the branch. 

Recently elected officers of the Friends of the Marion 
County Library are: Anne Darby Hunter, president: 
James A. Blake, vice-president: Lynn G. McElveen, 
secretary: and Emily Dozier, treasurer. 

At its recent annual meeting, the Friends of the Oconee 
County Library presented the Rev. George B. Shealy in 

an address covering the history of the German influ
ence in South Carolina and Walhalla. His book Wal
halla - A German Settlement in Up-State South Caro
lina will be released soon. 

The Friends of the Richland County Public Library 
presented the 1990 Lucy Hampton Bostick Award to 
local bookseller Rhett Jackson at their annual meeting 
and reception on February 20, 1990. Mr. Jackson, 
owner of the Happy Bookseller, was named to the award 
for his contribution to the literary world both locally 
and nationally. for his promotion of books and reading, 
for his support of intellectual freedom, and for his 
encouragement to and promotion of authors. 

LITERACY 

The National Literacy Act of 1990, S. 1310, introduced by Sen. Paul Simon (D-IL) with 35 cosponsors, passed the 
Senate on February 6 by a unanimous vote. The bill would establish or expand a number of literacy programs. 
Title IV, Books for Families, would amend Title IV of the Library Services and Construction Act to give priority to 
programs and services which "(1) will be delivered in areas of greatest need which have highest concentrations of 
adults who do not have a secondary education or its equivalent. and which - (A) have few community or financial 
resources to establish the program described under this section without Federal assistance, or (B) have low per 
capita income, unemployment or underemployment, and (2) coordinate with literacy organizations and commu
nity based organizations providing literacy services." 

A new program of model library literacy centers would be authorized under LSCA VI, with grants up to $200,000 
and an authorization of $2 million. The Inexpensive Book Distribution Program (administered through contract 
with Reading Is Fundamental) would be moved to LSCA VI, and authorized at $2 million, to "increase access to 
children's books for parents, with priority given to parents of newborns through children aged 5." Books would 
be made available in homeless shelters, welfare offices, migrant labor facilities, public housing, and other local 
offices. 

The Cherokee County Literacy Association was honored recently when the Laubach Literacy Association awarded 
1st place to one of two slides entered in the LI..A photography contest and Honorable Mention to a second slide. 
The slides were produced as part of a video and 35mm slide presentation on literacy awareness produced with a 
portion of its FY 89 Title VI Library Literacy grant award. The Cherokee County Literacy Association is based in 
the Cherokee County Library. 

-7-



CALENDAR 

April 24, 1990 

Library Legislative Day. Washington, D.C. 
ContactJimJohnson, South Carolina State 
Library. 

April 27-28, 1990 

A(ugusta) Baker's Dozen. "A Celebration 
of Stories." Friday, April 27, 9:30 a.m. -
11 :30 a.m. - Storytelling for Fourth Grade 
School Groups (by invitation). Robert Mills 
Historic House and Park. 3:30 p.m. - 4:30 
p.m. - Under the Green Willow, Collo
quium presented by Susan Hirschman, 
Gambrell Hall, University of South Caro
lina. 8:00 p.m. - Fourth Annual Augusta 
Baker Lecture, Crews and Jonas: The 
Creative Process, Donald Crews and Ann 
Jonas, Lecturers, Amoco Hall, Swearin
gen Engineering Center, University of 
South Carolina. Saturday, April 28 -
10:30a.m. - l:OOp.m. - Storytellingforthe 
Entire Family, featuring Augusta Baker 
and South Carolina's regional storytellers. 
Sale and Autographing of Books River
banks Zoo. Sponsored by the Richland 
County Public Library and the USC Col
lege of Library and Information Science. 

May 4, 1990 

Adult Reader'sAdvisoryWorkshop. South 
Carolina State Library. Speaker: Duncan 
Smith, The State Museum, Columbia, S.C. 
Contact: Ron Anderson, State Library. 

May 10-11, 1990 

APIA meeting. Aiken County Public 
Library. 

May 15-17, 1990 

DIALOGWorkshops. Columbia,S.C. $140 
fee each day. Contact: DIALOG- 1-800-
334-2564. 
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South Carolina State Library Board Meet
ing. 12:00 noon. State Library. 

May 18, 1990 

SI.A/SC Chapter Annual Business Meet
ing, Strom Thurmond Institute, Clemson 
University. Clemson. Registration is re
quired: $8.00 to SI.A members; $10.00 to 
non-members. For further information 
contact: Lee Hemphill, 771-8340. 

May 20 - June 1, 1990 

Summer Public Library Reference Work
shop. Contact: Alice Nolte, South Carolina 
State Library. 

May 25, 1990 

South Carolina Library Association Execu -
tive Board Meeting. Northeast Branch 
Library. Columbia, S.C. 

May 31 - June 2, 1990 

The Practical Librarian. Managing Collec
tions in the College Library. Graduate 
School of Library Science. University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville, Tennessee. Contact: 
William C. Robinson. Phone: 615-974-
2148. 

June 23-28, 1990 

AI.A Annual Conference. "Information Ac
cess: Back to the Basics." Chicago, ILL. 



GEORGETOWN COUNTY LIBRARY 

HEADQUARTERS LIBRARY 

Georgetown, South Carolina 

(Dedication Date: November 12, 1989) 

Architect: F. Earle Gaulden of Craig, Gaulden and Davis Architects, Inc. 

Furniture & Equipment: Library Space Design 

Shelving: Library Bureau 
Gross Square Footage: 19,000 
Population Served: 42,461 

Costs 
Site 
Architect 
General Construction 
Furniture and Equipment 
Other Costs 

Source of Funds 
Local 
State 
LSCA Title II 
Other (Gifts, etc.) 

TOTAL 

Cost per square foot (excluding site) 

Book Capacity: 75,000 
Seats in Reading Areas: 89 
Seats in Meeting Room: 98 
Type of Construction: New 

$ .00 
$ 79,220.00 
$ 1,068,750.00 
$ 151,000.00 
$ 5,100.00 

$ 1,304,070.00 

$ 1,154,070.00 
$ .00 
$ 150,000.00 
$ .00 

$ 68.64 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING 

Library or Organization: 

People (personnel changes, officers, etc.): 

Other News: 

Dates to Note: 

Please fill out and mail by the 18th of the month to: 

Alice I. Nolte, Editor, News for S.C. Libraries 
State Library, P.O. Box 11469, Columbia, S.C. 29211. Fax 
number is 734-8676. 
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