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South Carolina State Library Board 

MERRY 

. CHRISTMAS 

To libr 2.rians, trustees , fe ll ow extension workers, 
and a ll others who share the State Library Boardr s 
pleasures and pr oblems, the warmest of Christmas 
and New Ye a r ' s greetings I 

LIBRARY SERVICES ACT 

17th Issue 

Half of the five-year period of the Library Services Act is over and Congress has 
yet to appropriate the full $7,500,000 authorized by the Act. ~ is the time, while your 
Senators and Representatives are at home to talk with them about the benefits you have 
received and to let them know the importance to your library of adequate funds to carry 
on work already begun. Are you using the Reference and Interlibrary Loan Service; is 
your library a part of a county or regional demonstration, or do you hope it will be; do 
you have a library intern??? All of these programs are being made possible by Library 
Services Act funds. Tell your Senators and Representatives. There is no other way for 
t h e m to kn ow. 

The President's budget message will be released in January shortly after Congress 
convenes on January 7th. It will not be known until then what funds are being recommended, 
but indications are that "Substantial Cuts" have been made by the Budget Bureau in the re
quests of the Departments. Strong Congressional support will be necessary to secure the 
full authorization for the LSA, $7,500,000. Be sure your Congressmen are fully aware 
of the value of the program in your di -strict. 

ASSEMBLY OF STATE LIBRARIANS 

The Librarian of Congress invited the State librarians, law librarians, and directors 
of legislative reference services of the States and territories to convene at the Library of 
Congress November 12-14 to discuss matters of mutual concern to State libraries and the 
Library of Congress. 

The agenda for the assembly included the services of law libraries to the legislative, 
judicial, and executive branches of Federal and .State Governments, legislative reference 
serv i ces to Congress and to the State legislatures, development of standards of service 
and responsibilities of State libraries, depository and exchange responsibilities for Federal 
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and State documents, general reference, archival, and library extension service, and li
brary service to the blind . 

The agenda committee was composed of Ralph Hudson, State Librarian of Oklahoma, 
Chairman, S. Janice Kee, President of the American Association ·of State Libraries and 
Secretary of the Wisconsin Free L ibrary Commission, and Robert C. $ale, State Librarian 
of Connecticut. 

Forty librarians representing 37 States, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands attended. 
Miss Estellene P . Walker, Director of the State Library Board, and Mrs. Emily Reynolds, 
State Librarian , were present for South Carolina. 

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE PRELIMINARIES 

The South Carolina Commi t tee on the Welfare of Children and Youth met in the 
Russell House at the Universi t y of South Carolina on November 19. ItEJ purpose was to make 
plans for the state conierence wh ic h wi ll precede the White House Conference on . Children 
and .Youth, scheduled to meet in Washington, D. C., March 27 - April 2, 1960. At this 
meeting the questionnaires prepared by the State Steering Committee were distributed to 
the members of the county c ommittees . Once completed these questionnaires will con
stitute a survey of activities affecting children and youth in every community of the state. 
One part will investigate the qua l ity of public library service now available. 

From the number of librar i ans and library trustees attending the meeting, it is 
apparent that the public library will be represented on most of the county committees. 
Unfortunately after the meeting adjourned, your reporter could not remember the names 
of all the library representatives present. The following, however, were there: Mrs. 
Louise Brunson, Librarian , Allendale ~Hampton - Jasper Regional Library; Mrs. Joella 5. 
Neel, Librarian, Newberry - Saluda Regional Library; Miss Jane Porter, Librarian, Chester 
County Library; Mrs . Marguerite G. Thompson, Librarian, Colleton County Library; 
Mrs. Helen Bozeman , Darlington County Bookmobile Librarian; Mrs. Arthur Atk inson, 
Member, Allendale - Hampton - Jasper Regional Library Board; Mr. Clark Brockman, 
Richland County Library Board ; Mrs . Irene Keith, Pickens County Library Board, Mr. J.E. 
Ponder, Pickens County Library Board ; Mrs. Elma Rogers, Colleton County Library Board; _ 
Mrs. _Dubose Stuckey, Greenwood City and County Library Board. 

MICROFILMS ADDED TO INTERLIBRARY LOAN COLLECTION 

The State Library Board has recently added seventy - two periodical titles on micro
film to its Reference and Interlibrary Loan Collection. All of these titlEls are currently 
indexed in the .Readers 1 G~i~e to Periodical Literature, and holdings generally cover the 
years 1952 through 1957 . ·standing orders have been placed for these J:>eriodicals so that 
volume a will be added.a.s. ._tb.e.y. aze.. .mic :ro{iJmed..hy. University Microfilms. 

As soon as available -.. ~he State Library Board plans ' to purchase a Thermo-Fax 
Microfilm Reader - Printer . This rea"der will .make . it possible for the State Library ·Board 
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to make printed copies from the microfilm. Meanwhile the State Library Board will fill 
requests from those libraries with microfilm readers. 

The following libraries now have microfilm readers: the Aiken County Public Library, 
the Anderson County Library, the C ha rleston County Free Library, the Chester County 
Free Public Library, the Colleton County Memorial Library, the Horry County Memorial 
Library, the Laurens County Library , the Lexington County Circulating Library, the 
Newberry-Saluda Regional Li br ary, and the Rock Hill Public Library. · 

POSTAGE RATE FOR EDUCATIONAL AND LIBRARY MATERIALS 

There is some ambiguity in the new po s tal law regarding the minimum weight limit 
for books. The State Library Board u n derstands that the Post Office Department will per
mit packages of books weighin g le s s than 16 ounces to be sent at the first pound rate under 
the educational materials and library materials rates {9~ and 4~ respectively}. If any 
difficulties are encountered on this point with individual post offices, the local postmaster 
should be requested to secure an official ruling on the question from the Post Office Depart
ment in Washington. It is understood that such rulings will be as outlined above. Attention 
is also called to the fact that, under the new postal law, materials other than books are 
eligible for the rates formerly called book and library book rate respectively (see News 
for Public Librarians, July 1, 1958). Bec au se of these additional categories, the rates 
are now known as Educational Materials Rate and Library Materials Rate and mailings 
should be so identified . 

NEWS WANTED 

Mr. Herbert Hucks, newly appointed editor of the South Carolina Librarian, makes 
an urgent r e quest of all libraries and librarians that they send him news and information 
of their activities. Mr. Hucks is anxious to give full and fair coverage to all types of 
libraries in this journal of the South Carolina Library Association. In order to do so he 
must have your cooperation. He asks you to send your news directly to him at the Wofford 
College Library, Spartanburg, South Carolina. 

The State Library Board joins its plea for clippings and other news to Mr. Hucks 1 • 

The clipping service to which the State Library Board has subscribed for many years is 
suddenly caput. This means that the Director and other members of the staff know about 
your library's progress only what they gather on field trips or what you write in. It means, 
too, that only this news can be reported in this bulletin. To make certain that your library's 
activities are known and reported, please clip an extra copy of every one of your news-
paper articles {except bookmobile schedules) and send the accumulation to the State Library 
Board at least once every month. Send along also summaries of any news not covered by 
the clippings. (Each clipping, incidentally, should bear the name and date of the newspaper 
in which published.) 

And be warned that if your library's name does not appear in this bulletin from month 
to month while those of other libraries appear frequently, or if it is not seen in the South 
Carolina Librarian, it will be your fault I Do something worth reporting and then report it I 
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BOOK WEEK DOINGS 

Because of the breakdown in the clipping service , only two reports of Book Week 
programs have been received. But these reports indicate that the Richland County Public 
Library and the Colleton County Memorial Library both had successful celebrations. 

At the Richland County Public Library, a special story hour was held for children 
of all ages during which stories for each age-level were told. A highlight of the program 
was the showing of three short films, "Making Books" , '.'It's Fun to Read Books", and 
"Discovering the Library". Displays of new books in the children• s room attracted wide 
attention. 

Richland County ' s Waverly Branch pr~sented a si1nilar program and display, and the 
librarian also visited the schoo ls to talk about childr e n I s bo oks and reading during the week. 

The Colleton County Memorial Library invited the children of the county to a party 
in the library ' s assembly room on Friday afternoon. Entertainment was centered around 
a puppet show, "Seven at One Blow, or The Brave Little Tailor, 11 presented by Girl Scout 
Troop 204. After the show Mrs. Irvin J. Slotchiver told some of the classic stories for 
children. Decorations for the party and displays in other parts of the library carried out 
the Book Week theme, "Explore With Books." 

In addition to the party, the library had an exhibit in the window of the Walterboro 
office of the S. C. Electric & Gas Company. 

NOTABLE TRUSTEES: MRS. W. L. NORTON 
by 

Mrs. Elizabeth B. Green 

October 1948 saw the birth of the Oconee County Library. This was no fly-by-night 
occurrence , but the end result of ceaseless work on the part of Oconee citizens led by 

Mrs. W. L. Norton of Walhalla. When the library opened its doors it was backed by a 
board of three members, the secretary of which was Mrs . Norton. Fanatical interest 
can more often than not be a detriment to an organization, but keen, intelligent, active 
interest that does not wane ca be the life line of an organization. The latter proves true 
of the service of Mrs. Norton as she maintains her post as secretary of the board, in this 
the tenth year of library service to the county. 

Keen interest is shown by Mrs. Norton as she openly expresses the needs of the li
brary in order that it render the best service possible. This interest never wanes as 
opposition is met, but it ever increases as the need to educate the people is realized. 

Intelligent service is rendered by Mrs. Norton as she gleans from the endless supply 
of materials available to inform herself of good library service and the role of the trustee. 
Mrs. Norton is exceptional proof that to infor m the public one must fir st inform one self. 
Mrs. Norton is open minded enough to discuss with the staff all library affairs and to be 
at all times willing and anxious to hear each opinion though they may differ from her own. 
Regardless of how minute the problem may seen she is always willing and ready to hear it. 
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A c t i v e j nterest is sh o ,;:;n by Mrs . No rto n ,ivho h as n e v er fai l e d ~o acte nd a local board 
m eet in g du ri n g he r y ears uf se rvic e . Sh e has rnis se d only one m ee ting of the South Carolina 
Library Ass ociati on in ten years an d that one due to the birth of her first grandchild. Mrs. 
Norton has served as head of the trustee section of the South Carolina Library Association 
and organized and held a successful workshop for trustees. She attended the Trustee Sec
tion of the American Library Association at its Midwinter meeting in Chicago, last winter. 
Not only does Mrs. Norton attend all official library meetings, but is a staunch library 
patron, using its facilities at all times, and has even visited each of the library's five 
branches. 

One trustee rendering keen, intelligent and active service is indeed a rare phenomenon 
and the Oconee County Library is fortunate to possess so rare a board member. An organ
ization is only as strong as those who operate it and a weak board member can destroy what 
is in today's society a bare necessity -- a well founded library rendering good service. 

" \ ._,. 
RUSS IAN READING 

(Quoted from Office of Education 
LSA Memorandum No. 34, October 10, 1958) 

"Dick Rowe, Boston University student, one of 36 American college and university 
students who visited Russia this past summer as part of the cultural exchange program 
negotiated by the Department of State, had this comment on his return home (Scholastic 
Teacher, September 26, 1958): 1Everywhere we went, people were reading books. On 
their way to their jobs, wherever they were, they always seemed to be reading'. 11 

SYMPATHY 

South Carolina public librarians join in expressing sympathy to Miss Josephine 
Crouch, D ire ctor of the Aiken-Barnwell-Edgefield Regional Library, on the death of her 
father which occurred November 1. 

SUGGESTIONS FOR NEWSPAPER PUBLICITY 
(Stolen from the Oregon State Library) 

Are you making use of your local newspaper for news items about your library? HE_!re are 
some suggestions that may be helpful. 

Reading Trends. This could be an annual story on what your library patrons read 
last year. Did more men use the library? Did how-to-do-it books top the list? 
Are patrons generally interested in science books? What happened in your library? 

Christmas starts in your library when patrons ask for recipes, decoration ideas, 
how to make gifts or wrap packages. How about a list of library books on these 
subjects for the paper? 

Hunting season is open. Do you have a display of hunting, camping or outdoor books? 
Would not a news item or questions asked about licenses, laws, guns, and so on be 



an interesting news story? 

~rograms, Exhibits, Special Week.s and Events. Has someone loaned you ,an inter
esting collection to display in the library? Maybe it is an exhibit of old bottles or 
glassware. Find out how the collector got started, what was the first item, which 
is the most valuable, which the largest or the smallest, _and q;ny interesting story 
about the acquiring of the collection. This makes a good news story and brings 
people to the library to see ~ and read. 

Services. Any changes in library hours, new services of any kind (records, reading 
programs, in=service training or special staff mee tings) are newspaper material. ' 

Collection. Dp fOU have any important specialized or rare books? Perhapp a, go .ad 
book on fishing could find a place in the sports section. A local author could have his 
work publicized and an autographed copy on display in the library. Is there any book 
or pamphlet on local history? Let the people know ab .out it. Are you letting your 
patrons know about good new -books by sending a list of recent acquisitions to the 
newspaper? 

Anniversaries. Use founding dates of the library, anniversaries of the chief li
brarian, various branch librarians and trustees who have served five, ten or more 
years for a news item. Perhaps an early patron would write an article for the paper 
on the earl y days of the library. · 

Statistics. Annual reports can be the subject of a very good newspaper story and can 
offer comparisons both with past records and with other libraries. If you aren 1t 
doing as well as other libraries similar to yours, why ,q.ot? 

Staff and Trustees . ·New staff members or trustees are worth an item in the paper, 
or any special news aqout these people. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *'* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Books for publicity material available from the State Library Board: 
Wallace , Sarah Leslie. Promotion Ideas for Public Libraries. Chicago, A.L . A., 

l 9 5 3 • Paper , 8 2 p • $1 • 5 0 
Coplan, Kate (Chief of Exhibits and Publicity for the Enoch Pratt Free Library) 

Eff ective Library Exhibits; How to Pre ;eare and; ProII,1ote .9'-?od pts;elaya. 
Ocean a, 1958. $4 . 50 · 

********************** *************************** 
11Publicity is a tool to be used , as time, ideas, and funds permit, to tell the story of the 
library . It must present an honest and accurate picture of your organization.. Like all · 
other public relations mediar publicity is merely a means. to an end--- - the-...pitotnotion of 
public confidence, patronage, support, and goodwill." 

,1 

'' 
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LIBRARIANS ARE TALKING AB OUT 

Library Trends , October 1958 
The current issue of this quarterly journal in librarianship is devoted to "Aspects 
of Library Public Relations. 11 It makes an excellent follow-up for the recent PLS 
Workshop on Publicity and Public Relations . Single copies at $2. 00 each may be 
ordered from Subscriptio n Department, University of Illinois Press, Urbana, Ill. 
The annual subscription rate is $5. 00 . 

"The Useful Atom" 
A United States Atomic Energy Commission cir cul ating package exhibit available free 
of charge for display in libraries throughout the country. Comprised of eight poster 
panels and an atomic power plant model, the exhibit is intended to stimul'ate lay read
ing in nuclear science. The content of the exhibit ranges from atomic structure to 
the agricultural, medical and industrial applications of radio isotopes. It is designed 
for showing in a small area and can be quickly erected and dismantled by two unskilled 
laborers. Requests for displaying the exhibit for periods of one to three weeks should 
be directed to the American Museum of Atomic Energy, P. 0. Box 117, Oak Ridge, 
Tennessee . . 

Television Plays 
The Hallmark Hail of Fame will send libraries special material for use with the 
Hall of Fame television plays. These include recommended readings and suggested 
publicity tie-ins. To ask that your library be placed on the mailing list, write to 
Hallmark Hall of Fame, 200 West 57th St., New 19, N. Y. 

Display Idea 
In its October 20 issue, Newsweek magazine published the first of a series of public · 
service pages. This one, captioned "Johnny had better learn to read", will make a 
good focal point for a bulletin board display. For copies write to~ Morale Series, 
Newsweek Magazine, Broadway & 42nd St., New York 36, N. Y. 

Extension Service Review 
Published monthly by the U. S. Department of Agriculture. Price $1. 00 per year. 
This includes articles which are frequently applicable to rural public library ex
tension work . The March 1958 issue was devoted to the Rural Development Program 
of the USDA. For more information about this periodical, see your County or Home 
Agent , or order from the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. Government Printing 
Office, Washingtop.25, .D. C. 

List of Available Publications of the United States Department of Agriculture 
Compiled by Eleanor W. Clay {List No. 11; revised February 1958). Price $. 35. 
This 106 =page publication gives the titles and :procedures for ordering USDA publica
tions that are either available free from the Department or for sale by the Govern- · 
ment Printing Office. All of this material is principally for the use of farmers, 
homemakers, research workers, teachers and others interested in agriculture and 
re l ated subjects . Procedures are also included for ordering periodicals, motion 
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pictures, slide films, and other visual aids, Order from the Superintendent of 
Documents. 

Education on the Aging: A Selected Annotated Bibliography 
Compiled by Mrs. Betty A. Ward and published by the Office of Education, U.S. 
Department of Health, Education and Welfare. Price $. 60. Contains suggestions 
of how older men and women may be helped to meet the problems of increasing age 
intelligently and to good purpose. Order from the Superintendent of Documents. 

"Books for Holidays" 
By Lucile B. Goessling. 
A list of children 1s books 

Carolina Charter 

Library Journal, Nov e m b er 15, 1958, pp. 3275-3281. 
suitable for use in connection with various holidays. 

A rep-roduction of the original. Price $. 50. Order from D. L. Corbitt, State
Department of Archives and History, Raleigh, N. C. 

A Brief History of Cherokee County 
By Elmer Douglas Johnson. No price available. Published by the Chamber of 
Commerce, Gaffney, S . C. 

Dear Anne: 

YOUR PROBLEMS 
by 

Anne Library 

My board chairman does not appreciate all the hard work I am trying to do for our 
library and neither does he understand how big my job is. I am just crushed and don't 
know what to do. I have been here for more than a year now and have really slaved d.ty 
and night . Numerous problems have come up in connection with improving and expanding 
service and I have been careful to check every move with the chairman before going ahead. 
Sometimes it has been necessary to call him several times in one day. At other times I 
have even had to call him at home in the evenings. In the face of this, how cctn he :possibly 
fail to see how much I have been doing and how hard I have been working? Yet he told me 
yesterday t hat I was an incompetent administrator and that he did not think I was capable 
of doing my job as it should be done. What could he mean? Should I brush this aside as 
a fit of temper and go on as usual, or what? 

Jolted Jill 

Dear Jill : 

You are due for an even worse jolt, one that ~y leave you among the unemployed. 

Your board chairman is exactly right. Why do you think the library board hired you 
if the chairman is going to have to make all the decisions about running the library? Within 

.. 
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the limits of the policies and the budget adopted by the board you are supposed to administer the library. It is your responsibility to make decisions as they are needed and it is because of this responsibility (as well as your theoretically superior ability to plan and decide) that you are paid more than the re st of the staff. You should need to call on your board chairman only in emergencies and these will be few and far between if you do your part of the work right. Needed changes in policy or budget, or needed new policies, etc., should be brought to the attention of the board at regular meetings. After they have acted, you should be able to carry on. 

Dear Anne: 

My staff simply won ' t cooperate with me. They are surly and unwilling, and take direction very poorly . They s ee m to resent every request I make of them for a little extra work or extra effort and show no real interest in our library program's progress. All of them are intelligent, well - educated people who came with very good references. All of them started out as exceptionally good help, and then gradually lost int ere st and apparently just turned sour. How can I go about finding the cause of all this trouble? I am just frantically busy and must have a staff I can rely on. 

In Need of Help 

Dear You-Certainly-Are : 

The cause of your trouble is not difficult to locate. Just look in any mirror. And when you have finished looking, sit down and indulge in a careful self-examination. Do you plan your own work and that of your staff carefully, and do you keep everyone informed of these plans and their progress so that each staff member knows how his or her job fits into the total picture? Do you assign your staff jobs suited to their best abilities and do you give them enough freedom to develop their various assignments? Are you accessible when they need help? Can they count on you to back them up if trouble occurs in the course of carrying out difficult jobs? When extra work or extra effort is required, can the staff depend on you to exert yourself, too, or are you guilty of passing the buck to them on these occasions? Are you absolutely fair in your Judgements? Do you give credit where it is earned? Do you criticize and correct only when really necessary and then in private? And what about the little things like your own disposition? Are you always courteous even to the lowest ranking or most exasperating employee? Do you have your temper under good control? And are you reasonably consistent with your instructions and other actions? When you are wrong, can you own up to it? Occasionally one disgruntled employee can wreck a staff, but most of the time, staff morale originates at the top. When trouble develops, look there fir st for the cause. 

Do you have a problem? Write to Anne Library. 

SEEN HERE AND THERE 

Mrs . Nancy C. Mims, Edgefield County Librarian, and Miss Carrie Gene Ashley, 
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Reference a n d Adult Se r vices Librarian of the Aiken-Barnwell-Edgefield Regional Library, 
presenting a j oi nt program on the new library's services to a DAR meeting in Trenton . 

The Grolie r Soci e ty announcing the apRointment of Dr. Lowell Martin as Vice 
President and E d it or i a l Director, eff e ctive March l, 1959. Dr. Martin is curr e ntly Dean 
of the Rutgers Un iver s it y Graduat e School of Library Service. 

The Che s te r Coun t y L ibrary inaugurating a coff ee hour at the library for young mothers. 

The H o rry C ou nty Memoria l Library opening a new b r anch at Crescent B e ach. 

Miss Sara h Cath e rine Wilkinson, G ree n w ood County intern, writing an article for the 
South Carolina Li br a r i an. 

Miss Nancy B l a i r , for mer Spartanburg County Librarian, talking to the Columbia 
Library Club abo u t c h ildr en 's books for Christmas. 

The L anca s te r County Libr a ry awarding Home Demonstration Club reading certificates. 
One member earne d he r ce rtifica te for th e fir st year, seven earned ;5econd-year seals, 
and eight recei v e d th ir d -y e a r seals. 

The Aiken-Barnwell -Edg e fi e ld Regional Library, the Newberry-Saluda Regional Li
brary, an d the An d e r s on County Library o;rdering new Gerstenqlager b9okmobiles. All 
three will have Pion ee r bodies. 

Newberry- S al uda Regional Library awi:l,rding certificates to the members of the 
USA Reading Cl ub . 

The McB e e A ve nu e Branch of the Gr ee nville Public Library featuring scienc e books 
for children. 

The Greenv i lle Pi e dmont e ditorializing on Book Week and the "Magic of the Printed 
Page. 11 

Abbeville C ou n t y Library presenting certificat e s to fourteen Home Demonstration 
Club members wh o last yea r r e ad and r e viewed at least four books each. 

Charles Lea, e x ec utive director of the Spartanburg County Foundation, sp e aking to 
the Business an d Pro fess ional Women's Clubs about the need for a new county library 
building. 

Mrs. Peggy Ho well H ea th b e ing appointed Bookm obile Librarian, Lancast e r County 
Library. She receive d he r librar y training at Winthrop College and has had experi enc e 
in the Navy's au d i o -v isual d e partm e nt and schoql libraries. 

A skillfully d rawn na ti v ity scene on the glass partition in the Richland County P ublic 
Library 1 s lobby. 
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The ALA Washington Office moving into new quarters at the Hotel Coronet, 200 C St., 
S.E., Washington 3, D. C. 

January 27 - 30, 1959 

April 12 - 18 

June 21-27 

250-12/17/58 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

ALA Midwinter Meeting, Chicago 

National Library Week 

ALA Conference, Washington 

**:{<*:/,<>!<**>:< 
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