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Front Cover: a small, stamped brass "circus medallion," advertising the 
"Great Eastern Circus." The Great Eastern Circus was only in operation from 
1872 through 1874, under the direction of Andrew Haight, known as "Slippery 
Elm" Haight, due to his unsavory business practices. The Circus featured a 
young elephant named "Bismarck" -- the very elephant shown on this medallion. 

In 1873, the Circus came to Florence, South Carolina, stopping for only 
two days --October 18 and 19 - on its round through the south. It is likely that 
this little brass token was an advertisement for the circus. In this case it was 
saved, probably by the child of a tenant farmer, and worn as a constant reminder 
of Bismarck, and a truly unusual event for the small, sleepy town of Florence. 

This artifact was discovered during Chicora's 1992 excavations at 
Roche Carolina's pharmaceutical plant in Florence, South Carolina. It is now on 
display at the Florence Museum. 



WHAT IS ARCHAEOLOGY? 

Archaeology is the scientific study of past human 
culture, based on the analysis of the remains that those 
people have left behind. 

Archaeologists study the material remains of 
cultures, including artifacts, written records, structures, 
trash dumps, or other evidence of human behavior. 

Archaeologists preserve our history and heritage 
by studying the remains of past cultures, and presenting 
that information to the public through site tours, 
publications, and museum exhibits. 

Professional archaeologists have been trained in 
the scientific methods of excavation and analysis of 
artifacts and other materials relating to sites . 

•••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

There are over 17 ,000 recorded sites in South 
Carolina, and less than 100 professional archaeologists. 
At least one archaeological site is destroyed every day, 
by weather, erosion, development of roads or buildings, 
and by pothunters digging up artifacts to keep for 
themselves. 

You can help save South Carolina's archaeological 
sites by taking the 

FIRST STEPS OF ARCHAEOLOGY .. . 



THE FIRST STEPS OF ARCHAEOLOGY ... 

Before investigating an archaeological site, every 
professional archaeologist must follow three steps. Many 
people of all ages have helped future archaeologists 
investigate and preserve archaeological sites by 
following these three steps: 

1. Site Discovery: by keeping your eyes open, you may 
discover an archaeological site in your neighborhood. Clues to 
look for include: large piles of shell, foundations of an old 
building, or a scattering of artifacts. You may see artifacts, such as 
glass, pottery, or arrowheads, appear alongside dirt roads, in 
gardens, or in recently plowed fields . 

2. Site Recordation: after you discover an 
archaeological site, you should fill out a Site Form (see white 
insert). This site form is sent to the State Archaeologist's Office, 
and will record important information that archaeologists can use 
in the future. This site fonn does not protect the site, nor does it 
mean archaeologists will come and dig it up! The site form is 
used to help archaeologists know how many and what kind of 
archaeological sites have been discovered in South Carolina. 

3. Artifact Identification: it is important to examine 
the artifacts at the site, and describe them for other archaeologists. 
Sometimes there are less than 50 artifacts in the entire site. If they 
are collected or moved, then we will never know what type of site 
was once there, and part of history will have disappeared. You can 
help preserve that history by examining and identifying any 
artifacts you find. Put this information on the site form. If you 
find a lot of artifacts, you may want to keep a notebook of 
information, and talk to a professional archaeologist, or someone 
from a museum or archaeology club. 

2 



SOVTH CAROLINA TIMELINE 
DATE 

40 million 
years ago 

9,000-
8,000 B.C. 

8,000-
1,000 B.C. 

1,000 B.C.-
1150 A.D. 

1150 -
1550A.D. 

1540 

1557 

1670 

1775 - 1781 

1786 

1860 

1861 - 1865 

1941 - 1945 

WHAT HAPPENED . .. 

The sea began to recede to the present coastline. 
Prehistoric animals exist. 

Paleoindians bunt with spears. 

Archaic Indians begin hunting and gathering. 

Woodland Indians live in small villages, adding 
gardening to hunting and gathering. 

Mississippian Indians live in large villages, build 
temple mounds and begin small farming. 

DeSoto explores South Carolina. 

Spanish Fort of Santa Elena is built on coast. 

Charles Town is settled. 

The American Revolution. 

Columbia becomes the state capital. 

South Carolina secedes from the Union. 

The Civil War. 

World War II; concentration camps for German 
prisoners are built in South Carolina. 
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IS EVERY ARTIFACT IMPORTANT? 

Every artifact at an archaeological site is important, not 
because it is interesting, but because it has been deposited with a 
group of other artifacts. Together these artifacts tell us much more 
than just one artifact alone can. 

(For ex.ample: one arrowhead is interesting. But one arrowhead, 
animal bones, and several pieces of broken pottery may be telling us that an 

Indian family lived at this site.) 

The identification and recordation of these artifacts is very 
important to helping us understand more about the history of South 
Carolina. Artifacts are usually separated into two major groups: 
prehistoric and historic. 

Prehistoric artifacts: artifacts that were used by Indian 
groups before the exploration and settlement of the Carolinas. 
These artifacts include stone tools (arrowheads, spear points, 
axes) and pottery. 

Historic artifacts: artifacts that were used by people after 
the settlement of the Carolinas. Although the historic period has 
lasted less than 500 years, there are many more types of historic 
artifacts, including ceramics, glass, metal and much more. 

Some people like to collect and keep the artifacts they 
discover alongside the road or in a field. This is called surface 
collecting. If you decide to surface collect, it is very important 
that you have permission from the property owner, and that you fill 
out Site Forms and keep a record of where you have discovered the 
artifacts. Sealed plastic bags are good for keeping artifact 
collections in. You may write information on the outside of the 
bag, or on a piece of cardboard placed in the bag. You should also 
keep a notebook with information about your collections. 

Remember - if you forget where the artifacts came 
from, their story is lost forever! 
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ARTIFACT IDENTIFICATION 
The next few pages will introduce you to basic artifact 

identification. Your library will have books to help you identify 
more artifacts, and many museums and historical societies have 
collections and staff to help you. 

PREHISTORIC ARTIFACTS 

PROJECTILE POINTS 
Projectile points are spear points or arrowheads. The 

shapes of these changed through time, and can help us decide bow 
old the site is. 

Projectile points were usually made of chert, rbyolite, or 
quartz. Large flakes were broken off a boulder using a 
hammerstone. Each large flake could be shaped by chipping at it 
with a smaller hammerstone. 

Using an antler tool to press smaller flakes off the large 
shaped flake, the large flake was shaped into the final form of a 
projectile point. This point was then hafted onto the shaft of the 

·spear or arrow. 
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PROJECTILE POINTS 

all points shown at actual size 

Savannah River Stenuned 
3000 B.C. 

Palmer Point 
8000 B.C 

(almost worn out from 
re-sharpening the blade) 

Yadkin Point 
A.D. 500 

Guilford Point 
4000 B.C. 

Caraway Point 
A.D. 1500 

... 



OTHER STONE TOOLS 
This object is often called a tomahawk. However, it is 

really a prehistoric grooved axe. It was used by the Indians the 
same way we use axes today, for cutting wood and chopping down 
trees. It was made by pecking at a large stone with a smaller stone 
to create the axe shape. The peck marks could be smoothed away 
with sandstone. 

2 

SCALE IN INCHES 

This object is an atlatl weight. It was attached to a spear 
shaft to improve the power and accuracy of the spear. It was made 
in the same way as the grooved axe. 

0 2 

SCALE IN INCHES 
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HOW PREIDSTORIC POTS WERE MADE 

Prehistoric Indians in South Carolina began making pottery 
about 4,000 years ago. Clay can be found in many areas of South 
Carolina. To prevent the pot from cracking while it was drying, 
the potter added temper to the clay before making the pot. Temper 
can be crushed shell, sand, crushed stone, or plant fibers. ... 

Because types of temper and designs changed through time, 
identifying them can help us decide how old the site is. 

The basic method used to make pots is the Coil Method. 
A lump of clay is kneaded, then rolled out between the hands to 
make a snake shape; this snake shape is coiled up and around to 
make the sides of the pot. When it is the right size, the coils are 
smoothed together on the inside and outside, using fingers, a piece 
of shell or a smooth stone. 

Another way of smoothing out the coils was to smack the 
outside of the new pot with a paddle. This paddle may have been 
wrapped with cord or fabric (cloth); this smacking or stamping on 
the moist clay also decorated the pot with the design of the cord or 
fiber, and is called Cord Marked or Fabric Impressed. 

8 



People Who Have Collections from this Site: 

Name: _______________ Telephone:--------------

Address: _____ __________________________ _ 

Name: _______________ Telephone:--------------

Address: ____ _ __________________________ _ 

Site Form Completed By: 

Name: _______________ Telephone: -------------

Address: --------------------------------

Date· ~- · 



ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE FORM 

Your Name for the Site:---------------County: ________ _ 

Instructions for Reaching Site from Nearest Major Road: ---------------

Property Owner's Name: ______________ Telephone: ________ _ 

Address: ----------- ---- ------------------ -

Tenant's Name: __________________ Telephone:---------

Address: ----------------------------------

•••• • . • 1' ••••••••••••••••••• " •••••••••••••••••••• • . " - )-•••• , ••• 



\ 
Type of Site: Historic 

__ Old Building(s) 

.. -. - ' 
Prehistoric 

Shell Piles 

Site Size:-------------------------------

Types of Artifacts: (include number of artifacts if possible) 
__ Bone __ Indian Pottery Ceramics Brick 

__ Shell __ Projectile Points __ Glass __ Nails 

__ Other:----------------- ----------

What Does the Site Look Like?--------------------- --

Do You Think the Site is in Danger of Being Damaged or Destroyed? 

Why or Why Not? ______ _____________________ _ 



, _. 

Additional Comments: 

Attached: 
Sketch of the Site _ _ Road Map with Site Marked 

__ Photographs of Site _ _ Sketches/Photos of Representative Artifacts 

Please mail to: South Carolina Institute of Archaeology & Anthropology 
1321 Pendleton Street 
University of South Carolina 
Columbia, South Carolina 29208 



OTHER DECORATIONS ON PREIDSTORIC POTIERY 

Sometimes the Indians carved a check design into the 
wooden paddles, and stamped the pots. This is called Check 
Stamped. Indians also carved very complex designs into the 
wooden paddles. This is called Complicated Stamp. 

Pots could also be decorated by poking at the moist clay 
with common objects such as animal teeth, twigs, or hollow reeds. 
These decorations are called Punctate. 
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HISTORIC ARTIFACTS 

There are many different types of historic artifacts. Some 
are difficult to describe, and may be seen in a museum. Others 
look just like things we use today, like forks and buttons. 

Unfortunately, any parts of artifacts that were made of 
cloth, paper, leather, wood, or bone have probably decayed in the 
earth. Many artifacts are broken pieces of a larger object. These 
problems will make your identification more of a challenge. 

CERAMICS 
Ceramics are what archaeologists call historic pottery. 

Pieces of ceramics at a site were once teapots, plates, cups, 
saucers, mugs,or pitchers. They can be identified by their shape, 
color or design, and may have been made in America, Europe, or 
Asia. Sometimes the piece that you see is so small that it may be 
hard to identify. Remember: some of these ceramics have been so 
popular that they are still being made today. Here are a few of the 
most common ceramics you will find: 

/ 
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Annular 
(Striped) 

Transfer Print 
(Willow Pattern) 

0 

SCALE lN INCHES 

Molded 
(Shell Edge) 

Molded & Painted 
(Feather Edge) 

2 

(Professional archaeologists also use words like porcelain, delft, creamware, 
pearlware, whiteware and stoneware to identify different types of ceramics. 
When you are ready to learn the differences between these, contact a museum or 
archaeological group.) 
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GLASS 

Glass comes in many different colors, and may have been used for 
wine, soda and medicine bottles. By looking carefully, some
times you can find words or letters on the glass to help identify it. 

s c 

Glass was also used to make decanters, jars, tumblers, and wine 
glasses. (If you find a piece of light green glass that is completely flat, it is 

probably window glass). 

,,, 
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TOOLS AND UTENSILS 

Many of the tools and utensils used 300 or 100 years ago are still 
made and used today. Usually you will discover only a piece of an 
artifact at the site, and you will have to use your imagination to 
recognize what it used to be. Remember: wood and bone handles 
may have decayed in the earth . 

0 6 

SCALE lN INCHES 
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MISCELLANEOUS ARTIFACTS 

These objects were probably used by families just like 
yours, many years ago. Most of them are made of pottery or metal , 
and may be easier for you to identify than other artifacts. 
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Clockwise from top left corner: 
shoe buckle 
doll's head 
nails 
tobacco pipe 
padlock 
marbles 
key 
fish hook 

cc----D 

0 2 3 

SCALE IN INCHES 



Every day archaeologists learn something new about South 
It" Carolina history. We hope that by learning the first steps of 

archaeology, you will also learn to love and respect the history and 
archaeology we share in South Carolina. -

The archaeological resources of South Carolina belong to 
all of the citizens of the state, and they can be passed on to future 
generations only if we take responsible care of them. There are 
some individuals who want only to convert this heritage to their 
own private ownership by looting sites. They use metal detectors 
and shovels to steal our history so they can possess it or sell it to 
make a profit. 

Help protect these resources. Identify and record sites you 
discover. Remember that vandalizing, damaging, or destroying 
archaeological and historical resources on state or federal property 
is a crime. Report anyone you see using a metal detector, digging 
up these sites, or stealing artifacts to the State Archaeologist's 
office, 8031777-8170. 
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For More Information 

If you would like more information about archaeology or 
the identification of artifacts, look for these books at your local 
library: 

Cork, Barbara and Struan Reid 
1984 The Young Scientist Book of Archaeology. 

Usborne Publishing Company, London. 
ISBN 0-86020-865-6 

Culberson, Linda Crawford 
1993 Arrowheads and Spear Points in the Prehistoric 

Southeast, University Press of Missiissippi, 
Jackson. ISBN 0-87805-638-6 

Dickens, Roy S. and James L. McKinley 
1979 Frontiers in the Soil: The Archaeology of Georgia. 

Frontiers Publishing Company, Atlanta. 

Noel Hume, Ivor 
1978 A Guide to Artifacts of Colonial America. 

Alfred A. Knopf, New York. 

Israel, Fred L., editor 
1993 1897 Sears, Roebuck Catalogue. 

Chelsea House Publishers, New York. 
ISBN 0-87754-045-4 

Richardson, Joy 
1993 Inside the Museum .. 

Metropolitan Museum of Art/Harry Abrams, Inc. 
New York. ISBN 0-8109-2561-3 

Schultz, Ron 
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1993 Looking Inside Sunken Treasure. 
John Muir Publications, Santa Fe. 
ISBN 1-56261-074-0 
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What is Chicora Foundation? 

Chicora began as a srnaJI, not-for-profit, public foundation more than a 
decade ago, with the lofty mission of preserving the archaeological, historical, and 
cultural resources of the Carolinas. 

Today that means a wealth of innovative programs. 

Like our school programs explaining Black and Native American history 
to children. "How-to" workshops for adults interested in preserving quilts, photos. 
and family Bibles. And our collaborative archaeology projects with leading 
business partners such as Kiawah Resort Associates, International Paper. and The 
Litchfield Company to explore both the history and prehistory of our region. 

Chicora Foundation is the leader in showing that preservation is not only 
essential for us as a people, but good business as well. And we remain at the 
cutting edge of Southern studies with our monograph series, talks at professional 
meetings, and museum assistance programs. 

How can YOU help? Please don't let our fragile heritage become extinct 
through gradual loss. Join with us in studying the past and teaching it to our 
future generations. Your generous financial gift to Chicora is a visible expression 
of your commitment lo saving and preserving the important cultural heritage of 
the Carolinas. 

-g:,.c::: ----- --------- ----------- -------- --

CHICORA. FOUNDATION MEMBERSHIP APPU CAIION 

As a member of Chicora Foundation, you help support heritage educalJon programs in our school and 
community programs. In addition to that good feeling inside, you will al so receive Chicora Foundation 
Research (a quarterly publication), an enameled Chicora logo pin, and a 10% discount on all Chicora 
oublications. 

Yes! Our rich heritage must be saved, and I can help. 
Here is my cax-<icductible gift to Chicora Foundauon, Inc. 
Please rush me the latest newsletter and Chicora logo pin. 

$1000/Lifetime $500/Benefactor $250/Patron 
_ $JOO/Sustaining _ $35ffriend 

Name= -~~~~~~~~~~~~~---~-~~--~~~~~ 

~~~e_ss_'::::::::::::::::::.=-s-tatc-=-=--=--=----_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_ -_ -_ -__ Zi_p_=---=--=----_-_-_-_-_-_- ~ 
Telephone: (.._ __ -J -------- Please mad llus rorm to: Chicora Foundauon. Inc. 

PO Box 8664 
Columbia. SC 29205 




