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For Additional Information Contact: 

SOUTH CAROLINA STATE DEVELOPMENT BOARD 
P. 0. Box 927, Columbia, South Carolina 29202 

(803) 758-3145 



McCormick County Courthouse 

Riegel Textile Corporation 

Hickory Knob Meeting Building 

Milliken & Company 

LOCATION 

McCormick County is located in the western portion of the 
state and forms the boundary with Georgia on one side. 
McCormick, the county seat, is 76 miles from Columbia; 
40 miles from Augusta, Georgia; 76 miles from Greenville. 
McCormick is 138 miles east of Atlanta; 768 miles south 
of New York; and 2,661 miles east of San Francisco. 

POPULATION 

McCormick County had a 1980 census population of 7, 797 
which was a 2.0% decrease over the 1970 population of 
7,950. Incorporated towns in McCormick County in 1980 
were McCormick (1 ,725 population), Mount Carmel (182), 
Parksville (157) and Plum Branch (73). 

GREAT TOWN 

McCormick County has the GREAT TOWN of McCormick. 

CLIMATE 

The climate in the McCormick area is temperate with a 
mean annual temperature of 63.4° F. The average 
temperature during January is 45.8° F, while the average 
July temperature is 80.4° F. The average relative humidity 
daily is 84% at 1:00 a.m.; 87% at 7:00a.m.; 52% at 1:00 
p.m.; 66% at 7:00 p.m. 

The mean annual precipitation in the McCormick area is 
46.25 inches and the average growing season is 221 days. 
The elevation of McCormick is 535 feet above sea level. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Daily newspapers from Greenville, Anderson, Columbia, 
Greenwood, and Augusta, Georgia circulate throughout 
the county. In addition, the weekly McCormick Messenger 
is published in McCormick. Television reception of the 
three major networks is available throughout the county 
and ETV is received by the schools. Six FM radio chan
nels serve the communities. Telephone service is provid-



ed by the General Telephone Company of the Southeast, 
and West Carolina Rural Telephone Cooperative. 

GOVERNMENT 

McCormick County is governed by a council-supervisor 
form of government. The four council members and super
visor are elected for four year terms. The incorporated 
municipalities each has its own government of elected 
officials. 

LAW ENFORCEMENT 

The county is under the jurisdiction of the sheriff and five 
deputies. In addition McCormick maintains a town police 
force of three full-time officers, one part-time officer and 
one dispatcher. 

FIRE 

The rural areas of the county are served by the Modoc, 
Parksville, Plum Branch, and Sandy Branch volunteer 
departments, each of which has one truck. The community 
of McCormick has a 20-man volunteer department which 
operates two pumper trucks and a squad truck. 

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 

McCormick has one full service bank and one savings and 
loan association to serve the financial needs of the coun
ty. The bank has assets of over $12 million and the sav
ings and loan has assets of $176 million. 

HOTELS AND MOTELS 

McCormick has four motels and one hotel with a combined 
total of 104 rooms. The newest facility for the county 
is Hickory Knob Resort Park which has a modern 60 unit 
lodge complex and nine duplex cabins. Complete con
ference and banquet facilities are available at Hickory 
Knob. 

CHURCHES 

There are six Protestant churches in McCormick, two in 
Parksville and one in Plum Branch serving the religious 
needs of the county. In addition a Catholic church is 
located in McCormick and a Jewish house of worship is 
in Augusta, Georgia, 40 miles away. 

EDUCATION 

McCormick County is a single education district with two 
elementary schools (McCormick and Plum Branch), one 
middle school and one high school (both in McCormick). 
Total enrollment in 1982 was 1,970 students with a 
teaching staff of 112. The student/teacher ratio was 17.6 
to 1. One private school of twelve grades is located in 
McCormick. 

Higher education facilities for the county are provided by 
Piedmont Technical College and Lander College, both in 

Greenwood, 24 miles from McCormick and Erskine Col
lege in Due West, 35 miles away. A vocational school is 
located in McCormick. 

MEDICAL SERVICES 

The county is provided with medical services by the 
375-bed Self Memorial Hospital located in Greenwood and 
the 52-bed Abbeville County Memorial Hospital in Abbe
ville-both in a 24-mile radius of McCormick. Further 
medical services are available in Augusta, Georgia, 40 
miles from McCormick, at University Hospital which has 
an extensive Medical Center, three other hospitals and 
a Veterans' facility. McCormick community has two 
privately-practicing medical doctors and two practicing 
dentists. 

McCormick has an EMS System which provides con
tinuous coverage with fully equipped ambulances and two 
trained paramedics. 

RECREATION AND CIVIC FACILITIES 

Clarks Hill Lake, a 72,000 acre reservoir and one of the 
largest inland bodies of water in the South , forms the 
western border of McCormick County. Recreational op
portunities exist for camping, hunting, power and 
sailboating, horseback riding, picnicking, fishing, hiking, 
nature study, water skiing, tennis, and golf. The newly 
opened Hickory Knob Resort Park offers modern rental 
facilities along with a new championship golf course, 
clubhouse and pro shop. Three additional state parks of
fer a variety of these recreational pursuits. Sumter Na
tional Forest, with 100,000 acres in McCormick County, 
has managed hunting and offers a wide variety of game 
and fowl. The Corps of Engineers provides wildlife 
management of Clarks Hill Reservoir with turkey, deer, 
quail , dove, duck and other small game hunting in season. 

POWER 

Electric power is supplied by South Carolina Electric & 
Gas Company. For 1983 SCE&G projects reserve capacity 
to system coincidental peak of 33%. The company's total 
generating capacity is 3,359 megawatts. An additional 600 
megawatts of nuclear generation will be on line in the fall 
of 1983 and 550 megawatts of coal fired generation is 
scheduled for 1989. SCE&G plans to have sufficient 
reserves to meet immediate and future electrical needs 
of its service area. In addition SCE&G maintains inter-tie 
connections with four neighboring utilities. 

Electric power is also available from Aiken Electric and 
Little River Electric Cooperatives. Power is generated by 
Central Electric Cooperative and South Carolina Public 
Service Authority. The generation capacity of plants in 
operation or under construction totals 3,435 megawatts 
with 73% produced from coal. Inter-tie connections are 
maintained with neighboring power supplies. 

WATER 

McCormick obtains its water supply from Clarks Hill Reser-



voir and Rocky Creek. The filter plant is capable of sup
plying water at a maximum rate of 2.5 million gpd with 
an average daily demand of 1.0 million gpd. 
Analysis of water supplied in the community: 

Total solids 
Alkalinity 
Calcium 
Hardness 
Iron 
pH 

SEWER 

54 mg/L 
35 mg/L 

NA 
NA 

.1 mg/L 
7.8 

McCormick has a tertiary treatment plant with a maximum 
treatment capacity of 850,000 gpd. The average daily flow 
is 183,000 gpd and the excess capacity averages 667,000 
gpd. 

LABOR 

A current labor availability report will be furnished to pro
spective manufacturers at their request. The comprehen
sive report will include sources of recruitable labor, labor 
force characteristics, work force skill levels, earnings data 
and other pertinent information. The South Carolina State 
Board for Technical and Comprehensive Education has 
the resources to recruit and train workers in accordance 
with a company's entry criteria. This training is at little or 
no cost to the employer. A lead time schedule is developed 
to coordinate recruiting, testing, selecting, and training . 
This assures that persons will be able to move from train
ing to their respective jobs at the time the plant is ready 
for initial production. 

TRANSPORT AT ION 

McCormick County is served by one interstate highway, 
1-20 (30 miles from McCormick), two United States 
highways and six South Carolina highways. The area is 
also served by the Seaboard Systems Railroad and 20 
motor carriers. 

Freight Delivery Times: 
To: By Rail: 
Atlanta 3 days 
Boston 6 days 
Chicago 6 days 

MAJOR EMPLOYERS 

By Truck: 
1 day 
4 days 
3 days 

Houston 
New York 
St. Louis 
San Francisco 

9 days 
4 days 
6 days 

12 days 

2 days 
3 days 
2 days 
5 days 

Augusta, Georgia airport, 40 miles from McCormick, 
serves the county with commercial service on Delta and 
Atlantis airlines. Private aircraft utilize the Greenwood 
County airport which has two 5,000-foot paved runways, 
Jet A and 100 grade fuels, and Unicom. Small aircraft may 
use a paved runway outside of McCormick. 

FOREIGN TRADE ZONE 

There is a Foreign Trade Zone in South Carolina, located 
in Charleston, 174 miles away. The Foreign Trade Zone 
allows manufacturers to store, manufacture or process 
goods without paying U.S. Customs duties or worrying 
about quota compliance. This Foreign Trade Zone is 
served by a multi-mode transportation network which pro
vides excellent accessibility to market areas. 

TAXES 

The assessment on industrial property in South Carolina 
is 10.5% of the market value. New industry is granted a 
five year moratorium on general county taxes with the ex
ception of school taxes. The county tax rate is $10.30 per 
$100 of assessed value- an effective rate of $1.08 per 
$100 of market value. The community tax rates and effec
tive tax rates per $100 are: McCormick $5.50 and $.58; 
Parksville $1.00 and $.11; and Plum Branch $1.60 and 
$.17. The state has no tax on a manufacturer's inven
tories, goods-in-process, raw materials or finished goods. 
Treatment facilities or equipment of manufacturing plants 
which control water or air pollution are exempt from all 
property taxation. 

INDUSTRIAL SITES 

Industrial sites are available in the county with a wide 
range of geographic and topographic features. In all prob
ability, a site that will meet the needs of most industries' 
requirements has been identified, catalogued, and entered 
into the State Development Board's Computerized Site 
Selection System. Detailed site information is available 
and will be furnished upon request. 
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Name 
Milliken & Company, McCormick Mill 
McCormick Wood Products 
Riegel Textile Corp. 
Talmadge Mfg. Co. 

Product or Service 
Worsted yarns 
Lumber and chips 
Infant knitwear 
Apparel 

Employees 
430 

69 
229 

85 
40 Clark Hill Manufacturing Apparel 

4/83 


