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A Note From Our Agency Director
Seventy-five years ago this month, the Second World War ended. Thirty
countries were involved in the conflict that left 70-85 million dead. The
United States entered into World War II on December 8, 1941, one day
after the attack on Pearl Harbor. The United States called 16 million
Americans to serve their country, with over 405,000 giving the ultimate
sacrifice never to return home. The South Carolina State Library is
dedicated to honoring members of the United States military and their
families. Never has that been more evident than in these last six months
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as our research librarians, Ms. Virginia Pierce and Ms. Hannah
Majewski, tirelessly worked to find photographs and information to aid in
telling the stories of United States soldiers laid to rest halfway across the
world, in the Netherlands.

Research questions are interesting; most are ordinary, and a few are
outstanding and lead to the discovery of an unimaginable journey. This is
a story of the latter.  

Seventy-five years ago this month, Dutch citizens began leaving flowers
at the gravesites of the fallen American soldiers who liberated them from
four years of starvation, terror, and abuse. The Margraten Cemetery,
located in the Netherlands, acts as the final resting place for 8,301
American soldiers; another 1,722 American soldiers are considered
missing in action in the Netherlands. Thirty-two South Carolinian
soldiers, who lost their lives in this specific area of conflict, are honored
at Margraten Cemetery with little to no background information available.
Their names are listed without a story or a photo. 

The Margraten Cemetery and the Dutch people are nothing short of
principled people who are incredibly grateful, seventy-five years later.
They have a long tradition of honoring our American soldiers through an
adoption program, which began informally at the end of WWII with laying
flowers on the gravesites, and is now a formal adoption program. Every
American soldier has been "adopted" with a list of waiting names ready
to step in and pick up the honor and responsibility of caring for the
American soldiers' gravesite. As an act of care and devotion, Dutch
families try to get to know the soldier they have adopted so that their
story may become part of the fabric of the families' larger, shared story.
This is where our librarians have shined these last few months. 

We began a partnership with the Faces of Margraten project to help
locate photographs of the buried South Carolinian soldiers, who currently
do not have one, and if possible, share their stories so that while they are
gone, they are not forgotten. Ms. Pierce and Ms. Majewski have
demonstrated commitment, perseverance, and ingenuity in locating living
relatives of lost soldiers. They are experts at searching newspapers and
records and have become experts at making cold calls in hopes of
honoring our fallen, and provide closure to their loved ones. Their
dedication to these South Carolina heroes led to SGT Clarence W. Cox
of Abbeville's family learning that his plaque is on the "Wall of the
Missing" at the Margraten Cemetery in the Netherlands, and is being
cared for by a Dutch family as one of their own. Before Ms. Majewski's
call, the family of SGT Cox only knew that he was missing in action, but



was not aware of his place on the "Wall of the Missing." SGT Cox's
family shared photographs and stories with the South Carolina State
Library, which we have shared with the Faces of Margraten project.  

As this month celebrates both the end of WWII and Labor Day, I thought
it fitting to dedicate this column to the work our librarians have done to
honor our American heroes. Work that changes lives, one research
question at a time, even seventy-five years later. 

Warm Regards,

Leesa
SCSL Agency Director

To find a list of South Carolina soldiers buried in the Margraten
Cemetery who we are researching, visit our website.

 
Training Schedule 
Next week may be short because of the
Labor Day holiday, but we still offer you an
extensive training calendar. Register for
these webinars to receive the log-in
information.

PCI Webinar: Writing With Respect (September 9) - cultivate
personal and professional relationships by learning how to write
goodwill notes with power and passion.
Developing Virtual Sensory Programs (September 10) - learn
strategies to develop, market, and facilitate meaningful virtual
sensory programs for library customers with developmental
disabilities.
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On Their Way!
The Discus team spent the last
several weeks packing more than
1,400 boxes to send to South
Carolina schools. The packages are
full of your favorite Discus swag
including pencils, pens, sticky notes,
microfiber cloths, and much more.
We know that you are excited, but
please be patient as it takes time to

mail such a large volume of packages. Show us how you use your
Discus swag on social media using the hashtag #SCDiscus.
 

Make a Deposit
State law requires our agency to act
as the official state depository for all
state publications, regardless of
whether they are in print or
electronic formats. To help comply
with our mission, we ask that you
send us agency reports, books,
maps, pamphlets, newsletters,
directories, regulations, and serials.
We will include these items in the online catalog or make them available
through our digital collections. For submission information, please
contact Government Documents Librarian Sheila Dorsey
at sdorsey@statelibrary.sc.gov. Additional information about state
documents can be found in our State Government Documents subject
guide.

Time to Shine
We postponed the 2019 Notable
State Documents Award ceremony
due to the COVID-19 shutdown. It is
normally held in March to coincide
with Freedom of Information Day.
Since our building remains closed,
we invite you to a virtual celebration
to recognize the achievements of
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state agencies and employees.
Register to attend on Wednesday,
September 16 at 11:00 a.m. and
help us salute the 2019 winners.

Grant You Assistance
Grants workshops for nonprofit
organizations are among our most
popular services. Since the State
Library building is closed because of
the COVID-19 pandemic, our team
is available to virtually help. Visit our
grants page to choose an appointment time and fill out the necessary
background information. We will set up a meeting to search the
Foundation Directory Online database and provide you with custom
profile lists of matching funders. If you have grants questions that are
outside the scope of the appointments, please send an email to
grantspublic@statelibrary.sc.gov.

Discus Offers Free Access
We are delighted to offer South
Carolinians free access to
TumbleMath via Discus - South
Carolina's Virtual Library. This
comprehensive collection of picture
books uses animation and narration to
help students in kindergarten through

Grade 6 learn math. Lesson plans, quizzes, and fun activities help
illustrate concepts including counting, addition, subtraction, multiplication,
division, geometry, and fractions. South Carolina State Library Director
Leesa Aiken says, "We have experienced enormous success with
TumbleBooks for several years; adding TumbleMath to our collection of
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resources is a natural fit. TumbleMath uses core curriculum standards to
combine literacy and numeracy to make learning fun. We are confident
that students and teachers will find TumbleMath helpful and engaging."
TumbleMath compliments our current TumbleBook collection of eBooks.

Join the Club
September is Library Card Sign-up
Month, a time when the
American Library Association (ALA)
and libraries nationwide join together to
remind parents, caregivers, and
students that signing up for a library
card is the first step towards academic
achievement and lifelong learning. Be
sure to sign up for a South Carolina
State Library card. Our temporary
eCards are valid through the COVID-19 shutdown to South Carolina
residents age 18 and older who do not currently have a library card.
eCards provide access to online resources such as Safari Books,
ProQuest Ebook Central, and NewsBank: America's Newspapers.
Also, check with your local South Carolina public library about getting a
library card.
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When SGT Albert Smith's letter to his former Epworth Children's Home
roommate made news in South Carolina, no one expected it to reach the
Netherlands where Albert is buried. But thanks to a dedicated team of
librarians, the story traveled halfway across the world. 

SGT Smith is one of the first Allied soldiers who invaded France. He
parachuted into Normandy seven hours before D-Day began. SGT Smith
survived his mission but was killed in action three months later. He is
buried in Margraten Cemetery, the only American military cemetery in
the Netherlands. For more than 73 years, gravesite adopters cared for
the headstone. They knew very little about the name that is etched into
the marble. 

A few months ago, we partnered with the Faces of Margraten project to
find information on 32 South Carolina soldiers with bleak or unknown
stories. Librarians found articles about SGT Smith in the NewsBank
database. Using internet technology, we sent these articles, an obituary,
and SGT Smith's photo to the Faces of Margraten project. Our team
solved a mystery that lasted more than seventy years.

We believe in equal access to information and are committed to using
our collection and our talents to serve the citizens of South Carolina.  
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Want more information about SC and its libraries?
It can be in your inbox every month.

Connect with Us
@SCStateLibrary | #SCStateLibrary
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