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ABOUT THE COVER: Sunset at Lake Hartwell State 
Park. Nestled against the shimmering waters of Lake 
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selection of recreation activities for outdoor enthusiasts. 
Its location near the interchange of 1-85 and S.C. 11 
makes the park an ideal base for exploring the beauty 
and history of the Upcountry's mountains, streams, 
towns and back roads. In addition, the 56,000-acre 
reservoir of Lake Hartwell offers exciting challenges for 
both fishermen and boating enthusiasts. 



FROM THE DIRECTOR 

Oome eight months ago, each of our lives was 
changed when Hurricane Hugo bore down upon the 
South Carolina coast. It has been said that the only thing 
constant in life is change, and the appearance of many of 
our state parks has definitely been altered. 

However, all change is not negative, and we must 
look upon the bright side. Being different is not necessari
ly being worse, and the recovery from this "big wind" 
must be looked upon as a time of change than can result 
in a "new look" and a new beginning for South Carolina 
state parks. 

Words cannot express my thanks to our "family" of 
state park employees, their wives and children, who 
worked together, side by side, to clean up from the 
effects of the storm. 

Long hours were the norm rather than the excep
tion, and special thanks goes out to the maintenance 
crews under Jim Work and Kurt Becht. Support in many 
ways was provided by the Central Office and Service & 
Supply employees. 

In summary, we all worked together to recover, and I 
have to believe that we will be better and stronger for the 
experience. 

Now...on to the summer season! It promises to be a 
busy one, and I ask that you work to also make it a safe 
one. I continue to receive many compliments from park 
visitors concerning the quality of our employees, facili
ties, programs and the overall attention to their needs. 

Having spent most of my adult life in park work, I can 
tell you that our system and our employees definitely 
rank right up there with the best of them! I am certainly 
proud of what our system has accomplished, and I look 
forward to seeing you on my next visit to your park. 

Happy summer! 

S. C. STATE LWf-r 
JUL 2 1990 

STATE DOCUMENTS 
Ray M. Sisk 

Director, 
Division of State Parks 
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370 YEARS OF STATE PARK SERVICE! 

SERVICE AWARDS 
Presented January 23, 1990 

at the Annual Superintendents' Conference 
Hickory Knob State Resort Park 

NAME TITLE-LOCATION NO.  YR S  

CRAIG, Horace, W. Superintendent, District III 20 
ALTMAN, J. R. Senior Highway Maintenance Foreman, Heavy Maintenance Crew 20 
ALTMAN, Bobby D. Highway Maintenance Foreman, Service & Supply Center 20 
DAVIDSON, Michael E. Manager, Revenue Resources, Columbia Office 15 
ATKINSON, Leroy G. Master Craftsman, Maintenance Crew 15 
CREECH, James T. Master Craftsman, Maintenance Crew 15 
HAMILTON, Caswell Ranger II, Charles Towne Landing 15 
HARRIS, Gerald S. Ill Lodge Manager, Hickory Knob 15 
ARD1S, Roger D. Trades Craftsman, Hickory Knob 15 
COPELAND, Joel M. Superintendent II, Keowee-Toxaway 15 
MATHIS, Michael E. Superintendent II, Lee 15 
DAVIS, Eugene G. Superintendent I I I ,  Paris Mountain 15 
FOGLE, William S. Clerk II, Santee 15 
HORTON, Curley W. Cook I, Santee 15 
RUSH, Louis Laborer, Service & Supply Center 10 
CULBRETH, John W. Superintendent II, Caesars Head 10 
BADGER, Robert M. Business Associate II, Charles Towne Landing 10 
FRASIER, Edward Jr. Superintendent II, Hamilton Branch 10 
McINTOSH, Steven M. Superintendent I I ,  Lake Wateree 10 
ONEPPO, Donald R. Ranger I, Landsford Canal 10 
PATE, Harold L. Superintendent I I ,  Lynches River 10 
GLADDEN, Mary F. Custodial Worker II, Santee 10 
NEWMAN, Lisa A. Executive Support Specialist, Columbia Office 5 
PITTS, Irvin Resource Management Biologist, Columbia Office 5 
THOMPSON, Ethel R. Administrative Specialist A, Charles Towne Landing 5 
RATLIFF, Ruth A. Clerical Specialist B, Charles Towne Landing 5 
PERRY, Thomas A. Trades Craftsman, Charles Towne Landing 5 
HANNA, Gregory L. Ranger III, Croft 5 
CUCINELLA, Jeffrey E. Ranger III, Dreher Island 5 
STANCIL, David A. Ranger II, Hickory Knob 5 
BRUCE, Richard E. Trades Craftsman, Hunting Island 5 
WHITE, Sonny Boy Ranger II, Hunting Island 5 
GORDON, David W. Trades Craftsman, Kings Mountain 5 
DUNCAN, Virgil D. Trades Craftsman, Oconee 5 
DUDLEY, Mark Business Manager, Santee 5 

ROBERT J. PAPENFUS PROGRAMS AWARD 
Rivers Bridge State Park 
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SUPERINTENDENTS' CONFERENCE 

Central Office Personnel 
Photograph taken at Superintendents' Conference 

Left to Right: Dana Sawyer, Ed Brown, Donnie Barker, Dan Turpin, Janet Daversa, Kim Ehrman, Kay White, Irvin 
Pitts, Charlie Parkman, Mike Hunt, Kim Garrett, John Rogers, Joe F. Watson, Ivry Moon, Charles Harrison, Ray Sisk 
and Mike Foley. Not pictured: Joanne Lewis, Jim Work and Kurt Becht. 

Assistant State Parks Director Charles Harrison 
addresses the superintendents at the Tuesday evening 
banquet. 

District III Superintendent Horace Craig receiues his 
20 year service award from Assistant State Parks 
Director Charles Harrison. Craig was one of 35 state 
park employees receiving service awards at this year's 
conference. 
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FROM THE ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 

W have just entered the decade of the 90s and 
we are on the brink of a new century. The year 2000 is 
only 9/2 years away. 

At keystone times such as these, it is normal and 
even expected to look over the history of the park 
system. It is more important to take stock of the present 
and prepare for the future. There is no way to determine 
what the role or function of the state park system will be 
in the next century. The park system will evolve to meet 
the changing needs and attitudes of the public. This 
system has changed a great deal since the creation of 
PRT. The 1980's brought quick and, in some aspects, 
major changes in the way that the parks are operated. We 
experienced great adversity and had many successes. 
The park system expanded and many new programs 
were added. 

I want to take a moment to express what I feel will be 
some of the goals, trends and needs to be met during the 
next ten years. The efforts that are made during the 90's 
will be the foundation for state parks in the new century. 

The facilities that we provide park visitors are a 
fundamental part of the S.C. State Parks. We spend a 
large portion of the annual budget and available man-
hours in the upkeep and repair of the facilities. We have 
very good facilities and we must maintain our efforts to 
keep them serviceable. Our standards for repair and 
cleanliness are high, and we will maintain these high 
standards. We have made progress in the general repair 
area and this progress will allow us to begin to address 
some maintenance areas that will improve the appear
ance of our parks. We are beginning to have some areas 
over-seeded with winter rye grass and it really helps a 
park's appearance during the bleak winter months. We 
need to improve park entrances with more stone work 
and new gates. Landscaping and rejuvenating picnic 
areas are pressing needs. We need to win our battle with 
erosion in the upstate. We realize that there will always be 
painting and roofing projects to be done, but we have to 
expand our maintenance prograrm to improve the 
general appearance of the parks. In many cases, it takes 
five to ten years for this type of effort to make the 
intended impact. I hope we will approach the year 2000 
with park facilities and grounds that are functional and 
also attractive. 

The role of park interpreters is beginning to be 
integrated into the overall function of the state parks. I 
am surprised that this has happened in, what is to me, a 
short period of time. I believe this function will increase in 
importance and be expanded to more parks. From my 
conversations with the Executive Director, I know that 
he wants the park system to be a leader in the environ
mental awareness and conservation movement in this 
state. The park interpreters are providing quality activi
ties on the parks and making effective presentations to 
groups. There are now two central office positions 
dedicated to the support of this program. I hope we can 
continue to increase the number of activities to be 
provided and improve the educational value of the 

program. We have not tied into the public school system 
to the degree that I believe is possible. There may be 
other opportunities for cooperation with city and county 
recreation departments and other agencies both state 
and local. 

It is important to provide quality programs. It is also 
important to let the world know that we are providing 
quality activities. In the past, we have barely been able to 
get out pre program publicity. With the addition of 
another Public Information Specialist, I hope we can do a 
better job of making the public aware of our interpretive 
programs. For the park system to be a leader in 
environmental awareness and conservation, we must 
take the message to the people, not wait on them to come 
to us. 

The environment will be a high profile subject across 
the state and nation during the 1990's. The park system 
can and should play an important role in environmental 
awareness and conservation. This role is not only for the 
interpreters, but also is one that we must all look upon as 
vital to the mission of the park system. 

The promotion of the parks and their activities and 
services will increase in importance. I hope we can print a 
newsletter like "Park View" on a regular basis. 

We need to increase the number of articles printed in 
newspapers and magazines, whether by working closely 
with their staff or by preparing the articles ourselves. 
There are many ways to increase the public awareness of 
the park system. I know we can increase our efforts with 
articles and produce more and better brochures. I hope 
we can begin to move into the electronic media. We are 
beginning to produce our own radio spots, and we may 
get into the production of television spots or programs 
before the next century. 

We must effectively let the public know what the 
park system offers and what programs we provide. We 
must also gain their support. We must develop a constitu
ency that appreciates what we can offer. 

I know that the field interpreters and the program 
section staff will do their part, but so much depends on 
the person-to-person contacts made by the field staff as 
you conduct your routine duties. Never underestimate 
the value of good, friendly service to the park visitors. 

The management of our natural and cultural resourc
es will increase in importance during the next decade. We 
have provided the groundwork through the establish
ment of a section devoted to this mission. More people 
are beginning to understand that the quality of a state 
park greatly depends on the quality of its natural or 
cultural resources. Good management of these re
sources is fundamental to meeting the public's demand 
for a quality recreational experience. 

Resource management is a fundamental part of park 
management. The resource management section will be 
conducting studies to determine what plants and animals 
live on the state parks, but their role goes much further 
than that. They also have a responsibility to help develop 
management schemes that provide protection and public 
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usage of park properties. This is a difficult assignment. 
The cultural side of this section has a similar function. 
They have to be sure that the cultural resources are 
protected and determine how they can be utilized by the 
public. 

The primary mission of the State Parks is to serve as 
a recreation provider. The quality of the recreation 
experience is tied to the quality of the natural and cultural 
resources. Therefore, we must integrate resource man
agement into daily operations, construction of new 
facilities and the development of new parks. As we learn 
and improve, we can be a leader in environmental 
awareness and conservation through our actions. 

We need to provide a quality total experience to our 
park visitors. I hope that state parks can be a place where 
nature and people can co-exist. I believe that parks can 
provide a protective home for plants and animals. 
Through resource management activities, visitors can 
enjoy wildflowers and the serenity of a hardwood forest, 
catch a fish, see deer browsing, and catch a glimpse of a 
wild turkey. 

The resource management section has a lot of work 
to do in order to be ready for the year 2000. However, the 
section and the field interpreters cannot do it alone. The 
rest of us must learn to look outside the day use area and 
campgrounds. We have nearly 90,000 acres available for 
public recreation. The natural land cultural resources are 
the fundamental reason people come to state parks. It is 
our responsibility to manage these resources for the long 
term benefit of the public. 

The training program has made a tremendous 
impact on the park system. The administrative, operation
al, maintenance, revenue management, interpretation 
and resource management areas have all been improved 
by the training program. The program has benefited the 
park system, the employees and the public. The implemen
tation of new procedures, establishment of standards 
and agency policies has been an important part of the 
program. It has also provided a forum for discussion and 
an exchange of ideas. 

With all of the training that is provided, there is 
always a need for more. I expect this program to expand. 
We will need more staff and need to be operating a full-
scale training operation in the next few years. 

Improvements are made through training and 
changes are implemented through training. We grow as a 
park system through the training program. The park 
system will only be as good as its training program. 
Therefore, we must continue to expand and improve this 
program to meet the ever-changing and complex manage
ment needs of the park system. 

The general management and administrative func
tions are commonly referred to as "operations." Those of 
us that have worked in this area during the last ten years 
are aware of the dramatic changes that have occurred. 
The emphasis on accountability and audits will continue. 

Proper documentation of every activity is mandatory. 
The administrative workload will increase, but comput
ers will help manage this increase. Park management 
personnel will have more responsibility and control over 
their management activities. We will have to do more 
annual planning and work projections in all areas from 
maintenance to retail purchases. 

The greatest challenge lies in coordinating and 
managing all the functions that I have already discussed. 
To meet the challenge, we will all have to improve our 
management skills and our time management. We will 
have to understand all the different elements that must be 
considered in the management of park operations. We 
have to know and understand what must be accom
plished at the park level and how these actions fit into the 
goals of the agency. 

Our jobs will get more complicated, but this is to be 
expected. There are more factors to consider as we try to 
operate the parks and the park system. The 1990's will be 
a decade of growth. It will also bring changes and 
problems, for that is the nature of this occupation. The 
next ten years will be exciting, and I know we can meet 
the challenges as we prepare for the next century. 

The park sytem is greatly dependent upon the 
revenues generated through retail sales, rentals, fees and 
charges to finance the overall operation. I do not expect 
this to change, however, we may become more depen
dent upon this source of revenue. We expend a tremen
dous amount of man-hours and funding to keep the 
revenue operations functioning. We all know the amount 
of effort that goes into these operations. The result of 
these efforts must be a net profit that can benefit the park 
system. A new position has been created to work toward 
this goal of producing a profit equal to the effort we 
spend. During the next ten years, we must improve our 
business management skills so the revenue operations 
are conducted in an efficient, effective manner. For this 
to occur, we have to closely review our purchasing, stock 
levels, and pricing stragegy. We have to develop ways to 
analyze our operations to determine the actual cost of 
operation and actual profit margins. We must improve 
our display areas in the retail locations. We have to learn 
the best ways to present our products to the public. Our 
products range from cabin rentals to jelly. We have to 
obtain a profit equal to our efforts. 

Marketing the park system to include all the facilities 
and attractions will be a common goal for all the sections 
and operational units of the park system. We have a long 
way to go in reaching the market for potential park 
visitors. A marketing strategy must be developed to 
utilize all of the park systems' resources from the park 
level through the central office. Marketing will be a 
"buzz" word for the 1990's. 

Charles W. Harrison 
Assistant Director 
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EARTH DAY ACTIVITIES/YOUTH AWARDS 

The South Carolina state park system celebrated 
Earth Day 1990 in six locations on April 22, 1990. The 
estimated total attendance for our actitivies was approxi
mately 13,500 with a record of 10,000 at Myrtle Beach 
State Park. Through the cooperation of park staff, 
district superintendents and a multitude of outside 
organizations, Earth Day 1990 will be a highlight of the 
1990 State Park program season. 

Table Rock State Park focused their Earth Day 
celebration on an upcountry theme. Naturalists from 
Table Rock, Caesars Head and Hickory Knob led guided 
walks on upcountry birds, local flora and gave partici
pants a chance to compete in the "Litter Olympics." The 
following organizations set up booths and distributed 
educational information to the participants: Magic Trek— 
low impact camping; Pickens Soil Conservation District— 
soil conservation and soil testing; SC Forestry Commission— 
loblolly pine tree give away; Easley Metals—set up a 
truck for aluminum can collection; Clemson University— 
Green salamander study. The day closed with a white 
oak tree planting ceremony and an estimated attendance 
of 250 people. 

The resourcefulness of the early settlers and native 
Americans was the theme of the Kings Mountain State 
Park Earth Day celebration. The Kings Mountain and 
Rose Hill interpreters hosted the following activities for 
the 750 participants: punched tin lanterns, candlemaking, 
kudzu basket demonstrations and guided tours of the 
living history farm. Bob Twohawks, a native American 
culturalist demonstrated cordage, friction fire starting 
and other native American skills. Tony Blanton, a local 
musician, amused participants with a selection of popular 
tunes performed on an assortment of "recycled" instru
ments. 

An Environmental Fair was hosted by the State 
Museum April 21-22. Many organizations including South 
Carolina State Parks supported this event with education
al booths. Our display focused on promoting park 
facilities and programs around the state. The state level 
winners of the litterbug contest were presented with their 
prizes on Sunday during an Earth Day presentation and 
their "bugs" were also displayed at our booth. An 
estimated 2000 persons visited the museum during the 
two-day period. 

Santee State Park hosted a successful Earth Day 
celebration through the cooperative effort of park natural
ists from Santee, Old Santee Canal and Woods Bay. 
Participating organizations included Recycle Elloree, 
Riverbanks Zoo Education Department, SC Forestry 
Commission, Natural Resource Defense Council, SPCA, 
The Pure Solution, Orangeburg County Soil Conserva
tion District and Sumter YMCA. The 175 in attendance 
had the opportunity to participate in an Earth Day sing-
along, a toxic waste obstacle course and a presentation 
on the Ozone by Otto Pearson, Chief of the Bureau of Air 
Quality Control, DHEC. The celebration came to a close 
with the planting of a red maple tree. 

Hunting Island State Park celebrated Earth Day over a 
two-day period. A beach sweep, sand creatures contest, 
marine creatures program and an evening slide show 
highlighted Saturday's activities. Participants attending 
the celebration on Sunday enjoyed lighthouse tours, 
recycled kite making, an environmental information 
center, salt marsh walk, beach fun run and legends and 
lores of the sea islands. Interpreters from Charles Towne 
Landing, Old Santee Canal and Hunting Island were 
involved in the organization of this event which attracted 
about 300 people. 

Enthusiastic crowds filled Myrtle Beach State Park 
to capacity during the Earth Day celebration. An esti
mated 10,000 people enjoyed a day of music, stunt kite 
demonstrations, storeytelling, environmental puppet 
shows, bird walks, crafts and lectures on wetlands, 
recycling and incineration, HUGO analysis and beach 
implications, urban wildlife, sea turtles and the role of the 
SC Coastal Council. The planting of a wax myrtle and a 
beach sweep began this successful day-long celebration. 
The coordinated efforts of the park naturalists from 
Myrtle Beach, Cheraw and Hampton Plantation and 
Myrtle Beach park staff allowed this enormous event to 
run smoothly. Over 50 volunteers from Coastal Carolina 
and the general public helped organize the 27 booths for 
the environmental fair. Participating organizations in
cluded SC Wildlife Federation, Cousteau Society, Green
peace, Marine Mammal Protection Society, Audubon, 
Sierra Club, International Paper, Shaklee, SAVE, SC Sea 
Grant and Coastal Council. 

In April 1970, there was a nationwide movement to 
focus on environmental problems. Twenty years later, 
Earth Day 1990 launched an international movement 
focusing public and press attention on our environmental 
problems and solutions that can be undertaken by all 
citizens. It is our hope that the information presented at 
these Earth Day events helped to teach people about our 
environmental problems, and inspire stewardship and 
responsible human actions towards protecting our envi
ronment. 

Some ten thousand persons uisited Myrtle Beach on 
Earth Day to participate in a variety of activities and visit 
exhibit booths. 
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State park exhibit at the State Museum during Earth Daps weekend in April. One of the litterbug winners 
in the third-through-fifth grade 
category was Erin McKim of 
Ladson. 

SUMMER YOUTH 
EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM 
AIMS AT KEEPING YOUTH 

BUSY AND OUT 
OF TROUBLE 

State officials recently unveiled a summer jobs 
program for youth which they hope will reduce teenage 
unemployment and associated problems in South Caro
lina. The jobs program, sponsored by ten state agencies 
as well as state and local chambers of commerce, was 
announced at a news conference held at Kirkland 
Correctional Institution. 

"This is the first time we have launched this program 
from a prison," said Robert E. David, executive director 
of the Employment Security Commission, "but we 
wanted to draw attention to the problem before the 
problem comes back to the prison." David pointed out 
that the youth unemployment rate of 1989 was up in 
South Carolina (14.3 percent for youth aged 16-19), 
although the state's rate was below the national average 
of 15.0 percent. 

Gov. Campbell, calling on the private business sector 
to provide jobs for youth this summer, cautioned that 
youth who spend the summer in the "street" may only 
learn "what goes on in the street." He pointed out that 
over 50 percent of all youth committed to the Depart
ment of Youth Services system end up in adult prisons at 
a cost of $14,000 per year to the taxpayer. 

The South Carolina Department of Parks, Recrea
tion and Tourism which employs several hundred youth 
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each summer presented a special award to Paul Penning
ton, a College of Charleston student. He was named 
most outstanding state parks worker for his record at 
Charles Towne Landing State Park in 1989. Other state 
park seasonal employees receiving awards for outstand
ing service during 1989 were Lee Miller, Table Rock; 
Madison B. Drawdy, Santee; Alan Flowers, Little Pee 
Dee; Robert Morris, Poinsett; and Caroline Wright, 
Charles Towne Landing. 

Governor Carroll Campbell presents an award to 
Paul Pennington, who was named most outstanding 
state parks seasonal employee for his record at Charles 
Towne Landing in 1989. 
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REVENUE RESOURCES 

Business Manager Jan Dauersa 
(center) presents awards to Hamp
ton Plantation Superintendent 
Bob Mitchell and Myrtle Beach 
Superintendent Bobby Turner for 
excellence in paper work submit
ted during the past year. Mitchell's 
award was in the smaller park 
category while Turner's was in the 
larger park category. 

REVENUE RESOURCES 
MANAGEMENT 

To the casual observer, the term "revenue re
sources management" within the South Carolina Divi
sion of State Parks translates into making dollars and 
cutting expenses. These are two key aspects of the term 
but there are other important facets involved with 
revenue resources management. In order for our camp
grounds, cabins, lodge rooms, park stores, restaurants, 
and swimming areas to be profitable and generate 
operating revenue for the park system, they must also 
provide a service to the park visitor. 

We have a tremendous product to market to the 
general public. Our vacation cabins are situated along 
scenic lakes, among peaceful mountains, and beside the 
Atlantic Ocean. Camping areas within the system pro
vide tranquil settings for campers. The South Carolina 
state parks system has a vast number of wooded acres 
that offer the outdoor enthusiast unlimited places to hike, 
observe wildlife, and nature in general. We are fortunate 
to be the administrators of three great historic planta
tions. The support facilities (tackle shops, trading posts, 
restaurants) for our state parks are located in areas that 
are traditionally characterized by high usage. Our com
fort stations, park grounds, access roads, and picnic 
areas are maintained by park staffs that take a great deal 
of pride in their work. All these facilities and amenities are 
tremendous assets but they cannot stand on their own: 
they must be accompanied by top-notch service. 

All state park personnel should constantly remem
ber that we are in a service-oriented business or industry. 
First-class, well-maintained parks must also provide 
friendly, courteous service to all visitors. Good service 
begins with good personnel. All park employees need to 
be informative, respectful, and pleasant when dealing 
with all park visitors. Every member of each park staff, 
from the supplemental workers to the park superinten

dent, is judged daily by the park user on his or her ability 
to dispense information, handle problems, and communi
cate with park visitors. Most of our front-line personnel, 
such as cashiers, waitresses, and rangers, have more 
interaction with park users than the park superintendent. 
Therefore, it is very important that the service-oriented 
mentality is present in each and every employee. 

Think of your last vacation, or dining experience in a 
restaurant, or stay in a hotel. Were you constantly aware 
of what type and quality of service you were being 
provided? The answer is probably a resounding "yes." 
Our state parks are no different than private businesses 
when service is being discussed. People visiting parks 
expect to receive top-notch service, and it is our job to 
provide that service. 

In addition to friendly and courteous employees', we 
also need to examine the type of services we provide. 
Some key questions we need to ask ourselves are as 
follows: 
(A) Are we providing the types of goods and services in 

our cabins that the user would like to have? Does 
our furniture, lighting, and towels meet the expecta
tions of the park guest? 

(B) Are the operating hours at our stores, tackle 
shops, restaurants, and offices set up for the park 
visitor? Will an extension of these hours provide an 
extra service to the guest? Will the extra operation
al costs be offset by increased revenue? 

(C) Are the opening and closing times of our park gates 
established for the convenience of campers? Do we 
need to make adjustments? 

None of these questions have simple answers. They 
also involve key operational problems, such as budget
ing, personnel costs, and practicality, but we need to 
examine these issues in order to be a more effective 
service-oriented business. 

Mike Davidson 
Manager, 

Revenue Resources 
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PUBLIC RELATIONS/SAFETY 

GOOD PUBLIC 
RELATIONS 

an employee of the South Carolina Depart
ment of Parks, Recreation, and Tourism, each of us has 
selected a career in which good public relations is an 
important facet of our job. In park work, public relations 
means the ability of the employees to express themselves 
to those they serve with the end result that will may profit 
through understanding. It consists of building the charac
ter of the agency in line with the public interest, then 
communicating to the public to let them know that it is in 
line. 

Good public relations people are not born with this 
talent. Training is necessary as well as the ability to 
develop a keen understanding and appreciation of human 
sensitivities. 

The first step in this direction is learning to under
stand and enjoy our fellow citizens. When we do, a door is 
opened because people are sociable by nature and most 
are instinctively friendly. They enjoy being treated as 
important individuals, not as statistics or as someone that 
gets in the way. 

The second step to good public relations is to 
recognize that training and knowledge must be communi
cated if it is to serve any useful purpose. The ability to 
communicate properly is a technique which must be 
learned and practiced. It should be practiced until we are 
able to get our information across in the most agreeable 
manner and in the least amount of time. 

The third step towards good public relations requires 
that we have a continuous reappraisal of ourselves and 
our efforts in the light of our accomplishments. The 
correction of undesirable traits and mannerisms of 
speech, of personal behavior patterns, and of personal 
appearance should be ongoing for it is most likely wide 
open to improvement. 

A good public relations program is developed only 
when the employees continuously work at it. We must 
work together, in the same direction, toward the same 
goal. A thoughtless act or an ill-advised statement from 
an employee can cancel out the efforts of every other 
employee. No amount of apologizing will ever cause an 
unhappy visitor to think the same of the division again. A 
former Associate Director of the National Park Service, 
Eivind Scoyen, said "Remember that the indivisible unit 
of the public is one individual." 

It is important for each employee to understand his 
importance to the public relations team. Everyone in the 
department is on it! As we move into the summer season, 
let's all do a self-appraisal and get on the right track for 
good public relations. 

C. F. Parkman 
Chief of Park Operations 

SAFE DRIVING AWARDS 
We held our first defensive driver school February 

6, 1990, with 25 Parks Division employees participating. 
We had 25 employees that met the qualifications for 

Safe Driver awards. Thirteen of our nominees will receive 
certificates, and twelve will receive lapel pins. 

On March 1,1990, Governor Campbell proclaimed 
the week of March 4-10 as State Government Safe Driver 
Week. The following recipients received safe driver 
certificates: Larry W. Duncan, Lew F. Cato, Donald 
Schumpert, James T. Creech, Darryl Moore, Jim B. 
King, Donnie E. Crider, Andrew Gillens, Oscar Kelly, 
Lawrence Walters, James Summers, and David Gilles
pie. 

The following recipients received five-year lapel pins 
(they have driven five years with no violation or suspens
ions): Horace W. Craig, Robert F. Parrish, James B. 
Work, J. R. Altman, Wayne Schumpert, Don Holloway, 
Van Stickles, Leroy Atkinson, Michael E. Davidson, Algie 
Cambell, Jr., Edmond J. Brown, Jr., and Gerald Harris. 

The Parks Division will have many more employees 
that meet the requirements next year. 

Remember to buckle your seat belts! Seat belts save 
lives! 

Edmond J. Brown, Jr. 
Safety Coordinator 

Every year thousands of 
motorists are killed, crippled, 

or disfigured on 
South Carolina's roads. 

In 1987 alone, there were 1,087 
traffic-related deaths within 

the borders of our state. 
That's the second-highest total 
number of traffic fatalities in 

the state's history. 

HIGHWAYS OR DIEWAYS? 
The Choice Is Yours. 

Sponsored by the South Carolina Department of Highways and Public 
Transportation through a grant from the Governor's Office of Highway 
Safety, Division of Public Safety Programs. 
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TRAINING AND CAREER DEVELOPMENT 

Training Council meeting to plan the Park Division's training programs for 1990. 

THE MAGIC WORD 
"ATTITUDE" 

person's attitude is something that can make or 
break a person. Ray Stevens, Superintendent at Hunting
ton Beach State Park, presents a program to all new 
personnel, in Phase B of training, on the topics of 
Communication, Public Relations, and Image. Ray talks 
to these people about the importance of a good, positive 
attitude and what it will do for them. I want to pass on his 
message to everyone else: 

1) Our attitude determines our altitude in life. 
2) It is our attitude toward life which determines life's 

attitude toward us. 
3) It is our attitude at the beginning of a task, which 

more than anything else, will effect its successful 
outcome. 

4) We are interdependent; it is impossible to succeed 
without others. 

5) It is our attitude toward others which will determine 
their attitude toward us. 

6) The deepest craving of human beings is to be 
needed, to be recognized as capable, and to be 
appreciated. Give it to them and they will return it 
to you. 

7) Everybody needs more self-esteem. If we help to 
build self-esteem in others, our own self esteem will 
improve as well. 

8) Do not criticize, condemn or complain. 
9) For the next thirty days, and the rest of your life, 

treat each person with whom you come in contact 
as the most important person on earth. 

10) Radiate an attitude of well being and confidence, 
and good things will start happening right away. 

Michael N. Hunt 
Training Coordinator 

10 

Beverly Cave of the S.C. Retirement Systems talks 
about retirement planning during a Pre-retirement Educa
tion Seminar. 

Sam Cheatam of the Clemson Extension Service 
demonstrates proper pruning techniques during Main
tenance Segment, Phase D. 
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SEARCH AND RESCUE TRAINING 

Land Navigation class during Search and Rescue Training at Table Rock State Park, March 15, 1990. 

Sign out for man-tracking exercise during Search and The command post for the search exercise was set up 
Rescue Training at Table Rock State Park. in the maintenance shop at Jones Gap State Park. 

Search and rescue personnel discuss the search exercise afterwards to determine how they can improue their skills. 
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COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE 

As planned, the division has been very busy this 
year with scheduled centralized training programs. It is 
gratifying to see our management truly committed to this 
investment of training state park personnel. It is equally 
satisfying to see the dedicated commitment in return 
from field personnel participating in these programs. It is 
evident they want to take advantage of these learning 
opportunities to become better employees, which in turn 
makes them more valuable to the Department of Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism. 

I also want to comment on the newly-hired personnel 
who we are meeting for the first time through our training 
program. These new people have been most impressive. I 
have heard many compliments from the central office 
staff involved in the training of these personnel. That is 
great, and we are looking forward to seeing them come 
back again for additional training. 

Michael N. Hunt 
Training Coordinator 

Maintenance Segment, Phase D Class, March 7, 1990. Ranger and Interpreter Segment, Phase B, February I, 
1990. 

Management Development Segment, Phase B, Feb
ruary 28, 1990. 

Ranger Segment, Phase D, February 21, 1990. 
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DISTRICT NEWS 

DISTRICT I 

District I 
Park Superintendents and 
Assistant Superintendents 

Photograph taken at Superintendents' Conference. 

Left to Right: Ray Stevens, Edisto Beach, Sup't.; 
Thomas Raynor, Huntington Beach, Ass't. Sup't.; 
Robert Mitchell, Hampton Plantation, Sup't.; Marshall 
West, Hunting Island, Sup't.; James Graham, Colleton, 
Sup't.; Mac Copeland, Huntington Beach, Sup't.; Rena 
Riddle, Myrtle Beach, Ass't. Sup't.; Janson Cox, Charles 
Towne Landing, Expo Park Mgr.; Robert Turner, Myrtle 
Beach, Sup't.; Charles Cum bee, Old Dorchester, Sup't.; 
Glen Farr, Givhans Ferry, Sup't.; Jerry Price, Rivers 
Bridge, Sup't.; James Christie, Hunting Island, Ass't. 
Sup't.; and Larry Duncan, District I Sup't. 
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DISTRICT NEWS (Continued) 

It's been six long months trying to undo what a 
storm called "Hugo" did in one night! Six months of hard 
work by district employees performing debris removal 
tasks that are not part of their normal duties. Six months 
of yearning for their parks to return to normal operation. 
Opening dates for several parks have been backed up 
due to an excessive amount of work yet to be done. 

Despite the hardships, successes have been many. 
Thanks to the work and cooperation of Columbia staff 
members, the maintenance crew, Service and Supply 
personnel, and others, the parks hit hardest by the 
hurricane are looking like parks once again. Heavy visita
tion is already being seen at Myrtle Beach and Hunting
ton Beach. Facilities at all parks have been repaired and 
rebuilt. 

Spring of 1990 is not as green as previous springs along 
the northern coast of South Carolina. Many trees at both 
Huntington and Myrtle Beach have been lost due to salt 
contamination brought in by Hugo's storm surge. These 
trees that survived the hurricane's winds on the night of 
September 21st now become prime examples of the 
residual effects of such a storm. Logging operations had 
to be reactivated at Huntington Beach to ensure visitor 
safety and reduce the threat of fire. We're hoping that 
some of the hardwoods affected will make a comeback, 
but at this writing few new leaves are apparent. We will be 
back, but we'll look different for quite a while. 

COLLETON 
Welcome to new Park Superintendent Greg 

Hanna, wife Becky, and son Brandon. Greg comes to us 
from Croft State Park where he served as a Ranger III. 
Best of luck to Jim Graham in his new position as 
Superintendent of N. R. Goodale. I'd also like to welcome 
Ranger Joey Craven. Joey is a Clemson RPA graduate 
who has A-II experience at both Charles Towne Landing 
and Hunting Island. Both Greg and Joey are to be 
commended for their work in putting on the first annual 
fishing tournament on April 7th. Plans are already being 
made for next year. 

CHARLES TOWNE LANDING 
^)ebris removal and cleanup of the park up to this 

point have been done solely by the park crews with help 
from J. R. Altman and the maintenance crew. Except for 
pine stumps and hanging limbs, most of the park areas 
appear ready to open. Contractors begin this week 
clearing debris along the entrance road and removing the 
many dangerous hanging limbs throughout the property. 
New fencing and new bridges have been constructed in 
the animal forest. Residences and other buildings have 
been repaired. A new transportation center building has 
been built by both park and maintenance crew person
nel. We hope to open in June. 

EDISTO BEACH 
Thanks to Ray Stevens and other members of the 

park's staff for helping with Hugo cleanup on other 
district parks. The park has a new crabbing dock in the 
cabin area which is a big improvement over the old dock. 
The office/gift shop and barracks building looks great 
with repaired siding and new paint. Congratulations to 
Ray as he moves to accept the Superintendent position at 
Huntington Beach and welcome to new Superintendent 
Mike Spivey. 

GIVHANS FERRY 
Thanks to much help from the maintenance crew, 

shelter I has been rebuilt, shelter II has been repaired, the 
damaged cabins have been repaired, and repairs to other 
buildings are complete. The park crew along with three 
JTPA workers have made tremendous progress in 
cutting, hauling, stacking, and burning debris left by 
Hugo. Contractors will be moving in soon to remove 
hanging limbs, large trees, and stumps which require the 
use of heavy equipment. 

HAMPTON PLANTATION 
Bob Mitchell and Joe Anderson, with help from 

the staff at Myrtle Beach State Park, have much of the 
park ready to open. Contractors have moved in to 
complete the remaining tree work. The park pump house 
has been rebuilt and now complements the mansion. 
Believe me, this is a big improvement. 

HUNTINGTON ISLAND 
Several maintenance projects are completed in the 

park cabins this winter. Plans are underway to relocate 
cabins #2 and #3 later this spring due to severe beach 
erosion. Congratulations to Danny Mallard as he be
comes the new Assistant Superintendent at the park. 
Spring high tides and northeast winds have the park crew 
once again rebuilding boardwalks and steps. 

HUNTINGTON BEACH 
^>est wishes to Superintendent Mac Copeland and 

family as they move to Keowee Toxaway State Park. 
Thanks to the park and maintnenace crew for their work 
in getting the park campgrounds and picnic areas ready 
once again to open for the public. A temporary office, 
restroom, and retail sales buildings have been ordered 
and should be in operation by summer. 
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LAKE WARREN 
^)istrict I's new park is due to open this spring. 

Superintendent James Christie and Ranger Robert Wig
gins are on site and getting the grounds ready for opening 
day. Work is still in progress on the community building. 
Park residences, a maintenance building, day use rest-
room, and three picnic shelters are complete. 

MYRTLE BEACH 
Thanks to the efforts of many, Myrtle Beach is 

looking good! The new entrance has been landscaped 
and will open for use soon. The pier office/retail sales 
area is being repaired and readied for the season. Special 
thanks to all the members of the maintnenace crew who 
have worked alongside the park crew in getting this park 
back in shape. Plans are now being made to start a 
recycling program on the park this spring. Aluminum 
cans and glass will be collected for recycling. 

OLD DORCHESTER 
We,I , Charles and Poll have done all they can do! 

It's now left to contractors to remove the huge stumps 
and trunks that remain. Contractors will also be remov
ing the many hanging limbs. A new metal roof has been 
installed on the interpretive building by the park crew. 

RIVERS BRIDGE 
Welcome to new Ranger II C. B. Finger. C. B. 

comes from Charles Towne Landing where he served 
aboard the sailing vessel "Adventure." The park crew 
and Dan Bell, historic site coordinator, should be com
mended for their work in planning and putting on 
February's encampment. The event, which included 
skirmishes between Confederate and Union troops, 
enjoyed the most success of any program on the park in 
recent history. If you've never heard and felt the vibra
tions of black powder cannons, you should plan on 
attending next year's event. 

Larry W. Duncan 
District I Superintendent 

CHARLES TOWNE 
LANDING 

In spite of extensive tree loss, spring at Charles 
Towne Landing was a beautiful sight. Just as Mother 
Nature unleashed her fury last September, she lovingly 
embraced us this March and April with the return of long 
absent greenery in the form of grass and leaves and an 
abundance of flowers, dogwoods, wisteria, and azaleas. 

Usually at this point we are reporting on the 
numbers of school groups and company picnics which 
have become a daily part of the season. However, this 
year's story is much quieter. In fact, with the exception of 
several hundred curious and faithful who joined us for 
Easter Sunrise Services on Sunday, the only humans to 
witness the spring season have been the park employees 
and a dedicated group of volunteers. 

While sometimes it seems that virtually nothing is 
happening, the truth is that the amount of work already 
completed in this endless task of rebuilding is staggering. 
It would be impossible to list the efforts devoted to the 
actual physical laboring to clean the various areas of the 
park. Very recognizable are the new construction in the 
Animal Forest and Transportation Center. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of 
you who have become at least a temporary part of our 
daily lives during this reconstruction period. If we leave 
anyone out please know that it is because our memories 
are not as long as our list of needs nor as deep as our 
sense of appreciation. "Thank You—Don Holloway, 
Donald Schumpert, David Gillespie, Jimmy Creech, 

Wayne Schumpert, Oscar Kelly, Lawrence Walters, J. R. 
Altman, Marshall West and the Hunting Island crew, 
Danny Mallard, Rydell Bligen, Francell Watson, James 
Summers, Kurt Becht, Jim Work, Larry Duncan, all of 
the Columbia Office staff who have helped in one way or 
another, and Mr. Harrison for the recently-received 
HUGO pins. 

Robert M. Badger 
Business Associate II 

COLLETON 
Hello everyone from Colleton State Park! It's hard 

to believe, but Spring is here and has been for some time. 
I don't ever remember seeing dogwoods and azaleas 
blooming in February and March but they did this year. 
The blooming of all the dogwoods throughout the woods 
here seemed to wake the place up. They were as pretty as 
I ever remember seeing them. 

Since the last issue of "Park Lites," Colleton has 
seen a complete face lift in personnel. Ricky Robertson 
was promoted to Ranger II at Barnwell and was replaced 
by Joey Craven. Joey is a local, being from Walterboro, 
and has taken a big interest in promoting the park locally. 
Superintendent Jim Graham was promoted as well. Jim 
is now at N.R. Goodale State Park in Camden, and I 
replaced him here. My wife Becky and I are both from 
Walterboro so this was a move back home for us and we 
are very happy to be here. I would like to thank District 
Superintendent Larry Duncan for making my transition 
from Croft to Colleton a smooth one. I am looking 
forward to working in his district. 

SUMMER 1990 15 



DISTRICT NEWS (Continued) 

Park use here at Colleton is on an incline. Camping 
has been great so far, partly due to Givhans Ferry being 
closed, but we are happy-to see the crowds. Day use 
visitors are also starting to use the park more and more. 
With the beautiful weather we have had, who could 
blame them! 

My biggest surprise here has been the the number of 
canoeists coming to canoe down the Edisto River. 1 had 
no idea this was a popular a sport as it is. I even made my 
first trip recently and had a blast. I plan to go again as 
soon as I have some free time. I recommend canoeing to 
everyone, at least once. 

Preparations are well under way for this year's 
"Riverfest." We are expecting bigger crowds and more 
canoe trips this year than ever before. The workshops 
are all set and should be a huge success also. Anyone 
who has time off on June 9th and 10th should make plans 
to attend this year's event. It will be well worth your 
efforts. 

Well, I guess that is about it from the lowcountry for 
this time. If any of you come by this way, please stop by. 
We will be glad to have you. 

Greg Hanna 
Superintendent 

EDISTO BEACH 
Spring has arrived on the beach! The azaleas are 

blooming, the birds are singing and people are every
where. 

After the past fall and winter we had, everyone is 
glad to see Spring and the beauty it brings. Our camping 
is up over last year and so is our revenue, and 1 believe it's 
because people are needing to get out for a change after 
last year's hurricane. I seem to be getting more compli
ments on the park's appearance from our guests this 
year. 

I hope that anytime you are in the area you will come 
by to visit Edisto and find the beauty and peaceful 
atmosphere the park has to offer. 

This article for Park Lites has turned out to be my 
last writing from Edisto Beach and by the time you read 
this I will have moved to Huntington Beach State Park. 

Working at Edisto for almost six years as Superinten
dent and three years as a Ranger, I can look back and see 
how much I have learned. This park has so much to offer 
staff members in learning the administration, operations, 
maintenance and interpretation of the park system. The 
park offers the visitor as much or more as it offers the 
staff members. Edisto gives me memories of nine good 
years. 

I would like to thank all the staff for their support, 
dedication and hard work that they gave to the park and 
to me as Superintendent. 

I have always considered you more than employees. 
I have considered you as family and friends. 

Ray T. Stevens, 
Superintendent 

GIVHANS FERRY 
Spring is here and the wild flowers, trees and green 

grass have never been more beautiful! Hugo ravaged this 
park, however even a storm that terrible could not stop 
the green leaves of summer from returning at their 
appointed time. 

We have all worked hard to try to get the park ready 
to reopen. The park itself looks far better than we could 
have ever imagined six months ago. Most of the debris 
that we could remove by hand and truck or tractor has 
been cleaned up; however, there are still many danger
ous tree tops and limbs hanging from the trees that make 
it unsafe to reopen at this time. 

I would like to thank my park staff and the JTPA 
Hugo Cleanup Crew for all their devotion to the park and 
their very very hard work. I am extremely proud of them 
and the job we did getting Givhans Ferry put back 
together. 

Ranger II Moody Walters, Park Technician Donnie 
Creel, Supplemental Bonnie Walters, JTPA "Hugo Bust
ers" Elaine Farr, Sharon Davidson and Iva Muckenfuss 
are all to be commended for a job well done. 

The shad season has been real good this year and 
Moody and Edward Carter have just about stocked all 
our freezers. I'm waiting for the catfish to start biting. The 
Edisto River has apparently recovered fully from Hugo's 
wrath. 

I would like to thank the Columbia Office staff for 
their assistance the past few months, especially with 
JTPA. Thanks, Jan and Roger, District I Superintendent 
Larry Duncan, Jim Work and Kurt Becht and Master 
Craftsmen Bob Parrish, Roy Atkinson, Don Holloway, 
Don Schumpert, Wayne Schumpert and Jimmy Creech. 

A few weeks after Hugo I said that I would not ride 
out another hurricane, however, I have thought it over 
and have decided that if (God forbid) a future hurricane 
comes our way, I'll stay here at the park. If other members 
of the staff want to leave that is fine. I'll just say "Hugo, I'll 
stay here!" You all come and may God bless. 

Glenn Farr 
Superintendent 

HAMPTON PLANTATION 
Though the work continues, we have made great 

progress in restoring the plantation to the normal opera
tions of a safe and attractive state park (many thanks to 
the helping hands!). 

The burst of plant and animal activity which comes 
with the arrival of spring has rewarded our labors as we 
anticipate a late spring opening. 

During our closed months we have experienced a 
February 15th fire, the return of nesting barred owls to 
old haunts, eye-opening encounters with feral pigs, the 
establishment of a wild flower management area, and 
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both the understanding and frustration of a touring 
public. 

As witnessed, spring is a season rich with abun
dance. In nature, it is a time for building strength and 
storing energy for whatever may come. In this very way 
we at Hampton are preparing to again receive and host its 
many visitors, to continue productive relationships with 
local communities and organizations, and to work to
ward the re-impoundment of a rice field, live oak manage
ment, a Wambaw boat dock, house exhibits, and an array 
of programs. 

If you are visiting the lowcountry, please accept our 
invitation to Southern hospitality. 

Joe Anderson 
Park Interpreter 

HUNTING ISLAND 
C^hange. For thousands of years it has been the 

norm on Hunting Island and today it continues to be no 
different. Recent high tides continue to erode the island 
and produce drastic effects. Some locations on the beach 
lose at least 5 to 10 feet of upland every year. This spring 
boardwalks have continued to be washed away while the 
ocean has come within several feet of some of our rental 
cabins. 

Park visitors often remark that they can't believe 
how much the island has changed in just a few years' 
time. Much of this erosional change is a natural process 
caused by powerful tidal forces in St. Helena Sound. The 
gradual rise in sea level also contributes significantly to 
erosion here as well as around the world. 

Barrier islands like Hunting Island do not comform 
well to man's concept of land. Over periods of time these 
thin forest-covered ribbons of sand will grow, erode and 
sift their positions along the coast. These changes often 
prove difficult for us to relate to, but they are an intricate 
part of the coastal environment. 

Other significant changes have also recently oc-
cured on Hunting Island. Danny Mallard was promoted 
from our Ranger III to Assistant Superintendent. Danny 
filled a position left by James Cristie, who assumed the 
duties of Superintendent at our newest park, Lake 
Warren. Skip Mercer recently left the system in order to 
start a new career as an EMT with Beaufort County. 
Good luck to all three with their new positions. I guess the 
old saying still holds true, "nothing is constant but 
change." 

Terence E. Seidel 
Park Naturalist 

HUNTINGTON BEACH 
Dedicated to "Big Mac" 

Well , Spring is definitely here and personally, I am 
glad to see it. As Spring brings signs of freshness and 

renewal we at Hungington are all looking forward to 
seeing some new things at our park. 

In the last issue of Park Lites, I said it was the hardest 
I'd written since writing for the publication. Well, this is 
the second hardest, so I may retire my pencil after this 
one! 

As of March 27,1990, Mac Copeland, our Superinten
dent of 11 years, is no longer with us. He didn't expire or 
anything quite that drastic, but just transferred to 
Keowee-Toxaway State Park. Well, our loss is their gain! 
Mac was not only our "Boss," he was our friend. We did 
not work for him, but with him. I personally would like to 
say "Thanks" for all that I learned from him about 
operating a state park. Mac was an asset to Huntington 
Beach, as I am sure he will be to Keowee-Toxaway or any 
other park in the system. To Mac we wish all the best and 
always know that those of us you left behind will always 
remember you. Good luck up there in those mountains 
and we will miss you. We would also like to extend to you 
a personal invitation to work the Art Festival, so mark it 
on your calendar. 

When one leaves that means we are getting a "New 
Boss," so we would like to extend a warm welcome to Mr. 
Ray Stevens and his family who joined us on the 17th of 
April. We look forward to working with Ray and helping 
him adjust to the rat race of Huntington in any way that 
we can. 

This season is going to be very different for all of us at 
Huntington with not only a new boss, but hopefully a new 
store and some type of concession. We hope to have 
temporary services in operation before the real crowds 
get here, which will help us to better serve our patrons 
until new buildings are built. There is light at the end of 
the tunnel (somewhere) and we are all trying to "Accentu
ate the Positive," as things start to happen. 

Although our naturalist Julie Finlayson is not present
ly on the payroll, she is still a big part of Huntington and 
we would like to extend our gratitude for helping with 
several projects as a State Park "Volunteer." The Christ
mas Tree project has helped to begin rebuilding our 
dunes. Just this past Sunday, Julie and lots of volunteers 
worked diligently on the Tern nesting area. Thanks also to 
Chris, JoAnna, and Melvin who worked on the project 
also. 

From all of us at Huntington, keep smiling and keep a 
song in your heart. 

Tricia Kirton 
Clerical Specialist 

LAKE WARREN 
^ly family is really enjoying this new park in 

Hampton. The facilities are wonderful and the park is 
never ending. This 422-acre park is located beside a 
popular 400+ acre fishing lake. The local people are 
extremely friendly and very anxious for our projected 
May first opening. We have hired our Ranger I, Robert 
Wiggins, and he is eager to begin his work here on this 
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DISTRICT NEWS (Continued) 

park. His wife is also enthusiastic about their move to this 
park. Welcome to this new park, Mr. and Mrs. Wiggins. 

Our facilities are designed to be low maintenance 
buildings. The residences have vinyl siding and the 
restroom is textured concrete block. We also have a nice 
shop and a community building. The community building 
and three picnic shelters will be our revenue-producing 
areas. We are looking forward to the park opening and 
the public enjoying these fine facilities. 

James A. Christie 
Superintendent 

MYRTLE BEACH 
Spring came early to the park this year despite our 

15" of snow at Christmas! Temperatures still can't decide 
whether to be summerlike or a little on the chilly side. 
Despite the changing temperatures, our spring wild-
flowers are flourishing throughout the park. Mayapple, 
Atamasco Lillies, Yellow Jessamine, and Red Buckeye 
are just a few of the flowers blooming. 

Work on the new entrance road has almost been 
completed. Landscaping around the entrance gate and 
all along the road has added a beautiful touch to the new 
drive into the park. Our new sign has been erected at the 
entrance, and as soon as the guardhouse is completed, 
the sign will be unveiled and the new entrance opened. 

Thanks to the dedicated work of Donald Schupert, 
Don Holloway, Roy Atkinson, and Robert Parrish, under 
the direction of Jim Work and Kurt Becht, the pier 
building is receiving a face lift from its hurricane damage. 
We were able to move into our renovated office at the end 
of March. Work on the concession area continues, and 
we expect to open that area soon. 

Our sand dunes have also received a much needed 
face lift! In April, the Soil Conservation Service with the 
aid of FEMA, planted the berm line with beach grass and 
panic grass. Drift fencing was placed along the top of the 
berm to further stabilize the shifting sand. This follows up 
our Christmas Tree project to renourish the dunes in 
January. Many of these trees have already been com
pletely covered with sand! Signs requesting visitors to 
use the designated walkways and to keep off the dunes 
have been posted all along the beachfront. At this time 
the park maintenance crew has rebuilt one boardwalk to 
the beach. (All of the boardwalks were destroyed during 
the hurricane). The rest of the boardwalks will be 
contracted out. Walkways are now marked with flagging 
tape to direct visitors to the beach. 

The entire staff has been working as fast and hard as 
they can to keep up with moving, the new entrance, 
working on the pier building, and getting the park ready 
for our summer visitors. We have one new addition to our 
staff. Elmer Baughman started work in December as a 
Park Technician. 

Park programs have had a very successful winter 
and spring season. Besides numerous school groups 
visiting the park, we've had excellent turnouts for all of 

the programs. Nature Explorer Saturdays and the Sen
iors Nature Hour filled up as soon as they were publi
cized. Our Earth Day 1990 celebration was a tremendous 
undertaking. It involved over 50 different organizations, 
all working together to increase public awareness about 
environmental problems and what they can do to help 
ensure the safety of our planet. In February our Natural
ist, Stuart Dudley, was awarded the Waccamaw chapter 
of Wildlife Action's Education Award for 1989. Congratu
lations, Stuart! 

We're looking forward to a busy summer season. 
Our campground is already busier than in years past. It 
certainly looks like Hurricane Hugo is not going to keep 
our visitors away after all! 

Robert J. Turner 
Park Superintendent 

OLD DORCHESTER 
Pieces of our Past 

Old Dorchester State Park is the site of the town 
of Dorchester, a colonial town of about three hundred 
people. It dates back to 1696, and was once the third 
largest settlement in South Carolina. We can only 
imagine the activities and lifestyles of the people who 
once lived here. In its day, it must have bustled with 
activity. Today, it stands silent, as a memorial to the 
people who lived and toiled here. 

Until September 21, 1989, we could only speculate 
and imagine how the people of Dorchester carved an 
existence out of the South Carolina wilderness. We know 
the names of a few settlers, but can only imagine their 
way of life. Dan Bell, our District I Historical Resource 
Coordinator, has been researching estate deeds and 
wills, and other written resources concerning the town of 
Dorchester, Fort Dorchester, St. George's Parish, and 
the people of Dorchester. We know where some of these 
people lived, and are starting to put together a brief 
scenario of their daily life. Aside from written documenta
tion, our understanding of these people is still incom
plete. 

And then, along came a storm called Hugo-
Last September, Hurricane Hugo ravaged the South 

Carolina Lowcountry. Old Dorchester State Park was 
directly in its path. The park staff thought we would never 
be able to piece everything back together again. But 
slowly, everything has been coming back together. The 
forest canopy returned as if nothing had ever happened. 
It is really amazing how Mother Nature can rejuvenate 
herself. 

Part of our work is to conduct a preliminary survey 
of the park, checking every tree that was pushed over. 
Rootballs had to be examined for exposed artifacts and 
foundations. If we found anything, the site would be left 
untouched and mapped for PRT's Archeologist, Donnie 
Barker. Donnie would then conduct an archaeological 
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dig if he thought it necessary. He may be one of the only 
archeologists to conduct an archeological dig on the 
rootball of a tree. By the time Donnie is finished, we will 
have information which will complement Dan Bell's work. 
As a result, we will have a much better picture of the town 
of Dorchester, and the life of its inhabitants. 

All of this hard work will not only enable us to build a 
strong historic interpretive program for the park, but it 
will also help us in directing further archeological re
search. Old Dorchester is a beautiful park where nature 
is alive once again, but it is also a historic site which, 
because of Hugo is starting to reveal pieces of her past for 
all of us to share. This storm may have hurt us, but it is 
also helping us understand something about our past. 

Poll Knowland 
Ranger 

RIVERS BRIDGE 
Spring has come to Rivers Bridge, the dogwoods 

are in bloom, pollen fills the air and the grass is growing. 
In February of this year my wife Linda and I and our 

two cats moved into the ranger's residence, arriving just 
in time to participate in the 125th anniversary of the 
Battle of Rivers Bridge. Aproximately 200 re-enactors 
from Georgia, South Carolina and North Carolina partici
pated in an authentic civil war encampment and battle 
complete with muskets, marching, cannons firing, and 
"Yankees." 

Thanks to Glenn Farr, Elaine Farr, Billy Callahan, 
Joe Evena, and Dan Bell for their individual help with 
consessions, parking, ticket sales and advertising, the 
weekend was a huge success. 

We have had more campers and camping clubs in 
the campground due to the mild winter and good 
weather. However, we can always use a few more, so if 
anybody out there has more campers than you need, 
please send them to Rivers Bridge. 

C. B. Finger 
Ranger II 

COASTAL STATE PARKS 
INCLUDED IN DUNE 

RESTORATION 
PROGRAM 

^^yrtle Beach and Huntington Beach state parks 
have been included in a restoration program to rebuild 
dunes along the coast. 

The re-nourishment project is a joint effort between 
the U.S. Soil and Conservation Service and the S.C. 
Coastal Council. The project involves 55 miles of coast
line in Charleston, Georgetown and Horry counties that 
were damaged as a result of Hurricane Hugo. 

Irvin Pitts, a resource management biologist with the 
S.C. Division of State Parks, says that the primary 
purpose of the project is to stabilize the artificial dunes 
that were erected following last year's September hurri
cane by planting dune vegetation. A combination of 
American beach grass, sea oats and coastal panic grass 
has been planted along the affected areas. 

"The quick-growing American beach grass and 
panic grass are good 'dune starter' plants," Pitts said. 
"These will initially stabilize the drifting sand and the 
slower-growing sea oats will eventually become estab
lished as the dominant vegetation." 

It will be at least a year before the newly-planted 
vegetation becomes established enough to work effective
ly. Officials caution, however, that the plants may not be 
visible enough during the coming peak season to prevent 
park visitors from trampling on them. Pitts said sand 
fences have been placed in some areas of Myrtle Beach 
and Huntington Beach state parks to help accumulate 
sand and to direct foot traffic. Park officials are also 
encouraging visitors to use established walkways. 

Scenes from Civil War re-enactment at Rivers Bridge State Park. 

S U M M E R  1 9 9 0  
19 



DISTRICT NEWS (Continued) 

A jug fragment and root ball at Old Dorchester. The 
site iuas uncovered by Hurricane Hugo. 

Cabin area at Givhans Ferry State Park after clearing 
of debris left by Hurricane Hugo. 

New entrance sign at Myrtle Beach State Park. Interior renovations underway at former Myrtle Beach 
pier entrance/store damaged by Hurricane Hugo. 
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Roofing of Colleton comfort station. New crabbing dock at Edisto Beach. 
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DISTRICT NEWS (Continued) 

DISTRICT II 

District II 
Park Superintendents and 
Assistant Superintendents 

Photograph taken at Superintendents' Conference. 

Left to Right: Harold Pate, Lynches Riuer, Sup't.; 
Dennis Hart, Woods Bay, Sup't.; Mike Spivey, Santee, 
Ass't. Sup't.; Brian Hart, Little Pee Dee, Sup't.; James 
Graham, N. R. Goodale, Sup't.; Gene Cobb, Redcliffe, 
Sup't.; Bonnie Lewis, Cheraw, Ass't. Sup't.; Phil Gaines, 
Santee, Sup't.; Moody Walters, Jr., Aiken, Sup'f.; Ed 
Nesbitt, Old Santee Canal, Sup't.; Larry Adair, Cheraw, 
Sup't.; Homer Stanton, Barnwell, Sup't.; Mary Crockett, 
Poinsett, Sup't.; Van Stickles, District IISup't.; and Mike 
Mathis, Lee, Sup't. 
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1 hank you for the hard work and dedication you 
have shown during the past six months in the recovery 
from Hurricane Hugo. Spring visitors to our parks have 
been asking if the storm even came through here. Many 
areas are back to "normal" and others are shaping up. All 
District II parks have reopened and spring visitation has 
been above average. I have recently received complimen
tary letters from park visitors concerning good service by 
our staff. This proves to me that even when faced with a 
monumental task, we have not lost sight of our main 
purpose, to serve well the many visitors to our parks. 

This year may be known as the "project" year as we 
now must pick up with last year's projects that were 
cancelled due to the storm along with the new projects 
for this year. 

In closing, 1 want to wish Leonard Jones a speedy 
recovery, Dale Schoolfield a happy marriage, and a safe 
summer to all. 

Van A. Stickles 
District II Superintendent 

AIKEN 
There have been many changes at Aiken this past 

winter, beginning with a complete change of staff from 
the superintendent to the park technician position. We 
have all tried to come together as quickly as possible to 
make our new team a success. We are all learning and 
adapting to the Aiken way of life. 

Summer is just before us so we're trying to complete 
all those last minute details to prepare ourselves for the 
coming months. 

We are all looking forward to a busy and prosperous 
season. 

Moody P. Walters, Jr. 
Superintendent 

BARNWELL 
(greetings from Barnwell State Park! Spring has 

already sprung, maybe too soon. All of the fully bloomed 
azaleas, dogwoods, and wisteria which were so abundant 
a short time ago have left us with the arrival of Easter. 

We hope that everybody has rebounded well from 
Hugo and is ready for the busy time ahead. Here at 
Barnwell, the community building is booked every week
end until late fall and the cabins are also heavily booked. 
The most pleasant surprise here has been the increase in 
camping. We are starting to get camping clubs and repeat 
business which have really perked things up. Now I will let 
you in on a little secret, the big fish are biting, well that's 
the rumor anyway. Going back to the Community 
Building, we recently finished roofing it and putting 
polyurethane on the floors, both of which added a nice 
touch. We were also able to complete the quarry tile 

floors in the campgound restroom. However, the biggest 
improvement here has been the addition of a new pump. 
As many of you know, we have been having water 
problems, but hopefully the new pump will put an end to 
them. 

Since the last issue of "Park Lites," I've traded the 
Lowcountry for the Midlands, and the swift waters of the 
Edisto River for the still water of the park lakes. Things 
are great here at Barnwell and Rhonda, Steven and I are 
thrilled to be here. My thanks to Homer, Carroll, Floyd, 
and their families and to Van Stickles for making us feel 
welcome and helping with the transition, and to Larry 
Duncan and Jim Graham for the preparation process. 

In closing, stop by to see us if you are in the area. 
Maybe the fishing will still be biting! 

Rick Robinson 
Ranger 

CHERAW 
The new year at Cheraw began with an additional 

"staff" member, intern Lori Andrusko. Lori worked with 
me doing programs and resource management as well as 
continuing her research project on red-cockaded wood
peckers. 

Spring weather came early and the response to 
spring programs at Cheraw has been up. Seniors from 
across the Carolinas attended a four-day retreat here and 
participated in events such as canoe trips, firemaking 
skills and Senior Olympics. Also in March, 7-13 year old 
Nature Explorers got a hands-on chance to learn survival 
skills such as firemaking, shelterbuilding, and compass 
skills. A scheduled May canoe trip has been filled since 
mid-February. 

A Canadian plane and pilot, stationed for the season 
in Sumter, made several passes to pick up water at Lake 
Juniper on March 23 to be used on a fire at a Woodmen of 
the World camp south of the park. Throughout the fire 
season, the plane will use Lake Juniper as a water source 
when assisting fire crews in our area. 

Cheraw State Park made headline news on April 2 & 
3 at several local TV stations. A report of a plane going 
down on the park brought I local, county and state 
officials to the park to conduct a search and rescue. A 
special SLED helicopter searched the park from the air 
while park staff coordinated and searched from the 
ground. However, no plane was found on the park. 

The 5th Annual Palmetto Regetta is slated for May 5 
& 6. Fans of hydroplane racing will enjoy the high speed 
races around the tight one-mile course. Visibility is great 
from the beach and the dam. We hope for large crowds 
for this event and the entire summer season. 

The Waterfront training session for summer season
al staff will be held here on May 19 & 20. We look forward 
to seeing many of you here for that entertaining and 
educational event. Enjoy the "extra" hour of sunlight, and 
for now...happy trails! „ , T , 

Sondra Johnson 
Park Interpreter 
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State Park Superintendents' Conference 
Hickory Knob State Resort Park 

January 1990 
/ 

* Hart, Joe Hambright, Horace Craig, Arthur Rushton, Chris Hightower, John Lawrence, Todd Rexrode, 
Larry Duncan, Ted Williams, Ray Stevens, Don Ferguson, Steve Mcintosh, Mary Crockett, Rena Riddle, 
Bonnie Lewis, Charles Cumbee, Charles Harrison, Robert Turner, Ivry Moon, Mike Mathis, Jerry Price, 
James Christie, Charlie Parkman, Lew Cato, Ed Brown, Sondra McKinsey, and Ray Sisk. Not pictured: 
Brooks Jordan, Dana Sawyer. 

Left to Right: Jim Bynum, Mike Hunt, Marshall Wesf, Michael Clark, John Culbreth, Thomas Raynor, 
Moody Walters, Jr., Charles Rainey, Gerard Perry, Mike Spivey, Jim Graham, Andy Davis, Robert Mitchell, 
James Taylor, Phil Gaines, Harold Pate, Frank Couch, Keith Windham, George Gordon, Ed Nesbitt, Gene 
Cobb, Larry McPherson, Larry Adair, Van Stickles, Ed Frasier, Marshall Brucke, Mac Copeland, Mike 
Davidson, Dennis Hart, Janson Cox, Wayne Timms, Glenn Farr, Homer Stanton, Pete Davis, Rick Smith, Brian 
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DISTRICT NEWS (Continued) 

N. R. GOODALE 
Spring has arrived early this year. The flowers are 

blooming, the trees are budding, and the birds are 
singing. It's a beautiful time of the year. 

This winter has been time well spent with Hugo 
cleanup and giving the park a facelift. We've painted all 
the park signs and the rail fence at the bathhouse. We 
have also torn down the wooden stall partitions in the 
bathhouse restrooms and replaced them with hollow 
block partitions. 

On April 21, Union Camp's Eastover plant had 
another "Family Day" at Goodale. About one thousand 
employees and their families enjoyed a day at the park. 
We always look forward to their visit. 

Congratulations go out to Keith Windham on his 
promotion in January to Superintendent III at Croft State 
Park and to Jim G raham on his promotion to Superinten
dent II here at Goodale. I know both of these men will do 
an excellent job at their respective parks. 

If you are ever in the Camden area, please come out 
to Goodale for a visit, a round of golf, or a swim. Have a 
great summer! 

Robert Barefoot, Jr. 
Ranger II 

LITTLE PEE DEE 
^)n your mark, get set, GO! That's right, park 

people, the season is upon us again! It's time to open 
buildings, campgrounds, and water lines that were closed 
and hopefully not find too many problems. It's time to 
wake those lawnmowers and sling blades up from their 
long winter's nap. WINTER? Except for one week in 
December, was there really a winter? January and 
February were pretty warm for us. 

The mild winter did give us a chance to get a 
headstart on our spring cleaning and sprucing. We've 
been raking, mowing, planting shrubs, and working out 
all the "winter bugs," so we'll be ready to go full swing 
when the time comes. 

Spring is usually known for bringing things fresh and 
new with it. This spring is no different for it brought a new 
ranger. I'd like to welcome David and Cindy Senter from 
Redcliffe along with their kids Duchess and J.T. I wish 
them all the best as they settle in and adapt to life at Little 
Pee Dee. 

In an effort to try something new this year, we're 
presenting several programs to the public. One of the 
programs in May, the family canoe trip, has already met 
with such success that Sondra Johnson, Interpreter from 
Cheraw, and I are going to try to schedule it as a monthly 
program. Hopefully all of our programs will meet with a 
similar degree of success. 

In closing, I would like to commend the guys at 
Lynches River for the excellent job they did with their 

shrubbery landscaping. The park looks 100% better. Y'all 
come see us. 

Brian Hart 
Superintendent 

POINSETT 
It's that time of year again when flowers are 

blooming, the birds are singing, and people are sneezing. 
Yes, spring has returned to Poinsett, bringing with the 
promise of new life to replace some of that lost to Hugo. 
Things are finally getting back to normal here, due to a lot 
of help we have received. Without the men of the 
Wateree River Correctional Institute, the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, a bucket truck, and our own fine 
maintenance crew we wouldn't be open now, or even 
close to it. Our cabin area opened on December 8, but 
people were anxious to see and use the rest of the park. 
We finally re-opened the campground, day use area, and 
two of our five picnic shelters on February 24 and our 
visitation is picking up. The first weekend in March, we 
had over 300 people in the park, so things are returning to 
normal. We still have some work to do around Shelters 3, 
4, and 5, the Scout area, and the trails, but we have 
private contractors coming in to help with this. I've been 
busy helping with the cleanup, cleaning the Nature 
Center in preparation to re-open it, planning programs, 
and planning my wedding for March 31. Some of our 
spring programs included a wildflower walk by Professor 
John Logue of USC-Sumter on April 7. Is there a doctor 
in the woods? On April 14, more TV interviews in April, 
various off park programs, and, of course, Earth Day. 
We've got a pretty busy schedule going for the summer, 
including a Girl Scout Day Camp in June, and we hope 
that our visitation continues to rise. 

Everyone here is doing fine except for an occasional 
bout of hay fever, but isn't that just a part of spring? We 
hope that everyone has a safe and busy summer, and we 
invite you to stop by for a visit if you are in this part of the 
state. 

Dale Schoolfield 
Interpreter 

REDCLIFFE PLANTATION 
Spring time is here and soon the beautiful magno

lias of "Magnolia Lane" will begin to bloom, accentuating 
the natural beauty of Redcliffe Plantation State Park. 

Redcliffe has beome a highlight of the CSR A and has 
also drawn many tourists from around the world. During 
the Masters Golf Tournament there were visitors from 
Canada, Germany, Belgium, and various parts of the 
USA. All were very impressed with the beautiful grounds 
and the home itself. 

The month of April was highlighted by many Easter 
egg hunts from local schools, a sunrise service on Easter 
morning, and our annual "Heritage Day" on April 28. 

26 PARK LITES 



Other highlights for the upcoming summer season 
will be many weddings and receptions in which we here at 
Redcliffe are looking forward to helping the brides and 
grooms have a memorable event to remember and 
cherish for years to come. 

Redcliffe has been appropriated funds for several 
projects and we are very eager to begin work on the new 
projects. 

Have a happy, safe spring and summer! 
Gene Cobb 

Superintendent 

SANTEE 
While springtime brings its usual flowers, grass 

and new growth, this year she has performed special 
magic at Santee. The new growth has helped to hide the 
scars of the "Big Wind of September." Mother Nature 
heals herself very well and has made a big step forward to 
full recovery this spring. 

This spring has also brought record numbers of 
campers and picnickers to the park. The weekend of 
March 9 also brought over 700 Boy Scouts to Santee to 
assist in the cleanup efforts. Not only was much work 
accomplished, but several excellent educational pro
grams were also given by Kim Garrett, Kim Ehram, Maria 
Peter, Mary Seabrook and Mark Hilton. The programs 
were a big success and the scouts did an outstanding job. 
The weekend was a memorable experience for all 
involved. 

As summer draws near we look forward to fewer 
sounds of chain saws and more sounds from children 
playing and boaters enjoying Lake Marion. 

We would like to welcome some new members to 
the Santee family: Steve Ashley, who comes from 
Caesars Head as our new Ranger III, and Rodney Young, 
our new restaurant manager. 

A special "thank you" to the whole team at Santee 
for their outstanding work during this period. We now 
look forward with enthusiasm to the challenges ahead. 

Phil Gaines 
Superintendent 

Spring at Santee is a welcome sight! Wildflowers, 
grapevines and grasses are begining to cover over the 
bare spots that once supported trees. In addition to the 
new life, springtime has also brought 600 teachers and 
children to the park for field trips. Most of the classes 
have focused on the problems facing endangered spe
cies, and the solutions that can be tackled by young 
people. All of these programs were made possible with 
the help of our program volunteers who helped with 
activities, crafts and class management. 

Aside from programs, we have also undertaken 
some resource management projects to study purple 
martins, wood ducks and the endangered Red Cockaded 
woodpecker. To this date, we don't have purple martins 
nesting, but the wood duck nesting project has been very 
successful. The wood duck boxes are part of a study 
conducted by the South Carolina Wildlife and Marine 
Resources Department. The loss of cavity trees in 
wetland areas due to land use practices and Hugo has 
created some problems for the wood duck population. 
Man-made nest boxes will afford a ready-to-use site, and 
will allow park volunteers to collect data and monitor the 
population. 

In order to protect the population of Red Cockaded 
woodpeckers, two small areas have been cleared and 
four artifical nest boxes have been erected to offer the 
woodpecker its necessary habitat. Three cavities that 
were inactive in one area are now active again! Thanks 
again go to a group of volunteers who helped survey the 
park last year to locate these nesting sites. 

Maria Peter 
Interpreter 

WOODS BAY 
Greetings from "The Swamp." I hope that every

one has had a good winter season. We spent most of our 
time cleaning up after Hugo and doing what work 
projects we could. Everyone here had a great holiday 
season. 

We are now setting up programs for the rest of the 
year. Our early spring has brought out the people to see 
all the budding trees and flowers and it's really been 
pretty. It has also been a busy time for cutting grass. This 
is the first time since I've been with the parks that we cut 
grass in February! 

Stan Hutto has transferred to Caesars Head, and I 
wish him luck. He'll be missed. 

I would like to welcome Kathy Hodgman, who 
started in February. I've started her out with lots of 
painting, cutting grass and working on programs. 

For all of our parks who have their office phones at 
their houses, I would like to praise the wives and children 
who act as secretaries. I know my wife, Darlene and my 
son, O'Neal answer more calls about the park than I do, 
because most people don't call between 11 and 12. They 
have to learn just about everything the superintendent 
does when it comes to answering questions about the 
park,' programs, etc. I know that the rest of you are 
thankful as I am for their assistance. This is what makes 
park work a family affair. 

I hope all of you have a good and safe summer. 
Come to see us when you can. You're always welcome. 

May God bless and keep you. 
Dennis Hart 

Superintendent 
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DISTRICT NEWS (Continued) 

Plane picking up water at Cheraw's lake to use in 
fighting forest fires. 

Bucket truck work at Poinsett. 

Redcliffe Plantation in late winter. 

Robert Morris (center), holds award presented to him 
at the PRT Commission meeting in Sumter on May 10. 
Robert was one of six seasonal state park employees 
honored for outstanding service during the summer of 
1989. Pictured with Morris are Poinsett Superintendent 
Mary Crockett and District II Superintendent Van 
Stickles. 
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DISTRICT NEWS (Continued) 

Shelter building at the Boy Scout Camporee held at 
Santee this spring. 

Kim Ehrman (right), Interpretive Coordinator from the 
Columbia office, conducts a program at the Santee Boy 
Scout Camporee. 

Mary Seabrook (right), Interpreter at Old Santee 
Canal, leads a discussion during the Santee Boy Scout 
Camporee. 

30 

Santee Interpreter Maria Peter checks for nesting 
activity in a wood duck box. 

Santee Interpreter Maria Peter and her husband 
Kevin were presented a "Take Pride In America" state 
recognition award for their "Tread Lightly Upon the 
Earth" program held at Santee State Park. 
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DISTRICT III 

District III 
Park Superintendents and 
Assistant Superintendents 

Photograph taken at Superintendents' Conference. 

Left to Right: Larry McPherson, Jones Gap, Sup't.; 
Keith Windham, Croft, Sup't.; Gerard Perry, Lake 
Hartwell, Sup't.; James Bynum, Oconee, Ass't. Sup't.; 
John Culbreth, Caesars Head, Sup't.; Pete Davis, Paris 
Mountain, Sup't.; Andy Davis, Oconee, Sup't.; Donald 
Ferguson, Keowee-Toxaway, Sup't.; Chris Hightower, 
Rose Hill, Sup't.; Sandra McKinsey, Table Rock, Ass't. 
Sup't.; Joe Hambright, Table Rock, Sup't.; and Horace 
Craig, District III Sup't. Not pictured: Brooks Jordan, 
Sadlers Creek, Sup't. 



DISTRICT NEWS (Continued) 

W«« , spring is here once again and all the District 
III parks are scurrying to get ready for summer. 

Seven of the last Fridays have been rainy but 
attendance has held up quite well due to the unusually 
warm temperature. 

The in-service Search and Rescue training held at 
Table Rock in March seemed to be a success with a mock 
search concluding the training on Friday. If you were not 
there, you have no idea how hard it rained during the 
Friday search. The five three-person search teams, as 
well as the people running the Command Post, did an 
excellent job in spite of the poor conditions to prove that 
South Carolina state park personnel are truly profession
als. 

Most work projects were put on hold last October, 
but for those parks that had materials on hand before the 
cut-off, many projects were completed. Roofing at 
Oconee and Table Rock as well as a new handicapped 
walk at Oconee were some of the projects completed. A 
new entrance sign designed, built, painted and erected by 
the Lake Hartwell staff is another of the projects com
pleted this winter. 

On behalf of the district, I want to welcome and 
congratulate Keith Windham upon his promotion to 
Superintendent at Croft, and welcome Mac Copeland to 
Keowee-Toxaway. I am sure these men and their families 
will enjoy their new duty stations in "God's Country." If 
you have any doubts, just ask Jones Gap Superintendent 
Larry McPherson. He says, "It's a different world, 
Horace. It's a different world." 

I would like to welcome all the other new and 
promoted employees to the District family and I am 
certain you will enjoy your work. 

Ray Hayes retired January 1,1990 and he and Mrs. 
Hayes will certainly be missed at Croft. The last time I 
saw them, they looked "great!" I certainly hope I do as 
well whenever I retire. 

If you are up this way, please stop by for a visit. 
Horace W. Craig 

District III Superintendent 

CAESARS HEAD 
There are new faces at Caesars Head these days. I, 

Stan Hutto, former Park Interpreter at Woods Bay, am 
the new Park Interpreter here at Caesars Head. The 
mountains are a big change from the Woods Bay Cypress 
Swamp, but I'm having the time of my life adjusting. I've 
been working hard walking all 28 miles of trails on the 
park. 

Next there's Michele White, our new Ranger II. 
Michele was the former Ranger I at Dreher Island. She's 
been keeping the store hopping as well as making a great 
hiking companion. 

Congratulations are in order for Sherry Batson, who 
passed her Real Estate Exam. We're going to miss her but 

wish her the best in her new career. Rita and Kaye are still 
keeping the store and John under control; I think the 
store is the easy part. Scotty is keeping the park clean as 
ever. 

I would like to thank the crew at Jones Gap, (Larry 
McPhearson, Brian Norris, and Rolan Green) for all their 
help with the new trail system. 

Stan Hutto 
Park Interpreter 

(Since this report was written, Stan packed his bags and 
headed to Columbia, where he accepted the position of 
Biologist with the Resource Management Section. Ed.) 

CROFT 
^Jreetings from Croft! There have been more than 

a few changes here since the last issue of "Park Lites." 
First was the retirement of superintendent Ray Hayes in 
January. Ray and Helen live only a few miles from the 
park so we are able to keep in touch. Next came the 
promotion of Ranger III Greg Hanna to Superintendent I 
at Colleton. We wish the best to Greg and his family. 
Then one of our supplementals, Joby Pitts, was pro
moted to Ranger I at Redcliffe Plantation. We all extend 
best wishes to Joby for a long and rewarding career with 
the parks. 

Now to welcome all the new faces to the park. 
Congratulations to Richard Bishop as our new Ranger III 
at Croft. Richard, Margie and their children came to us 
from Andrew Jackson. I'm sure by the time you read this 
they will be all settled in and very familiar with the park 
and Spartanburg County. I'm looking forward to working 
with Richard and know he will be a valuable asset to the 
operations here. I also want to welcome Mike Green as 
our new supplemental. Mike is from Spartanburg and is 
quickly learning the ropes here at Croft. Mike is a hard 
worker and we're glad to have him with us. Now that I've 
told you about all the changes...wait a minute! I almost 
forgot! Since the last issue of "Park Lites," I'm new, too! I 
was so busy telling you about all the changes for everyone 
else I forgot to mention that I arrived in mid-January to 
replace Ray as the new Superintendent. Needless to say, 
I hit the ground running and I don't see the pace slowing 
up until after Labor Day. This is a busy park and we hope 
to make it even busier. My wife Susan and I would like to 
thank Mr. Craig, Charles, Jeff, Scott, Greg and Joby for 
all their help in getting settled into our house and the 
park. I was fortunate to have a great staff when I arrived. 
The extra assistance offered by Charles, Jeff and Scott 
during the two months we were shorthanded is especially 
appreciated. 

Our monthly horse shows resumed in February 
after their winter break and the crowds are bigger than 
ever. We are working on some new ideas to increase the 
use of our show ring and stables. The campground has 
been busy with camping clubs and Scout outings. The 
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fishermen are ready to fish at dawn with many catching 
their limit of bass and crappie. 

We have been working hard to get the pool complex 
ready for opening on Memorial Day weekend. We have 
been interviewing lifeguards and grill workers and we 
look forward to a busy summer! 

The Spartanburg "Y" is hosting a triathlon at the 
park in May that will include YMC A's from ten states. We 
are all very excited about this big event, which will include 
running, bicycling and swimming comptition. It should be 
a busy day for everybody! 

I guess that's all the news from Spartanburg. If 
you're ever in our area, please stop by to say hello. I hope 
you all have a safe and busy summer! 

Keith Windham 
Superintendent 

JONES GAP 
W„ 'ith the days getting longer and the nights 

getting shorter, visitors are exploring more of the park 
and its beauty. The sunset is magnificient around 7:30 
each night. One of the reasons that camping is increas
ing is because of the park's flora. The dogwoods and 
cherry trees have been in bloom since mid-March. As it 
has been said before, "Jones Gap is not a place, it's an 
experience." 

Jones Gap has so much to offer, including a 
backpacker's and nature lover's paradise to get away 
from the stress and the workplace. He might see an 
occasional bear, wild turkey, albino squirrel, and numer
ous deer all within a few yards of his campsite. As night 
grows near, he has no need of television or radio as the 
Middle Saluda lulls him into a deep sleep. He can drop 
his line in the river and try his luck at catching the native 
Brook, Brown or Rainbow trout that patrol this river. 

Jones Gap will soon be a place for the history buff as 
we anxiously await the building of our nature/interpretive 
center this fall. Speaking of history, we would like to 
thank Irvin Pitts for his help in making our Cherokee 
Indian History program a success the first of April. 

Lastly, a few people to mention: Thanks to Law
rence McPherson, our semi-new Superintendent, on his 
good job here at the park and his mountain man initiation 
on his recent Search and Rescue training. He's a 
transplant from the Newberry area (FLATLANDS), but 
we'll forgive him for that! A special hello to his wife, Linda, 
and their family to the mountain way of life. Good luck to 
Rollan and Geraldine on their new addition to their 
house. I hope things go well since you're building from the 
ground up! 

Come see us this spring, or anytime for that matter; 
the scenery is unbelievable. Dink, bring us back some fish 
and not stories from your trip! 

Brian D. Norris 
Ranger 

KEO WEE-T OXAWAY 
The Upcountry foothills March weather has been 

better than springtime. The flowering plants, shrubs and 
trees are as beautiful as ever and many have not yet 
reached their flowering peak. It is interesting to note that 
we're still raking last year's leaves and mowing this year's 
February grass at the same time! 

For the past few years, people have been using the 
Meeting House for weddings and receptions. This year a 
couple from the Oconee area was married on the 
Cherokee Interpretive Trail, in the afternoon of January 
11th. The day was gorgeous, and they were beautiful in 
their traditional wedding attire. 

The cabin rental reservation calendar is already filled 
through October, with only weekday vacancies remain
ing in November and December. People are getting their 
names and deposits on the date-line at the earliest 
possible time. We are also getting more out-of-state 
cabin renters. Our campground attendance is increas
ing, especially the tent sites. Park grounds/facilities are 
being inspected and made ready for the summer season. 
Repairs have been made, supplies requisitioned, and now 
we're adding the last touches and polish. 

Our park has been in a transitional period of 
changing park superintendents since January. On March 
21st, Don Ferguson, who has been our park superinten
dent since June 1982, moved to Calhoun Falls as 
Superintendent III. We want to extend best wishes to 
Don and his family in this continuing venture. 

On March 28th, our new park superintendent 
arrived. We have heard many complimentary remarks 
about Mac Copeland and all of us look forward to 
working with him. As a park family we can hardly wait to 
meet his wife and children. They will be visiting with us 
during spring break at Easter time, and then returning to 
stay when school is out. 

We welcome your visit anytime, by phone or in 
person. Frances B. Looper 

Park Clerk 

LAKE HARTWELL 
The lake is at full capacity, the fish are biting and 

the fishermen have the fever. Spring is here! 
We kicked off the season with the N.C.H.A. Spring 

Fling, had a good crowd, and nearly filled up. There are 
several more clubs scheduled to visit the park in the next 
few months. We are looking forward to a good revenue 
year. 

Since programs are a priority, the staff is working on 
several for the upcoming weekends. 

We were fortunate to have completed all our winter 
work projects before Hugo. 

Stop in and say "hello" if you are up around the area. 
From all of us at Hartwell, take care and have a safe and 
successful summer. Gerry perry 

Superintendent 

SUMMER 1990 33 



DISTRICT NEWS (Continued) 

OCONEE 
year has come and gone since my arrival at 

Oconee. There have been things that we started ouf to 
do that have been accomplished and many that were not. 
But then, there's always next year. One thing's for sure, 
I've never woke up in the morning without plenty for 
everyone to do. It's just a matter of deciding where to 
start! The one thing that has surprised me most is the 
amount of time the daily routine takes up on a park this 
size. All in all, it has been a very challenging and enjoyable 
year and I look forward to the next. Many thanks to the 
people I work with. 

With the mild winter this year, the cabins have been 
full most weekends and things are beginning to get busy 
as the season approaches. Easter weekend we had about 
75 campers and the cabins were full all week. This time of 
the year we need a full-time person just to answer the 
phone. Folks can't believe there are no cabins available 
on weekends until December. 

Tradescraftsman Dennis Duncan is anxiously await
ing two major events in his life. First, and definitely most 
important, is the birth of his first grandchild. A close 
second is a fishing trip to Canada that he managed to talk 
his wife, Iris, into letting him take this summer. 

Pedal and fishing boats are in the lake, dogwoods are 
blooming and river rafters are in the campground, so 
summer can't be far around the corner. We at Oconee 
wish everyone a safe and enjoyable season. 

Andy Davis 
Superintendent 

PARIS MOUNTAIN 
The warm spring days have brought us heavy 

weekend visitation. Camping has been very good recent
ly and appears to be continuing. It seems that every "off" 
season gets shorter and shorter. The crew recently 
stated that it seemed like only yesterday that we closed 
down the swimming area. The grass growing, dogwoods 
blooming, and visitors picnicking are true signs that 
spring has sprung. It's time to tighten down the boot 
laces, folks! 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome 
Bryan Edens to our staff. Bryan hails from the Table Rock 
area, and is the new Park Tech. I trust that his career with 
the parks will be a rewarding one. 

We have been able to complete about 75% of our 
concurrent projects this year even with the Hugo cut
backs. I want to praise the Paris Mountain staff for a job 
well done. Mr. Craig has been, as always, a great help to 
us with these accomplishments and for that I am grateful. 

I trust all of you will have a safe summer season. 

Pete Davis 

ROSE HILL PLANTATION 
The grass-cutting season has already begun here at 

Rose Hill. Unusually warm weather has everything 
coming out of winter dormancy early, including our 
roses. Fortunately, we had completed the majority of 
pruning and cutting out dead canes before it was too late. 
If we had done this after the roses had started their new 
growth, it would have killed the bushes. 

Soon there will be a new garden watering system 
installed, which will be a vast improvement over the 
existing one. The new system will supply water to each 
rose bush on both tiers, and have only a five percent 
decrease in water pressure from start to end. 

We have received a very good response to the 
children's program about plantation life. It has complete
ly filled up in just a short period of time, and it appears 
that we'll have to schedule several special presentations 
of this program to handle the overflow. 

Quite a bit of interest was expressed by Rose Hill 
visitors concerning the Earth Day event at Kings Mount
ain State Park Living History Farm, at which I assisted. A 
vareity of activities were presented, focusing upon recycl
ing. This special event was well attended, and I enjoyed 
the experience. 

N. Renae Farris 
Park Interpreter 

SADLERS CREEK 
Wnth the busy season fast approaching, the mowers 

and trimmers are working at a steady pace. The dog
woods and azaleas are in full bloom early this year and are 
at their best show ever. Even the yellow bells bloomed in 
February and were beautiful. Before you know it, our 
parks will be blossoming out with annuals and park 
visitors will be in abundance everywhere. 

Spring fishing on Lake Hartwell has been excellent. 
Reports of large catches of hybrids, stripers, largemouth 
and crappie have been coming in everyday. If this 
weather ever breaks for a full week of sunshine, the 
fishing will be even greater. Evidence of a recent after
noon of fishing off of Sadlers Creek can be seen elsewhere 
in this issue. Yours truly landed a striper that weighed 25 
lbs., 6 ozs. and measured 47 inches long. Eat your heart 
out, Pete Davis! 

I would like to thank all that helped out during my 
accident and recovery. I am still not back to full speed but 
hope to be shortly. We also want to wish a speedy 
recovery to Mr. Leonard Jones at Service & Supply 
Center and hope he can soon return to work. 

Please stop in and say hello and bring your fishing 
pole if any of you are up in this area. Here's wishing all 
state parks a safe and successful summer. 

Brooks M.Jordan 
Superintendent 
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TABLE ROCK 
It's that time of year again when our parks seem to 

come alive with visitors. Table Rock is no exception with 
hikers, picnickers, and campers galore. Everyone at the 
park has been very busy trying to get everything ready for 
summer. In addition, there are A ll employees to hire and 
facilities to get open. 

Scott Stegenga, our Interpretive Naturalist, has 
been very busy with his weekend programs about a 
variety of things from bears to kudzu. Our 2nd annual 
Easter Egg Hunt was held on April 14, and all the kids had 
a great time. 

We would like to welcome two new employees to 
Table Rock. Tim Thrasher and Bobby Lee Rogers are 
our new park technicians. Tim has worked at Table Rock 
for a couple of summers and as a supplemental at 
Caesars Head. Bobby Lee has worked as a summer 
employee at Oconee. Both come highly recommended. 

Our new restaurant manager, Joe Bongiorno, is 
doing a great job. His culinary expertise has "spiced up" 
our menu. He has made some good changes and 
everyone seems pleased. 

The parks Search and Rescue in-service training 
was held at Table Rock on March 12-16. Despite the rain, 
the training exercises were successful and everyone 
learned what to do and what not to do in an actual search. 
We are now better prepared and more confident to 
handle emergency searches that are necessary in these 
mountains. 

Our new fishing pier is now completed and the water 
level in Lake Oolenoy is back to normal. You all come to 
visit us, bring your fishing pole and try out the new pier. 
Have a great summer! 

Lisa McJunkin, Clerical Specialist 
Sandy McKinsey, Assistant Superintendent 
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Caesars Head Park Technician Scott Pruitt setting 
out some new plants from the Kings Mountain State 
Park nursery. 

Table Rock Interpreter Scott Stegenga conducts an 
event for youngsters participating in a Nature Explorer 
Program. 

The new entrance at Jones Gap State Park. 

36 

This view from the Caesars Head overlook is one of 
the most picturesque in the state. 

New in-ground picnic table at Paris Mountain State 
Park. This type of picnic table dates back to the CCC era 
of the thirties and forties. Paris Mountain is the only 
South Carolina state park using this type of picnic table. 
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Table Rock conducted a weekend series of nature 
programs during the winter and spring. This group is 
being "watched" by a bird from the Carolina Raptor 
Center. 

District III Superintendent Horace Craig presents a 
HUGO pin to Oconee Trades Worker Cecil W. Honea. 
State park employees that assisted in the recovery from 
the hurricane were presented similar pins. 

The new entrance sign at Lake Hartwell State Park. New handicapped-accessible sidewalk at Oconee. 
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DISTRICT IV 

District IV 
Park Superintendents and 
Assistant Superintendents 

Photograph taken at Superintendents' Conference. 

Left to Right: Frank Couch, Kings Mountain, Supt'.; 
George Gordon, Sesquicentennial, Sup't.; Marshall 
Brucke, Landsford Canal, Sup't.; Wayne Timms, Chest
er, Sup't.; Ed Frasier, Flamilton Branch, Sup't.; James 
Taylor, Andrew Jackson, Sup't. ; Michael Clark, Hickory 
Knob, Ass't. Sup't.; Rick Smith, Dreher Island, Sup't.; 
Steue Mcintosh, Lake Wateree, Sup't.; Todd Rexrode, 
Lake Greenwood, Sup't.; Arthur Rushton, Baker Creek, 
Sup't.; John Lawrence, Lake Russell, Sup't.; Charles 
Rainey, Kings Mountain, Ass't. Sup't.; Ted Williams, 
Hickory Knob, Sup't.; and Lew Cato, District IV Sup't. 



11 is hard to believe that winter is over and our parks 
are preparing for the busy summer season. District IV is 
as busy as ever, especially now that the freeze on work 
projects has been lifted. 

Special programs have become a vital part of our 
operation. 1 would like to thank everyone responsible for 
the programs held recently in District IV. Included in 
these special activities are: Hickory Knob's Senior Re
treat, Kings Mountain's Greenhouse Tour and Back
packing Trip, Sesqui's Canoe Conclave, and Andrew 
Jackson's Carolina Legends Concert. I realize how much 
work these programs require. It takes a cooperative 
effort by the park staff and the programs section to make 
these events a success. We are fortunate to have dedi
cated people in both areas. 

Several District IV employees participated in a week 
of Search and Rescue Training at Table Rock State Park 
in March. The knowledge gained from this course will be 
very beneficial when emergency situations arise. The 
participants' evaluations of the training were very favor
able, and I hope others will be able to attend SAR when 
the course is offered again. 

I would like to welcome the following new employees 
to District IV: 

Don Ferguson — Superintendent, Calhoun Falls 
Karen McGill — Recreator, Hickory Knob 
James Mullins — Building Supervisor, 

Sesquicentennial 
Christopher Greiner — Ranger I, Dreher Island 
Ray Kinsler — Ranger I, Greenwood 

I know they will be an asset to our park system. 
Have a safe and busy summer. Come to see us in 

District IV. 
Lew Cato 

District IV Superintendent 

ANDREW JACKSON 
A fter a very mild winter, the trees and shrubs in full 

bloom are enhancing the beauty of the park. 
Several weeks ago I went by Charles Towne Land

ing, and it almost made me cry. We at Andrew Jackson 
had some damage but to see Charles Towne Landing, we 
came out great. I talked with Janson Cox, and he was 
very upbeat and positive about the park. My hats off to 
everyone dealing with Hugo! 

We are getting ready for the 2nd annual Carolina 
Legends Concert at the Amphitheater. It was a great 
success last year, and we are looking for bigger atten
dance this year. 

I hope everyone has a safe summer. Ya'll come by to 
see us. 

Richard Bishop was recently transferred to Croft 
State Park as Ranger III. Good luck to Richard and his 

James H. Taylor 
Superintendent 

BAKER CREEK 
This is the first time I have written a Park Lites 

article as a Superintendent. I didn't know the headaches 
that a superintendent has, but I'm learning fast. I would 
like to thank the personnel in Columbia and the employ
ees here at Baker Creek for smoothing out my job. 

The employees here (Hugh Cooper, Kenneth Heat
er, Johnny Broome, and Johnathan Kelly) have given me 
110 percent since I've been here. We have completed all 
but one approved project. I've looked at so much paint 
that I back down the paint aisle when I go into the building 
supply store! 

Here it is March again and who would have thought 
we would be running Bush Hogs and lawn mowers! The 
weather here has been unseasonably hot for this time of 
year. The rainfall has brought our lake level to a high of 
333.42 and now back to 329.55. 

We started this week opening up bathrooms and 
getting them ready for our camping season. I went to 
Kings Mountain for flowers to plant around the park, and 
1 hope this will change the appearance of the park. 

We have seen a lot of changes in our park system 
and a lot of new faces in our park family in the last couple 
of years. I would like to welcome you to our "park family" 
and wish you all the best. 

As I close, I would like to thank Mr. Parkman for 
giving me a chance a few years back when I applied for a 
Ranger I position. If he had not given me that chance, I 
would not be here today. Also, to Mr. Cato for giving me 
an opportunity here at Baker Creek. 

A. K. Rushton 
Superintendent 

The summer is about to start at Baker Creek, and it 
seems that we skipped right by the spring season. It's 
only March and we have opened bathrooms, cut the 
grass and all that stuff. 

1 would like to take this opportunity to invite every
one to visit "my place." Just take that drive and visit the 
premier park in the South Carolina state park system! 
Whether you like it or not, sit back and take a good look 
because it's the best thing going today! 

Kenneth Heater 
Ranger I 

As winter draws to a close and spring is upon us, 
the team at Baker Creek has been busy getting the park 
ready for a busy season. Campers and other groups have 
already made plans to visit the park to camp and see the 
beautiful flowers as well as to enjoy a nice quiet walk on 
the nature trail. 

Johnny Broome 
Park Technician 
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CHESTER 
What A Park Can Be... 

We are around it everyday. We tend to forget what 
a State Park can be... 
— campers getting together to exchange notes on 

where they have been for the winter and where they 
are going next. In fact, some can tell you more about 
what is happening in our state system than most of 
our own citizens. 

— encountering an elderly gentleman one morning 
eager to share pictures of his life — snow on apple 
blossoms in Florida a few years ago; a team of oxen 
from the 1920's pulling a log on a main street in 
Jacksonville. 

— seeing a young child exclaiming at the wonders of 
spring — the flowers, the wild ducks and geese, the 
flowing water from a rock fountain. 

— senior citizens playing, talking, walking on a baseball 
field — just having fun. 

— a young couple gazing at the quiet lake as they listen 
to the whispering pines. 

— cars gliding by filled with people of all sizes and ages, 
looking for fun. 

— a middle-aged couple rediscovering the joy, quiet, 
and timelessness of nature as they are walking. 

— the surprise as a young deer ventures across the 
yard. 

- the amazement as a few Canadian geese fly in to 
graze beside the park office. 
Yes, we are around it everyday and do tend to forget 

what a State Park can be. Come visit and join us in our 
own rebirth. Andrew Cochran 

Chester, SC 

(This article was written by Andrew Cochran, an English 
teacher at Chester High School. The article is his per
sonal reflections after spending a day in the park. Ed.) 

DREHER ISLAND 
Elello from Dreher Island!! 
"Spring has Sprung!" And so has the grass! It's that 

time of the year again. Starting up the mowers, opening 
up all of the winterized facilities and areas, and getting the 
park ready for the busy season. 

The marina is back in place from the November 
storm that ripped it loose. Eight new sea anchors have 
been put down to hold it. All of the boats are back and 
everyone is enjoying their slips. (The marina is like camp
ing, only on a boat; water, electricity, sewer at each slip, 
and a comfort station on land.) 

Fishing has been great on Lake Murray. We have 
booked fifteen tournaments from twenty to two hundred 
boats. We open the gate at 5:00 am and the tackle shop at 
5:30 am to get the tournaments in and out on the lake for 

the dawn countdown and takeoff. The fishermen need a 
place to stay, so we have opened the back campground in 
March. The crowds have really been out so far. They 
come for the fishing and to get away. We have been 
booking the community building and the fourteen picnic 
shelters since February. It seems that everyone is out 
early this year, so it should be a great season. 

Congratulations are in order for Michele White, who 
was promoted to Ranger II at Caesars Head. We really 
miss her professionalism and good humor. We welcome 
Christopher Greiner as Ranger I. Christopher was a lab 
specialist at Clemson University, but decided to trade all 
of that orange for "park blue." 

In August, SCE&G will drop the lake water level 
fifteen feet to work on the intake towers. Is this going to 
be the sequel to Lake Thurmond? We are waiting to see if 
the gas dock, boat ramps, and marina are going to be on 
dry land. It should be interesting to see what is under 
water once the water level has dropped. Plus, what an 
opportunity to map out all of those fishing holes! 

Drop by to see us anytime; you don't need reser
vations. Rick Smith 

Superintendent 

HAMILTON BRANCH 
The summer is just about upon us and the grass is 

getting high (and hopefully, the revenue is also!). Our 
camping has increased since last year, and we hope that 
the lake level stays up so we can have a good year. The 
shoreline has covered the tables in the picnic area twice 
this year. If this is any indication of the lake level, we will 
have a good year. We also say welcome and congratu
lations to Bryan Hester, first on his promotion to Ranger 
II and also, by the time this is published, upon his mar
riage to Mitzer. Congratulations are also in order for 
Buddy upon his promotion to Superintendent. 

Stop in if you are over in this neck of the woods. We 
hope that all of you will have a safe summer. 

Edward Frasier, Jr. 
Superintendent 

HICKORY KNOB 
We are all enjoying the delightful colors of wild-

flowers and dogwoods that the early spring has initiated. 
The park is luring many visitors with its beauty and 
freshness. 

Hickory Knob has already seen its largest visitation 
in the restaurant, lodge, and golf course, and anticipates 
a record-breaking spring and summer. To better prepare 
for the influx of visitors, we are currently planning to 
resurface the tennis courts, replace the playground 
equipment, and rebuild the front dock, which was de
stroyed by low water levels. 

On the program side, Hickory Knob has success
fully hosted the Superintendents' Conference, an Ad-
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vanced Nature Photography Workshop and the largest 
ever Senior Retreat. One hundred and twenty-six senior 
citizens enjoyed the four-day event, which was filled with 
boat tours, tournaments, games, crafts and dancing to 
tunes from the "Roaring 20's." 

We have survived an infestation of bugs here at 
Hickory Knob; "Litter Bugs," that is, as we gear up to 
celebrate Earth Day 1990. Local schools brought in over 
forty bugs designed from litter. The golf course also 
experienced an invasion of a different kind as hundreds of 
golfers rolled in during the Masters week. The golf course 
staff presented them with a beautiful, well-groomed 
course. (Even without temperature-controlled greens, 
our azaleas were in their prime!) The beauty of the course 
will beckon the novice while its layout will challenge the 
most experienced golfer. 

The lake's up! After several years of low water levels, 
the lake is full again, and the results are beginning to show 
with a parking lot filled with boat trailers. We anticipate 
the return of large fishing tournaments, starting with the 
S.C. Bass Federation Six-man Team Tournament on 
Easter weekend. 

I have recently joined the Hickory Knob team as the 
Recreator. After earning a B.S. degree in Physical Educa
tion and Recreation from Winthrop College, I remained 
in Rock Hill, South Carolina as an employee of the Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism Department for seven years. I 
am looking forward to my first summer with the Parks. 
Wish me luck, as I wish for each of you an enjoyable and 
successful summer! 

Karen McGill 
Recreator 

KINGS MOUNTAIN 
The employees at Kings Mountain State Park send 

a warm "HELLO!" We all hope that the "H" word (Hugo) 
and its overwhelming related problems are a thing of the 
past so we can move forward into a prosperous summer. 
From the direction things have gone in early spring, we 
are going to have an exceptionally busy summer. It seems 
as if our regular campers and our day use visitors start 
coming out earlier and earlier each year, not to mention 
that our group camp winters are getting shorter and 
shorter. 

Greetings also come from The Living History Farm 
and the Nursery. Margaret Anderson has had a blistering 
turnout for her late winter and early spring events. The 
storytelling programs, backpacking trip, open house, 
etc., were all tremendous successes. Rocky Jones wants 
to congratulate everyone who picked up plants this 
spring. He knows that all the time and effort put into his 
"children" was not wasted. He wants to remind everyone 
that all new plantings will need mulch and plenty of water 
all summer until they are established. 

All of us from the superintendent, Mr. Couch, down 
to the supplemental workers want to wish all of you an 
excellent and safe summer. Don't forget, if you are in our 

neck of the woods feel free to stop by and lend a hand. 
Seriously, stop by and say "Hi"!!! 

Ronald M. Way 
Ranger 

LAKE RUSSELL 
By the time this is printed, Ranger Rob Achenberg 

will have taken the plunge. He married the former Carol 
Pearsall on April 28, and they honeymooned in Bermuda. 
We wish them many years of happiness together. 

We here at Lake Russell would like to welcome Don 
Ferguson and his family to the area. We hope he, his wife, 
Krissy, his daughter, Michal (4), and his son, Adam (2), 
will find Calhoun Falls as pleasant as Keowee-Toxaway. 

We welcome Fred Jackson to Lake Russell and into 
the park system as one of the two safety officers. Fred is a 
native of Donalds, S.C. and is a former Deputy with the 
Abbeville County Sheriff's Office. Fred is an active 
member of the National Guard and is supported by his 
wife, Martha, and two daughters, Audrey (12) and Jes
sica (10). 

We're getting geared up for the swimming area at 
Lower Calhoun Falls that we will share with Don. Con
struction is ahead of schedule at Calhoun Falls State 
Park and it will open next spring. Mountain View, a day 
use park, should be opening soon, while Lowndesville is 
coming along and should be opening next year. 

At McCalla, we hope to re-roof the two-story Hutch
inson log house this spring. This should preserve it for 
complete restoration at a later time. 

With all the recent rains, we have a bumper crop of 
grass at the boat ramps. The parking spaces at the ramps 
started filling up with boat traders very early this year. 
We're getting more visitors from out of state due to the 
fishing tournaments taking place almost every weekend. 

Bart, Boyce, and I along with our families are all 
doing okay. The fish are biting... bring a fishing pole and 
come see us! 

John Lawrence 
Ranger 

LAKE WATEREE 
Things are looking a lot better here at Lake 

Wateree after Hugo's wrath. The park crew has worked 
hard to remove the debris to get the park in good shape 
again. We would also like to thank David Gillespie for 
removing the stumps that were always reminding us of 
Hugo. 

The blooming flowers and good crowds are a sure 
sign that it is springtime. Camping attendance has been 
on the upswing with the warm weather and good catches 
of fish. 

I would like to thank Micky Smith, Ray Duncan, 
Harold Hinen, and Charles Smith for supporting me in 
the park and welcoming me and my family in the com
munity. 
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DISTRICT NEWS (Continued) 

The next time you want to relax and do a little 
fishing, boating, or camping, we are here to make your 
stay an enjoyable one. 

Steve M. Mcintosh 
Superintendent 

LANDSFORD CANAL 
The flowering dogwoods, azaleas, wildflowers and 

completed winter work programs remind us that spring is 
here and summer is to follow. 

Hugo's visit has changed the appearance of Lands-
ford, but the wildflowers and dogwoods are as beautiful 
as ever. 

The fish are not cooperating with the fishermen, but 
the picnickers, school groups, and fishermen are de
lighted with the beautiful spring weather and the beauty 
that nature has provided. The Oneppo and Hefner chil
dren (my grandchildren) are enjoying the spring weather 
and counting the days until summer vacation. 

Ranger Oneppo had back surgery in March, and I 
am sure his many friends in the park system wish him a 
speedy recovery. 

We wish each of you a successful and safe summer. 
Marshall L. Brucke 

Superintendent 

SESQUICENTENNIAL 
Three new employees have recently joined the Ses-

qui staff. Bobby Boone advanced from Supplemental 
Maintenance to Park Technician in January. April saw 
the addition of Jim Mullins of Columbia as Building 
Supervisor and Donald Seriff of Charlotte as Park Inter
preter I. 

We have had a number of special guests to present 
programs over the last few months. A surprise feature of 
the program on the CCC, presented by Tommy Mims of 
the State Historic Preservation Office, was the atten
dance of several CCC alumni. Other programs at Sesqui 
were presented by John Cely of the SC Wildlife and 
Marine Resources Department (Bald Eagles in South 
Carolina) and Mary Crockett, superintendent of Poinsett 
State Park (Orienteering workshop). 

Sesqui has been the scene of several special events 
this spring, including "Conclave 90" (an annual exhibition 
of workshops, demonstrations, competitions and dis
plays sponsored in part by the American Canoe Associa
tion) and the Irish Wolfhound Club of America's 
Specialty Show. April 7th, however, was probably the 
highlight of the season, when the Richland County 
Recreation Commission sponsored three activities, 
including its Spring Volksmarch and an arts & crafts sales 
show. But the hit of the day was lunch with the Easter 
Bunny followed by the annual Easter Egg Hunt. 

June first is the day for all fishermen to circle on their 
calendar. The park lake was drained about a year and a 

half ago and then stocked with bream and bass. Since 
then the lake has been closed to fishing, giving the little 
tykes a chance to grow. When the lake re-opens on June 
first, they will probably grab your hook before it hits the 
water. The park opens at 7:00 am. I'll see you there! 

Edward B. Roberts, Jr. 
Assistant Ranger 

Sesqui Superintendent George Gordon (left), chats 
with Tommy Sims, staff member at S.C. Archives and 
History. Sims conducted a CCC program at the park 
this spring. 

Fishing pier under construction at Lowndesuille on 
Lake Russell. 
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ANDREW JACKSON—LEGENDS OF BLUEGRASS 
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RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 

RED-COCKADED 
WOODPECKER 
MANAGEMENT 

^^uch has been in the news lately concerning the 
welfare of the red-cockaded woodpecker. Hurricane 
Hugo passed through an area which harbored one of the 
largest populations in the country of this federally-
endangered bird. As a result, total destruction of nests 
and roosting cavities was noted in some areas. It is 
estimated that 80% of the cavity trees in Francis Marion 
National Forest are down. In recent years, management 
practices have led to positive results, but because of 
Hugo's severity and the loss of habitat elsewhere, we may 
see a sharp decline of this bird in South Carolina. 

Many of our midland and coastal plain state parks 
have populations or potential habitats to support red-
cockaded woodpeckers. These scattered populations 
are very important because they increase genetic varia
tion. The resulting reduction of inbreeding could prove 
unhealthy to the species. The disastrous impact of Hugo 
on the Francis Marion population also reflects the 
importance of the role of the state parks. What if all of the 
South Carolina red-cockaded woodpeckers had been 
living in the Francis Marion National Forest? 

Some of our state parks need management for the 
red-cockaded woodpecker. This bird has adapted to the 
pine/savannah habitat which was once prevalent in many 
areas of South Carolina's midlands and coastal plain. 
This open-woods habitat is dependent upon fire. Here 
the bird excavates cavities in live pines which are 60 years 
of age or older. Sometimes this work will take up to a year 
to complete. One of the characteristic signs of the red-
cockaded woodpecker is the presence of sap wells on the 
cavity trees. The white glaze formed by the running sap is 
quite conspicuous and is thought to deter predators. One 
of the chief reasons for habitat loss is the encroachment 
of understory hardwoods. This is now happening at some 
state parks. In many cases, woodpecker colonies are 
located along road shoulders, picnic areas and even 
campgrounds. These are examples of how these birds 
have indirectly benefitted from man's actions. A more 
direct guided management plan would further enhance 
this species. 

The Resource Management Division has already 
initiated woodpecker management at Santee State Park, 
where active trees in a colony were destroyed by Hugo. 
The management activity involved the removal of under 
story hardwoods within the active colony site. This is 
essential to the red-cockaded woodpecker. We also had 
the understory removed from another nearby site with 
inactive trees. This colony was probably abandoned 
because of encroaching hardwoods. This will serve as the 
recruitment site, allowing the expansion of existing 
colonies instead of abandonment. Our next step will be to 
keep these two sites cleared by controlled burning or 
bush hogging. 

Next winter we hope to extend our management 
plans to other state parks. It has been documented that if 
management is done properly, colonies will remain active 
for years. This will enable us to fulfill our mission to help 
protect and preserve endangered species and to provide 
an enjoyable experience for the park visitor. 

Irvin Pitts, Jr. 
Biologist 

This small, black and white bird is about 7 inches (18 
cm) long. Its large white cheek patch, ladder-back 
appearance and distinctive call readily identify it. A small 
streak of red feathers on the cheek patch, the red 
cockade, is usually not visible. The sexes are similar in 
appearance. 

Red-cockaded woodpeckers were originally found 
in opep, mature pinewoods in the South from Virginia 
through Texas and Oklahoma. Most red-cockadeds are 
now in North Carolina, South Carolina and Florida. The 
species is nonmigratory and spends most of its life within 
a few hundred acres of its nesting site. Most of the birds 
in South Carolina occur in the Francis Marion National 
Forest. 
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PROGRAMS & PARK PROMOTION 

^)on Seriff has accepted the naturalist position at 
Sesquicentennial. Don comes from the Environmental 
Education Center at Lake Wylie. He is a graduate of the 
University of North Carolina at Charlotte in the earth 
sciences curriculum. 

Programming duties at Charles Towne Landing 
have been assumed by Christina Ziegler. Christina is a 
graduate of Converse College. 

Hickory Knob is now the home and duty station of 
Karen McGill. Karen is a graudate of Winthrop College, 
and worked with the Rock Hill Parks & Recreation 
Department prior to moving to Hickory Knob. 

Kate Hodgeman was chosen to replace Stan Hutto 
at Woods Bay. Her previous experience includes teach
ing environmental education classes at Jekyll Island's 4-H 
Center and Breakheart Reservation. She has a degree in 
geography from Southern Illinois University. 

Stan Hutto transferred to Caesars Head, replacing 
Irvin Pitts who was promoted to Resource Management 
Biologist at the central office. Stan hardly had time to 
unpack at Caesars Head when he was also promoted to 
the Columbia office. Both Irvin and Stan are to be 
commended for their efforts in establishing interpretive 
programs at Caesars Head and Woods Bay State Parks. 
They will be sorely missed as field interpreters, but we 
expect to continue drawing upon their experience and 
knowledge as they perform their new duties in the 
Resource Management Section. 

Replacing Stan as interpreter at Caesars Head is 
Mae Lee Hafer. Mae Lee has a Bachelor's degree in 
biology from Frostburg State University in Maryland and 
a Master's degree in wildlife biology from Clemson. Her 
husband is a graduate research assistant at Clemsons. 

A new face in the Columbia office is Gloria Green, 
who accepted a newly-created position as Public Informa
tion Specialist. Gloria is a Columbia native and a U.S.C. 
graduate with a Master's degree in mass communica
tions. Prior to joining the state park central office staff, 
Gloria was working for the State Forestry Commission in 
a FEMA funded program to publicize a fire prevention 
campaign. 

RECENT PROGRAMS 
I had the opportunity to attend several programs at 

Table Rock since February. The "Weekends at Table 
Rock" series (coordinated by Scott Stegenga) that was 
done so successfully during the winter of 1989, was 
conducted again with many new activities...in February 
and March of this year. 

Terry Seidel worked in cooperation with the Edisto 
River Canoe and Kayak Committee to conduct interpre
tive canoe trips into the salt marsh and the lagoon at 
Hunting Island. The two days of trips were booked solid 
and provided participants an opportunity to view the 
park's resources from a new persepctive. 

Sesquicentennial hosted "Conclave '90" in March. 
This event, conducted by the American Canoe Associa
tion, allowed participants the opportunity to attend 
workshops, try out the latest canoes and kayaks and to 
purchase a wide variety of outdoor equipment and 
supplies. 

Sesqui was also the site of another Civilian Conserva
tion Corps program and reunion. The Table Rock Wild 
Turkey Seminar and Lake Marion Fishing Seminar at 
Santee were among the several successful fishing/wildlife 
programs. Kudos are due to recently promoted Mike 
Hagar and to Maria Peter for their efforts with these 
programs. 

Karen McGill and Kim Ehrman planned a variety of 
activities for the 1990 version of the Senior Retreat at 
Hickory Knob. In addition to pontoon rides on Lake 
Thurmond and a casino night, participants were also 
treated to a "Roaring Twenties" banquet. 

Seniors were also the special guests at Cheraw's 
Senior Safari. Attendees there had the opportunity to 
learn more about the sandhills environment and to enjoy 
the immense natural beauty that can be found at Cheraw 
State Park. Sondra Johnson expressed delight at the 
response to her first senior program and is in the process 
of developing two Elderhostel programs for the fall. 

A special note of thanks is due to Stuart Dudley for 
her "double duty" in conducting activities at Huntington 
Beach as well as at her home base of Myrtle Beach State 
Park. Hurricane Hugo has played havoc with all phases of 
the park operations including programs, but progress is 
being made to return to a more normal routine at 
Huntington Beach and several other parks. 

Table Rock Interpreter Soctt Stegenga conducts a 
lakeside session as part of the Nature Explorer program. 
Youngsters can become a member by completing certain 
requirements and activities. 
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I 
John Rogers, Resource Management Curator, pre

sents the Robert J. Papenfus Programs award to Rivers 
Bridge Superintendent Jerry Price. 

PROGRAMS 
ACHIEVEMENT 

AWARDS 
The 1990 Robert J. Papenfus Programs Achieve

ment Award went to Rivers Bridge State Park for the 
dedication to program services that has been displayed 
by Superintendent Jerry Price and his crew. Jerry has 
been particularly active in the reenactment programs at 
Rivers Bridge and has also been committed to providing 
programs to area rest homes. Congratulations, and 
thanks! 

PARK PROMOTION 
A lack of available funds has hampered promotion 

and advertising for the last several months. Brochure 
development and printing have been at a virtual standstill, 
but we are beginning to regain some momentum as funds 
are freed up. 

One of the most effective projects was the advertising 
program for the Table Rock Restaurant in February and 
March. Special emphasis was placed on newspaper ads 
containing incentives to get people to the restaurant for the 
first time and/or to get them to return if they had dined at 
the park in the past. 

Travel show participation was expanded to include 
two shows not previously on our schedule. We accompa
nied the Tourism Division to shows in Indiana and West 
Virginia this year to assure potential park visitors from 
those areas that our parks are still operating, even in the 
aftermath of Hurricane Hugo. 

EARTH DAY 
^Vpril 22,1990 marked the 20th Anniversary of Earth 

Day. Even though significant changes took place that were 
attributed to the movement started by the original Earth 
Day, it was in many respects simply regarded as another 
"hippie activity" with little chance of having any long-term 
effect. 

The attitude in 1990 is different. So much attention is 
being focused on global warming, hazardous waste, recycl
ing, etc., that it is very unfashionable to ignore these issues. 
It is becoming unpopular to use styrofoam or to use plastics 
when a biodegradable substitute would suffice. Recycled 
paper and metal products are more and more common
place. 

While there are still many people that display a lack of 
understanding or a callous disregard for the environment, it 
seems that more and more people are changing their 
lifestyles to some extent to do their part in dealing with 
environmental issues. 

In a recent issue of USA Today, it was noted that 83% 
of Americans have changed their shopping habits because 
of their concern for the environment. Voluntary recycling 
has been done by 82%, and 30% have boycotted companies 
that they felt were conducting business in a manner 
inconsistent with sound conservation practices. 

In the last twenty years, over 17,000 new organizations 
have been formed. From the hippie movement of the 70's, 
we have moved to what has been termed "the decade of 
solutions." 

What part are your state parks playing in the solution? 
A pilot program to recycle garbage has been imple

mented at Myrtle Beach State Park. A paper recycling 
program has been started to recycle the enormous quanti
ties of paper generated in the central office. 

An extremely ambitious slate of Earth Day programs 
at several parks was planned to call attention to environ
mental issues and ways to address the problems. 

Interpreters at South Carolina state parks have not, 
however, been waiting on Earth Day to teach people the 
importance of protecting the environment. 

Coastal Awareness Weekend and Treading Lightly On 
the Earth are but two activities with environmental themes 
that have been conducted. Earth Day is actually a continua
tion of the education programs that are ongoing in our 
parks. To many state park personnel, every day is Earth 
Day! 

Dan L. Turpin 
Chief, Programs and Park Promotion 
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PERSONNEL CHANGES 

NEW EMPLOYEES 
Bobby Arthurs, Aiken, Park Technician 
Elmer Baughman, Myrtle Beach, Park Technician 
Trevor Belangia, Hickory Knob, Canteen Operator II 
Joseph Bonjiorno, Table Rock, Restaurant Manager 
Bobby Boone, Sesquicentennial, Park Technician 
Teresa Coff, Charles Towne Landing, Administrative 

Specialist B 
Joseph Craven, Colleton, Ranger I 
Kirkland Dempsey, Hunting Island, Ranger I 
Bryan Edens, Paris Mountain, Park Technician 
Karl Evans, Lee, Park Technician 
Harriet Gleaton, Central Office, Administrative 

Specialist A 
Brian Gravely, Table Rock, Ranger I 
Gloria Green, Central Office, Public Information 

Specialist II 
Christopher Greiner, Dreher Island, Ranger I 
Mae Lee Hafer, Caesars Head, Park Interpreter I 
Alice Hawkins, Dreher Island, Canteen Operator I 
Kathy Hodgeman, Woods Bay, Park Interpreter I 
Fred Jackson, Lake Russell, Public Safety & Security 

Officer 
Brantley Johnston, Charles Towne Landing, Ranger I 
Karen McGill, Hickory Knob, Recreator 
James Mullins, Sesquicentennial, Building Supervisor 
Rowena Nylund, Central Office, Chief Historian 
Laurie Pearson, Charles Towne Landing, 

Administrative Specialist A 
Joby Pitts, Redcliffe, Ranger I 
Bobby Rogers, Table Rock, Park Technician 
Donald Seriff, Sesquicentennial, Park Interpreter I 
Susan Spell, Aiken, Ranger I 
Timothy Thrasher, Table Rock, Park Technician 
Raymond Workman, Hickory Knob, Dietitian I 
Rodney Young, Santee, Food Service Supervisor II 

RESIGNATIONS 
Sandra Bayne, Table Rock, Food Service Supervisor II 
Richard Bruce, Hunting Island, Tradescraftsman 
Marion Callaham, Hickory Knob, Custodial Worker II 
Bernie Chavis, Rivers Bridge, Ranger II 
Judith Dorsey, Sesquicentennial, Park Interpreter I 
William Evans, Charles Towne Landing, Administrative 

Specialist A 
Mary Anne Felder, Santee, Food Service Supervisor II 
Donald Goins, Sesquicentennial, Building Supervisor 
Ricky Holland, Lake Russell, Park Technician 
Michael Holloway, Hickory Knob, Groundskeeper I 
James Jackson, Little Pee Dee, Ranger II 
Herbert Lindley, Hickory Knob, Groundskeeper I 
Eugene Mercer, Hunting Island, Groundskeeper 

Supervisor I 
Barbara Robinson, Hickory Knob, Custodial Worker II 
John Rogers, Central Office, Chief Historian 
Janice Whaley, Central Office, Administrative 

Specialist A 

PROMOTIONS AND 
TRANSFERS 
Stephen Ashley, Caesars Head, Ranger II to Santee, 

Ranger III 
Richard Bishop, Andrew Jackson, Ranger II, to Croft, 

Ranger III 
James Christie, Hunting Island, Assistant 

Superintendent to Lake Warren, Park 
Superintendent I 

Mac Copeland, Huntington Beach, Park 
Superintendent IV to Keowee Toxaway, Park 
Superintendent II 

Donald Ferguson, Keowee Toxaway, Park 
Superintendent II to Calhoun Falls, Park 
Superintendent III 

Cordes B. Finger, Charles Towne Landing, Ranger I to 
Rivers Bridge, Ranger II 

James Graham, Colleton, Park Superintendent I to 
Goodale, Park Superintendent II 

Michael Hager, Table Rock, Ranger I to Andrew 
Jackson, Ranger II 

Greg Hanna, Croft, Ranger III to Colleton, Park 
Superintendent I 

Bryan Hester, Lake Greenwood, Ranger I to Hamilton 
Branch, Ranger II 

Stan Hutto, Woods Bay, Park Interpreter I to Caesars 
Head, Park Interpreter I to Central Office, Chief 
Biologist 

Raymond Kinsler, Table Rock, Park Technician to 
Lake Greenwood, Ranger I 

Danny Mallard, Hunting Island, Ranger III to Hunting 
Island, Assistant Superintendent 

Dick Paisley, Kings Mountain, Park Management 
Assistant to Santee, Assistant Superintendent 

David Senter, Redcliffe State Park, Ranger I to Little 
Pee Dee, Ranger II 

Mike Spivey, Santee, Assistant Superintendent to 
Edisto Beach, Park Superintendent III 

Ray Stevens, Edisto Beach, Park Superintendent III to 
Huntington Beach, Park Superintendent IV 

Michele White, Dreher Island, Ranger I to Caesars 
Head, Ranger II 

Sonny White, Hunting Island, Ranger II to Hunting 
Island, Groundskeeper Supervisor I 

Robert Wiggins, Charles Towne Landing, Animal Care 
Technician I to Lake Warren, Ranger I 

Keith Windham, Goodale, Park Superintendent II to 
Croft, Park Superintendent III 

RETIREMENT 
Ray Hayes, Croft State Park, Park Superintendent III 
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ALL ABOUT RISK-TAKING 

From left: Dana Sawyer, Carol and Roger Prince. 

1 believe that there is a definite difference between 
"existing" and living." The presence or the lack of "risk" 
may be a key factor in determining into which category 
each of us belongs. 

I recall reading a poem some time ago written by a 
woman in her eighties. The central idea of her poem was 
"the changes I would make if I had my life to live over." 
Among other things, she said that she would like to take a 
walk in the woods on a rainy morning! The point of her 
writing was that she failed to do certain things because of 
her unwillingness to accept a certain amount of risk. 

From the moment that we roll out of bed until we 
retire for the evening, we are all exposed to risk in 
different ways and to varying degrees. Even when we 
sleep, a storm may blow a tree over on our house! When 
we back our car out of the driveway or walk across the 
street, there is risk involved. By being careful we can 
control that risk factor and keep it to a minimum. 
However, the element of risk is with us every waking and 
sleeping moment! 

Have you ever changed your plans at the last 
moment because you felt that things just weren't right? 
Perhaps you had planned a trip to a distant location, but 
something inside of you caused you to change your plans. 

A number of years ago I left Columbia on my 
motorcycle to attend a rally in upper New York state. I 
traveled nearly five hundred miles, and called my wife 
Lynn from Virginia to tell her that I was turning around 
and coming home. My reason wasn't very clear at that 
moment, but I just didn't "feel right" and decided to 
cancel my plans to continue on to the New York rally. 

A couple of days after arriving home, I had some 
"ticker problems" and wound up in the hospital for some 
tests and medication. 

I recently spent a delightful weekend at Helen, 
Georgia with some seventy fellow motorcyclists from all 

over the eastern United States. One couple that attended 
was Roger and Carol Prince from Franklin, Massachu
setts. 

To some folks, Roger and Carol had reasons to stay 
home. To begin with, the trip was going to be a quick one 
of some twelve hundred miles each way. Carol had just 
had foot surgery to remove a bone from one toe and 
realign a bone in another toe, and Roger had undergone 
open-heart surgery in December to replace a leaking 
heart valve! 

To top it off, the weather report was calling for rain 
all the way down the East coast from Maine to Virginia! 
Nevertheless, these hardy folks, who are in their early 
fifties, packed their bags and headed south in a down
pour, riding seven hundred soggy miles the first day to 
reach Roanoke, Virginia. 

No one had more fun that weekend than Roger and 
Carol! When we stopped at Anna Ruby Falls, Roger did 
not hesitate to tackle the steep half-mile climb to the falls. 
In fact, he sprinted the last few hundred yards to the top, 
arriving in better shape than yours truly! "Some folks are 
treating me like an invalid!" Roger said. "I had that heart 
operation so that I could do things like this," he added! 

The Princes arrived back home safe and sound, but 
their travels for the summer are just beginning! Next 
month they have a five-thousand mile trip planned to a 
rally near San Antonio, Texas, and their method of 
transportation will be...you guessed it...the same trusty 
Honda motorcycle that carried them to Helen, Georgia. 

I contend that "living" is definitely worth the risks 
involved, and offer for your perusal the following poem on 
the subject... 

RISKS 
"To laugh is to risk appearing the fool. To weep is to 

risk appearing sentimental. To reach out for another is to 
risk involvement. To expose feelings is to risk exposing 
your true self. To place your ideas, your dreams, before a 
crowd is to risk their loss. To love is to risk not being 
loved in return. To live is to risk dying. To hope is to risk 
despair. To try is to risk failure. 

But risks must be taken, because the greatest 
hazard in life is to risk nothing. The persons who risk 
nothing, do nothing, have nothing, and are nothing. They 
may avoid suffering and sorrow, but they cannot learn, 
feel, change, grow, love, live. Chained by their attitudes, 
they are slaves; they have forfeited their freedom. Only 
the persons who risk are free." 

My one wish for each of your is...that you LIVE all 
the days of your life! And...Roger and Carol Prince agree 
with me! 

Dana L. Sawyer 
Editor 
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