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ABOUT THE COVER PHOTO—Cyclists participating in the 
Carolina Triathlon held August 11th at Table Rock State Park 
pedal downS.C. 11 with the picturesque Blue Ridge Mountains in 
the background. The event, sponsored in conjunction with Table 
Rock State Park, attracted more than 200 contestants from 
Massachusetts to Texas. Proceeds went to the YMCA (Camp 
Greenville) Youth Scholarship Fund. Two courses were offered, 
a long one with a 6/10 mile swim, a 24-mile bike ride and a 6.2 mile 
run, and a short one with a 400-yard swim, a 15-mile bike ride and 
a 3.1 mile run. Some 300 spectators watched the event and 
cheered their favorites on to the finish line. Superintendent Joe 
Hambright said the event was highly successful, and may 
become an annual event at the park. 



FROM THE DIRECTOR 

I cannot believe that the summer of 1990 is almost behind 
us! It seems that just a few weeks ago we were in the middle 
of the summer of 1989! 

This has truly been an interesting summer...one that held 
much uncertainty for us. In the aftermath of Hurricane 
Hugo and the rebuilding that followed, we wondered how 
visitation this year would measure up. Well, we have been 
pleasantly surprised as reports indicate that both attend
ance and revenue have exceeded our expectations. 

There is' much uncertainty these days, with rising fuel 
prices and a tense situation in the Middle East. In the 
meantime, life goes on and we all have important work to 
do. Many thanks to each of you for getting our parks 
cleaned up, spruced up, and, in general, looking great for 
our visitors. We have received numerous favorable com
ments from our visitors, and that makes me feel real good! 

I have been enjoying my trips around the state this 
summer to visit our parks and to talk with you about your 
operations. Please remember that the staff in the Columbia 
office exists to support you and to meet your needs. We're 
just as near as the telephone or the mail box! 

Best wishes for a pleasant (and cooler) autumn season! 
Get those photographs of your children ready for our 
annual Christmas issue! 

Ray M. Sisk 
Director, 

Division of State Parks 
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SERVICE TO THE PUBLIC 

SOUTH CAROLINA STATE PARK ATTENDANCE 
1989-90 

FY 89/90 

Rank Park 
Child 

Swimmers 
Adult 

Swimmers 
Cabin 
Users Campers Fishermen Picnickers 

Out Of 
State 

Total Park 
Visitors 

1 Myrtle Beach 7,341 7,002 8,583 140343 17,776 676359 405,089 1302,972 
2 Santee 4,432 3,219 24,721 61,644 101,309 115,893 238,441 716,594 
3 Hunting Island 0 0 27,162 110,843 86,720 144,6% 174,965 583324 
4 Caesars Head 0 0 0 177 4,361 307,580 236,978 478,451 
5 Hickory Knob 0 0 37,363 6,777 13,051 0 154,315 462,732 
6 Huntington Beach 0 0 0 64,188 27,492 150,680 112,878 423,681 
7 Kings Mountain 2,143 1,869 0 33,916 2,882 99,510 125,766 377,670 
8 Table Rock 5,854 6,562 20,052 22,379 6,813 84,328 38,768 303,736 
9 Edisto Beach 0 0 7,246 62,148 0 127,895 76301 254,476 

10 Dreher Island 0 0 0 29,937 44,527 61,805 72,922 219397 
11 Oconee 13,132 17,868 24,592 38,613 7,374 59,378 24,042 209382 
12 Sesquicentennial 3,806 2,656 0 20,129 1366 145,593 10,817 197,328 
13 Lake Wateree 0 0 0 23,920 17,776 16392 51,016 153388 
14 Lake Greenwood 0 0 0 42,130 32,906 66,401 26,674 132,703 
15 Paris Mountain 3,338 2,778 0 16,442 4,195 49,725 19,757 120,972 
16 Andrew Jackson 0 0 0 6,199 3,785 53,757 14,738 114,198 
17 Baker Creek 435 302 0 10,393 10,111 46,067 18,534 106,878 
18 Croft 5,816 6,507 0 8,402 8,114 28,8% 4,722 103,512 
19 Chester 0 0 0 5,480 7,095 41,425 11,444 103,080 
20 Lake Hartwell 0 0 0 17,005 7,762 7,015 30,820 97,714 
21 Sadlers Creek 1,781 2,069 0 8322 10,344 18,593 15,957 79,011 
22 Cheraw 3,260 2,576 4,673 10315 2,494 22,426 6,882 72, 192 
23 Hamilton Branch 0 0 0 26,374 19,686 13300 6,697 67,032 
24 Charles Towne Landing 0 0 0 0 0 0 8,808 62,382 
25 N R. Goodale 2,771 1,793 0 0 2372 18,159 1,775 59,188 
26 Lynches River 4,435 4,333 0 33 406 7,603 1,198 46,605 
27 Colleton 0 0 0 10,708 1,869 11,721 20,163 45,531 
28 Little Pee Dee 1,735 961 0 7,936 4,352 19,142 12,848 44,063 
29 Aiken 1,253 724 0 3,809 2,915 19,711 7,572 42378 
30 Barnwell 586 180 2363 2,070 3,087 15,429 5316 41,734 
31 Keowee T oxaway 0 0 1,942 3,892 0 8,047 5,846 41,191 
32 Old Dorchester 0 0 0 0 485 38,495 12,991 38,980 
33 Rivers Bridge 1,756 2,445 0 2,419 774 18,582 1,853 33 236 
34 Poinsett 1,135 580 2,508 5,105 1,497 18,348 1,971 31,959 
35 Jones Gap 0 0 0 1,584 1,086 5,882 10374 31,406 
36 Lee 997 668 0 4,414 731 20,757 14,848 29,6% 
37 Landsford Canal 0 0 0 0 2,731 9,418 1,430 28,674 
38 Givhans Ferry 0 0 1,466 2,007 0 15,520 3,006 20,007 
39 Rose Hill Plantation 0 0 0 0 0 8,132 1,559 14359 
40 Old Santee Canal 0 0 0 0 0 2,534 710 11,491 
41 Woods Bay 0 0 0 0 295 1,426 3,641 10,916 
42 Redcliffe Plantation 0 0 0 0 283 6,495 13% 10,423 
43 Hampton Plantation 0 0 0 0 0 2,334 3,100 6,979 
44 Lake Warren 0 0 0 0 1389 1303 1336 4,456 
45 Calhoun Falls 259 252 0 0 0 0 10 761 

TOTAL 66,265 65364 162,571 809,753 461,911 2,586352 2,000,374 7,236,238 
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COMMISSION NEWS 

Edward L. Young 

YOUNG JOINS PRT 
COMMISSION 

Former U.S. Congressman Edward L. (Ed) Young of 
Florence was recently appointed to the S.C. Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism (PRT) Commission by Gov. 
Carroll A. Campbell. 

Young, who represents the Sixth Congressional Dis
trict, replaces Myrtle Beach businessman Ed Tirrell, whose 
term expired. Young will serve a six-year term. 

The Florence businessman will serve on the commis
sion's Tourism Committee, which oversees policies and 
programs of tourism and travel marketing, and the Develop
ment Committee, which deals with tourism, recreation and 
retirement developments in the private sector. 

He is the head of Young Brothers, a business enterprise 
whose holdings including lodging and camping facilities 
and other real estate developments. Young is chairman of 
the board of directors of the Greater Florence Chamber of 
Commerce and has served on the Florence County 
Accommodations Tax Committee since 1984. 

Young served in the U.S. House of Representatives 
from 1973-75 and served as a member of the S.C. General 
Assembly from 1957-60. His career in the U.S. Army Air 
Corps during World War II earned him the Distinguished 
Flying Cross award for heroism. He earned a bachelor's 
degree in dairy science from Clemson University and has 
been actively involved in all facets of agri-business. He 
operates a dairy farm. 

Young and his wife, the former Harriet Gray Yeargin, 
have four daughters and three grandchildren. 
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FROM THE ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 

WHO CARES? 

Who really cares about the S.C. State Parks? Do the 
visitors really care what goes on in parks or what the 
parks may become? Are visitors only interested in getting 
the lake front campsite or a place to park so they can get 
to the ocean? 

Some people that frequently visit parks develop a 
strong appreciation for certain parks. Other visitors take 
the resources, facilities, and activities for granted. When 
this occurs, it is really our fault. 

We need caring constituents that are interested and 
value the parks. We need to convert park visitors into 
park supporters. We have many problems and chal
lenges ahead. Public support can help us meet these 
challenges. Even with all the effort and skill available from 
within our agency, we must have strong public support to 
meet the challenge and move the park system forward. 

Some people will support the overall park program but 
unfortunately few people understand the park system's 
overall mission. On the other hand, there are many 
people that appreciate certain aspects of what the park 
system provides. Some care about camping or the 
cabins. Other people are interested in the interpretive 
activities and the natural or cultural resources. 

In general, people have very narrow interests. We need 
to somehow broaden their interest so they can appreci
ate the broader spectrum of the park program. For 
example, campers might become more interested in 
resource management when they understand that the 
natural environment directly impacts the enjoyment they 
receive while camping. 

How can we develop park visitors into caring consult
ants? This is a critical issue for both the short and long 
term. First, all of us must realize the importance of public 
support and make the development of a constituency a 
priority for the parks division. 

The development of park visitors into park supporters 
requires us to educate them and do a sales job. To be able 
to achieve these goals, we as parks division employees 
must know and understand the mission of the park 
system and the agency goals. We all have to know what is 
going on and why. We must know and believe in our 
product—the state parks. After we have reached this 
point, we now can get our mesasge to the public. 

It takes a conscientious effort to sell a product, 
regardless of the type or goods or services. We need to 
get new clients (park visitors) and be sure we have 
satisfied customers (park visitors). Of course, we have to 

continue with the basics of clean, well maintained facili
ties and friendly service. We can not keep people coming 
back without taking care of the basic services. We 
traditionally do a pretty good job in this area. 

What we are looking to accomplish is to increase 
visitation and to develop public support. The key to 
public support is to cultivate a relationship with people 
that would be interested in parks if they realized what 
parks are all about. These people can be reached through 
an educational and promotional effort. 

Then there are the people that have a very narrow 
interest in specific parts of the overall park programs. We 
have to expand their interest into other aspects of the 
program. 

These are the two target groups. There will always be 
some people that we can not develop into park support
ers or even park visitors. But, I do believe that there are a 
great number of potential park supporters who will 
become caring constituents if we get our message to 
them. 

How do we get our message to them? First, we can not 
wait for the phone to ring. We have to take the initiative. 
We have to start the process. 

Each of us must make an individual effort to promote 
an appreciation for the park system. Take every opportu
nity possible, then make more opportunities. Talk to 
people. This may be the very best means to promote the 
parks. Look for and take opportunities to meet with 
groups and organizations. 

Do not just make the promotional material available; 
get it into the public's hands. Brochures and materials 
such as "Park View" are worthless as long as they remain 
in cardboard shipping boxes. Be sure every cabin has a 
full set of brochures and Park View every time the cabin is 
rented. Put the material to good use! 

The promotional branch of the program section has 
increased their efforts greatly. Many of the central office 
staff are getting involved with radio and television promo
tions. We will be able to produce a great deal more 
printed material as soon as we learn to use some new 
desk-top publishing equipment. 

The central office staff can not do everything that 
should be done in the way of promotions. Park level 
promotion is also very important. Some interpreters are 
doing an excellent job with local newspaper and radio 
stations. This effort needs to be expanded. Even parks 
without interpreters can make more efforts to get local 
promotions. 
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The activities provided by park interpreters and other 
staff are an excellent means to develop interest and 
appreciation for the park system. For this effort to 
provide positive results, the staff person must be knowl
edgeable and have a thorough understanding of the 
overall program. I hope that all the activities will include 
some information about what parks division is doing to 
improve the system. We need to educate the visitors in 
order to promote their appreciation for the parks and the 
park program. 

Two of the most frequently used phrases that I have 
heard from the public are "I have never heard of that 
park" and "I have not been to the park in years." Well, 
who cares? We do. But we must strive to develop the 
public's interest and appreciation for the parks. When 
they develop an interest and appreciation for the park; 
they will be close to becoming caring constituents that 
will value and respect the outstanding resources available 
for their enjoyment in the S.C. State Park System. 

Charles Harrison 
Assistant Director 

SEASONAL LABOR 
FORPF 

A CRITICAL PROBLEM 

One of the greatest problems facing the park system 
is a shortage of manpower. We have some problems 
finding and keeping full-time employees, but this has not 
been a critical problem. The seasonal labor force is the 
most critical problem at this time of year. We employ an 
additional 400-500 people during the summer months. 
Most of these employees work in one of the three major 
areas...grounds maintenance, retail, or swimming opera
tions. 

During the 1980's, we began to have difficulty finding 
qualified lifeguards. This year we began having a serious 
labor shortage in all types of jobs and in most areas of the 
state. 

There are many reasons that combine to create a labor 
shortage. The most important problem is the large number 
of jobs available and the decreasing labor pool. Competi
tion is keen for the available labor. 

We have a problem and we must find a solution to the 
problem. Money by itself is not a solution. We have to get 
by with fewer seasonal employees. We have to find a way 
to reduce the number of requirements for staffing. Can we 
consolidate some operations? Can we reduce hours or 
days for some operations? Can we stop doing some things 
in their entirety? Instead of spreading the available man 
hours thinly over many area, can we get priorities and 
cover adequately the higher priorities manpower needs? 

By reducing the total number of seasonal employees, we 
can pay the fewer number of employees more per hour. 

Can an aggressive landscaping program (more trees and 
plants, less grass) help? Does centralized or multiple trash 
can racks instead of the single can approach save any 
time? Savings of time equals a reduced manpower need. 

Do retail outlets need to be open the total hours per 
week that they are now open? This is also a cost-profit 
question as well as a manpower question. We have used a 
great many volunteer man hours and several parks are 
getting public service employees. I know this has been 
helpful. What are the drawbacks? Is it a consistent, 
reliable source of labor? 

Every park and operating section has unique needs and 
possibly unique opportunities to get volunteers or subsi
dized labor. It may be only for one day or one project. It 
may be for a long term but for a specialized job such as trail 
work. 

We have to begin thinking: If I want the job done or it 
needs to be done, who can I get to help? As a part of this 
process, we have to think about why would someone want 
to assist me. This will help the process of finding someone 
to help. 

There may be more opportunities for interns, work-
study, and cooperative education programs. There seems 
to be a great many of these possibilities in the resource 
management area. It should have potential in other areas 
as well. 

The development of projects that would be of interest to 
Civic Clubs, Garden Clubs, and environmental organiza
tions is still another approach that should be pursued. We 
have to match the project to the right organization. Then it 
is a "sales" job. 

It will require some creative thinking to solve the labor 
shortage. We can come up with approaches to address the 
problem now or wait until we have a crisis. Either way we 
have to find solutions. Think about this and give me some 
feedback. 

Charles Harrison 
Assistant Director 
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BEAUTIFICATION DOINGS 

THINGS ARE COMING UP 
ROSES FOR LOCAL 
AND STATE PARKS 

verything is coming up roses in South Carolina, 
thanks to the generous donation of more than 10,000 
rose plants to beautify the state's public parks. 

The plants were a gift from Billy Morris, president of 
Womack Nursery in Lake City, to Gov. Carroll A. 
Campbell to enhance public parks throughout the state. 
The Governor's Office enlisted the aid of the S.C. 
Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism (PRT) to 
coordinate the distribution of multi colored hybrids and 
climbing red roses. 

"South Carolina has recovered from Hugo because 
South Carolinians have led the recovery effort. Billy 
Morris is a prime example of the spirit of all citizens of this 
state who love this land and wish to see it prosper and 
grow," Campbell said. 

Morris made a symbolic presentation of the plants 
during the July PRT Commission meeting in Columbia. 
PRT presented the S.C. Tourism Award to Womack 
Nursery and the commission adopted a special resolu
tion commending Morris and his associates. 

"This outstanding cooperation by Womack Nursery is 
making a substantial contribution in enhancing the 
attractiveness of South Carolina as a Keep America 
Beautiful state through the planting of roses at many 
parks and public places," Fred Brinkman, PRT executive 
director, said. 

Morris was also honored with a Distinguished Service 
Award from the Governor's Task Force on Litter and 
received a letter of recognition from Gov. Campbell for 
supporting South Carolina's Clean and Beautiful Pro
gram. 

The bulk of the available plants have been distributed 
to nearly 30 cities, recreation districts and state parks. 
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VISITOR SERVICES NEWS 

The state's travel information center on southbound 
1-95 near Santee has a fresh, new look after undergoing 
extensive interior renovation. 

Renovations to the visitor reception room and office 
areas, all geared toward increasing the center's market
ing capability, totaled $38,000. 

"We're especially excited about the addition of the new 
promotional displays," said Rosalie Dattero Smith, man
ager of Visitor Services at PRT's Division of Tourism. 
"The staffs at these centers are marketing experts for the 
state's tourism attractions and facilities, and this renova
tion will help us in selling the state to the best of our 
ability." 

A larger service counter with lighted display cases and 
extra storage space has been added, along with several 
larger brochure racks with storage and a discount 
coupon board. A new display board features a South 
Carolina map with attractive backlit pictures represent
ing the state's tourism regions. 

Ceiling fans and cool, ceramic tile are new features for 
comfort, as well as a new glass vestibule which was 
installed by the S.C. Department of Highways and Public 
Transportation. The new vestibule creates an air lock 
designed to keep the center cooler in the summer and 
warmer in the winter. The centers are operated coopera
tively by PRT and the highway department. 

SANTEE TRAVEL 
INFORMATION CENTER 

GETS NEW LOOK 
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KNOWLEDGE .. .  INTEREST 

TOOLS FOR SUCCESS IN PUBLIC RELATIONS* 

Every person who has been successful in his or her 
chosen vocation has had access to those tools necessary 
to do the job. A carpenter has the saws, hammers, etc. 
required to do a project. The plumber has the tools of his 
trade the same as doctors have the instruments to 
perform the duties of their chosen profession. All profes
sions require certain tools for the individual to be 
successful. In the previous issue of "Park Lites," this 
column was devoted to the need for good public rela
tions. While this is important to any successful organiza
tion, it is essential in our profession. To be proficient in 
this aspect of our job, we must utilize the tools necessary 
for good public relations. 

There are two basic tools required which were referred 
to in the previous article. These were knowledge and 
interest. Just as some mechanic's tools consist of more 
than one piece, such as a socket set, both knowledge and 
interest are comprised of several elements. Let us first 
consider the elements of knowledge. 

1. A Broad Knowledge of the Department—This 
department was formed for a purpose. It is important that 
you know what this purpose is and be able to discuss it 
when asked to do so. Learn the history of the park 
system. Give attention to the organizational charts. Keep 
up to date with who is in each of the lines of authority and 
their responsibilities. 

2. Be Familiar With Policy—Policies are written to 
guide programs and are based upon knowledge and 
experience. It is important to keep abreast of changes in 
policy and understand the reasons for them. The more 
you know about department policy, the more you 
strengthen your effectiveness in helping to guide pro
grams. 

3. Know the Organization's Plans and Objectives— 
The Strategic Management Plan developed several years 
ago outlines this very effectively. To be well informed on 
this depends upon how much time and effort you are 
willing to spend. To be truly effective in public relations, 
you must look ahead as well as carry out day-to-day 
operations. You must prepare yourself to discuss intelli
gently—and sell—the organization's objectives. 

4. Mastery of Your Own Job—The degree of ability 
you attain in your job will determine your success in the 
field of public relations. Apply the techniques you have 
learned and adapt them to methods. If you find pleasure 
in your work, you take pride in telling others about it. 
Experience is still the best teacher. When added to a solid 
foundation of training, it lends authority to the employee, 
and commands respect in public relations work. 

5. Understand the Work of Others on the Team— 
Learn what others around you are doing. Find out how 
they fit into the team and the relationship of their work to 
yours. In public relations work you may be asked to 
explain the duties of other people in the organization, and 
how it all relates. 

6. Be Knowledgeable of the Park System—Be pre
pared to answer all kinds of questions accurately. Know 
the history, the operations, the administration, and the 
purpose of parks. Be familiar with nearby attractions, 
accommodations, retail outlets, hospitals, etc. Remem
ber, you could be the only contact the visitor may ever 
have with our park sytems, so make a good impression. 

7. Be Knowledgeable of the Rules & Regulations—To 
accomplish our mission, it is necessary to have rules and 
regulations. It is up to you to learn them well and to 
practice them yourself. Enforcement should be done with 
a friendly approach and a pleasant smile. Any other 
approach can seriously damage public relations for the 
entire organization. You must be patient and courteous. 
Explain the reason for the regulation and remember, 
Never Argue. 
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As you now see, knowledge is a tool of many pieces 
and requires effort on your part. To gain this knowledge, 
there are many resources available to you through 
books, magazines, newsletters, etc. Interest on the other 
hand involves human qualities found in each of us. It 
takes a considerable effort to bring these qualities to the 
surface where we may utilize them. Before we can do 
anything well we must want to do it. Often this requires 
that we develop an interest in certain aspects of the job. 
In public relations, you must learn to like people, and you 
must be fond of your work. The pieces that make up the 
tool we call interest are to be considered next. 

1. An Interest in Others—To develop an interest in 
others we must first accept them as individuals with 
thoughts and feelings, hopes and aspirations, successes 
and failures much like our own. We must learn to 
understand the other person and his point of view. 
Through such understanding, the chances are we will 
come to like them. A must for anyone hoping to succeed 
in public relations is the ability to see some pleasing 
characteristic in the person we meet to distinguish that 
individual. 

2. An Enjoyment of Your Work—A person who enjoys 
his work not only does their job better but also inspires 
those around him with some of his own enthusiasm. The 
degree of interest you display in your job before the park 
visitor, or those with whom you have business dealings 
away from the job, reveals your value to the park system. 
If you can't get a little enthusiastic about your work, you 
do not belong on the team. 

3. A Desire to Communicate—A willingness to impart 
factual information, plus a knowledge of how to impart it 
is good communication. You must know what to commu
nicate, when to communicate it, and how to communi
cate it. 

4. A Wish to be Well Informed—A good public 
relations person is well-informed and can talk intelligently 
on more than one subject. Learn as much as you can 
about various subjects, including the park system, and 
develop the ability to discuss them with others. 

5. An Interest in Community Affairs—Take a whole
hearted interest in community affairs. Lend your hands 
and talents in civic programs and projects. You could be 
preparing the way for the time when you or your 
programs will need help. 

6. Search for New Methods—Keep up to date with 
methods and available to impart information to the 
public. Television, radio, and newspapers are excellent 
avenues to inform the public of your park, programs, and 
special events. Technology is advancing every day in this 
area. Computers and facsimile machines are expediting 
the ways information can be distributed. 

7. Attention to Personal Appearance and Manner
isms—Our outward appearance and mannerisms can 
form and retain bad opinions of our park system. It is 
important that we project a clean, wholesome appear
ance. Clothing should be cleaned and pressed. Uniforms 
should be worn properly and with pride. Personal 
cleanliness is of utmost importance. Be aware that your 
personal hygiene can affect your relationship with others. 
The manner of your speaking can be offensive to people. 
Obvious aggressiveness and arrogance are mannerisms 
which can cause resentment. Do not be a know-it-all. A 
park visitor can develop an adverse opinion of the park 
service based on warranted disrespect for some indivi
dual. 

These, then, are the tools for good public relations. 
Training and self improvement, enthusiasm, ability to do 
the job, and job satisfaction are necessary to be success
ful. The well-informed capable individual is the keystone 
of good public relations. 

C. F. Parkman 
Chief of Operations 

*"Park Practice Guidelines" 
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DOLLARS AND SENSE 

REVENUE RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
W„h the ending of the fiscal year on June 30, it is 

always interesting to examine the revenue totals that 
have been generated throughout the Division of State 
Parks. The 1989-1990 fiscal year provided us with some 
very interesting revenue figures. Many variables came 
into play during this period that had a direct effect upon 
the amount of money produced in the system. The 
closing of parks and facilities due to Hurricane Hugo, the 
sale of damaged timber, the reshuffling of the use of 
structures at Myrtle Beach, the addition of lodging at 
Hickory Knob, and a cross-the-board rate increase had 
very substantial influence upon the revenue picture in the 
previous year. 

The use of charts, graphs and numbers in this publica
tion could prove to be very boring to many readers: 
therefore the following is a summary of some very 
interesting facts that are revealed by this past year's 
dollar figures: 

A. Although we experienced numerous closed parks G. 
and the shut down of several facilities due to Hugo, 
the Division grossed $9,684,688 this fiscal year 
which is an increase of $76,000 over 1988-1989. 

B. The sale of damaged timber amounted to $293,836 
with the largest contributors being Santee 
($142,000) and Givhans Ferry ($79,000). 

C. With the addition of 20 new lodge rooms, increased 
play on the golf course, additional revenues in the 
restaurant, and Lake Thurmond being at full pool, 
Hickory Knob broke the 2 million dollar barrier 
with a grand total of $2.1 million. 

D. Even though Myrtle Beach State Park was closed 
for three weeks after the storm and the fishing pier 
was destroyed, the park grossed over 1 million 
dollars and showed an increase in revenue over the 
previous fiscal year. The implementation of the 
remaining pier building into a combination gift 
shop, ice cream parlor, and refreshment stand 
helped to alleviate the revenue short-fall. 

E. Santee State Park broke the 1 million dollar figure 
for the first time despite being closed for several 
weeks. Increased restaurant revenues, higher occu 
pancy rates for the campgrounds and the cabins, 
and rate increases are reflected in this upward 
swing. 

F. Hunting Island continued to be a prime source of 
revenue production for the Division with a total of H. 
over $1.1 million. 

Numerous parks experienced revenue increases 
during FY 1988 1990. The gross sum of these 
increases helped us to overcome a potentially 
disastrous year. 
1. Colleton State Park (wtih increased usage from 

Interstate 95, the return of a 7-day operational 
schedule, and with Givhans Ferry being closed) 
generated an increase of $12,000. 

2. Oconee State Park, with additional revenues in 
all operations, increased their total by $27,000. 

3. Table Rock returned to previous years' revenue 
levels (due to a full lake) and surpassed FY 88-89 
by $63,000. 

4. With Lake Thurmond being at full pool, Baker 
Creek and Hamilton Branch showed substanti
al increases of $9,000 and $21,000 respectively. 

5. Kings Mountain experienced a healthy upswing 
of $18,000 with marked increases in site camp
ing and group camp rentals. 

6. Dreher Island continued its upward swing with a 
total of $311,000 (an increase of $30,000). 

7. Cheraw State Park, with a boost of $8,000 in 
cabin revenue, showed a total increase of over 
$12,000. 

8. Caesars Head showed a rise of $ 11,000 over the 
previous year due to greater sundry and food 
sales. 

All of these revenue upswings helped to overcome 
deficits at Huntington Beach ($93,000) and Charles 
Towne Landing ($617,000). 
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The generation and collection of revenue by the 
Division of State Parks is not the primary goal of our 
Division but it does provide us with the monetary means 
of maintaining facilities and grounds, of administering 
educational and environmental programs, and maintain
ing the great natural resources under our stewardship. 

Mike Davidson 
Manager, Revenue Resources 
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WELL WORTH THE EFFORT! 

VOLUNTEERS IN SOUTH CAROLINA STATE PARKS 

The use of volunteers by state agencies was formally 
addressed by the state in 1978. Act 554 of 1978 was 
passed authorizing state agencies to administer volun
teer programs. The Division of State Parks has since 
developed a policy concerning volunteers and the adminis
tration of the volunteer program. That policy may be 
found in volume III, section 1200, pages 1238-1249, of the 
South Carolina State Parks Policies, Procedures and 
Training Manual. 

A properly orchestrated volunteer program can be a 
wonderful asset to our state park system, a valuable 
experience for the volunteer, and an excellent opportuni
ty for direct involvement by the community. Each year 
volunteers are playing an increasingly important role 
within the South Carolina State Parks system. Last year, 
there were almost 32,000 hours of documented volunteer 
service work within the parks. Each year this number 
increases. However, this still may not be a true picture of 
the volunteer services provided because much of the 
volunteer services may go undocumented. 

Two state parks in particular have benefitted greatly 
from very successful volunteer programs. Those two 
parks are Charles Towne Landing and Sesqui State Park. 
These two parks account for the majority of the docu
mented volunteer service work. In addition to those, 
there are several small parks in the system now that rely 
heavily throughout the year on the services of volunteers 
and restitution or public service workers. 

Services that volunteers provide are as diverse as the 
duties and responsibilities of personnel within the parks. 

These services may be general park maintenance and 
clean up, seasonal campground host, specialized interpre
tive program leader, or clerical assistance. This list could 
go on and on. Volunteer services may come at a one-time 
special event or every day through a direct leadership 
job. There is a significant difference, however, between 
enlisting the help of a volunteer once in a while and 
maximizing volunteer assistance in an ongoing volunteer 
service program. The following elements must be con
sidered in developing a successful volunteer program: 

(1) Preparation and Planning; (2) Recruitment and 
Placement; (3) Orientation; (4) Training and Supervision; 
(5) Record Keeping; (6) Recognition; and (7) Program 
Evaluation. 

Although the state passed a law addressing the use of 
volunteers in 1979 and the parks division developed its 
volunteer policy a little later, volunteerism is not a new 
idea. In fact, it is a deep rooted American tradition. 
However, in recent years, volunteer programs have 
become more sophisticated and more complicated. Too 
often, the initial perception of complicated and unre
solved concerns becomes the sole basis for a decision 
that a well organized volunteer program is not worth the 
effort required to put it together. That is really not a fair 
assumption. But do not take my word for it. Just ask 
someone at one of the parks where a successful volun
teer program is on-going. More than likely, they will say 
they probably could not make it without their volunteers. 
Volunteerism is worth the effort! 

Michael N. Hunt 
Training Coordinator 

Public service workers clean out the moat in the puma exhibit at Charles Towne Landing after Hurricane Hugo. 
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DISTRICT NEWS 

DISTRICT I 

the parks in District I are now open and 
operating. Despite the "HUGO" scars evident here and 
there, things seem back to pretty much normal. It's good 
to see the trams running at Charles Towne Landing. It's 
good to see employees back in dress uniforms relating to 
the public. It's nice to know that once again all the parks 
are available to visitors who genuinely appreciate our 
facilities and services. 

CHARLES TOWNE LANDING 
The park reopened in mid-June and it is good to see 

visitors once again. Contracts are now being let on the 
remaining roof work needed on several buildings. Other 
than the interpretive center and a portion of the animal 
forest being closed, the park is operating as normal. 

COLLETON 
at a year Colleton has enjoyed. Revenue for the 

park for FY 89/90 is almost double that of 88/89. It was 
May before Oconee and Table Rock caught up with 
Colleton on calendar year campground revenue 
(Horace, how's that for a roadside park!). This year's 
Riverfest was another success with many thanks to the 
many volunteers from the Edisto River Canoe and Kayak 
Commission and community supports. 

EDISTO BEACH 
isto continues to enjoy heavy visitation by both 

humans and loggerhead turtles. At last count, there have 
been over 100 turtle crawls on the park's beach this 
season. Most of the crawls result in nests where the turtle 
eggs are laid. Baby turtles will fledge the nests and head 
for the Atlantic in early Fall. New Supt. Mike Spivey has 
adjusted well in taking over the reins at Edisto. Gift shop 
sales have been up this season. 

GIVHANS FERRY 
Last but not least, Givhans Ferry reopened its gates 

on July 4th, thanks to many months of hard work by the 
park crew. Community building and cabin rentals have 
already resumed. Park visitors are glad to once again 
access to the river at the old ferry site. 

HAMPTON 
The plantation looked really good when we reopened 

the gates this Spring. Visitation has been steady through
out the summer. Thanks to Bob Mitchell for loaning 
Interpreter Joe Anderson to Colleton for a stay during 
Riverfest. Joe did an outstanding job with his story telling 
and his female guitar accompanist was great. (Could I 
have her phone number, Joe?) 

HUNTING ISLAND 
You know camping is good at Hunting Island when 

you see units backed up to the gate every Friday 
morning. The "No Vacancy" sign one sees after crossing 
the Beaufort Bridge is also a pretty good indicator. Wel
come to new Trades Craftsman, Gray Tomlinson who 
joined the park staff this summer. Additional welcomes to 
Kirk Dempsey and wife, Elaine. Welcome back to Robert 
Loucks as Ranger II. Robert was promoted when Sonny 
White moved from operations to maintenance. Sorry 
Sonny, no more night duty or late night inventories. 
Cabins 2 and 3 have been moved back from the eroded 
beach and should be safe until renourishment begins. 
Thanks to Jim, Kurt, and their crews for a job well done. 
Thanks to Marshall West for his outstanding coordinat
ing of resources during the moves. 
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HUNTINGTON BEACH 
(damping and day use has been good at Huntington 

despite the park's different look. Temporary buildings 
should be arriving before the end of summer to facilitate 
better office space and improved sales. The beach is 
beautiful and enjoyed by many this season. We are all 
looking forward to the new permanent structures now 
being designed. 

LAKE WARREN 
James Christie and Robert Wiggins are to be com

mended for keeping the crape myrtles, wax myrtles, 
junipers, and river birches alive and well throughout the 
summer drought. Too bad about the two dogwoods, I 
guess there was just too much stress. Work has begun 
putting new rails and cross-bracing under the Wildlife 
Dept's pier. The improvements will make the pier both 
nicer and safer. 

MYRTLE BEACH 
Where have all the lifeguards gone? Myrtle Beach 

perhaps worst than any other park had major problems 
finding qualified guards this summer. Other seasonal 
positions were vacant throughout the summer due 
primarily to a lack of available applicants. I guess next 
year we'll need to raise wages and search for a few good 
men/women. The operation of the renovated pier retail 
sales area has proved successful with camping and 
Trading Post sales being good. Thanks to the support 
from Bobby Turner and Stuart Dudley the recycling 
program has gotten off to a good start. Welcome to new 
Park Ranger, Tony Stephens and wife, Cheryl. Also 
welcome to our new Park Technician, Kevin Davis and 
wife, Twyana to our park family. 

OLD DORCHESTER 
Best of luck to Ranger Poll Knowland who accepted a 

PM A position at Kings Mountain. Poll did an outstanding 
job while at the Old Fort. Charles Cumbee said he would 
miss Poll but not as bad as he'll miss Poll's Husqvarna 
Chain Saw. (What a sweet running machine!). Welcome 
to new Park Ranger, Danny Dewees and his family. 
Danny is a former park tech from Myrtle Beach. 

RIVERS BRIDGE 
Jerry Price was fortunate enough to get a good crew 

of lifeguards for the early summer, but lost them in late 
July due to certifications running out and other conflicts. 
Swimming was excellent during the extremely hot 
months of June and July. 

Larry W. Duncan 
District I Superintendent 

CHARLES TOWNE 
LANDING 

(jreetings from the recently reopened Charles 
Towne Landing State Park. After what seemed an 
eternity following the "H" word, we finally started welcom
ing visitors on Friday, June 15,1990. The reaction of most 
of our regulars has been positive, supportive and very 
complimentary of the work which has already been 
accomplished. Much remains to be done. 

Immediately following our opening the Greek Spring 
Festival (postponed from May) took place. Though the 
crowd was disappointing the Greek Community is al
ready planning next year's festival. Many of our regular 
company customers have held their long delayed picnics 
already or are planning them for the fall. The second 
session of Summer Fun Day Camp is currently under
way. Coordinator Christina Zeigler says she feels more 
comfortable with the second session after having seen 
the workings of the first. 

The weather has finally given us a break. Not very long 
ago the whole state was sweltering and dry. After several 
weeks of nearly record heat the much needed rainy 
season has helped to cool things back down into the 
upper 80's and 90's. It has also greatly eased the fear of 
fire. 

The Animal Forest reports the birth of three wolf pups 
in April and a bison calf several months ago. Recently 
completed was a covered feeding area for the deer. 
Immediate plans call for the construction of shelters in 
the bison and elk habitats to help alleviate the lack of 
shade. 

The summer of '90 is winding down and it really has 
seemed to fly by. Several of our college A-2 employees 
have already left for back to school and many others will 
follow shortly. We are hoping for a somewhat more 
routine fall than we had last year. We wish the same for 
you and yours. 

Robert M. Badger 
Business Associate II 
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DISTRICT NEWS (Cont'd.) 

EDISTO BEACH 
We can all tell that summer is here with the camping 

area and cabins filled to capacity and daily calls from 
many people calling for reservations. Our revenue and 
attendance is up compared to last year. With all the 
camping and cabin reservations coming in, we are 
looking forward to an excellent fall season. 

One of the attractions at Edisto, is the nesting activities 
of the "Loggerhead Sea Turtle." At this time we have had 
over 120 nests laid, and eggs from 12 of these nests have 
hatched by producing over 1600 baby turtles. This year 
the park was able to hire Mr. Bob Norton to walk the 
beach each day to mark and record all vital information 
about the nesting activity. 

Thanks to Dianne Belle, our naturalist for the excellent 
job she has done. Attendance at her programs has been 
good, with the turtle walks at night being the most 
popular. 

Thanks to the maintenance crew for the excellent job 
they have done, keeping the grass cut, restrooms clean 
and the entire park looking good. 

Thanks to the ranger staff for keeping the reservations 
system straight and keeping most of the campers happy. 
Thanks also to Sandra Jones, our desk clerk for all her 
help. She has made my transition as Superintendent 
much easier. 
I would like to welcome Bob Strickland back to Edisto 

where he worked as a Ranger I. He will be replacing 
James Flaten, who resigned June 30. I'm sure he will do 
an excellent job as our new Ranger III. 

Once again, I would like to thank the maintenance 
staff, ranger staff and my desk clerk for all their hard work 
and for making me feel welcome at Edisto. 

Thanks also to Mr. Larry Duncan for his help during 
my first few months here. 

Come see us some time! 
Mike Spivey 

Superintendent 

HAMPTON PLANTATION 
It's hard to believe that summer is almost over. Rains 

this past week have left me with the feeling that maybe we 
won't have a drought this year like we had several years 
back. Most of our time this year has been spent trying to 
keep up with the grass. So far the grass is winning. The 
"storm" has left us with many new open areas to grow 
grass. We have also noticed several grass and plant 
species that have never been observed here before. 

Visitation continues to pick up as people discover that 
we haven't washed away. Programs completed are the 
Carolina Rice Culture and the Archibald Rutledge walk
ing tour. All of the programs were successful and we have 
many more lined up through Christmas. Joe has taken 
his show on the road doing programs at several different 
schools and to many church groups. Joe also assisted the 
staff at Poinsett with a group of Girl Scouts last June. Joe 
has also participated in the Edisto Riverfest and Earth 
Day 90 at Myrtle Beach. 

Resource Management plans implemented for 1990 
include the Live Oak Tree plan. Site plans for managing 
the Red Cockaded Woodpecker and an experimental 
Wildflower plot. The latter will not be possible because of 
soil conditions so we are looking at establishing Wildlife 
plots. The Exhibit plan submitted has received favorable 
reviews and we look forward to pushing forward with it 
this year. Also being considered is re-impounding an old 
rice field and managing for migratory waterfowl. This one 
project has much potential for resource and environ 
mental interpretation and we hope to work with it in the 
near future. 

Our last project is the boat dock on Wamba Creek. We 
hope that we can have this in place in the near future. 
This endeavor will allow visitors to view not only a 
beautiful creek but the former rice fields for Hampton. 
The park will be accessible by water for boaters and the 
potential for natural and recreational programs cannot 
be understated. 

Our new park brochure looks like it may be reality this 
year. A lot of time and effort has went into creating it. I 
would like to thank Kay White for her efforts. Also Irvine 
Pitts and Stan Hutto for their assistance with our many 
different projects. Many thanks also to Dan Bell for the 
assistance and direction given to compile the information 
to make the many reports accurate. 

We are looking at this fiscal year as one to get our 
maintenance and interpretive programs back on track. 
After the "storm" it literally seems as if we have lost a year 
of work. This year we are looking for increases in 
revenue, attendance, number of maintenance projects 
completed and a closer relationship with the businesses 
and people that can make these things happen. Here's 
hoping that your summer is safe and productive. If you 
are in our area, please consider this an invitation to stop 
in and say hello. 

Robert A. Mitchell 
Superintendent 
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OUR KIDS — 
OUR FUTURE 

of us as Superintendents or Rangers have from time 
to time been approached by individuals who saw a need or 
just wanted to do something on our respective parks. I was 
approached by a lady from McClellanville in January of 
1990 about working with plants and flowers on the park. 
Her name is Dolly Gambrell and while her interests are 
varied her passion is with old plant varieties and how people 
two centuries ago used them. Since we did not have a plan 
for our gardens I told her that perhaps for now she might 
work with an area Garden Club and lend her expertise in 
that regard. 

In March Dolly again contacted me wanting to bring a 
teacher from the local elementary school in Hampton. They 
were looking for a project that the kids could work on until 
the end of the school term. I was introduced to Mrs. 
Shefield who taught a class of learning disabled children at 
St. James Santee Elementary. They wanted a small plot of 
ground to plant a history garden. The children would work 
the soil, plant the seeds and plants and then care for them. 
The idea was to involve them in an activity that would 
stimulate their minds to the cultural, historical and natural 
resources, all which were reasons that settlers first came to 
this area. This project would be more than a school lesson 
as it would also teach basic skills that these children 
would always use, such as a respect for the natural 
resources, a knowledge of their heritage and satisfying 
their need to nurture and care for living things. 

A twelve foot square Dlot of ground was selected behind 
the Kitchen building. Joe and I conducted initial archeao-
logical investigations, the site was deemed suitable and 
work began in earnest. The kids worked the ground and 
placed plants in four seperate areas based on the origin of 
the plant. Plants were selected from the four continents of 
the world, North America, South America, Europe and 
Africa. These plants may have come to the colony and were 
thought to be used by the first settlers for cooking, 
medicines, dyes and fragrances. Plant species were selected 

by Dolly Gambrell based on historical research and were 
donated by Park Seed Company and Wal-Mart provided all 
of the necessary hand tools. It was great to see the kids take 
an interest in the project. Joe and I spent time with the class 
doing nature and history classes. 

By late May the garden was growing and looking great. 
The kids had spent a lot of time reading and studying each 
plant, its purpose and use. All of this was done to prepare 
for the Open House at the end of the month. Each student 
had to make a presentation about a part of the garden. 
Three elementary schools from Charleston County were 
represented for the Open House. In all over 600 students 
were hosted over a two-day period. The response to the 
garden was excellent with six classes wanting to participate 
in the garden next year. 

This program was beneficial to the students in many 
ways. Along with working with plants and learning history 
they worked on their attention span. It gave them a sense of 
responsibility, and taught them good work attitudes, 
behavioral skills and creativity. 

This project motivated the students to work cooperative
ly as a team, developed a "can do" attitude increasing their 
self-esteem and self confidence to a point where it was very 
apparent at the end of the project. 

For the students it was a great learning opportunity. 
Parks are great outdoor learning centers. I can't think of 
many places where one can be out in the fresh air doing 
something you can enjoy while learning all at the same time. 
For us, it was a great opportunity to meet and work with a 
group of students who wanted to learn the many things we 
had to share. I feel that what we give of ourselves to others is 
what are here for. The lessons learned by our students, I'm 
sure, will be used in the future. Our kids are our future. The 
time and energies spent with them today can only make the 
world a better place tomorrow. Hampton Plantation -
"Meeting the Needs of the Future Today—In Service to the 
Community." 

Robert A. Mitchell 
Superintendent 
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DISTRICT NEWS (Cont'd.) 

HUNTING ISLAND 
As you are reading this issue, hopefully the weather 

has turned cooler than what we experienced the first half 
of the summer. As we get older, at least in my situation, 
our memories aren't as sharp as they used to be but I 
don't remember it being so hot and dry as it was in July. I 
hope August brings some relief. 

Hunting Island has had several personnel changes in 
the last couple of months. We would like to welcome new 
Ranger I Kirk Dempsey and his wife, Elaine both of whom 
are local and grew up in the Beaufort area. Sonny White, 
Ranger II at Hunting Island transferred over to the 
maintenance side as Groundskeeper Supervisor and 
Robert Loucks, Ranger I Myrtle Beach, was transferred 
to fill this Ranger II position. Jim Van Valkenburgh from 
Gainesville, G A was hired as the new Assistant Ranger I. 
Gray Tomlinson, a local contractor, was hired as the new 
Trades Craftsman and brings with him a lot of expertise 
in this field. We welcome these people to Hunting Island 
and look forward to working with them. 

The two cabins that we began moving the last of May 
have been back on the rental block now for a couple 
months (1 hope). My appreciation goes out to each 
individual involved in this project: J. R. Altman, Oscar 
Kelley, James Summers, Lawrence Walters, Don Hollo-
way, Donald Schumpert, Jimmy Creech and Roy Atkin
son who really worked straight through during the fourth 
of July week assisting the block mason with the rebar in 
the piers. I also would like to thank Kurt Becht as he 
physically got right in the work process and to Jim 
Newman who approved all the PI bids sheets and got 
them back to me in quick time so everyone could get 
paid. Everybody did a great job and we at Hunting Island 
are most thankful because we really did not want to have 
to call the people who had these cabins rented and tell 
them that their vacation at Hunting Island had been 
cancelled. 

As always, stop in and say hello if you are in the 
neighborhood as we would like to see you. 

Marshall West 
Superintendent 

HUNTINGTON BEACH 
We here at Huntington Beach hope your summer 

has been as interesting as ours. We have had several 
kinds of incidents this summer but it was not anything we 
could not handle. 

The only two things we could not handle or change was 
the heat (HOT, HOT, HOT) and the growing grass 
(GROW-CUT, GROW-CUT, GROW-CUT). But we did 
manage to make it day by day. 

I would like to thank the park staff for their support this 
summer. Since my arrival in April the staff has been very 
cooperative and supportive of me and the changes I have 
made. I hope they look forward to the changes in the 
future as much as I do. 

1 would like to welcome June Turner to the staff as the 
clerical specialist. June brings with her four years park 
experience from Myrtle Beach State Park. 

We should have a lot of changes by the next issue of 
Park Lites, so I will fill you in on those later and save my 
space for the next issue. 

Come by to see us anytime you can. 
Ray T. Stevens 
Superintendent 

LAKE WARREN 
reetings to everyone from Lake Warren! The park 

is beginning to shape up, and with only two of us here it is 
taking some time. They dry weather in June allowed us to 
do some needed clearing, but now this rain in July has put 
us to cutting a lot of grass. The task of getting our 
Community Building completed is still being battled and it 
seems to be a very slow war. However, we are still 
optimistic that the Community Building will be completed 
and it will be well used this fall and winter. We have plans 
to do more landscaping this fall and begin work on our 
trails. 

We are looking forward to our Park Technician 
starting to work in August. With this position filled we 
hope to make a significant positive impact on the 
appearance of the park and its visitation. 

We invite you to come and see us! 
James A. Christie Robert S. Wiggins 
Superintendent Ranger 
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MYRTLE BEACH OLD DORCHESTER 
This summer at Myrtle Beach State Park has been 

like most summers, fast paced and hectic. It's obvious 
from the number of visitors here that the hurricane did 
not cause our park to lose any of its popularity. Visitors 
have flooded the park continuously since summer began. 
Lots of familiar faces and long time Myrtle Beach 
campers have returned—all expressing deep concern on 
the effects of the hurricane and very much relieved to see 
the park looking so well. 

With our new entrance finally open, visitors have a 
much easier time entering the park. It also makes our 
park much more visible from Highway 17. A new 
guardhouse was erected at the new front gate to house 
the gate guard while on evening duty. 

Drought has plagued the park this summer. At the time 
this article was written this area was four inches below 
the normal rainfall for the season. This has had a 
devastating effect on the park's loblolly pine trees. 
Already weakened by Hurricane Hugo, a large majority 
of these trees have been attacked by Southern Pine 
Beetles. Many of these trees have already died and will be 
removed from low traffic areas soon. The trees affected 
in the campground area will be removed as soon as 
camping slows down. The drought has also caused 
several small streams and our pond to completely dry up. 

Several buildings changes have also taken place on the 
park. The pier building has been totally renovated and is 
now a gift shop. The park offices are also located in this 
building. A new office was built inside the Nature Center 
for the Park Naturalist. Due to the damage that the Ice 
Cream Parlor received from the hurricane, it has been 
converted into a picnic shelter. Ice cream sales are now 
located inside the pier building. Work has not yet begun 
on the pier itself but steps have been constructed on the 
remaining portion for beach access. Walkways destroyed 
during the hurricane have also been replaced. 

During the summer the park began a recycling project. 
Wooden containers were built and placed in the camp
ground for visitors to recycle glass and aluminum. After 
working out a few logistical kinks this project seems to be 
running smoothly. All proceeds from recyclables go to 
the Aluminum Cans For Burned Children program. 

I'd like to take this opportunity to welcome our new 
ranger, Tony Stephens, and his wife. Tony replaces 
Robert Loucks who was promoted to Hunting Island 
State Park. 

Robert J. Turner 
Superintendent 

^Jreetings to all!! I hope that everyone had a great 
summer. 

I would like to take this chance to welcome the 
DeWees family to Old Dorchester. Dan came from 
Myrtle Beach State Park as a Park Technician. 

I would like to thank Donnie Barker and everyone 
involved for their hard work in removing the skeletal 
remains. They were finally removed and will be reburied 
somewhere safer on the park at a later date. 

If by chance you are in the neighborhood come by and 
see us. We will be looking forward to seeing you. 

Charles G. Cumbee 
Superintendent 

RIVERS BRIDGE 
Summer has come to Rivers Bridge with all the things 

that come with it: heat, insects, cutting grasS, and getting 
the swimming pool ready for the onslaught of swimmers. 

On May 11th Rivers Bridge was again host to the 
Confederate Memorial Day service which was attended 
by approximately 200 persons. Dr. Ernest M. Lander 
from Clemson, who has written books on the Civil War 
era, gave the main address to the group. 

C. B. and Linda Finger were made proud grandparents 
of Dale Spencer Armstrong on May 22. A beautiful boy, if 
I do say so myself! 

Due to the dry conditions in the park during June we 
had a visit from a seven foot alligator. There is a large 
deperssion not far from the main road and it seems that 
the "gator" was looking for water. Timmy Hiers, our Park 
Technician was the first to spot it, Jerry Price showed it 
to me a week later near the road. Since then we have had 
some rain and the alligator has returned to his home in 
the swamp. 

Revenues for camping and rental of the Community 
Building are up this fiscal year, and although Rivers 
Bridge is "off the beaten path" we get quite a few out-of-
state campers at our campgrounds. 

As summer draws to a close, the pool will shut down 
and winter projects will begin. If you're by this way stop in 
and say hi! 

C. B. Finger 
Ranger II 
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DISTRICT NEWS (Cont'd.) 

Many scout groups use state 
park facilities for meetings, camp-
outs, hikes and other activities. 
Here's a group from the Charles
ton area that visited Colleton 
State Park this summer. 

Myrtle Beach Superintendent 
Bobby Turner checks the recycl
ing containers in the park camp
ground. Proceeds from the recy
cled material are donated to the 
"Aluminum Cans For Burned Child
ren" program. 

Bicycle maintenance and re
pairs at Charles Towne Landing 
are handled by the volunteer pro
gram. 
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DISTRICT NEWS (Cont'd.) 

The best thing about a hot summer is how fast it flys 
by! It has been said that this is a sign of old age, having 
fun, or being very busy. I think I have all three symptoms. 
In spite of time flying by, I hope everyone had a chance to 
spend some "Good Times" with family and friends this 
summer. 

Things are really happening in and around District II 
Parks. 

AIKEN 
summer storm knocked down several trees late 

one night. Luckily no one was injured and no damage to 
structures was experienced. Congratulations goes to 
Bobby Arthurs for remaining undefeated in five Cruise-
weight Pro Boxing Fights. He trains hard in the gym and 
his work in the heat this summer as a Park Technician 
has helped his conditioning. 

BARNWELL 
The new picnic shelter has been frequently used due 

to its good location. Some visitors like to be in the heat 
(no pun) of action and this shelter appeals to them. The 
most popular facility at this park is the large Community 
Building. The park staff does an excellent job in keeping 
this building in top shape. 

CHERAW 
Golf, Golf, Golf—The local residents are talking 

golf. Construction is now underway as clearing for the 
course scheduled for opening in 1992 began in August. 
The next two years will be interesting as this park 
develops. A summer storm also hit this park with severe 
damage to the campground restroom. 

LEE 
Storm clean up still dominates life at Lee. The loop 

road is still closed as are the horse trails. Even after the 
heavy equipment is gone, much has to be done to 
beautify a park. Local interest in the equestrian facilities 
has been on the increase this year. 

LITTLE PEE DEE 
^^ampers continue to discover this lake front camp

ground. The park has had a productive summer season 
with revenue higher than the past several years. 

LYNCHES RIVER 
Use at the pool complex is higher than past sum

mers. The heat lured visitors in to cool off in the pool. 

N. R. GOODALE 
The recent late summer rains helped the grass turn 

green at the golf course. On my last visit someone was 
playing on every hole. 

OLD SANTEE CANAL 
Hugo is still very visible. Hopefully the boardwalk 

and trails will be open by mid-winter. The impressive 
Interpretive Building is nearing completion as is the work 
on the many cultural and natural history exhibits. OSC 
will definitely be "The" place to go this spring. 

POINSETT 
The wounds are healing fast. The park crew has been 

busy grinding stumps and cleaning up the final bits of 
debris in the use areas. Hopefully the nature trail will be 
reopened by this printing. 

REDCLIFFE 
i^new approach to the retail sales operation will add 

to the revenue picture as well as be enjoyed by visitors. 
The hot dry early summer weather affected this park with 
many trees turning brown. Hopefully rains will improve 
this condition. 
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SANTEE 
The Tackle Shop-Restaurant area is going to look 

extra sharp when the parking area renovations are 
complete. The staff is excited about the Big Daddy 
Fishing Tournament in August. This is the fifteenth 
annual contest designed for parent-child fun. 

WOODS BAY 
The Bay has also recovered well from the storm. The 

trails are open and visitors are again enjoying the peace 
and quiet of an undisturbed Carolina Bay. 

It has been a good summer throughout the District. The 
hard work after the storm proved to be well worth the 
effort when the visitors came in this summer for fun and 
relaxation. Have a good fall season and watch out for 
time, because it's flying by. 

Van Stickles 
District II Superintendent 

BARNWELL 
Greetings from Barnwell! By the time this issue of 

Park Lites is mailed, hopefully we will all have completed 
another safe and productive summer season. For us here 
at Barnwell, our cabins and community center keep us 
busy during all seasons. Back in May we had a run of 
thirteen straight rentals in our community house. This 
has also been a very busy summer for our cabins. We 
haven't had a week-end opening since May and most 
weeks have also been booked. Our first open week-end is 
August 24th. 

With fall approaching, we will be shifting gears to 
complete all of our approved work projects. Hopefully we 
won't have another Flugo to set us all back. 

Before closing I would like to take a minute to thank the 
staff here for a job well done this past year. My hat is off to 
Carrol Zissette, Rick Robertson and Floyd Spears. These 
men do an outstanding job and I am very proud to work 
with them. 

Stop by and visit if you're in the area. 
Homer Stanton 
Superintendent 

CHERAW 

W,m summer in full swing, we have plenty to report. 
Most park visitors must now ask about our damage from 
Hugo. With the stumps removed throughout the day use 
areas, and nature's unique ability to heal itself, the 
damage is now barely noticeable. The heat wave that 
produced the 100° weather in early July brought many 
swimmers and picnickers to the park searching for relief. 
On July 4, all picnic tables were claimed by 9:30 am and 
later picnickers searched in vain for tables. The result, 
old fashioned blanket picnics sprung up across the day-
use area. 

Summer programs have been highlighted by very 
popular and successful Moonlight Canoe Trips to the 
head of Lake Juniper. Each month this program has filled 
rapidly and participants have left with a sense of wonder 
and accomplishment. Many park visitors participated in 
July 4th acvitivies as well. These programs were focused 
on an awareness of creative re-use and recycling of 
materials commonly thrown away. Programs included 
recycling paper, making bird feeders from 2 and 3 liter 
soda bottles, and making simple hummingbird feeders 
from shallow household containers. Completed projects 
were taken home by participants. 

Earlier this spring, we combined a very productive 
wood duck management project with Nature Explorer 
and public programs. Management of any species, 
though valuable biologically, is less meaningful if people 
cannot participate and see the beneficial results first 
hand. Biologist Craig Sassier explained how the South 
Carolina Waterfowl Association's wood duck research 
and production programs are carried out. Program 
participants were able to watch as hens were banded, 
gaze into a wood duck nest box, and "candle" an egg to 
determine its incubation stage. During the 1990 produc
tion season through mid June, Cheraw State Park's 24 
wood duck boxes produced 269 chicks and there were 
nearly 100 eggs still in incubation. In two years, 20 hens 
have been banded and 7 of 9 provided nesting sites for 
bluebirds, screech owls, prothonatary warblers, and 
great crested flycatchers. All told, a very successful 
project! 

Sondra Johnson 
Naturalist 
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LITTLE FEE DEE 
The summer season is beginning to slow down here 

at Little Pee Dee. It has been a very productive summer 
considering our swimming area was only open on week
ends. We surpassed last year's revenue and are looking 
forward to doing even better next year. I would like to 
thank the staff here at Little Pee Dee, Brian, Johnny and 
Ronald Stroud our supplemental for making the transi
tion from Ranger I at Redcliffe to Ranger II here a very 
easy and enjoyable task. You all are a pleasure to work 
with. 

We have four programs on schedule for the remainder 
of the year. The first program is on August 18th and will 
be on trees of the Pee Dee. The second program is 
scheduled for October 6th and is a program on owls. The 
third and fourth programs will be on October 27th and 
November 11th and will deal with reptiles of the Pee Dee. 
We are really looking forward to these programs and 
hope some of you can come out and join us. 

In closing I would like to invite any of you passing 
through this area to stop by and visit. I hope you all have a 
very safe and productive year. 

David Senter 
Ranger 

N. R. GOODALE 
^Jreetings from Goodale. Well, we finally got the 

contractors in to help finish cleaning the rest of the Hugo 
debris. The maintenance crew has been busy with 
replacing the old chain link fence at the park entrance 
with a rustic wooden one. Really looks great! The golf 
course with helpful advice from Bob Johnson, golf course 
superintendent at Hickory Knob, and the hard work from 
the park staff is coming along. 

The recreation building and picnic shelters have all 
been reserved just about every weekend so far this 
summer. 

We have had good crowds of swimmers all summer 
long too. Looking forward to starting work on our winter 
work projects and a cool October breeze. 

Well, come see us, we'll either play nine holes of golf or 
try and catch a nice mess of bream. 

Jim Graham 
Superintendent 

OLD SANTEE CANAL 
As summer draws to a close, we note many changes 

and new experiences at Old Santee Canal. July 28th 
marked the first anniversary of the park's opening. 
Although the debris removal has just started and the two 

major attractions of the park—boardwalks and the 
Interpretive Center—are not ready for visitor use, the 
picnic area reopened Easter Weekend. This spring, Mark 
Hilton and I went into the schools with programs, and 
after Easter we had some schools come out to the park. 

The Interpretive Center construction is progressing. 
We hope to be in the building around Christmas. Ed 
Nesbit, park superintendent, went to Gainesville, Florida 
in July to see the construction of the exhibits to be 
housed in the center. Some of the exhibits will include an 
operating model of a lock, a replica of the CSS Little 
David (built at Stony Landing Plantation in 1863)—the 
first submersible torpedo boat ever used, and two bald 
eagles near a large live oak tree towering inside the 
building. All of these and much more are eagerly awaited 
by the park staff as well as those who have watched the 
progress of the building. 

Another change was the addition to Park Technician 
Clayton Thomason's family. He and his wife Stacey had a 
daughter, Summer Virginia, born on June 13. All is 
reported well in the Thomason family. 

Ed, Judy and Jay Nesbit had an exchange student from 
France living with them for the month of July. David 
Dufond, age 17 from Soisy, France (20 minutes south of 
Paris) was a frequent visitor around the park. David came 
to the United States to learn to speak English better. He 
said that he would encourage his sister to participate in 
the program. Travel wasn't new for David as he has 
visited Germany, Great Britain, Norway, Sweden, Spain, 
Greece, Italy, Denmark, and Tunisia. His favorite activity 
was fishing and he said that even though he likes warm 
weather, it is much hotter here than France, where he 
said his family does not need an air conditioner. He 
returns for his final year in high school before leaving to 
study Psychology in one of the universities in Paris. It was 
very nice to have an influence of foreign culture along the 
banks of the Biggin Creek this summer. 

As for foreign culture, I experienced that of Germany 
and Austria for just over 2 weeks in July. The choir that I 
sing with in Charleston was selected as one of only three 
choirs from the United States to sing in the Salzburg 
Church Music Festival as a part of the Salzburg Music 
Festival (the same one as in the Sound of Music!) It was a 
great honor to go. Our group was able to meet a choir 
from the Soviet Union. That was something truly exciting 
even though we could only communicate through two 
different interpreters. After the Festival our group went 
to Germany. I was able to see a lot of different museums 
and got to see some of the locks on the European canals. 
These locks were probably similar in size to the locks on 
the Santee Canal where the rise and fall was between 5 
and 10 feet. The only other lock that I have been through 
was the lock at Pinopolis Dam at the lower end of Lake 
Moultrie. The lift there is 75 feet. It was a good experience 
to view the operation of different sized locks. In addition, I 
noticed that those countries were very clean. There was 
no litter in the country and along the roads, except in 
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Munich, but there wasn't a lot there. The Germans 
recycle everything. They are a lot farther ahead of the 
United States in that regard. It was all great fun and a 
good learning experience for me. 

On a sad note 1 returned from vacation to learn that 
Mark Hilton had left the park to enter the world of 
teaching. He will be teaching 6th grade in Macedonia. We 
wish him well. 

As the heat of the summer and the evening thunder
storms roll on, we hope that all is well at your park. Come 
visit when you can! 

Mary Seabrook 
Curator 

W,h the rebirth of the plant life and the growing of 
the park facilities—the Interpretive Center, there is a 
different type of birth and growing at the Old Santee 
Canal State Park. I would like to tell the PRT family that 
my family has grown by one. My wife Stacey gave birth to 
a 5 lb. 3 oz. precious little girl on June 13. Summer 
Virginia makes us one more of the proud parents of the 
PRT family. As the PRT family grows into the future with 
the hope of good things to come, so does the Thomason 
Family. Thank you. 

Clayton Thomason 
Park Technician 

POINSETT 
Poinsett is enjoying a very busy summer thus far. 

Between the final clean-up, regular park operations, and 
programs we are staying very busy. The roof at Larry's 
house was completed in late May, and we are still working 
on some Hugo-related projects. The contractors doing 
our final clean-up finished on June 29 and they did a very 
good job on the park. The trail contractors began work 
on July 10, and should be finished by the end of the 
month. We were able to re-open Shelters 3 and 5 on July 
14. With this opening, only the trails remain closed from 
Hugo. John Bugg, our Groundskeeper Supervisor, has 
been working hard with the new stump grinder, grinding 
over 450 stumps so far here and at the Tomb. Speaking of 
Sumter's Tomb, only the fence remains to be repaired. 
We have had help from the Highway Department and the 
inmates from the Wateree River Correctional Institute. 
We had a forest fire June 24 that burned about 3'/2 acres. 
It was sighted by our "junior assistant" John Russell, 
whose mother runs the concession stand. If it weren't for 
John reporting it so soon, it could have been much 
worse. I've been very busy doing programs both on and 

off the park, filming TV segments, and working on 
newspaper articles and feature stories. Off park pro
grams have included children's programs at the County 
Library, Lee State Park, Camp Bob Cooper, and various 
other day camps. June 25-29 Poinsett was host to 
Naturescope 90 Girl Scout Day Camp. Joe Anderson 
and I worked some long days to present programs to the 
140 girls. They were here for five days and one night. I just 
finished three days of programs for the TIME Team, a 
church group from Georgia and Tennessee who ran day 
camps for local children from July 9 to July 13. The 
children came in from the Sumter/Manning area. We still 
have quite a few programs between now and Labor Day, 
including a 4-day Nature Explorers Day Camp. So far this 
summer, our program attendance is up over 1000 people 
over last summer. We hope that these busy trends 
continue at Poinsett, and if you are in this area, stop by 
the new and improved Poinsett. 

Dale Schoolfield 
Park Interpreter 

SANTEE 
As the season begins to change, so does the face of 

Santee State Park. A new parking facility for the Lake-
view Restaurant is near completion, as well as a new 
parking facility for the Tackle Shop and Park Office. 
These changes along with the additional landscaping will 
really add to the entire west side of the park. 

The Lakeview Restaurant's appeal and unique setting 
on the shore of Lake Marion continue to surprise first-
time visitors. The beauty of the facility with its picture
sque front porch dining is a certain eye opener. This 
summer has been very productive for the restaurant. The 
new parking facility should complete the existing facili
ties. 

The damaged ranger residence has been completed. 
Bob Parrish and Wayne Shumpert worked many hours 
on the project. The end result is impressive and our hats 
are off to them for a job well done. 

Our Wildlife Mangement Programs are in full force. 
The Red-Cockaded Woodpecker management area has 
been very successful. Irvin Pitts tells us there are two new 
active colonies since our management program began. 
We are continuing our management program with the 
wood duck, which has also been very successful hatching 
99 eggs last season. 

We would like to welcome Mr. Richard Paisley and his 
wife Sharon to the Santee family. Richard comes from 
Kings Mountain and is really enjoying Santee's mild 
summer weather. 

In closing, a big thanks to the entire team here at 
Santee for such a successful summer. 

Phil Gaines 
Superintendent 
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Joe Anderson, park interpreter at Hampton Plantation, presents a nature 
session at Poinsett for a group of Girl Scouts. 

Model trees being constructed at Museum Services. The interpretive center at 
Old Santee Canal will have life-size models of trees located inside the building! 

Employees at Museum Services, Gaines
ville, Florida, inspect a scale model of the 
interpretive center being constructed at Old 
Santee Canal State Park. This company is 
constructing exhibits for the center. This relief mural, under construction 

at Museum Services, Inc., will be in
stalled in the interpretive center at Old 
Santee Canal State Park. SCWA Biologist Craig Sassier plugs the hole 

of a duck box to prevent the hen from flying as 
members of the Chesterfield High School Biolo
gy Club observe. Dale Schoolfield, park interpreter at 

Poinsett, conducts a program for a 
group of Girl Scouts camping at the 
park. 

SCWA Biologist Craig Sassier helps a Nature Explorer look 
inside a wood duck nest box at Poinsett. 
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DISTRICT NEWS (Cont'd.) 

These past few months have certainly been busy 
ones in District III. Attendance and revenue have been up 
all summer and should continue to rise if the weather 
holds. Few projects have been completed this summer 
due mainly to the extremely good summer we're having. 

Devils Fork State Park, located at Lake Jocassee, is 
well underway. Presently, the water, sewer and electrici
ty is nearing completion. All rough grading has been 
finished with footings being poured. 

As you may well know, the park is to have a bath
house/swimming area, twenty cabins, park store, laun
dry, four boat launch ramps, three comfort stations, two 
picnic shelters, two residences, shop building with RV 
campground, and some boat-in campsites. 

Plans are for construction to be complete by May, 
1991—so get those applications ready! 

Apple season is just around the corner, so if you're up 
this way to buy apples, come by for a visit. 

Horace Craig 
District III Superintendent 

CAESARS HEAD 
Well , Caesars Head now has its third interpreter in 

six months. Stan Hutto has been promoted to Senior 
Resource Management Biologist in the Columbia office. 
I, Mae Lee Hafer, am the new park interpreter here at 
Caesars Head. My family and I really enjoy the moun
tains, particularly the cooler weather and lower humidity! 

We've also hired a new maintenance supplemental, 
Harry Hafer, to help Scottie Pruitt keep the park looking 
great for our visitors. The park looks better than ever 
since Scottie planted all those beautiful flowers he got 
from Kings Mountain. 

The ladies in the store have been doing a super job 
serving the public this summer. Much thanks goes to Rita 
Smith, store manager, Kaye Smith, Stefanie and Angie 
Skerrett for the great work. Keep it up! 

Michele White, our Ranger II, has been busy making 
sure that the park runs smoothly and that John stays in 
line. 

I would like to thank the staff here at Caesars Head for 
making my family and me feel welcome to the mountain. 

Mae Lee Hafer 
Park Interpreter 

CROFT 
Hello from Croft! Things here are looking up. We are 

looking forward to our first deer hunting seminar sched
uled for September. The program is a project of Ranger 
III Richard Bishop. Richard has arranged for Joe Kelly, an 
experienced deer hunting guide and expert on white tail 
deer, to conduct the seminar. The program will cover all 
areas in hunting white tail deer. We are also kicking 
around the idea of a wildlife photography workshop in the 
near future. 

We are also looking forward to the November issue of 
South Carolina Wildlife, since it is to include an article 
about Croft. Professor Bob Powell of Converse College, 
Wildlife Officer and writer Glenn Oeland, Richard and I 
walked the nature trails, lake areas, family cemetaries 
and other areas of the park gathering information for the 
article. We are excited about having our park featured in 
the magazine. 

The Spartanburg Horseman's Association has put on 
some outstanding shows since the last issue. The July 
and August horse shows were held at night to escape the 
heat. These are really enjoyable with the lights adding 
greatly to the look of the show. 

Camping, fishing, and swimming are all going well. 
Visitors from out of the Spartanburg area are always 
surprised to find an Olympic size pool complex in the 
middle of the woods! Camping is up this year and 
hopefully will continue to increase as a result of our 
publicity efforts. Fishing is always good. Even in the heat 
of the day someone manages to find the mainstream and 
pull out a seven or eight pounder. 

1 would like to thank Richard, Jeff, Charles, Bart, 
Spanky, the A-H's, and lifeguards for their hard work this 
summer. They have done an excellent job this summer 
and have been a great crew to have during my first 
summer season at Croft as superintendent. They have all 
helped to keep the park clean and safe for visitors and 
their work has not gone unnoticed. It is really nice to go 
through the campground or talk with visitors on other 
areas of the park and receive compliments about the 
grounds and service. This is all due to the hard work of 
the staff at Croft. Thanks to you all! 

As 1 write this, the weather man is predicting another 
hot, muggy day with highs in the 90's! That means a full 
pool so I'll be on my way. If you are ever in our neck of the 
woods, please stop by. 

Keith Windham 
Superintendent III 

30 PARK LITES 



JONES GAP OCONEE 
One things is for sure, Jones Gap is one of the few 

places blessed in God's country. The evidence is clear; 
attendance is up, campsite usage is picking up more and 
more, and the park is teeming with wildlife. The other day 
we saw our first grouse of the park, and the copperheads 
and timber rattlers are more evident. 

To further encourage wildlife awareness, we recently 
had a program in mid-July concerning the different types 
of wildlife found on the park. Everything from white-tail 
deer to the hognose snake was discussed. Our next 
program should be a fly fishing seminar to be held mid-
March of 1991. This one will cater mostly to the angler to 
ensure that Jones Gap remains a thriving native trout 
river. 

Other routine projects are keeping us busy. Erosion 
control is an on-going task especially with the enormous 
amount of rainfall we get each year. We are still trying to 
get a good stand of grass, but the grass we do have is 
getting greener every month. Landscaping is also a 
constant battle but we are gaining on it. We have gotten 
numerous compliments on the job we have done so far. 
All in all, the park is running smoothly and we are 
anxiously awaiting the building of the park's nature 
center and office complex this fall. 

Stop in if you get a chance. You will find The Gap is 
worth the visit. This land up here may be "A Different 
World," but it the best place to be year-round! 

Brian Norris 
Ranger II 

LAKE HARTWELL 
^Jreetings from Lake Hartwell State Park! This 

summer has come and gone. Groundskeeping was our 
major project for the summer. June was dry but July was 
extremely wet, so the mowers got a good workout. 

I'm glad to say that the camping and store revenue are 
on the up swing. We hope it continues through the cold 
months. The NCHA had their Spring Fling this year and it 
turned out so well they plan on having another big bash in 
October. We look forward to that. 

The lake level has been fluctuating but the fish are still 
hungry according to the local anglers. 

Tony Stephens our park laborer was promoted to 
Myrtle Beach State Park as a ranger, and we wish him 
well. 

We hope that everyone had a safe summer and the 
invitation to drop by and visit is still open. 

Sheila Tompkins 
Clerk 

^Vs summer begins to wind down and gives us a chance 
to catch our breath, it is a good time to look back and 
realize just how busy we've been. From what those that 
have been here longer than me say, this has been one of 
the busiest seasons ever, and revenue is setting a new 
record. I would like to think that my presence here is the 
reason, but alas, I must admit I believe it's the good 
weather we've had. 

We were fortunate (as evidenced by the photographs) 
to have Camp Mountain Rest work here at the park for 
six weeks. It is a JTPA program for kids having difficulty 
in school and are sent to this camp to help improve 
scholastically as well as their self image. They attend 
classes for 1/2 day and work at the park for 1/2 day. They 
did a great job this year landscaping with cross ties, 
reworking a rock walkway, and clearing for a new picnic 
area. I appreciate the work they did and wish them all the 
best in life. 

Our tradescraftman, Dennis Duncan, leaves tomor
row a.m. for a fishing trip in Canada. He's really been 
excited for about the last week or two. The only thing that 
worries me is if he really does hook a trout on the fly Earl 
tied for him he may end up like Jonah. If you see a 
tradescraftman position opening here you'll know what 
happened. 

Here's wishing all of you had a safe summer. If you're 
up this way come see us! 

Andy Davis 
Superintendent 
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PARIS MOUNTAIN 
fall approaches I'm sure that all of you are as 

happy to see the hot days leave as we are at Paris 
Mountain. This summer has been as hot as any other that 
I can remember. The swimming area was the busiest I've 
seen in my six years at Paris Mountain. Everyone was 
looking for a quick way to beat the heat. July 4th was 
quite a day as we were completely full by 9:30 a.m. It was 
the highest revenue week ever recorded here. Needless 
to say, we were all glad to see nightfall come. 

We attempted to do some park beautification this year 
by planting azaleas at the entrance. At this writing it looks 
as though they were sprayed with round-up. The drought 
really has taken its toll on them along with many other 
plants and trees. So far we have been fortunate not to 
have but one fire. We lost about four acres that was 
caused by a careless camper. Luckily it was located next 
to Mountain Lake and we were able to draft water from 
the lake to keep it from getting out of control. It was touch 
and go there for a while. 

1 would like to take this opportunity to say thanks to all 
of the staff here for their efforts these past few months. 
The heat and increased crowds certainly make things 
interesting for the summer. Without all of your efforts 
things would never have run as smoothly as they did. 

In closing I certainly want to thank my boss, H. Wesley 
Craig, Esq. for being so patient with me this summer. I 
know I was hot enough a few times to start major fires, 
but your calmness under fire along with your many 
analogies of past experiences helped "calm the storms." 

Pete Davis 

ROSE HILL s— 
This summer has turned out to be a very busy one in 

terms of maintenance here at Rose Hill, in spite of the 
recent drought. We've been concentrating on grounds 
work and improving the appearance of the formal rose 
gardens. A new watering system is now in operation, and 
a different ground cover is in place. The roses are much 
healthier than they were at this time last year, and this is 
due partially to the care they are receiving from Mrs. 
Susan McMillan. She is a resident of Columbia who has 
volunteered to assist the park staff in tending the 
gardens. 

Plans are now being made for our fall and winter 
projects. While we do have a number of smaller undertak 
ings to be accomplished, our major projects will be 
related to the mansion. The interior will be repainted with 
colors appropriate to the mid-nineteenth century, and 
curtains will be put on the windows. The curtains won't 
be exact period reproductions, but will give the general 
desired impression, and will also aid in reduction of the 
light damage occurring to artifacts housed in the Gist 
family mansion. 

N. Renae Farris 
Park Interpreter 
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SADLERS CREEK 
W'hat a BANG!! The fourth of July has come and 

gone for another year. This event seems to get bigger as 
every year goes by. Our telephone seems to ring off the 
wall with visitors wanting accommodations. If we could 
have taken reservations for campsites, what a computer 
we would need to keep track of the ins and outs. 

It seems that our visitors are demanding more and 
more of these type of services. One of these days we will 
all have to give in to the electronic age of computers. 

Overall we had a quiet group of park visitors without 
any serious accidents. The weather was hot and dry with 
the thermometer at over 100° for several weeks in a row. 
Even the fish in Lake Hartwell were looking for a shade 
tree. We were all beginning to wonder what happened to 
all that rain we had in early spring, but we finally got some 
relief. We had 3" of rain at one time. Oh well, we have to 
take it when we can get it! 

As we shift to a different gear we are anticipating a 
good winter work program coming up in the next few 
months. Many work projects have been lined up to be 
completed. This is also the time of the year we all look 
forward to visiting with family and friends. If you are up in 
the area, stop in and say hello. 

Brooks M. Jordan 

TABLE ROCK Sup 

1 he busy summer season has almost come to an end 
at Table Rock. We will get a little break in September 
before the busy leaf season starts in October. This has 
truly been a busy summer at Table Rock. We had a 
record breaking 4th of July. Having a dry day helped a 
whole lot. People were everywhere. Picnic tables were in 
high demand. I don't think Charlie and Brian have gotten 
their tables back on their porches yet. 

Scott and Alan have been very busy with all the 
summer programs. All of the 4th of July activities were a 
great success. The little boy that won the fishing contest 
hauled in a 7% lb. bass, and was one happy 4-year-old! 

We would like to say goodbye and good luck to our 
Ranger I, Mike Hager, who was promoted to Ranger II at 
Andrew Jackson. Mike will be missed a lot. We would 
also like to welcome our new Ranger I, Brian Gravely. 
Brian is getting broken in right by starting to work at 
Table Rock at our busiest time of year. 

Randy, Richard and all of the other maintenance boys 
have been very busy trying to keep on top of everything. 
If there's not trash to pick up, there's a leaking sink to fix. 
We sure do appreciate all of the hard work they do to 
keep everything running smoothly. 

We hope everyone has had a great summer. Make sure 
when you come to the mountains, that you stop in at 
Table Rock and say hello. 

Lisa McJunkin 
Clerical Specialist 
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This waterwheel at Oconee 
State Park dates back to the early 
days of the park, and powered the 
pump for the water supply. This 
was during the time that CCC 
workers were constructing the 
first park buildings, such as cab
ins, the bathhouse and picnic shelt
ers, which have survived to this 
day. Similiar waterwheels were 
widely used by the early settlers. 
This type of overshot wheel 
turned a shaft and could be used 
for such tasks as operating a 
pump, grinding meal or cutting 
wooden planks and timbers. 

* 

The use of this waterwheel was 
discontinued when a modern wa
ter system was developed at the 
park. It was eventually moved 
from the park by Lloyd King for 
safe-keeping to his farm at nearby 
Mountain Rest. Lloyd, a long-time 
member of the state park mainten
ance crew, if as also superinten
dent at Greenwood State Park 
and a ranger at Oconee, and 
worked for more than forty years 
with the state park system. 

E# 

... 

Lloyd moved the waterwheel 
back to Oconee and rebuilt it 
complete with the appropriate out
buildings as a long-term project 
prior to his recent retirement. Ex
hibit materials and illustrations 
explaining the use of waterwheels 
are displayed here, and a speci
men liquor still is located nearby. 
Although waterwheels such as 
this are rare, another overshot 
w a t e r w h e e l  i s  l o c a t e d  a t  H a -
good's Mill near Pickens. 
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Group of JTPA workers. (See 
Oconee article on page 31 for 
additional information about this 
program.) 

Trades Craftsman Dennis Dun
can talks with JTPA workers af
ter awards luncheon. 

JTPA workers moue timbers at 
superintendent's residence. 
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The lake u;as not visible frorr 
this location before theJTPA work 
ers cleared it! 

Landscaping with timbers and 
crossties was done by the JTPA 
workers. 

One of the areas developed by 
the JTPA workers. 
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CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS AT 
DEVILS FORK STATE PARK ON LAKE JOCASSEE 

Main boat ramp parking area 
and cabin road. 

View of main boat ramp from 
store site. 
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CAROLINA TRIATHLON AT 
Please refer to inside front cover for description of event. 
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DISTRICT IV 
E.ven though each summer seems to come sooner 

than the last, they also seem to pass quicker. I couldn't 
tell you where June and July went. I think one reason for 
this year's rapid summer season is that things have been 
running smoothly for the most part in District IV. 

I am very pleased with the 86% of concurrent projects 
completed by the parks in District IV. There is no doubt 
in my mind that we would have completed 100% if it had 
not been for "Hugo." In a few days w« will be receiving the 
new projects for 1990 1991. I hope everyone is looking 
forward to this challenge. 

This fiscal year ended as one of the best with regards to 
revenue produced. The district was $418,240.26 over last 
year, with Hickory Knob being $325,922.76 over last 
year. Ten of the thirteen parks in the district showed an 
increase over the last fiscal year. Many of you worked 
hard to achieve this record and I want to express my 
appreciation for your efforts. 

I am glad to see so many programs planned by the 
District IV interpreters for the upcoming fall. These 
programs are a valuable asset to our park system 
because many of the visitors who take part in these 
programs might not otherwise visit our parks. 

I would like to welcome all the new employees to the 
district. I look forward to working with you in the future 
and please let me know if I can help you as you become a 
part of the District IV team. 

That's all for now. I hope when you read this article, the 
brisk nip of fall will be in the air. This hot weather is not for 
me. Come see us in District IV. 

Lew Cato 
Superintendent 

ANDREW JACKSON 
This has been a busy spring and first half of summer. 

On April 28 we had Carolina Legends in the amphithea
ter. This was the second year for this and it turned out 
good except for a little rain late in the day. We had an 
excellent crowd of approximately 4,000 people. 

Then on May 26 we had "Arts A Poppin" which is a 
festival the Lancaster Arts Council puts on each year. We 
had country singer Jamie Lee Hart and Maurice Williams 
performed some beach music. They had arts and crafts 
and lots of good food. The crowd was approximately 
4,800 people. 

On June 17 we had a group sing in connection with the 
"Carolina Legends" segment. We had several groups 
from all over the state and the music was good but the 
crowd was smaller than anticipated. 

I would like to thank Mike Hayes and Bill Sowell for the 
hard work and hours they worked to put this event on. 

Thanks also to men from Kings Mountain, Chester and 
Lew Cato for the hard work they did also during the 
events. 

I would like to welcome Mike Hager my Ranger II, and 
his wife Sharon and their daughter Angie to the park. 

James Taylor 
Superintendent 

BAKER CREEK 
We,, , it's that time of year again! The campers have 

slowed down getting ready for another holiday. Our 
camping season has increased from last year but we 
would like to see more. 

The lack of rain has really hurt us. The flowers, grass, 
and trees have begun to die, and our lake level is falling 
fast, down to 327.6. 

Things here at Baker Creek have been a little disap
pointing, the swimming area has received little use, and 
one of our life guards broke his ankle. What else can go 
wrong. Over all I have enjoyed meeting new people and 
working with the employees here at Baker Creek. 

With the new project list I wonder how the winter 
months will go. 

Congratulations to all employees with promotions and 
new employees. 

Well, I'd better close since news here is brief. Y'all 
come! 

A. K. Rushton 
Superintendent 
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CALHOUN FALLS 
Hello from Calhoun Falls State Park! This will be the 

first article ever submitted from Calhoun Falls State Park 
for the Park Lites magazine. I am thankful to have this 
privilege. 

Before I begin news about the park, I would like to 
thank John, Bart, and Rob, from McCalla State Park, and 
Boyce and Fred, the Lake Russell Safety and Security 
Officers, for all their help in getting us settled in here. It is 
always a time of uncertainty when you move into a new 
area, but their thoughtfulness and helpful attitudes have 
made it much easier. Also I appreciate the patience and 
understanding of District Superintendent Lew Cato as I 
settle into a new work situation. I am enjoying working 
with these new people and my family and I are looking 
forward to living in this area of the state. 

We will indeed miss our friends at Keowee. I truly 
enjoyed working with them and thank them for the good 
hard work they did while I was Superintendent there. I 
also appreciate all the help and guidance that District 
Superintendent Horace Craig gave me. I will surely 
continue to use many of the things he taught me and I 
wish everyone up there well. 

Now for news about the park. Construction is continu
ing and it is a great opportunity to be here and see a park 
being built. It is beginning to take shape now and when it 
is completed it will indeed be a nice park. Please come by 
and visit if you are in the area. I think you will like what 
you see! Don't be surprised if you see several deer and 
turkey as they are very abundant in the park. 

We do have one area of the park open to the public, the 
swimming area in the lower section. It is keeping us pretty 
busy, but I look forward to the opening of the entire park 
sometime next year. Local people are showing a great 
interest in the park so I know it will do well upon opening. 

I hope everyone has a good summer. I for one am 
looking forward to cooler weather and deer hunting 
season. 

Donald G. Ferguson 
Superintendent 

CHESTER 
We have had a busy summer season at Chester 

State Park. The day use area was heavily utilized. The 
Chester Forestry Association conducted a seminar at 
the park using the picnic area and surrounding wooded 
area as an outdoor classroom. The Bowater Corporation 
held management training sessions in the Community 
Recreation Building. 

The Leroy Springs Senior Fitness Games were held at 
the park in June with more than 100 senior citizens 
competing in the three-day event. 

Ball teams representing ten different civic organiza
tions utilized the picnic shelters for awards ceremonies 
and cookouts. 

The 4-H Club of Chester County hosted the State 
Horsemanship Judging Contest during July at the park's 
equestrian facility. 

The park continues to be a favorite place for joggers 
and walkers during lunch breaks or other non-working 
hours. 

We continue to have numerous out-of-state campers. 
This increase can be attributed to the signs erected near 
1-77. 

We are not looking forward to fall. Perhaps a light frost 
will give us a break from mowing grass for a little while. 

Wayne Timms 
Superintendent 

Enclosed is a poem I have written during one of my 
recent visits to Chester State Park. My husband Sam is 
employed there. This park gives me the time of quietness 
I need to enjoy writing which is one of*my personal 
hobbies. My husband and I love the park and nature. 
Hope you enjoy reading it. 

"NATURE'S WAY" 
By Rosie Yeargan 

Sammy Yeargan's wife 
(state park employee) 

It's nature's way of giving. 
That makes time stand still. 
And seasons come, seasons go 
God puts this within our care. 
The cry of a new born babe. 
Smell of fresh earth after rain. 
Quietness mistifying the 
Breaking of a new dawn. 
Children's laughter, 
Squirrels skimping 
Across the lawn. 
Quite a few from all walks of life. 
Some seeking soliture, 
Some distressed, 
Some richly blessed. 
Take not His riches for granted. 
Reach out to others 
For surely you will find the 
Nature of Mankind. 
So, in the still and darkness of this life. 
A great masterpiece of art is finished 
Once on canvas it can never be obtained again 
This is nature's way of giving. 
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HAMILTON BRANCH 
^Jreetings again from Hamilton Branch State Park! 
My,how times goes by when you are having fun! This is 

the feeling that I get from the campers because they were 
here until the day got hot (100°) and the lake level begin to 
drop. As of today (August 27) the water level is down to 
327.37. We have been pretty busy trying to complete our 
projects and 1 am looking forward to the winter months 
when it gets a little cooler. 

We have had a pretty safe summer thus far and we 
hope that it will remain that way for the rest of the year. 
Many thanks to Mr. Work, Mr. Becht and the mainten
ance crew for restoring new underground cable to our 
campground and putting 33 sites back on line with power. 
They are being well used every weekend. 

Bryan is almost over his probationary period in wed
lock and he said that the honeymoon is still going on just 
like the day that he got married. If you are in the area, 
please stop by. 

Edward Frasier, Jr. 
Superintendent 

DREHER ISLAND 
Hello from Dreher Island. This has really been one 

hopping season! We have had many visitors this summer 
from as close as up the road, to as far away as France, 
Germany, and a couple of other countries. They all have 
said the same thing...that we have excellent facilities and 
at other parks throughout the state. Everyone here at 
"The Island" had to agree with them completely. 

Revenues have been up, up, up! We have booked a 
record season with shelters and the community building. 
We have booked many corporations and companies 
from the Columbia area for their company family picnics. 

Both campgrounds have been full most of the season. 
Now that the fourth of July is past, the midsummer lull is 
noticeable through the week. This gives us more time to 
concentrate on the grounds and facilities to add that 
extra touch to the appearance of the park. 

SKO Boat Rentals, a private company that rents 
everything from pedal boats to house boats is doing well 
in its second season. We have had many visitors come 
and rent SKO's boats for the day or the week. This is an 
added plus for us as the renters come to the tackle shop 
and purchase everything from gas to tackle. 

Starting in September, South Carolina Electric & Gas 
will begin lowering Lake Murray to work on the intake 
towers at the dam. They will lower the lake fifteen feet. 
This is going to have a heavy impact on private landings 

and Dreher Island State Park alike. We are going to have 
to dismantle part of the boat marina, and all of the tackle 
shop gas dock. We are still hopeful that our ramps will be 
operation. With fishing tournaments scheduled already, 
we are waiting to see just how low the water will be at the 
ramps. 

On the positive side of the lake lowering, construction 
is scheduled to begin in October on the new two lane 
bridge that connects to the back island. The single lane 
"stoplight" bridge will be used for foot and bicycle traffic 
only. This is a much-needed change due to the amount of 
traffic that now travels over the bridge. Plans are also in 
the final stages to start on the tournament boat ramp and 
parking facilities. With the water down, this will be the 
best time to do all of this construction. The tournament 
ramp will greatly help in keeping down the usual conges
tion we have during fishing tournaments. 

At this time I would like to thank the Columbia office 
staff for all of the help and suport they have given us this 
season . I want to also thank Mr. Lew Cato for his help 
during my transition here at Dreher Island. But most of 
all, I want to thank the whole park staff and crew for the 
hard work they have put in to make Dreher Island a good 
looking and efficiently operated state park. All the visitors 
seem to agree with us! 

If you missed us on TV's Channel Ten show, Carolina 
Today, "Salute to Lake Murray" week, come see us in 
person. (We are still signing autographs. Ha!). 

Have a great season! 
Rick Smith 

Superintendent 

HICKORY KNOB 
^)uring the dry, humid, scorching days of June and 

July you could hear splashing and laughter from the pool, 
water sprinklers on the golf course, and requests for 
lemonade from the restaurant. In spite of the heat, we set 
new records in all areas of revenue, especially the golf 
course, which has matured beautifully. 

The families have enjoyed our new playground equip
ment and horseshoes pits, and will soon enjoy our new 
lakeside dock and resurfaced tennis courts. 

Our recreation programs were a big hit! We had a great 
staff with Mindy Douglas (rising senior at Erskine Col
lege) and summer missionary Reenae White (graduate 
from Lander College). We will miss them as the summer 
comes to a close. 
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We have several changes to report in our full-time staff. 
Ray Workman joins us as the restaurant manager. Frank 
Randoulph replaces Bobby Ruston who transferee! to the 
golf course maintenance staff. Betty (Young) White is 
back replacing Valerie Johnson as Head Housekeeper, 
and Bob Strickland is headed back to Edisto as Ranger 
III. Valerie and Bob, we hate to see you go and wish you 
well. Ray, Frank, and Betty, welcome aboard! We all wish 
Davis Drake a speedy recovery from his broken ankle. 
(Stay out of the trees, David!) 

Another exciting addition to the park is Colby Travis 
Williams, joining us on June 14 at 7 lbs. 8 ozs. Congratu
lations, Ted and Kay! 

We have had a great summer at Hickory Knob and are 
looking forward to the cool weather and colors that the 
fall will bring. I will be married in November to Don 
Wilson and will be joining him in Lawrenceville, Georgia. 
However, Hickory Knob will always have a special place 
in my heart. I will miss everyone and Donnie and I will be 
back to visit often. Don't let the year slip away without a 
visit to Hickory Knob! We'll be looking for you! 

Karen McGill 
Recreator 

KINGS MOUNTAIN 
It has been an active and eventful summer here at 

Kings Mountain. We had a very busy fourth of July, and 
things are finally beginning to slow down. 

As many of you probably know, Dick Paisley left Kings 
Mountain in May to become Assistant Superintendent at 
Santee State Park. We all hope that Dick is very happy in 
Santee. 

At the end of June, Poll Knowland became our new 
Park Management Assistant. Poll came from Old Dor
chester State Park, and we are all glad to have him join us 
here. We would also like to wish Poll and his wife Nancy, 
who were married on July 11, many years of happiness 
together. 

Plans for Pioneer Days are well underway. Our annual 
festival will be held on September 15 and 16 this year. We 
are hoping that this will be the best ever. 

Rocky Jones wants to remind everyone that shrubbery 
needs to be picked up and planted anytime between late 
September and December. For best survival rate these 
plants need to be planted during this time. 

All of us at Kings Mountain hope that you have a great 
fall season. If you are in our area around Pioneer Days or 
anytime, please stop by. 

Julia A. Black 
Secretary 

LAKE GREENWOOD 
It is hard to believe that the fourth of July has already 

passed and Labor Day is fast approaching! By the time 
this is published we will be hard into concurrent work 
projects. This year has been a good one for Lake 
Greenwood and we are looking forward to a busy fall and 
winter. Camping was good for the spring and the month 
of June, with July seeming to be off a little. I assume the 
heat has really been the factor in keeping people home 
under their air conditioners. The dry weather has slowed 
the grass growing, but it still has to be cut each week. We 
did have a wind storm in June that blew down about 40 
trees, but after what "Hugo" did to some parks it would 
have to be called a small wind storm. 

Thanks go out to my park staff for the work they have 
done this summer. Keith Brown and William Hawkins 
have worked hard with help from A ll's Ollie and James 
Mac, to keep Greenwood clean as possible. Thanks go to 
Rangers Willis Caldwell, Phil Burton, and Ray Kinsler for 
the administrative work they do. The help they give me is 
tremendous and I can never say enough thank you's for 
what they do to make my job a little easier. Also the A ll's 
in the fee station, Monica and Jonathan, and in the store 
Patti, Rose, Amanda, and Joey thanks for the fine job that 
you did this summer. 

A special thanks also goes to Mr. Cato for all the things 
he does for us. A special thanks from Keith and I for his 
part in helping us acquire the lawn mower. It has really 
been a time saver and allows us to work on other things 
around the park. 

If any of you are in the area please stop by to visit. We 
would love to see ya. 

Todd Rexrode 
Superintendent 

LAKE WATEREE 
Things are going pretty well here at Lake Wateree. 

Our grass has started to grow since our recent rains and 
does not look like it was burned at the stake. 

One thing that is not going good is the fishing. This is 
likely due to the unstable weather that we are having 
lately. Some say it is due to the fish kill that happened 
about a week ago. Others say that the water is changing 
too regularly lately. In other words, they are not biting! 
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This past week we saw more swimmers and skiers than 
normal. Maybe it is due to school starting back around 
August 20. 

Ray Duncan, Charles Smith, and I had a plaque made 
to go on the old oak tree at the tackle shop. The best 
shade tree we had we lost to Hugo. 

We are thankful for the safe summer season that we 
have had so far and we hope that it remains safe for the 
rest of the year. May everyone have safe and happy 
summer and rest of the year. 

If you venture into our area please feel free to stop and 
visit. Steve and the rest of us would be glad to see you. 

Micky Smith 
Ranger 

P.S. Thanks to all of the crew (or should I say team) for all 
of your hard work. It is certainly appreciated. 

LANDSFORD CANAL 
I know that each of you had a great and successful 

season, but I am sure everyone is looking forward to 
cooler weather. 

Once again, park personnel are putting emphasis on 
winter work programs. 

Landsford had a successful season. The school groups 
this spring came out in record numbers to picnic, tour 
the museum and walk the trails. The groups were from 
York, Lancaster, and Chester counties. A good time 
was had by the students and teachers alike. The 
teachers informed me that the students in their classes 
would be returning in the spring of 1991. 

Landsford had an increase in fishermen and picnick 
ers. We're grateful that the extremely hot weather did not 
seem to deter these park visitors. 

Many of the park visitors considered it too hot for the 
trails but, vowed to return and walk the trails when the 
temperature was not so high. 

With the summer season now behind us and memories 
lingering, I'm sure each of you are counting the days until 
fall vacation with the family. 

Ranger Oneppo's children Angela and Richard along 
with my granddaughters, Carolyn and Tifanie (Jeremy 
will be 1 Oct. 29th), would like to put summer on hold. 

Ranger Oneppo returned to work June 11th, after 
back surgery in March. I'm sure you all will be happy to 
know that Donald is doing fine. 

Stop by and visit when you are in the area. 
Marshall L. Brucke 

Superintendent 

SESQUICENTENNIAL 
Hello from Sesqui State Park! I hope everyone had a 

good and safe summer. We here at Sesqui experienced a 
busy one with few incidents. 

I would like to take this opportunity to brag on the 
employees here at Sesqui and commend them for their 
professionalism this summer. 

The maintenance staff, headed by Building Supervisor 
Jim Mullins and Park Technician Bobby Boone, have 
done a tremendous job keeping up with all the mainten
ance needs and the ever-growing grass! This year's 
projects of 129 have been 93.8% completed and I feel this 
is excellent due to the amount of clean-up we had from 
Hurricane Hugo. 

Old timer Rod Corley (Ranger III) has done an 
excellent job this summer in my absence and I appreciate 
the initiative he has taken during this busy summer. Also, 
congratulations are in order on the news of his daughter 
and son-in-law's expected grandchild. I wish them all 
good luck! 

Ranger Rick Freeman has just about taken over the 
swimming area and has done an excellent job. I wish that 
all state parks with a swimming area could have a man 
like Rick that takes his responsibilities so serious which 
really makes my job easier. "Thanks, Rick." 

Don Seriff, the park's Interpreter, has put on many 
programs this summer and has had great turnouts. 
Although Don is fairly new here, he has proven to be a 
valuable asset to Sesqui. Don is very enthusiastic about 
his job and it shows with the many favorable comments I 
have received. 

The seasonal employees have done their jobs well with 
many positive comments coming from the public. 

For myself and my family, we are getting along great! 
My wife's dream of owning a convertible has come true 
this summer. She's like a kid with a new toy! We have also 
enjoyed our granddaughter and will be looking forward to 
our two new grandchildren which are due around the first 
of the year. My youngest son, Chris, has enjoyed the 
summer and has become an expert at Gameboy and 
Intendo! 

In the past few years I have gotten to the point of 
getting projects done and really just forgetting about the 
beauty and peace of living on a state park. Something hit 
me this summer, (probably my age), but I have taken on a 
new look at what parks have to offer and feel very 
fortunate to work and live on a state park. We, as 
employees of parks, should feel this way and reflect this 
to the general public that use our parks. 

It's that time of year when we will be taking time off, and 
I hope all of you will enjoy this well deserved time. Please 
stop by Sesqui if you have the time. 

George Gordon 
Superintendent 
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEYS 

HIDDEN CULTURAL 
RESOURCES 

^^any of our parks have historical structures or the 
ruins of such structures that are obvious to everyone to 
be of some significance. The CCC structures are now of 
sufficient age to be included in this category. But what is 
not as obvious to many people is the subsurface cultural 
remains, both historic and prehistoric, that are present 
on most, if not all of our parks. Much like the park 
system, the earlier inhabitants of the state preferred the 
choice locations of high, well-drained ground near a 
substantial water source. These locations provided not 
only water, but a greater abundance and variety of 
resources. 

Archaeological surveys usually involve a study of 
previous research, followed by systematic surface observa
tion and subsurface shovel testing. The survey at Cheraw 
State Park revealed a number of Woodland Period (1,000 
BC-1,000 AD) sites between one to three feet below the 
surface. The sites were in sandy bluffs next to large 
creeks. Some of the shovel tests produced over fifty 
artifacts and a fire pit was discovered about three feet 
down on one site. Very little is known about the 
Woodland Period in this region of the state, making these 
sites a valuable resource for increasing our understand
ing of the prehistory of the area. 

Another case in point is the survey at the new park on 
Lake Warren in Hampton County. The Allendale chert 
quarries in this area are the only source of high quality 
raw stone material in the South Carolina Coastal Plain. 
The earliest inhabitants of the Southeast, especially eight 
and twelve thousand years ago, relied heavily on the best 
grade raw materials. In some cases, they appear to have 
travelled thousands of miles to obtain the raw material for 
making stone tools and points. In the South Carolina 
Coastal Plain, the vast majority of stone artifacts made by 
these earliest inhabitants were made from Allendale 
chert. 

The early hunters and gatherers are believed to have 
been few in number and constantly on the move in small 
bands. Consequently, evidence of their campsites are 
seldom discovered. They did, however, return to the 
Allendale chert quarries many times and this is where 
their stone tools are most often found. To date, no 
Paleoindian (10,000-8,500 BC) habitation sites have been 
discovered intact in South Carolina but it is likely that 
some exist in the Lake Warren area. A one-day reconnais
sance survey at the State Park resulted in the discovery 
of an overall scatter of Allendale chert flakes, stone tools 
and pottery sherds on all of the higher ground surveyed. 
Shovel tests indicated artifacts to a depth of at least 
fifteen inches. Some areas had higher concentrations of 
artifacts and were obviously sites. Two Middle Archaic 
(6,000-3,000 BC) points were discovered and a number of 
highly weathered flakes that were likely much older. 

Please remember that your park will be yet another 
unique story, so keep your eyes to the ground, report 
what you see and protect those cultural resources. 

Donnie Barker 
Archaeologist 

CLOVIS POINT—Oldest point type in 
America. If you see one, please contact the 
State Park Archaeologist. 
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A HOT TOPIC! 

PRESCRIBED 
BURNING 

Fire has long been used in North American forests. 
The first Europeans learned from Native Americans the 
positive benefits of fire. Burning was used to improve 
hunting by keeping down brush, increasing visibility and 
concentrating animals toward areas for easy harvest. It 
was also used to clear land for farming and to eliminate fuel 
loads for fire control around areas of human habitation. 

Fire can be a useful management tool when correctly 
applied and deadly when misused. Years of experience is 
necessary before a forester is capable of planning and 
executing prescribed burns to benefit forest management. 

Prescribed burning is the intentional use of fire applied in 
a skillful manner to the fuels of a forest under precise 
weather conditions to achieve specific management objec
tives. 

The primary use of fire in the southeastern U.S. is to 
reduce or eliminate hardwood competition in forests 
managed for pine production. Most fires that kill hardwood 
seedlings will not adversely affect pines. 

Other uses of prescribed burns are reduction of accumu
lated forest fuels, preparation of sites for planting, improve
ment of habitat for wildlife, and management for the 
perpetuation of pine ecosystems. 

Some plant and animal species are dependent on fire to 
maintain their habitat. The Pine Barrens Tree Frog, Red-
cockaded Woodpecker and various pitcher plants are 
examples of fire dependent species inhabiting many of our 
parks. 

"Natural" areas will not remain natural if fire is elimi
nated. When fire is suppressed, the fire dependent species 
are out-competed by faster growing, less fire tolerant 
species. 

No greater management tool has been found for 
producing benefits for forests than fire. However, one burn 
will not completely repair years of neglect. If fire has been 
excluded from an area for twenty years, it may take twenty 
years of prescribed burning to return the forest to its 
proper state. 

Prescribed burning is a complex tool and must only be 
applied by trained persons experienced in its use. Proper 
analysis and detailed planning are needed for each area 
burned. An extensive understanding of fire behavior and 
the effects of fire are essential to performing a quality burn. 

Smoke is a direct result of prescribed burns and 
dispersal needs to be addressed before a burn is per
formed. It affects the visibility on roads and the air quality in 
nearby towns. The impact which burns place on all 
resources must be carefully and accurately assessed. 

Prescribed burning is a science. A careful mix of weather 
factors, land topography, temperature, humidity, wind, 
fuel moistures and fuel conditions must all mesh to control 
a burn. 

There are two main burn seasons in the year, winter 
burns and growing season burns. Winter burns are 
performed during January through March. Burns are 
performed during winter because of lower temperatures 
and lower fuel loads. Winter burns performed without the 
aid of other techniques tend to promote the growth of 
sapling hardwoods, perpetuating a forest with a midlevel 
canopy of even-aged mixed hardwoods. Although these 
burns are safer, they do not duplicate the naturally 
occurring summer lightening fires. To preserve the natural 
integrity of the longleaf pine ecosystem, the major ecotype 
which evolved under the natural processes in the South 
Carolina Coastal Plain, some growing season burns are 
required to properly manage these areas. The technique of 
using growing season burns is new to modern forestry 
practice. These burns reduce oak density because oaks 
are more vulnerable to fire during active growth. Growing 
season burns require more planning due to increased heat 
and higher fuel levels. 

Before a decision is made to burn, a study should be 
made to determine what is featured in a given habitat and 
an overall management plan should be prepared for the 
area. This study and management plan should determine if 
a fire would be beneficial or detrimental to the habitat. 

Stan Hutto 
Chief Biologist 

AUTUMN 1990 49 



PROGRAMS AND PARK PROMOTION 

PERSONNEL CHANGES 
We welcome Keith Kargel who recently accepted 

the interpreter position at Santee State Park. A graduate 
of the University of Wisconsin, Keith most recently 
served as interpretive coordinator for Icelandic State 
Park. 

Keith replaces Maria Peter, who resigned after two 
years at Santee. As the first naturalist at Santee, Maria 
established a strong foundation for her successor. 
Maria's sincere concern for natural resources and her 
diligence in providing educational programs for park 
visitors made her a tremendous asset to the park system. 

Mark Hilton, interpreter at Old Santee Canal, has left 
to accept a teaching position. Mark performed admirably 
in the face of much frustration. Shortly after the park was 
opened, it was nearly demolished by Hurricane Hugo. 
Mark was pressed into action to help with the FEMA 
program across the state as well as helping with the 
massive cleanup at Old Santee Canal. His hard work and 
good nature will be missed. 

GETTING THE WORD OUT 
There are a number of ways we can inform the public 

about our parks. Brochures, news releases and group 
presentations are among the ways to publicize our 
programs, facilities, services and resources. In recent 
years, one of the most effective ways was through an 
agreement with the South Carolina Broadcasters Asso
ciation. The member television and radio stations have 
cooperated with PRT in running TV and radio messages 
and in doing live, announcer-read messages on a variety 
of topics. 

In fiscal year 1989/1990, the SCBA reported providing 
public service time with a total value of nearly $175,000 
for the state park system. This does not include the 
occasions when a park employee contacted a local 
station to seek publicity for a project or programs, nor 
does it include the numerous times that a member of the 
central office staff arranged publicity directly with a 
station rather than through the SCBA. 

Hopefully, during the next few months, the Parks 
Division will have about a dozen new television spots that 
can be distributed throughout the state. 

Charles Harrison posed the question "who cares" 
elsewhere in this issue. Through the contract being 
developed in the electronic and printed media, we are 
finding that many people care and have a strong interest 
in our park system. This number is constantly increasing 
as we intensify our efforts. 

Hickory Knob employees put the finishing touches on 
new playground equipment located near the nature 
center across from the lodge. 

Participants register for a "Backpacking and Low 
Impact Camping Techniques" program held August 11 
at Table Rock State Park. 
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GETTING THE WORD OUT II 
^Vnother way in which we are building a stronger 

constituency is through "Park View." This newsletter is 
designed for the general public and serves to provide an 
update on the progress of park development, new 
programs, problems and general interest messages. 
Much of the past two issues has centered around Hugo-
related matters. However, this newsletter is evolving into 
much more. Parks Division employees can use this as a 
forum to inform park visitors on a variety of topics of 
particular interest to them. 

THE LOGGERHEAD 
For years, the Loggerhead Turtle has been the topic 

of many interpretive programs at our state parks. This 
year, for the first time, I was able to witness the hatching 
of one of the many sea turtles nests that comprise the 
hatchery prepared by Terry Seidel and Mike Walker at 
Hunting Island. 

I have seen very few things more fascinating than the 
hatching of the 125 or more eggs and watching the small 
creatures make their way to the sea. This presented a 
tremendous opportunity for an impromptu interpretive 
program. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Elderhostels, Cheraw, October 7-12 and November 

4-9. 
Legends of Jazz, Andrew Jackson, October 7. 
Rebels and Redcoats, Old Dorchester, October 13. 
Reptiles of the Pee Dee, Little Pee Dee, October 27 and 

November 11. 
The Live Bottom: South Carolina's Coral Reef, Hunt

ing Island, November 10. 
Christmas Craft Workshop at too many parks to 

name. 
*Remember to consult your events brochure for details on these and 
other programs. 

PRINTING 
^Vfter spending most of the past seventeen months 

with a drastically reduced printing budget, we are gradual
ly moving forward with reprints, revisions and in some 
cases, new brochures. 

Many of you have expressed an interest in developing a 
new brochure for your park. The development of a new 
brochure is very time consuming and has to be worked in 
between other ongoing projects. Our goal, however, is to 
have at least one brochure for every park. Eventually we 
will, so hang in there if you have requested one for your 
park. 

Dan Turpin 
Chief, Programs and Park Promotion 

A portion of the enthusiastic crowd that attended the 
Carolina Legends concert June 17 at Andrew Jackson 
State Park. 

Another group that performed during the Carolina 
Legends program at Andrew Jackson was the Messen
gers, a gospel group from Columbia. 

The Angels, a gospel group from Rembert, sang during 
the "Carolina Legends" program presented June 17 at 
Andrew Jackson State Park. 
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PERSONNEL CHANGES 

NEW EMPLOYEES 
Donnie Barker, Central Office, Archaeologist I 
Richard Caddell, Lee, Park Technician 
Shirley Callaham, Hickory Knob, Custodial Worker II 
Kevin Davis, Myrtle Beach, Park Technician 
James Dennis, Lake Russell, Park Technician 
Paul Dennis, Hickory Knob, Groundskeeper I 
Helen Hearst, Hickory Knob, Custodial Worker II 
Keith Kargel, Santee, Park Interpreter II 
Jose Parra, Lake Warren, Park Technician 
Robert Rushton, Hickory Knob, Groundskeeper I 
Margaret Sloan, Table Rock, Food Service 

Supervisor-II 
Tony Stephens, Myrtle Beach, Ranger I 
Robert Taylor, Charles Towne Landing, Animal Care 

Technician 
Gray Tomlinson, Hunting Island, Trades Craftsman 
June Turner, Huntington Beach, Clerical Specialist B 
Betty White, Hickory Knob, Supervisor of Custodial 

Services I 

PROMOTIONS AND 
TRANSFERS 
Danny Dewees, Myrtle Beach, Park Technician to Old 

Dorchester, Ranger I 
Poll Knowland, Old Dorchester, Ranger I to Kings 

Mountain, Park Management Assistant 
Robert Loucks, Myrtle Beach, Ranger I to Hunting 

Island, Ranger II 
James Strickland, Hickory Knob, Ranger II to Edisto 

Beach, Ranger III 

RESIGNATIONS 
Karl Evans, Lee, Park Technician 
James Flaten, Edisto Beach, Ranger III 
Harold Hilton, Old Santee Canal, Curator I 
Darren Johnson, Myrtle Beach, Park Technician 
Valerie Johnson, Hickory Knob, Supervisor of 

Custodial Services I 
Patricia Kirton, Huntington Beach, Clerical Specialist B 
Kevin Kite, Myrtle Beach, Park Technician 
Marie Peter, Santee, Park Interpreter II 
Kenneth Pope, Myrtle Beach, Park Technician 
Stephen Thompson, Myrtle Beach, Park Technician 
William Whittaker, Charles Towne Landing, Building 

Supervisor 
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NEVER OUT OF SEASON 

From the Editor 

ALL ABOUT 
REUNIONS... 

Re Reunions...a favorite summer activity...a favorite 
year-round activity! Getting together with friends or 
relatives is never out of season! 

Whether the participants are family members, busi
ness associates, high school or college classmates, or 
members of a military, business, professional or social 
organization, everyone seems to agree that it's fun to get 
back together from time to time! 

Lynn and I attended her high school class reunion 
earlier this summer, and we had a blast! Several factors 
contributed to its success. The organizers began a year 
ahead of time, and much planning was done to assure 
that all details would be handled. It was an "early fifties" 
reunion, with members of classes from 1950 to 1955 
invited (Lynn graduated in 1954.) As a result, there were 
some 400 persons at the banquet/dance. 

I had the advantage of knowing a lot of Lynn's 
classmates, since we lived in Newberry for several years 
after I was discharged from the Air Force in 1955. This 
was in contrast to my 40th high school reunion, which 
was scheduled for September 8-9. Lynn had never met 
any of my classmates (since I grew up in Concord, New 
Hampshire). In addition, I received my first notice of the 
reunion only two months prior to the event, making it 
difficult to make plans to travel 1,100 miles on such short 
notice. 

Perhaps we'll attend my 45th or 50th reunion, but we'll 
have to miss my fortieth! Sorry about that! 

On a recent visit to Patriot's Point in Charleston, I 
noticed that a large bulletin board was plastered with 
reunion announcements. I regret that I have not kept in 
touch with some of my "service buddies" from my Air 
Force duty in the early fifties. Some of our park personnel 
who were retired from military service used to attend 
such reunions regularly, including former Sesqui Ranger 
Gus Krajcik and Kings Mountain Superintendent Lee 
Jordan. 

One of the most popular activities at South Carolina 
state parks, particularly during the summer months, is 
reunions. The logic is pretty basic...it's fun to get together 
with folks with whom you have something in common, 
whether it be blood or an interest in religion, politics, or 
jumping out of airplanes without parachutes! 

Lynn, Laura and I enjoyed a 3,000-mile motorcycle trip 
to the Texas hill country in June to attend the eighth 
national rally of the club that I founded in 1982. Aside 
from seeing new country, our greatest pleasure came 

Third reunion of the members of SPLTPONL (The 
Society for the Preservation of the Luckenback, Texas 
Post Office as a National Landmark), held at the site 
June 19, 1990. In case you're wondering, we haven't 
figured out how to pronounce that acronym! 

from seeing old friends and in making new ones. We were 
vividly reminded of the vast expanse of the state of Texas 
when we were greeted by a sign on 1-10 shortly after we 
had crossed the state line into Texas. It read...El Paso... 
892 miles! Folks, that's a big state! And, no...we didn't 
make it to El Paso! We stopped when we got to Kerrville! 

I hope that attending a reunion of some type is on your 
agenda for the coming year. It can be a traumatic 
experience when you fail to recognize an old friend (or 
that old friend fails to recognize you!) You will probably 
say things such as "that guy sure has put on a lot of 
weight!" or "he had a big mop of hair in school, and now 
he's as bald as a cue ball!" or "she was the class beauty 
with an hourglass figure, but the sand sure has shifted!" 
And, the truth is that those folks are probably saying 
similar things about you! 

Many people are not very outgoing, and as a result 
probably have "acquaintances" rather than "friends." To 
make a friend, you have to open yourself up, to expose 
yourself a bit. However, the result is usually worth the 
risk! When I think of the many friends that I have, I 
consider myself a rich man! 

To coin an old phrase, "Make new friends and keep the 
old. The one is silver, the other is gold." 

Attended a reunion lately? If you haven't, you should! 
Why not reserve a picnic shelter at that nearby state 
park! Burn me a burger and I'll be there...for sure! 

Dana L. Sawyer 
Editor 
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George Gordon (right), superintendent at Sesquicentennial State Park, chats with some campers. 
The ability to communicate effectively on a face-to-face basis leaves a positive impression on park 
visitors. 


