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FROM THE DIRECTOR 

In the past couple of months, we have had 
more personnel movement than at any time I can 
remember. With some retirements and the openings of 
three new parks, we have had many promotions at all 
levels—from the Central Office to our larger and smaller 
parks. For those of you who were not successful when 
applying for higher positions, we will be having three 
more new state parks open in the near future. Here again, 
we will see more career movement in all positions. 

Our park family was saddened at the untimely death 
of long time superintendent Bob Cothran at Oconee 
State Park. He contributed greatly to our park system in 
his 29 years of work. We extend our sympathy to his wife 
and children. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Buddy 
Jennings, Director of Engineering & Planning Division, 
and his entire staff in helping us upgrade our utilities and 
also for the supervision of the new facilities in the recently 
opened new state parks. 

From all appearances, it seems that this will be 
another good season as the early spring, which has had 
very good weather, has boosted our attendance and 
revenue. On behalf of the Division of Parks, we thank you 
for your cooperation and work in the past. 

I know that all of us wish the very best for Lloyd King, 
who is retiring after forty-five years of state park work. 
Lloyd has served in many capacities through the years, 
from a ranger's position to a park superintendent and a 
maintenance supervisor. 

This is the longest tenure of any employee in the 
history of the South Carolina state park system! Few if 
any state park systems in the country have had em
ployees serving longer than Lloyd! 

Forty-five years really takes you back in our state park 
system. I will always remember Lloyd telling me that we 
had no type of refrigeration when he first started work at 
Oconee State Park. Cabin users would bring live chick
ens and tie them to a tree nearby. The chickens would be 
"processed" as they were needed. This is just an 
indication of how far he has seen the state park system 
grow in nearly half a century! 

On behalf of the Division of State Parks, I would like to 
thank him for his dedication, his loyalty, and his hard 
work. 

He will be living at his home place near Oconee State 
Park, and I am sure that he would appreciate any of you 
dropping by to visit. 

Lloyd King (left) received his forty-year state 
service award from Governor Richard Riley in 
1984. 

Riley in / 

S. C. STATE LIBRARV 

..... Ray M. Sisk 
JUN 2 9 1989 Director, Division of State Parks 

STATE DOCUMENTS 



FROM THE ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 

A MATTER OF BALANCE 

Several months ago I spent a couple of days at 
Hunting Island, not to deal with negatives or problems— 
but to see the positive side of this state's treasured four 
miles of beach at Hunting Island State Park. 

The Palmetto trees are growing naturally. The 
subspecies of white tail deer are roaming free—not 
afraid, but very cautious when near people. The natural 
process is at work. The sea kills the pines as the beach 
moves inland (a beach free of litter and trash, except the 
natural clutter of shells and tree stumps). The erosion 
process causes many problems that must be addressed 
but this is normal for a barrier island. Vegetation grows in 
a jungle-like thickness, but each patch of thick vegetation 
is a sanctuary for the squirrels, raccoons and deer. 
People and animals coexist, each cautious of each other 
and a part of this remarkable place. 

These mixtures of people and animals, forest and 
parking lots, picnic areas, camping sites and clean 
beaches are not a combination that coexist without a 
great deal of human effort and proper management. Each 
element seems to have what is needed to exist and thrive. 

I spent some time working here in 1970, at which 
time a work schedule from 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. did not 
provide an opportunity for me to see much of the island 
except the inside of restrooms and the miles of roadside 
to be cut and cleaned. 

So often I can only see the operational and financial 
aspects of the park system. This is a narrow view. I have 
to think in terms of funding the positions, buying 
equipment, in addition to dealing with complaints and 
problems. Sometimes 1 forget or put aside the real and 
most important reasons for the parks in this state. Park 
management is the balancing of the needs and wants of 
people with the fragile natural resources that make parks 
attractive to the visitors. To diminish the quality of the 
natural elements will decrease the value of the park to the 
visitors. To not provide for the needs of the visitors is also 
a failure. The art and science of park management is to do 
a good job in both areas. We may be in one of the most 
difficult career fields that exists. A medical doctor is 
successful if the patient regains his health. A developer is 
successful if he turns a profit. But we are successful only 
when the scales measuring the public's needs are bal
anced with what the natural resources will sustain with
out a decrease in quality. 

There are so many factors to be considered. There 
are scientific studies regarding the preservation of na
tural resources. There are surveys, polls and studies that 
determine the public's needs for recreational opportuni
ties. There are political pressures that result from 
parochial needs and outspoken individuals or groups. 
The political pressures may represent a very narrow 
segment of the public or truly represent the best interest 
of the entire state. To ignore any element can lead to 
failure. To balance the various elements is more art than 
science. 

To keep everything in balance is the responsibility of 
the agency division directors, deputy director, executive 
director and commission. 

It is my job and your job to be sure that the decision 
makers have the proper information to consider in the 
decision-making process. It is also our job to take their 
decisions and maintain the balance. 

Charles Harrison 
Assistant State Parks Director 

, 
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FROM THE CHIEF OF OPERATIONS 

ON THE MOVE 
quick glance at the "On the Move" page 

tells much of what has been going on in the Division of 
State Parks. Most of the activity in personnel occurred as 
a result of Mr. K. O. Kolb's retirement, Robert Parish's 
promotion, and the untimely death of Superintendent 
Bob Cothran. Many competent employees applied for 
the large number of positions which became available. 
Our division can be proud to have this large number of 
well qualified employees. 

Unfortunately, there were not enough available 
positions for all who applied. Selection of employees for 
promotions is not an easy chore. When an employee 
does not get a promotion after applying, he or she should 
not feel it means a poor job is being done in their present 
position. Take the opportunity to reflect on what you can 
do to improve your chance next time. Work hard 
improving what you discover and your present perform
ance will get even better. 

This large number of personnel changes has not 
occurred since the early seventies. The number of state 
parks being developed or expanded was growing rapidly 
at that time. Currently there are five more state parks 
being planned, some of which are already under devel
opment. As these are completed, more positions will be 
available for promotion. As we continue to grow, your 
opportunity for advancement will come. Work hard and 
be prepared. 

ABOUT YOUR BENEFITS 
Direct deposit of your paycheck is a benefit 

you may be unaware of. Has your check ever been late or 
lost by the mail service? Direct deposit means your 
money will be on time and available to you on payday, 
not when the mail comes. For more information, contact 
C. F. Parkman at 734-0165. 

Charlie F. Parkman 
Chief of Operations 
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RECENT PROMOTIONS 

Charles Harrison 
Assistant State Parks Director 

• 

C. F. Parkman 
Chief of Operations 

Lew F. Cato, Jr. 
Distirct IV Superintendent 

John Cullbreth 
Superintendent, Caesars Head 

James A. Graham 
Superintendent, Colleton 

Phil Gaines 
Superintendent, Dreher Island 

Larry McPherson 
Superintendent, Jones Gap 



tm 

Frank F. Couch, Jr. John Todd Rexrode 
Superintendent, Kings Mountain Superintendent, Lake Greenwood 

Gerry Perry 
Superintendent, Lake Hartwell 

Steue Egan 
Superintendent, Lake Wateree 

Andy Davis 
Superintendent, Oconee 

Ed Nesbit Mary Crockett 
Superintendent, Old Santee Canal Superintendent, Poinsett 



UPDATED LAND INVENTORY 

SOUTH CAROLINA STATE PARKS 

When and How 

State Park Location 
Acquired 
by PRT From 

Total 
Acreage Nature of Conveyance 

Aiken Aiken County 1934 Purchased Various Owners 1,067 Fee Simple 

Andrew 

Jackson 

Lancaster County 1953 Donated Lancaster County 360 Reversionary to Lancaster County. Option 
of R.S. Crenshaw to repurchase. 

Baker Creek McCormick County 1967 Leased Corps of Engineers 1,305 25-year lease (1967-1992) 

Barnwell Barnwell County 1937 Purchased Various Owners 307 Fee Simple 

Caesars Head Greenville County 1976-1986 Various Owners 7,467 Fee Simple 

Calhoun Falls Abbeville County 1982 Leased Corps of Engineers 438 50-year lease 

Charles Towne 
Landing 

Charleston County 1971 Legislative 
Transfer 

Tricentennial 195 Land-Lakes 
Commission 469 Marsh 

664 Total 

Fee Simple 

Cheraw Chesterfield County 1934 Donated Citizens and U.S. Government 7,361 *Fee Simple—785 acres. Reversionary, after 
abandonment of 3 years; 6,576 acres. 

Chester Chester County 1935 Purchased Lake View Corp. and 
Various owners 

523 Fee Simple—Reversionary if abandoned for 
5 years. 

Colleton Colleton County 1944 Donated U.S. Government 35.44 Quit-claim 

Croft Spartanburg County 1949 Purchased U.S. Government 7,088 Reversionary for 20 years. 

Drayton Hall Charleston County 1975-76 Purchased National Trust for Historic 
Preservation & the Nature 
Conservancy 

550.05 Fee Simple 

Dreher Island Newberry County 1970 Leased S.C. Electric and Gas Co. 348 Lease 

Edisto Beach Colleton County 1936 Donated Edisto Company 1,255 Reversionary to company for $5,000. 

Givhans Ferry Colleton & 
Dorchester Counties 

1934 Donated City of Charleston 988 Quitclaim, 1982 

Hamilton 
Branch 

McCormick Countv 1972 Leased Corps of Engineers 731 25-year lease 

Hampton 
Plantation 

Charleston County 1972 Purchased Various Owners 322+ Fee Simple 

Hanging Rock Lancaster County 1975 Purchased Various Owners 250 Fee Simple 

Hickory Knob McCormick County 1969 Leased Corps of Engineers 1,090.55 Supplementary Agreement to 25-year lease 
of Baker Creek; expires in 1992. 

Hunting Island Beaufort County 1938 Donated Beaufort County 5,000 Reversionary to Beaufort County 

Huntington 
Beach 

Georgetown County 1960 lease without fee Brookgreen Trustees 2,500 50-year lease, 1960-2010. Reversionary to 
Trustees. 

Jasper Jasper County 1979 Purchased Union Camp 441.83 Fee Simple 

Jones Gap Greenville County 1976-86 Various Owners 3,346 Fee Simple 

Keowee-
Toxaway 

Pickens County 1970 Donated Duke Power Company 1,000 Reversionary 

Kings 
Mountain 

York & Cherokee 
Counties 

1934 Donated U.S. Government 6,141 Reversionary after abandonment for 3 years. 

Lake 
Greenwood 

Greenwood County 1938 Donated Greenwood County 914 Fee Simple 

Lake Hartwell Oconee County 1976 Lease 
Purchase 

Corps of Engineers 
Various Owners 

616.28 
64.3 

680.58 Total 

50-year lease 
Fee Simple 

Lake Warren Hampton County 1980 Purchased Stiles Harper 422 Fee Simple 

Lake Wateree Fairfield County 1982 Purchased Crescent Land & Timber 238.28 Required to remain as a state park by FERC 
and U.S. Dept. of Interior 



Landsford 
Canal 

Chester County 1970 Donated Duke Power Company 244 

Lee Lee County 1935 Donated Lee County 2,839 

Little Pee Dee Dillon County 1951 Donated Dillon County 835 

Long Bluff Darlington County 1975 Purchased Various Owners 260 

Lynches River Florence County 1971 Purchased Various Owners 668 

McCalla Abbeville County 1982 Leased Corps of Engineers 6,239 

Myrtle Beach Horry County 1934 Donated Myrtle Beach Farms 312 

Musgrove Mill Spartanburg, 
Laurens and Union 
Counties 

1975 Purchased Various Owners 365 

N R. Goodale Kershaw County 1973 Donated Kershaw County 700 

Oconee Oconee County 1935 Donated Oconee County 1,165 

Oconee 
Station 

Oconee County 1975-76 Purchased Edward H. Fearney 210.7 

Old 
Dorchester 

Dorchester County 1969 Donated 
1982 Purchased 
1969 Donated 

Westvaco 
Westvaco 
Protestant Episcopal Church 

76.86 
247.018 

0.94 
324.818 Total 

Paris 
Mountain 

Greenville County 1935 Donated & 
Purchased 

City of Greenville 
Nailey 

1,275 

Poinsett Sumter County 1934 Donated Sumter County 1,000 

Redcliffe Aiken County 1973 Donated John Shaw Billings 350 

Rivers Bridge Bamberg County 1945 Donated Confederate Memorial Association 390 

Rose Hill Union County 1960 Purchased Clyde T. Franks 44 

Sadlers Creek Anderson County 1966 Leased Corps of Engineers 394.7 

Santee Orangeburg County 1942 Donated 
1984 Purchased 

Orangeburg County 
Santee Shores 

2,346 
131.65 

2495.65 Total 

Sesquicen-
tennial 

Richland County 1937 Donated Sesquicentennial Commission 1,445 

Table Rock Pickens County 

Pickens County 

1935 Donated 

1975-76 Purchase 

Pickens County & City of 
Greenville 
Various Owners 

2,860 

208 
3068 Total 

Wildcat 
Wayside 

Greenville County 1971 Transfer State Highway Department 
Department of Interior 

62.9 

Woods Bay Florence, Sumter & 
Clarendon Counties 

1973 Purchased Various Owners 

HISTORICAL SITES 

1,541 

Eutaw Springs Orangeburg County 1963 Lease without 
fee 

S.C. Public Service 
Authority 

2.7 

Fort Watson Clarendon County 1948 Lease without 
fee 

S.C. Public Service 
Authority 

2.8 

Col. Issac 
Hayne 

Colleton County 1963 Donated Frank B. Hayne 1 

Gen. Francis 
Marion 

Berkeley County 1962 Donated upon 
conditions 

Flack-Jones Lumber Co. 9.65 

Gen. Thomas 
Sumter 

Sumter County 1941 Donated John R. Sumter 5 

*Only in few occasions do deeds specify a time limit on "ceasing to be a state park." 

244 Reversionary 

Fee Simple 

Reversionary to Dillon County Recrea 
tion Commission 

Fee Simple 

Fee Simple 

50-year lease 

Fee Simple 

Fee Simple with Reversionary Clause 

Reversionary, after abandonment for one 
year as a "state park". 

Fee Simple 

Quitclaim 
Fee Simple 
Quitclaim 

Reversionary to City of Greenville 
Nailey Tract Fee Simple. 

Reversionary to Sumter County upon 
abandonment. 

Fee Simple. 

Reversionary to Association 

Fee Simple. 

25-year lease 

Reversionary to Orangeburg County 
Fee Simple 

Fee Simple 

2,860 Fee Simple Reversionary (City 1010 acres) 

2.7 Reversionary 

Reversionary 

Fee Simple 

TOTAL ACREAGE (as of May 1, 1989) SOUTH CAROLINA STATE PARKS AND HISTORICAL SITES 79,083.65 



MORE THAN JUST A BREAK IN THE ROAD 

by Brian F. Ellison 
South Carolina Department of Highways and Public Transportation 

(reprinted from DRIVE magazine) 

Rf lest areas and welcome centers are such 
familiar sights on South Carolina's Interstate highways 
that many people take them for granted. 

But ask the road-weary motorists how important 
they are. 

Ask the truck driver who needs a place to pull over 
and catch a few hours of sleep if he appreciates the 
facilities. 

Check with the Gamecock and Tiger fans and ask 
them where they stop to eat their left over fried chicken 
following home football games. 

Ask the family that's visiting the Palmetto State 
where the best place is to stop for free information. 

When you consider all of this, it's easy to see why 
rest areas and welcome centers are more than just a 
break in the road. 

Today, these "Oases of the Highway" are an examp
le of how state agencies and private industry can work 
together for the public good. 

In the beginning, though, this was strictly a highway 
department operation. 

The first rest areas appeared in 1962. They were 
initially designed to give motorists driving on the new 
Interstate highways a place to stop and stretch their legs 
and go to the bathroom. "The idea for rest areas came 
from the Federal Highway Administration when they 
were developing the Interstates," explains Gordon Hipp, 
SCDHPT Assistant Maintenance Engineer. "It was ob
vious that if people were going to be on these new 
highways for long periods of time, they were going to 
need a place to stop. 

"Before the Interstate highways, people would stop 
at service stations that were right there on the highway. 
But since the Interstates were designed to be limited-
access roads, those service stations wouldn't be right on 
the highway." 

The first rest area with bathroom facilities opened in 
July 1962 on 1-26 in Newberry County. And as the other 
Interstates were completed, more rest areas and facilities 
were added. Today there are 45 rest areas on the 
Interstate in South Carolina. Of these, 25 have full 
bathroom facilities. 

"Our goal from the beginning was to arrange the rest 
areas so drivers wouldn't have to go more than 30 miles 
to get to the next one," Hipps says. "In the next few years 
we should reach that goal." 

A lot has changed in rest areas since 1962 — 
specifically, the cost. The first rest area facilities were 
built for a little more than $50,000. Currently, the 
Department is spending $1.1 million to construct facilities 
at the rest area on 1-77 in Chester County. 

"Of course, the cost of living has gone up a little since 
then," Hipp says. "But also, we are building much larger 
buildings today. In addition, we are providing access for 
the handicapped." 

In addition to building new facilities, the Department 
is slowly replacing the older rest area buildings across the 
state. "We need to put larger buildings in to handle to 
increased traffic," Hipp explains. 

The changes in rest areas since 1962 are not limited 
to the buildings, however. Last year, the Department 
entered into an agreement with Hawthorne Services, Inc. 
of Charleston to handle the maintenance work at all of 
the rest areas in the state. 

"That really helped us out with the severe manpower 
shortage we have in the maintenance section," Hipp 
says. "In the past, we had two or three of our people 
assigned to each rest area facility and they were responsi
ble for keeping it clean. By entering into this agreement 
with Hawthorne, we have been able to put more than 60 
maintenance employees out on the road where they are 
sorely needed." 

Hipp says the people who drive on the state's roads 
have benefited from this move in two ways. "First of all, 
we had those extra people to help us better maintain our 
roads. And secondly, because of the great job Haw
thorne is doing, we can provide better rest area facilities. 

"In fact, the number of complaints has dropped 
significantly since Hawthorne started maintaining the 
facilities." 

The private sector involvement in the operation of a 
state-owned facility is just one example of the coopera
tive spirit that makes South Carolina's rest areas unique. 

Along the state's borders, another example of this 
spirit of cooperation is found in the welcome centers. 
These centers, known officially as travel information 
centers, were constructed by the SCDHPT with federal 
funds. The buildings, facilities and grounds are main
tained by Hawthorne Services and the State Department 
of Parks, Recreation and Tourism provides interior 
reception room furnishings, displays and staff to admin
ister the center's travel information program. 

There are ten centers. Nine are on the state borders, 
and another is located on 1-95 at Santee. 

"These centers provide a good service to the 
public," Hipp says. That good service has attracted a lot 
of visitors. Since the first center was built in 1968, more 
than 5.4 million travelers have used them including an 
estimated 5.5 million during fiscal year 1987-88. During 
that same time, the centers handed out nearly seven 
million South Carolina travel-related brochures. 



"One of the unique things about the centers is the 
complimentary lodging reservation service," says PRT 
Director of Tourism Bob Liming. "This service is offered 
at each center and it generates millions of dollars annually 
in travel and tourism revenues for South Carolina." 

During the last fiscal year, PRT estimates that the 
lodging reservation service generated more than $5.5 
million for the state by making 53,724 reservations for 
more than 121,000 travelers, many of whom stayed in the 
state more than one night. 

"The factor that makes the centers such a success is 
the people working there," Liming says. "Not only do 
they have to be informed as to good vacation and lodging 
locations in the state, but they also have to be ready to 
help out with the unexpected problems. 

"For example, not too long ago the staff at one of the 
centers helped an elderly man who didn't know where he 
was and where his family members lived. The staff 
worked hard and located the family and told the man how 
to get there." 

That personal touch is not limited to the travel 
information centers. A program run by the State Com
mission for the Blind has added still another dimension to 
the state's rest areas and welcome centers. Blind busi
nessmen operate the vending machines at 34 of these 
areas across the state. 

Earl Gardner, director of the Business Enterprise 
Program for the Commission for the Blind, says that one 
of the unusual aspects of this program is that the people 
who run the vending machines are private citizens. 
"These are not state employees. These are all private 
citizens who have completed an extensive training 

course that teaches them how to operate these stands." 
Gardner adds that the competition for the right to 

run these stands is keen since the unemployment rate for 
the employable blind is 70 percent. That competition has 
resulted in good service at the stands, which has caught 
the attention of the public. 

The Commission for the Blind receives no money 
from the stands. The profits from each stand, averaging 
$18,000 to $20,000 per year, go to the "legally blind" 
individuals who operate them. 

"The personal touch is paying off," Gardner says. 
"We've received a lot of letters and compliments from 
tourists who love the program. They seem to like the idea 
of having someone at the vending machines rather than 
just having the machines out there with no attendant." 

This program was one of the first of its kind in the 
nation. "We are looked at as a role model by many 
states," Gardner says. "I have been asked by several 
states to help them set up similar programs. 

"This is a wonderful opportunity that the Highway 
Department is providing. Not only are we providing a 
service to the public, but also we are showing that the 
blind can be responsible citizens." 

Like Liming, Gardner says that cooperation from 
the Highway Department has helped make this program 
a success. And the success of all of these programs has 
been instrumental in turning what started out as places to 
take a break on the highway into something much more. 

Brian F. Ellison is a Public Information Officer with 
the South Carolina Department of Highways and Public 
Transportation. 

The new rest area facilities on 1-77 in Chester County under construction. Photo by Barry i.andrum. 



SOUTH CAROLINA OUTDOORS 

Wherever you live, 
there's a 
beautiful 

State Park 
near you! 

LEGEND 
X — parks with cabins 
0 — parks with camping 

For additional information, contact: 
SOUTH CAROLINA STATE PARKS 
1205 Pendleton Street 
Columbia, South Carolina 29201 
803/734-0156 

South Carolina State Parks 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 

Aiken — 0 16. 
Andrew Jackson — 0 17. 
Baker Creek — 0 18. 
Barnwell — X0 19. 
Caesars Head 20. 
Calhoun Falls 21. 
Charles Towne Landing 22. 
Cheraw — X0 23. 
Chester — 0 24. 
Colleton — 0 25. 
Croft — 0 26. 
Dreher Island — 0 27. 
Edisto Beach — X0 28. 
Givhans Ferry — X0 29. 
Hamilton Branch — 0 30. 

Hampton Plantation 
Hickory Knob Resort — 
Hunting Island — X0 
Huntington Beach — X0 
Jones Gap 
Keowee-Toxaway — X0 
Kings Mountain — 0 
Lake Greenwood — 
Lake Hartwell — 0 
Lake Wateree — 0 
Landsford Canal 
Lee — 0 
Little Pee Dee — 0 
Lynches River 
Myrtle Beach — X0 

0 

31. N.R. Goodale 
X0 32. Oconee — X0 

33. Old Dorchester 
34. Old Santee Canal 
35. Paris Mountain — 0 
36. Poinsett — X0 
37. Redcliffe Plantation 
38. Rivers Bridge — 0 
39. Rose Hill Plantation 
40. Sadlers Creek — 0 
41. Santee — X0 
42. Sesquicentennial — 0 
43. Table Rock — X0 
44. Woods Bay 

National Historic Sites and Monuments 
A. Congaree Swamp National Monument 
B. Cowpens National Battlefield 
C. Fort Sumter National Monument/Fort Moultrie 

D. Kings Mountain National Military Park 
E. Ninety-Six National Historic Site 



1989 SUMMER OPERATIONAL SCHEDULE 

(EFFECTIVE APRIL 1, 1989) 
The opening and closing dates will be effective as noted and continue until a Fall and Winter schedule is developed. 

PARK NAME OPERATING HOURS DAYS OPEN 

Baker Creek 
Cheraw 
Croft 
Dreher Island 
Edisto Beach 
Hamilton Branch 
Hickory Knob 
Hunting Island 
Huntington Beach 
Lake Greenwood 
Lake Wateree 
Myrtle Beach 
Sadlers Creek 
Santee 

6:00 A.M. to 9:00 P.M. 

(All Parks in this 
group will be open 
at least 6:00 A.M. 
to 9:00 P.M. However 
some parks may have 
opening time earlier 
than 6:00 A.M. and 
closing times later 
than 9:00 P.M. 

Everyday 

Kings Mountain 
Oconee 
Sesqui 
Table Rock 

7:00 A.M. to 9:00 P.M. 

These are minimum hours of 
operation. Circumstances may 
require park level adjustments. 

Everyday 

Andrew Jackson 
Barnwell 
Caesars Head 
Chester 
Givhans Ferry 
Jones Gap 
Keowee-Toxaway 
Little Pee Dee 
Paris Mountain 
Poinsett 

9:00 A.M. to 9:00 P.M. 

These are the minimum 
hours of operation. 
Circumstances may 
require park level 
adjustments. 

Everyday 

Aiken 
Colleton 
Goodale 
Lee 
Lynches River 
Rivers Bridge 

9:00 A.M. to 9:00 P.M. 

These are the minimum 
hours of operation. 
Circumstances may 
require park level 
adjustments. 

Everyday 

Hampton Plantation 
Landsford Canal 
Old Dorchester 
Redcliffe 
Rose Hill 
Woods Bay 

9:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. 

These are the minimum 
hours of operation. 
Circumstances may 
require park level 
adjustments. 

Thursday - Monday 
Closed Tuesday 
& Wednesday 

Charles Towne Landing 9:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. Everyday 

Lake Hartwell 6:00 A.M. to 8:00 P.M. 
6:00 A.M. to 9:00 P.M. 

Monday - Thursday 
Friday - Sunday 

Calhoun Falls (Swimming Area) 10:00 A.M to 7:00 P.M. Closed Monday, 
Tuesday & Wednesday 

State Park Office Hours—11 a.m. - noon (parks with cabins, also from 4-5 p.m.). Office open on days when park is open. 



1989 SERVICE AWARDS 

Hickory Knob State Resort Park 
January 16,1989 

NAME TITLE-LOCATION NO OF YRS. 

SISK, Ray M. State Parks Director, Columbia Office 35 

WATSON, Joe Frank Chief Naturalist, Columbia Office 30 

ALTMAN, Bobby Highway Maintenance Foreman, Columbia Office 20 

ALTMAN, Jacob R. Senior Highway Maintenance Foreman, Columbia Office 20 

COX, Janson L. Expo Park Manager, Charles Towne Landing 20 

ZISSETTE, Carroll B. Trades Worker, Barnwell 20 

BECHT, Kurt K. Assistant Chief of Maintenance, Columbia Office 15 
BROWN, Edmond J. Safety Coordinator, Columbia Office 15 
FOLEY, D. Michael Chief of Resource Management, Columbia Office 15 
HOLLOWAY, Bernice L. Administrative Specialist, Hickory Knob 15 

MITCHELL, Robert A. Superintendent, Hampton Plantation 15 
PARRISH, Robert F. Superintendent, Dreher Island 15 
RAINEY, Charles G. Assistant Superintendent, Kings Mountain 15 
STICKLES, Van A. District II Superintendent 15 
WILLIAMS, Travis T. Superintendent, Hickory Knob 15 
CORLEY, Robert W. Ranger, Chester 10 
HOLLIMAN, John R. Ranger, Charles Towne Landing 10 
JOHNSON, Mark Park Technician, Hunting Island 10 
MALLARD, William D. Ranger, Hunting Island 10 
McPHERSON, Lawrence W. Ranger, Dreher Island 10 
OSBORNE, Dale Assistant Curator, Charles Towne Landing 10 
PERRY, Gerard B. Superintendent, Jones Gap 10 
SCHUMPERT, Bobby Master Craftsman, McCalla 10 
SUGGS, Scott Groundskeeper Supervisor, Hickory Knob 10 
BROWN, Minnie H. Food Service Supervisor, Hickory Knob 5 
CHRISTIE, James A. Assistant Superintendent, Hunting Island 5 
COOPER, David Security Officer, Service & Supply 5 
EGAN, Steve M. Assistant Superintendent, Myrtle Beach 5 
HART, Dennis Superintendent, Woods Bay 5 
LEBEL, Robert A. Ranger, Cheraw 5 
LINDLEY, Herbert C. Groundskeeper, Hickory Knob 5 
MOORE, Darryl Trades Craftsman, S & E 5 
SUMMERS, James Highway Maintenance Foreman, Columbia Office 5 
THOMPSON, Rebecca Ranger, Lake Hartwell 5 
WELLS, Sharon A. Data Coordinator, Service & Supply 5 
WIGGINS, David Assistant Superintendent, Myrtle Beach 5 

ROBERT J. PAPENFUS PROGRAMS AWARD 
Scott Withrow, Interpreter, Kings Mountain 



TRAINING AND CAREER DEVELOPMENT 

COMMITMENT TO 
EXCELLENCE 

The year 1989 will be a very aggressive year 
for the Division of State Parks in training and career 
development. Currently, most of the training programs 
are on schedule. In the period from January through May 
we will have conducted classes for well over 300 employe
es. This averages out to about one training session per 
week. Surprisingly, this figure does not take into consid
eration any training at the park level or district level. 

Each year for the past couple of years we have been 
able to increase the number of programs we conduct as 
well as the range of subject matter. The success of our 
Training and Career Development Program continues to 
be a source of pride for the Division in which everyone is 
taking part. 

Michael N. Hunt 
Training Coordinator 

PERSONAL APPEARANCE 
^^ertainly one of the most important things 

for you to remember in all your dealing with the public is 
that you have a very keen interest and pay a great deal of 
attention to your personal appearance and mannerisms. 
Those we meet can form and retain, good or bad opinions 
of us and the entire park system based upon our outward 
appearance and mannerisms. A clean, wholesome ap
pearance invites admiration. If you are priviledged to 
wear a uniform, keep it clean and pressed and wear it with 
pride. There is absolutely no substitute for personal 
cleanliness. 

One of the most important things that all personnel 
should remember is that personal appearance is a means 
of extending courtesy to the people with whom you deal. 
Although it is not always true, personal appearance is 
accepted as a counterpart of ability. In other words, a 
person clean in appearance is generally accepted to be 
clean in character. Each and every member of the state 
park system should make a constant effort to be always 
on his toes so that he offends no one by his appearance. 

Michael N. Hunt 
Training Coordinator 

Mr. Jack Disher, Director of the city of Columbia's Parks and Recreation Department and former PRT 
Commissioner, recently presented an award of appreciation on behalf of the City to the state park training staff for their 
work with the "Basic Maintenance Training Program." City personnel haue been participating in this program for the 
past two years. From left to right: John Rogers, Kurt Becht, Jim Work, Michael Hunt, and Jack Disher. 



TRAINING AND CAREER DEVELOPMENT 

Phyllis Gardner from the South Carolina Retirement System speaks to state park personnel about the importance 
of planning for retirement during a Pre-Retirement Education Seminar conducted at the Training Center. 

Maintenance Segment—Phase 
B class, February 6-10, 1989. 

Jim Work instructs the basic 
maintenance class on the funda
mentals of roofing. 



A COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE 

The class is also drilled in the 
proper techniques of transporting 
an injured person by means of a 
litter. 

Fundamentals of Search and 
Rescue, February 13-17, 1989. 

A rappelling demonstration is 
part of the Fundamentals of the 
Search and Rescue course. 
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TRAINING AND CAREER DEVELOPMENT 

The class must learn specific 
knots, and how and when to use 
them. 



A COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE 

Each participant in the class 
must be able to properly sweat a 
joint of copper pipe so that it will 
not leak. 



TRAINING AND CAREER DEVELOPMENT 

Ranger/Interpreter Segment— Phase B, March 27-30, 1989. 

Management Development— Phase B, April 10-11, 1989. 

Ranger Segment, Phase C, April 24-26, 1989. 



DISTRICT NEWS 

DISTRICT I 

Wha, time of year is it, anyway? Warm 
weather doesn't necessarily mean spring any more. We 
must look for other signs, sure signs that spring has 
actually arrived. Nothing so inconsistent as showy azal
eas in bloom at Charles Towne Landing, Hampton 
Plantation, or Rivers Bridge. Not even lush green clover 
in the campground at Edisto Beach, jonquils popping up 
in a circle near the swimming pool at Myrtle Beach, or 
yellow jessamine and dogwoods in bloom throughout 
District I parks. No, we must look for more dependable 
signs! Things like Canadian campers swimming in the icy 
Atlantic Ocean, full campgrounds, restroom openings, 
trading post openings, daylight savings, motorcycles 
(where do they go in the winter?), A-II applicants, A-II 
payrolls, fishermen, and, or course, facility maintenance 
updates. It must be Spring! Superintendents just don't 
understand how the number of needed projects can 
remain after all those just completed. Where's the winter 
that all superintendents hope for? You know, the one 
where they have time to underbrush, rake, and really spit 
shine the place. Keep your heads up guys, it's out there 
some where! 

NEW EMPLOYEES 
Robert Alexander, Charles Towne Landing, Administra

tive Specialist A 
William Boggs, Myrtle Beach, Park Technician 
Garris Brazell, Myrtle Beach, Building Supervisor 
Barbara Brundage, Charles T owne Landing, Administra

tive Specialist A 
Carl Cadle, Myrtle Beach, Building Supervisor 
Danny DeWees, Myrtle Beach, Park Technician 
Ella Gadson, Hunting Island, Clerical Specialist B 
Benjamin Johnson, Hunting Island, Park Technician 
Mark McConnell, Charles Towne Landing, Building 

Supervisor 
Kenneth Pope, Myrtle Beach, Park Technician 
Jane Sipe, Myrtle Beach, Clerical Specialist B 
Merlin Smith, Myrtle Beach, Park Technician 

CHARLES TOWNE LANDING 
Anc lother national seafood cook-off was held at 

the Landing in March. The cook-off turns the Geodesic 
dome into a working kitchen for chefs from throughout 
the United States. This year's winner was from Hawaii. 
The Founders' Day Festival weekend was very success
ful. This year's festival included an exhibit featuring craft 
and art items made by Charles Towne Landing employe
es. 

COLLETON 
^^ary and Ricky have honored requests for 

nature tours this winter from scout and school groups. 
Congratulations to Mary, she moves to become Superin
tendent at Poinsett State Park. Mary has been extremely 
successful during her four-year tenure at Colleton in 
initiating interpretive programming and vastly improving 
community relations. 



DISTRICT NEWS (Cont'd.) 

EDISTO BEACH 
The park cabins have been much improved by 

the addition of storm windows. The park trading post has 
been converted into a combination park office and gift 
shop. The move will save on A ll salaries and provide 
sales on a 12-month basis. A fish cleaning area has been 
added in the campground. Plans are now being made to 
rebuild the cabin crab dock which was closed due to 
piling problems. 

GIVHANS FERRY 
(jivhans has completed all of the approved 

projects. One project which especially pleased me was a 
new curved brick walkway in front of the Recreation 
building. Thanks to Moody and Bonnie Walters for 
hosting the fish fry in March. All those attending really 
enjoyed the fish, stew, and the Shad Roe, my favorite! 

HAMPTON PLANTATION 
Bob Mitchell and Joe Anderson have com

pleted several proposals for interpretation and mainten
ance of natural resources at Hampton. Work projects 
including the Coke machine screen at the restroom and 
the renovated mobile home porch have been completed. 
A Rice Culture program was offered on the park this 
Spring. 

HUNTING ISLAND 
H igh tides and Northeast winds caused se

vere beach erosion in February. We are fortunate that 
none of the park buildings have been affected, but, once 
again, boardwalks and steps need emergency repairs by 
the park crew. The park will miss Rena Riddle, PMA, as 
she moves to take over the Assistant Superintendent 
position at Myrtle Beach. Welcome to Dale Schoolfield, 
Assistant Ranger who has helped with visitor services in 
Rena's absence. Welcome also to new park clerk, Ella 
Gadson. 

HUNTINGTON BEACH 
^dl four wildlife observation decks are com

plete and in use by the public. Thanks to Jimmy Creech 
for leading the park crew in installing a truss roof on the 
boys barracks section of the castle. Work has begun to 
do the same over the shop area of the castle. New deck 
and steps have been added to the Trading Post by the 
park crew. The beach at Huntington is really beautiful as 
a result of last summer's renourishment. 

MYRTLE BEACH 
The south end day use development nears 

completion and should be available to the public by June. 
The development includes two rest stations, two picnic 
shelters, parking and boardwalks for beach access. The 
new park entrance should also be completed for use this 
summer. The park crew has spent many hours improving 
the park restrooms by replacing counters, partitions, 
painting, and such. Replacement of rot and termite 
damage has been completed on several buildings. I'd like 
to welcome new Assistant Superintendent Rena Riddle 
and two new Building Supervisors, Garris Brazell and 
Carl Cadle. 

OLD DORCHESTER 
Erosion control using cross ties has been 

completed along the banks of the Ashley River. Charles 
and Madelyn has also installed a gas vent system for the 
gas stove into the park shop. Dan Bell and the park crew 
had a large turnout for the "Pieces of the Past" historic 
tour held in April. Bids have been let to repair and repoint 
the brick on the remains of the Saint George Parish 
Church Tower located on the grounds. 

RIVERS BRIDGE 
It's good to have Jerry Price back after sur

gery. The park crew missed Jerry during his absence, but 
managed to stay on top of things and prepare for the 
confederate encampment in early April. The encamp
ment was very successful with over 400 paid attendance. 
Dan Bell worked closely with the park crew and renen-
actors to plan and carry out the event. Thanks to Mo 
Oswald, Ray Stevens and Glenn Farr for their help on 
encampment weekend. 

Larry W. Duncan 
District 1 Superintendent 
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CHARLES TOWNE LANDING 
^^hhhhhh! The colors of springtime... purple 

wisteria, pink azaleas, green grass, black gnats, white 
litter and yellow school buses. It's a package deal, you get 
it all at once. 

Visitation has been great since the beginning of the 
season, which kicked off with some 4,500 visitors to the 
1989 Founders Festival in March. A total of 77 exhibitors 
from South Carolina, North Carolina and Georgia en
tered the festival which featured crafts, fine arts and food. 

This year for the first time, CTL sponsored a booth 
of its own talented employees and their wares—Will 
Alford's beautiful paintings, Tom Perry's life-like wood 
carvings, Dorinda Harmon's original basketry, C. B. 
Finger's detailed leatherwork and Scott Alexander's 
authentic toy soldiers. It was practically a mini-festival of 
its own. Over 200 volunteer hours, including CCC 
Reunion Group volunteers, helped make the weekend a 
resounding success. 

The spring season also brings out the generosity of 
others, as evidenced by the throng of runners entering 
the annual Elks Charities Run and the army of walkers 
(some 2,000) supporting the Carolina Children's Charity 
Strut in April. Nearly 9,000 turned out for the 18th Annual 
Greek Spring Festival the same weekend that the 
Charleston Symphony Orchestra's Starlight Pops con
cert brought in better than 1,400 for a beautiful evening of 
music under the stars. Soon to come are the S.C. state 
finals for Double Dutch rope jumping, Colonial Life Days 
and our own salute to the volunteer force of CTL with 
Volunteer Appreciation Day. This year's Appreciation 
Day will be highlighted by recognition of Charlotte Feran 
as the first volunteer to have worked over 1,000 hours at 
CTL. 

This article would be grossly incomplete without 
mention of the school group invasion which we are 
currently undergoing on a daily basis. Fridays are the 
busiest with more than 2,000 school children scheduled 
for several consecutive weeks on that day. Two new 
"favorites" of the teachers visiting the park are the "Pirates 
of the Carolina Coast" and the specially adapted "Dining 
At Charles Towne." At present six additional "dinings" 
have been scheduled for school groups, scout troops and 
elderhostels, giving them the opportunity to prepare a 
typical colonial feast using the outdoor oven, open hearth 
and outdoor rotisserie. Regular adult "dinings" quickly 
sold out for the spring and are now booking for the fall. 

In closing, as you go about your daily routine and 
realize that the season is finally here, you will almost 
naturally try to get things done faster. At the same time 
you may reach a point where you begin to lose some of 
your natural enthusiasm for performing repetitive tasks. 
Keep these two thoughts in mind..."Remember that 
there is more to life than increasing its speed." and "Just 
as there are no little people or unimportant lives, there is 
no insignificant work." 

Robert M. Badger 
Business Associate II 

EDISTO BEACH 
Edisto has a large number of return or repeat 

visitors. The park has visitors from their first year to their 
twenty-fifth year of coming and staying at Edisto. This 
makes me wonder what keeps them coming back or what 
makes them come here in the first place. 

The comments I receive from some of the campers 
that come to Edisto is that the peacefulness and beauty of 
the park brings them here and keeps them coming back. 

I believe with the park being an hour's drive from 
town and down a long oak-shaded road, the visitors have 
the feeling that they are getting away from the hectic 
world to a place where they can relax and have a peaceful 
moment in their lives. 

Edisto offers a variety of settings from camping to 
hiking in the woods to camping and walking along the 
beach. You can sit quietly and fish on the cabin dock, 
gather oysters from Scott Creek or go boating and skiing 
in Big Bay Creek from the park's landing and dock 
facilities. We can offer a ocean sunrise, a marsh sunset, 
or a moonlit walk along the beach. We offer a place to 
picnic along the beach, fish in the surf or just have fun and 
to go swimming. All of these things are what brings 
everyone back to Edisto time and time again. 

We all know what it takes to keep a park cleaned and 
maintained well enough to keep the visitor coming back, 
so I would like to thank the park staff. 

Thanks to the Maintenance Staff for completing our 
concurrent projects. We started with 80 projects and at 
this writing we have 8 left, which should be done by the 
time you read this. Thanks for doing all those unpleasant 
jobs that you don't always enjoy doing but do your best 
anyway. 

Thanks to the Ranger Staff for their effort in the 
operation of the park and in their tactful dealings with the 
public. 

21 



DISTRICT NEWS (Cont'd) 

Thanks to the Park Clerks for their skills in fun
nelling all the different operation, maintenance and 
administrative paper work into one outlet that represents 
the park as one working unit. 

Thanks to Mr. Duncan, Mr. Work and Mr. Harrison 
for all their assistance with the various changes we made 
this year. Thanks to everyone else that assisted us this 
winter. 

We hope you have a safe and happy summer. 
Ray T. Stevens 
Superintendent 

GIVHANS FERRY 
Things are fine at Givhans Ferry and business 

is good. The weather gets better as the days go by and we 
are getting plenty of rain for the first time in a couple of 
years. 

We have finished all of our 33 projects and I would like 
to thank Ranger Moody Walters, Park Technician Don-
nie Creek, Supplemental Bonnie Walters, Volunteer 
Elaine Farr and District I Superintendent Larry W. 
Duncan for their help. 

The Edisto River is up and we are hoping to have 
some good fishing this summer. Mark Dutton's Nature 
Walk was a success and the weather was beautiful. 

Redcliff Superintendent Gene Cobb held a chain 
saw school here and did an excellent job. Participants 
came from Charles Towne Landing, Rivers Bridge, 
Edisto Beach, Hunting Island, Old Dorchester, and 
Colleton State Parks and most of them took part in the 
activities. Thanks, Gene! 

We are looking forward to a busy summer, and stop 
in and see us if you are in the area. 

Harry G. Farr 
Superintendent 

HAMPTON PLANTATION 
Wi, 'inter has come and gone here at Hampton. 

The grounds are ablaze with the many colors that mother 
nature has to offer at this time of the year. 1 can't 
remember a season since I came here that the flowers 
were as colorful. Spring is a time of change. To those that 
observe, changes occur daily. Our park, like the park 
system, is changing. This year we hope to see some 
measureable results. Visitation has increased due to 
programs and our work within the community. Also, the 
Georgetown County Chamber of Commerce has sent a 
lot of visitors during the week for house tours. 1 would like 
to welcome Alice Williams to Hampton. Alice works as a 
volunteer in the Mansion House during the week. Alice is 
a retired school teacher who also volunteers a lot of her 
time working at the Kaminski House in Georgetown. 

Joe Anderson, our Park Interpreter, organized 
several programs through the winter months. The two 
most popular were the Owls of Hampton and our Rice 
Culture program. Joe has also conducted nature walks 
for visitors on weekends. Other projects that are being 
completed are the exhibit plan for the house and another 
visitors' guide dealing with the plantation. 

Winter work projects are now beginning to pick up 
again. March, as most of you know, has been wet. We 
anticipate completing all of our projects on time. 

We look forward to a very busy summer. With 
training sessions out of the way until next fall, we will turn 
our attention to the work and programs that need to be 
done here on the park. I would like to thank Mike Hunt 
for the excellent training programs. The sessions seem to 
get better every year. I think that all employees who 
participate in these sessions have a better understanding 
of the park system, project a positive self image and do 
their jobs more professionally. To me, these factors are 
important when dealing with the public. Here's hoping 
that your summer is a safe and productive one! 

Robert A. Mitchell 
Superintendent 

HUNTINGTON BEACH 
Summertime is calling us! Yes, ready or not, 

fellow park employees the fun is about to begin, or, 
should I say, has already begun! The hustle and bustle 
that comes along with the summer months has already 
started for us, and I am sure you have all been busy too. It 
looks like more and more people are finding out what a 
great place Huntington Beach is, because since Easter 
we have been fairly crowded even during the week. For 
awhile we thought the rain was going to keep people 
away, but so far they are hanging around waiting for the 
sunshine. 

If you haven't visited us recently, you need to come 
down and enjoy all four of our newly constructed 
observation decks. They are all welcome additions to our 
park and we have already utilized several of them with 
programs. Our visitors have also had nothing but good 
comments. Many thanks to Bruce Grammer and the 
Engineering Department who did a great job in oversee
ing the project. 

We would like to thank our Naturalist, Julie Finlay-
son for her great idea on the Weekend on Wheels 
program and to commend her for its success. A big 
thanks to all of those who helped make this program a 
success and the biggest thanks go to the participants. 
The crowd consisted of only 12 handicapped people, but 
in this particular instance it was the quality, not the 
quantity that made the program. The event started off 
with a tour of the castle and then they all wheeled down to 
the new handicapped observation deck and enjoyed the 
outdoors. The highlight of the day was when Julie and her 



helpers literally hand carried those in wheelchairs down 
to the beach. Some of the comments that these people 
made were amazing and it would have made your day. 
One lady said it was her second trip down to the water 
and she was so overjoyed that she cried. We hope to 
make this an annual event and continue to offer pro
grams for the handicapped throughout the year. 

Our maintenance staff has been staying busy trying 
to complete the winter projects and many thanks to all of 
them for keeping our park looking great for all of our 
visitors. Speaking of staff members, we would like to 
welcome our new Ranger, Jerry Bragg and his wife, 
Sandy, who joined us in November. We hope they are as 
happy to be here as we are to have them. 

Well, I suppose that winds it up for us, so if you get 
the urge to come down and sit in the sand, walk on the 
beach, or the boardwalks, or if you just need to "get away 
from where ever you are," come on down; our gates are 
always open (from 6 am to 10 pm anyway). From all of us 
at Huntington, we hope everyone has a safe and enjoy
able summer. 

Tricia Kirton 
Clerical Specialist 

OLD DORCHESTER 
The mower coughs and sputters to clear its 

winter congestion, while the new sprouts taunt "We're 
back!" We're back!" Dogwood blossoms answer, as they 
dapple the hills and the azaleas join in to welcome the 
Spring. The church tower, like a great old monarch, 
scans nonchalantly from its centuries of wisdom. The 
Ashley, timelessly young, plays from bank to bank. It is 
Springtime at Old Dorchester! 

Winter projects behind us; new walkways, landfills, 
and freshly painted buildings, seem like small tasks 
compared to nature's labors, but we, too, display our 
accomplishments. We now turn to future projects, such 
as restoration of the church tower and plan new strate
gies for old problems, like battling the soil erosion around 
the fort. 

School children, unaware of man and nature's work, 
come to join the old town's tours and leave with new 
insights of nature and their own heritage. 

We welcome the new season to our park, and invite 
you to come visit a little niche of history preserved by 
PRT's Division of State Parks. 

Madelyn Knight 
Ranger I 

MYRTLE BEACH 
Winter certainly kept our entire park staff 

hopping. Our normal flow of tourists was replaced by the 
southern winter migration of snowbirds. I stayed busy 
with the snowbirds in the Seniors' Nature Hour pro
grams. What a great bunch of enthusiastic participants 
they were! 

After Christmas I started an experimental dune 
refurbishing project on the north end of our beach. Area 
residents brought their Christmas trees to the park 
during the two weeks following Christmas. These trees 
were staked out in a 100 foot section just in front of the 
primary dune. The amount of sand collected in the trees 
is being measured and documented. The area changes 
from day to day but the measurements are currently 
showing an increase of four inches at the northern-most 
end of the section. 

Our winter work projects are all near completion. 
Construction has continued all winter, even through the 
rain and snow, on our new day use area at the south end 
of the park. We expect to open the new restrooms, picnic 
shelters and parking area in mid-May. Also under con
struction is the new entrance, slated to open by the first 
part of June. 

Numerous staff changes have taken place'over the 
past months. Our new Assistant Superintendent is Rena 
Riddle. Jane Sipe replaced Bill Hofmann as the new 
Clerical Specialist when Bill was promoted to Business 
Manager. Jeff Hofmann has come on board as an 
Assistant Ranger. Our Maintenance Supervisors have 
been replaced by Carl Cadle, Jr. and Garris Brazwell. 
And finally, we have four new Park Technicians: Bill 
Boggs, Ken Pope, Merlin Smith and Danny Dewees. 

Our entire staff is looking forward to a beautiful 
summer with lots of folks enjoying Myrtle Beach State 
Park. 

Stuart Dudley 
Park Naturalist 



DISTRICT NEWS (Cont'd.) 



CIVIL WAR ENCAMPMENT 

This event was held April 1-2 at Rivers Bridge State Park, with about 80 
participants from eight units in the South Carolina Infantry, the 10th Georgia Cavalry 
and the 2nd South Carolina Cavalry, taking part. Included in the two-day schedule 
were re-enacted Civil War skirmishes and an encampment. 



DISTRICT NEWS (Cont'd.) 
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Interpreter Stuart Dudley (cen
ter) leads a crabbing session for 
participants attending the Shell
fish Workshop held March 11 and 
April 8 at Myrtle Beach. 

"Weekend on Wheels"partici
pants enjoy a leisurely tour of 
park facilities at Huntington 
Beach during the two-day event, 
held March 10-11. Activities in 
eluded a guided tour of Atalaya 
and nature observing from the 
new handicap-accessible observa
tion deck. 

Traditional dances were one of 
the more popular events staged 
during the 18th Annual Greek 
Spring Festival held May 7 at 
Charles Towne Landing. 



• 

Ranger Howell Martin, June 
Turner, Superintendent Bobby 
Turner and other park personnel 
bring discarded Christmas trees 
out to an artificial reef location at 
Myrtle Beach. This project is de
signed to prouide an improved 
fishing habitat at the park. Park 
Interpreter Stuart Dudley has 
been actively involved in monitor
ing the success of the program. 

New trash can racks in the 
South Campground at Hunting
ton Beach present a very tidy 
appearance that many campers 
have appreciated. 

Ranger Bob Strickland con
ducts a program for a visiting 
school group at Edisto Beach. 
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DISTRICT NEWS (Cont d) 

A new roof has been construct
ed on the boys' barracks at Atala-
ya (Huntington Beach). 

A new restroom in the south 
e n d  d a y - u s e  a r e a  a t  M y r t l e  
Beach. 

One of two new picnic shelters 
in the south end day-use area at 
Myrtle Beach. 



District II employees are looking forward to 
another summer season. Many improvements have been 
made in the district during these last several months. A 
new laundry building is being constructed at Santee, 
along with some extensive trail work by the interpreter 
and ranger staff. Many buildings have been renovated at 
Cheraw and plans are moving fast in preparation for the 
golf course. Park use has continued to sky rocket at 
Redcliffe with the many weddings and receptions. A new 
picnic shelter is underway at Barnwell. A new pedal boat 
dock will improve these services at Little Pee Dee. New 
grass has improved the appearance of the community 
building at Lee. The Lynches River pool deck was 
replaced recently by the park crew. New quarry tile floors 
in a picnic area restroom look good at Aiken. The golf 
course at Goodale continues to be well used. The 
programs at Woods Bay are the highlight for many park 
visitors. Poinsett's new Superintendent, Mary Crockett 
is welcomed back into District II. Ed Nesbit finally got 
moved in at Old Santee Canal and plans are to open 
this park on June 2nd. A dedication and groundbreaking 
for the interpretive building was held on April 24. A large 
crowd was in attendance. 

Have a safe summer. 
Van A. Stickles 

Superintendent, District II 

NEW EMPLOYEES 
Sondra Johnson, Cheraw, Interpreter II 
Earl Outlaw, Santee Canal, Park Technician 
Dale Schoolfield, Poinsett, Interpreter II 

BARNWELL 
W,h spring activities in full swing and sum 

mer fast approaching, we here at Barnwell are shifting 
gears and trying to get ready for another busy and 
productive summer. 

Since the last issue of Park Lites, two major projects 
have started here for us. J. R. Altman and his crew 
rewired our family campground and construction has 
begun on a new picnic shelter which will be located near 
our concession area overlooking one of our lakes. 
Hopefully both of these projects will help provide our 
visitors with better service and also increase our re
venues. 

Along with the normal spring activities, we are 
working hard to get all of"our work projects completed. 
We are now in the process of quarry tiling the shower 
house in the campground. This is going to greatly 
improve the appearance of this facility. This type project 
is a first for all of us here, so it is a big learning experience 
for us also. I believe that being able to do and learn so 
many different types of work is part of the reason that our 
work is so rewarding. 

Best wishes for a safe and productive summer. 
Come by to visit if you have the time. 

Homer Stanton 
Superintendent 
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N. R. GOODALE 
It's springtime at Goodale and the azaleas and 

dogwoods are beautiful! The warm weather has brought 
a lot of people to the park for picnics, walking, fishing and 
golfing. We've had several four-pound bass caught from 
the golf course pond, which was stocked a couple of 
years ago. Some folks come by to fish awhile and then to 
golf awhile. It's good to see things so busy. 

With the help of Mr. John Carmichael, Warden at 
Wateree Correctional Institute, we've added 11 wood 
duck boxes to the park lake. We hope this effort will help 
increase the population of wood ducks. We have also 
worked with the local Boy Scouts in clearing a nature trail 
along the lake at the bathhouse. This is an important 
project for several Scouts that are working toward their 
Eagle ranking. On April 22 and 23, they used the park for 
a Camporee with a Civil War reenactment scheduled as 
the main event. The Second Annual Wateree Valley 
Clemson Club Family Day is scheduled again in May. 
Last year's event brought a large crowd to the park. We 
have excavated and relocated the old Adam's Mill 
millstone from the spillway area to a display area near the 
office. It's a great conversation piece. Many visitors are 
surprised to find that Goodale State Park's swimming 
lake has an interesting history! 

We have been busy this winter as usual getting our 
winter work projects completed. I want to thank Ranger 
Steve Mcintosh and supplemental worker James Hino 
for their hard work. There is always something to keep us 
busy. We get some nice comments from golfers and 
other visitors, so I feel our hard work does pay off. 

Susan and I took a week off at Easter and spent the 
time at Edisto doing some shelling and sunning. We 
enjoyed it so much that we plan to make it an annual trip. 

If you're ever in Camden, please come out to visit at 
Goodale. Have a great summer! 

Keith Windham 
Superintendent II 

OLD SANTEE CANAL 
On April 24, the dedication for Old Santee 

Canal State Park, as well as ground-breaking ceremonies 
for the Interpretive Center were held. The Commis
sioners of PRT and Santee Cooper were on hand. After 
the ceremonies, a Bar-B-Que was held at the park's 
picnic shelter. 

Even though the official opening of the park won't be 
until June 1, 1989, the park staff has been very busy at 
the site. We have been researching many topics ranging 
from canal history to characteristics of marl. We have 
also walked the trails many times to become familiar with 
the area around the park. 

Old Santee Canal has 2/2 miles of boardwalk, with 
various observation points along the way, a Blue Heron 
Rookery, a pair of nesting Ospreys, canoe rides on the 
canal, and the Stony Landing House. The Stony Landing 
House, which will serve as the park office, will be featured 
as a designer house for the Berkeley County Historic 
Commission from June 1 through July 4. 

We hope that everyone will have a chance to come 
visit the park during the next few months. 

Mary A. Seabrook 
Curator 

POINSETT 
After almost six years, Ed Nesbit will end his 

tenure as Superintendent at Poinsett. Ed, his wife, Judy, 
and son, Jay, will be dearly missed. We wish them 
success and happiness in their new home at Old Santee 
Canal. 

As the years go by all of us will eventually leave with 
our spaces filled by someone else. The people change but 
fortunately much of the park remains the same. Poinsett, 
along with the 15 other original South Carolina State 
Parks, is blessed with a legacy of Civilian Conservation 
Corps architecture and workmanship. Although most of 
our original buildings remain, not all are used for their 
original purpose. The Pump House was filled in, given a 
concrete floor and made into a picnic shelter. The 
barbeque pit, which saw many years of smoky roasting 
pigs, is now also living out its life as a picnic shelter. Our 
original restroom was moved, cut into two pieces, and 
now serves admirably as a a paint shed and our superin
tendent's storage shed. But probably the biggest change 
of all was the original restaurant. When the park first 
opened in the 1930's it boasted of a beautiful cypress-
paneled restaurant serving fried chicken dinners. But as 
visitor uses changed, the restaurant closed and is now 
functioning as our nature center complete with snakes, 
turtles and fish. I have written this article from what is 
now my office but what was once the kitchen. Times 
change and our buildings uses change, but hopefully their 
beauty and integrity will remain for future generations to 
enjoy. 

Terence E. Seidel 
Naturalist 

NOTE: Since this article tuas written, Terry has been 
transferred to Hunting Island to replace former Natural
ist Rena Riddle, who is now Assistant Superintendent at 
Myrtle Beach. Ed. 



SANTEE 
W„h the arrival of the spring season, Santee 

State Park has experienced its yearly influx of crappie 
fishermen, campers who are wanting to get outside again, 
and cabin users. With the exception of a couple of rainy 
weekends in April, the park has continued to be extreme
ly busy, which is the norm for the spring at Santee. 

A special thanks and a pat-on-the-back for a job well 
done goes out to Interpreter Maria Naguski, Rick Smith, 
Jim Graham, Frank Cole, and Keff Diller for their work 
on all the Nature Trails throughout the park. The trails 
have been re-worked; trail-heads have been relocated to 
provide better access; benches have been provided on 
the bike trail; and blazes have been added for directional 
purposes. These changes and improvements are appre
ciated by the park visitor and will help in providing our 
trail users with a more meaningful experience. 

Rick Bryant, along with Wash Bennett and Dwight 
Jones, put their brick masonary skills on the line with the 
rebuilding of the brick columns at the entrance of Francis 
Marion's Tomb. They are to be complimented for a 
completed job that looks very professional. 

Mike Davidson 
Park Superintendent 

Santee Groundskeeper Supervisor Dawson Wat
son plants pine seedlings in a seven-acre tract recently 
acquired by the park. 

WOODS BAY 
Spring has come to the Bay in grand style with 

an abundance of wildflowers, wildlife and park visitors. 
The alligators have been up and about in the millpond 
since February and have began moving into sight around 
the boardwalk. The wood ducks are happier this year 
with the new locations of several nesting boxes. The 
ducks have presented the park a bumper crop of 
ducklings this spring. 

Superintendent Hart went to Washington, D.C. in 
January for the Presidential inauguration. The local 
school district thought it a good idea to send his son 
O'Neal and other members of the District's Talented and 
Gifted program along to chaperone. 

Most of the winter was spent presenting a great 
variety of programs to many groups both on and off the 
park, while also doing our winter work projects. Along 
with the smaller programs, we have presented two of our 
eight scheduled events for this spring. The Carolina Bay 
Experience and our Owl Prowl were both very success
ful. All the other events are also beginning to fill up. 

We at Woods Bay hope each of you has a great 
summer. 

Stan Hutto 
Park Naturalist 

Assistant Superintendent Mel Felder planting pine 
seedlings at Santee. 
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Resource Mang.ement volun
teers help Santee Interpreter 
Maria Naguski (Center) locate 
red-cockaded woodpecker colo
nies on park property. 
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The 224-acre Old Santee Canal 
State Park was unveiled to the 
public on April 24. The dedication 
ceremony was conducted on the 
front porch of the restored Stoney 
Landing Plantation House over
looking the Cooper River. The 
new park lies along a two-mile 
section of the Tail Race Canal 
that connects Lake Moultrie with 
the Cooper River. The park is a 
joint project development through 
a cooperative arrangement be
tween the S.C. Public Service 
Authority and the S.C. Depart
ment of Parks, Recreation and 
Tourism. 

Taking part in the groundbreak
ing ceremonies at Old Santee Can 
al State Park were (from left): 
Kenneth R. Ford, President, S.C. 
Public Service Authority; Fred 
Brinkman, Executive Director, 
S.C. Dept. of P.R.T.; Charles 
Bundy, Chairman, PRT Commis
sion; Dwight Holder, Chairman, 
SCPSA Commission; Congress
man Robin Tallon, and Senator 
Rembert Dennis. 



District III 

1 he past three months have been the busiest 
that I can remember in my 20 years of park service. 
Interviews, promotions, transfers and inventories have 
taken quite a bit of my time but have been well worth the 
effort. Employees are beginning to realize the importance 
of inservice training scores, evaluations and over-all job 
performance since all three things are tied directly to 
promotions. 

Much of the maintenance program in District III 
parks suffered from these transfers, but I am sure we will 
be back on track before too long. I wish to thank 
everyone involved in the district for making these transi
tions as smooth as possible and congratulate those that 
received promotions. 

Many times I overlook someone or a certain area of 
the park operation that deserves recognition but I could 
not operate as a district supervisor without each and 
every person on each park. The employees located in 
District III are, in my opinion, of the highest caliber and 
deserve much more praise that I could ever give. 

Our summer season is here once again and I am sure 
it will be busier than the last. May each of you have the 
best summer and most rewarding year ever! 

Come see us! 
Horace W. Craig 

District III Superintendent 

NEW EMPLOYEES 
Sandra Bayne, Table Rock, Food Service Supervisor II 
Bobby Cassell, Table Rock, Park Technician 
Christopher Gaillard, Table Rock, Restaurant Manager 

JONES GAP 
^Vs another day rolls around, you can detect 

the distinctive signs of our neighborhood bear. There has 
not been a day gone by that someone has not walked up 
and told us that they remember about this area. This just 
goes to show how much local interest there is. Park 
visitor use is slow, except for weekends, but will increase 
substantially this summer. 

Rollen and I are working long hours on various 
projects to beautify the park. We are concentrating on 
getting back to the basics of preserving this beautiful area 
for future generations to enjoy. This past winter, we 
uncovered the old waterwheel foundation that was 
constructed in the early nineteen hundreds. This was the 
site of the first generated power in this area solely 
powered by the flow of the river, and is just one of the 
significant and interesting landmarks left over from the 
days of the State Fish Hatchery. 

Grass is just now starting to take root but will need 
more maintenance in the near future. We hope to have a 
good stand of grass in a couple of years with the help of 
Brooks Jordan from Sadlers Creek. Our thanks to the 
nearby State Parks for their help in the grass seeding and 
fence projects that were the first priority of our staff. Our 
thanks also to Mr. Horace Craig and the people of the 
Columbia office for their assistance getting this park off 
and running. 

Good luck to Mr. Gerard Perry on his new job as 
Lake Hartwell's Superintendent. He left us in early April 
and we welcome former Dreher Island Ranger III, Larry 
McPherson as our new Superintendent. We know he will 
do a bang-up job. 

We are just beginning to rebuild this area that has, 
for so long, been misused and abused over the years. 
Drop in if you are ever in the area. 

Brian Norris 
Ranger II 
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KEO WEE-T OXAWAY 
Each season of the year provides a visual 

change in our environment. This spring the change has 
been exceptionally beautiful with flowering plants, shrubs 
and trees. The trees give us an added attraction with their 
varying shades of green leaves that cover the forest 
lands. 

The attendance in our day-use area is increasing 
rapidly this year. School, church, family and other 
organized groups are making plans for spring tours of the 
Cherokee Museum and picnicking in the park. Our park 
visitors come from surrounding communities and towns, 
and from other states and countries. But all of them are 
gracious and complimentary about our State Parks— 
their beauty and maintenance! 

There is also an increase in this year's facility rental 
reservations when compared with this time last year. 

The park office is still a busy place for telephone call 
information about special events, recreation and histori
cal places in our state parks, and other areas of interest. 

When you're in the Foothills on Scenic Highway 11, 
please stop by for a visit at Keowee-Toxaway. 

Frances Looper 
Clerical Specialist 

LAKE HARTWELL 
As spring arrives it brings with it the rain we 

need so desperately. The lake was down 14% feet as of 
January 2, 1989. However, bass, crappie, and catfish are 
biting pretty good. 

It looks as though our season is off to a good start. 
The NCHA camping club nearly filled our entire park on 
our 3rd Anniversary Weekend. 

The weekend was also filled with plenty of actitivies 
such as nature walks, flea market, hayrides, and bingo. 
There was plenty of entertainment from a Bluegrass band 
as the campers laughed and danced. It was a joyful 
evening, yet sad when our former Superintendent Andy 
Davis was given a farewell Appreciation Award for his 
time and dedication. He will be missed by us all. 

The NCHA and Lake Hartwell staff had a special 
welcoming for the new Superintendent, Gerry Perry and 
his family. Gerry Perry, who has come to us from Jones 
Gap, has been in the parks system for approximately 11 
years. He is a New Englander from Maine who came to 
South Carolina looking for the "Land of Milk and 
Honey." He couldn't find his way back to 1-95 and he 
decided to stay, and we're glad he did. 

Rebecca Thompson 
Ranger 

PARIS MOUNTAIN 
Since our last issue of Park Lites, activities at 

Paris Mountain have definitely picked up. Many projects 
have been completed and, thank goodness, we have only 
a few more to do. I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank our crew for a job well done over the last few 
months. The quality and quantity of their work is much 
appreciated by me. Thanks, gang! 

We have steadily been battling the pine beetles so far 
this year. Damage has been moderate to heavy in day-use 
areas, but we seem to be making headway. High winds 
and tornado conditions hit us a few weeks back and 
caused a great deal of damage to many mature pines. All 
of the power lines were brought down along with many 
power poles. One does not appreciate electricity until 
you do not have any., 

I would like to congratulate all of our employees who 
recently received promotions. I also want to thank Mr. 
Kolb for his many years of service to our system. He will 
be missed by all of us. I heard through the "grapevine" 
that he can be found each morning drinking coffee at the 
local truck stop! Another long time PRT employee came 
by to see us today...the one and only "Big" Ed Miller. He 
turned 70 this year but I can honestly say he does not look 
it. He claims Happy is working him to death with house 
and yard duties. 

Another summer will soon be upon us and the only 
big change for Paris Mountain is the fact that we will now 
be operating the concession stand. I am anxious to see 
how our revenue will be affected. So far we are running 
ahead of last fiscal year by a substantial amount. I can 
only hope it continues. 

Everyone, have a safe summer. 
Pete Davis 

Superintendent 



ROSE HILL PLANTATION 
W4rm weather has finally arrived, and at 

Rose Hill we are taking advantage of it by making various 
landscaping changes. Several varieties of plants are being 
placed around the grounds, including black walnut and 
sycamore saplings, and azaleas. The Kings Mountain 
Nursery and Rocky Jones have been of invaluable 
assistance in this effort. 

All the hard work on the programs is paying off. We 
had a good turnout for the antique furniture workshop. 
People attending this event indicated that they would like 
to see more of the same type of program. The response 
for "Historic Uses of Wild Plants" has also been very 
good, and a number of people who have registered 
attended the earlier program. 

The Olde English Tourism Distirct, of which Rose 
Hill is a part, has been actively promoting this region in 
the Midwest. Its persistance has resulted in a number of 
scheduled tours at this site, one consisting of at least 
eighty people. These groups first come to Rose Hill to see 
an example of a nineteenth century cotton plantation. 
After a catered lunch, they then tour Cone Finishing Mill 
in Carlisle. This type of activity has been responded to 
very favorably by all groups in the past, and is now 
occurring more often. 

In the near future, a photographic inventory will be 
started on the Rose Hill collections. This will be used in 
conjunction with the written inventory now being done. 
Photos are made of each item, and then cross-referenced 
with a written description of the same object. (Even the 
best description of an artifact doesn't always reveal as 
much as a good photo). Black-and-white film is used in 
this type of project, since color film is composed of dyes 
which fade with the passage of time. When completed, 
the two inventories (photographic and written) will 
provide a detailed record of the objects displayed and 
stored here. 

N. Renae Farris 
Park Interpreter 

SADLERS CREEK 
This is the time of the year when we are all 

involved in completing our work projects and getting our 
parks ready for the busy summer season. 

Even though we are all involved in many activities, I 
feel it is a time of the year that we all overlook. Spring is 
busting out all over at Sadlers Creek State Park. The 
dogwoods and azaleas this year seem to be at their best 
show ever. The red tips are ablaze and even the yellow 
bells lasted longer than usual. We all certainly have a lot 
to be thankful for around us. 

The park crew has been busy all winter completing 
as many projects as possible. With the late winter and 

spring rains we have been experiencing the lake and 
ground water levels have increased tremendously. We 
are all just hoping that the rain doesn't cut off at the 
wrong time. 

1 want to say congratulations to all of those who 
received promotions and wish them good luck in their 
new endeavors. If you are up around the area, stop in and 
say hello. From all of us at the Creek, take care and have 
a safe and successful summer. 

Brooks M.Jordan 
Superintendent 

TABLE ROCK 
Spring has arrived at Table Rock State Park 

and everything is beautiful. It is hard to believe that winter 
is already over and we are getting ready for summer. We 
are expecting a very busy summer since we have water 
this year. Dredging of the lake and the new retaining wall 
were completed in mid-December and the lake was 
completely filled by mid-January. It looks great and is 
readily awaiting both swimmers and boaters. 

During January and February Jill held "Weekends at 
Table Rock." These programs consisted of such things as 
a pottery demonstration, music, crafts, storytelling, etc. 
Several of these programs were held at the restaurant so 
people could enjoy a meal and then attend a program. 

Mike Hager held a special program, a "Turkey 
Seminar," on March 10. All of Mike's hard work paid off 
because the seminar was a big success with approximate
ly 175 turkey hunters in attendance. 

Our first ever Easter Egg Hunt had an overwhelming 
response. We had many more children than we ever 
expected. All went well and the children had a great time. 
We also had the largest crowd ever to attend our Easter 
Sunrise Service. Since Easter weekend was the first 
weekend that we opened our fee station, store, carpet 
golf and boats, we were glad it turned out to be a 
gorgeous weekend. 

We have a new Park Technician, Ray Cassell. Ray 
has been a supplemental here for several months. I know 
Randy is glad to have Ray on as a permanent employee. 
We would like to thank Randy and all of his maintenance 
staff for all of the hard work they do to keep our park 
looking beautiful. 

We would also like to welcome our new Restaurant 
Manager, Chris Gaillard and Assistant Manager, Sandy 
Bayne. We know Chris and Sandy will work together to 
make the restaurant the best it's ever been. Stop by the 
Table Rock Lodge Restaurant for supper or lunch starting 
May 1 and meet Chris and Sandy. 

We would like to wish everyone a safe and enjoyable 
summer and remember if you come to the mountains, 
stop in at Table Rock for a visit. 

Lisa McJunkin 
Secretary 
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TABLE ROCK CORNER 

missed it! What a great weekend of fun 
we had. Despite the torrential, chilly rains, eleven of 
twenty-one registered volunteers showed up at the 
nature center at Table Rock to help clear portions of the 
Table Rock and Pinnacle trails of overgrown brush and 
downed trees. Water bars were put in the trail to carry 
water off the trail to reduce erosion. Some steps were 
added to make walking easier, and cribbing (rocks and 
logs) was laid alongside of the steps to keep people on the 
steps, thus preventing further erosion of the steps. 
Sunday, those volunteers who could stay (9), spent eight 
hours on the Table Rock, Ridge, and Pinnacle trails, but 
most time was spent clearing the trail for summer use and 
putting up new signs where people had chopped them up. 
Yes! we did carry eleven long, heavy signs approximately 
six miles up those strenuous trails. 

These wonderful volunteers came from all over the 
state, and had many professions including an Air Force 
Master Sergeant, a historian, a mailman, and reporters. 
The volunteers included: Jason and his father, John Hill 
from Moore; Susie Black from Greenville; Zach and 
Crayton Silsby from Greer; Anna Muller from Pickens; 
Bill Skelton and Greg Picklesimer from Simpsonville; 
Tommy Sims from Columbia; and our long distance 
winner, Don Watts from Goose Creek. Brad Erikson 
from Greenville, joined us on Sunday. These dedicated 
volunteers showed what it is to truly be volunteers. They 
gave of their time to enhance other visitors' trips and 
make the trails safer. Through constant rain and occa
sional periods of heavy, stinging sleet, there were no 
complaints, just laughter and friendship. And despite 
such weather, goals set for this weekend were reached. 
But, much more work is needed. 

On the Volunteer Weekend it was so disappointing 
to see how some hikers have treated these trails that we 
are so fortunate to share. Shortcuts are found on all three 
trails, creating tremendous erosion and causing the area 
to look like a bulldozer had come through this beautiful 
forest. Inconsiderate people who create these shortcuts 
devalue the integrity of the trail and can cause themselves 
and others injury by stumbling over loose rocks and 
hidden yellow jacket nests when walking off the trail, not 
to mention getting themselves lost. Still others deliberate
ly deface the park signs and paint or carve graffiti on 
trees, rocks, and signs. Why must they do such thought
less acts? And finally, despite asking people to please not 
camp on the park (except the campground) in order to 
protect the integrity of such a fragile mountain environ
ment, we had to clean up five fire pits/campsites that 
hikers had placed in the center of the path! Not only is 
this unsightly, but dangerous, and those caught can be 
fined. 

Children and adults must be taught to be consider
ate of what mother nature has provided us and what 
others have worked so hard to preserve. Remember that 
parks are for everyone to enjoy, to leave them looking the 
same if not better than you find them. My whole-hearted 
thanks goes out to all those anonymous volunteers who 
pick up trash as they climb up the park's trails. As the 
number of visitors increase on the park, so will the 
destruction. All of us must become volunteers in some 
form or fashion in order to keep this park's scenery 
beautiful and intact. Many thanks again to the wonderful 
(yet soggy) volunteers of April 8 & 9. 

Jill Bell 
Park Interpreter 

Croft Superintendent Ray Hayes inspects hardwood 
seedlings recently planted in an area of the park to 
replace trees that were cut down because of pine beetle 
damage. 
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A new communications tower 
has been constructed at Croft to 
improve on-park communica-
finns 

Another session at the Trout 
Fishing Seminar was held in the 
camper recreation building. 

One of the indoor sessions held 
in the Barn multi-purpose building 
during the Blue Ridge Trout Fish
ing Seminar, April 22-23 at Oco
nee. 

Hands-on demonstrations at 
the park lake highlighted the 
Trout Fishing Seminar at Oco
nee. 



DISTRICT NEWS (Cont'd.) 

There have been many personnel changes in 
District IV since the last issue of Park Lites. I would like to 
congratulate Freddie Parkman on his new job. Everyone 
knows Freddie's size, but I have discovered how big his 
feet are. His shoes are mighty hard to fill! We will miss him 
in District IV, but look forward to working with him in his 
new position as Chief of Operations. 

I would also like to congratulate Phil Gaines, Superin
tendent at Dreher Island, and Frank Couch, Superinten
dent at Kings Mountain, on their new positions. I would 
like to welcome to District IV Steve Egan, Superinten
dent Lake Wateree, and Todd Rexrode, Superintendent 
at Lake Greenwood. Other new District IV employees 
include Rob Achenberg and Rick Busby at Lake Russell, 
and Jackie Thomason, Virginia Jennings, Ottie Wiley, 
and Russell Swan at Hickory Knob. I apologize if I have 
left anyone out. As you can see, several of us have new 
jobs to learn and new people to work with. I am confident 
that we can meet this challenge to maintain the high 
standards of our district. 

During my first visits to parks in District IV, I have 
been very pleased with the number of concurrent 
projects completed and the quality of work done on these 
projects. I know that this work could not have been 
completed without the efforts of many dedicated park 
employees. I would also like to thank Jim Work and the 
maintenance crew for completing several special pro
jects, including the recreator's building at Hickory Knob 
and the Nature Center at Kings Mountain. 

Spring is a busy time in the state park system. Not 
only are parks completing concurrent projects and 
preparing for the summer season, but also many parks 
are sponsoring special programs. This is especially true in 
District IV. Wildflower walks and backpacking trips have 
occurred at several parks. "Carolina Legends," a musical 
celebration, was held at Andrew Jackson in April. To be 
successful, these programs take lots of planning and pre
paration. Our interpreters, park crews, and the program 
section should be commended for their hard work. 

I have just returned from one of our newest state 
parks. The Lake Russell ground breaking ceremony was 
held April 14, 1989. It is very exciting to witness the 
creation of this park and watch its growth., 

Change is also a part of growth. I realize there will be 
many adjustments in the next few months due to the 
recent changes in personnel. We need to remember that 
we are part of the same team. Let's work together as we 
strive to make the 1989 summer season the best ever! 

Lew Cato 
District IV Superintendent 

NEW EMPLOYEES 
Robert Achenburg, Lake Russell, Ranger I 
Johnny Broome, Baker Creek, Park Technician 
Melody Brown, Hickory Knob, Clerical Specialist B 
Charles Busby, Lake Russell, Public Safety and Security 

Officer 
Altie Hooker, Dreher Island, Building Supervisor 
Virginia Jennings, Hickory Knob, Custodial Worker II 
Russell Swann, Hickory Knob, Canteen Operator II 
Jackie Thomason, Hickory Knob, Supervisor Custodial 

Serivces I 
Betty Young, Hickory Knob, Clerical Specialist B 
Ottie Wiley, Hickory Knob, Custodial Worker II 

ANDREW JACKSON 
Everything went smooth during the Winter 

and Spring with one exception. We had a slight scare in 
early March when the overflow pipe on a 40-acre lake 
located on private property joining the park collapsed 
and dumped the majority of its water and fish into the 
park lake overnight. Thanks, neighbors, for the fish! 

On Saturday and Sunday, April 22 & 23, the 
Lancaster County Council of Garden Clubs held its 
Spring Flower Show at the park. The theme was "Come 
Play With Me In South Carolina." Eight state parks were 
represented in the design division. 



On April 29, a Bluegrass celebration was scheduled 
with a concert in the amphitheater providing a variety of 
old time bluegrass and gospel music. 

Congratulations to Mr. Lew Cato in his new position 
as District Superintendent. We all know you will do a 
great job! 

During Mr. Cato's first visit to the park I felt it would 
be to my advantage to get off to a good start with the new 
district man. I decided that on his first visit I should just 
listen and learn. I found out that Lew and James must 
really have a lot in common. They kept talking about this 
guy, (I never found out his name) but did hear them 
mention that it was Clem's son. He must live out west 
somewhere because when they were talking about him 
they mentioned their many trips to Death Valley. 

I believe they also own stock in the automotive 
industry because they kept on talking how good Ford 
was doing. 

One thing that still bothers me is when they were 
saying how much they loved their Tigers. I know, James 
has one cat and I've looked everywhere on the park and 
haven't found a tiger cage yet. I guess that James keeps 
them at his lake house! 

I hope that everyone has a safe summer. 
Richard Bishop 

Ranger II 

DREHER ISLAND 
^Vs the waters of Lake Murray rise back to 

normal level, Dreher Island prepares itself for the many 
visitors that hurry to the lake with the arrival of spring and 
warmer temperatures. 

The park marina has had a busy spring, and is home 
to boats from 18-foot sailboats to 35-foot cabin cruisers. 
All annual slips have been leased and nightly slips have 
been occupied on the weekends. 

Much landscaping has been done throughout the 
park. A large propeller, measuring 60 inches, (called a 
screw when it's that big) and 100 feet of anchor chain are 
now displayed on the grounds in front of the tackle shop 
and are becoming quite a conversation piece. 

Spring has also brought many fishing tournaments, 
shelter reservations, and camping clubs to the park. 

We would like to welcome Wayne Hooker, Building 
Supervisor, to the Dreher Island family. I would also like 
to thank the entire team at Dreher Island for their help, 
commitment, an support during our move and transition 
period. 

We look forward to the challenges ahead. Have a 
safe and successful summer! 

Phil Gaines 
Superintendent 

BAKER CREEK 
The azaleas and dogwoods are blooming in 

brilliant colors here at Baker Creek State Park. Spring is 
certainly in the air! The April showers have been long 
awaited by most everyone concerned about low lake levels 
(Lake Thurmond, formerly Clarks Hill). The levels have 
risen more than four feet in the last six weeks. With more 
rain in the forecast, we hope to see lake levels return to 
normal. Bass and crappie catches are improving each 
day as warmer weather approaches. With turkey season 
in the month of April, hunters and fishermen alike are 
enjoying camping facilities. Other park facilities are also 
getting good usage as families and groups plan their 
spring and summer outings. 

We would like to welcome the new additions to the 
park staff, Johnny Broome, Park Technician and Curtis 
Clegg, A-II Supplemental. They have been a valuable 
asset to our crew at this busy time of year, when we are 
putting the finishing touches to our many winter mainten
ance projects. We are preparing for the 1989 Summer 
season and wish everyone a safe and enjoyable Summer. 

Hugh W. Cooper, Jr. 
Ranger II 

HAMILTON BRANCH 
(greetings from Hamilton Branch State Park! 

Time has gone by so fast with summer right around 
the corner, and the rain over the past few weeks brought 
the lake level up to 320.20. The grass has gotten just 
about as high, but this year we have some good help (a 
much better tractor) thanks to all involved. The azaleas 
look so pretty this year and, as always, the dogwoods are 
spectacular. The completion of Highway 28 should help 
our camping, especially with the lake level up and still 
rising. The Masters golf tournament ended on April 9 and 
that helped our camping some. 

My oldest daughter will graduate from high school 
this year and plans to attend Henry Ford College in 
Detroit, Michigan. 

Congratulations go out to Ranger A. K. (Buddy) 
Rushton for completing the Reserve Deputy Training 
Program and receiving the Honor Scholastic Award for 
highest scores for Abbeville and McCormick County. 

Until next time, have a safe summer and stop by if 
you are in the area. 

Edward Frasier, Jr. 
Superintendent 
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DISTRICT NEWS (Cont'd.) 

HICKORY KNOB 
Spring brings with it many changes. The 

spring wildflowers are following the call of the flowering 
dogwoods and peeking their fragile petals above the 
warming earth. Not only have the natural features of the 
park changed but also Hickory Knob is experiencing 
several physical changes as well. 

Twenty new motel units have been completed and 
are in operation, adding to our 60 previous. The units 
feature a gazebo and deck joining the two wings overlook
ing the lake. Another new feature is the change our bike 
shelter has gone through. Bikes have been removed and 
so has the building. In its place is a Nature Center nearing 
completion. The building will serve as a hands-on re
source center for programs. 

Speaking of programs, Hickory Knob again con
ducted its annual Senior Retreat with an abundance of 
Senior Citizens and new activities. Panning for gold and 
being successful at it can cause the heart to skip a beat no 
matter what age the participant. If that doesn't get you 
going, how does a hot air balloon ride sound? Yes, most 
of the Seniors found the rides to be a new experience, 
even our oldest at 96! 

Along with the traditional programs came new ideas. 
Some work and some do not and the only way to know is 
to try and that is what we did for "Birding Basics," 
"Landowner's Workshop" and "Nature Explorer Expedi
tion." The Superintendents' Conference ran smoothly 
another year, I just have one question to ask, "Gene 
Cobb, what was the sale price on that tie again?" 

The golf course has been constantly full of diligent 
golfers since the Masters and is in tip-top condition due to 
the hard work of the golf course staff and excellent 
weather conditions. 

The lake level has risen approximately 7 feet and 
hopefully this will continue a rise in park attendance. 
Fishermen seem to be enjoying the change, especially off 
the dock where our rangers have buried Christmas trees 
to better the fish habitat. The fishin's great, so come pay 
us a visit and if you don't like fishin', just stop by and say 
hi. 

Kim Ehrman 
Recreator 

LAKE GREENWOOD 
We have been extremely fortunate this year 

to have spring come early to Lake Greenwood. This has 
given us the opportunity to complete almost all of our 
concurrent maintenance projects well ahead of the 
arrival of our larger crowds of visitors. Now we have the 
opportunity to be able to greet our visitors and give 
them the attention they deserve. 

The new Nature Center at Hickory Knob. Standing at 
the door is Don Holloway, Master Craftsman of PRT's 
Maintenance Crew. 

Lake Greenwood will again prove to be a popular 
lake this year. On Easter weekend the lake was within 
one foot of being a full stage. Fishing has been extremely 
good this spring with many good catches of bass and 
crappie already seen. We have had many fishing clubs 
using the park for tournaments with as many as 125 boats 
launching on Saturdays. 

Camping has been extremely popular this spring 
with revenues up over 42% over the same period last 
year. I feel that this will certainly be a banner year. 

The park staff here has volunteered'its off-duty time 
to help the community and the tourism industry. We 
have adopted a two-mile stretch of Highway 702 and 
promised to keep it litter-free. On our initial pick-up, over 
80 bags of litter was removed. The S.C. Highway 
Department furnishes participants with trash bags and 
removes the full bags from the highway. We feel that this 
effort is definitely worth the trouble to help promote a 
litter-free state. 

Many thanks are due to the staff here at Lake 
Greenwood in making this year a successful one. I 
personally want to thank rangers Willie Caldwell, Phil 
Burton, and Bryan Hester, and maintenance staff Keith 
Brown, William Hawkins and William Abercromt • for 
their hard work and dedication. Lake Greenwood would 
be at a loss without these fine men. 

Frank F. Couch, Jr. 
Superintendent 

NOTE: Since this report was written, Frank Couch has 
transferred to Kings Mountain State Park as Superin
tendent. Ed. 



McCALLA SESQUI 
^^groundbreaking ceremony for the construc

tion of Calhoun Falls State Park will have taken place by 
the time this is published. Ground clearing has already 
started but the much needed rains have held the 
construction crews back for a few days. Construction of 
Mountain View Park, which is a large picnic day-use park, 
was started late this winter. The weather has also held 
this project back a little. 

Charlie Hudson, our Ranger I, has resigned for a 
position as police officer in Abbeville, and we wish him 
good luck. He has been replaced by Rob Achenberg, a 
recent graduate of Clemson with a degree in Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism Mangement. He is from New 
Jersey, but has seen the light and decided to stay down 
South. He is single, but engaged (it's only a matter of 
time). With his determination and background, he will be 
an asset to the park system. We welcome him and wish 
him luck. 

I would also like to welcome Rick Busby as the Public 
Safety & Security Officer for Lake Russell. This is a new 
position for the park system and is much needed. Rick, a 
native of Donalds, is married. He and his wife, Kathy, 
have two children. 

The fish must be biting at Lake Russell! The ramps 
are full of both cars and boat trailers. If each fisherman 
catches at least one fish, there won't be any left in a few 
years! 

The wife and I are doing fine. I'm trying to get geared 
up for the swimming season. We hope everyone has a 
great summer season. 

John Lawrence 
Ranger III 

Spring is here although sometimes it is diffi
cult to tell with the ever-changing weather. Sesqui is 
beautiful at this time of the year with dogwoods, Jessa
mine and wildflowers blooming. Spring is a renewing time 
and people are coming to the park to take advantage of 
this season. After winter it is great to see people out 
picnicking, walking, running and just enjoying themselves in 
the park. 

The nature center is almost ready to be open to the 
public. We are working to have it open daily by the first of 
May. The nature center includes exhibits on both the 
natural and cultural resources of the park. We have two 
displays which relay to the park visitor the history of 
Sesqui including the CCC's part in building many of our 
facilities. To inform the visitor about the natural re
sources, we have displays on the Red-Cockaded Wood
pecker, the Turkey, Oak Barren—a Sandhills plant 
community, growth of a tree trunk, and the gamefish in 
the park's lake. So that children have something for them 
to do in the nature center, we have a Nature Discovery 
Area. This area has a Habitat Hunt electric game for kids 
to play plus a counter area where they can observe a box 
turtle, a snake, and lizards. Kids can explore a touch-and-
feel box, feel mammal pelts, and touch other nature 
paraphernalia. The nature center has been and will con
tinue to be the meeting place for most of the programs 
that are presented on the park. We hope that when you 
are at Sesqui you will stop by and visit the nature center. 

Another project that has helped improve Sesqui was 
the draining of our lake. This project served several 
purposes. We were able to improve the swimming area 
plus clean up the lake by removing litter and allowing the 
algae build-up to die back. We were also able to restock 
the lake to improve fishing at the park. Bream were 
stocked in January and large-mouth bass will be stocked 
in May. Our lake will be reopened in the summer of 1990 
and the fishing should be great! 

I am looking forward to Nature Camp again this 
summer. I will be having three one-week sessions. The 
second session will offer something new, for it will be for 
younger children ages 4-6 years old. This session of camp 
is designed to be an introduction to nature using all of a 
child's senses. It should be fun! 

Have a great summer! 
Judi Dorsey 

Park Naturalist 

TRY A 
FISHIN' 
DATE 
IN '89. 
National Fishing 

Week 
June 5-11,1989 



DISTRICT NEWS (Cont'd.) 

it 

A host of local, state and national dignitaries, including U.S. Senators Strom Thurmond and Ernest Hollings, were 
on hand April 14 for the groundbreaking at Calhoun Falls State Park on Lake Russell. On the platform, from left: 
Senator Thurmond; PRT Executive Director Fred Brinkman; Senator Hollings (at podium); Col. Ralph Locurcio, 
Commander and District Engineer for the Savannah District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; Senator Billy ODell; PRT 
Commission Chairman Charles Bundy; Repr. Robert O. Kay; Repr. Jennings McAbee; Rev. Jack Ray and Mayor 
Putnam. 

Participants in the groundbreaking ceremony were (from left): Rev. Ray, Rep. McAbee, Mayor Putnam, PRT 
Commission Chairman Bundy, Repr. Kay, Sen. ODell, Col. Locurcio. Senator Hollings and Senator Thurmond (not 
pictured). Calhoun Falls State Park is being funded by a cost-sharing agreement between the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers and the S.C. Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism. It is the first of four public parks slated for 
construction on Lake Russell. Other parks planned include Lowndesville, Mountain View and McCalla. 



Hamilton Branch Ranger Ar
thur K. "Buddy"Rushton receives 
a plaque from McCormick Sheriff 
George Reid for making the high
est scores for Abbeville and McCor
mick Counties in the Reserve De
puty Training Program. 

Mayme Carpenter, 96 years 
"young," prepares to go for a hot-
air balloon ride during one of the 
events at the Senior Getaway 
held March 26-29 at Hickory 
Knob Resort State Park. Other 
activities included nature hikes, 
arts and crafts, and local historic 
tours for senior citizens attending 
the three-day event. 

43 



RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 

FISHERIES MANAGEMENT 
UPDATE 

Catfish (blue catfish) were stocked in the 
ponds at Aiken State Park over the winter. The wildlife 
department provided the fish at no cost to the park. Two 
of the lakes are now being managed for largemouth bass, 
bluegills, shellcrackers and blue catfish. We appreciate 
the cooperation and assistance that Mike Hoofman and 
his staff have provided to make this resource manage
ment project a reality. The park's lakes will not have to be 
closed because of the addition of this species to the 
fisheries management strategy. 

Mark A. Dutton 
Resource Management Biologist 

The catfish were transported to Aiken State Park's 
lake in a special fish transport truck, complete with fish 
tank. 



NEW BEAVER POND 
NATURE TRAIL 

CONSTRUCTED AT 
LITTLE PEE DEE 

I^ike Spivey and his crew are to be com
mended for their initiative in locating an interesting 
habitat on their park and planning and constructing a 
nature trail to it. This new trail, which begins in a stand of 
plantation pines, leads to a beaver pond, complete with 
beaver lodge. The staff has placed bluebird boxes along 
this portion of the trail to attract bluebirds, and to add 
additional interest. 

Future plans for the trail include an exhibit interpret
ing the beaver pond, an observation platform and rest 
benches. 

Mark A. Dutton 
Resource Management Biologist 

Superintendent Mike Spivey shows off the new trail 
entrance sign to the Beaver Pond Nature Trail. 

The trail leads to a beaver pond complete with a 
beaver lodge. The dam that the beavers have con
structed is also evident at this portion of the trail. 

The Beaver Pond Nature Trail winds through a 
plantation of pine trees where the staff has installed a 
number of bluebird boxes. 



PROGRAMS AND PARK PROMOTIONS 

NEW FACES, NEW PLACES 
Rena Riddle, who for the past 2>4 years has 

handled the interpretive program at Hunting Island, was 
recently promoted to assistant superintendent at Myrtle 
Beach State Park. Rena's efforts in establishing the 
program at Hunting Island are exemplary, especially 
considering that she continued performing other park 
duties in her role as Park Management Assistant. Congratu
lations to Rena; her hard work and perseverance are 
beginning to show dividends. 

Hunting Island now has a full-time naturalist posi
tion, which has been filled by Terry Seidel. A native of 
Ohio, Terry established the Poinsett interpretive pro
gram and fostered its development for the past sixteen 
months. 

Dale Schoolfield, most recently an assistant ranger 
at Hunting Island, is assuming the interpretive duties at 
Poinsett. Dale's previous experience includes being the 
naturalist at Pomme de Terre State Park in Missouri, and 
at White Oak Lake and Queen Wilhelmina state parks in 
Arkansas. 

Sondra Johnson is the new naturalist at Cheraw 
State Park. A native of Iowa, Sondra received her 
undergraduate degree at Iowa State University, and has 
done graduate work at the University of Michigan 
Biological Station at Pellston. Prior to joining the South 
Carolina state park system, Ms. Johnson was a U.S. 
Forest Service volunteer Naturalist Program Aide at 
Cook, Minnesota. 

SUPERINTENDENTS' MEETING 
The reports at the 1989 Superintendents' Meet

ing reflected a continued increase in emphasis upon 
recreation and interpretive programs and visitors' ser
vices in general. This trend has also been evident at many 
of the Ranger Training sessions. 

PROGRAM ACHIEVEMENT 
AWARD 

Scott Withrow, the manager of the Living 
History Farm at Kings Mountain, was awarded the 1988 
"Robert J. Papenfus Memorial Program Achievement 
Award" at the Superintendents' Conference in January. 
The award is given annually to the person who best 
advances the goals of the Parks Division in the area of 
programming and interpretation. 

Scott arrived at the Kings Mountain farm in January, 
1986. Since that time, the interpretive and school visita
tion programs have grown dramatically. Last year, Kings 
Mountain had the heaviest school group visitation in the 
park system. Many of Scott's special event programs on 
historical and environmental topics have been approved 
for continuing education credit by Winthrop College. 
Also, the annual Pioneer Days event has been improved 
with the addition of several interpretive activities that 
have proven very popular with park visitors. Congratu
lations, Scott, and keep up the good work! 

RECENT PROGRAMS 
Prior to her departure for Myrtle Beach, Rena 

Riddle was continuing to attract full-capacity participa
tion to her activities. Two of her more popular efforts 
included "Winter Beach-Combing" in January, and 
"How to Find a Dinosaur" in February. 

Generally speaking, most state park programs are 
designed to accommodate almost everyone. Seldom do 
we plan an activity for a particular segment of the 
population. There are exceptions, however. One such 
activity was the "Weekend on Wheels" at Huntington 
Beach. This program was planned and developed by Julie 
Finlayson in cooperation with the Handicapped Organi
zation of Women. Participants, most of whom were in 
wheel chairs, were given the opportunity to experience 
some of the outdoor education programs conducted 
routinely at Huntington. 

The Blue Ridge Trout Fishing Seminar was pre
sented at Oconee State Park in April. With expert 
instruction being provided by the Greenville Chapter of 
Trout Unlimited, more than eighty persons came to learn 
more about fly fishing, fly tying, stream ecology, ultra
light spinning techniques, and a half dozen other topics. 
Assistant State Park Director Charles Harrison was able 
to keep his programmer's "license" current by teaching 
one of the classes. 

The "Carolina Legends and Pioneers of Bluegrass 
Music" proved highly successful at Andrew Jackson 
State Park, in spite of rainy and windy weather. Spear
headed by Joan Davis, this was a cooperative effort of 
several organizations, businesses, and agencies. The 
Lancaster County Council of the Arts will be assuming 
responsibility for this event. The Briar Hoppers, the 
Harmon and Lucas Brothers Band, the Luke Smathers 
String Band, and the Hired Hands featuring Snuffy Smith 
and Pappy Sherill all combined to make this truly a 
weekend of "legends" of Bluegrass music. James Taylor 
and his crew are to be commended for handling the on-
site preparations and traffic control, and thanks to 
Freddie Parkman for rendering assistance as needed. A 
special note of appreciation to new District Superinten
dent Lew Cato for his help from the beginning of the day's 
festivities until the end of the concert. 



The Greek Spring Festival at Charles Towne Land
ing afforded park visitors an opportunity to experience 
Grecian music, folk dances, and delicious food. If you 
have never tasted Grecian pastry, you are encouraged to 
do so. 

NEW PARKS BROCHURE 
Several brochures have been designed 

and/or revised in recent months, the most prominent of 
these being the new color parks brochure. Thanks to 
each of you who assisted by providing information or 
proofing text, but especially to Kay White, who coordi
nated the project. 

this advertising, the programs, and the contest, we 
experienced an immediate impact on program participa
tion and revenue. For the long term, we have drawn 
people to the restaurant for what we think is the first of 
many visits, and we have built a clientele for Table Rock's 
program services. A special note of thanks is due to Jill 
Bell and Irvin Pitts for planning and conducting pro
grams, and to Joe Hambright for his role in developing 
the concept. 

Another promotion going on at this time is a Hickory 
Knob Golf Vacation being given away through the 
Wendy's hamburger chain. This is taking place in Co
lumbia now and will begin in Myrtle Beach in July. 

Charles Towne Landing's outdoor advertising has 
had a face-lift. This time it is the large head of an alligator 
welcoming people to Charleston on 1-26. 

PARK PROMOTION 
^Vs we know, January and February are 

probably the slowest months of the year in the parks. 
This includes cabins, camping, and restaurants as well as 
program services. 

This year we developed a special promotion for 
Table Rock, designed to increase participation in our 
programs and workshops, increase business at Table 
Rock Lodge Restaurant and create an overall awareness 
of the park and its services. 

This special promotion, "Weekends at Table Rock," 
was done in cooperation with WFBC radio, and took 
place from mid-January through the end of February. 
Each weekend featured at least one and usually two or 
three special programs. These included Appalachian folk 
tales, folk craft demonstrations, attracting wildlife, Indian 
lore, a string band, star-gazing and more. Most of these 
activities were conducted at the restaurant and/or at a 
time when it was convenient to enjoy a meal at our 
facility. Public service time on WFBC was used to 
promote these activities. 

The second aspect of the promotion was a vacation 
radio contest called "Cabin Fever" in which a week's stay 
in a Table Rock cabin was awarded. 

The third part of the promotion was the routine paid 
advertising that we do for the restaurant. By combining 

REFLECTING 
With all the growth we have experienced in 

program services during the past few years, it is impor
tant that we look at where we came from. In the years 
prior to full-time interpreters and recreators, much of the 
programming was done by summer personnel or through 
the initiative of the superintendents. For years, Oconee 
State Park set the standard by which we measurerd other 
parks' programs. The role that Bob Cothran played in 
developing program services at Oconee is just one of the 
many reasons we will miss him, and mourn his recent 
death. 

Dan Turpin 
Chief, Programs and Park Promotion 

A large crowd was entertained by numerous hlue-
grass, country and gospel performers during the"Leg
ends and Pioneers of Bluegrass Music" program held 
April 29 at Andrew Jackson State Park. The euent was a 
cooperative effort by the Lancaster County Council of 
the Arts, the S.C. Department of PRT and the Springs 
Foundation. 



PERSONNEL CHANGES 

NEW EMPLOYEES FOR 
COLUMBIA OFFICE 
Walter Driskell, Central Office, Assistant Business 

Manager 

PROMOTIONS AND 
TRANSFERS 
Lew Cato, Kings Mountain, Park Superintendent IV to 

District Office, District Superintendent 
Frank Couch, Lake Greenwood, Park Superintendent III 

to Kings Mountain Park Superintendent IV 
Mary Crockett, Colleton, Park Superintendent I to 

Poinsett, Park Superintendent II 
John Culbreth, Table Rock, Assistant Superintendent to 

Caesars Head, Park Superintendent II 
Andy Davis, Lake Hartwell, Park Superintendent II to 

Oconee, Park Superintendent IV 
Steve Egan, Myrtle Beach, Assistant Superintendent to 

Lake Wateree, Park Superintendent II 
Phil Gaines, Lake Wateree, Park Superintendent II to 

Dreher Island, Park Superintendent III 
Charles Harrison, Central Office, Chief of Operations to 

Central Office, Assistant Director 
Bonnie Lewis, Cheraw, Ranger II to Cheraw, Assistant 

Superintendent 
Lawrence McPherson, Dreher Island, Ranger III to Jones 

Gap, Park Superintendent I 
Ed Nesbit, Poinsett, Park Superintendent II to Santee 

Canal, Park Superintendent II 

Freddie Parkman, District Office, District Superinten
dent to Central Office, Chief of Operations 

Robert F. Parrish, Dreher Island, Park Superintendent III 
to Central Maintenance, Master Craftsman 

Gerry Perry, Jones Gap, Park Superintendent II to Lake 
Hartwell, Park Superintendent II 

Todd Rexrode, Caesars Head, Park Superintendent II to 
Lake Greenwood, Park Superintendent III 

Rena Riddle, Hunting Island, PMA to Myrtle Beach, 
Assistant Superintendent 

Mary Seabrook, Charles Towne Landing, Administrative 
Specialist A to Santee Canal, Curator I 

Terence Seidel, Poinsett, Park Interpreter I to Hunting 
Island, Park Interpreter II 

RESIGNATIONS 
Roger Carleson, Myrtle Beach, Groundskeeper Super

visor 
Angela DeVilbiss, Charles Towne Landing, Administra

tive Specialist B 
Teddy Doyle, Myrtle Beach, Groundskeeper Supervisor 
Charlie Hudson, Lake Russell, Ranger I 
Jackie Jaszczyszn, Hunting Island, Clerical Specialist B 
Maureen King, Charles Towne Landing, Administrative 

Specialist A 
Sherry Lesley, Table Rock, Food Service Supervisor II 
Randall Lynch, Table Rock, Park Technician 
Richard Webb, Myrtle Beach, Park Technician 
Sharon Wells, Service and Supply, Data Coordinator I 
Holly Wise, Table Rock, Restaurant Manager 



SUPERSLAB SOLILOQUY 

Ma [any of you can undoubtedly recall comments 
made by your parents or grandparents about the perils of 
travel on the roads in the early twentieth century. Do these 
sound familiar? "All roads were dirt, as asphalt and concrete 
hadn't been "invented" yet..." "When it was dry you choked 
on the dust, and when it rained you sank in up to the axles..." 
"When we were lucky, we could make it to the next town 
that day, but often we were stranded after dark out in the 
middle of nowhere." "When nearby farmers weren't making 
money hauling folks out of the mudholes, they were hauling 
water for the roads..." and, you could add many more "tales 
of horror" to the above! 

Significant advances have been made in recent years in 
both the dependability of vehicles and the construction of 
roads on which we travel. Probably no one factor has had a 
more dramatic impact on our lives than the development of 
the Interstate highway system. The importance of the 
"superslab" was brought home to me recently during a 
motorcycle trip that I took in April. My destination was 
Columbus, Ohio, and the reason for my trip was an annual 
visit by members of the Honda Sport Touring Association, 
(of which I was the founder,) to the Honda of America 
assembly plant in Marysville and the headquarters of the 
American Motorcyclist Association in nearby Westerville. 

The Friday visits were finished, and it was the following 
morning. After enjoying breakfast with several members, I 
cranked up my trusty Honda Interceptor and headed east 
on 1-70 with members Ray Snowdon of Ontario, Canada, 
and Dan Bard of Charles Town, West Virginia. With a 
friendly wave, 1 split off on 1-77 and headed south. The 
weather could have been better; in fact, it couldn't have been 
much worse! Rain was falling steadily, interrupted occasion
ally by a brief respite. However, I pressed on, knowing that I 
had two days before I had to be back at the office. 

With brief stops for fuel and food, the miles rolled by, 
and soon I passed the motel in Princeton, West Virginia 
where I had stayed on the trip to Ohio three days before. I 
had not planned on making the entire 630-mile return trip in 
one day, so my eyes began to scan the billboards for motels. 
However, the remaining hours of daylight invited me to press 
on, so I continued to move with the traffic. Further down the 
road, it began to rain so hard that cars were pulling off the 
road to wait out the storm. However, 1 just reduced my 
speed and kept the wheels turning. 

Before I knew it, the South Carolina state line came into 
view, and the sight of the Welcome Center at Fort Mill made 
me feel that I was "home at last!" I made a brief stop to call 
Lynn, my better half, to tell her that I'd be home shortly! 
And...thirteen hours after I had left Columbus, Ohio, I was 
home in Columbia, South Carolina. I was damp around the 
ears; I had not set a world's record; the body was tired, but I 
was home;...home at last! 

Our modern system of interstate highways makes such 
trips possible. Years ago, when our daughters Julie and 
Laurie were small, Lynn and I often drove straight through to 
visit my parents in New Hampshire. The eleven hundred 
mile trip usually took about twenty-four hours, and I do not 
suggest that such a trek makes good sense! However, our 
funds at the time were limited, and we changed drivers often 
to keep the wheels between the ditches. 

In summary, I am convinced that traveling on the 
"superslabs" can be safer than on the two-lane highways and 
byways. In addition, the interstate highways that criss-cross 
our country from North to South and from East to West 
have enabled folks to expand their horizons as they shrink 
the distance to that distant state, park, or Grandma's house 
in New Hampshire. 

Interstate highways offer scenic beauty for those with 
eyes to see it. Fall colors in South Carolina are never more 
spectacular than along 1-26 in Newberry County. The West 
Virginia Turnpike section of 1-77 offers a visual treat, even for 
a weary motorcyclist battling the raindrops on the way back 
home to South Carolina. 

Therein is the direct benefit for the economy of states 
and state park systems such as ours. People in distant states 
can visit South Carolina because safe travel is possible on 
interstate highways. This is in contrast to the early days of 
our park system, when most of the parks were only used by 
local residents. Stroll through a parking lot of a state park 
this summer and you'll see license plates from Maine to 
Oregon and California to Texas! South Carolina plates will 
also be conspicuous by their presence, for residents of the 
Palmetto State know that South Carolina is a great place 
to begin discovering the beauty of the US of A! 

When you're thinking of things tc be thankful for, 
include our interstate highway system. Aunt Maude in 
Duluth will be pleased to see you, and she has some apple 
pies in the oven with your name on them. 

Dana L. Sawyer 
Editor 

NOTE: Former Assistant State Parks Director, Oscar Kolb 
called recently to ask that I convey to everyone in the park 
system his thanks for the many gifts, parties, kindnesses, 
etc. offered in connection with his recent retirement. He and 
Daisy are doing just great, and they would love to see any of 
you if your travels take you through Elloree. He also 
mentioned that "retirement is great...just great!" Ed. 
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This pedestrian bridge spans a stream between a parking lot and the day-use area at Jones Gap. Supplier 
and installer for the bridge, which spans 70'and is 4'in width, was Bliss Products and Services ofBryson City, 
North Carolina. The steel bridge has wooden decking, and is an unobstrusive and picturesque addition to the 
Greenville County State park. Photo by Steve McCalla. 


