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ABOUT THE COVER: Governor Carroll 
Campbell and Mrs. Joseph H. Croxton 
unveiled a plaque in memory of Mrs. 
Croxton's late husband, a Lancaster 
architect instrumental in planning Andrew 
Jackson State Park. A resolution naming 
the new amphitheater at the park was read 
by Sen. Caldwell T. Hinson at the dedication 
ceremony on Friday, April 3. With a seating 
capacity of approximately 250, the 7,500-
square foot amphitheater will provide a 
picturesque outdoor setting for concerts, 
plays and other forms of entertainment for 
park visitors. 
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W e have accomplished more maintenance work in 
our parks during the last eleven months than any other 
period I can recall. This is due, in part, to our additional 
maintenance personnel and to better planning by both 
our maintenance section and our people in the field. 
This, along with our new approach to visitor services, 
has been one of the most outstanding accomplishments 
that I can recall since I have been connected with the 
Division of State Parks. 

Another significant change has been in our training of 
field employees. Captain Harrison, Mike Hunt, Jim 
Work, Kurt Becht, Ed Brown and others are doing an 
outstanding job. It is our goal to see that every field 
employee has been involved in some type of training. 
This is enabling our employees to do a better job and be 
more fully aware of their responsibilities. I have received 
many comments from these employees expressing their 
appreciation for these training opportunities. 

I have been very impressed with our many female 
employees. We have a fine group of ladies, some of 
whom have worked their way up through the system. 

My thanks go to Mark Dutton, our State Parks 
Naturalist, who has taken on the sizeable task of 
improving the quality of fishing in our state park lakes. 
This is the first effort other than some weed poisoning, 
that has ever been made in this area. It is a project that 
we knew needed attention, but has been delayed in 
recent years in favor of other projects. Mark is doing a 
super job with this and I am sure that the thousands of 
fishermen that visit our lakes will also appreciate it. 

Wally Brock, retired Dreher Island State Park 
superintendent, passed away April 21. His cheerful 
disposition and friendly smile will be missed, and our 
sympathy goes out to Jay and other members of the 
family. 

My congratulations to the following seventeen 
members of our state park system who received highest 
ratings on their recent Performance Evaluations: 
Charles Harrison, Lisa Newman and Kay Onley, 
Columbia Office; Roger Ardis, Annette Gaines and 
Gwen Goodwin, Santee; Lew Cato, Kings Mountain; 
Horace Craig, District III Superintendent; Pete Davis and 
Ed Frasier, Paris Mountain; Ronnie Hancock and 
Bernice Holloway, Hickory Knob; Ken Michael, Old 
Dorchester; Ed Nesbit, Poinsett; Thomas Perry and 
Frank Whiteside, CTL; Harold Windham, Croft. 

Keep up the good work, and have a productive and 
safe summer season! 

Ray M. Sisk 
Director 

Division of State Parks 1 



OPERATIONS REPORT 

I want to congratulate Mike Hunt on the 
development and implementation of the Training and 
Career Development Program. In addition, I wish to 
thank Mr. Sisk for his support. The establishment of this 
type of program, to include getting input from the many 
interested employees, was quite a task. This program 
can be a tremendous benefit to all employees and the 
park system. 

It does, however, require a major jCommitment from 
the Park Division and support from the Park 
Superintendents. 

For the program to accomplish its purpose, Mike 
needs feed-back from the Superintendents and the 
students. Is the instructor covering the subjects that 
need to be addressed? Superintendents need to give the 
"trained" employees opportunity to use what they have 
learned and then let Mike know what changes need to be 
made. 

The Training and Career Development Program 
should show some results immediately but the real 
impact on the park system will not be felt for many 
months. This program must be given time to mature and 
be fine-tuned. The content of the instruction will blend 
with the organizational changes that are occurring. In 
effect, the field organization must support the training 
program and the training must meet the needs of the 
park system. This mutual support will enable the Park 
Division to develop and continue this training program. 
Each of us can be a part of this program and see it as a 

i source of pride. 

EMPLOYEE POSITION DESCRIPTIONS AND 
NEW PERFORMANCE EVALUATIONS 

j 
it was brought to my attention during the last I Superintendent's Meeting that there were several 

Ranger and Superintendent positions that were working 
under very old job descriptions. It took several weeks 
and a great deal of work by Lisa Newman to get most of 
the "Position Descriptions" updated. 

This opportunity was used to complete the basic 
park level organization changes. For example, all Class II 
parks now have a Ranger II position as the second level 
position. 

Getting the Position Descriptions updated was 
important for two major reasons. First, employees need 
to know their responsibilities. We must continue to 
implement the separation of duties (primarily A & O and 
Maintenance) and employees must learn to perform 
their specific tasks. Secondly, a new employee's 
performance evaluation will soon be implemented. It will 
require that each position in a job class (i.e. all Ranger I's 
in the system) be evaluated on how well they perform 
similar tasks. No longer can a Ranger at one park do 
significantly different work than the same level Ranger at 
another park. They will be evaluated based upon the task 
listed on the Position Description. 

Superintendents must involve the Rangers in the 
administrative and operational activities or he will find 
that he can only evaluate one of the eight tasks listed on 
the evaluation. The District Superintendents worked 

together for three days preparing the standard 
evaluation and they did an excellent job. I do believe that 
you will like this type of evaluation when you become 
familiar with it. 

MANAGEMENT PLAN 

On March 19, 1987, the P.R.T. Commission 
adopted a proposal that is referred to as Policy 
Considerations and Management Objectives for the 
S.C. State Park System. This document also contains a 
history of the park system. A copy has been sent to each 
park and every employee should become familiar with its 
contents. 

This management plan provides us with an approach 
to meet both the short-term and long-term goals of the 
Park Division. 

To attain some of these goals, the Park Division will 
need assistance from other divisions, primarily the 
Planning & Engineering Division. However, most of the 
goals are within the reach of the Park Division. This plan 
is simple and clear. It can be reviewed at any time and our 
progress can be measured. 

Each item or goal can be reached if we make the 
necessary effort. Yet, all of them cannot be addressed at 
the same time. We are now working toward some of the 
goals which will be attained in a few months. Some of the 
goals will take many more months to reach. 

This plan was adopted by the Commission and it will 
guide the park system until superseded. Please 
familiarize yourself with the plan. It will help you 
understand priorities and the reasons behind many 
policies. 

1986-1987 YEARS OF CHANGE AND REVIEW 

The park system changed dramatically in 1986. 
These changes have allowed us to specialize our jobs and 
begin to improve. We will continue to make adjustments 
in 1987 and to review the previous changes. We need to 
look closely at park staffing, both at the A-I and A-II 
employee levels, as well as at the types of needed 
positions. 

This will be done in light of work loads and overall 
division priorities. 

We have a good start in developing park level visitor 
services, with seven parks having employees with 
primary functions of interpretation or visitor services. I 
hope that we can increase this number in 1987. We are 
getting excellent results with the park programs and 
resulting publicity. 

The maintenance program is having a very successful 
year. The park maintenance supervisors are beginning 
to understand their jobs and are accepting their 
responsibilities. This program is sound and the results 
are apparent. 

The Program Section has been working to support 
the field interpreter positions and also with certain 
Superintendents to develop park level visitor services 



TRAINING 

plans. Other parks will be included later this year. I feel 
that the Program Section's approach of developing park 
level plans (similar in concept to the maintenance 
program) will be a major step for the park system. 

The Training and Career Development Program is 
off to a great start. It will be flexible to meet changing 
needs and I am sure that this program will have a 
significant impact on the effectiveness of our park 
system in meeting the leisure needs of our visitors. 

There has been much positive activity throughout 
the System. We are facing new challenges with a great 
deal of hope and the assurance that we can reach higher 
goals. The Park Division has employees with the abilities 
to reach these goals, the only limiting factors being in 
providing the time and making the effort. These limiting 
factors can be overcome with efficient management, 
good communication throughout the Division, and a 
thorough understanding of the goals and approaches. 

I take a lot of pride in the Park System and view the 
future with optimism. I hope that you share this feeling 
and realize that you are part of a dynamic, continually 
improving organization . . . South Carolina State Parks! 

Charles Harrison 
Chief of Park Operations 

TRAINING AND CAREER DEVELOPMENT 
FOR THE STATE PARKS DIVISION 

The Division's Comprehensive Training Program is 
off to a successful start, and we believe that our efforts 
have laid the groundwork for continued progress in 
career development of our employees. 

This spring a large number of employees had the 
opportunity to participate in some area of recom
mended, centralized training. With the addition of so 
many new employees in the maintenance function, the 
focus of our centralized training has been on 
maintenance. The last major session this spring is 
scheduled to be completed May 22. By that time we will 
have completed a Maintenance Management Training 
Session for all maintenance supervisors and three Basic 
Park Technician Training Sessions for all of the park 
technicians. In addition, personnel other than main
tenance personnel have been participating in the 
Comprehensive Training Program. There also have 
been two sessions of Basic Ranger and Interpreter 
Training at the Sesqui Training Center. 

Other major undertakings this spring have been 
C.P.R. and First Aid Training and Certification. Ed 
Brown and the Division's C.P.R. and First Aid 
instructors have done a tremendous job in certifying 
more than 200 employees. These volunteer instructors 
are to be commended for the excellent job they have 
done. I have received several memos expressing 
appreciation for their special interest and efforts in 
making this training worthwhile. 

While these training sessions are being conducted 
in-house, a number of other types of training are taking 
place at outside locations. These include Wastewater 
Recertification, Pool and Spa Operators' Certification, 
public relations courses, and some interpretive courses. 

A record will be maintained of each employee's 
performance as he-she participates in the Compre
hensive Training Program. Certificates and other means 
of recognition will be presented as certain phases of the 
program are successfully completed. 

I would like to express my appreciation to all those 
people who have been involved with the training 
program. It has been evident to me and to other Central 
Office staff members involved that the majority of 
personnel attending these centralized training sessions 
at Sesqui come to learn. I sincerely appreciate their 
professionalism and their honest desire to do well. 

I also want to thank the District Superintendents for 
their support and cooperation in making the program 
successful. I would especially like to express my 
appreciation to George Gordon and his staff at Sesqui 
for their gracious hospitality and assistance at the Sesqui 
Training Center. 

As I mentioned earlier, our training program is off to 
an excellent start. This is evident not only from the exam 
scores and the post-training evaluation forms, but also 
(and most importantly) from the positive feedback we 
have received from Superintendents who have seen 
improvement in the skills and attitudes of their 
personnel. 

Formal training will slow down as park operations 
crank up for the summer, but we look forward to seeing 
some of you next fall when formal training sessions will 
begin again! 

Michael N. Hunt 
Training Coordinator 

The Training and Career Development Center at Sesqui-
centennial State Park. 3 



TRAINING AND CAREER DEVELOPMENT 

First Aid and CPR Instructors' 
Certification Class — February 5, 
1987. Front row, from left: Jeff 
Cucinella, Stephen Berry, Roy Atkin
son, Chris Hunter. Back row, from 
left: Sandy McKinney, Ricky Freeman, 
Mary Crockett, Mike Hoofman, and 
Phil Gaines. 

First Aid and CPR Instructors practice 
CPR techniques on "Resuscitation 
Annies" at the Columbia Red Cross 
Office. 

First Aid and CPR Instructors working 
on First Aid skills at Sesqui. 



Maintenance Management Training 
class on February 12, 1987. 

Judy Ripley, a private consultant, 
presents the "Fundamentals of Super
vision" to the class at Maintenance 
Management Training. 

Jim Work, Chief of Maintenance, 
discusses the "Work Project Proposal 
System"at the Maintenance Manage
ment Training Session 



DISTRICT NEWS (Cont'd.) 

Ranger/Interpreter Training Class on 
March 19, 1987. 

• "The History of the State Park 
System" being presented by Mike 
Foley, Chief Historian. 

Park Technician Training Class on 
April 3, 1987. 



Kurt Becht, Assistant Chief of Main
tenance, demonstrates how to trouble-
shoot an electrical pedestal. 

Ranger/Interpreter Training Class on 
April 18, 1987. 

Charles Harrison, Chief of Operations, 
explains the organizational structure 
of the Agency to the class. 



TRAINING AND CAREER DEVELOPMENT (Cont'd.) 

John Rogers, the Division's Curator, 
talks about the importance of good 
"Human Relations Skills." 

Final exam of Park Technician Class. 

Park Technician Training Class of 
May 1, 1987. 





SOUTH CAROLINA WELCOME CENTERS ... 
I 

An all-time record of more than 5.4 million visitors 
stopped at South Carolina's 10 state-operated welcome 
centers in 1986. 

The figures show a strong 4-percent increase over 
totals for the previous year. Traffic statistics maintained 
by the S.C. Department of Parks, Recreation and 
Tourism (PRT) show that 5,411,978 visitors utilized the 
travel promotion and information centers during the 12 
months of 1986, compared with 5,027,380 for 1985. 

Over the last 10 years, which saw the opening of two 
facilities, figures indicate that a total of 31,300,923 visitors 
stopped at the centers. This represents an annual 
growth of 12.6 percent and a 10-year growth of a 
staggering 315 percent! 

The travel promotion centers are operated and 
staffed by PRT and maintained by the S.C. Department 
of Highways and Public Transportation. Except for the 
1-95 center near Santee, the centers are at strategic entry 
points on the state's major highways. The centers' staffs 
are responsible for promoting South Carolina as a 
vacation destination and assisting travelers with S.C. 
routing information. 

"This significant increase is further proof of South 
Carolina's strong appeal and successful marketing 
programs," said Robert G. Liming, PRT's tourism 
director. "We are also extremely pleased at the way 
center personnel are selling the state, encouraging 
visitors to stay longer and visit more of the state, as well 
as selling future vacation trips." 

In addition, figures compiled by PRT show that a 
complimentary lodging reservation system at each 
center helped to generate an estimated $5.2 million in 
travel and tourism revenues for the Palmetto State. The 
system encourages travelers to make reservations to 
any hotel, motel, state park or campground in South 
Carolina at no cost to the traveler. 

Welcome Center personnel placed 60,137 calls last 
year, of which 49,314 were successful in securing 
accommodations for 111,282 travelers, many of whom 
stayed more than one night. 

PRT records show that visitation at two travel 
promotion centers in particular increased significantly 
during 1986. The Hardeeville center on 1-95 at the 
Georgia border posted a whopping 12-percent increase 
with 1,955,688 travelers. Visitation increased by 10 
percent at the Fort Mill center on 1-77 at the North 
Carolina border, which recorded 613,608 visitors. 

An analysis of the centers' lodging program shows 
that 11,967 reservations were made for the Charleston 
area, 9,578 in the Hilton Head-Beaufort-Jasper area, 
6,891 in the Orangeburg area, 6,395 in the Columbia-
Lexington areas, 5,358 in the Florence area and 4,789 in 
Myrtle Beach and along the Grand Strand. 

The figures also show that there were 4,512 
reservations made for Colleton County, 2,941 for the 
Greenville-Spartanburg areas, 1,137 for York County 
and 1,286 for Dillon County. The remainder of the 
reservations were made at accommodations in other 
areas of the state. 

Travel Coordinator Teresa Howell discusses South Carolina 
attractions with a visitor at the 1-77 Welcome Center near Fort 
Mill. 

Rosalie Dattero 
Manager, Travel Development Section 

Division of Tourism 



MORE THAN 5.4 MILLION VISITORS IN 1986! 

SOUTH CAROLINA WELCOME CENTER PROGRAM 
(Travel Development Section) 

Traffic Summary — Calendar Year 1986 

TOTAL VISITATION AT THE 10 S.C. WELCOME CENTER FACILITIES 5,411,978 TRAVELERS 
(14,909 PERSONS PER DAY 4% OVER 1985) 

Percentage of Average Persons 
Travelers System Volume Per Day 

U.S. 17 SC/NC Border 194,249 +5 4% 535 
1-85 SC/NC Border 426,833 +4% 8% 1,175 
1-26 SC/NC Border 415,533 NC 8% 1,144 
1-85 SC/GA Border 432,654 +3% 8% 1,191 
1-20 SC/GA Border 261,041 -3% 5% 719 
U.S. 301 SC/GA Border 102,834 +10% 2% 283 
1-95 SC/NC Border 687,612 -11% 13% 1,894 
1-95 Southbound at Santee 321,926 -5% 6% 887 
1-95 SC/GA Border 1,955,688 +12% 36% 5,388 
1-77 SC/NC Border 613,608 +10% 11% 1,690 

1-95 corridor percentage of total traffic = 56% 
1-85 corridor percentage of total traffic = 16% 

Since the first welcome center opened in February 1968, 44,503,420 travelers have visited the facilities. 



PALMETTO REGATTA 

* J 

SECOND PALMETTO REGATTA AT CHERAW 
A SUCCESS 

Power boat racers from Florida to Canada brought 
their hydroplanes and Jersey skiffs to the second 
Palmetto Regatta, held May 2-3 at Cheraw State Park's 
Lake Juniper. Some fifty-seven boats competed in the 
two-day event, which attracted about 4,000 spectators, 
according to Park Superintendent Larry Adair. 

Local civic clubs had concessions at the park, and 
hot air balloon rides were offered Sunday afternoon. The 
purse for the races totalled about $7,000, and trophies 
were awarded in all classes. "Power boat racing is a 
hobby with these folks, just as some people enjoy fishing 
or golf," said Adair. 

Plans are already being made for next year's Regatta, 
and all indications point to a bigger and better event, 
which has put Cheraw State Park and the town of 
Cheraw "on the map!" 

12 



DISTRICT NEWS 

Kecent months have brought much rain to the 
"Carolina Low Country!" Campgrounds, roads, and 
other park facilities have been drenched and at times 
flooded with the heavy rains and a high water table. A 
storm on New Years Day accompanied by extreme high 
tides eroded beaches and caused salt water flooding at the 
four beach parks. Huntington Beach and Edisto Beach 
received the worst salt water infiltration with camp
grounds, parking lots, and even park offices standing in 
NACL-H20. 

Despite weather conditions and after many hours 
spent making repairs to boardwalks, electrical wiring, 
rebuilding dunes, etc., I am proud to report that all parks 
are ready for the 1987 summer season. Many thanks to 
Mr. Sisk, Jim Work, Leonard Jones and others who sent 
help to repair the beaches. Special thanks to Bobby 
Altman, J.R. Altman, Oscar Kelly, James Summers and 
Lawrence Walters who spent many hours on the beach 
moving sand and pushing trees. 

Thanks to Mike Hunt and the new training programs, 
several district employees have benefitted from training 
this year. Mary Crockett and Chris Hunter are to be 
commended for their successful completion of the first 
aid and CPR instructor training. Both Mary and Chris 
have already led classes within the district. 

CHARLES TOWNE LANDING A1 Dann has 
worked closely with Frank Whiteside and the Animal 
Forest crew in completing many needed projects within 
the Animal Forest. A1 will be retiring from his position as 
Animal Curator in July. A1 has been at the Landing since 
the beginning and has been very instrumental and 
effective over the years in providing valuable leadership 
in the areas of park maintenance and operation. The 
entire staff joins me in wishing A1 and his wife many joys 
in the future. I'd also like to welcome Dan Tomberlin and 
family to CTL. Dan is the newest member of the 
Landing's supervisory staff and will be in charge of park 
interpretation and visitor services. 

Tom Perry and the maintenance crew have 
completed many projects including rebuilding the pool 
house, pruning the trees and gardens, and others. 
Welcome to Loren Ratford as Groundskeeper Super
visor. Loren has been instrumental in developing a 
Landscape Plan for the park. 
COLLETON Mary Crockett and Ranger Ricky 
Robertson have completed several landscape projects 
using cross ties and plants. New stall doors have been 
installed in the campground restrooms. Congratulations 
to Ricky and Rhonda on the birth of their son, Stephen 
Lee, who was born March 19th and weighed in at 9 lb. 10 
oz. 
EDISTO BEACH Ray Stevens and his crew have 
spent many hours cleaning up after the January 1 storm. 
They have also completed a new roof on the bathhouse, 
installed new shower fixtures in the campground, and 
built concrete sidewalks and ramps at several buildings. 
Don Holloway and Donald Schumpert are presently at 
work renovating the bathhouse into A-2 Barracks space. 
GIVHANS FERRY - Many improvements have been 
made at Givhans since the last writing. The concrete 
block stalls were completed and one-inch plywood doors 
have been added by the park crew. Moody Walters came 
up with some innovative ways to use crossties, resulting 
in attractive parking area borders and planting beds. 
Many improvements have taken place in and around the 
Superintendent's residence, thanks to Elaine Farr. 
Glenn has adjusted well to living in a clean house. 
HAMPTON PLANTATION - Robert Mitchell and 
helper Chuck Woodruff have spent many hours clearing 
and pouring the footing for the new Superintendent's 
residence. The septic tank and water line have already 
been run to the site. The weatherman did not cooperate 
with this year's "Spring at Hampton" event, as cool 
temperatures and brisk winds kept attendance down. 
Thanks to Janson Cox, Mac Copeland and Bobby 
Turner for loaning Bob some of their personnel to help 
with the event. 
HUNTING ISLAND - Boardwalks, Boardwalks, 
Boardwalks. The public loves them. They provide beach 
access and protect the fragile dunes. If only the ocean 
would leave them alone! Many man-hours have been 
spent again this year cutting back and rebuilding the 
park's boardwalks. The January storm cut deeply into 
Hunting Island's shoreline, felling trees and ripping the 
ends off most of the boardwalks. One major project that 
has been completed is the rebuilding of the fence at the 
lighthouse complex. The wood picket fence was 
constructed of treated lumber by the park crew. Ranger 
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Howell Martin is initiating several landscaping projects at 
the park. A rear deck has been added to the 
Superintendent's residence. 
HUNTINGTON BEACH - Huntington received the 
worst saltwater flooding on January 1. Can you believe 
water over knee deep in the main parking lot and park 
office! The maintenance crew, led by Tommy Raynor 
and Jim Webb, have completed floor and wall repairs to 
the trailer residence, begun renovations to the park 
office, and replaced many electrical boxes in the 
campground. Power domes and junction boxes in the 
campground had to be replaced because of the salt 
damage. The superintendent's residence has new wall 
paper in the bathrooms and linoleum in bathrooms and 
kitchen. The alligator observation platform has been 
moved since the entire causeway will be riprapped in the 
near future. 
MYRTLE BEACH - Bobby "The Kid" Altman spent 
two weeks after the storm rebuilding the dunes at Myrtle 
Beach, and did an excellent job. The park crew has 
completed the shop office, raised the drink storage and 
vending building by adding two courses of concrete 
block, and constructed an 8' x 35' storage room on the 
rear of the Trading Post. The new restroom parking 
areas and boardwalks are now complete and open to the 
public. Visitors are delighted with these improvements to 
the day use area. Thanks to Kurt Becht, the pool has 
been replastered by Carolina Pools. Rubber matting has 
been ordered to alleviate the slippery deck problems that 
existed last summer. 
OLD DORCHESTER - Thanks to Mr. Sisk and 
Leonard Jones for their help in getting the park a new 
mower. Charles and Ken have added a bathroom to the 
park shop and added pegboard for better storage. 
Charles and Mike Foley are making arrangements to 
have the old church tower de-weeded and pointed. 
RIVERS BRIDGE - Jerry Price and crew have 
completed the new office room located within the 
bathhouse. The room is complete with Celotex, carpet, 
paneling, and a large plate glass window for viewing the 
park. Screen panels on the bathhouse have been 
replaced with storm windows. Both dressing rooms in 
the bathhouse have been panelled, which has really 
improved the appearance and made the building much 
easier to paint. 

Larry Duncan 
District I Superintendent 

CHARLES TOWNE LANDING 

The spring season has proven to be a welcome burst 
of "busy" after the sometime seemingly endless winter 
doldrums. With the return of the warmer weather and 
the blooming of the gardens comes the onslaught of 
school buses. It's not unusual these days for all four 
incoming telephone lines to be tied up with school 
teachers and administrators making field trip arrange
ments for the few remaining weeks before the beginning 
of summer. How does one cope with the incredibly busy 
booking effort? Ethel Thompson, our group coordinator, 
cheerfully responds, "No problem!" 

To recap briefly, the Fourth Annual Founders' 
Festival in April proved to be a huge success with 
weekend crowds in excess of 6,000 people. The Annual 
Elks Charities Run sponsored by Charleston Elks Lodge 
242 took place in late April and drew a mass of dedicated 
lowcountry runners. Following in quick succession were 
the Classic Ford Club's "All Ford Weekend", the 
Charleston Symphony's Starlight Pops Concert and the 
17th Annual Greek Spring Festival. 

Dining At Charles Towne, introduced last year, 
quickly became one of our most popular programs. The 
opportunity to prepare a typical colonial feast using the 
outdoor oven, open hearth and outdoor rotisserie is now 
being offered on a smaller scale to interested school 
groups in addition to its regular adult evening 
"performances." 

Facility use seems to be off to a roaring start with 
many facilities having already been booked through the 
coming Christmas season. In addition, some of our 
larger company picnics are returning after one or more 
years' absence. 

In the way of personnel, another sure sign that the 
busy season is upon us is the number of new A-2 
employees. The only thing more difficult than trying to 
remember their names is trying to accomplish all the 
necessary training. Along the lines of "old timers", we will 
be bidding a fond farewell to A1 Dann very shortly. A1 has 
been with CTL since before its opening in 1970. 
Recently, we said a difficult "See you later" to Park 
Ranger I Becky Coffey who left us to take a Ranger II 
position with Lake Hartwell State Park. During a 
recent morning break conversation turned to the 
concern for whether Becky was eating properly on her 
new job. Many of us remember her daily 9:00 a.m. 
"hotdog break!" Another recent loss for us was the 
all-too-quick departure of Grounds Supervisor Loren 
Radford. In the few short months Loren was with us, his 
time and seemingly endless energy left a marked 
improvement on the park grounds and gardens. We wish 
him well in his new position in Beaufort. We wish them 
all, Al, Becky, and Loren success and happiness in their 
new endeavors. 

Thinking about all of the changes that our system has 
undergone in the past year, we should perhaps follow the 
trend of larger companies and corporations and refer to 
our employees collectively as "Human Resources". We 
are, of course, all human and in recent times we have 
certainly had to learn the limits of our own personal 
resources. Come to think of it, it still proves to be a 
rewarding and enjoyable exercise. Here's to a truly 
resourceful season. 

Robert M. Badger 
Public Information Specialist 



EDISTO BEACH GIVHANS FERRY 

Hello from Edisto! 
We have had some changes at Edisto since the last 

issue of "Park Lites," so let me tell you about some of 
them. 

We have a new Ranger I. His name is Joe Hardy and 
he comes to us from Oconee, where he was a Park 
Technician. Welcome to Edisto Beach, Joe! 

Unlike many of you, the storm on New Year's Day 
left us in a big mess and took five campsites. Thanks to J. 
R. Altman and Lawrence Walters, we've got the beach 
out of the campground and back where it belongs. 

Thanks to Don Holloway and Donald Schumpert for 
the work they did in renovating a part of the bathhouse 
into a personnel barracks. 

The camping reservations are going smoothly so far. 
Tune in to the next "Park Lites" to see how it goes in the 
peak season. We have more than 150 reservations to 
date, and with all the increased phone calls and Easter 
coming up, it will be interesting to see how things 
progress. 

The park shop has had some improvements. We've 
remodeled a supply room into an office for the 
maintenance supervisor. 

We have put new chests of drawers, coat racks, 
curtains and mini-blinds in our cabins. All these things 
have improved the cabin appearance and guests have 
expressed their approval. 

A bank is being built two miles from the park right 
across from the new hardware and lumber store. 

Across from the park entrance they are starting to 
build a hamburger drive-in restaurant. Opening soon is a 
new restaurant three miles back up the highway. 

Every week we wait to see what new project is 
coming next! 

We've been on the forty-hour work week for ll/2 years 
now and for the last six months I have tried to train, 
educate and organize the staff so that each employee 
knows what his job is and how to carry it out. It's great to 
have a maintenance staff and a ranger staff to do their 
specific jobs. Hopefully, the next year and a half should 
prove to be even better than the past. I've been proud to 
be a part of the system the last ten years and look 
forward even more to the future. 

I know I don't always tell my staff as often as I should, 
but I do appreciate the work you do and I want you to 
keep improving the quality of the park. Be proud of the 
work you are doing, because I am! 

A big thanks to my boss, Mr. Duncan. I really enjoy 
working for him and appreciate all he has done for me. 
Thanks! 

From all of us at Edisto, we hope you have a safe and 
successful summer. 

Ray T. Stevens 
Superintendent 

Spring is busting out all over here on the Edisto River 
and the fragrance of wild flowers is everywhere. We had 
a mild winter, however rainfall was far above normal. The 
heavy rains were welcome after last year's drought. The 
Edisto River looked more like a big creek than a river and 
fishing was very poor. 

The park crew has worked hard this winter and we 
have completed 30 of our 34 projects. I would like to 
thank Ranger Moody Walters and his wife Bonnie, Park 
Technician Donnie Creel and my wife Elaine for their 
hard work. 

We have had campers this year from many foreign 
countries. One family from West Germany liked South 
Carolina so much that they stayed two weeks at Givhans 
Ferry! 

Landscaping has been one of our largest projects as 
crossties and shrubbery have dramatically improved the 
appearance of the park entrance and the area in front of 
the recreation building. 

Since the last "Park Lites" Moody and Bonnie got a 
new granddaughter, Donnie got a new car and and I got a 
new wife, (Faye Elaine). The "Park Family" at Givhans 
Ferry State Park is very happy! 

I would like to thank Dist. Supt. Larry Duncan and 
the Columbia office staff for the help that made this a 
successful winter season. 

The river is high now and we are looking forward to 
some good fishing. I know that fishing and camping will 
be more fun now that I have a new partner. Donnie is 
going to "Ride" and Moody and Bonnie are going to 
"Baby Sit" every chance they get. You all come and God 
Bless. 

Glenn Farr 
Superintendent 

HUNTING ISLAND 

Spring most assuredly has arrived with a grand 
entrance at Hunting Island! If any of you haven't received 
your share of spring rain, you are more than welcome to 
some of ours! 

Besides the rain, we are welcoming many positive 
signs of spring. The buds and blooms are popping out all 
around us. The cabins are full most of the time now, the 
backside of the campground has been opened to take 
care of the larger weekend crowds, and the day-use 
areas are also beginning to get busy. 

Spring programs are well underway. The first special 
event was "Youth Day" on March 14th, as a group of 
some 40 children and parents enjoyed a beautiful spring 
day on the park. On-going programs, school programs, 
and civic clubs are keeping me pretty busy these days. 

Several of us from the operations, maintenance, and 
visitor services sections have attended one or more of 
the training sessions in the past few weeks. These 
sessions have been very informative and will help us all 
adjust to the recent changes and improvements in our 
system. 

All of us here on Hunting Island have been busy 
keeping ahead of the rain and up on all our various 
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projects. All of the major concurrent and winter work 
projects have been completed. The most noticeable of 
these are the new fence around the Lighthouse Complex 
and the repairs to the boardwalks on the beach. 

The high tides in December and January, along with 
an excessive amount of rain, have been the major 
concern and topic of conversation on the island. The 
Coastal Council granted us a 15-day permit to renourish 
parts of our beach. We may be allowed to do more 
re-nourishment in the near future. 

The staff at Hunting Island wishes you all a happy 
spring and a prosperous summer!!!! 

Rena Riddle 
P.M.A. 

HUNTINGTON BEACH 

Well , like it or not, it's that time of year again! We 
are gearing up for the busy season, which for us has 
already started here at Huntington Beach State Park. 

The season officially kicked off with Canadian-
American Days, which was from March 14-22. Here at 
Huntington we offered several special events to welcome 
our Canadian guests. The highlight was on Wednesday 
the 18th, which was free Canadian camping night. We 
also had a Candlelight Atalaya tour and Storytelling 
Hour by Julie in the Courtyard. It was truly a sight to see 
the Castle all "bright and glowing" for one of the biggest 
turnouts ever for an Atalaya tour. There were 
approximately 200 people in attendance for the tour and 
we had 33 Canadians who stayed for the "free night", 
which is also more than we've had in the past. The next 
day Julie had several walks with good turnouts for each 
one. 

We have had quite a bit of rain since January 1 and we 
are still experiencing some after effects. Recently, 
electrical problems in the campgrounds have kept our 
maintenance crew extremely busy. I would like to take 
this opportunity to commend three of our park staff on a 
JOB WELL DONE on New Years Day. Because of 
unseasonal high tides, Huntington Beach State Park was 
covered in approximately 2 feet of water, which 
extended into our main parking lot and the campground. 
However, due to the quick thinking and "top priority" 
placement of our camping visitors by our Superintendent 
Mac Copeland, Ranger II Mike Caulder and Grounds-
keeper Supervisor James Webb, the campers were lead 
to safety and then the park was properly secured. We 
lost the boardwalk, which we hope will be replaced in the 
near future. 

A lot of our time has been spent on cleanup duties, 
but, thanks to Tommy and the guys, we are well on the 
way to being ready for the summer season. Upcoming 
events here at Huntington include the Shorebirding 
Seminar in May, for which we are anticipating a good 
turnout. 

Tricia Kirton 
Secretary 

The remains of the Huntington Beach boardwalk after a recent 
storm. 

MYRTLE BEACH 

Starting in September of 1986, I began doing 
programs "off season" for Myrtle Beach State Park. The 
response was slow at first, but things had improved so 
much by January of 1987, I was turning people away. 
Myrtle Beach in the past hasn't had very much to offer its 
locals or visitors in the way of recreational and nature 
activities. The only sources of such programs were 
Brookgreen Gardens in Murrell's Inlet and Bellifield 
Nature Center in Georgetown, and both of these 
facilities stay overbooked with registration for programs. 
The need for additional programs and activities in Myrtle 
Beach was a reality. 

One of the programs that was offered in January and 
February was a Senior Citizens Craft Series. The 
program was conducted every Tuesday at 10:00 A.M., and 
the response was great! I could only take 20 people per 
class because of limited space in the nature center, but I 
turned down at least four times that many for each class. 
Many senior citizens retiring in this area are looking for 
classes or activities that are educational. Other 
programs that have had good response are shellfishing 
workshops, beach walks, and shelling. 

Other people beginning to use my services are public 
and private schools, civic groups and organizations, 
clubs, and church groups. The types of programs being 
offered that are most popular are beach walks, nature 
crafts, nature hikes, slide presentations, snake programs 
and one program I call the "Catch-All". It involves a 
discussion on a wide variety of things from the woods to 
the ocean. I have also had several interviews with 
newspapers, magazines, radio and TV. 

I think that nature-oriented programs and activities 
on the park will become even more popular at Myrtle 
Beach in the future. I'm certainly glad that State Parks 
are trying to fill this void, for it's a reflection on us that will 
only enhance our good image with the public. 

Judy White 
Interpreter 



Crossties used for attractive land
scaping at Givhans Ferry State Park. 

Barred owl at Colleton State Park; 
photo taken by Superintendent Mary 
Crockett. 

Marsh interpretation during docent 
(volunteer) training at Hunting Island 
State Park. Kneeling is Dr. Ed Cain, 
professor at USC-Beaufort. 
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Docent (volunteer) training at Hunting 
Island State Park. In center are ETV's 
Ruc/y Mancke and Hunting Island 
PMA Rena Riddle. 

The ocean came close to this 
Huntington Beach State Park rest-
room during a recent storm! 

The truck shows where the sand 
dunes used to be prior to the recent 
storm at Huntington Beach State 
Park! 



The shelter at Hampton Plantation 
State Park uiith the river at flood 
stage. 

Bonnie Walters and Donnie Creel 
spreading mulch around new tree 
plantings at Givhans Ferry State 
Park. 
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My appreciation for our state parks, our state, and 
our country has been renewed. I just returned from a 
mission trip to Barreiras (B-Hay-us), Bahia, (By ee ah) 
Brazil. Eight men and two women traveled to this interior 
town to work on and expand a children's home. We built 
a 4,000 gallon water tank (cistern) and started an 
addition to the home that will enable sixty more children 
to live there. I came back home with an appreciation for 
the many things we all take for granted. I am thankful for 
our pollution laws, our school systems, our traffic laws, 
our beautiful countrysides, and our parks. I saw how 
fragile this land is and what can happen if it is not 
protected and preserved. I saw how unclean rivers of 
water affect the lives of those living near it. Life in the 
interior is primitive, and construction methods are 20-30 
years behind our country. The work was hard, the 
weather hot, and the lifestyle different, but the 
unconditional love of the Brazilians to us will not be 
forgotten in my lifetime. 

I will no longer take clean rivers and lakes, beautiful 
landscapes, or law and order for granted. I am proud of 
our state parks and am thankful for the opportunity to 
tell the people of Brazil about them. They asked many 
questions about my work and our parks. All people have 
the need for recreation and we have some of the finest 
opportunities in the world. 

As a result of traveling in a non-English speaking 
country, I am more acutely aware of the struggles that 
foreigners have in our parks. Any bit of help we can give 
them will be greatly appreciated. 

1 am overwhelmed with the amount of good press 
coverage our parks are receiving lately. The visitor 
service expansion is attracting much attention. People 
are becoming excited about our park resources and 
opportunities. 

I congratulate those District II employees receiving 
promotions and welcome those just entering the District. 
Our job is an important one. Our responsibilities are 
intense; the preservation of resources and the recreation 
of our people. 

Van Stickles 
District II Superintendent 

SANTEE 

With the arrival of the spring and summer seasons, 
Santee State Park receives its annual influx of visitors 
who are interested in a variety of activities and hobbies. 
As on most state parks adjacent to a lake, most of our 
park guests are avid fishermen who await each spring 
season when the crappie begin to move and go to their 
spawning beds. For this reason, Santee State Park 
experiences one of its busiest times of the year from 
mid-March to the end of April when the campgrounds 
and rondettes reach peak occupancy. 

There are a number of new and exciting projects 
going on at the park. The grill is being renovated and it is 
our plans to make this facility a full-service restaurant 
that will attract visitors to the park for good food and 
service. We are extremely excited about this renovation 
and the challenge ahead of us. The Tackle Shop/Trading 
Post has also been the site for some recent changes. New 
display racks have been built; a new line of merchandise 
that includes straw baskets from the hills of Georgia have 
been selling extremely good; and our new Business 
Manager, Laney Furr has made numerous improvements 
to the operation. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to pass along 
a word of thanks and gratitude to all the employees at 
Santee State Park. Your good working attitudes and 
desire to do a top-notch job have certainly been 
appreciated. A special thanks goes out to Assistant 
Superintendents Roger Ardis and Rick Smith, who have 
taken on added responsibilities and done a superb job. 

Mike Davidson 
Superintendent 

LYNCHES RIVER 

Greetings from Lynches River State Park. It is 
about time for us to start getting busy down here. We are 
preparing for the up-coming season by repairing the pool 
decking, putting up new wind screens around the pool, 
and painting the shower rooms with epoxy paint. It won't 
be too long before we hear the gleeful shouts of little 
children in the pool and the lifeguards yelling, "No 
Running!". 

We would like to welcome Harold Pate and his family, 
wife Cindy and children Brian and Crystal, back to 
Lynches River. Ranger Pate was here five years before 
transferring to Lake Wateree State Park. He brings with 
him much knowledge of the pool and park and should be 
a valuable asset to us. 

It will not be long before there will be another addition 
to the park family. My wife, Becky, is expecting in May. 
This will be our first child and we are eagerly awaiting the 
day of its birth. 

We all hope that everyone has a good summer 
season, with attendance and revenue increasing and 
problems decreasing. 

Stephen Berry 
Superintendent 



WOODS BAY 

Hello from the Big Swamp. I hope everyone had a 
good Christmas and winter. Spring has sprung here. The 
birds are birding, and the squirrels are squirreling. The 
two-legged animal known as man is also coming out. 
Sometime I don't know which is more fun watching the 
animals or watching the people watching the animals! 

So far we are having a very good year. After giving 
several programs and having articles in the papers, it has 
really helped. 

We have developed two slide programs and are 
working on another. We are also working on different 
programs here at the park. We are planning a natural 
history seminar in July, plus weekend programs. Our 
annual Wildflower Weekend Walk, like last year was a 
great success. 

Our programs are being developed with the help of 
Stan Hutto, who has been hired here as park interpreter. 
This is a new position with the state parks. Stan comes 
from Lexington and graduated from the University of 
South Carolina. He is already doing a good job setting up 
programs, writing newspaper articles and making an 
inventory of park plants. We welcome Stan and hope he 
has a long career with P.R.T. 

I also want to congratulate John Lawrence, who was 
promoted and transferred to Barnwell. John will really be 
missed, and I know he will continue doing a fine job for 
the parks. 

I hope that all of you have a good and safe summer. 
May God watch over you. 

Come see us. 

Dennis Hart 
Superintendent 

POINSETT 

What' s happening at Poinsett? 
Well, the winter work projects are coming along fine. 

The park maintenance crew has been busy re-roofing the 
bathhouse, painting the shop and picnic shelters, putting 
new doors on the rental cabins, and completing several 
other projects. 

The park naturalist, with help from the park staff, has 
assembled and installed ten wood duck boxes on the 
park lake. The boxes should help enhance the nature 
trail and increase the existing wood duck population at 
the park. 

We are now in the process of getting the park ready 
for a big summer season. Come see us! 

Jim Graham 
Ranger I 

LITTLE PEE DEE 

T his has been a busy winter and it is nice to see 
spring return. We have stayed busy with our concurrent 
and winter work projects. Along with the usual painting 
and roofing projects, we have landscaped several areas 
of the park. This has tremendously improved the 
appearance of these areas. Thanks to Kings Mountain 
for the shrubbery. 

Business so far this spring has shown an increase 
over last year. Hopefully the weather will continue to be 
nice and this increase will continue. I hope everyone has 
a good, safe and problem-free summer. 

Mike Spivey 
Superintendent 

N. R. GOODALE 

The dogwoods are blooming here at Goodale and 
the growing season is growing! The grass is growing so 
fast we are having to cut around the golfers! 

Our Lake Management Program has us all excited 
with thoughts of "GOOD FISHING". Thanks to Mark 
Dutton for all his work on this project. 

Winter was a good one for Goodale. We completed 
several projects and even had time for a vacation or two. 

With winter over we are looking to summer and its 
many surprises. If you're ever in Camden, STOP IN! 

Al Priester 
Superintendent 

REDCLIFFE 

Many projects have been completed this winter, 
including major repairs to the ceiling in the dining room 
and a new finish on the floors in the mansion. 

At this time we are preparing for the busiest year that 
we have seen since Redcliffe became a park. 

Already this year we have seen record numbers of 
tours on weekends and we are booked solid through the 
end of June on weekends for weddings. 

On April 25, the Beech Island Historical Society held 
its Heritage Days Festival here. About four thousand 
people attended this festival to see early American arts 
and crafts. 

The year 1987 has already proven itself to be a 
challenging and rewarding one for us and I hope this 
trend will continue in the future. 

Gene Cobb 
Superintendent 

CHERAW 

Well, here we are at Cheraw State Park, where 
hammers are banging, fish are biting and Larry is square 
dancing. Yes, we had trouble getting Larry off the dance 
floor during the Sandhills Hoedown! 

Ongoing maintenance projects include widening the 
boat landing road, clearing out stumps for the Palmetto 
Regatta and building a judges' stand for the Regatta. 

Programming is new to Cheraw as of January. With 
tremendous support from the Columbia office and the 
town, several programs have already occurred at the 
park — Natural History Seminar, (Rudy Manke), 
Sandhills Hoedown, Nature Niche (children's program), 
Spring Wildflower Hike and a fishing tournament. We 
are looking forward to the opening of the Nature Center 
May 2. 

Ya'll come see us now!! 

Kim Garrett 
Naturalist 
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Renovations in progress at the Santee 
State Park restaurant, which is being 
enlarged to provide additional seating. 

Camping at Givhans Ferry State Park 
is a popular activity. 

The Nature Center at Cheraw State 
Park. Originally built for that purpose, 
it was later used as a concession 
stand. With the concession stand now 
relocated to the bathhouse, this 
building is again serving its original 
purpose. 



Cecil Pruette, Ranger at Cheraw State Park, holds the trophy 
he won by being selected the Outstanding Army National 
Guardsman for 1986 in the E-6 through E-9 category. Pruette, 
who serves in the Rock Hill unit, was given a perfect rating in 10 
categories by his commander. "It is indeed an honor to be 
designated as the Outstanding Guardsman out of approx
imately 13,000 Army Guardsmen in South Carolina, and you 
have every right to be proud of this achievement," wrote Major 
General T. Eston Marchant, Adjutant General, SCARNG. 

Kim Garrett, Interpreter at Cheraw State Park. Kim, a native of 
Ohio, attended Miami University (Ohio) where she received a 
B.S. degree in Zoology. She served her internship at the 
Cincinnati Zoo and worked as a seasonal naturalist for the 
Ohio state park system, where she operated a nature center. 

A Birding Session led by Irvin Pitts 
during the recent Natural History 
Seminar held at Cheraw State Park. 
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Woods Bay Superintendent Dennis 
Hart (left) with new Park Interpreter, 
Stan Hutto. Hutto, a native of 
Lexington, attended USC, where he 
graduated with a B.S. degree in 
Biology. Stan was a Herbarian 
Assistant with the University's Biology 
Department and performed field 
botany work for the Heritage Trust 
Program prior to his employment with 
the South Carolina state park system. 

Woods Bay Naturalist Stan Hutto 
leads a group of Turbeville High 
School students on a nature/history 
walk. 

24 

Nature walk led by Rudy Mancke, 
Director of Science & Nature Pro
gramming at SCETV. Watch "Nature-
scene" on your local ETV channel! 
Can you spot Givhans Ferry Superin
tendent Glenn Farr and (to his right), 
his wife Elaine? 



This past quarter has been a busy one for District III 
with sleet, snow and just some downright bad weather! 
The 9-12 inches of snow that we received in late February 
was wet, which resulted in extensive tree damage on 
several parks. Before Caesars Head got cleaned up from 
this particular snow storm they were hit with an ice 
storm. The damage from this storm was so severe that 
men from other parks had to be brought in just to clear 
trails. 

The bottom of Jones Gap is being readied for some 
construction work in the near future that should result in 
two (2) residences, a shop, primitive camping and 
parking areas. This area should prove to be very popular 
with hiking enthusiasts as well as those that just want to 
picnic along the river. 

Around mid-March a cabin at Table Rock had the 
interior badly damaged from a fire that started (we think) 
from a faulty bathroom heater. The resulting damage 
caused the roof and entire bathroom to be replaced, 
three rooms to be panelled, new ceilings installed in these 
same rooms, and the cabin to be completely rewired. In 
addition, the entire cabin had to be cleaned and the floors 
had to be re-varnished. Several parks were called upon 
once again to temporarily transfer some personnel to 
help. These people, along with some of the park crew 
and the maintenance crews, completed the majority of 
work in one week. Mr. Sisk came up from Columbia to 
lend a helping hand, which was appreciated by all. 

Most of the parks in District III have completed the 
majority of their winter work projects and are moving on 
to beautification and erosion control projects. I'm proud 
of each park in the district and really appreciate each and 
every employee! I would like to thank all of the fine 
employees that pulled temporary duty at Caesars Head, 
Jones Gap and Table Rock this winter and spring. I can't 
remember a single employee that complained about 
working on another park. This is just one example of the 
fine men and women employed in our State Parks system! 

I don't want to forget to thank the parks that are 
having special events on their parks, and the 
improvement seen in park bulletin boards. Many positive 
comments have been made about each. Until next 
time... 

Horace Craig 
District III Superintendent 

CAESARS HEAD 

Hello from Caesars Head! Although this winter has 
not been as cold, we had our share of snow. Business has 
been slow but has really started to pick up since the 
weather has turned warmer. 

The purchases of two more houses will be used as 
residences for Jeff Cucinella and Irvin Pitts, and this has 
them really excited. Irvin, who lives at Pleasant Ridge, 
will not have to travel up the mountain every morning, 
and Jeff will get to move out of the apartment in the back 
of the store. Special thanks goes to Don Holloway and 
Donald Schumpert for the work they did in rewiring both 
houses. Thanks also to Mr. Sisk and Mr. Craig for their 
help in securing the two residences. Thanks also goes to 
Superintendents and Rangers of District III that have 
helped the staff at Caesars Head with the search and 
successful rescue of Michael Crowe, the cleanup of the 
park trails after the severe ice storm and the face lift of 
the Jones Gap area of the park. Special thanks goes to 
Mr. Craig, who lined up the help and also assisted with 
much of the work. It was good to see what we can 
accomplish by working together. 

I also would like to thank my staff at Caesars Head for 
working with me through the busy months. Everyone 
has worked hard and things are shaping up for the 
summer tourists. 

Please stop by and say "Hello" if you are in the area; 
we'd love to see you. I hope everyone will have a good 
summer at every park. 

Todd Rexrode 
Superintendent 

CROFT STATE PARK 

Spring has finally arrived in Spartanburg County! 
After the rough winter we suffered here, the flowers and 
warm temperatures have really been appreciated. Croft 
took quite a beating during the January snow. We lost 
approximately seven hundred pine trees with that storm 
and it took a solid week of chain sawing just to clear the 
park road from the entrance gate to the fishing lake. It 
was good to see Old Man Winter pack up and leave! 

We have had a very busy winter and I would like to 
thank Charles Strickland, our Grounds Maintenance 
Supervisor, and his crew for the work they have done 
completing winter work projects and doing some fine 
landscaping on the park. Keep up the good work, 
Charles! 

The beginning of Spring brings weekend fishermen 
lining up at the gate before dawn! Their efforts have been 
well rewarded for the past couple of weeks. Several large 
bass have been caught and many anglers are catching 
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their limit of bass and crappie. The sterile grass carp put 
in by Mark Dutton last year are doing a great job of 
keeping the lake vegetation problem controlled. 

The Spartanburg Horsemen's Association has 
resumed its monthly show schedule after the winter 
break. The past two shows have drawn large crowds. 
With avid fishermen, campers, horse enthusiasts, hikers 
and picnickers we have enjoyed a "parkfull" for the past 
few weekends. We anticipate a record breaking summer 
here at Croft. 

The swimming pool chlorination system was changed 
from gas to stick chlorine last month. We are all anxious 
to see how the new system performs this summer. 

I would like to welcome our new park family, Ranger 
Sandra McKenzie and husband, Mike, to Croft. Sandra 
hails from West Virginia and Mike is a native of Honea 
Path, South Carolina. Mike is studying to be a 
taxidermist. We have enjoyed getting to know them and 
wish them both the best in their careers! Also, "hello" to 
everyone in the park system from Superintendent Ray 
Hayes and family. Ray and Helen welcomed a beautiful 
new granddaughter, Stephanie, to their family last fall. 
Congratulations! 

It's hard to believe that it has been almost a year and a 
half since we moved to Croft from Cheraw! Susan, 
Jennifer and I really enjoy Spartanburg County. We 
think Croft is a great place to live and invite you to stop 
by and say "hi" if you're ever in our neck of the woods. 
Hope your summer is the best!! 

Keith Windham 
Ranger III 

PARIS MOUNTAIN 

As the arrival of spring approaches, there are many 
things being considered by the park staff. Will we find the 
time to complete our last few projects before the crowds 
come? Is there anything we have overlooked? Are we 
prepared for the large crowds that will be coming out to 
enjoy the bountiful greenery of spring? These are just a 
few of the thoughts that cross our minds this time of year. 
I'm sure that all park employees have considered these 
same things. 

Looking back over the winter of 86-87 I can see the 
progress we have made at Paris Mountain. Many major 
planned projects have been completed and several 
unplanned ones finished also. Groundskeeper Ray 
Rhoden and I have been busy working on next year's 
project list, and it looks as though next year will be busier 
than this one. 

Many civic groups in the Greenville area have 
requested presentations on South Carolina State Parks. 
The word is quickly getting around that we now offer this 
type service. I have been surprised at how many people 
in our area don't know that Paris Mountain exists! 
Hopefully, these presentations will help visitation to be 
better than ever in 87. 

Pete Davis 
Superintendent 

LAKE HARTWELL 

With spring here and summer just around the 
corner we are expecting big things here at Lake Hartwell. 
By the time this is read we will be one year old (4/3/87). It 
has really been a fast year! The Trading Post and 
campground opened with a minimum of problems, and it 
really has felt good to have the public to deal with again. 

I am very fortunate to have the crew that I have. Each 
has taken on new responsibilities and has been enthused 
about seeing the park grow. What started off as a p-nut 
boil last 4th of July has blossomed into ongoing programs 
and events for the upcoming year, as well as new ideas 
that will probably carry over for the next two years. As 
much as I would like to take the credit for these ideas and 
how well things look, I can't. I want to say "Thank You" 
to Billie, Jody, Mark, Tammy, Freddie, Gerald, Barb, 
and Judy for a great first year. 

As mentioned above, programs and events have 
begun to take a front row seat here. Some things coming 
up are: Memorial Day Celebration, Foothills Liberty 
Weekend, and the Grand Finale of the summer on Labor 
Day. 

At this point I would like to say Thanks to Dan Turpin 
and his staff who have really given us a lot of support in 
more ways than I've got space to write. I know they have 
been really busy with other parks who are trying to 
implement programs, and yet, they always seem to find 
time to help and seem to always have a great attitude. 

Since it has been a while since I wrote for "Park Lites" 
I could go on and on about the changes that have taken 
place and those that are expected, but I won't. If you get 
the chance, come and see for yourself! 

Andy Davis 
Superintendent 

KEOWEE-TOXAWAY 

It is indeed that time of year again when our thoughts 
turn more to outdoor activities. Park visitation is picking 
up steadily as temperatures warm up. This is my favorite 
time of the year as it is not too hot or too cold, and the 
change is always welcome after the winter and seems to 
lift our spirits. We hope to have a good spring and 
summer, and have a couple of programs coming up in 
May. The day hike is being organized by Irvine Pitts at 
Caesars Head. We appreciate all his work and hope his 
hike goes well. The other program, the woodcarvers' 
show and beginners' workshop, is being coordinated by 
the park crew here. To my knowledge it is the first show 
of its kind to be held in the park system. The show is 
limited to woodcarvers only. We have several carvers 
signed up so far and I think it will be a very interesting 
show. It is scheduled for May 23 from 9:00 AM to 5:00 
PM. Please stop in if you can say hello. 

We here at Keowee-Toxaway wish everyone a good 
spring and summer. 

Donald Ferguson 
Superintendent 



PLEASANT RIDGE 

With summer just around the corner, everyone is 
busy trying to get their parks ready. I know that we are! 

Some of the projects we will have completed by the 
summer season include a newly-cleared hiking trail, 
landscaping and grass seeding to present more attractive 
scenery, and the renovation of picnic shelter restrooms. 

The last two years I have been at Pleasant Ridge, I 
have noticed a significant increase of people returning. 
Our cabin and shelter reservations are being filled earlier 
and earlier every year, and our campground is also 
seeing more people every year. 

I would like to wish all of our park family a very safe 
and enjoyable summer from all of us at Pleasant Ridge. If 
you are in the area, we would appreciate hearing from 
you. 

Brian D. Norris 
Ranger II 

TABLE ROCK 

Spring started with a lot of excitement here at Table 
Rock State Park! Late Saturday night, March 21, a 
woman with a broken ankle had to be carried from the 
Table Rock Trail. Early Sunday morning, March 22, 
Cabin #5 caught on fire. Thanks to park personnel and 
the Pumpkintown Volunteer Fire Department, the cabin 
was saved. Most of the damage was done to the roof and 
the bathroom. Early Monday morning, March 23, crews 
were already working on the cabin. The cabin was 
repaired and as good as new in no time at all. 

The park is busy with visitors ready to be out in the 
sunshine and warm weather, especially on weekends. 
Our cabins are booked on weekends and most weeks 
are full during the summer months. With the arrival of 
warmer weather, campers are dragging out their tents 
and RVs to come camping in our campground. 

The maintenance workers are still busy with winter 
work projects, and are hoping to get all of them finished 
before summer. One of our Park Technicians, Randall 
Lynch, was married on January 17, 1987. We wish 
Randall and his new wife, Sandra, all the best. 

While the lake was lowered for the re-sanding of the 
beach, one of the biggest fish ever caught at Table Rock, 
about 10 lbs. and 25" long, was caught from the boat 
dock. We also had several people with metal detectors 
combing the beach. They found several coins but 
nothing of much value. 

The Table Rock Lodge Restaurant has a new 
manager, Holly Wise, and Assistant Manager, Sherry 
Lesley. They are doing a great job! The restaurant is 
especially busy on weekends, with people waiting in line 
for tables. 

All of us at Table Rock are expecting a busy summer. 
We hope everyone has a GREAT summer with lots of 
hot, sunny days to keep the cash registers ringing! 

Lisa McJunkin 
Secretary 

vju.', ;,rmhm 

What a perfect spot for a vacation or a weekend getaway! One 
of the lakefront cabins at Oconee State Park. 

Camping at South Carolina state parks continues to be a 
popular activity as shown here at Oconee State Park. 

"N 'V ' 
-.-V 



DISTRICT NEWS (Cont'd.) 

One of the newly-acquired residences 
at Caesars Head State Park. Superin
tendent Todd Rexrode lives here. 

Wood ducks in "close formation" on 
the park lake at Oconee. 

Rest station at Oconee. Recent 
renovations include the addition of 
skylights and a new roof, with metal 
doors to follow . . . 



Information received by me concerning the deadline 
for this issue of "Park Lites" stated that spring has 
officially arrived. Well, someone forgot to tell mother 
nature! As this is being written, several hundred people 
are around me enduring temperatures of forty-five 
degrees with winds making it feel like thirty degrees. 
They are enjoying the music, games, and crafts of a 
festival held at Sesquicentennial State Park honoring 
that scraggly tree specimen indigenous to the sandhills 
known as the scrub oak. A community affair, the Scrub 
Oak Festival is sponsored by Spring Valley High School 
and the Columbia Northeast Homeowners Association, 
and is now an annual event at Sesqui. The staff at Sesqui 
deserves a pat on the back for their efforts in working this 
event. 

Yesterday, April 3, 1987, the weather was also cold, 
and it decided to rain just after the dedication 
ceremonies for the amphitheatre at Andrew Jackson 
State Park began. Dignitaries, including Governor 
Carroll Campbell, and approximately two hundred 
people endured the inclement weather to see this new 
facility, named for the late Joseph Croxton, who was a 
driving force in the development of this park and several 
others throughout the state. A reception, given by the 
Van Wyck Ladies Club, was enjoyed by all after the 
ceremonies. Events were planned for the entire week
end, but because of the weather are being rescheduled 
for a later date. 

As our emphasis on visitor services grows, we will be 
seeing parks used much more for special events, but we 
must not forget those behind the scenes who make it 
possible, including the maintenance staffs. Without good 
maintenance practices we would not have the facilities to 
host many of the programs. Many parks in District Four 
have completed their concurrent and winter work 
projects, and it appears that the others will complete 
theirs by the end of this fiscal year. My thanks to all of you 
for your work in this area. 

Another positive step in our organization is the 
ongoing Career and Development Training Program. 
Headed by Mike Hunt, this program has received many 
compliments from those who have attended. The 
instructors have been knowledgeable in their field and 
conveyed important information to class participants. 
Congratulations to Mike for his interest and efforts to 
make us more professional in our jobs. 

Many parks in this district are located on large 
reservoirs. Last year's drought resulted in dangerous low 
lake levels. With the return of normal lake levels, these 
parks are already showing an increase in visitor use. 
Hopefully this trend will continue and we will see all parks 
have a safe and successful summer season. 

C. F. Parkman 
District IV Superintendent 

ANDREW JACKSON 

This has been a busy month for us at Andrew 
Jackson with the new addition of the amphitheater and 
the dedication we had on April 3. It was an honor to have 
Governor Carroll Campbell speak at the dedication. 
Governor Campbell and Mrs. Joseph H. Croxton 
unveiled a plaque in honor of her husband Joseph H. 
Croxton, who drew plans for Andrew Jackson State 
Park. 

Following the dedication, a reception was given by 
the Van Wyck Women's Club. An estimated crowd of 250 
people attended the dedication and reception. 

I would like to thank everyone who helped plan the 
event, and to my staff for their hard work. I couldn't have 
done it without their help! 

I hope that everyone has a good summer; come by to 
see our new addition, and to see us. 

James Taylor 
Superintendent 

BAKER CREEK 

With normal lake levels and warmer weather here 
at Baker Creek, visitor attendance is starting to climb. 
Our boat ramps are staying partially full, due to the 
reports of good catches of bass and crappie. The 
dogwoods and plum trees are starting to bloom, adding 
to the beauty of spring's arrival. With the turkey season 
opening for the month of April, we are seeing more deer 
and fewer turkey around the park! 

The long winter has been reasonably mild, allowing 
us to complete a number of outdoor projects. Weather 
permitting, we will continue to add the many final 
touches for a busy 1987 summer season. 

We are confident that our facilities will get plenty of 
use because of the many events we are planning for this 
summer. 

Come and visit us when you can, and I wish everyone 
a safe and enjoyable summer. 

Hugh Cooper, Jr. 
Ranger I 



DISTRICT NEWS (Cont'd.) 

CHESTER 

With the arrival of spring, the push begins to 
complete projects delayed because of inclement weather 
before the onset of another busy summer season. New 
water lines have been laid from the pumphouse to the 
superintendent's residence and the park shop. New 
underground electrical wiring has been run to picnic 
shelters No. 1 and 2. When it becomes Chester's turn to 
use the ditch witch, we all turn into "gophers"! 

Upcoming events this season include two 4-H Horse 
Shows to be held on April 5 and April 26 and an Archery 
Tournament to be held on August 2. 

We hope that everyone has a safe summer. 

Wayne Timms 
Superintendent 

LAKE GREENWOOD 

The family here at Lake Greenwood State Park has 
made it through the cold winter months and snow with 
very few problems. Many maintenance projects were 
completed, thanks to the help of our new Groundskeeper 
Supervisor Keith C. O. Brown and our two Supplemental 
Staff members. Among the many projects completed 
were roofing the bathhouse and a comfort station, and 
replacing exterior doors on all the comfort stations and 
rest stations. 

We can hardly believe that spring is upon us, as we 
are rapidly getting ready for the summer season. Camping 
has increased 55% so far this year over the previous year, 
so we are looking for good things to happen at Lake 
Greenwood State Park. 

With such good attendance we are looking toward 
providing more visitor services in the form of special 
programs and scheduled nature walks through the 
spring and summer months. 

A new addition has come to the Caldwell family this 
spring, as Sara Helen Caldwell was born February 2nd. 

From the family here at Lake Greenwood, we are 
wishing all of you a safe and happy summer. 

Willie C. Caldwell 
Ranger 

HICKORY KNOB 

A very "special" event held annually at Hickory 
Knob State Resort Park occurred March 29-April 1. One 
hundred-fifty participants enjoyed special activities, 
social events, recreation, and nature at Hickory Knob. 

Senior Citizens from age 55 to 88 chose activities 
ranging from arts & crafts; dancing lessons; boat rides; 
fishing; an auto tour to Richard Russell Dam and 
Elberton, Georgia; exercise classes, nature walks, 
information sessions on Elderhostel programs, and 
putting tournaments during their visit to the park. 

Sunday evening featured a "get acquainted" session 
where everyone met old and new friends and discovered 
who claimed the most grand, great, and even, great-great 
grandchildren. Would you believe someone had 38 great 
grandchildren! 

Monday and Tuesday evenings were fun-filled with a 
supper/talent show/square dance on Monday, and 
banquet/dance Tuesday evening. Talent ranged from 
turkey calling to a piano/violin team. Dancing to music 
from Glenn Miller to modern tunes the seniors made the 
closing night one to remember! 

The entire park staff not only worked to produce the 
Senior Retreat, but also have many fond memories from 
this very "special" event. 

LAKE WATEREE 

With much anticipation, Lake Wateree starts its 
third summer season this year. The park continues to 
grow and business and visitation continue to increase. 
The past few months have been filled with exciting 
changes and happenings. This spring starts the 
construction of a new parking lot facility that should help 
reduce the congestion and parking on the sides of the 
roads. We are also planning some new events this 
summer, including fishing tournaments and nature 
walks, and have installed a "brag board" for pictures of 
fishermen and their prize catches. 

In late March, Lake Wateree experienced some of 
the worse flooding in twenty years. The park had to close 
two days because the road coming onto the island was 
three feet under water. Our emergency action plan was 
very useful as we had to evacuate the island on a Sunday 
morning. Monday morning we "rowed" to work in the 
park boat! 

We also have a new ranger, Micky Smith, who comes 
to us by way of Dreher Island. We welcome Micky, his 
wife Barbie and daughter Michelle to the Lake Wateree 
family. We also wish Harold Pate and his family the best 
as they return to Lynches River. 

With crappie season here, skiers can't be far behind! 
We anticipate a very successful summer season and 
hope everyone has a safe and exciting summer season. 

30 
Tommy McCalla 

Recreator 
Phil Gaines 

Superintendent 
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LAKE RUSSELL/McCALLA 

T hings here on Lake Russell are moving along 
slowly, except for the fishing. Already our boat ramps are 
overflowing on the weekends. Crappie and bass are 
biting real good, and trout are starting to hit on the upper 
end of the lake. 

We have completed renovation of our log cabin and 
Jack Pelfrey is fixing it up nicely on the inside. We are 
adding a bedroom to the trailer, which will be a welcome 
sight. 

All of the recent rain has brought the lake up to its full 
pool. We hope that it will stay this way through the 
summer so that we will have some water in our swimming 
area at Lower Calhoun Falls. 

Mell Felder 
Ranger 

A late 19th century historic cabin at McCalla State Park, which 
has been restored with minimum alterations and is being used 
as a park residence. The house was located in an isolated 
section of the park, making it impractical to use as a museum. 

SESQUI 

As the warmer weather fast approaches we are 
readying our park for the summer season. 

We have just completed rechinking our historical log 
cabin. This has been a major project. All the hard work 
and many hours put in by our park personnel is deeply 
appreciated. 

We have been busy re-roofing some park facilities, 
scraping roads, cutting down trees, painting, and 
planting shrubbery. 

Our current project is remodeling the kitchen in my 
residence, and we are looking forward to completion of 
this project! 

Due to the mild weather we have enjoyed a pleasant 
fall and winter season. We have had an average of 15 to 
25 campers each night. We are expecting to be filled 
during the Pope's visit to Columbia. 

Sesqui lost an old friend in March. The Replica of the 
"Best Friend of Charleston" was removed from its 
Sesqui location and taken to its new home at the State 
Museum. We appreciate the help from Leonard Jones 
and the staff at Service and Supply Center on this 
project. 

We opened the Spring and Summer season with the 
Scrub Oaks Festival on April 4. Many arts and crafts 
were displayed and we had some very good entertain
ment. We also had some great food. What a great way to 
usher in the spring season! 

Sesqui has been the site of many educational 
programs for park personnel and lasting friendships have 
been made. With continued emphasis on training, we 
extend a warm welcome to all! 

Rod Corley 
Ranger 

A replica of "The Best Friend of Charleston," America's first 
passenger train, is moued from the Train Exhibit Building at 
Sesquicentennial State Park. The train will be displayed in the 
new State Museum complex in Columbia for public viewing. 



DISTRICT NEWS (Cont'd.) 

"Paddling to work" — a recent storm 
flooded the road at Lake Wateree 
State Park, making it necessary to 
close this road (except to boat 
traffic!). 

A tranquil scene — Picnic Shelter #1 
at Chester State Park. 

Several hundred persons visited An
drew Jackson State Park on Sunday, 
May 9 to enjoy a concert by the South 
Carolina Philharmonic Orchestra, 
under the direction of Dr. Einar 
Anderson. The concert was originally 
scheduled for April 5 as part of the 
dedication program for the park's 
new amphitheater, but was cancelled 
because of inclement weather. 



IN THE NEWS 

Lorine IV. Davis, Administrative 
Specialist with the Columbia Office, 
receives her forty-year state service 
award from Governor Carroll Camp
bell in a ceremony held recently in the 
Governor's conference room. 

Col. A. J. "Pudge" Plowden dropped 
by the Columbia office recently to 
discuss the "good old days." Here he 
discusses progress of the park system 
with Chief Naturalist Joe Frank 
Watson. Plowden, originally from 
Summerton, worked at Givhans 
Ferry State Park in the late thirties 
and was director of the Elloree CCC 
Camp before entering the Army in 
1941. Plowden is now living in the 
Presbyterian Home in Summerville. 



NATURE CORNER 

CHERAW NATURAL HISTORY SEMINAR 

The Cheraw Natural History Seminar held March 
6-7 was a grand kick-off to the interpretive services effort 
at Cheraw State Park. 

More than 60 persons participated in this two-day 
event that featured the following leaders on Saturday: 
Kim Garrett, Naturalist at Cheraw State Park; Irvin Pitts, 
Interpreter at Caesars Head State Park; and Central 
Office staff members Joe Frank Watson, Chief 
Naturalist and Mark Dutton, State Park Naturalist. 
Topics included the natural history of the endangered 
red-cockaded woodpecker and golden heather, bird 
walks, pond nature hikes, a look at beaver lodges, an owl 
prowl and the construction of blud bird boxes. 

Sunday's activities included field trips to Sugarloaf 
Mountain and the Sandhills National Wildlife Refuge. 
The finale was a three-hour session with Rudy Mancke. 
People were encouraged to bring items for Rudy to 
identify, and he did an excellent job describing the nature 
items and interpreting them to the group. Rudy also led a 
nature walk, where he exposed the group to many 
wonders of nature in a very short distance. The crowd 
was spellbound by his delivery of natural history 
interpretation. 

The climax of the two-day event was when we finally 
reached the lake from the community building (after 
taking ll/2 hours to travel only mile through the woods). 
Joe Watson spotted a bird across the lake, so Irvin 
"Birdman" Pitts put the binoculars on him. The crowd 
went wild with excitement when he exclaimed, "it's a 
bald eagle!" Luckily, the bald eagle took off in flight, or 
the crowd would have accused Larry Adair and Cecil 
Pruette of chaining that bird to the tree for effect! 

Anyway, it was a very worthwhile weekend as the 
participants were introduced to the diversity of plant and 
animal life that occupies the sandhill niches at Cheraw 
State Park. Special thanks go to Superintendent Larry 
Adair and his fine staff for a fine job making this event run 
smoothly. 

We now have interpreters at Huntington Beach, 
Hunting Island, Myrtle Beach, Woods Bay, Caesars 
Head, Cheraw, Kings Mountain, Charles Towne 
Landing and Hickory Knob. If you haven't visited these 
parks recently, call and find out what's going on in terms 
of natural history or cultural history programs (and visit 
soon!) 

Mark Dutton 
Naturalist 

BLOOMING SPRING 

The Twelfth Annual Spring Wildflower Weekends 
were once again a popular event, with nearly 400 people 
participating this year. Those attending included former 
"first lady" Mrs. Ann "Tunky" Riley. Seventeen walks 
were offered over a two-weekend period. Thirteen of 
the seventeen walks were held along nature trails or in 
other natural areas on state park property. The 
remaining four walks were held on significant natural 
areas across the state. 

The cold weather caused the flowers to be less than 
spectacular this year, but there always seems to be 
enough to talk about. I hope that you will take advantage 
of this opportunity to learn more about the wildflower 
diversity of our park system in the future. It is an 
excellent program, led by experienced botanists who 
enjoy sharing their knowledge of the beautiful flowers 
that grace our state. 

Mark Dutton 
Naturalist 

Mark Dutton discusses the several 
rare and endangered plant species 
found in this area at Cheraw State 
Park, known as Hudsonia Flats. One 
such specie is the Golden Heather. 



PROGRAMS SECTION REPORT 

INTERPRETIVE PROGRAMS 

The programs and workshops conducted by our 
field interpreters are too numerous to mention them all, 
but here are several highlights. 

Rena Riddle recently conducted a docent (volunteer) 
training workshop that will enable her to greatly expand 
the Hunting Island program. 

The Cheraw Natural History Workshop was a 
cooperative effort of Kim Garrett (Cheraw Naturalist), 
staff members and guest instructor Rudy Mancke, who 
conducted interpretive programs for outdoor enthusiasts 
from all over the state. Kim also recently presented a 
slide program about Cheraw State Park to the PRT 
Commission. 

Judy White of Myrtle Beach State Park has 
conducted several outstanding programs, and has also 
been very active in promoting her park and activities on 
area television stations. 

The Mountain Bridge has had more than its fair share 
of good interpretive programs, thanks to the efforts of 
Irvin Pitts at Caesars Head. 

Huntington Beach is one of the state's most 
significant natural resources, and Julie Finlayson is 
helping park visitors to appreciate its value. She has also 
conducted or helped to coordinate programs at several 
other parks in District I. 

Scott Withrow, interpreter and manager of the Living 
History Farm at Kings Mountain, organized an Oral 
History Workshop at his park on April 11. Several 
experts in the field of local history shared this experience 
with the audience of journalists and local historians. 
Everyone was captivated by the stories of the Civilian 
Conservation Corps shared by the CCC veterans who 
came. As part of the program, CCC veterans who 
worked at Kings Mountain were video-taped as they 
shared their experiences. This tape will be used in future 
interpretive programs at the park. 

Woods Bay has been attracting more and more 
attention recently. On his first day on the job, naturalist 
Stan Hutto was involved in a newspaper interview. He is 
presently putting together a natural history seminar 
scheduled for July. 

TRAVEL SHOWS 
Since January, the Division of State Parks has 

participated in travel shows, camper shows, or 
sportsman shows in Charleston, Columbia, Greenville 
and Atlanta. We also sent representatives to accompany 
the Tourism Division at the Toronto Sportsman's 
Exhibition. 

Even though we started working these shows only 
three years ago, there has been an obvious positive 
response. Much has been learned in this short time. We 
have made several changes in brochures and literature 
we distribute, and we recently ordered a new portable 
travel display that will be designed specifically for state 
parks. 

Many thanks to the state park employees that have 
been so willing to represent their park and the park 
system in the past. 

ETV's Rudy Mancke identifies a specimen for a young visitor 
during a Docent (volunteer) Training Session at Hunting Island 
State Park. At far right is Hunting Island PMA Rena Riddle. 

NEW FACE 
Kay Onley is the new face in the Programs Section. 

Most of you met Kay when she was recreator at Hickory 
Knob. Kay has brought many fresh ideas with her about 
state park recreation and interpretive programs, and 
supplements them with a ton of enthusiasm. 

ANDREW JACKSON AMPHITHEATER 
A full weekend of activities was planned for the grand 

opening of the new amphitheater at Andrew Jackson 
State Park on April 3-5. The weather held out just long 
enough for the dedication ceremony on Friday, featuring 
Governor Carroll Campbell as guest speaker. Special 
Saturday and Sunday activities had to be postponed, but 
we are in the process of re-scheduling the South Carolina 
Philharmonic Orchestra and a folk music concert. 

Dan Turpin 
Programs Coordinator 



PERSONNEL CHANGES 

NEW EMPLOYEES 

Areheart, Tina M. - Word Processing Specialist, 
Central Office (Operations) 

Frederick, Jeffrey M. - Park Technician, Oconee 
Furr, Laney - Park Business Manager, Santee 
Gillespie, David Y. • Heavy Equipment Operator, 

S & S Center 
Hardy, William J. - Ranger I, Edisto Beach 
Hutto, Jerry S. - Park Interpreter I, Woods Bay 
Scott, Sherry N. - Administrative Specialist A, 

Charles Towne Landing 
Smith, Leroy - Park Technician, Myrtle Beach 
Tomberlin, Daniel • Interpretive Services Coordinator, 

Charles Towne Landing 
Walker, Margaret A. - Canteen Operator II, 

Hickory Knob 
White, Judy C. - Park Interpreter II, Myrtle Beach 
White, June K. - Administrative Assistant I, 

Central Office (Programs) 
Wise, Holley - Restaurant Manager, Table Rock 

RECLASSIFICATIONS 

Chavis, Bernie W. - From Ranger I Rivers Bridge, to 
Ranger II, Rivers Bridge 

Corley, Robert W. - From Ranger I, Chester, to Ranger 
II, Chester 

Holley, Brenda - From Animal Caretaker Assistant, 
Charles Towne Landing to Animal Technician I, 
Charles Towne Landing 

Jackson, James - From Ranger I, Little Pee Dee, to 
Ranger II, Little Pee Dee 

Lawrence, John - From Ranger I, Barnwell, to 
Ranger II, Barnwell 

Martin, Robert A. • From Ranger I, Andrew Jackson, to 
Ranger II, Andrew Jackson 

Pitts, Charles I. - From Ranger I, Caesars Head, to 
Park Interpreter I, Caesars Head 

Rushton, Arthur K. - From Ranger I, Hamilton Branch, 
to Ranger II, Hamilton Branch 

Seabrook, Mary A. - From Clerical Specialist B, 
Charles Towne Landing, to Administrative Specialist 
A, Charles Towne Landing 

Summers, James - From Heavy Equipment Operator, 
Heavy Maintenance, to Highway Maintenance 
Foreman, Heavy Maintenance 

Thompson, Ethel R. - From Clerical Specialist B, 
Charles Towne Landing, to Administrative 
Specialist A, Charles TOL£rieJ_anding 

Walters, Sr., Moody P. - FrptfTRang&rJ, Givhans Ferry, 
to RangerJI, J^jjsaos Ferry 

Withrow, Glenn S. - From Ranger I, Kings Mountain, 
to Park Interpreter n, Charles Towne Landings 

'Y 
MOVE.. 

PROMOTIONS 

Broom, Randy C. - From Park Technician, Table Rock, 
to Trades Craftsman, Table Rock 

Coffey, Rebecca - From Ranger I, Charles Towne 
Landing, to Ranger II, Lake Hartwell 

Newman, Lisa A. - From Word Processing Specialist, 
Central Office, to Executive Support Specialist, 
Central Office 

Onley, Kay C. - From Recreator, Hickory Knob, to 
Programs Specialist, Central Office 

McFadden, Robert - From Ranger I, Aiken, to Ranger 
II, Lee 

Smith, Mickey L. - From Ranger I, Dreher Island, to 
Ranger II, Lake Wateree 

LATERAL TRANSFERS 

Ashley, Stephen B. - From Park Technician, Edisto, 
to Ranger I, Dreher Island 

Hart, Shannon - From Park Technician, Lynches River, 
to Ranger I, Aiken 

Pate, Harold From Ranger II, Lake Wateree, to 
Ranger II, Lynches River 

RESIGNATIONS 

Calliham, George N. - Clerical Specialist B, Charles 
Towne Landing 

Coates, William Trades Craftsman, Charles Towne 
Landing 

Ferqueron, Ronald - Groundskeeper I, Hickory Knob 
Hardy, William J. - Park Technician, Oconee 
Holcombe, Louie F. • Trades Craftsman, Table Rock 
Radford, Loren E. - Groundskeeper Supervisor I, 

Charles Towne Landing 
Rhoden, Roy H. - Groundskeeper Supervisor I, Paris 

Mountain 
Wigger, Jerry S. - Canteen Operator II, Charles Towne 

Landing 
Vissage, Mark - Ranger II, Lake Hartwell 

RETIREMENT M 
Oliver, Christine - Custcjdra^V^orker II, Santee 

•-v.  



"WE WILL BE BACK AGAIN .. 

BLUE RIBBON SERVICE AT 
SOUTH CAROLINA STATE PARKS! 

T he arrival of spring has brought about a dramatic 
increase in the number of visitors at South Carolina state 
parks, and we can expect this trend to continue into 
September or October. We may not think about state 
parks as businesses such as automobile dealers, 
restaurants and grocery stores, but they represent 
business for the state of South Carolina. As such, many 
sound principles of business management apply, such as 
this one concerning . . . "blue ribbon service!" 

The State Park system is YOU! It's difficult for some 
people who deal with the public to appreciate how vital 
the impression they make on visitors is to the success of 
their state park and the entire system. Any park 
employee who comes in contact with visitors is in the 
limelight. He or she represents the park in the visitor's 
eyes. 

Think about it for a moment . . . don't you tend to 
judge a gas station by the attitude of the fellow who fills 
your tank? The station may be part of the most popular 
chain in the country, but if he gives you bad service, you'll 
think it's a poor station. 

Don't you know your bank as the tellers who wait on 
you? The bank president can be very friendly, but if the 
tellers are cold and grouchy, you'll probably take your 
money elsewhere. 

And how about your supermarket? Don't you know 
the establishment by the cashiers and other employees 
who wait on you? The building can be brand spanking 
new, and the shelves stocked to the brim with every 
variety of food item imaginable, but if the clerks aren't 
friendly and efficient, you'll soon go somewhere else 
when it's time to do some shopping. 

In any organization, the people who deal with the 
public make a difference. In truth, they make the 
difference between success and failure, or between profit 
and loss. The impression they give is what counts; it's 

all-important! If the impression is good, people come 
back; if it's bad, people stay away. Customers judge an 
establishment by the employees in it who serve them. 
And, at our state parks, we're talking about our 
superintendents, assistant superintendents, rangers, 
park aides and other "front-line" employees! 

Employees in other parts of the business may have 
poor attitudes or do poor work and the customer may 
never find out about it. The results of a poor attitude or 
poor work can often be corrected before the visitor is 
affected by them. 

With visitor service personnel, it's different. If you're 
grumpy or careless, or do a poor job, the visitor knows it 
immediately. Unfortunately, he not only blames you, but 
he blames your state park and the entire state park 
system. 

No matter what the business, if you deal with 
customers ... in sales or service . . . the company's 
reputation is in your hands. So are the jobs of a lot of 
people like you, and maybe some people you haven't 
met. They can't possibly make a good impression unless 
you do. 

In the customer's eyes, the company is you. When 
thinking of South Carolina state parks, the "customer" is 
every visitor that drives in through your gates, and the 
"company" is your local state park and all the others that 
makes up the best darned system in the country! 

These comments were taken from letters of recent 
state park visitors. Do these comments apply to you and 
your state park? They should! 

"All of the employees were so friendly and 
helpful" . . . "My husband and I run our own business 
and we understand the value of employees like these."... 
"It has made our stay in your state something to add to 
pleasant memories of our camping across the country." 
... P.S. "We will be back again."... "Just a short note to 
tell you how much we appreciated your clean facilities." 
"The personnel were courteous, the cabin was clean, 
and the park areas were well-maintained." 

Not to be overlooked is that visitors leaving with 
pleasant memories and happy thoughts about your state 
park and the entire system will also tell others what a 
beautiful state South Carolina is! And, that's our biggest 
job . . . being good-will ambassadors for the Palmetto 
State! 

Yes, "blue ribbon service" at our state parks pays big 
dividends in many ways! Thanks for helping us with this 
all-important task! 

Dana L. Sawyer 
Editor 



Visitors at Cheraw State Park watch hydroplanes competing in the second Palmetto Regatta, held May 2-3 at Lake 
Juniper. See related article on page 12. 


