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ABOUT THE COVER: Surf ,  sand,  and sun are  
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f i sherman,  what  more  can he  ask? No wonder  
the  Grand Strand area  i s  the  dest inat ion  of  
mi l l ions  of  vacat ioners  each year .  
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O ther than a few rainy days during the latter part of 
the summer, we experienced another good season. 
Thanks to you in the parks, we also completed a 
swimming season without any serious accidents in our 
protected areas. 

At the present time, we are working out details for 
compliance with the forty hour work week. I cannot 
recall any issue that will have more impact upon our 
method of operation. For years our people in the parks 
have worked long hours, certainly more than can be 
expected. With the passage of the Wage and Hour bill, 
each of our employees will be effected to some degree. 

We must have more people in the parks to comply 
with the order. Other than some of our larger parks, we 
haven't had any personnel growth in our field operations 
for some time. All of you have performed outstanding 
jobs in operating your parks under conditions that have 
been very trying at times. Thanks are due to your wives 
and family members, for without their help your job 
would have been even more difficult. 

We will keep you informed as we proceed in this 
matter. 

/) M 
Ray VI. Sisk 

Director 
Division of State Parks 

(At press time tue learned that Steve Long, Ranger at 
Caesars Head, died August 27 of complications 
following a medical emergency. Our deepest sympathy 
is extended to members of his family. Ed) 



SOUTH CAROLINA STATE PARKS 
Fiscal Year 1984-1985 

CABIN TOTAL PARK 
PARK USERS CAMPERS FISHERMAN PICNICKERS VISITORS 

Aiken 4,058 2,818 43,203 59,000 
Andrew Jackson 6,005 5,500 23,808 42,656 
Baker Creek 15,428 42,046 117,642 234,940 
Barnwell 3,486 1,571 480 50,115 71,112 
Caesars Head 298,865 453,524 
Charles Towne Landing 253,500 
Cheraw 2,755 2,139 17,098 98,356 
Chester 7,036 6,816 37,803 166,044 
Colleton 5,234 1,800 15,309 22,656 
Croft 6,851 11,208 50,455 207,388 
Dreher Island 37,052 51,738 100,623 220,012 
Edisto Island 6,646 60,794 163,298 252,608 
Givhans Ferry 2,604 4,260 76,189 84,080 
Greenwood 27,411 17,659 125,805 259,320 
Hamilton Branch 40,184 44,891 29,582 147,884 
Hampton Plantation 4,108 13,832 
Hickory Knob 36,603 9,058 20,181 473,200 
Hunting Island 25,580 109,908 73,008 436,721 745,164 
Huntington Beach 79,295 31,873 112,711 551,456 
Keowee-T oxaway 1,821 4,395 8,194 30,164 
Kings Mountain 25,141 1,854 96,579 312,408 
Lake Hartwell 1,595 346 11,717 
Lake Wateree 2,689 3,110 2,141 29,948 
Landsford Canal 2,251 7,628 39,604 
Lee 5,154 3,133 17,327 68,428 
Little Pee Dee 11,130 9,054 30,772 102,508 
Lynches River 1,125 12,986 48,992 
Myrtle Beach 8,967 183,667 58,972 1,158,322 1,997,776 
N.R. Goodale 66 156 832 23,444 101,000 
Oconee 20,692 34,757 8,893 92,106 232,288 
Old Dorchester 3,574 141,714 145,308 
Paris Mountain 10,295 1,367 104,166 240,728 
Pleasant Ridge 2,613 3,846 1,377 14,553 32,892 
Poinsett 4,044 4,265 1,900 43,746 91,440 
Redcliffe 80 4,504 10,505 
Rivers Bridge 1,147 1,590 23,490 59,180 
Rose Hill 7,232 10,917 
Sadlers Creek 11,580 9,623 24,880 127,116 
Santee 41,617 76,050 142,654 138,237 620,240 
Sesquicentennial 16,830 3,040 184,423 237,728 
Table Rock 19,620 24,624 5,312 136,204 262,076 
Woods Bay 2,707 4,184 17,836 

2 TOTAL 174,359 832,626 576,200 3,980,513 9,187,531 



OPERATIONS REPORT 

The "spirit dies but the body lives on" is a play on words 
from an old saying. I said it accidentally in a conversation, 
but I realized that it is a fact of life in some unfortunate 
situations. You probably know people that meets this 
description. They go through each day the same as the 
day before. They possess no zest, no real feeling for what 
they are doing. A lackadaisical attitude, worthless 
excuses, and attempts to blame others are symptoms of 
a dead or dying spirit. 

We all have problems that can develop and cause our 
spirit to be in a terminal phase. At times we have a few 
bad days, but it is necessary to re-group, perk-up and 
start again. If we fail to regain our strength and allow the 
problem to overcome us, we run the risk of joining the 
ranks of the walking, breathing but essentially dead. 

It is difficult to revive a dead spirit! A change of 
responsibilities or a different job will sometimes work, if 
the body is not too cold. Help and encouragement from 
friends or co-workers is a good treatment. If you are 
working hard and making the effort to do your job, you 
do not want a fellow employee to fall victim. It just makes 
things more difficult for you. 

Park Superintendents have the most to lose if there is 
an outbreak of this problem. The problem is highly 
contagious and spreads quickly. If you notice a dying 
spirit, give it first aid. But it is very important to treat the 
problem fast, so be on the lookout for symptoms in 
yourself and fellow employees. 
The job that you do is very important and requires a 

maximum effort to be well done. A person whose spirit is 
dead or dying cannot do the job. Our jobs are a major 
portion of our lives; so much of our time and our energy 
will be devoted to our work. Don't live with a dead spirit! 
Improving your mental attitude, looking for new or better 
ways of doing the job, and putting forth the effort to meet 
personal goals are some ways to help the spirit. 

If your spirit is beyond saving or dead and cold, do 
yourself, your family and everyone associated with you a 
great deal of good by moving on to another endeavor. 
Don't be one of the people who simply exist. 

In my mind, there are few things as bad as when a 
person resigns or retires and you hear the 
statement: "Today is his last day at work, but he quit 
years ago." 

In April, I sent a questionnaire to the uniform personnel 
at each park (except CTL and HK due to their non
standard operations). 1 received 115 responses which 
was an excellent response rate. The information 
received substantiated some of my feelings and I was 
surprised at some of the results. The information will be 
very helpful in the future. 
The following is a summary of the information: 

The Park Division is "young" as far as the average 
age of the employees with 68% being under age 36. 
I was not surprised that 62% felt that their 
compensation was poor or fair, but 79% said that 
vacations and holidays were good or excellent. 
Working hours was the area that employees were 
least satisfied with, as 78% indicated 
dissatisfaction. Yet 90% were happy with the 
location and environment of the work site. 
P a r k  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t s  a n d  D i s t r i c t  
Superintendents will be glad to hear that 80% of the 
employees feel that quality of the supervision was 
good or excellent. Even higher management 
received a 77% approval, which was a pleasant 
surprise to me. Higher management normally gets 
all the blame for problems, whether or not it's 
within the means to make changes. 
There were mixed feelings on keeping you 
informed about the organization with 45% 
dissatisfied and 55% being satisfied. I am open for 
suggestions to improve this area. 
You seem pretty satisfied with the other people 
that you are working with. About 80% said co
workers were good or excellent. 
With promotion opportunities having been limited 
for the last 5 years (or longer), I ivas pleasantly 
surprised that 75% felt that they have an 
opportunity to learn, develop or advance. 
In respect to the other column, 87% of the people 
responding indicated that the work itself was good 
or excellent. There are only a few employees with 
dead spirits around. 

There was a lot more information compiled from the 
survey, but I thought you might be interested in this part. 
Thank you for taking the time to do the survey. 

Charles Harrison 
Chief of Operations 
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RETIREES - WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 

WALLY BROCK 

My, how time flies! It seems like yesterday that 
Wally Brock was superintendent at Dreher Island, 
driving around the park doing the many daily tasks that 
were required, even during those early days of the park. 
Wally was the first superintendent at Dreher Island, and 
remembers those early days with limited facilities for 
public use. 

Wally has followed the development of Dreher Island 
State Park since he retired in 1976. "I knew then that the 
park had tremendous potential for public usage and 
enjoyment," Wally said, "and it's good to learn that the 
park has been well received in recent years." (More than 
two hundred thousand persons visited Dreher Island in 
FY 1984-85. Ed.) 

The increasing pain and discomfort from arthritis 
prompted Wally to retire, and health has been a 
continuing problem for him. Wally had to have a leg 
amputated a couple of years ago, yet his spirit and 
outlook on life have remained very positive. In a recent 
telephone conversation with him, his voice sounded 
every bit as enthusiastic and full of life as when I chatted 
with him at Dreher Island prior to his retirement. 

"I've been without a leg for a year or so," Wally 
remarked, "but as soon as I get a replacement, I'm going 
dancing!" he exclaimed. Many of us would do well to 
emulate Wally's positive attitude about life! After all, 
each of us has much to be thankful for! 

Wally's wife, Jay worked as a hairdresser for a number 
of years, but retired several years ago because of back 
trouble, and to help Wally with his daily routine. Wally 

remains active with the Ruritan Club, and was District 
Governor in 1983. He has attended Ruritan meetings in 
such distant places as Orlando, Florida; Atlanta, 
Georgia; and Nashville, Tennessee. 

Wally has "retired" twice, the first time after twenty-
one years in the Army. He and Jay have two sons, Larry 
and Jake. Larry recently retired from the Air Force and 
lives with his family in nearby Sumter. Jake has been 
coach and physical education instructor at Brooklyn-
Cayce High School for a number of years, so both 
families are nearby and visit Wally and Jay at their 
spacious lakefront home on Lake Murray. 

Wally would like his many friends in the state park 
family to know that his address has been changed, and is 
now 1082 Libby Ariail Circle, Chapin, S.C. 29036; 
telephone 345-5197. "The Post Office got tired of issuing 
new box numbers," Wally said, "so they gave us a street 
name!" They live at Lakepoint, which is five miles from 
Hilton. 

Wally and Jay had planned a trip Alaska to visit son 
Larry and his family while they were stationed there, but 
the trip never became reality. Wally enjoys reading, and 
spends a lot of time on the sundeck of their home. He 
feeds between 25 and 100 ducks regularly, and buys two 
bags of feed a week! "I ought to be able to deduct the 
expense on my income tax," he quipped! 

Wally has no trouble driving his car, and gets around 
pretty well these days. "I like to do things my way," he 
said. What he really enjoys is living, and those of us that 
know Wally would do well to take a page from his book! 
We wish him the best! 



AQUATIC PLANT MANAGEMENT 
OF STATE PARK LAKES 

Early in 1984 we asked for input concerning state 
park lakes that had weed problems. In June of that year I 
completed survey work to determine aquatic plant 
infestation problems. The result of this work was the 
development of an aquatic plant management plan for 
these lakes. 

The Aquatic Plant Management Council of South 
Carolina approved our final plan and we were awarded 
sufficient non-PRT appropriated funds, together with 
federal monies, to treat all the lakes. Treatment was 
accomplished by either chemical or biological means. 
Various chemicals were used, depending upon what 
plants needed controlling. In addition, sterile grass carp 
were used in lakes that were infested with plant species 
this vegeterian fish has been known to eat. These fish 
have been reported to eat l'/2 times their weight in plant 
mass per day. 

Funds provided paid not only for the purchase of these 
methods of treatment, but also for the cost of shipping 
the fish from Arkansas and chemical treatment by 
professional aquatic herbicide applicators. 

Twelve lakes, representing seven state parks, have 
received sterile grass carp and twelve lakes at eight state 
parks have been treated chemically for aquatic weed 
control. 

Additional treatment is being requested for five state 
parks that were on this year's plan and needed special 
attention. Various parks will be surveyed in September 
for inclusion into this fiscal year's Aquatic Plant 
Management Plan. 

Natural resource management is vitally important so 
that we can preserve and pass on the natural beauty of 
South Carolina to future generations, and so that we can 
properly utilize the resources we have available to us. 

Thanks to all the people at the parks who have helped 
to make my job easier by providing assistance during my 
survey visits. With continuing cooperation we can make 
great strides toward making our state park lakes the best 
places to swim, fish and boat. 

Mark Dutton 
Slate Parks Naturalist 

Sterile grass carp, the biological control agent 
for certain aquatic plant species, have a 
tendency to migrate over spillways and up 
streams after they have depleted the water 
body of aquatic plants that they eat. Carp 
barriers were therefore designed and are in 
the process of being installed, such as this one 
at Sesqui that was installed by George 
Gordon's crew. 

Sterile grass carp were stocked at various 
state park lakes throughout the system at the 
rate of ten per acre. Surveys will be made of 
these lakes to determine if this fish would he 
suitable as a biological control for aquatic 
weeds. 



AQUATIC PLANT MANAGEMENT (Con't.) 
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Sterile Grass Carp (White Amur) - This 
species of fish is being used as a biological 
control for aquatic weeds at many state parks. 
It is a vegetarian and should help to clean up 
our lakes. Most of them were stocked in July, 
therefore we may not be able to assess the 
results until the next growing season. These 
fish are reported to reach up to forty pounds, 
and are said to eat l'/2 times their body weight 
in weeds per day. 

Sterile grass carp were purchased in Arkansas 
and shipped to South Carolina in insulated 
plywood boxes. The fish were provided with 
liquid oxygen during the trip. The Department 
of Water Resources assisted in the purchase 
and supervised the stocking of the lakes. Here 
the truck has arrived at Kings Mountain State 
Park, and preparation is underway for the 
stocking of the two lakes. 

This photograph shows the need to manage 
the swimming lake at Goodale State Park for 
aquatic plant infestation. Plants are not only 
on the surface but also extend several feet 
below the surface. 

"Watershield"- Scientific research is mixed 
when it comes to reporting whether the sterile 
grass carp will eat this species, which floats on 
the water's surface. We hope that it will, 
because biological control (the use of sterile 
grass carp) is less than % the cost of chemical 
treatment. Pleasant Ridge is serving as a test 
site for judging the effectiveness of sterile 
grass carp in eating this plant. Keep your 
fingers crossed! 



Danny Johnson and Phi l  F ie lds  of  the  S .C.  
Water  Resources  Commiss ion,  and Sta te  
Parks  Natura l i s t  Mark Dut ton (shown in  mid
a i r )  he lped to  coordinate  the  chemical  
t rea tment .  Chemical  contrac t  work was  
performed by Aqua Services  out  of  Alabama.  
The two a i r  boats  they used are  shown here  a t  
Cheraw Sta te  Park .  

Al l  three  Columbia  te levis ion s ta t ions  sent  
camera  crews to  f i lm "act ion"  a t  Sesqui  when 
the  s ter i le  grass  carp  were  put  in  the  park  lake .  
J im Forres t  i s  shown video- taping the  carp ,  
whi le  Super in tendent  George  Gordon (sun 
glasses ,  ext reme r ight )  goes  " incogni to ."  

Aquat ic  p lant  management  s t ra tegies  vary  
f rom lake  to  lake  depending upon the  species  
of  p lants  tha t  need control l ing .  Here  a t  Sesqui  
a  l iquid  chemical  i s  sprayed di rec t ly  on the  
plants  in  the  kiddie  swimming area .  

The use  of  a i r  boats  made i t  very  easy  to  t rea t  
the  park  lakes  wi th  granular  or  l iquid  
chemicals .  The f ishing lake  here  a t  Aiken was  
badly  infes ted  and required  a  large  quant i ty  of  
chemicals .  The profess ional  cer t i f ied  
appl ica tors  d id  an  excel lent  job  for  us .  

N.R.  Goodale  Sta te  Park  required  a  large  
quant i ty  of  Aqua-Kleen (granular  2-4-D)  to  
control  the  water  mi l fo i l  and f loat ing hear t  
tha t  was  heavy throughout  the  lake .  This  lake  
was  t rea ted  chemical ly  and a lso  received 
s ter i le  carp  because  of  the  sever i ty  of  the  plant  
infes ta t ion .  

The swimming area  a t  Barnwel l  S ta te  Park  
was  t rea ted  as  shown in  th is  photograph.  
Al though there  doesn ' t  appear  to  be  a  problem 
here ,  the  plants  a re  located  jus t  under  the  
water  surface  or  are  cover ing the  bot tom of  
the  lake .  They wil l  inch toward the  surface  in  
the  coming months  i f  not  t rea ted .  



DISTRICT NEWS 

District I 

COLLETON - The park had a much improved 
appearance this summer, due primarily to the 
landscaping projects and efforts of Mary Crockett and 
Mike Russ. Crossties were used to make planting beds 
around park buildings. Those beds were filled with both 
annuals and perennials from the nursery at Kings 
Mountain State Park. 
EDISTO BEACH • The new boat ramp and dock 
facility have received heavy use this season as more and 
more boaters have discovered them. Park camping and 
parking fee revenues are up again this year. The park 
maintenance crew has been very busy renovating the 
north wing of the bathhouse for additional A-2 housing. 
This area should be ready for the 1986 summer season. 
The park crew has completed painting the exterior of the 
bathhouse and many smaller projects. 
GIVHANS FERRY A storm in June caused severe 
damage to cabin #2 as large tree limbs were torn from 
their trunks and thundered through the roof. The park 
crew made temporary repairs to protect the cabin's 
interior. A local contractor was used for permanent 
repairs. Materials have been purchased for a set of steps 
to be installed on the limestone bluff near the cabins. 
Thanks to State Parks Naturalist Mark Barker for his 
help in acquiring these materials. 

HAMPTON PLANTATION Thanks to Henry 
Rush for his help early in the summer. While Henry was 
on the park, dirt was hauled on the park exit road and to 
build up low areas around the mansion. Since that time, 
Superintendent Bob Mitchell has sowed grass around 
the mansion. Bob and Will have been busy keeping the 
grass cut and "managing" several large herds of 
mosquitoes. 
HUNTING ISLAND - Hunting Island's day use areas 
have really been heavily used this summer! The South 
Beach area is gaining popularity, week by week, as 
beachgoers discover the available parking and other 
facilities in that area. Revenues from both parking fees 
and season vehicle passes have increased tremendously 
this season. The Paradise Fishing Pier opened in June 
with the dedication ceremony taking place on July 15th. 
The pier is already getting good use by the public and is 
sure to attract additional visitors to the park. 
HUNTINGTON BEACH Huntington, like the other 
beach parks, has seen a dramatic increase in parking fee 
revenue. These increases are primarily due to the 
increase in the fee itself, and the earlier opening of the fee 
stations in the spring. A replacement water tank was 
transferred from Cheraw and installed on one of the 
park's wells. Congratulations to Mike Clark on his 
promotion to Master Craftsman at Hickory Knob, and to 
Tommy Raynor, who has been promoted to Ranger III 
here at Huntington Beach. We welcome Fred Ford and 
his wife as Fred becomes the park's new Ranger II. 
MYRTLE BEACH The weather this summer may 
have been bad for the farmers, but it has been good for 
the beach parks! Myrtle Beach has had excellent 
attendance, with revenues up in almost every category. 
The park will miss the services of Mike Spivey and Fred 
Ford as they move on to other parks in the system. 
Congratulations to Mike on his becoming one of the 
newest park superintendents in our state park family as 
he takes over the helm at Little Pee Dee! We welcome 
Steve Egan and his wife Darlene as Steve assumed the 
role of Assistant Superintendent. We also welcome 
Bobby Haynes as our newest Park Ranger. 
OLD DORCHESTER The renovations to the day 
use restroom are complete, and you'll have to see it to 
appreciate the improvement! Many thanks to Jim Work, 
Mike Foley, and Kurt Becht for their work and interest in 
this project. Special thanks to Wayne Schumpert, 
Jimbo, and Larry for the actual renovations. Charles and 
Ken were also helpers and painters for the renovation. 
They have also completed the cover over the ranger 
residence, in addition to a porch and some wallpapering 
and paneling in the superintendent's residence. 
RIVERS BRIDGE - The large 1950-vintage sand filter 
at the park swimming pool finally had to be replaced this 
season. Price Pools out of Florence was contracted to 
replace the huge old filter with seven modern fiberglass 
units. 

Larry Duncan 
District I Superintendent 



Dock at Live Oak Landing, Edisto Beach State Boat ramp at Live Oak Landing on Big Bay 
Park. Creek. This new facility at Edisto Beach State 

Park also boasts a floating dock, boat ramp 
and 50-car parking lot. 

The new fishing pier at Hunting Island, which 
is receiving a lot of use this summer. 

V 0 " 
Frank Fleming, Recreator/Naturalist at Edisto 
Beach State Park, was a great asset to the 
park's nature interpretation effort this 
summer. In the photo, Frank (second from 
right) leads a small group on a marine fossil 
hunt. 



DISTRICT NEWS (Con't.) 

Charles Towne Landing 

It is hard to believe that there is only one month 
remaining in the long hot summer of 1985. Still to come 
are several family reunions, weddings and receptions, 
and the 4th Annual Chevy Show N Shine, a gathering 
sponsored by the Classic Chevy Club of Charleston. 
The summer film series ends this month with yet another 
successful run of classic Disney movies nearly 
completed. 

One of the highlights of this summer was the gratifying 
response of our park visitors to the annual Colonial Life 
Weekend held in June. We have been most fortunate 
this season to have on board several A-2's and 
volunteers who have a genuine interest in history and the 
interpretation of the making of colonial crafts. Much of 
the enthusiasm for the event from an employee point 
should be credited to Craftsworker Nollon Calliham and 
A 2 employee Dorinda Harmon, who also serves as our 
Volunteer Coordinator. These employees spearheaded 
a concerted effort to recruit others with an ability and 
desire to bring the Settlers' Life Area truly to life. Those 
helping included employees Janet Bean, Marc Goold, 
Carlee McClendon, Kevin Barnes, Michael Salters, Tim 
Graham, Patrick Mallard, Betty Heird, Patrick Ward, 
and of course Janson Cox; volunteers Erik and Yonie 
Cox, Wanda Emons, Kathy Oneal, Linda Bennett, C.B. 
Finger, Loretta and Paul Hrmoga, Jeanne Weil, Heddy 
Fluharty, Chris Martin, John Hudspeth, Natalie Wagner, 
and Bob Podezwa. Also adding to the "colonial 
atmosphere" were many local craftspersons who 
displayed their wares and demonstrated period crafts on 
the deck of the Interpretive Center. From the weekend, 
several additions to the Settler's Life Area have evolved -
some changes in the appearance of the area and some 
very welcome additions to the regular volunteer forces of 
the Landing. 

In the way of events, the American Issues Film Series 
will be returning on weekends beginning September. 
New to the fall schedule of events will be "Dining at 
Charles Towne," a program which will give participants a 
"hands-on" experience in preparing, cooking, and 
feasting on a typical seventeenth century meal. To be 
held in the Settlers' Life Area, "Dining at Charles Towne" 
will acquaint participants with hearthside, open fire, and 
outdoor bake oven methods of preparing meats, breads, 
vegetables, and sweets. Period clothing will be provided 
to lend further realism. 

Sponsored by the Charleston Restaurant Association, 
September will see the return of "A Taste of 
Charleston." with 50 or more area restaurants featuring 
"a taste" of their specialty items. Projected attendance is 
6,000. 

Beginning in late August and continuing through 
October, all picnic areas are reserved for weekend major 
local company picnics. Reservations continue to come in 
for use of the Geodesic Dome, with large wedding 
receptions leading the "use" category. 

We could not close the report without mentioning the 
recent retirement of Neil "Ed" Colvard. Ed was working 
on the property before it was ever Charles Towne 
Landing. After a career of some 38 years with the Waring 
Family at Old Town Plantation and with State Parks at 
Charles Towne Landing. Ed is finally enjoying his well 
deserved retirement. Good luck, Ed! 

We close, wishing you all a successful conclusion to 
the summer season and an enjoyable fall season of 
tranquility. 

Robert M. Badger 
Public Information Specialist 

Sweetgrass basket weaving was one of 
numerous crafts shown at Charles Towne 
Landing's "Colonial Life Weekend" in June. 



I he summer season is fast drawing to a close, 
causing me to reflect upon where we have been and 
where we are. 

Just prior to the summer season, several lakes 
received funding for aquatic weed management. Grass 
carp were stocked in lakes at N.R. Goodale, Lee, 
Barnwell, and Aiken. These fish, about eight inches long 
now, will eat l/2 times their weight each day. Their 
growth rate is fantastic, about eight pounds per year!. 
Another aspect of the project was selective sprayings at 
Aiken, Barnwell, Cheraw, Lee, Little Pee Dee, and N.R. 
Goodale. We all owe our appreciation to Mark Dutton 
for carrying out this project. 

When 1985 is remembered in future years, personnel 
changes will likely come to mind. Six years ago I came to 
District II, and now only Gene Cobb at Redcliffe and 
Larry Adair at Cheraw remain as superintendents. Many 
have been promoted to other districts and have since 
returned via additional promotions. With the fear of 
leaving someone out, I will attempt to recognize those 
newest members of the district. 

The district will miss the spirits of Jimmy Creech, who 
was recently promoted to the Maintenance Crew. Good 
luck, Jimmy, and sincere thanks for your good work! 
Homer Stanton just moved to Barnwell as 
superintendent and 1 congratulate him on his promotion. 
Another well-deserved promotion came to Mike Spivey, 
who recently moved to Little Pee Dee as 
superintendent. The best of luck to Mel Felder at the 
Lake Russell project. He will be replaced at Poinsett 
by Robert Authur from Greenwood. Welcome to 
District Two, Robert! 

Continuing on, Peter Crawford was recently hired at 
Poinsett and has been doing a good job. Frankie 
Dodson transferred from Baker Creek to Redcliffe 
and has been a big help in repairing the mansion. 1 just 
learned that Roger Ardis will be moving to Santee as 
Assistant Superintendent of Maintenance. Good luck, 
Roger! At Woods Bay we welcome new ranger John 
Lawrence. He's learning about 'gators, snakes, and 
lawnmowers! 

Where are we going? Always forward! Don't look 
back, for you might trip over your future! Personnel will 
change, policies will change, philosophies will change, 
but our task of providing an environment and facilities for 
our citizens to use and enjoy will continue to be super 
important. 

After all, that's why we're here! 
NOTE: We congratulate Redcliffe Superintendent Gene Cobb and 

his wife Vicki on the birth of a son, Bry Eugene Cobb. Bry weighed 6 
pounds, 121L, ounces at birth on July 14, and stayed in the intensive care 
unit at Augusta's University Hospital for a spell. However, he's come 
home now, and Gene reports that he's coming along just fine! (Ed.) 

Van A. Stickles 
District II Superintendent 

Superintendent Al Priester showing why the 
lake at N.R. Goodale is so popular with local 
fishermen. Too bad he didn't catch this one! 1 1  



THE WINDS OF CHANGE 

At Table Rock, "The Barn" comes alive to the 
sounds of fiddle, bass, and good old-fashioned 
footstomping as the Saturday night square dance gets 
under way. 

Meanwhile, at the other end of the state, a truck pulls 
into Huntington Beach's north campground with the 
latest-model fifth-wheel camper in tow. Something 
seems almost out of proportion, for this is no luxurious 
38-foot behemoth pulled by a giant fuel-guzzling pickup 
with doublewide fenders to accommodate dual rear 
wheels; instead, it's a 13-foot Citation towed by a 
Chevrolet F-10 pickup that gets around 30 mpg without 
the trailer. A compact car that must surely have a false 
bottom opens four doors and a hatch to eject five people, 
a tent, screen room, hammock, kitchen fly and complete 
cooking equipment that soon becomes a miniature city 
on a campsite. And at about this same time, on the 
Bendix test track a full-size, fully equipped 27-foot 
Southwind Eagle II motor home is racking up an 
unbelievable fuel economy record of 20.8 miles per 
gallon. 

It's the summer of 1985, and the winds of change are 
blowing. The services and facilities of the parks are 
changing with the flow, and so are the campers and 
visitors, all in a natural way, and sometimes even without 
knowing. The end result could be a blessing, or it could 
be a nightmare; analyzing the present trends in camping 
and planning to take advantage of them will determine 
that result. For South Carolina's state park personnel, 
it's another opportunity to reinforce their position as one 
of the finest park systems in the country. 

Camping and camping equipment have indeed 
changed with the times. 

In the late fifties and early sixties almost everybody 
who camped did so in a tent. Then the age of 
motorcamping begin in earnest; the Volkswagen 
microbus and a few Econoline vans used for work during 
the week became campers on the weekends; they 
yielded to the motor home and travel trailer and we really 
indulged ourselves. In the beginning they were colorful, 
casual vehicles with lots of wood and bright and durable 
fabrics, but as they grew in size, they grew in luxury. 
Many campers were outfitted in a finer fashion than our 
homes (and sometimes cost more), with carpet and 
velvet and roman shades. Motor homes 35 feet long and 
more were equipped with tag axles to support the extra 
length and weight and some even had the niceties of 
washers and dryers, color TV and microwave ovens. 
Then the energy crisis caused a reversion to the simpler 
ways; we camped in compact cars that wouldn't pull 
huge trailers and a 6 mile per gallon motor home was out 
of the qustion for all but the most well-heeled campers. 

So who are the survivors? Actually, everyone. There 
are elements of each camp of camping, but there are 
changes—especially in the area of efficiency. Some of 
today's motor homes like the Southwind Eagle II and the 
Champion TranStar are pretty sleek vehicles. Camping 
trailers have new, more durable and lightweight fabrics, 
travel trailers come in lightweight versions that can be 
towed by a compact car, tents are lighter, more 
weatherproof, and more durable. It has been interesting 

Huntington Beach Superintendent Mac 
Copeland and Evan Powell conclude an 
interview for a "Camping South" TV feature 
beside Atalaya. 

to me as I travel to various campgrounds and parks 
taping our Camping South television series, to observe 
how evenly blended the various types of camping 
equipment are today. You'll find the new and the old, and 
a good mix of tents, travel trailers, and motor homes. 
Recently at Huntington Beach, I saw a three-man pop 
tent in the site adjacent to a quarter-million-dollar Blue 
Bird Wanderlodge. At Paris Mountain some campers 
from Canada in a Scamp visited with two neighboring 
couples camping in a new lightweight Jayco pop-up and 
visitors from Tennessee in a huge Carriage fifth-
wheel/tow vehicle combination. 

As we continue to work with automotive and 
recreational vehicles, I expect even more radical 
changes coming. I foresee a continued trend in weight 
reduction, from the basic back-packing tent all the way 
to the largest motor home. We'll see both trailers, vans, 
and motor homes that are more aerodynamic. One of 
our pet projects this year has been designing modular 
interior packages for the Dodge Caravan Mini-Van. Who 
would have ever thought a few years ago that a van could 
have so much room and so much stability (thanks to 
front-wheel drive) and get almost 40 miles per gallon 
(with Chrysler 2.2 engine and 5-speed overdrive 
transmission) on the highway? We've also found it to be 
one of the least-tiring of the almost 200 vehicles we've 
tested on long trips. I predict that you will be seeing a lot 
of them in your campsites in the new few years. 



By: Evan Powell 
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South Carolina state parks served as a "test 
track" for Champion's TranStar RV, seen here 
at one of the spacious campsites at 
Huntington Beach. 

One of the most striking RV's on the road today is 
Champion's TranStar. You might be surprised to learn 
that part of the evolution of this particular RV took place 
in South Carolina state parks. In 1981, when the 
TranStar was first introduced, we did a long-term 
evaluation on one of the first production models. The 
concept was great; low profile, good aerodynamics, 
sleek space-age appearance. It was as long as and 
equipped like a conventional motorhome but with one 
disadvantage, at least to my 6'2" frame—you couldn't 
stand up in it, except in the very rear. We drew up several 
potential ways to eliminate this problem and finally 
suggested a tunnel formed in the roofline from front to 
back—not enough to disturb the wind-tunnel-developed 
aerodynamics, but enough to eliminate the closed-in 
feeling and allow stand-uip room. That was offered as 
optional equipment in 1984 and is standard equipment in 
1985; Champion furnished one of the new versions as 
our Camping South vehicle this summer, and we were 
amazed at the difference those few additional inches 
made. 

To further improve aerodynamics, a new type of air 
conditioning system is used in the TranStar that is built 
into the coach rather than being mounted on top of the 
roof. Since it is distributed through ducts just like heat, it 
provides thermostatically-controlled cooling that is 
quieter and more consistent than that from a 
conventional roof-top RV unit. 

Accessory equipment has come in for its share of 
improvements recently, too. If you've noticed a drop in 
the power bill for your campgrounds in the last few 
summers, it may be due to much-more-efficient RV air 
conditioning systems. Tops on the list of those we have 
evaluated is Coleman's TSR (for Two-Speed Rotary). 
This unit not only uses a two-speed fan as most RV air 
conditioners do, but a two-speed compressor as well. 
Because the roof of an RV acts very much like the body 
of an acoustical guitar, amplifying any noise that it picks 
up, the harmonics of a high speed compressor at work in 
the middle of the night don't do much for a restful sleep. 
The Coleman unit is quite a contrast, providing not only 
a significant noise reduction, but better dehumidification 
as well, since high speed is only needed in the hottest 
parts of the day. 

One other bit of equipment that we have recently 
tested in a South Carolina state park is the Townsend 
saw chain (for power chain saws) which practically 
eliminates kick-back. An article in a recent issue of The 
Homeowner magazine awarded this device its 
Homeowner Approved Product Award for innovation, 
quality and value. Assisting in the evaluation of this 
product were Dave Blackwell and the other rangers of 
Paris Mountain State Park. 

Providing the facilities for today's mixed bag of 
recreational vehicles and camping equipment is no easy 
job for the South Carolina state park system, but 
although the equipment has changed, the people who 
enjoy camping haven't. During the taping of one of our 
recent Camping South episodes, we stopped at the 
campsite of John Baker of Hickory, North Carolina who 
said that he had been camping to this particular park for 
24 years. When we asked him why, he offhandedly 
created an itemized list as he spoke: the good system of 
interstate highways from his home to the coast, the 
ocean location of the park, the facilities nearby... but 
then he paused. "I guess the real reason is the 
hospitality," he said. "Yeah, that's it, it's the people that 
you meet here and those that work here, and that makes 
a lot of difference." 

It really does make a lot of difference, and that spirit of 
hospitality is probably projected to more visitors and 
residents by the personnnel of South Carolina state 
parks than any other state representatives. You may well 
be one of South Carolina's most valuable resources! 

Editor's note: Evan Powell has long been an avid 
supporter of the South Carolina state park system. He 
originated the Weekend Ramblers family camping 
features for numerous camping publications during the 
seventies and eighties, and has also filmed camping 
segments for local television programs. Other outlets for 
his articles have been in Popular Science, for which he 
has been the Southeast Editor. He works out of the 
Chestnut Mountain Research Center at Route 2, 
Taylors. Some of his recent treks have taken him to 
Huntington Beach State Park in the course of testing the 
new Armstrong Tredloc tires and TV coverage for 
Camping South features. 



DISTRICT NEWS (Con't.) 

WOODS BAY 

Groups of all types congregate at South 
Carolina state parks. Here's a CCC group that 
met earlier this summer at Poinsett. 

A neat introduction to the nature trail at 
Lynches River State Park is this sign/trail map 
built by former superintendent Ray Stevens. 
(Send us a photo of your trail sign; you never 
know where it might appear! Ed.) 

Here we are, coming to you from the most beautiful 
swamp in South Carolina! 

Our park use is up over last year, as is our canoe 
rentals. I have spent many pleasant hours taking school 
groups through the park. Most of them have never seen 
anything like it, and they really enjoy it here. Many have 
been back with their parents. I've also had the pleasure 
to talk about the history of South Carolina state parks 
with children in their classrooms. 

In April we held a Spring Wildflower Walk here at the 
park. We had a very good crowd and everyone that came 
had a good time. Dr. Larry Swails from Frances Marion 
College led the walk. I learned a lot from him, as did 
everyone. We've had several groups visiting during the 
past few months; nature groups, birders, etc. 

We held a Natural History Seminar on July 13, with a 
good crowd in attendance. Mark Dutton and I gave talks 
on the history of the bay and mill pond, and we also had a 
slide program. We hope to have more programs of this 
type in the future. 

For those of you that have never experienced the 
natural peace and beauty of Woods Bay, you should 
come and visit! When you sit, look, and listen to the 
sights and sounds of this beautiful bay, you will feel that 
much closer to God. 

I would like to welcome my new ranger, John 
Lawrence, who started work July 5th. Johnny comes 
from Calhoun Falls and is single. I believe that he wili be a 
good addition to our park system. 

I hope that all of you have had a good summer, and a 
safe one also. May God bless you all. 

Dennis Hart 
Superintendent 

Woods Bay Superintendent Dennis Hart at the 
park's "Natural History Seminar," telling 
about the history of Woods Bay. 

Cheraw State Park was the site for a nature 
program for mentally disturbed children from 
the Tri-County Mental Health Center in 
Chesterfield, S.C. 



Autumn Leadbeater ,  seasonal  natura l i s t /  
recreator  a t  Santee ,  led  severa l  groups  of  
campers  to  the  s inkhole  area  th is  summer ,  
lending emphasis  to  her  natura l  h is tory  
in terpre ta t ion of  the  Santee  area .  

The Santee  Lime Sinks  have been acquired  by 
the  Parks  Divis ion as  a  par t  of  Santee  Sta te  
Park .  These  s inks  have been regis tered  as  a  
Her i tage  Si te  under  the  South  Carol ina  
Her i tage  Trus t  Program.  

Many improvements  have been made to  the  
Thomas Sumter  Bur ia l  S i te  in  Sumter  County .  

Santee  Sta te  Park  has  two new outdoor  nature  
d isplays  tha t  were  des igned and produced by 
Joe  Watson and Mark Dut ton.  These  displays  
in terpre t  s ta te  record  f ish  of  Santee-Cooper  
and var ious  b i rds  found a t  Santee  Sta te  Park .  



DISTRICT NEWS (Con't.) 

District III 

The Lake Hartwell construction is coming along 
nicely with the campsites, water and electrical hook-ups 
basically completed. Construction on the park store and 
three comfort stations is well underway. The park crew is 
underbrushing, building catch basins and keeping busy 
with a number of other projects. 

Louie Holcombe, Maintenance Supervisor at Table 
Rock and Kurt Porter, Ranger I at Paris Mountain 
are the latest arrivals in District III. We wish them the 
best and hope that they both have long and rewarding 
careers with our state park system. 

In closing, I would like to thank the staffs of all District 
III parks for the hard work and dedication they have 
shown this summer. I don't have the time (and this 
newsletter does not have room) for me to list all the 
worthwhile accomplishments during this summer 
season. 

Horace Craig 
District III Superintendent 

This has been a very good season for District III 
state parks! The first two weeks of the summer season 
saw temperatures rise to the middle and high 90's. After 
that, the weather turned cool for a short period, causing 
attendance in swimming areas to drop. Attendance and 
revenue since that time have been good. 

The temperature at Caesars Head has only 
reached 82 degrees this summer, so if you're looking for 
a cool spot, come on up! Work has begun on the 
interpretive areas and storage at the park store, and a 
well site has been chosen for future drilling. 

The Croft pool has been busy this summer because 
of the hot days and an increase in camping. This summer 
has also seen a new sewer system added at the pool, 
which has taken the complex off a treatment plant. Who 
said that the old way wasn't better? 

Tabic Rock and Pleasant Ridge have spent the 
summer dealing with drainfield problems. In the 
meantime, a new well and tank have been installed at 
Paris Mountain's Camp Buckhorn. 

Many church conventions in Greenville during the 
summer have kept the campground filled and the 
swimming area crowded. Several small tornadoes 
touched down at Sadlers Creek, leaving quite a few 
large oaks down. Several personnel from the district, 
with the help of Henry Rush and the heavy maintenance 
crew, assisted the park crew with clean-up. Leonard 
Jones had Bobby Altman haul quite a few logs back to 
the Service and Supply Center to be used for firewood 
this winter. 

Native plantings and an attractive roofed sign 
beckon travelers on U.S. 276 to stop and spend 
some time at Caesars Head State Park. 



Oconee State Park 

Besides providing its traditional summer fun of 
softball, volleyball, hikes, swimming, and other activities, 
Oconee State Park hosted many special guests for its 
weekend evening programs. The popular Friday night 
square dances with the Dixie Bluegrass Boys provided 
perfect settings for guest clogging teams, including 
Stumphouse Stompers of Walhalla, White Lightning of 
Anderson, Apple Dumpin' Cloggers of Seneca, and the 
Electric City Cloggers of Anderson. 

Saturday evening talent programs entertained park 
visitors with the Cedar Grove Baptist Church Youth 
Singers of Belton, "Light" of Mt. Springs Baptist Church 
in Easley, the Southern Harmony Quartet from 
Travelers Rest, the College Street Singers from 
Walhalla, Gary Stamper from Knoxville, Tennessee and 
several bluegrass bands including the Blue Ridge Pickers 
from Anderson, and String Fever. 

Oconee's summer was also highlighted by its Fourth of 
July Field Day Celebration. Park visitors demonstrated 
their skills in ping-pong, horseshoes, and carpet golf, and 
they competed in numerous old-fashioned field events 
from the three-legged race and the fifty-yard dash to the 
egg toss and an apple-bobbin' contest. The day ended 
with an awards ceremony and a bluegrass concert. 

Good, clean family fun never ends at Oconee State 
Park! 

New interpretive area in the former basket 
room of Oconee's bathhouse. 

Bob Cothran 
Superintendent 

Split rail fencing, native shrubs and flowers 
spice up the entrance at Caesars Head. 



DISTRICT NEWS (Con't.) 

^Jreeting from Lower Calhoun Falls State 
Park! That's correct! At the time of this writing, I am 
sitting on a concrete block looking out over the 
swimming area of this newest park site. Opened on July 
19th with temporary facilities, it is already a popular arer 
with the local residents. Until permanent facilities are 
constructed, swimming will be free to the public. A boat 
ramp is also available for use during hours of park 
operation. The area is open Wednesday through Sunday 
from 11 a.m. until 6 p.m. (until 7 p.m. on Saturday and 
Sunday). 

The cooperation and extra efforts of many people 
made the opening of this area possible. To the PRT staff 
members who assisted, I would like to express my 
appreciation, especially to J.R. Altman and his "crew" 
(James, Kelly and Lawrence, the "preacher.") The local 
residents helped in many ways and have proved to be 
very cooperative. Mel Felder was recently promoted to 
this area to operate this park and look after other park 
properties on Lake Russell. Congratulations are 
extended to him and his wife as they move into this 
community. 

I would also like to express my thanks to the staffs of 
each park in my district for the work you are doing. 
Overall the complaints have been few, so you are doing 
something right! 

Keep it up! 

Andrew Jackson State Park 

This Spring has brought some notable dignitaries to 
our park. Lancaster County is celebrating its 
Bicentennial and coming to Lancaster to be a part of the 
celebration were the mayors of Lancaster, Pennsylvania 
and Lancaster, England. Part of their visitation was to 
Andrew Jackson State Park, where they toured our 
school house and museum. 

Also part of the celebration was the dedication of the 
North Carolina-South Carolina cornerstone, which is 
about two miles from the park. Governor Riley was 
present and he and his wife came to the park after the 
dedication. They were greeted by the local residents and 
then treated to a short presentation from "Listen and 
Remember", a local outdoor play about Andrew 
Jackson. After the presentation, Governor Riley and his 
wife toured our museum and school house. 

We have continued to show an increase in our 
camping with 349 units ahead of last year as of the end of 
June. Other areas have also been shown an increase and 
hopefully, with the movement of industry in our 
direction, it will continue. 

James Taylor 
Superintendent 

Harping on Harmonious Happenings 
at Hamilton Branch 

Here's a little inside look at what's happening at 
Hamilton Branch State Park. We are getting ready for a 
little cosmetic surgery. Our ten miles of paved road are 
going to be repaved during the latter part of the summer! 
No more potholes for us! 

At our park entrance you will now see a handmade, 
rough cut, split rail fence and a newer landscape design. 

The contact station at Hamilton Branch also has a new 
addition. From now until Labor Day weekend we have an 
exhibit of Indian artifacts found in the area. These 
artifacts are on loan from private individuals. 

On the business side of things: our revenues have 
risen above last year's figures despite the fact that 
camping and day use are somewhat down. We attribute 
the decrease to extreme weather such as record 
breaking temperatures, as well as to the fact that Clark's 
Hill Lake is down 3.3 feet, a situation which discourages 
fishermen and boaters. 

C.F. Parkman 
District IV Superintendent 

Steve Edison 
Superintendent 



Baker Creek State Park Chester State Park 

Hello from all of us here at Baker Creek! This year 
has really been an unusual one. We have had a lot of 
personnel changes, increased visitation and the unusual 
problems that all of us have encountered at one time or 
another. 

Visitation this year has really been up in most areas. 
Our camping is up about 5% over last year. Counting the 
increase in cost, this puts our camping revenue up about 
15%. We have had a lot more families and first timers to 
use the park this year. The daily visitation is also up 
about 25% over last year. We have had a lot more church 
groups using the park this year. We still had a couple of 
companies using the park for their company picnics. 
These went off without a hitch. We had local girl scouts 
using the park for their day camps. 

The weather this year has been a little more 
cooperative. This has helped on visitation. With all this 
dry weather comes low water on the lakes, which has 
effected fishing somewhat. There aren't as many boats 
running up and down the lake as last year, but we still 
have the local speed boaters keeping the water stirred 
up. 

We have really been getting alot of compliments about 
the way the buildings look, and about the park's 
appearance. This is due to all the work which was done 
during the winter and spring. The park staff has really 
worked hard to keep the park looking good. 1 would like 
to thank Mr. Parkman for all his help over the past year, 
and Ted Williams and his staff for their help. 

The staff here at Baker Creek are doing well. Michael 
Gooding, his wife Sybil, and their son Blake have 
survived their first year at Baker Creek, and have 
celebrated Blake's first birthday. Larry Joe (Tractor 
Man) Scarborough is doing well and is getting used to 
living on the park. After working 2 years as a park aide 
here at Baker Creek, he says that living on the park is a 
lot different than working eight hours and leaving. He 
says that he will adjust. My wife Wendy and kids Katie 
and Lee are doing great. With the celebration of our 13th 
wedding anniversary we are looking for a lot more in the 
future. 

I hope that everyone out there will be extra careful 
while working in his or her own park. One word to the 
wise. Don't think that bad accidents can't happen on 
your park, because as soon as you do, you open the door 
for anything that could possibly happen. I know from 
experience. Please be careful and come by and see us. 

Roy Atkinson 
Superintendent 

"He was this big, but he got away!" Fishing is 
an activity that many park visitors enjoy. 
Hillary Cunningham "hams it up" for State 
Parks Naturalist Mark Dutton during a recent 
swing through Chester State Park. Like many 
South Carolina state parks, Chester has a 
beautiful lake (161 acres) for visitors to enjoy. 

The early spring weather brings park visitors out of 
hibernation and into the parks. Heavy shelter usage 
begins in early April with family reunions and continues 
into the summer months with clubs, organizations, 
churches, and company picnics. 

The Chester Arts Council conducted art classes at the 
park for three weeks this summer. Springs Mills, Virginia 
Chemical, Sun Chemical, Chester Sportswear, Borden's 
and G AF are just a few of the local companies which held 
employee picnics at Chester State Park. The Chester 
Lions Club, Rotary Club, Merchant's Association and 
Dixie Youth Baseball Teams were among the many 
organizations which enjoyed outings at Chester State 
Park. 

The second Archery Club Bowhunters Shoot of the 
season was held in June with a large turnout. 

Several improvements have been made at the park 
this spring. The landscaping project has been completed 
at the Superintendent's and Ranger's residence. Shrubs 
have been planted around the ballfield, community 
building, camping area entrance and restroom. The 
landscaping will continue this fall to include placing 
timbers around the picnic shelters to prevent erosion. 
Through the help of the County Supervisor we were able 
to obtain several truck loads of fill dirt to cover tree roots 
in the picnic area and fill potholes on the road to the 
boathouse. 

Another addition to Chester State Park is the pay 
telephone located near the entrance to the camping 
area. The phone began receiving heavy usage 
immediately as it eliminates a three-mile drive into town 
to use the nearest pay phone. Campers and day use 
persons have expressed their appreciation for this added 
convenience. 

I hope all the parks have experienced a good accident 
free summer. We will all look forward to the approaching 
fall when the pace will once again slow down and we can 
catch our breath. 

Wayne Timms 
Superintendent 



DISTRICT NEWS (Con t.) 

Hickory Knob State Resort Park 

Though every day of the year is busy at Hickory 
Knob, the summer brings extra excitement as old friends 
and new faces arrive to spend their summer vacation 
with us. Over four thousand golfers have challenged the 
eighteen holes of the golf course. Skiers, boaters and 
fishermen stop in the Tackle Shop for gas and a snack. 
The restaurant and gift shop continuously feed our 
hungry guests and send them home with souvenirs of a 
special vacation. And when they are not on the golf 
course, in the pool, on the lake or in the restaurant, you 
can find many of them involved in the activities planned 
just for our guests. 

This summer's visitors have had the opportunity to 
enjoy one of South Carolina's best wildlife displays on 
exhibit in the lodge. Eddie and Judy Wilson, son and 
daughter-in-law of Robert Wilson, Park Ranger, loaned 
examples of their taxidermy art featuring mounted deer, 
bass and ducks. Beaver, bobcat, fox and racoons seem 
ready to burst to life. Everyone's favorite is the mother 
deer with her two still-born fawns who were killed by an 
automobile just outside the park. The work of the 
Wilson's is not only excellent in quality but also exhibits 
true love and understanding of wildlife in South Carolina. 

Summer programs will continue daily through August 
with activities such as marshmallow roasts, nature 
walks, snake feeding, and crafts for all ages. As fall 
arrives we will watch for the hunters and fishermen to fill 
the park once again. Fall programs will include fishing 
tournaments and craft workshops. We will all look 
forward to the chance to catch our breath and wait for 
next summer. 

Ted Williams 
Superintendent 

Kings Mountain State Park 

A busy summer season continues at Kings 
Mountain State Park. We have been swamped with 
summer campers as well as day users. Camping has 
been especially crowded on the weekends. We had a 
busy week of the 4th of July. Our campground was 
overflowing and many people came out on the 4th to 
enjoy cookouts and barbeques, as well as an afternoon 
swim, pedal boat ride and a game of carpet golf. 

Lyn McConnell is, once again this year, doing a good 
job with recreation programs. Among some of her 
programs have been a live country band, a talent show, 
and a womanless beauty pageant. 

Attendance at the Living History Farm has been very 
good this summer. Two program specialists have been 
hired to do living history programs. Typical meals of the 
1850's have been cooked over the open fire and dutch 
oven. These delicious meals were enjoyed by the park 
staff, and included roast beef, venison, turtle stew, fresh 
vegetables, and homemade corn bread. 

Progress continues to be made on the new park office. 
The maintenance crew is restoring the old two-story log 
house which was donated to the park and moved here in 
February. 

Both of our lakes, Crawford and York, have been 
stocked with grass carp in an effort to reduce the over 
abundance of weeds. 

The nursery continues to pot plants, trying to fill up the 
greenhouses for Fall. We would like to urge each park to 
come pick up a supply of plants. 

Once again we have formed a Kings Mountain 
Rangers and A-II's softball team.Their record to date is 2-
1. 

We have a fine staff of A-II's this year. They are all 
brand new, but have all been willing to work hard. 

We would like to welcome to our staff our new Ranger 
I, Jimbo Ingram. 

Our congratulations to Jay and Karen Hopper, who 
are expecting their second child within the next month. 

We are all looking forward to the cooler weather and 
the slower pace of fall. We would also like to invite 
everyone to visit during the annual Pioneer Days and 
Muzzleloaders Conclave which will be held Sept. 21 and 
22. 

Lew Cato 
Superintendent 

Construction work in Group Camp Cherokee 
at Kings Mountain State Park. 



Lake Greenwood State Park Landsford Canal State Park 

Campground renovations in June!", has been the 
cry we have repeatedly heard this year. As nature would 
have it, the renovation of our 100 site campground just 
happened to coincide with the best spring and early 
summer that we've experienced in several years. 
Although we had at least 50 sites closed at all times from 
mid-April until the last week in June, our campsite 
occupancy rate has increased 24% over last year. We 
have constantly turned away campers as we try to 
upgrade the campground facilities. 

Park use and revenue are both showing an increase of 
over 20% above last year. If the beautiful weather 
continues, we should see marked increases in every 
facet of our operations. 

We are noticing an increase in the number of out-of 
state campers returning to Lake Greenwood and South 
Carolina to spend their vacations. Most of these visitors 
are quick to point out that the thing that impresses them 
the most about our state park system is the friendliness 
of our employees, both full time and seasonal. 

The staff at Greenwood whole heartedly thank J.R. 
Altman and his crew, James, Kelly and Lawrence, for the 
long, hard hours they have put in, trying to renovate the 
campground and at the same time keep as many sites as 
possible open. It meant working around people and 
temporarily changing water lines and electrical service. 
Thanks! 

I would also like to thank all the rangers and the A ll 
personnel for the job they have done. There have been 
many situations that have taken a great deal of patience. 

Joe Hambright, Jr. 
Superintendent 

Landsford Canal State Park has experienced a 
wonderful spring and summer. 

The spring flower and canal walk were both successful 
again this year. Many thanks to Mike Foley and all the 
personnel involved that make the canal and flower walk 
such a successful and enjoyable experience for the park 
visitors. (We heard many wonderful comments on the 
above.) 

Landsford Canal has had an increase in the number of 
fishermen and picnickers and the number of park visitors 
has increased 7.9% since last year. Visitors are realizing 
that Landsford Canal has more to offer than picnicking 
and fishing. 

Marshall L. Brucke 
Superintendent 

Lake Wateree Stale Park 

The newest addition to the state park system is no 
longer a secret, as South Carolina's 41st state park has 
officially been opened! The first few months were slow, 
then an informative article in The State newspaper let 
everyone know of the park's opening. The response has 
been tremendous, the campground has been filled 
several times and the visitors really enjoy the tackle 
shop, pier, boat ramp, and picnic area. The weekends 
have been extra busy with camping clubs and fishing 
tournaments. We look forward to hosting more 
tournaments and offering more activities. 

Everyone worked very hard to prepare for our official 
grand opening ceremonies. We had a large crowd and 
everyone was very excited about their new park. Most 
PRT central office personnel were present and several 
commission members, state and local elected officials 
were also in attendance. The day was a big success and 
served as a big first step in the park's new beginning. 

There is more to opening a new park than any of us 
ever thought. There were so many helping hands that all 
can't be mentioned without omitting someone; but a 
special thanks to all those involved. We also thank other 
parks who have told their visitors about Lake Wateree. 

We now look forward to the challenges ahead. Enjoy 
the fall and winter months and plan to come see your 
newest State Park. 

Phil Gaines 
Superintendent 

Campground re-wiring at Lake Greenwood 
State Park. 



DISTRICT NEWS (Con't.) 

Sesqui has some new bridges to help walkers 
keep their feet dry through some of the 
"swampy" areas of the nature trail. The park 
personnel built the bridges in the park shop on 
rainy days. Sections were carried to the creek 
area of the trail and fastened together by 
Ranger Rod Corley and the park's A-2 crew. 
This project was accomplished when things 
were slow and other duties had been taken 
care of. 

Sesquicentennial State Park 

Sesqui State Park has been able to offer programs 
only on a limited basis this summer, since there has not 
been a full-time programs leader at our park. But Scott 
Cornelius, Recreator/Naturalist Supervisor was able to 
offer programs several times this summer. Programs 
offered were pedal boat races, carpet golf tournament, 
nature walk and evening programs which consisted of a 
campfire, sing-a-long, and bingo. All programs had great 
participation by both campers and day use visitors. This 
park has great potential and there is a great need for a full 
time programs leader here. Hopefully this position will be 
provided in the near future. 

George Gordon 
Superintendent 



PROGRAMS SECTION REPORT 

The summer of '85 proved to be the best yet in 
regard to our on-park seasonal recreation and nature 
programs. Joe Watson and Barbara Lang did an 
excellent job recruiting our summer programs personnel 
in spite of the increased competition for quality 
employees. 

A major factor in the success of this year's summer 
programs was the hiring of a "roving" supervisor of 
seasonal programs leaders. Scott Cornelius of North 
Carolina State University was hired to devote his 
complete attention to assisting and supporting 
recreators and naturalists. Our thanks to him for his 
hard work and for his willingness to travel on the 
"economy plan." 

Len Bradley has organized dozens of living history 
demonstrations at the Kings Mountain Farm. 

NEW INTERPRETIVE FACILITIES 
Oconee State Park now boasts a small nature center 

that came about as a result of the renovation of the old 
basket room at the bathhouse. Mark Dutton, Joe 
Watson, and seasonal naturalist James Barnwell worked 
diligently to get this facility open by June 1st. 

New outdoor interpretive displays were installed at 
Santee beside the nature center in late spring. 

FAMILY NATURE OUTINGS 
Mark Dutton has used a portion of his tremendous 

energy to plan and coordinate several family nature 
programs in the past few weeks. These included an 
outing at Poinsett designed with youngsters as young as 
two years old in mind. Superintendent Eddie Nesbitt and 
his staff had an already beautiful park in immaculate 
condition for a crowd that was three times larger than 
expected. 

The Woods Bay Natural History Seminar was the 
result of the combined efforts of Mark Dutton and 
Superintendent Dennis Hart. Dennis's presentation was 
so well received that he is "on line" to do more. 

NEW BROCHURES 
We are gradually improving the printed material 

offered by this Division. New park brochures include 
Pleasant Ridge, Dreher Island, and Lake Wateree. The 
Santee brochure has been improved and changed to full 
color. Recently completed was an "Upcountry" 
brochure that highlights state parks near Interstate 85 
and S.C. Highway 11. 

The Upcountry brochure is a concept that we are 
using to publicize as many park areas as possible in a 
region. It was first done through a Coastal Parks 
brochure about three years ago. This enables us to 
include a number of parks that do not have their own 
brochures. 

PHOTOGRAPHS 
One of the most difficult parts of designing a new 

brochure is selecting good photographs. In spite of a 
rather large file of slides and black-and white prints, we 
are forever looking for good photographs. 

Hopefully, this problem will be lessened by the State 
Park Photo Contest. We are in the process of soliciting 
prints and slides from the general public, with copies to 
be added to our files. 

Even though employees are not eligible, we solicit your 
help by encouraging park visitors to enter the contest. A 
first place award of $500, a second place award of a free 
week's vacation in a state park cabin, plus Park 
Passports and season swimming passes will be given in 
the three categories of black-and-white prints, color 
slides and color prints. All entries will be forwarded for 
consideration in a regional contest for additional prizes. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
The schedule of special events through the end of the 

year is one of the most ambitious yet. We also feel that it 
can result in some of the best programs to date. 

All park employees and their families are invited and 
encouraged to participate in these activities. 

New activities include Colonial Dining at Charles 
Towne Landing, and a Shorebirding Workshop at 
Huntington Beach. Pioneer Days and the Atalaya 
Festival at Huntington Beach are in their ninth and tenth 
years respectively. 

Dan Turpin 
Programs Coordinator 

State Parks Naturalist Mark Dutton helps 
youngsters make "nature solar prints" at the 
Family Nature Outing held August 3 at 
Poinsett State Park. 



PERSONNEL CHANGES 

NEW EMPLOYEES 

Phillip Burton - Ranger I, Greenwood 
Peter Crawford Ranger I, Poinsett 
Bobby J. Haynes • Ranger I, Myrtle Beach 
James Ingram Ranger I, Kings Mountain 
John Lawrence Ranger I, Woods Bay 
Tamara K. Lindley • Canteen Operator, Hickory 

Knob 
Ellen M. McLaughlin - Custodial Supervisor I, 

Hickory Knob 
Curtis W. Porter Ranger I, Paris Mountain 
Rene K. Riddle - P.M.A., Hunting Island 
Larry J. Scarborough Ranger I, Baker Creek 
Shprinzy Zeigler • Canteen Operator, Hickory Knob 
Mickey Smith • Ranger I, Dreher Island 

LATERAL TRANSFERS 

Frank W. Dodson From Ranger I, Baker Creek to 
Ranger I, Redcliffe 

Lewis D. Holloway - From Master Craftsman, 
Hickory Knob to Master Craftsman, Maintenance 

RESIGNATIONS 

Mark Baker Ranger I, Lee 
Davis Butts Ranger I, Redcliffe 
William G. Roger Ranger I, Hunting Island 
Stanley Looper Supt. II, Little Pee Dee 
Tony A. McCray - Ranger I, Woods Bay 
Jimmy Sims Ranger I, Table Rock 

Jerry Spivey (left) Homer Stanton (right) 

PROMOTIONS & TRANSFERS 

Roger D. Ardis From Ranger II, Hickory Knob to 
Assistant Supt., Santee 

Robert K. Arthur - From Ranger I, Greenwood to 
Ranger II, Poinsett 

Michael Clark • From Ranger III, Huntington Beach to 
Master Craftsman, Hickory Knob 

Steve Egan - FromP.M.A., Hunting Island to Assistant 
Supt., Myrtle Beach 

Mel Felder From Ranger II, Poinsett to Ranger III, 
Calhoun Falls 

Frederick Ford From Ranger I, Myrtle Beach to 
Ranger II, Huntington Beach 

Bernice Holloway - From Accounting Clerk, Hickory 
Knob to Administrative Specialist, Hickory Knob 

Miriam Patterson From Custodial Supervisor, 
Hickory Knob to Accounting Clerk, Hickory Knob 

Thomas Raynor - From Ranger II, Huntington Beach 
to Ranger III, Huntington Beach 

Jerry M. Spivey - From Assistant Supt., Myrtle Beach 
to Supt. II, Little Pee Dee 

David Stancil - From Ranger I, Pleasant Ridge to 
Ranger II, Hickory Knob 

Homer Stanton From Assistant Supt., Santee to 
Supt., Barnwell 



WHAT THEY'RE SAYING ABOUT US...! 

It's a well-known fact that our first impressions are 
usually correct, and are difficult to change. If we like a 
person or a place at first glance or first meeting, it's not 
likely that our opinion will change drastically. 
And...that's why it's important for those of us in the 
business of serving the public at state parks to remember 
that people's first impressions are all-important (and we 
can help them to form a positive opinion of us by being 
pleasant in our dealings with them!) 

Read what out-of-state visitor Regina Robbins had to 
say about her family's first visit to a South Carolina state 
park: 

"During the Fourth of July week we had our first 
visit to Myrtle Beach State Park. We had a 
marvelous time, and not just because of the good 
weather and excellent beach. Out sons, 6 and 11, 
so enjoyed the activities conducted by Recreator 
Shea Shealy and Naturalist Jackie Case that we 
stayed an extra day. The ladies are to be 
congratulated on their enthusiasm and fine 
programs. ..Congratulations also for the fine staff at 
Myrtle Beach State Park." 
At a time when we're besieged with the usual 

stereotyped opinion of "young people" by the older 
generation, it's refreshing to hear that young people, in 
general, aren't a bunch of trouble-makers! Many of us 
"old fogies" have just forgotten that we participated in 
similar acts of devilment when we were that age! Here's a 
letter to the editor of the Walterboro Press and Standard 
by Jo Ashley of Walterboro. Entitled "Super Young 
People Work at Park," it paints a very impressive picture 
of the young adults serving the public at Edisto Beach 
State Park (and is surely indicative of the calibre of folks 
at our other state parks!) 

"So often we hear of the bad things our young 
people do, and, certainly, much of it is true; 
HOWEVER, this letter is in praise of very special 
young people who make Edisto Beach State Park a 
safe and dean place for us to visit. 

First, let me tell you about the lifeguards! As a 
frequent visitor to the park, I had often wondered 
just how effective these young people would be in a 
true emergency. Well, I more than got an answer to 
my question on the Fourth of July! 

Two grown men on a plastic raft fell off of their 
raft in eight feet of water - neither of them knows 
how to swim. I was lying about ten feet from one of 
the lifeguard stands when I heard the lifeguard blow 

his whistle. By the time I got to a sitting position 
(which was pretty fast), five of the lifeguards were 
already in the water while a sixth ran for the phone 
to alert park officials and the paramedic, who had 
gone home for lunch, that there was an emergency. 

Hundreds of us stood on the beach and watched 
as these young people braved the waves and 
undertow to rescue the two men and bring them 
safely ashore. 

I saw two of the lifeguards come back to their 
stand too exhausted to do more than hang onto it 
for support while they caught their breath. Yet, it 
was only a matter of minutes before they were back 
on the job. 

Two very lucky adults owe their lives to these 
young people. 

I just wonder if these adults and their families 
remembered to say, "THANK YOU FOR 
SAVING MY LIFE!" 

Next, let me tell you about the group of young 
people who are known as the "grounds crew." 
Members of this crew do such unglamorous tasks 
as pick up garbage, clean bathrooms, and even dig 
up a clogged septic tank line when necessary. This 
crew spent many hours before the Fourth getting 
the park in shape for the large influx of people who 
arrived on the Fourth new picnic tables were built 
and some 35 extra trash cans were placed in the 
picnic area. 

I could not believe my eyes!!! The trash cans 
were turned upside down and used for seats and 
tables while cups, plates, chicken bones, rib bones, 
etc., were thrown on the ground! 

Thanks to the people who did this, your tax 
dollars and mine were spent paying these young 
people to do clean up on the Fifth of July!! Their 
time could have been better spent doing some park 
beautification for the many out-of-state visitors 
who use the camping facilities as well as the picnic 
facilities at the park. 

Here again, if those of you who visited the park 
on the Fourth did not say "THANK YOU" to the 
"grounds crew," I will do it for you. Also, we should 
thank the young people who work at the front gate 
and in the Trading Post (the park store). 

When you visit Edisto Beach State Park, please 
take time to meet the State Park Rangers who 
coordinate the efforts of these young people. 
These men do a fine job. 

In closing, let me say I was more than 
IMPRESSED on the Fourth of July. These young 
people I saw in action are truly "SUPER YOUNG 
PEOPLE!!!" 
Having lived in South Carolina for thirty years (and 

worked for PRT for the last fifteen), it gives me a warm 
feeling to hear such words of praise for our state and its 
state park system. 

First impressions...yes, they are lasting! Now ask 
yourself the question, "what are people's first 
impressions of me?" I hope that you're pleased with the 
answer to that question! If not, you alone can change it... 

Dana L. Sawyer 
Editor 
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Lake Wateree State Park became South Carolina's 41st state park when it was dedicated 
on June 14. At left, PRT Commission Chairman Charles Bundy addressed the crowd at the 
dedication ceremony. At right, a fisherman prepares to launch his boat on the park's boat 
ramp. Other facilities at the park include a 72-site campground, a tackle shop/park store 
with an in-hoat refueling station, a picnic area and a large park area adjacent to the dual-
lane concrete boat ramp. Serving the public at Lake Wateree State Park are 
Superintendent Phil Gaines and Ranger Harold Pate. 


