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FROM THE DIRECTOR 

State Parks Director Ray Sisk was an avid sportsman even 
in his earlier years. Sisk (right) and one of his Army 
buddies show off a prize catch. Photo taken during World 
War II in Florida. 
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From all indications so far this summer it appears that 
we are in for another good season. Attendance and 
revenues are up somewhat. I've observed that all of our 
parks are ready for the summer season. This is a 
compliment to you and your staff, as you have made many 
improvements and repairs over the winter months. 

A special thanks to you and Melanie Brodie and the staff 
at Kings Mountain nursery for all of the annual plants that 
have been set out. I am impressed with the Clemson orange 
marigolds. 

We appreciate all of the work you are doing on our CCC 
Reunion. I'm amazed at the response we have had from 
former members of the CCC program. They have 
contributed many old photos dealing with their work. We 
will have these photos as well as some tools used by them on 
display. 

In this issue we will start a series spotlighting our retired 
personnel in an effort to keep you updated on what they're 
doing. 

We were all saddened by the news on Friday, June 1, of 
the death of Lee Jordan. Lee had been retired for five years 
from the state park system after 20 years of service. 

Lee served as a Ranger at Myrtle Beach and as a 
Superintendent at Greenwood, Santee, Hunting Island, 
Myrtle Beach, Huntington Beach and Kings Mountain State 
Parks. 

Lee will always be remembered as a dedicated employee 
who was always willing to take any assignment that was 
asked of him. He was known as an excellent troubleshooter 
for the Department, which led him to be superintendent of 
more state parks (six) than any other employee. 

Our sincerest expressions of sympathy are extended to 
Blanche and the family. 

Ray M. Sisk 
Director 

Division of State Parks 



OPERATIONS REPORT 

SULLEN, SUMMER SYNDROME "BELT IT' 

During this time of year, when visitation is at its 
peak, there is a potential for both minor and major 
problems at your park. There are long working hours 
which, along with the physical labor, tire the body and 
mind. Each day you may feel a little more tired than the 
day before. This tends to continue for the entire heavy 
use season. As this happens, you may notice that small 
problems become more frequent. You load the mower 
but forget the gas. The money count at close-out time 
requires that you recount it four times before you get it 
right. 

You may notice that other employees do little things 
that aggravate you. Before long, you are sure that it is 
intentional. The park visitors also begin to change their 
attitudes and they seem to be causing more problems. 

When these type things begin to happen, consider that 
the problem just may not be with everyone else. It may be 
with you! You may be seeing symptoms of the dreaded 
peak season disease that I refer to as "mental 
numbness." It can be a devastating disability. Each of us 
may display different symptoms or a combination of 
symptoms. They range from a short temper to avoiding 
contact with the park visitors. It can make you careless 
and accident prone. It can cause errors in your reports. 
Some people will even slip into a semi-conscious state. 

"Mental Numbness" is a reality that is an operational 
problem. Superintendents must be looking for the 
symptoms in his employees. He must also realize that 
Superintendents are not immune to the problem. 

The only cure is the end of the peak season but the 
problem must be treated when the symptoms appear. 
You must first realize that you or your employees have 
the problem, so learn to recognize the symptoms. Be 
able to discuss the problem, and try to come up with a 
treatment that will keep the symptoms from becoming 
terminal. You may be able to shift working hours 
between employees or switch off certain duties between 
employees. Above all, superintendents must use positive 
supervisory skills. 

Taking your day off and getting out of the park almost 
always gives temporary relief. 

If you can't do that, try a cold shower after work and 
pray that the door bell doesn't ring before morning. 

You have to keep your mind working. The division 
cannot and you cannot afford to work in a semi
conscious state. We have to be sharp when the pressure 
is at its peak. When all else fails, remember that visitation 
will peak in July and fall will arrive sometime in the 
future. 

Charles Harrison 
Chief of Operations 

The Division of South Carolina Department of 
Parks, Recreation and Tourism is involved in an 
incentive program along with other state agencies to 
promote safety belt usage and awareness among state 
employees. 

The 1982 national statistical figures reveal that 
18,140,000 total accidents occurred within 25 miles of 
home. 

Total Accidents 18,140,000 
Deaths 43,045 
Injuries 1,700,000 

The economic loss as a result of total deaths and injuries 
was $52.7 billion. 

In 1983 South Carolina statistics recorded reveal: 
Total Accidents 82,949 
Deaths 841 
Injuries 21,206 
The economic loss as a result of total deaths and 

injuries in South Carolina was $370 million dollars. 
The following statistics show the number of state 

employees involved in accidents: 
Total Accidents 525 
Deaths 3 
Injuries 148 
Don't say, "It will never happen to me," because it can! 

Just take a moment to think - you or your family could 
have been in the above numbers outlined in the statistics. 
Your family needs you in so many ways. 

So "Belt It" for the loved ones in your life. 

Edmond J. Brown 
Safety Coordinator 

£ left be careful out there. M 
I 

• n • -- • 
Belt it! 

Sponsored by the Governor's Office of Highway Safety. DPSP 



ROOSEVELT'S "FOREST ARMY" 
THE CIVILIAN CONSERVATION CORPS 

IN 
SOUTH CAROLINA 

CAMPS 
The average number of CCC camps operated in 

South Carolina was 29. The average distribution of 
camps by services in June, 1937 was as follows: National 
Forests 8, State Forests 2, Private Forests 5, Soil 
Conservation Service 13, Biological Survey 1, National 
Park 1, State Park 1, State Parks 3, Bureau of 
Reclamation 1. 

EMPLOYMENT 
The aggregate number of South Carolina men given 

employment was 48,171. This figure included 42,395 
junior and veteran enrollees and 5,776 non-enrolled 
personnel of camp officers and supervisory workers. 
The number of individuals who worked in South 
Carolina regardless of the state of origin was 49,266. 

WORK ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
Bridges, all types, number 895 
Lookout houses and towers, number 129 
Check dams, erosion control, number 218,047 
Gully tree planting, number 1,478,696 
Trees planted, reforestation, number 56,788,000 
Fighting forest fires, man-days . 113,846 

EXPENDITURES 
Total obligation in South Carolina (est.).. $57,146,020 
Allotments to dependents by enrollees 

(est.) $12,458,000 
Without federal approval to work on private land when 

there were no fire protective organizations, and without 
any land in state ownership, South Carolina could not 
take advantage of the CCC program. The 1933-1934 
legislature placed the administration of the state parks 
under the administration of the State Forest 
Commission. Finally, the federal government approved 
work on timber protective organized lands. 
CAMPS 

The first camps in the state were located at Walhalla, 
Cleveland, Parr, Summerville, Moncks Corner, Fort 
Moultrie, Sumter, Parris Island and Selma. Later there 
were 12 camps located in District I at Georgetown, 
Montmorenci, Waterboro, Florence, Kingstree, Blaney, 
Nichols, Witherbee and Luray. The final three were at 
the Second Corps Area Camps, summer locations in 
Idaho and Montana. During the first few months of 1935, 
the June enrollment was doubled and 17 camps were 
ordered to be constructed because the state had 
acquired more land to work on. When a camp was 
closed, a side camp was established to complete work 
projects. 
FORESTRY 

The usual work projects carried on in the southern 
states were in operation in South Carolina. These 
projects included: lookout towers, cabins, telephone 
lines, firebreaks, roadside clearings, and truck and foot 
trails - all of which aided in the reduction and cost of 
forest fire control in this state. An unusual project was 
developed here in South Carolina. A building housed 
machinery that CCC enrollees used to construct pipe of 
concrete for road drainage. 

At the beginning of the fiscal year 1934, there had been 
established 12 forest protective associations. By 1942, 
county-wide forest fire protection had been extended to 
24 of the 46 counties. 

An interesting development in this state was the 
acquisition of ten acres around each proposed tower site 
so the towerman could get partial subsistence from tilling 
the land - especially on the off-fire season. 

The state forest tree nurseries at Camden, 
Georgetown, Caesar's Head and Bennettsville 
produced, with CCC help, millions of forest seedlings for 
planting idle and eroded lands. The CCC aided in the 
collection of tree cones, extraction of seed, nursery work 
and reforestation. 

Much work was accomplished which aided the 
development of fish and game resources. 

In 1939, two state forests aggregating 121,000 acres in 
Chesterfield and Sumter Counties were leased by the 
federal government to the Forestry Commission for a 
period of 95 years. In addition to the Aiken State Forest, 
which was started in 1934, work on three additional state 
forests was commenced. These state forests were 
located in the following counties: Oconee, Greenville, 
and Lee. Many recreational projects were developed in 
all of these forests, in addition to the development of fire 
protection and timber management. Other work of the 
state forests included timber type mapping and timber 
cruising. 
STATE PARKS 

South Carolina had no state parks previous to 1933. 
Soon thereafter, an area of 704 acres near Cheraw was 
donated to the state, having been purchased by 
donations of Chesterfield County citizens and business 
firms. Other counties were prompt to follow this 
example and, among the first additional areas to be 
deeded to the state for this purpose, were those of 
Givhans Ferry in Dorchester County, Poinsett in Sumter 
County, Myrtle Beach in Horry County, Table Rock in 
Pickens County, Edisto Beach in Charleston County 
and Chester in Chester County. 

In June, 1940, two federally owned recreational 
demonstration areas (Cheraw and Kings Mountain) 
were leased to the State Commission on Forestry and 
included in the state park system. By April, 1941, the 
state system was composed of 16 state parks with a total 
area of 34,753 acres. 

The state parks developed by the CCC comprised the 
following: Aiken, Barnwell, Cheraw, Chester, Edisto 
Beach, Givhans Ferry, Greenwood, Hunting Island, 
Kings Mountain, Lee, Myrtle Beach, Paris Mountain, 
Poinsett, Oconee, Sesqui-Centennial and Table Rock. 

Recreational development was carried on from both 
the forest and the park camps. The recreational 
developments in South Carolina were quite similar to 
what was executed in other states. In addition to the 
usual picnic and camping developments, mention should 
be made of group camping areas, scenic roads, trailer 
camps, beach developments with bathhouses, 
swimming pools, dams with lake areas and landscaping. 
Material from: ROOSEVELT'S FOREST ARMY - A History of the 
Civilian Conservation Corps, 1933-1942 by Perry H. Merrill. With 
permission.) 



RETIREES - WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 

E.R. VREELAND 
FORMER STATE PARK DIRECTOR 

IMr. Vreeland, who retired in 1968, lives on Shull 
Island in Lexington County, on a lakefront lot at Lake 
Murray. Margaret, his wife for over forty years, passed 
away several years ago, so he lives alone. Maria, his 
daughter, lives in Columbia and visits him practically 
every weekend. She travels extensively doing time 
studies for hospitals, but relocated to Columbia several 
years ago to be near her father. 

"Vree," as he's known to his friends, still drives to 
Lexington and Columbia (at the age of eighty-three!) "I 
have several friends that I visit," he said, "but I don't do 
much driving any more." 

Reading is one of Vreeland's pasttimes, and a day does 
not go by without a book finding its way into his hands! 
He particularly enjoys history and novels, and recently 
read ten Readers' Digest condensed books! He is 
presently reading eight Centennial books, which are 
historical novels. National Geographic magazines are 
read from cover to cover, only to wind up on Vreeland's 
coffee table, where they are later picked up and re-read. 

Another hobby that Vree enjoys is jigsaw puzzles, and 
he spends many an enjoyable hour fitting the pieces 
together. He plays a pretty fair game of cribbage, and this 
writer recalls a visit to Vreeland's several years ago when 
he was taught "the fine points of the game!" Another 
term for it is called "getting skunked!" 
An article in the Spring 1978 issue of PARK LITES recounted Mr. 
Vreeland's career with the state park system. Ed.) 



RETIREES • WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 

LEE CHAPPELLS 
RANGER, GREENWOOD 

Lee may have retired about seven years ago, but 
you can't prove it by Greenwood Superintendent Joe 
Hambright! "Lee comes by the park at least once a week 
to check on me!" said Joe. Lee has been retired for about 
seven years after some twenty-four years at Greenwood 
State Park. He commuted for some three years until they 
built a park residence for him and his family. Lee and his 
wife Leona still live about three miles from the park, 
which makes it easy for Lee to run by the park to "check 
on things!" 

Greenwood County has everything that Lee needs, 
and he rarely strays away. "I was born here only a mile 
from the park, and I like to be home when the sun goes 
down," he said. Lee is obviously taking life easy, and 
divides his time between fishing, hanging around the 
house and working in the garden. Lee is expecting a good 
crop of peas, okra, tomatoes, root salad and green 
beans. Fishing is practically a daily requirement for Lee, 
and he makes no bones about the fact that a lot of his 
time is spent holding a fishing pole! Lee and Leona go to 
church every Sunday, and they do make an occasional 
trip to visit relatives in Atlanta. Except for that, they can 
be found not far from home in Greenwood County! 

Lee is quick to boast that during his years at 
Greenwood he was the "best grass cutter" in the system! 
He has fond memories of his years at Greenwood, and 
wanted to be remembered to Ray Sisk, Oscar Kolb and 
Freddie Parkman. He doesn't need to be remembered to 
Joe Hambright, for Joe sees him every week! 

BOB JONES 
DISTRICT III SUPERINTENDENT 

Bob has been retired for some 4]/2 years, and is 
managing to stay busy puttering around the house and in 
the yard, with a little time left over for fishing. Helen used 
to work in the snack bar at Table Rock, but for the past 
six years she has been employed as a ward secretary at 
Cannon Memorial Hospital in Pickens. Bob particularly 
enjoys trout fishing, and wets a hook on a regular basis at 
Lakes Keowee and Jocassee and in Eatonton, Georgia, 
where his brother lives. 

Bob and Helen have not done much traveling recently, 
although Bob did visit a brother in Texas last year. "We 
don't stray very far from here!" Bob exclaimed. Bob put 
the skills acquired from park work to practical use last 
year when he built a three-car garage. More recently he 
has painted the place, and wonders how he kept up with 
the chores while he was working! The Joneses heat their 
home mostly with wood, so cutting and splitting wood 
keeps Bob in good shape through the winter and spring 
months. 

Gardening around the Jones place has tapered off in 
recent years, mainly because of the availability of fresh 
fruits and vegetables in the area. "The Oolenoy valley 
has many large gardens where you can pick your own, 
and that's what we do," Bob said. Helen still enjoys 
canning, and as a result there is always plenty to eat at 
mealtime! Tony still lives at home, and works at the 
Milliken plant between Pumpkintown and Marietta. 

"I stop by Table Rock occasionally and talk with Mike 
Hendrix," Bob said," and 1 miss seeing all the guys at the 
parks in District Three." However, Bob did not mention 
coming out of retirement to resume his weekly park 
visits! 

Bob and his brother from Georgia attended the Trout 
Seminar held this spring at Oconee State Park, and said 
that they really enjoyed it. If you stop by the Jones' house 
and Bob isn't home, look in the nearest creek and you'll 
likely find him fishing! 



YOUR PARKS FOR FIFTY YEARS 

THE THIRTIES 

British sailors enjoy a friendly game of ring toss at Cheraw 
State Park during the mid-forties while their ship was 
being repaired in Charleston. Quarters for a large 
complement of troops was difficult to find during World 
War II, making the trip from Charleston to Cheraw 
necessary to find housing. 

The swimming area at Cheraw State Park, c. 1949. There 
was no fence around the swimming area, and the only fee 
charged was for use of the change house/bathhouse 
facilities. 

Lunch time at the Kings Mountain group camp. July 1938. 

An "outdoor classroom" makes an ideal setting for this 
teacher to tell a nature story. Aiken State Park, c. 1941. 
"The children's faces beam as nature's wonders unfold." 



1934-1984 

AND FORTIES 

Harold Guerard, park naturalist at Poinsett, explains to 
an interested group of boys that snakes are often friends 
of man and not enemies. Photo c. 1941. 

It's a hit! Youngsters at the Kings Mountain group camp 
spend a pleasant afternoon playing baseball. July 1938. 

Five Army groups, bringing in a total of 1775 visitors into 
Poinsett State Park in 1941. Shown in the photo is the 
camp of the men from the 43rd Field Artillery. The men 
slept in pup tents, with officers' tents visible in the right 
foreground. 

Swimming class at Oconee State Park during the summer 
of 1941. Out of 150 children taught swimming in a day 
camp, 148 certificates were awarded. The Junior Life 
Saving class awarded 16 certificates out of 20 
participants. Some 20,850 swimmers were reported 
during the summer of 1941. 



DISTRICT NEWS 

CHARLES TOWNE LANDING 

Spring 1984 has been a record breaker for Charles 
Towne Landing. The month of April was the best 
revenue month in the park's history. We have had 
several weeks of large school group visitation with Friday 
being the most popular day of the week. Angie and Van 
and the Gift Shop crew will tell you in a minute that 
inflation has not reduced the amount of money these 
children have to spend on souvenirs! The Founders 
Festival Arts and Crafts Show held in April drew crafts 
people from all over the state and a weekend attendance 
of visitors which exceeded 5,000. Easter Sunrise Service 
brought in another 975 people with 2,000 visiting the park 
during the day to enjoy an outing with family and friends. 

Early May has seen an increase in the number of 
requests for summer weddings and group picnic 
reservations. Currently scheduled in the way of major 
events is a formal birthday ball for the U.S. Navy with an 
estimated 1,000 naval personnel attending in the 
Geodesic Dome. The Charleston Symphony will feature 
its annual Starlight Pops Concert from the Interpretive 
Center Deck followed by the Greek Spring Festival 1984, 
a major annual event for the Charleston area in its 
second year with the Landing. Early estimates for the 
festival are around 6,000 attending. 

Still one of the most popular of events with automobile 
lovers, classic car shows seem to be on the increase 
again. The Shelby Mustang Club of Lower Carolina 
returned for its second show in April. The third annual 
Classic Chevy Show and Shine will be held in the park 
August 19th. 

One of the most significant improvements at the 
Landing in the past few months has been the 
replacement of the "skin" (cover) on the Geodesic 
Dome. Many of our event coordinators who scheduled 
with us last winter for spring and summer use of the 
Dome have been delighted with the new skin. It greatly 
enhances the appearance of the building. Further 
scheduled improvements include the installation of 
acoustical materials and the replacement of the existing 
stage with a larger structure including the adjoining 
dressing rooms. With the completion of the floor 
covering, the Dome should become one of the most 
frequently leased facilities in the park. 

We close our report for now with a few complimentary 
words. The Spring issue of Park Lites was singularly 
outstanding. The number of employees reading and 
commenting on the material and format of this issue has 
been amazing. In addition, our issues of Park Lites are 
placed at various locations in the park for visitor perusal 
and the number of good comments we have received has 
been gratifying. Our congratulations to "Dana and 
Company" for a great product. We are anxiously 
awaiting the remaining issues of the anniversary year. 

Robert M. Badger 
Public Information Specialist II 

Repair of the "Adventure" underway, with deck timbers 
removed. 

The "Adventure" 



REPAIR OF THE "ADVENTURE" 

The South Carolina Department of Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism is undertaking an extensive 
refitting and repair of the replica Trading Ketch 
Adventure. Although a maintenance program has been 
in place for the past ten years, a recent marine survey by 
Mr. George Lee of Charleston exposed some significant 
damage which must be remedied as quickly as possible. 
Funding for this project will be derived from the Division 
of State Parks General Maintenance Fund, which is 
already heavily committed. We must spend the money, 
however, as we are committed to preserving this vessel. 
To allow the situation to continue as it is now will lead to 
accelerated decay and damage by marine organisms. 

Although The Adventure is a replica, it was built with 
materials and methods familiar to 17th century 
shipwrights. 

Wooden vessels of this type needed constant 
maintenance and care. Historically they usually survived 
a short time before they were abandoned. Certain 
elements of 17th and 18th century vessels were simply 
considered expendable. Spars, decking, rigging sails etc. 
were repaired as long as possible and then replaced. The 
situation is reminiscent of a famous historical structure 
which was to be "preserved for posterity if we have to 
replace every board in it." 

The S.S. Constitution, probably the most important 
remnant of our nation's maritime history, is only about 
20% original fabric, even with the best of care and large 
outlays of maintenance funds. 

In light of this, the damage which was recently 
discovered is not surprising. We are embarking on a 
major repair and refitting project to preserve the vessel 
and make her seaworthy. 

We can probably learn from some of the problems 
which have occurred with the three replica ships at 
Jamestown, Va. and the Dove in Maryland where the 
ships had to be largely rebuilt at great expense. 

We have a fairly good idea of the damage which needs 
to be remedied but there are still areas of the ship which 
have not been investigated. Gravel ballast must be 
removed from the bilges amidship (bottom) to 
investigate lower ribs, planks, and keel timbers. It is 
expected that there will be limited damage by toredos 
(marine worms) as was seen in the bow and stern when 
that ballast was removed. We can't remove it all until we 
have replacement ballast so that the ship can be 
stabilized. 

Work will be carried out by craftsmen experienced in 
maintenance and repair of wooden vessels under the 
supervision of maritime conservator Shane Granger. 
Granger is Captain of the Stargate, a century old 
wooden sailing ship which he restored and maintains. He 
has lived aboard the Stargate for a number of years. 

Work will be carried out so as to limit disruption of 
visitor access. The first phase began in April. Gravel 
ballast will be removed and replaced with a material 
which will allow future inspection. Lead bars or ingots are 
preferred. The decayed deck timbers and beams are 
being replaced. The removal of ballast and deck planking 
will allow a thorough inspection of areas which have not 
been visible. This process will give us the necessary 
background information to plan the second phase of 
repair and gather the necessary materials. Phase I will 
terminate in mid-May and The Adventure will be open for 
visitors during the summer season. It is hoped that The 

Adventure can be refitted in time to participate in the 
June 16th re-enactment of the landing of the Marquis de 
Lafayette in Georgetown. This event is part of the 
ongoing 250th Anniversary Celebration being carried 
out by that city. 

In September, we plan to continue repairs on land as 
we will be dealing with members of the frame and 
planking below the water line. This second phase should 
be completed by late November. It is expected that the 
vessel will then be seaworthy and properly rigged to sail 
under her own power. 

Mike Foley 
Chief Historian 

"ADVENTURE" FACT SHEET 
The "Adventure" is a full scale reproduction of a 

17th century trading ketch. Settlers used vessels of this 
type for trade with the West Indies and other English 
colonies in America. Lumber, animal skins, and later rice 
were traded for foodstuffs and supplies. From Barbados 
came rum and sugar. 

Experimentation with crops that could be grown in 
Carolina began in the first year of settlement - 1670. 
Many of these crops were later exported in great 
quantities. Trade was vital to the Colony of South 
Carolina from the very beginning. By the end of the 
Colonial period, a combination of trade and agriculture 
made South Carolina one of the wealthiest of the English 
colonies. 

Of the several ships of the 17th century, a ketch was 
chosen for Charles Towne Landing because one of the 
Lord Proprietors, Lord Ashley Cooper, owned a ketch 
that traded between Charles Towne and England. The 
name, "Adventure", was selected because an actual 
vessel that traded in Charles Towne 1670 -1700 had that 
name. 
S h i p  A r c h i t e c t :  W i l l i a m  A v e r y  B a k e r ,  
NA, Bingham, Massachusetts 
S h i p  B u i l d e  r :  J a m e s  B .  R i c h a r d s o n ,  
Cambridge, Maryland 

The "Adventure" is 53 feet long, 15 feet wide and 
draws about six feet of water. She has two masts, a 
mainmast with two square sails and a mizzen mast with a 
lateen sail. She also carries a staysail and a jib. The main 
lower mast is 50 feet 3 inches tall with a 16 feet 9 inch 
extension. The mizzen mast is 33 feet tall. 

The keel of the "Adventure" is one piece of white oak 
43 feet long and 8 feet by 8 feet. Indigenous woods were 
used throughout, as sailing vessels were constructed in 
South Carolina. (When referring to the "Adventure", the 
term vessel or ketch should be used as the term ship 
applied to all vessels with three masts, all carrying square 
sails.) 

The weight of the "Adventure" is 63 tons. Twenty-
three of the total ballast - 5/2 tons of pig iron and 18 tons 
of gravel. In colonial times, brick and cobblestone which 
could be sold were more frequently used. The average 
speed was about 3 knots an hour and the maximum was 
6 knots. 

The flags of the "Adventure" are those prescribed for a 
merchant ship of England in a 1674 proclamation. On the 
stem is the Red Ensign or Merchant Flag. On the 
topmast is a pennant. On the bowsprit is the Cross of St. 
George. 



DISTRICT NEWS 

District I 

As I sat down to write this article, I just realized that 
I've been with the park system 12 years this month. 
Reflecting over the past twelve years I can see a lot of 
changes in the park system. One change that stands out 
is the increased responsibility that lies on the shoulders 
of the park superintendents and rangers. Even though 
added responsibility often means more effort on our 
parts, it also provides each of us more opportunity to 
prove our capabilities as we accept these responsibilities. 
I'm thankful to the State Park system for the many things 
I've learned over the past twelve years. The more I learn 
and the more responsibility I accept, the more I realize 
my weaknesses and areas where I need to improve 
myself as an employee. I see the need to plan my work 
more thoroughly to get more out of each work day. I see 
the need to communicate better with my superiors and 
those who report to me to keep down confusion and 
increase morale. I see the need to remember what my 
responsibilities and objectives are and to make sure 
everything I do will help me to meet these responsibilities 
and objectives. Yes, I see many areas where I need to 
improve and I am determined to improve. I hope none of 
us can be accused of coasting on our jobs because you 
can only coast in one direction and that's downhill! Next 
time you're going uphill in your car, throw it in neutral 
and see how far you coast. Each of us need to improve 
our work habits daily. As our park system improves we 
must improve or get left behind. The beauty of self-
improvement is that it actually makes our jobs easier and 
we begin to see more results from our efforts. I hope we 
all can enjoy the pride of accomplishment as we improve 
together. Now, let's see what's happening in the district! 
CHARLES TOWNE LANDING The new skin is 
on the geodesic dome. Unlike the old skin which was 
translucent, the new one is opaque. By not letting the 
light through the new skin has a much cleaner 
appearance and will also reflect artificial light better. New 
lighting, floor tile and a new stage should be completed 
by the next issue. Major repairs are being made to our 
sailing vessel the ADVENTURE. 

COLLETON - Welcome to new Groundskeeper 
Mike Russ. Mike was formerly a park aide at Lynches 
River State Park. Congratulations to Toney Boyd on his 
marriage and promotion to Ranger I at Greenwood State 
Park since last writing. New linoleum has been installed 
in the mobile home residence. 
EDISTO BEACH - The new boat ramp and parking 
lot are near completion. Already complete are the raised 
boardwalk and floating dock that will complement the 
ramp. The maintenance crew is now at work building up 
and grading the campground road and several sites. 
Heavy rains have really kept the roads in a mess this 
spring. Congratulations to Rick Smith and family on 
Rick's promotion to Ranger III at Croft State Park. 
GIVHANS FERRY - The park crew has completed 
the linoleum work in the Recreation building and siding 
has been replaced on the day use restroom. 
HAMPTON PLANTATION - Bob and Will have 
completed painting the park restroom and are working 
on the picnic shelter. Both annuals and perennials have 
been planted around park signs and buildings. Business 
has been good at Hampton with many tour groups 
coming in this spring. 
HUNTING ISLAND - Contractors are still at work 
on the numerous boardwalks and concrete walks being 
constructed in the campground and picnic areas. Wayne 
and Jimbo of the maintenance crew have installed new 
glass doors and linoleum at the old concession building. 
We also plan to construct a vending machine building to 
house the "not so aesthetic" soft drink machines near 
the concession stand. The maintenance crew is also 
working to make much needed repairs to the mobile 
home residence. Welcome to new Ranger Gary Koger 
from Walterboro. Gary worked at Edisto Beach and 
Myrtle Beach State Parks as a park aide prior to 
becoming a Ranger. 
HUNTINGTON BEACH - The big Seafood 
Festival took place again on April 14th. This time we kept 
six Highway Patrolmen busy at the gate getting people in 
and out of the park on Highway 17. The festival seems to 
have outgrown the park's parking facilities as we had to 
stop traffic shortly after noon until spaces became 
available. Thanks to all the park crew and Columbia 
Programs people for their help. Special thanks to Glenn 
Farr, Bob Mitchell and Ken Michaels for a long day's 
work on April 14th! 
MYRTLE BEACH A new low diving platform has 
been installed at the swimming pool. T.M. Shuler and 
Charlie Hatfield are doing much needed renovation to 
the park Ice Cream Parlor. New glass doors, windows, 
insulation, panelling and (best of all) air conditioning 
should make a big difference in sales this year. 
Congratulations to Stephen Berry and his new wife 
Becky on May 6th. We welcome Becky to the park 
family. 
OLD DORCHESTER - A large concrete slab has 
been constructed by the park crew adjacent to the park 
shop. The slab will make for a much better work area. 
Annuals have been planted around the park. 
RIVERS BRIDGE - The pool appears ready for 
opening day. Jerry and Perry washed the pool walls 
down in April. They have also finished painting the 
interior of the bathhouse dressing rooms. 

Larry Duncan 
District 1 Superintendent 



DISTRICT NEWS (Continued) 

istrict II 

I am looking forward to what I hope will be a fine 
season for District II parks. The time for major projects 
has past as many of the inland parks shift gears from 
maintenance to serving our visitors. Poinsett initiated 
the season with another open house. A large crowd 
visited the park, many for the first time. Music, games, 
tours, nature walks, boat rides, refreshments, and prizes 
added to the excitement. Superintendent Nesbit and his 
crew did an excellent job preparing for this event. The 
Nature Museum has a display on loan from the State 
Museum that provides historical information for the park 
visitor. 

Congratulations go to Mike Mathis who was recently 
promoted from Assistant Superintendent at Santee to 
Superintendent at Lee. I am looking forward to working 
with "P-nut." It didn't take him long to experience one 
problem with a "two-man" park when it becomes a "one-
man" park. Ranger Danny Jackson has left for another 
job, and I wish him well. Congratulations also go to 
Homer Stanton on his promotion to Assistant 
Superintendent at Santee. I am impressed with his 
initiative; keep up the good work! The crew here has 
completed repairs to the Pavilion, and as many roofs as 
the rain would allow. A Bowfishing Tournament held in 
early May brought huge crowds into the park. I am proud 
of the progress made in the group camps at Cheraw 
this year. Much more work will follow, and soon the 
camps will be in top shape. Again, thanks to those 
throughout the district who helped out. The swimming 
area at Aiken was recently dug out to allow better diving 
conditions. Also, a new dock was constructed with help 
from Wayne and Jimbo. All the spring rains have made 
the golf course at Goodale look very good, and the 
greens look especially attractive. The rain wasn't so 
beneficial for Woods Bay as they experienced very 
high water and mild erosion in lower areas. Little Pee 
Dee recently found out how the local business 
community could come to their rescue. A local saw mill 
provided large timbers to repair an old picnic shelter. 
The staff at Lynches River is initiating ways to 
promote the park and the pool. This swimming season 
should be the best yet. Thank you, Ray and Harold for 
your help in repairing and painting the Woods Bay truck. 
The mansion at Redcliffe remains closed as we 
anticipate repairs to the ceilings. Camping has increased 
since the sites were leveled at Barnwell. The 
Community Building has been busy with spring parties. 

In closing, I offer Eddie Miller my sincere best wishes in 
his retirement. It was always good to know you would be 
greeted at Paris Mountain with a smiling face. Good 
Luck, Eddie! 

Van A. Stickles 
District II Superintendent 



DISTRICT NEWS 

CAESARS HEAD STATE PARK 

Since the last issue of Park Lites, swimming areas 
have opened along with other day use facilities. Many 
long hours have been put into getting these areas open 
since the rains hampered almost all outside work 
projects. 

I would like to thank everyone in District III for the 
many hours they have worked on special programs and 
getting these facilities ready to open. At times I feel that 
the field personnel are overlooked and just taken for 
granted. The wives and children of field personnel are 
very special too, because they must endure the long 
hours that husbands and fathers work. I for one tend to 
forget how the telephone will ring at a park residence at 
all hours of the night with someone wanting information 
or assistance. My hat goes off to the men and women in 
all our state parks with a special thanks for their efforts. 
Please keep up the good work! 

Superintendent Ed Miller will probably be in the 
process of "moving out" when this article goes to print. 
Ed has thirty-eight (38) years of park service and I think 
the longest record as a Park Superintendent in South 
Carolina. Ed will be missed greatly in our system by 
myself and everyone that has worked with or known him. 
I have looked to him for guidance and reassurance many 
times in the past and value his advice and friendship. I 
wish he and his wife Happy all the happiness (not a play 
on words) they desire in retirement! 

Our Ranger/Naturalist has been on the ball since 
the weather broke this spring. A letter was mailed to all of 
the schools in the Greenville area stating that Caesars 
Head was now prepared to offer programs concerning 
the Mountain Bridge Recreation Area's unique natural 
resources. There has been an excellent response to this 
program offering. As of the end of May, over 500 
students and many teachers have attended off-site 
presentations held at Greenville and Pickens County 
schools. Over 200 students have visited Caesars Head 
for on-site slide programs and day hikes led by Denise 
Kelly on the new trails recently completed. In addition to 
the school programs, over 200 adults have participated 
in various programs such as Mountain Bridge slide 
programs and nature hikes. These programs have 
increased public awareness of the significance of the 
Mountain Bridge to the upstate. 

The popularity of the overnight backpacking trips 
continues to increase. We filled our winter and spring 
trips to capacity and still had to turn people away. The 
response has been so great that we may need to offer 
additional overnighters. 

We hope to schedule many events this summer to 
keep the people coming. The annual Craft Show is being 
held June 9-10. Another backpacking trip will be held this 
summer and we hope to have a coupie of concerts. I 
hope that this year will be as good as 1983. 

Horace Craig 
District 111 Superintendent 

Pete Davis 
Superintendent 



EDDIE MILLER "HANGS IT UP!" 

RETIREMENT PARTY HELD FOR 
PARIS MOUNTAIN SUPERINTENDENT 

The walls of the Table Rock "barn" rocked with 
happiness and laughter as the family and friends of Eddie 
Miller gathered on May 18th to give him an appropriate 
send-off for his retirement on June 30. 

Some sixty persons assembled to pay their respects to 
Eddie, who has spent some thirty-eight years with the 
state park system. Included in the group were members 
of Eddie's family and a number of close friends. 

Gifts presented to Eddie included a plaque honoring 
his years of state park service, a watch, a rod and reel 
and a hand-powered "Weed Eater," (otherwise known as 
a sling blade!). Eddie and his wife Happy will be living in 
the Greenville area. 

Eddie's service with the state park system began in 
1946 when he was a Warehouseman with the State 
Forestry Commission in Sumter. He was promoted to 
Assistant Property and Supply Officer and transferred to 
the Columbia Office, and two years later was reassigned 
to Paris Mountain State Park as superintendent. The 
climate must have agreed with him, because he's been 
there ever since! 

Thirty-five of Eddie's thirty-eight years of service have 
been spent as Superintendent at Paris Mountain, setting 
an all-time record for the state park system! Others 
ranking near Eddie in years spent as superintendent 
include the following retired persons: Chester 
Superintendent Clarence Doster (27 years), Barnwell 
Superintendent Bea Ross (25 years) and the late Bill 
Wiggins, Superintendent at Givhans Ferry (25 years). 

Half of our current park superintendents were not 
born when Eddie moved to Paris Mountain in 1949! In 
addition, sixteen superintendents hired AFTER Eddie 
went to Paris Mountain have already retired! Aiken State 
Park, considered an excellent training park for new 
superintendents, has had sixteen superintendents while 
Eddie has been at Paris Mountain! 

State Parks Director Ray Sisk, District III Superintendent 
Horace Craig, retiring Paris Mountain Superintendent 
Eddie Miller and Assistant State Park Director Kenneth 
Kolb. 

Eddie, Happy and the "Miller clan!" 

Oconee Superintendent Bob Cothran has the most 
"time in grade" of our current group of superintendents, 
but he'd have to stay on board until the age of 73 to tie 
Eddie's record! Cheraw Superintendent Larry Adair 
would have to hang around until the age of 71, and Myrtle 
Beach's Bobby Turner would have to stay until the age of 
70 to tie the above record! 

Retirees attending the party included District III 
Superintendent Bob Jones and his wife Helen, and Chief 
of Maintenance Andrew Kennedy and his wife Hazel. 

Ed's first job with the state was the operation of a 
warehouse-shop complex much like our present-day 
Service and Supply Center. Many items that are stocked 
at our present Service and Supply Center were unknown 
in 1946, and many items in Ed's warehouse are no longer 
in use. An example of this is parts and supplies to repair a 
system of hand-cranked telephones. Many of the 
telephone systems on the early parks were owned and 
maintained by the state. 

Imagine running a state-wide operation with an office 
phone hooked to a party line! This was one of the old 
type telephones where you took the earpiece from the 
cradle, held it to your ear and eventually an operator 
would say, "number, please." None of these fancy dials 
or push buttons! This party line was hooked to Ed's 
office, the mechanic's shop, three residences, and a 
service station down the street. 

Ed had an "efficient" crew to help him with his many 
tasks. His number one assistant was bed-ridden with a 
stroke and his stock boy had a wooden leg! It is easy to 
understand why Eddie transferred to the Columbia 
Office! 

Many changes have occurred at Paris Mountain 
during the last thirty-five years. A few years before Ed 
moved to that park, a superintendent was fired for not 
doing more about the whiskey stills on the mountain! 

Everyone in the "state park family" wishes Eddie and 
Happy many happy (pun intended) years ahead! We find 
it difficult to believe that the youthful Eddie Miller is old 
enough to retire! 
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Since the last writing of an article for "Park Lites," it 
seems the weather has been the topic of conversation. 
All of you are aware of the devastation in several 
communities from tornadoes which struck on March 28, 
1984. Fortunately, most of our state parks escaped with 
little or no damage. Greenwood and Wateree were 
the only parks in District IV to receive noticeable 
damage. A large tree was blown over at Greenwood, 
damaging a park vehicle and a personal vehicle. At 
Wateree, many trees were toppled by the storm while 
only one-half a mile away, many lake homes were 
destroyed. 

Warm weather and the 'monsoon rains' have kept 
park personnel busy trying to keep the grass mowed and 
facilities clean. Maintenance tasks such as painting, etc. 
have been hard to complete because when it would stop 
raining the grass needed cutting again. 

The weather also hampered construction projects, 
but in this district we are trying to get Wateree State Park 
underway. A contractor has started on the tackle shop 
and two residences, and as areas dry out, he will be 
starting on the maintenance shop and campground 
comfort stations. 

Planning of facilities for Calhoun Falls State Park 
and McCalla State Park is presently underway. Our 
department and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers are 
working jointly on this project. Construction is still 
probably one year away. 

Programs seem to be growing at many of our parks. 
The reason, I feel, is increased interest by the 
superintendents and their staffs. Many are utilizing local 
community organizations to do this. Superintendent 
James Taylor had a very successful Christmas program 
at Andrew Jackson. He also had a canoeing 
workshop, bike-a-thon, and orienteering program during 
the spring. Superintendent Ray Atkinson of Baker 
Creek has been successful in promoting his park by 
attracting large manufacturing companies with their 
annual employee picnics. At Kings Mountain, the 
"history farm" has been the site of many programs co
ordinated by Superintendent Lew Cato, Ranger Karen 
Becker, and other members of the staff. Hickory 
Knob continues to entice people with the golf 
tournaments, senior citizens retreats, archery 
tournaments, etc. Superintendent George Gordon is 
working on several ideas for programs at Sesqui. His 
latest project is the return of the Nature Museum. 
Without the support and cooperation of our Programs 
Section, many of these programs would not enjoy the 
crowds of participants, and to them we say THANKS! 

Many of you utilize the flowers grown at Kings 
Mountain each spring to enhance the beauty of your 
park. This year the response was terrific. We would like 
to thank you for your interest and promptness in which 
you picked them up. They were all gone within 
approximately ten days, and folks that was several 
hundred trays of flowers! 

Best wishes for a safe and successful summer. 

Charlie F. Parkman 
District IV Superintendent 



PROGRAMS SECTION REPORT 

Recent Programs 
Of the recent programs and special events 

sponsored by the Division of State Parks, several have 
enjoyed unprecedented success. 

The 1984 Sandhills Festival was the most successful of 
the four that have been conducted at Sesquicentennial. 
Barbara Lang's festival had two days of beautiful 
weather. 

Many format changes were incorporated into this 
year's Murrells Inlet Seafood Festival. These changes 
were sufficient to make the event one of the best that we 
have conducted. It has unfortunately become a victim of 
its own popularity. The public response has been so 
overwhelming that we can no longer host it at 
Huntington Beach. We are presently investigating the 
possibility of moving it to the town of Murrells Inlet. 

Larry Duncan, Mac Copeland and his staff deserve a 
great deal of credit for handling the crowd control 
problems in a very efficient manner. Special thanks are 
extended to Glenn Farr, Bob Mitchell and Ken Michael 
for volunteering their time to help with the festival. 

Kay Onley reports that the Senior Retreat attracted 
nearly 100 senior citizens for three days of planned 
activities. Dana Sawyer was the elder representative of 
the Programs Section, and he was equally pleased with 
the event. 

This was the ninth year for the Spring Wildflower 
Walks. As popular as they have been through the years, 
this was the first year that all walks were completely 
filled. Joe Watson and Mark Barker are justly proud that 
their efforts paid off. 

The Blue Ridge Trout Fishing Seminar at Oconee was 
co-sponsored with the South Carolina Council of Trout 
Unlimited. The quality of instruction was the best ever 
for the "every-four- years" event. These included the 
ususal Trout Unlimited members as well as PRT's own 
Charles Harrison and Buddy Jennings. More than one 
hundred participants were reported by Vandell Davis. 
Included in the group was former District III 
Superintendent Bob Jones. 

Fiftieth Anniversary 
We continue to get good publicity for the festivities 

surrounding the 50th Anniversary of the South Carolina 
state park system. By now, most employees have 
received the special commemorative pin with our 
anniversary logo. 

A number of staff members are busily working on 
assignments for the Civilian Conservation Corps 
Reunion at Sesquicentennial. The Reunion is planned for 
August 18, and will be reported in the next issue of "Park 
Lites." 

A Wildflower Walk at Paris Mountain State Park. The 
leader (left) is Dr. C. Leland Rodgers, Furman University. 

Miscellaneous Projects 
Ray Sigmon has assumed the role of unofficial "Gallery 

Coordinator" with great enthusiasm. He and Don 
Ferguson recently completed a small Indian Crafts area 
at Keowee-Toxaway's interpretive center. Ray is also 
busily working toward opening the Castle Gallery at 
Huntington Beach for its second season. 

Mike Foley is neck deep in coordinating repairs to 
CTL's "Adventure." 

Vandell Davis is working diligently to help select South 
Carolina's "Family of the Year." 

Joe Watson recently completed the thankless task of 
compiling, editing and binding the 1984 Superintendents' 
Reports. 

Control of aquatic weeds in our state park lakes is a 
project that Mark Barker has assumed. 

Volunteer Trail Work 
Students from Lake City Community College in n i?an Turpin 

Florida have worked on trails in our parks for several Programs Coordinator 
years. I recently had a chance to walk the trail at Table 
Rock and see the results of their work first-hand. The 
entire Table Rock trail showed a vast improvement over 
its condition of a few years ago. Thousands of hours of 
work have gone into this project at no cost to the park 
system. 



PERSONNEL CHANGES 

NEW EMPLOYEES 

Ralph Coleman - Ranger I, Poinsett 
Mark Dudley - Ranger I, Lee 
Mike Russ - Groundskeeper, Colleton 
Fielding D. Russell - Ranger I, Edisto Beach 
Ethel Thompson • Clerk Specialist B, CTL 

PROMOTIONS AND TRANSFERS 

Toney Boyd - From Groundskeeper, Colleton to 
Ranger I, Greenwood 

James Flaten - From Ranger 1, Edisto Beach to 
Ranger II, Edisto Beach 

Richard Smith - From Ranger I, Edisto Beach to 
Ranger III, Croft 

Homer Stanton - From Ranger III, Croft to 
Assistant Superintendent, Santee 

RESIGNATIONS 

Daniel Jackson - Ranger I, Lee 
Malcolm Riggs - Ranger I, Charles Towne Landing 
Gregory Snider - Ranger I, Greenwood 
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CCC WORKMANSHIP 

THEY DON'T BUILD THEM 
LIKE THEY USED TO! 

It's difficult to find examples of products with lasting 
qualities in our modern "throw-away" society. 
Everything seems to be disposable these days! Use a 
product until it begins to give trouble, then throw it away 
and buy another one! 

One place where enduring qualities can be found is in 
our state parks system. Magnificent structures such as 
the lodge at Table Rock, the bathhouses at Oconee and 
Paris Mountain and the log residence at Cheraw are 
reminders of the care and craftsmanship of members of 
the Civilian Conservation Corps. 

It is important to educate our youth about the 
problems encountered in the post-Depression era of the 
30's and 40's. It is equally important to include in this 
"education" mention of the accomplishments of the 
Civilian Conservation Corps. 

The Civilian Conservation Corps was born from the 
despair of the great depression. The United States in the 
early 30's was a nation in desperate need of help and 
action. In 1933, President Roosevelt faced a nation 
bankrupt in both money and spirit, and in his first 
Hundred Days he took many bold actions. Passage of 
the Emergency Work Act in March authorized several 
programs, one of which was the Civilian Conservation 
Corps. It was a program to recruit thousands of young 
men in a peacetime army to work in forests, parks, lands 
and waters which constitute our basic resources. 

President Roosevelt called for action from Congress 
and he got action! Senate Bill 598 was introduced on 
March 27, 1933, cleared both Houses of Congress and 
was on the President's desk for signature on March 31. 
The first camp was opened on April 17 in Virginia, and by 
the first of July there were 275,000 enrollees in 1,300 
camps across the country! 

The CCC program had an immediate economic 
impact. Supplies of all kinds from food to lumber, trucks, 
axes and shovels were required. The enrollees were 
required to send $25.00 of the $30.00 monthly wage 
home. These expenditures and allotment checks, which 
look small now, were felt in the cities and towns across 
the nation. 

There was a social impact. Young men were taken off 
the streets, they traveled far from home, and they 
performed useful work in a healthy environment. They 
learned to live and work together and 40,000 illiterates 
learned to read and write. By 1935, over 600,000 
enrollees were working out of 2,650 camps. By the time 
the program was disbanded in 1942, nearly three million 
men had engaged in this productive and popular 
program. 

These young men built fire towers, truck roads, 
firebreaks, planted millions of trees, reclaimed 
thousands of acres from erosion, built countless federal 
and state parks and campgrounds, and improved fish 
and wildlife habitats. 

The benefits from participation in the CCC were 
many. Here's what one enrollee had to say: "This work 
phase in which I spent two years of my life happened over 
40 years ago, but the benefits I derived have stayed with 
me all of this time. We lived with boys from farms, cities 
and small towns; every nationality and most religious 
denominations were represented in our camp. 
Regardless of background, we had all the virtues and 
shortcomings. Taking a look at the world today, we 
certainly got along much better then in the problems of 
living and working together." 

"There was an intensive safety program in the CCC's. 
We were taught how to carry and use tools safely in all 
phases of our work. The forester in charge of our safety 
program did an excellent job in making us safety 
conscious in the way we worked and lived. This safety 
training has never left me. This was over 45 years ago 
when most businesses had not recognized the value of 
safety programs." 

"Working on construction and in the forest did 
wonders for all of us. Boys coming from large cities and 
mill towns came into camp underweight and pale but 
soon gained weight and healthy complexions. In this 
outdoor life we learned to do a hard day's labor. We also 
developed a love for nature and a caring that it not be 
abused by selfish interests." 

Sesquicentennial State Park will be the site of a CCC 
Reunion in August, and we are anxiously looking forward 
to the event. Many inquiries have come in from former 
CCC enrollees, and it should be a most memorable 
reunion for these members of Roosevelt's "Forest 
Army!" 

Note: Background material 
"Roosevelt's Forest Army -
Conservation Corps" by 
permission. 

Dana L. Sawyer 
Editor 

for this editorial is from 
A History of the Civilian 
Perry H. Merrill; with 
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Mark Raynor, son of Tommy Raynor, Ranger II at 
Huntington Beach State Park, was one of four state 
grand winners in the South Carolina Beautification 
Contest. Mark, a student at Waccamaw School on 
Pawley's Island, won the category for sixth through 
eighth grades. 

Eddie and Happy Miller cut a cake at the conclusion 
of a retirement party for the Paris Mountain 
superintendent. Article and other photos on page 
13. 


