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A B O U T  T H E  C O V E R :  ( T o p )  P R T  
Commission Chairman Charles A. Bundv 
addresses the gathering of former CCC 
workers and their guests at a special CCC 
Reunion held August IS at Sesqui-
centennial State Park near Columbia. 
(Bottom) A portion of the crowd at the 
CCC Reunion. 



FROM THE DIRECTOR 
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State Parks Director Ray Sisk, shown in front of the 
Kings Mountain State Park bathhouse. Sisk was 
superintendent at Kings Mountain from 1953-1965. 

W[any thanks to all of you for your cooperation in 
making our Fiftieth Anniversary a successful one. The 
highlight was our CCC Reunion which was held at 
Sesquicentennial State Park on August 18 and attended by 
former CCC workers and their families some fifteen 
hundred strong! Without your help this function would not 
have been possible. A special note of thanks goes to PRT 
Commission Chairman Charles Bundy, Commissioner J. 
Tim Eubanks and Executive Director Fred Brinkman for 
taking time from their busy schedules to participate in the 
day s activities. Much of the credit for our year-long 
celebration should go to our Programs Section. Programs 
Coordinator Dan Turpin, Chief Naturalist Joe Watson and 
Programs Specialist Vandell Davis were instrumental in 
securing the names of the CCC participants. Hopefully, 
former members of the CCC group will continue to hold 
meetings such as this in the future. 

Retirements and the opening of two new parks have 
caused more personnel movement in the field during the 
past three months than at any time I can recall. In many 
cases we filled these slots with young people who should 
become excellent park personnel. I am certain that our 
state park system will continue to grow and prosper 
because of the continuing cooperation between our 
seasoned veterans and the new talented young people. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank each of 
you and your families for the many hours and the dedicated 
service that you have rendered during this past summer. 

Elsewhere in this issue you will read about the state and 
national recognition received concerning the unique 
heating system installed at Redcliffe Plantation. Our thanks 
go to Chief Historian Mike Foley, Chief of Maintenance Jim 
Work and Superintendent Gene Cobb for their tireless 
efforts in designing and installing this system. 

/ ? m J .  
' Ray M. Sisk 

Director 
Division of State Parks 
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Dedicated to the men of the Civilian 

Conservation Corps at the South Carolina CCC 

Reunion on August 18,1984, at Sesquicentennial 

State Park. 
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This peacetime army healed the scars on our 

landscape, beautified and protected our 

mountains, seashores and forests, and created the 

foundation of South Carolina's state park system. 

While forging an outstanding record in the 

conservation of human and natural resources, this 

program left us and future generations a legacy 

of immeasurable value. 

S. L SIA fP -LIBRARY 
°CT 9 1984 

STATE DOCUMENTS 



STATE PARK ATTENDANCE 

Fiscal 1983-84 
Cabin Total Park 

PARK Users Campers Fisherman Picnickers Visitors 
Aiken — 4,063 2,477 37,585 59,076 
Andrew Jackson — 3,657 3,598 16,648 37,048 
Baker Creek — 18,814 50,843 85,264 267,528 
Barnwell 2,756 1,007 308 56,340 64,180 
Caesars Head — 297,536 461,700 
Charles Towne Landing — — 251,398 
Cheraw 4,119 10,373 1,509 25,175 105,080 
Chester — 5,519 3,537 35,304 144,460 
Colleton — 4,730 1,345 9,727 25,532 
Croft — 4,797 8,020 38,950 247,368 
Dreher Island — 27,735 43,545 192,017 301,402 
Edisto Beach 7,068 53,531 141,778 223,986 
Givhans Ferry 3,316 6,854 190 73,155 85,568 
Greenwood — 24,191 14,707 118,508 240,420 
Hamilton Branch — 42,060 46,245 30,837 160,000 
Hampton Plantation — 4,343 14,140 
Hickory Knob 35,762 14,399 16,175 _ 516,168 
Hunting Island 24,340 89,830 72,969 267,197 747,704 
Huntington Beach — 74,943 22,353 128,246 526,548 
Keowee-T oxaway 1,593 4,483 10,360 31,528 
Kings Mountain — 35,918 1,362 93,309 253,584 
Landsford Canal — — 2,183 7,130 42,348 
Lee — 10,099 3,116 23,719 84,992 
Little Pee Dee — 7,597 11,665 39,357 108,396 
Lynches River — — 2,371 14,252 55,532 
Myrtle Beach 6,753 172,296 31,079 1,140,784 1,983,464 
N. R. Goodale — — 1,784 20,328 99,712 
Oconee 20,891 36,850 7,353 86,459 220,656 
Old Dorchester — — 5,919 143,121 173,072 
Paris Mountain — 20,985 2,367 107,957 218,100 
Pleasant Ridge 2,312 3,073 825 16,051 48,820 
Poinsett 5,520 8,570 2,540 52,690 97,464 
Redcliffe — — 26 2,743 9,188 
Rivers Bridge — 1,202 2,062 22,798 50,244 
Rose Hill — — 6,381 10,609 
Sadlers Creek — 11,181 7,687 23,627 120,068 
Santee 37,854 67,175 101,880 91,795 556,200 
Sequicentennial — 26,187 3,509 136,580 228,933 
Table Rock 18,884 24,957 139,818 297,576 
Woods Bay — 27 2,381 4,402 16,484 

TOTALS 171,168 817,103 477,930 3,742,271 9,186,276 



OPERATIONS REPORT 

A very successful television commercial begins with 
the statement Last year was very successful but now for 
next year's goals. As the Alka-Seltzer is dropped into the 
glass and begins to fizz, the goals for next year are 
given: Increase sales 5%, increase distribution 7%, finance 
squeeze out another 3%. 

I believe that I have some idea of the feelings displayed by 
the executives in that conference room. The Parks Division 
has just finished a year in which the revenue growth was the 
greatest increase since 1972. That was the year that many of 
the BOR campgrounds and other facilities were first 
opened. This past year 1983-84 the Division increased 
revenues by 13.5%. We had been averaging an 8% growth 
rate. 

This means that we expected to increase revenues from 
6.2 million to about 6.7 million but the Division revenues 
were over 7 million in 1983-84. This growth enabled the 
Division to begin to climb out of the basic survival mode of 
the last four years. I hope that the state's economy will 
continue to improve. If so, the Division may be granted 
some of the requests that have been made to the General 
Assembly for maintenance funds and park improvements. 

Even with the funding situation improving, I have to refer 
to that Alka-Seltzer commercial where more pressure is 
being applied. You might as well open a package and get a 
cup of water! The Division will begin to make funds available 
to catch up on the maintenance projects that were 
postponed. The public will increase their use of parks if the 
economy continues to improve. The public will be wanting 
more facilities and recreation opportunities. 

We have been successful in surviving some tough 
economic times. We took the budget cuts and managed to 
keep the parks running. We had to work hard in the past 
and we will have to make an even greater effort in the future. 
The big difference will be that you will see more results from 
your efforts. You should see improvements instead of just 
getting by. 

FY 1984-85 will be a year of evaluating how much we can 
accomplish. If we make a maximum effort and fall short in 
getting the funded projects finished, we can determine 
other approaches. We have to make the maximum effort 
this year. 

There are more requirements to document our 
expenditures. Your assistance in providing the facility 
numbers on FPO's will be critical. We have to show where 
we are spending the funds and that we are using the funds 
wisely to obtain continued funding. 

The determination at the park level of needs and 
problems to be solved will be very important. This 
information must be passed up through the district level so 
the Columbia staff can address the problems in our bond 
request, capital improvement request, increased 
appropriations request, five year plans and master plans. 
We need input from you and we need you to provide the 
correct reports. Those of us who prepare requests need to 
work from your information, not from our imagination! 

The Parks Division had to work efficiently in the past four 
years to survive. We will have more to work with this year 
but we must continue to be efficient. We must manage our 
total operations to assure the best utilization of the available 
resources of manpower and funding. There is much to be 
done. Every level must determine what is to be done, plan 
ways to accomplish the work, and get started. Let's get 
caught up so we can go forward once more. 

Charles W. Harrison 
Chief of Operations 



PARK PROGRESS 

TWO NEW 
STATE PARKS NAMED 
Names have been designated for two new South 

Carolina state parks that will be open to the public in early 
1985. 

Lake Hartwell State Park and Lake Wateree State Park 
were approved recently by the South Carolina Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism (PRT) Commission as the official 
names for these two facilities located on major freshwater 
lakes. 

First phase developments for both parks are now under 
construction and nearing completion. 

The PRT Commission also agreed to add the word Lake 
to Greenwood State Park, making the official name of this 
existing park Lake Greenwood State Park. The addition 
should have extra promotional appeal in attracting visitors 
to this popular park on Lake Greenwood, PRT officials said. 

The new Lake Hartwell State Park is a 750-acre wooded 
site in Oconee County on the 56,000-acre lake 
impoundment built by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 
The park is adjacent to the interchange of Interstate 
Highway 85 and Scenic Highway 11 and to the South 
Carolina welcome center near Fair Play. It contains 14 miles 
of lake frontage on Lake Hartwell. 

Lake Wateree State Park is a 238-acre island and 
lakeshore site on the Fairfield County side of the 13,710-
acre lake impoundment owned by Duke Power Company. 
It is located east of Ridgeway approximately 10 miles from 
Interstate Highway 77. Paved roads provide connecting 
links from the park to 1-77 and other highways. 

Phase I developments at the Lake Wateree park include 
boating and fishing facilities, a campground and picnic area. 

The Lake Hartwell park first phase developments include 
camping, picnicking, and fishing and boating access to the 
lake. 

The master plans for both parks provide for additional 
facilities as future funding becomes available. 

The recreation building at N.R. Goodale State Park, 
named after Family Court Judge J. Clator Arrants of 
Camden. Secondary Road 324 leading to the building 
was also named in honor of Judge Arrants in a 
ceremony held at the park in August. (Left) Judge 
Arrants addresses well-wishers at the dedication 
ceremony August 29. A plaque, along with a road sign 
and a portrait, were unveiled before the reception in 
the recreation building, which was attended by public 
dignitaries, family and friends. (Right) Judge Arrants 
greets State Parks Director Ray Sisk (center) as 
Assistant State Parks Director K.O. Kolb (right) 
observes. Judge Arrants served in the state Senate 
from 1951-54 and in the House from 1941-42, 1947-48, 
and 1963-74. 
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CCC SCENES 

Left, top to bottom: Six members of CCC Camp 
441 (Greer) display a photograph of their camp. 
From left, Joe Brady, James Langford, Carl 
Peake, Henry Muse, Andrew Farmer and Joe 
Wooten. A delicious barbecue lunch was catered 
for the event. Re-hashing the "good old days!" 
Below, from top: Unveiling the CCC plaques 
were Daniel R. McLeod, former CCC veteran and 
former State Attorney General; John Edward 
Bankhead, member, State Forestry Commission; 
Charles A. Bundy, Chairman, PRT Commission; 
Col. George Buell, former CCC Training 
Director. Visitors relax in the shade while 
waiting for the dedication ceremony to begin. 
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DISTRICT NEWS 

District I 

Even though each summer season seems to come 
sooner than the last, they also seem to pass quicker. The 
summer of 1984 is almost gone as soon as it started. One 
reason the season has seemed short is that most park 
operations have run very smoothly. Many problems both 
major and minor have cropped up over the course of the 
season, but Park Superintendents and their crews seem to 
get better and better at solving problems and overcoming 
obstacles. I also think we have all learned more about how 
to avoid problems related to operations and dealings with 
the public. 

I would like to thank all District I employees for the work 
they have done to make 1984 another successful season. 
Here are some highlights of what's been happening in 
District I. 
COLLETON - Since the last article, the Edisto River 
Canoe Trip was held and was a success despite less than 
anticipated participation. The trip, which was co-sponsored 
by the Walterboro Rescue Squad, started at Colleton and 
ended at Givhans. Hats off to Mary Crockett for her work 
in making arrangements and getting support from the 
Wildlife Department for the canoe trip. Superintendent 
Farr from Givhans also took part in the event. Mary and 
Mike Russ have almost completed the installation of new 
linoleum in the Superintendent's residence. 
EDISTO - We would like to thank Henry Rush for the 
work he did on the campground road this summer. Henry 
hauled many loads of dirt over a couple of weeks to improve 
a bad situation. The new boat ramp is finished and open to 
the public. We have already received many compliments on 
this fine facility. Superintendent Becht picked out the name 
Live Oak Landing for the facility and signs have been 
ordered. I would like to welcome Fielding Russell, our new 
Ranger I, and his family to the park. I would also like to 
congratulate Kurt Becht on his promotion to Assistant 
Chief of Maintenance. We know Kurt will do well in his new 
position as he has done during his six years as 
Superintendent of Edisto Beach. We wish Kurt, Martha, 
little Kurt and Kent the best of luck as they make their new 
home in Columbia. 

G I V H A N S  F E R R Y  -  A s  m e n t i o n e d  e a r l i e r ,  
Superintendent Farr and Ranger Rick Murray helped with 
the Edisto River Canoe Trip as Givhans was the 
destination point. Business at Givhans has been brisk this 
summer with many hours being spent on normal cleaning 
and grass cutting. Both Glenn and Rick are proud of the 
new 1984 Chevy truck recently received to replace the old 
Dodge truck. 
HAMPTON PLANTATION - Bob and Will had 
unexpected work this summer with large limbs splitting out 
of some of the Live Oaks during storms. Limbs from these 
old oaks are like trees themselves and take several days to 
clean up. Congratulations to Bob and Marcia as they expect 
an addition to their family this fall! Bob is in the process of 
getting a new bed and door for the park truck. The 1979 
Dodge truck has low mileage and is in excellent shape 
except for rust in these areas. 
HUNTING ISLAND - Congratulations to Andy Davis 
and family as Andy takes over the duties of Superintendent 
of Lake Hartwell State Park. We appreciate the good 
work done and many accomplishments made while Andy 
served at Hunting Island. Welcome to James Christie 
and family as he moves into Andy's slot. Ranger Mike 
Limehouse caught a large eastern diamondback 
rattlesnake near his residence recently. Frank Whiteside 
was glad to accept the snake for the live exhibit in the 
Animal Forest at Charles Towne Landing as 
diamondbacks are getting harder and harder to find. We 
wish the best of luck to former Ranger Arthur Brown who 
retired July 1st after 30 years service at Hunting Island. 
We'll miss seeing Arthur, cigar in mouth, astride the park 
tractor, bush-hogging the roadsides. Welcome to new 
Ranger 11 Stephen Capps and his family to the island. Work 
has been ongoing this summer on additional boardwalks 
through the park. Wayne Schumpert and Jimbo have 
completed the drink building near the concession stand and 
have made much needed repairs on two park residences. 
The concession stand has been painted by the park crew. 
HUNTINGTON BEACH - Huntington has enjoyed 
another busy summer with heavy beach use. The park crew 
is proud of the new Mazda truck that replaced the 1977 
Chevy Luv. The park Trading Post has had a good year with 
revenue the highest ever. The crew is now making 
preparations for the Atalaya Arts and Crafts Festival to be 
held September 14, 15, 16, 1984. 
MYRTLE BEACH Well, the ice cream parlor 
renovation was completed by the maintenance and park 
crews in early June and renovate they did! The parlor looks 
like a new building with beautiful wood paneling, new 
counters, ceiling, brick tile floor, new windows, glass doors, 
new exterior paint, and air conditioning. Sales increased 
immediately, but even more when a large sign was added on 
the roof by the Pepsi Cola Company. The signs looks 
somwhat commercial, but draws beach goers to the 
building. Hats off to the entire crew for keeping things going 
throughout a busy and sometimes short-handed summer 
season. Congratulations to Frederick Ford and his July 
marriage and we welcome the new Mrs. Ford to our Park 
Family. 

OLD DORCHESTER - Dorchester continued to get 
heavy day use throughout the summer season. This heavy 
use plus the ever growing grass has kept Charles and Ken 
hopping. A much needed new sign has been placed at the 
park entrance on Dorchester Road. 



DISTRICT NEWS (Continued) 

RIVERS BRIDGE The swimming pool and concession 
areas have done well this summer. Jerry Price's lifeguard 
crew was made up of the three Breland sisters from 
Ehrhardt and Jerry's son and daughter, Lynn and Kelly 
Price. Jerry hopes to get started on some of the park 
painting projects in the near future. 

CHARLES TOWNE LANDING Work continues on 
the sailing ketch Adventure. Visitors seem to enjoy seeing 
the work in progress. The park crew made the area around 
the old anchors on display near the vessel more attractive 
by making use of the old pig iron ballast removed from the 
vessel. More on the Landing in the article from Robert 
Badger included in this issue. 

Larry Duncan 
District I Superintendent 

CHARLES TOWNE LANDING 

July 4th was yesterday and Labor Day is tomorrow! 
This has been a twilight zone summer! How can so many 
long drawn out days of such intense heat add up to such a 
short season? At this writing, the work described underway 
on the sailing vessel Adventure in the last issue is rapidly 
approaching completion. Another soon-to-be completed 
project will be extensive renovation work on the Geodesic 
Dome. The new skin roof installation was covered 
previously and the contractors are now moving into the 
interior phase of the improvements. Scheduled are 
carpeting of the walls, installation of a new floor, acoustical 
panels, and the construction of a new permanent stage with 
adjoining dressing facilities. Response by potential dome 
users has been very positive and once word is out about the 
new dome at CTL, facility use should greatly increase. 

The cool fall season is anticipated by our visitors as many 
of our Annual Vehicle Pass holders have called to say they 
will see us in the fall when the heat lets up and it's fit for 
humans to be outdoors again. September will see the third 
Annual Taste of Charleston take place at the park with an 
estimated 6,000 persons turning out for the Charleston 
Restaurant Association sponsored event. Featured will be 
over fifty Charleston Area restaurants with their specialty 
items. Colonial Life Weekend is scheduled for mid-
October, followed shortly thereafter by the second annual 
Halloween Hoot. Then it's on into Christmas and Children's 
Days. (In fifteen minutes at the typewriter we have just 
passed through nearly four months—now I see how time 
gets away so quickly!) 

Recently completed events of growing popularity were 
the Classic Chevy Show, which saw a weekend attendance 
of nearly 3,000 visitors out enjoying vintage '55, '56, '57 
Chevrolets, and the end of the park's most popular summer 
film series ever, featuring Tuesday and Thursday afternoon 
showings of classic Disney films. We wish you all a big Labor 
Day and a really cool fall! 

Robert M. Badger 
Public Information Specialist II 

Norman B. Cooler 

RETIREES -
WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 

It's been seven years since District I Superintendent 
Norman B. Cooler retired. It was June of 1977 to be exact, 
and Norman was closing out his thirty-first year with the 
state park system. He admits that he hasn't set the world on 
fire since then, but that's what retirement is for...taking life 
easy! "1 thought that the park system would fold up after I 
left," he said with a chuckle, "but it seems to be doing 
better!" 

Norman and his wife Mary live on the old home place, 
fifteen acres at Camp Saint Marys on the Okatee River near 
Beaufort. They did a bit of camping in a nineteen-foot travel 
trailer in their first retirement years, but sold it a couple of 
years ago. "My time is spent working in the garden, the 
yard, fishing and visiting the children," Cooler remarked. 
He and Mary take each day as it comes, and enjoy doing 
something or nothing, depending upon their mood. 

The Coolers have two children, a daughter, Norma who 
teaches at Myrtle Beach Middle School and a son, Karl who 
works as a metallurgist at a steel mill in Bellville, Texas. "We 
try to make one trip a year out to the Lone Star State to 
visit Karl and his family," Norman said. 

Recent visitors spending a couple of days with the 
Coolers were retired Paris Mountain Superintendent Eddie 
Miller and his wife Happy. "We did a little crabbing and a lot 
of loafing," Norman quipped! Norman is a member of the 
Bluffton District Fire Commission, but in general has kept 
his schedule open. "We stay busy, and enjoy whatever 
we're doing at the moment," Norman said. Sounds like a 
good schedule to me! (The Coolers' address is Route #1, 
Box 184, Ridgeland, SC 29936. Ed) 



DISTRICT NEWS 

CTL staff member A1 Dann oversees 
the mortising of a large beam on the 
ketch "Adventure." 

Old pig iron ballast makes an 
attractive border around an anchor 
near the "Adventure." 

Rivers Bridge lifeguards. The girl on 
the right in the back row is Kelly Price, 
daughter of Superintendent Jerry 
Price. 



DISTRICT NEWS (Continued) 

The attractive new vending machine 
building at the Hunting Island State 
Park concession stand. The building 
was constructed by the Maintenance -
Crew. 

New concrete walkways at Hunting 
Island are being well-received, and 
have been the subject of numerous 
compliments from park visitors. 

The Ice Cream Parlor at Myrtle Beach 
State Park after receiving a 
renovation and facelift by the 
Maintenance Crew. 
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YOUR PARKS FOR FIFTY YEARS 1934-1984 
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Myrtle Beach State Park swimming pool under construction in April, 
1957. The bathhouse, which featured a snack bar, change house, play 
room, restrooms and picnic shelters, was dismantled in 1967 due to 
deterioration and decay. The upper center section became the park 
store in the camping area, which has been converted to two apartments. 

THE FIFTIES AND SIXTIES 

The post-war period of the late forties and early fifties 
saw a resurgence in state park usage and development. 
Santee, Rivers Bridge and Croft were developed 
extensively during the forties, followed by the construction 
of community buildings at Chester, Lee and Rivers Bridge 
and new bathhouses at Lee, Rivers Bridge and Santee. 

State parks acquired during the fifties and sixties 
included the following: PleasantfRidge (1950), Little Pee Dee 
(1951), Andrew Jackson (1951), Old Dorchester (1960), 
Huntington Beach (1960), Rose Hill (1960), Sadlers Creek 
(1966), Baker Creek (1967), Hickory Knob (1969) and 
Dreher Island (1969). Also acquired during this period were 
three historic sites; Francis Marion burial site (1962), Eutaw 
Springs (1963) and Issac Haynes burial site (1963). 

It has been said that in every cloud there is a silver lining. 
The closing of South Carolina state parks because of the 
segregation issue was followed by the emergence of a new 
state agency—PRT—and the beginning of an exciting new 
era in the development of state parks in the Palmetto State. 

This photograph, taken December 4, 1951, shows construction work on 
the bathhouse at Santee State Park. 

The museum building at Andrew Jackson State Park near Lancaster, under 
construction in September 1954. It features a theme of life in the Carolina 
backcountry and houses displays of farm tools, household implements and 
other memorabilia of President Andrew Jackson's boyhood days in the 
Carolina Waxhaws. 

The spillway at Little Pee Dee State Park under construction in 
December 1954. 

Bathhouse at Pleasant Ridge State Park under construction in 1954. 
Standing at right is Eddie Miller, who recently retired after thirty-eight 
years of service with the state park system. 

« If 
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DISTRICT NEWS 

Wfeistrict II 

WHY GROUP CAMPS? 

He first came to Camp Juniper in 1949 with the 
Rockingham High Football Team. Twelve years later in 
1961 he brought a group to Juniper from his church. 
Something must have caught his fancy because he has been 
back every year since with the exception of the two years 
the parks were closed. Now he directs camps at 
Buckhorn for one week, and Forest for two weeks each 
summer. 

Who is this dedicated camp director? He is Floyd Parker, 
Associate Pastor and Minister of Music at Berea Baptist 
Church in Greenville. Mr. Parker simply loves the rustic 
atmosphere in and around Camp Forest at Cheraw 
State Park. Over the years this writer has been amazed at 
the number of adults who use their vacation time from work 
to help with camp. They love camp because 75% of them 
attended camp in their youth. Now they are executives, 
firemen, homemakers, and parents; but they keep coming 
back to Cheraw each summer. 

What makes this camp experience so special? It's a 
chance for middle to upper class youth to get away from all 
the peer pressure, radios, and riches that are so important 
to our youth today. Money and radios are not allowed in this 
camp. Outdoor activities are nothing like the games or 
sports these young people are involved with at home. Being 
the strongest, most athletic or most popular won't help you 
in corn shucking contests, egg throws, or mud slides where 
the cleanest team wins. The team concept is stressed so the 
talents of everyone will be needed and realized. Nature 
study is also important to Mr. Parker. Using their own 
creativity, campers learn to respect nature rather than take 

it for granted. Talent shows, birthday parties, daily cabin 
awards, camp Olympics, country days, and camp fires are 
but a few of the activities that make camp fun. Mr. Parker 
suggests to keep the campers busy at all times, no small 
task when he averages 350-400 campers per summer. A 
good ratio of staff to campers is 1 to 5 but his theory is the 
more staff the better. 

Religion is definitely not a forced issue at camp but is 
rather spontaneous. Fellowship ties are strengthened, 
individuals become independent on their group, and before 
long spiritual values become more meaningful than ever. 
Mr. Parker is proud that 19 of his former campers are now in 
seminaries or already are in the ministry. He shared a post 
card with me from a missionary in Massachusetts..."This 
time of year always produces a longing to return to camp, 
to spiritual beginnings and other precious memories. Hard 
to believe 17 years have passed since I walked down the 
aisle at Camp Juniper, and 10 years ago I gave my life to 
Christian service. I hope the days down there, though 
tiring, will be invigorating for you and the others...." 

That's what camp is all about and answers the Why 
Group Camps question for me. 

I asked Mr. Parker about the future of group camping and 
he assured me that it is more popular than ever. His camp is 
so popular that February registration begins at 7:30 p.m. 
and the camps are full before school begins that morning! 
Mr. Parker would like to run a week-long camp next year for 
youth from smaller churches who don't have the 
opportunity to attend. He also would like to see seminars 
for camp directors to share ideas and activities. 

I have a strong feeling that Floyd Parker will be back again 
and again, for he is what state park group camps are all 
about. Until you witness first hand what goes on during 
these camps, the facilities are sometimes seen as only more 
work, more roofing, painting, and repairing. I have seen how 
much the kids love camp, how much the adults respect 
camp, and now I too see just how important these facilities 
are for our park system and our visitors. 

Van Stickles 
District 11 Superintendent 



DISTRICT NEWS (Continued) 

Camp Director Flovd Parker (left) 
and staff member. 
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The "Cheraw Hilton," one of the 
entries in the cabin decorating 
contest. 

Lunch time for campers. 



DISTRICT NEWS 

Prize winners at the Big Daddy 
Fishing Tournament, held August 11 
at Santee State Park. On left is 
Michael Wychoff of Blythewood, who 
copped the big fish award by landing a 
nine-pound, eight-ounce catfish. It 
was the only catch of the day for him 
and his dad! Next to Michael is Erica 
McLhinney of Sumter, who teamed 
with her dad to catch 35 pounds, nine 
ounces of fish. The other youngsters 
are not identified. 

Santee Superintendent Mike 
Davidson observes the awards 
ceremony at the Big Daddy Fishing 
Tournament. Teams consisted of 
one adult and one child, with 
trophies awarded to the junior 
members of the winning teams. 

Restroom at Cheraw's group camp 
after renovation by the park crew. 



DISTRICT NEWS (Continued) 

Caesars Head Ranger/Naturalist Irvin Pitts (left) and 
State Park Naturalist Mark Barker observing Indian 
Cucumber-root. This species, which grows in rich 
woods, is snow white, crisp, tender and delicious, with 
a distinct flavor of cucumber. 

IVlore promotions and transfers have occurred in 
District III since the last issue of Park Lites than in the last 
five years! Many of these were brought about by the 
retirement of Ed Miller from Paris Mountain and the 
opening of Lake Hartwell State Park. Since we have 
four districts in the State Parks Division, promotions, 
transfers and the overall turnover rate these past three 
months have been unusually high. 

With promotions and transfers in mind, I would like to 
point out the need for pride in one's position, regardless of 
where or in what area it might be. An employee should take 
pride in one's self, in our Department and the state of South 
Carolina. An employee taking pride in these areas will 
surely take pride in his/her work. 

During what seems to be a never-ending summer season, 
everyone including myself occasionally becomes frustrated 
and seems to lose that essential pride of being a State Park 
employee. When this happens we need to sit down and 
think about the importance of our particular jobs and that of 
PRT as a whole. 

After you have given some thought to the importance of 
the role you play even in routine daily duties, your pride 
should soon be restored. 

Think about the number of visitors that depend upon you 
daily for information, first aid, advice or directions to a nice, 
clean place to enjoy a few hours or a vacation! The next time 
that you start feeling that a get by job is good enough, think 
about the number of people depending on you! Take Pride! 

Horace Craig 
District III Superintendent 

The waterfall at Wildcat Wayside, a tiny park on S.C. 
11 near Pleasant Ridge State Park. This 63-acre tract 
presents an extraordinary amount of natural beauty. 
Large beech, hemlock and tulip trees may be found 
there, in addition to a thick understory of 
rhododendron, mountain laurel and wildflowers. 



DISTRICT NEWS 

With several new parks being developed, this summer 
has been one with many personnel changes. District Four 
personnel who received promotions were Phil Gaines, PMA 
at Kings Mountain to Superintendent of Lake 
Wateree State Park; Ricky Freeman, Ranger I at 
Hamilton Branch to Ranger II at Sesquicentennial; 
John Culbreth, Ranger II at Sesqui to Assistant 
Superintendent of Table Rock; and James Christie, PMA 
at Hickory Knob to Assistant Superintendent at 
Hunting Island. 

Personnel from District Two to receive promotions and 
move into District Four were Mark Dudley, promoted to 
PMA at Hickory Knob; Harold Pate, promoted to 
Ranger II at Lake Wateree; and Michael Gooding, 
promoted to Ranger II at Baker Creek. Congratulations 
are extended to all of these individuals on their 
advancements with the division. Congratulations are also 
extended to Michael and Sybil Gooding on the birth of a 
son, Michael Blake, who arrived on August 5, 1984, two 
weeks after they moved to Baker Creek. 

New faces seen in the division are Donny Davis at 
Andrew Jackson, Sonny White at Hamilton Branch, 
Max Johnson at Kings Mountain and Frankie Dodson at 
Baker Creek. Best wishes to these individuals for a 
successful career with state parks. In some instances, these 
changes have caused hardships on other personnel of 
affected parks. My appreciation goes out to you who put 
forth that extra effort to keep operations running smoothly. 

This fiscal year ended as one of the best with regard to 
revenue produced. Eight of the ten parks in this district 
showed an increase over last fiscal year. Many of you 
worked hard to achieve this goal. Sometimes it seemed that 
the goal was beyond reach, but perserverance paid off. 
Even though July was a wet month, we can catch up and 
have another record breaker next year. It will mean trying a 
little harder but it can be done! 

It has been pleasing to see some of you already 
completing projects approved for this year. With the new 
method of approval, work can begin before all of the 
summer personnel are gone. From what I have seen, this is 
going to be a big year for maintenance improvements 
throughout the system. The key to our success is 
dependent upon how well each of us performs our duties. 
Do you share in planning, implementing and completing a 
job. Time and money can be saved! 

Construction of Lake Wateree State Park 
continues but the weather has slowed down progress 
somewhat. Contractors are still working on residences, 
comfort station, the maintenance shop and the tackle shop. 
J. R. Altman and the construction crew are completing 
campground electrical and plumbing utilities to each 
campsite. Hopefully the park will be ready to open in 
October. 

Until next time, I will sign off and wish for each employee 
continued success with PRT. 

C. F. Parkman 
District IV Superintendent 

Foundation plantings and flower beds have enhanced 
the appearance of the clubhouse at Hickory Knob State 
Resort Park's golf course. 

Youngsters at Sesquicentennial State Park engaged in 
a friendly game of kick ball. 



DISTRICT NEWS (Continued) 

Youngsters playing carpet golf at 
Kings Mountain State Park. The 
course is located between two picnic 
areas and the 125-site camping area. 

C a m p e r s  e n j o y i n g  a  s u n n y  
afternoon at Kings Mountain. 

Chief Naturalist Joe Frank Watson 
(left) and Allen de Hart examine a 
copy of de Hart's recently-completed 
book, "South Carolina Hiking Trails." 
This guide covers a variety of trails in 
the Palmetto State, and includes 
maps, photographs and historical 
references. Director of Public Affairs 
at Louisburg College in North 
Carolina, Allen de Hart is a member of 
numerous conservation and outdoor 
organizations and a prolific writer of 
outdoor hiking guides. 



PROGRAMS SECTION REPORT 

SUMMER PROGRAMS 

The Summer of 1984 was very rewarding from the 
programs' perspective. The quality of our summer 
recreation and nature activities showed significant 
improvement. Joe Watson and Barbara Lang conducted 
the most success recruiting campaign that we have had. 
Improvements were also noted in the orientation and 
training sessions for our recreators and naturalists. 

I had the opportunity to personally observe the summer 
programs on several of our parks, comparing them to each 
other as well as to what other southeastern state park 
systems provide. The efforts of our seasonal employees 
were admirable, considering that they must start from 
scratch upon arrival at their park and are limited to ten to 
twelve weeks in which to develop a program. It seems that 
by the time a routine is established and good ideas have 
been implemented, the summer is over. 

The full-time programs specialist position at Hickory 
Knob enables the park to conduct more meaningful 
programs for park visitors. There is the opportunity to 
constantly refine and improve the more routine programs, 
as well as implement the larger and more involved special 
events. This continuity is essential in this type setting. 

Seeing Kay Onley and Caroline Apple in action at 
Hickory Knob created a renewed appreciation for their 
efforts to accommodate the hundreds of park visitors each 
week. They display a great deal of patience in dealing with 
park visitors that tend to take their efforts for granted. 

Our coastal parks as a group seemed to improve 
considerably in 1984. We were very disappointed that David 
Bennett's illness caused him to leave Edisto prematurely, 
but we are expecting him to return in 1985. 

The programs at Table Rock overcame a midsummer 
change in personnel. Laurie Sawyer came on in July to help 
Ervin Pitts conduct a strong schedule at that park. 

Kings Mountain continued to expand the programs at the 
History Farm. The team of Will Hiott, Lynn McConnell and 
Karen Becker conducted demonstrations in dozens of early 
American crafts, some starting as early as April. 

CAESARS HEAD INTERPRETATION 
Denise Mills Kelly was hired as ranger/naturalist at 

Caesars Head in February, 1983. Since that time, with the 
cooperation and help of the other Caesars Head 
employees, she planned and conducted dozens of outdoor 
recreation, interpretive and cultural activities. Her strong 
interest in music, folk crafts, natural resources and 
interpretation enabled her to conduct a wide range of very 
high quality programs that created a renewed awareness 
and a greater appreciation for the Mountain Bridge area. 

Denise has resigned her position at Caesars Head to help 
her husband in his outdoor adventure and equipment 
business. Her experience and enthusiasm will be missed. 

The ranger/naturalist concept overcame a number of 
growing pains to help Caesars Head to be recognized as 
one of South Carolina's most significant resources rather 
than just a store on the side of U.S. 276. The right 
combination of personnel is essential for such an 
undertaking. Pete Davis, Denise and Rock Putman were a 
good combination. Now, Todd Rexrode and Steven Long 
are teaming with Ervin Pitts to continue and expand the 
program at Caesars Head. 

AQUATIC WEEDS 
Mark Barker has been making the rounds to help the 

Department of Water Resources identify our biggest 
problem areas with regard to aquatic weeds. This is a very 
serious problem that is getting worse; we hope that grant 
money will be forthcoming to help us bring the problem 
under control. 

This year's Atalaya Arts and Crafts Festival was held 
the weekend following the onslaught of Hurricane 
Diana, which ravaged the nearby North Carolina 
coast. Park officials, resigned to the possibility of poor 
attendance, were greatly surprised and pleased when 
more than nine thousand persons visited Huntington 
Beach State Park that weekend! 

C.C.C. REUNION 
On August 18, a crowd of over 1,000 people came to 

Sesqui to participate in the Civilian Conservation Corps 
Reunion. This group of veterans and their families were the 
guests of the South Carolina State Park System as we paid 
tribute to them for their significant role in preserving our 
natural resources and especially in providing the labor that 
created the South Carolina State Park System. 

The overall success of this event was the culmination of 
the work of literally dozens of people. I do want to pay 
tribute to Joe Watson for spearheading the project and 
generating the tremendous publicity; to Vandell Davis for 
developing an extensive list of veterans; and to George 
Gordon for the initiative he displayed in laying the 
groundwork for the event to take place at Sesqui. George 
and his crew had the grounds immaculate. 



WILDLIFE ART 
For four weeks during July and August, we were honored 

to feature the work of two of the southeast's finest wildlife 
artists at the Hickory Knob lodge. 

Judy Mizell displayed original watercolors and prints of 
birds and mammals. She has participated in the last seven 
Atalaya Festivals, and her work is in great demand all over 
the east coast. 

Smith McDonald's bird carvings added a touch to the 
lodge that left a tremendous impression on the park guests 
(and staff). The detail of his work is such that each feather of 
his subject is carved. 

The response to this was such that we plan to make it an 
ongoing attraction by scheduling a variety of art and crafts 
displays. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
October 6-7 
October 13-14 
October 20-21 

October 26-28 
November 9-10 
November 30-December 1 
December 1-2 
December 9 
December 15-16 

Table Rock Trek 
Colonial Life at C.T.L. 
Fall Color Walks at Oconee, 
Table Rock and Ceasars Head 
Paris Mountain Outdoor Retreat 
Fall Clogging at Oconee 
Hickory Knob Holiday Creations 
Santee Birding Workshop 
Christmas at Rose Hill 
Guillebeau Open House at Hickory 
Knob 

I want to express a special note of thanks to Dana Sawyer 
for developing the series of Park Lites articles featuring the 
growth of the South Carolina State Park System. Several 
staff members have provided a great deal of assistance on 
this, and their efforts are also appreciated. 

A CLASS ACT 
My Summer Park Lites report had already been 

submitted when Eddie Miller's retirement celebration took 
place in late May, so I want to take this opportunity to 
express my thanks to Eddie. 

The retirement party in was Eddie's honor: it was his 
night. But Eddie Miller seemed to make a concerted effort 
to make it a celebration for everybody. He took time to 
speak to and reminisce with each person there. He made 
them feel that they were an important part of his tenure with 
State Parks. He certainly enjoyed the tribute, but I suspect 
his guests enjoyed it even more because of this. 

Eddie, we appreciate the opportunity to have been 
associated with you! 

NEW PARKS BROCHURE 
At first glance you may not notice any changes in the 

State Parks color brochure. A closer look will reveal a cover 
with some design changes, a much improved location map, 
and several new photographs. Any suggestions regarding 
changes for the next printing are welcome. 

ALL ABOUT THE FIVE P's. 

The impression that state park visitors form about a 
state park is obviously based upon many things, including 
the condition of the facilities, the weather (many people 
don't know how to enjoy a rainy day!) and the treatment 
they receive from park employees. Of all the park 
employees that deal with park visitors each day, probably 
none make a greater impact or have the opportunity to 
make a better impression than the programs 
leaders...recreators, and naturalists. 

Their work involves planning, promoting and presenting 
park programs (hence the five p's and a world champion 
alliteration!) Those of us in the Programs Section that work 
closely with these young people have first-hand knowledge 
that their work is well-done, but don't take our word for it! 
Here's what Mrs. Margaret Young of LaGrangeville, New 
York, had to say about the work of Naturalist David 
Bennett at Edisto Beach (and this letter is representative of 
others received concerning programs leaders at other 
parks)..."Ear/y this summer we had the pleasure of staying 
at Edisto Beach State Park for ten days. We enjoyed our 
stay immensely...the surroundings, the beach, the nature 
euents were so exciting and educational. The whole 
experience was enhanced by the help and interest shown 
by David Bennett. Our young son enjoyed the planned 
euents, coordinated by David...crafts, nature talks, sand-
building contests and family nights. David took a special 
interest in making his 'students'(young and old alike) feel at 
ease. His presence was a definite asset to the park! We 
enjoyed our stay and look forward to the privilege of 
returning in the future!" 

What effect does such a summer of work have upon a 
young adult working at a state park as a programs leader? 
Connie Carmichael, who spent the summer working as the 
Naturalist at Huntington Beach State Park, wrote the 
following: "Words cannot express what Huntington Beach 
State Park has been to me. I have had a wonderful and 
educational summer through all the many campers visiting 
this unique place. Huntington Beach and Murrells Inlet 
have always been special to me, but through this 
experience it has become an inspiration to my career 
pursuits. The fellow personnel here were fantastic people 
to work and Hue with. Mr. Copeland is an excellent 
superintendent and friend. Thank you for allowing me to 
experience such a beautiful place rich with wildlife and 
wonderful people. I will never forget it." 

The summer of 1984 has come and gone, and with it the 
folks involved in the Five P's. Here's the list, and to them 
goes our thanks for a job well done! Edisto Beach - David 
Bennett; Greenwood - Stan Sullivan; Hickory Knob -
Caroline Apple; Hunting Island - Jim Burden and Cindy 

Lawrence; Huntington Beach - Connie Carmichael and 
Sherie Ray; Kings Mountain - Will Hiott and Lyn 
McConnell; Myrtle Beach - Elspeth Jewell and Shay 
Shealy; Oconee - James Barnwell and Nancy Meyers; 
Santee - Chip Dennis; Table Rock - Irvin Pitts and Laurie 
Sawyer. 

Dan Turpin 
Programs Coordinator 



PERSONNEL CHANGES 

NEW EMPLOYEES 

Mark Baker - Ranger I, Lee 
June Benton - Clerk Specialist, Myrtle Beach 
Thomas L. Bradley - Ranger I, Kings Mountain 
Richard E. Bruce - Trades Craftsman, Hunting Island 
David Butts - Ranger I, Redcliffe 
Eddie Dennis - Groundskeeper, Kickory Knob 
Russell Fielding - Ranger I, Edisto Beach 
Michael Grambrell - Trades Craftsman, Table Rock 
David W. Gordon - Trades Craftsman, Kings Mountain 
Timothy Graham - Ranger 1, Charles Towne Landing 
Dorinda Q. Harmon - Craftsworker I, Charles Towne 

Landing 
Kenneth Martin - Ranger I, Kings Mountain 
Lisa A. Newman - Administrative Specialist, Columbia 

Office 
Thomas Perry - PMA, Myrtle Beach 
Charles Pitts - Ranger I, Caesars Head 
David Stancil • Ranger I, Pleasant Ridge 
Sonny White - Ranger 1, Hamilton Branch 

RESIGNATIONS 

Karen Becker - Ranger I, Kings Mountain 
James Harrelson - Ranger I, Andrew Jackson 
Denise Kelly - Ranger I, Caesars Head 
David Nute - Ranger II, Baker Creek 
June Schirmer - Clerk Specialist, Charles Towne 

Landing 
Larry Tomkins - Groundskeeper, Hickory Knob 
Clarene Turner - Clerk Specialist, Myrtle Beach 

PROMOTIONS AND TRANSFERS 

Kurt Becht - From Supt. Ill, Edisto Beach to Assistant 
Chief of Maintenance, Columbia Office 

Stephen Berry • From PMA, Myrtle Beach to 
Superintendent II, Lynches River 

James Christie - From PMA, Hickory Knob to Assistant 
Superintendent, Hunting Island 

John Culbreth - From Ranger II, Sesqui to Assistant 
Superintendent Table Rock 

Glen Davis - From Assistant Superintendent, Hunting 
Island to Superintendent II, Lake Hartwell 

Frank Dodson - From Ranger I, Table Rock to Ranger I, 
Baker Creek 

Mark Dudley - From Ranger I, Lee to PMA, Hickory 
Knob 

Ricky Freeman - From Ranger I, Hamilton Branch to 
Ranger II, Sesqui 

Phil Gaines - From PMA, Kings Mountain to 
Superintendent II, Lake Wateree 

Michael Gooding - From Ranger I, Aiken to Ranger II, 
Baker Creek 

Frances Herlong - From Ranger I, Kings Mountain to 
PMA, Kings Mountain 

Robert McFadden - From Ranger I, Redcliffe to Ranger 
I, 

Aiken 
Harold Pate - From Ranger I, Lynches River, to Ranger II, 

Lake Wateree 
James Potter - From Ranger I, CTL to PMA, Santee 
Ray Stevens - From Superintendent II, Lynches River to 

Superintendent III, Edisto Beach 

Kurt Becht Stephen Berry Glen Davis Phil Gaines Ray Stevens 



WHAT'S IN A NAME? 
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tach of us can probably recall a childhood experience 
involving our use of words which we either did not 
understand or have definitions or meanings. Our parents 
would scold us as they told us that we should not use words 
when we didn't know what they meant! 

The above error is not limited just to children! During the 
many months during which the Programs staff was involved 
in planning for the CCC Reunion at Sesquicentennial 
State Park, we used the term old codger frequently when 
discussing activities and plans for the event. One day I 
decided to check the dictionary for a concise definition of 
codger and was mildly surprised to find that the word was 
defined as a mildly eccentric or disreputable fellowl. The 
word was probably derived from cadger, meaning a 
huckster or one who begs or sponges. 

None of the above definitions apply to the Civilian 
Conservation Corps workers, so we quickly dropped the 
word codger from our vocabulary! 

It would have done your heart good to see the hundreds 
of old codgers (oops! I mean former CCC workers) 
engrossed in friendly conversation around the log house at 
Sesqui! Their reunion at Sesqui on August 18 was just that, 
and many of these fellows had not seen one another since 
the thirties! While the majority came from South Carolina 
and other southeastern states, a few came from as far away 
as Arizona and California! 

Although the C.C.C. Reunion was not designed to be a 
revenue-producing event, it was highly successful in 
bringing together hundreds of former CCC workers to 
recognize them and the lasting work that they did some fifty 
years ago! 

The busy summer season not only is the busiest time of 
the year at our state parks, but also is the time when our 
mail box fills to overflowing. We enjoy getting 
complimentary letters from state park visitors, but we are 
particularly pleased when a visitor finds his or her 
confidence restored as a result of a satisfying experience at 
a state park. 

Consider this letter from Sallie Satterthwaite of 
Peachtree City, Georiga ...Just a brief note to congratulate 
South Carolina on your fine state parks... After two weeks 
on the road, every night but one camping in our 1980 VW 
camper, we were on our way home. We had driven through 
Pennsylvania, New York, Massachusetts, New Jersey, 
Maryland, Virginia, and North Carolina, stopping to visit 
relatives and seeking occasional rest and relaxation. When 
possible, we use state parks, but this trip, we found 
ourselves more often than not in private campgrounds. 
Some were not too bad, but we had a terrible experience in 
a private campground in Duck, North Carolina, where 
campers lined up as on a parking lot, and no control 
whatsoever was implemented. We had loud TVs, loud 
mufflers, loud people at all hours, and as a result we swore 
off camping for the rest of the trip...One night in a motel 
with paper-thin sheets and a noisy air conditioner, 
however, and we were really glad we were heading home. 

My husband needed to visit a sailboat manufacturer in 
Irmo, near Columbia, and, arriving late, we looked for a 
place to stay until the next day's business hours. All we 
could find was Dreher Island State Park, and were we glad 
we did! From the friendly young girl at the gate, to the well 
spaced campsites, to the cordial and professional ranger 
who came to us to check us in, to the clean modern 
restrooms, to the lulling sound of Lake Murray slapping the 
pebbly water's edge—everything was perfect, and we left 
refreshed and sorry only that we had to be back at work 
today...We have been similarly pleased at Barnwell and 
Hunting Island. Thank you for restoring our faith in 
camping, and congratulations again. By the way, I am 
NOT sending this by way of an open letter-to-local-editor, 
and we are NOT telling friends here about you. We want to 
find Dreher Island as uncrowded next time as did July 30. 

It is not uncommon for people to keep secrets like this to 
themselves, and not share the good news with friends! 
However, we appreciate the good work of the state park 
team that results in such a favorable impression being left in 
the minds of state park visitors! 

Serving the public is what we're all about, and I'll put our 
team up against all the others! If you don't think we're the 
very best, just ask me and I'll tell you! 

Dana L. Sawyer 
Editor 
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Two recent ceremonies at Governor Dick Riley's office involved PRT personnel. 

At left, Governor Dick Riley presents a South Carolina Energy Conservation Innovation Award to Chief Historian 
Mike Foley as Redcliffe Plantation Superintendent Gene Cobb observes. The unusual heating system at Redcliffe, 
which utilizes hot water heated by a large wood-fired furnace located outside the home, was one of ten state 
awards presented August 9. PRT's award was one of three recommended by the Governor's Division of Energy 
Policy to the U.S. Department of Energy for consideration in receiving a National Energy Innovation Award. (Word 
was received at press-time that the Redcliffe project had been selected to receive Special Recognition, the highest 
award category under the National Awards for Energy Innovation. Ed.) At right, former PRT Commissioner C.B. 
Askins receives a special award and commendation from PRT Commissioner Charles A. Bundy as Governor Dick 
Riley observes. Governor Riley presented Mr. Askins with The Order of the Palmetto for his distinguished ser
vice to the state of South Carolina. Mr. Askins served on the PRT Commission from 1970 to 1984, and was Chair
man of the Commission's Tourism Committee. He is owner of C.B. Askins and Company, Lake City and is a 
member of the Board of Trustees of Coker College in Hartsville. That institution recently conferred an Honorary 
Doctorate degree on Mr. Askins. 


