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DIVISION OF STATE PARKS 
RAY M. SISK — State Parks Director 
KENNETH O. KOLB — Assistant State Parks Director 
LARRY DUNCAN — District I Superintendent 
VAN STICKLES — District II Superintendent 
HORACE CRAIG — District III Superintendent 
CHARLIE F. PARKMAN — District IV Superintendent 
JAMES B. WORK — Chief of Maintenance 
CHARLES HARRISON — Chief of Park Operations 
MICHAEL N. HUNT — Administrative Assistant 
EDMOND L. BROWN, JR. — Safety Coordinator 
DAN TURPIN — Programs Coordinator 
LEONARD JONES — Superintendent, Service and Supply Center 
J. PAUL ROSS — Manager, Service and Supply Center 
JAMES B. KING — Chief of Merchandising 
ANDREW GILLENS — Concessions Supervisor 
DONNIE CRIDER — Concessions Supervisor 
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MIKE FOLEY — Chief Historian 
RAY SIGMON — Historic Researcher 
MARION EDMONDS — Historic Resources Coordinator 
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SUSAN FOWLER — Office Manager, Service and Supply Center 
VALERIE ASHFORD — Secretary, Service and Supply Center 
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ABOUT THE COVER: 
The Guillebeau House, built in 
the 1770's, on a journey from a 
site off S.C. 81 in McCormick 
County to Hickory Knob State 
Park. Listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places, the 
Guillebeau House will be 
renovated and used for historic 
tours and as a rental unit. 

(Photo by Work) 



It is my pleasure to report that we've had the best 
summer season on record as far as revenue is concerned. 
This is good and somewhat extraordinary because of the 
economic crunch, which, as you will recall, resulted in our 
not filling several positions as well as putting some 
permanent improvement projects on hold. 

I'm happy to report that some of these items have now 
been freed up. Work is currently in progress on new parks 
at Lake Hartwell and Wateree. The green light was given to 
three (3) major sewer projects whose funds had been 
frozen, and the dome project at Charles Towne Landing 
was also given the go-ahead. The Guillebeau House has 
been moved to Hickory Knob and is being renovated for a 
rental cabin. Permission also has been received to start up 
several other small projects. 

All of you have had a demanding summer, with some of 
the hottest weather on record, which consequently brought 
in huge crowds at all of our parks. You and your people are 
to be congratulated for the outstanding work you have been 
performing. 

/ f  fiy 
Ray M. Sisk 

Director 
Division of State Parks 



MEMBERS OF THE PRT COMMISSION 

Charles A. Bundy of Lancaster is chairman of the 
PRT Commission. Mr. Bundy began his service on the 
Commission in 1978 as the commissioner from the 5th 
Congressional District. Governor Richard W. Riley 
appointed him chairman in 1983. A graduate of Wofford 
College, Mr. Bundy is president of Elliott White Springs 
Foundation, Inc., Lancaster, and a member of the board 
of trustees of Columbia College. He is past president of 
the Lancaster Rotary Club and the Lancaster County 
Chamber of Commerce. 

David Therrell "Terry" Collier of Columbia is vice 
chairman of the PRT Commission. Mr. Collier, who 
represents the 2nd Congressional District, is chairman 
of the Commission's Finance Committee. A graduate of 
the University of South Carolina, Mr. Collier is president 
and owner of the Collier Company, a real estate 
brokerage, development and management firm in 
Columbia. 

W. Brantley Harvey, Jr. of Beaufort is a member of 
the PRT Commission's Recreation and Tourism 
Committees and represents the 1st Congressional 
District. He is a graduate of the Citadel and has a law 
degree from the University of South Carolina. Mr. 
Harvey was a member of the House of Representatives 
from 1959 to 1974, when he was elected Lieutenant 
Governor. 

Lou Grant of Aiken is chairperson of the PRT 
Commission's Recreation Committee, and represents 
the 3rd Congressional District. She attended both 
Carson Newman College and the University of 
Tennessee, and is a real estate broker for the Lyon-
Croft-Weeks agency. Mrs. Grant serves on the Aiken 
Technical College Foundation Board and is a member of 
the Palmetto Women's Cabinet. She is the widow of 
George H. Grant, a former member of the S.C. House of 
Representatives and trustee of the University of South 
Carolina. 

Hubert Hendrix of Spartanburg is chairman of the 
PRT Commission's Parks Committee. Mr. Hendrix, who 
represents the 4th Congressional District, serves on the 
Commission's Finance Committee. A graduate of the 
University of South Carolina, Mr. Hendrix is publisher of 
the Spartanburg Herald-Journal and president of the 
United Services Council, a planning agency for the 
United Way. 

Hubert D. Osteen, Jr. of Sumter is a member of the 
PRT Commission's Parks and Tourism Committees, 
and represents the 5th Congressional District. He is a 
graduate of the University of Missouri and Columbia 
University's School of Journalism. Mr. Osteen is editor 
of the Sumter Daily Item. 

C.B. Askins of Lake City is chairman of the PRT 
Commission's Tourism Committee. Mr. Askins, who 
represents the 6th Congressional District, is a member 
of the Parks Committee. He is owner of C.B. Askins and 
Company, general contractors, and is a member of the 
board of trustees of Coker College in Hartsville. 

Sen. William W. Doar, Jr. of Georgetown is an ex-
officio member of the PRT Commission, and a member 
of the Executive Committee. Senator Doar, who is 
chairman of the legislature's Joint Committee on 
Tourism and Trade, served in the House of 
Representatives from 1967 to 1972. He has been a 
member of the Senate since 1973. He is an attorney in the 
firm of Moore, Flower and Doar. 

Rep. Jennings G. McAbee of McCormick is an ex-
officio member of the PRT Commission, and a member 
of the Finance Committee. Representative McAbee, 
who is a member of the legislature's Joint Committee on 
Tourism and Trade, has served in the House of 
Representatives since 1975. He is a graduate of Wofford 
College. 

Paul B. Ellis III of Greenville is an ex-officio member of 
the PRT Commission, and a member of the Recreation 
Committee. Mr. Ellis, who is president of the S.C. 
Recreation and Park Society, is an RPA graduate of 
Clemson University. He is a board member of the 
Greenville Metropolitan Arts Council, a member of the 
Clemson Forestry and Recreation Foundation, and 
coordinator of the Greenville County Recreation 
Advisory Council. 



DATES OF ACQUISITION 

South Carolina State Parks 

1934 
March 
July 
August 
August 
October 
November 

1935 
February 
April 
May 
May 
June 
July 

1937 
July 
August 

1938 
April 
July 

1942 
January 15 

1944 

1945 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1953 

1960 
January 
May 
July 

1966 

Cheraw 
Aiken 
Poinsett 
Myrtle Beach 
Givhans Ferry 
Kings Mountain 

Edisto Beach 
Paris Mountain 
Table Rock 
Chester 
Lee 
Oconee 

Barnwell 
Sesquicentennial 

Greenwood 
Hunting Island 

Santee 

Colleton 

Rivers Bridge 

Croft 

Pleasant Ridge 

Little Pee Dee 

Andrew Jackson 

Old Dorchester 
Huntington Beach 
Rose Hill 

Sadlers Creek 

1967 

1969 
July 31 
December 31 

1970 
December 18 
December 20 

1971 
April 17 
May 26 
July 1 
July 21 

1972 
November 17 

1973 
March 28 
June 1 
July 18 

1975 
June 10 
June 23 
July 16 
August 4 

1976 
June 3 
December 15 

December 15 

1979 
May 29 

1980 
February 4 
July 11 

1982 
February 
July 21 

Baker Creek 

Hickory Knob 
Dreher Island 

Landsford Canal 
Keowee-Toxaway 

Lynches River 
Hampton Plantation 
Charles Towne Landing 
Wildcat Wayside 

Hamilton Branch 

Redcliffe 
N.R. Goodale 
Woods Bay 

Hanging Rock 
Musgrove Mill 
Long Bluff 
Drayton Hall 

Oconee Station 
Jones Gap (now part of 
Caesars Head) 
Lake Hartwell (Additions 
were made to this 
property in 1977 & 1979) 

Caesars Head 

Jasper 
Lake Warren 

Lake Wateree 
McCalla & Calhoun Falls 

Joe Frank Watson 
Chief Naturalist 



STATE PARK ATTENDANCE 

Fiscal 
CABIN 

PARK USERS CAMPERS 
Aiken 3,449 
Andrew Jackson 3,406 
Baker Creek 20,152 
Barnwell 1,546 1,378 
Caesars Head 
Charles Towne Landing 
Cheraw 3,112 2,303 
Chester - 5,019 
Colleton 4 671 
Croft - 5*089 
Dreher Island 19,550 
Edisto Beach 6,290 57,835 
Givhans Ferry 6,207 8,691 
Goodale 
Greenwood 25,012 
Hamilton Branch 40,185 
Hampton Plantation 
Hickory Knob 33,468 10,133 
Hunting Island 23,336 98,654 
Huntington Beach 80,559 
Keowee-Toxaway 1,806 1,448 
Kings Mountain 22,551 
Landsford Canal 
Lee 8,790 
Little Pee Dee 7,076 
Lynches River 
Myrtle Beach 7,546 187,460 
Oconee 20,182 35,170 
Old Dorchester 
Paris Mountain - 12,732 
Pleasant Ridge 1,369 4,540 
Poinsett 4,058 5,148 
Redcliffe 
Rivers Bridge - 1,679 
Rose Hill 
Sadlers Creek 12,055 
Santee 38,955 57,557 
Sesquicentennial 24,157 
Table Rock 18,064 23,675 
Woods Bay 

-83 

TOTAL PARK 
FISHERMAN PICNICKERS VISITORS 

3,022 52,086 69,356 
1,574 24,600 114,500 

65,644 150,792 309,944 
380 51,000 59,020 

236,562 359,604 
249,601 

1,251 28,218 102,112 
4,588 38,449 159,872 

669 9,759 31,770 
7,479 33,511 258,220 

17,589 113,494 175,404 
152,119 224,847 

977 60,852 78,288 
1,848 20,609 85,910 

14,644 107,642 232,084 
51,838 43,983 172,784 

4,044 13,600 
19,309 526,984 
70,025 801,504 1,153,928 
27,229 88,442 511,120 

476 12,255 32,152 
1,564 101,774 225,512 
3,008 8,246 42,300 
1,518 24,401 80,496 

16,138 40,742 107,228 
1,467 12,801 79,444 

35,720 1,196,749 1,769,544 
9,977 104,253 261,224 
5,923 158,504 161,292 
4,138 132,405 331,600 
5,899 10,933 50,729 
1,978 45,616 92,720 

925 3,584 
1,047 25,153 53,180 

6,511 12,892 
7,562 23,500 117,344 

104,723 79,171 801,660 
2,501 153,408 331,332 

576 114,556 225,748 
2,676 4,138 17,356 

TOTAL 165,939 790,124 494,957 4,273,707 9,686,285 



OPERATIONS REPORT 

1 he old saying that time flies when you are having 
fun may be true, but I am sure that time moves quickly 
when we have a summer season as busy as this one. The 
increasing amount of gray in my hair indicates that I have 
survived another peak season. I am sure that your 
summer has gone by just as fast. 

This has been a rather normal fiscal year. Of course, a 
normal year for the Parks Division is one that is 
comprised of problems, high points, low points, constant 
change, and here and there, a few succeses. We did have 
a strong revenue year. The beginning of FY 82-83 (July 
and August of 1982) started with revenues above normal 
increases. This trend continued until this spring when 
the rain began. The slow down did create a good deal of 
concern about reaching the revenue projections. 

Our concerns disappeared when the sun came out 
and the month of June arrived. We ended the FY with 
revenue collections of slightly more than 6.2 million 
dollars. Last year we collected about 5.7 million dollars. 
The increase was almost enough to offset the increase in 
operating costs. 

The week of July 4th was the highest revenue week in 
the history of the Division. It exceeded last year's July 
4th week by $57,000. The week after July 4th this year 
exceeded last year by $50,000. Obviously we have gotten 
off to a good start this fiscal year. 

The Operations Section will be developing revenue 
projections for budget purposes and compiling costs of 
operations for each park during the next few weeks. We 
are moving into the use of a new revenue reporting 
system that, based on the first reports, will provide 
excellent information on specific park operations. 

In the area of continuing education, a Ranger 
Academy is planned for November and a course at the 
Criminal Justice Academy is planned for this winter. The 
Division has many employees that need this training and 
candidates are already being considered. 

The frequency of phone calls from the public and park 
superintendents is decreasing, so maybe we can begin to 
make progress in improving the operational concerns. 
The work seldom slows down here in the office and I 
know that the term "off season" has little meaning at the 
park level. I hope you can catch your breath, and just like 
the Operations Section, begin to correct the problems 
that became apparent this summer and also work to 
improve your park and its operation. 

Charles Harrison 
Chief of Operations 



DISTRICT NEWS 

District I 
It has really been a hot summer in the Carolina Low 

Country. Many days the temperature soared over 100 
degrees. If you don't think that is hot weather to be 
operating a push mower, just try it! 1 would like to 
express my appreciation to all the employees in District I 
for a job well done. 1 hope all of you enjoy a well earned 
and much deserved break this fall and winter. Summer is 
fine, but in state park work, fall and winter are divine. I'm 
ready for some cool air and deep breaths! I'd like to share 
with you the following animal stories recently heard 
around the District. 

A Male Otter - has been purchased from a Louisiana 
otter farm to become the mate for "Annie." The male is 
on the park and being introduced to the habitat. 

A White Raccoon - The only known remaining white 
raccoon was found by the park crew at Hunting Island 
last week after being killed by a car. 

A Blue Rabbit - One of the Information Clerks at 
Charles Towne Landing was perplexed recently when 
asked if he'd seen a blue rabbit come through the Main 
Gate. Oddly enough, another visitor had just asked the 
clerk to identify an odd colored snake. He was quite 
relieved, but embarrassed to find the gentleman was 
actually trying to locate some friends in a blue 
Volkswagen! 

Charles Towne Landing — The following work 
has been completed since the last issue of Park Lites: 
—New Town Pump constructed and installed in Settlers' 

Life Area 
—Henry Rush helped clean out the lagoon near the 

Waring home 
—Solar heaters have been installed in the Dome wall 
—Dome addition has been stained 
—New oversized doors installed at Dome 
—New posts at Transportation Center 
—A room has been partitioned off in the Maintenance 

Barn to house a donated Printing Press 
—New baseboards, carpet repair, painting and other 

work have been completed in the Interpretive Center. 
The work became necessary because of this spring's 
flooding. 

Colleton — Robert Sullivan and I welcome new 
Groundskeeper Toney Boyd. Toney has worked 
previously at Old Dorchester State Park with the CETA 
Program. A new primitive camping area has been 
constructed by the park crew. A pit toilet was approved 
by the Health Department and placed in the area. 
Edisto Beach — The pilings around the cabin crab 
dock have been replaced. The overflow campground 
and restroom have been completed and are in operation. 
Many thanks to the maintenance and construction 
crews. Hats off to the park crew who were also involved 
in the above projects in addition to their busy seasonal 
workload. 
Givhans Ferry — The painting of the exterior of the 
Recreation Building has been completed. In addition, 
Cabin #3 has been repainted by the park crew. The color 
was changed from a light green to sagebrush. Latex paint 
was used as I've seen proof more than once that latex 
does not promote the growth of mildew like oil paints. 
You will still get some mildew, but nowhere near the 
amount with oil-based paints. Congratulations to Rick 
Murray on his promotion to the Ranger I position at 
Givhans. Rick was previously the Groundskeeper at 
Colleton. 

Hampton Plantation — Congratulations to Bob 
and Marcia Mitchell on their marriage July 16. Welcome 
to Marcia and son, Nicholas to the State Park family. Bob 
has transplanted azaleas throughout the property. A 
door was replaced on the restroom. Park visitation and 
revenues are way up from last year. 
Hunting Island — Yes, the entrance and parking 
area roads were paved the first week in June and they are 
nice. Visitors feel better about paying the $1.00 parking 
fee now that they have good roads on which to ride. The 
road paving was a real morale booster for the park crew, 
who have been riding on the rough, dusty roads for 
several years. Welcome to Andy Davis and family, our 
new Assistant Superintendent; Mike Limehouse and 
family, our new Ranger II, and Steve Egan, our new PMA. 
The park crew has made repairs to the Carpet Golf 
Course, constructed new steps at the Recreation 
Building, and completed other projects in addition to 
routine maintenance. The new residence is complete 
and the mobile home has been relocated on the park. 

"Getting up in the world." Painting the community building at 
Givhans Ferry. 

(Photo by Duncan) 



DISTRICT NEWS (Continued) 

Huntington Beach — The 'Atalaya' Sales Gallery 
has been a very nice addition to the park. The gallery 
gives visitors a much more pleasing entrance to the 
former Huntington summer home. Campground wiring 
repairs have been completed by the park crew. The 
wiring problems were a result of the spring flooding. Park 
visitation and revenue receipts have been very good this 
summer. Flower beds at the Trading Post, on the 
causeway, and other areas have improved the park's 
appearance greatly. Welcome to Mike Caulder and 
family. Mike, formerly at Pleasant Ridge, was promoted 
to Ranger II after Homer Stanton was promoted to 
Ranger III and transferred to Croft State Park. 
Myrtle Beach — The new campsites have been 
completed and have stayed full every night this summer. 
Merle Rhodes says he has seen an increase in Trading 
Post sales as a result of the additional campers. 
Attendance and revenues at Myrtle Beach have been 
breaking records at Myrtle again this summer. The 
parking fee was implemented on April 1 this year and 
proved to be most profitable during April and May. 
Old Dorchester — Plans are in the making for a 
bridge across the Ashley River to be constructed. The 
bridge will connect the old and new properties. In the 
future, visitors will be playing and lodging on the new 
property and crossing the bridge for a visit to the Old 
Fort area. 
Rivers Bridge — The swimming pool season has 
proved to be much improved this year. We have had 
more swimmers than in years past. This may be one 
advantage of the hot summer we've experienced. 
Swimming classes are being offered on the park. 

Larry Duncan 
District I Superintendent 

Charles Towne Landing 

Mr. Otter has arrived. The latest addition to our 
newest Animal Forest habitat arrived by plane from 
Louisiana. At this writing he is still becoming accustomed 
to his new surroundings which Forest personnel hope 
will be home-sweet-home to him by mid-August. In the 
last issue of Park Lites we told the story of the arrival of 
Annie the Otter and the construction of her home. Mr. 
Otter (as yet unnamed) will be sharing the habitat with 
Annie. At the present time Forest personnel are not 
desirous of breeding the two. Rather, the primary 
objective remains stimulating the interest and 
entertainment of the pair romping together. 

It is hard to believe that there is only one month 
remaining in the summer of '83, one which proved to be a 
real record breaker for heat in South Carolina. Still to 
come is the 2nd Annual Chevy Show N Shine, a 
gathering sponsored by the Classic Chevy Club of 
Charleston. The summer film series ends this month 
with the most popular film of the season having been 
Bambi, the Disney classic. 

Anglers checking in at CTL's "Buddy Bream Tournament. 

We are looking forward to Labor Day as the next big 
crowd day. Many area residents will be spending that last 
weekend of summer with their families on an outing at 
the Landing. One of the events that has seemed to grow 
in popularity with our Labor Day visitors is the "Buddy 
Bream" Fishing Tournament held in the park lagoons. 

Sponsored by the Charleston Restaurant Association, 
we are pleased to have the return of "A Taste of 
Charleston" in September. Association members are 
looking for crowds in the neighborhood of six to seven 
thousand. The State Association has sponsored "A 
Taste of Columbia" and "A Taste of Beaufort" in the past 
year. 

While the spring and summer months have continued 
to see much use of the reserved picnic areas and the 
wedding garden, several company picnics and weddings 
are already on the books for the early fall. With recent 
news that the economy is improving we may be fortunate 
enough to have several company functions come back to 
the Landing which we have missed in recent years 
because decreases in business made them a burden for 
the companies. 

We close wishing you all a big Labor Day followed by 
the cool of the fall season. 

Robert M. Badger 
Public Information Specialist II 



DISTRICT NEWS 

istrict II 

Aiken — I would like to welcome Mike Hoofman and 
family back to District II. Also Michael Gooding and his 
new bride are welcome additions at Aiken. These men 
have done an excellent job in adapting to their new 
positions. 
Barnwell — Many plants from Kings Mountain have 
been put in around the community building, cabins, and 
park entrance. The community building remains popular 
with family reunions and large parties. 
Cheraw — The main shower house and restroom 
received phase one of our renovation plans. Interior 
shower walls as well as some exterior walls were blocked 
up, and the building was completely replumbed. Next 
year further block work will complete the renovation by 
the park crew. Swimming use has been steady this 
summer, but cabin use is off. Thanks go to the rangers at 
Poinsett and Santee for their help this spring in Camp 
Forest. 

Goodale — The bathhouse was painted this summer 
and brightened up this facility. The golf course has 
improved with recent showers and continues to receive 
good use. The irrigation lines put in by the park crew 
have really helped keep the greens looking good. 
Lee — Danny Jackson was recently married and we 
welcome his wife to Lee. The park crew has completed 
many minor projects this summer in addition to the 
routine tasks. 
Little Pee Dee — Emergency field line repairs had to 
be made this summer in the campground. The new 
retaining wall at the swimming area is working to hold 
back erosion and makes getting into the water more 
pleasant. 
Lynches River — Wayne Smith will be missed and I 
wish him luck in his new line of work. The pool operation 
has been smooth this summer with increased 
attendance. A recent state wide swim meet was held at 
the pool for three days. This was a good utilization of our 
facility, and brought in new visitors to the pool. 
Poinsett — I would like to welcome Ed Nesbit and 
Mel Felder to Poinsett. The park crew has been busy 
with usual duties. The cabins and campgrounds have 
received good use by construction workers at the Union 
Camp project. 
Redcliffe — The maintenance and park crews are 
installing a series of pipes deep in the ground in hopes of 
cooling the residence in the mansion. Group use has 
slowed down likely due to the hot weather. 
Santee — Todd Rexrode will be missed at Santee and 
I congratulate him on his promotion. The John Bigum 
Concerts were enjoyed by the campers this summer. A 
larger concert featured The Southern Land and Cattle 
Company, and was attended by both campers and other 
visitors. The Big Daddy Fishing Tournament was held 
August 13 with excellent interest and participation. 
Santee is fortunate this summer to have an excellent 
seasonal staff. 
Woods Bay — The picnic shelter has been painted 
and looks much better. The bay has attracted many 
fishermen, bird watchers, and nature enthusiasts this 
summer. 

District II parks are looking forward to a productive fall 
and winter work program. 

8 
Community recreation building at N.R. Goodale State Park. 

(Photo by Watson) 
Van Stickles 

District II Superintendent 



LAKE WATEREE STATE PARK 

This once peaceful land now reverberates to the growl of 
chain saws and the roar of bulldozers as the initial 
clearing takes place. 

Joe F. Watson 
Chief Naturalist 

This abandoned cabin will be demolished to make way for a 
camping area access road. 

A parking area for a boat landing will be located behind this line 
of trees. Commercial timber has been removed and the 
remaining stumps await removal by bulldozers. 

Looking across Lake Wateree from the causeway. One 
interpretation for the Indian name Wateree is "float on water." 

The first step is to remove timber from construction sites. 

Trees are removed so that the entrance road can be widened. 



SANTEE STATE PARK 

SANTEE STATE PARK 

It's hard for those of us born since the Great 
Depression to imagine a time when there wasn't a Lake 
Marion or a Lake Moultrie, when the highways around 
Santee and Elloree weren't filled with pickup trucks 
pulling boat trailers, and when there was no Santee State 
Park. Until 1939, however, the area between St. 
Matthews and Pinopolis was one of low-lying farms and 
cut-over woodlands, dotted here and there with the ruins 
of antebellum plantation homes. Life was hard in that 
region during the thirties. Unemployment was terribly 
high. So in 1939 South Carolina, acting through the 
Public Service Authority, decided to build a dam eight 
miles in length to divert the Santee River through a 
hydroelectric powerhouse and into the Cooper River. 
Three years and sixty-five million dollars later, the 
project was completed and Lake Marion, with its 100,000 
acre expanse of water, became the largest artificial lake 
east of the Appalachians. 

The idea of a state park along the shores of Lake 
Marion had been a part of the development plan of the 
project from the start. By the time Lake Marion was 
completed, however, World War II was underway and 
there was no time or money available for the 
establishment of a major new park. Two thousand three 
hundred and sixty four acres were set aside for 
development when peace returned, and by 1946 the first 
park facilities began to appear. By the spring of 1947 a 
picnic shelter, latrines, and fireplaces had been 
constructed, and during 1948 the first park visitors began 
to arrive. In its first full year of operation, 1949-50, Santee 
had 12,421 visitors. 

Times have certainly changed for Santee. Last year 
the park had 837,997 visitors. This throng of people came 
to fish, tour, play and just generally relax. Nowadays 
instead of a single picnic shelter and latrines they find 
every service available that leisure could demand. 

Santee offers the option of either camping or cabins. 
The park boasts two excellent campground areas with a 
total of 150 sites. In addition, there are the thirty 
"rondette" cabins including the famous ten which are 
uniquely situated on piers in Lake Marion. These 
unusually shaped cabins are completely furnished, 
heated and air-conditioned. Interior appointments are as 
comfortable as the most modern home. 

The "Village Round" meeting building compliments 
the rondette cabins and makes the park a perfect 
meeting or retreat location. This facility seats one 
hundred and provides restrooms, kitchenette, and a 
covered barbecue shelter. The rondette cabins as seen by park uisitors today. 

Cabins being built on Lake Marion. Ten were constructed on 
piers, and twenty on the shore. They were made available to 
the public in 1970, and have remained extremely popular to the 
present. 



Rental Cabin (now a ranger residence) - April 1955 Church group picnic - June 1956 

All of these accommodations are supported by a wide 
variety of recreational facilities including a swimming 
area, tennis courts, rental boats, playgrounds, nature 
trails, and rental bicycles. The fisherman is tempted to 
try his luck at the famous land-locked striped bass of 
Santee, some of which weigh over fifty pounds. In 
addition, Lake Marion boasts black crappie, channel 
catfish, white bass, and bream. To support the angler 
Santee State Park operates a grill, tackle shop, boat 
ramp and rental boats. 

If by some chance all Santee's recreational 
opportunities still don't keep you busy then the park's 
location near two major interstate highways and right in 
the heart of Santee-Cooper Country will provide the 
possibility for numerous day trips. Places to go and 
things to see within a short drive of Santee State Park 
include: Santee National Wildlife Refuge, Santee Indian 
Mound and Fort Watson, Four Holes Swamp, Mepkin 
Abbey, Eutaw Springs Battlefield, and Calhoun County 
Museum. These are just a few of the nearby places of 
interest the park staff can direct the visitor to. The fact is, 
there's been a world of change to the Santee-Cooper 
region since the first dams were built forty-five years ago, 
and Santee State Park has been, and continues to be, in 
the forefront of it all. 

Marion Edmonds 
Historic Resources Coordinator Boat ramp parking area - April 1955 11 



DISTRICT NEWS 

District 111 

Since the last issue of Park Lites, the rains have 
stopped, and we are experiencing some very hot 
weather. 

Every summer I say that this is the best season yet. 
Well, I'll say it again, since so far this has been a "bumper 
year." 

Very little maintenance has been done other than the 
routine. A room addition has been added to the small 
mobile home residence at Caesars Head under the 
guidance of Chevis Wald. 

The annuals from Kings Mountain have once again 
beautified our parks which makes the hard work of Lew 
Cato and Melanie Brodie worthwhile, not to mention the 
other plants we received this year. 

Several faces have changed around the district 
recently, so I welcome the new ones to District III and 
wish them and those that transferred within the district 
our best. 

1-85 Lake Hartwell is fast becoming a reality with 
residence and campground construction to start soon. 

I wish to thank everyone in District III for the effort put 
forth this season. Sometimes it's hard to "keep cool" in 
the heat with some visitors, but it seems most of you 
have. 

Again my thanks to each of you for a job well done. 

12 
H.W. Craig 

District III Superintendent 



DISTRICT NEWS (Continued) 

Caesars Head State Park 

V isitation and revenue are on the increase as the 
popularity of the Mountain Bridge Recreation Area 
continues to grow. I feel this can be directly attributed to 
the special events (no matter how large or small) that 
have been held recently. All of the events have run 
smoothly and have been a success. Bluegrass, Bar-B-
Q s, crafts shows, and day hikes have informed our park 
users what we have to offer here. Denise Kelly, Ranger-
Interpreter, has led several day hikes thru Jones Gap 
and down to Raven Cliff Falls with great response from 
the public. I have presented slide shows at Camp 
Greenville YMCA in hopes of educating the youngsters 
on the importance of protecting our environment. A day 
has not gone by that at least one group from the 
surrounding camps has hiked the new trail to Raven Cliff. 
Response from the Camp Directors is that this has been 
the highlight of the week for the kids. 

We have scheduled two overnight trips into Jones 
Gap. I feel that this could grow into one of the most 
popular events that we have to offer. 

Scheduled events for the upcoming months include 
more day hikes and concerts, the annual Scottish Fling, 
and a big Labor Day weekend that will include two 
excellent bluegrass bands. In October we will participate 
in the Mountain Heritage Days. 

Participation at these events will no doubt help us 
achieve the high goals that we set at the beginning of the 
season. 

I would like to thank District III Superintendent Craig, 
our Programs Section, and Rangers Putman and Kelly 
for the enthusiasm and hard work they have put forth to 
make this summer the most successful ever. 

Tabic Rock State Park 

^ince the last Park Lites came out, we at Table 
Rock State Park have received two new men and lost 
one. Ranger Thorn Griffin was transferred from Paris 
Mountain State Park over to Table Rock. Thorn replaced 
Bill Rampey and is a welcomed addition to the staff. PMA 
Todd Rexroad, from Santee State Park, was promoted 
to Assistant Superintendent here at Table Rock. Todd 
replaces James Taylor, who was promoted to 
Superintendent of Andrew Jackson State Park. We will 
all miss James and wish him all good luck at Andrew 
Jackson. We are sure Todd will do a good job here at 
Table Rock. 

The summer season has been rolling right along. The 
weather has been hot and dry and we have had plenty of 
visitors. During the weekends the swimming area has 
been packed, keeping everyone on their toes. The 
weekend of July 4 was as busy as I have seen. So far this 
summer we have been lucky and have not had to go up 
on the mountain trails after anyone. We are looking for 
business to slow down a little as the time of school nears 
and we look forward to getting back to winter projects. 

I would like to thank our summer employees for their 
ability and the quality of work they provided for us this 
year. 

John W. Culbreth 
Ranger 

Pete Davis 
Superintendent Comfort station in the camping area at Keowee-Toxaway. 

(Photo by Lucas) 



DISTRICT NEWS 

The summer of 1983 will definitly be remembered as 
one of the hottest in history. Not only was the 
temperature the highest, but every indications are that 
state park use was the highest. Attendance and revenue 
rebounded to all time highs after a sluggish wet spring. 
Everyone deserves a pat on the back for endurance in 
maintaining each park during such a hot busy summer. 

Retirements hit District IV with a bang in June. Jim 
Meadors, the Sesqui Scribe, retired to his home just off 
the park where he is enjoying his role as grandpa. Lew 
and Sue Griffin chose Santee-Cooper Country for their 
leisure years where good fishing and good golf courses 
are in abundance. We wish all of them the best the 
coming years have to offer. 

Arriving at Sesqui on June 16, George Gordon and his 
family set up housekeeping as he assumed the duties of 
superintendent. It did not take long for George to find 
out that parks in metropolitan areas are somewhat 
different from those in rural areas. As he said one day, 
"People sure have a lot more problems here." Hang in 
there, George. 

On July 6, we welcomed James Taylor and his family 
to Andrew Jackson. Jim has assumed his duties as 
superintendent and kept operations running smoothly. 

Amid the heat, visitors and transfers, many projects in 
parks of District IV have been undertaken. At Andrew 
Jackson, the park roads and main parking lot have been 
paved. Roads at Greenwood and Hickory Knob were 
resurfaced by the highway department. The 
maintenance crew and Hickory Knob park personnel 
have been busy renovating a mobile home into a storage 
facility. A historic log home was recently moved to 
Hickory Knob where it will be refurbished and used as a 
rental facility. 

Programs and new facilities helped increase visitation 
at some parks. The opening of the swimming area and 
bathhouse complex at Dreher Island was well received 
by the public. Baker Creek Superintendent, Roy 
Atkinson coordinated several programs to bring 
additional visitors to the park to enjoy concerts, square 
dancing, and have some good, clean family fun. 
Interpretive personnel at the Kings Mountain History 
Farm created greater visitor interest through portrayal 
of residents of that time period. 

Two new parks to District IV are McCalla State Park 
and a park in Lake Wateree. McCalla is located in 
Abbeville County on what will be Lake Russell. Extensive 
development will not begin for quite some time but bids 
are being taken to move one historical building to higher 
ground. The construction crew has begun clearing roads 
at Wateree and development of a campground will begin 
soon. 

With the summer season over, many of you will be 
taking vacations. Rest up, relax, travel safely and return 
ready to begin winter work programs. 

Charlie F. Parkman 
District IV Superintendent 



DISTRICT NEWS (Continued) 

The Guillebeau House, formerly located in the New 
Bordeaux settlement, is shown on its way to a new "home"at 
Hickory Knob State Resort Park. The house is now located on 
a site near the golf course within one-half mile of the lodge 
complex at Hickory Knob. The house, which will be available 
for rental and historic tours, will be renovated to enhance its 
original historic features. 

The preservation of the Guillebeau House has been 
particularly satisfying because it represents the successful 
cooperation of several organizations, including the Self 
Foundation of Greenwood, the Old Abbeville District Historical 
Commission, the S.C. Department of Archives and History, 
and the S C. Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism. 

(Photo by Work) 

Service and Supply 

We have three new employees we would like to 
welcome to Service and Supply: Sherry Smith, Darryl 
Moore and Russell Smith. 

Sherry is our new Data Coordinator. She had been 
employed by the Department of Agriculture for several 
years. Originally from Loris, she has been residing in 
Columbia for 15 years. 

Darryl is our new carpenter. Originally from Camden, 
he had been working as a gold miner. 

Russell has taken the position left vacant by Don 
Barkley. He is originally from Columbia and had been 
working at Richland Memorial Hospital. 

If you happen to be in our area, stop by and meet them. 

Susan Fowler 
Office Manager 



SOMETHING NEW IN STATE PARKS 

Assistant Superintendent Andy Davis looks over his new 
residence at Hunting Island State Park. 

(Photo by Lucas) 

Road paving at Hunting Island will eliminate potholes and 
muddy cars. 

(Photo by Duncan) 

Park visitors at Hunting Island can now enjoy the scenery 
rather than watch for bumps and washouts. 

(Photo by Duncan) 



Utility construction at Lake Hartwell State Park. 
(Photo by Craig) 

Construction work on the Oolenoy Watershed at Table Rock 
State Park. 

(Photo by Craig) 17 



SUMMER PROGRAMS 

1" rom all reports it appears that the summer 
programs were a success this year. Due to some 
vacancies and to reductions in the travel budget, much of 
the supervision of these programs was done by the park 
superintendents. A special thanks goes to those 
superintendents that took the time to see that this 
important aspect of their operations was successful. 
These recreation programs are important because they 
expand a park visitor's opportunity to enjoy his stay. In 
addition, our nature programs create an awareness of 
what the system is all about and leaves the visitor with an 
enhanced appreciation for parks. 

Our summer programs provide employment for a few 
specially-qualified persons, and for some of them it 
becomes more than just a job. The following two 
comments express the attitude of some of our program 
leaders: 

"I have enjoyed working at Greenwood State Park 
this summer. It has truly been a great experience. The 
Greenwood staff was super! Thanks again for giving me 
the opportunity." 

Joan Allen 

"It has been a great pleasure working with such a 
nice group of people as ya'll. Thank you all for everything 
you did to help me out this summer. It has also been a 
wonderful experience watching Dreher Island grow. 
Please let me know if there is any way that I can help 
continue this growth." 

Gloria Roberts 

Seasonal program leaders for this year included the 
following: Dreher Island: Gloria Roberts; Edisto Beach: 
David Bennett; Greenwood: Joan Allen; Hickory Knob: 
Carolyn Apple; Hunting Island: Steve Dial, Naturalist 
and Lucinda Lawrence, Recreator; Huntington Beach: 
Tim Taylor, Naturalist and Cathy Barker, Recreator; 
Kings Mountain: Ed Veasey and Kim Robinson, 
Historians; Myrtle Beach: Lea Andrews, Naturalist and 
Nancy Meyers, Recreator; Oconee: John Cothran, 
Naturalist and Mark Watson, Recreator; Santee: Lisa 
Rothenberger; Table Rock: Mary Ann Tatlock, 
Naturalist and Christyann English, Recreator. 

Joe F. Watson 
Chief Naturalist 
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PROGRAMS SECTION REPORT 

.A warm, dry summer has been a welcome relief 
from the rainy season experienced in 1982. The weather 
has been a positive factor in nearly all projects in which 
we have been involved. 

SUMMER PROGRAMS 

Through the efforts of Joe Watson, Marion 
Edmonds, and Ray Sigmon, a number of fine seasonal 
program leaders were recruited. Vandell Davis was 
instrumental in this recruiting effort by contacting the 
placement offices at the various colleges and 
universities. 

The summer of '83 has to be considered one of our 
best as far as summer programs are concerned. 

FALL EVENTS 

Barbara Lang is to be commended for putting 
together the most attractive events brochure to date. 
This brochure is not only pleasing to the eye, but also 
contains a number of programs and events that are 
equally appealing. 

The "Mountain Heritage Celebration" has been 
planned to call attention to several parks comprising the 
Mountain Bridge. Caesars Head, Table Rock, Keowee-
Toxaway, and Oconee will offer activities ranging from 
mountain lifestyle demonstrations to fall color walks. 

"Tuesdays at Paris Mountain" unveils a concept that 
we had been considering for a couple of years. It consists 
of a series of eight outdoor education workshops that 
Greenville area residents can attend on Tuesday 
evenings, including orienteering, trout fishing, decoy 
carving, and several more. 

Other fall activities are shown in the schedule. 
Noticeably absent is the Holiday Creations Workshop 
that was conducted for the last three years at Hickory 
Knob. This is an example of a program succeeding to the 
point that it eliminates itself. Non-summer use has 
increased at Hickory Knob to the point that we are 
restricted to very few weekends for which we can plan 
activities requiring lodging for the participants. 

PARK BROCHURES 
By now each park has received a supply of the new 

color State Parks brochure. It is the first such brochure 
that we have had in about three years. 

The new "Coastal State Parks" brochure introduces a 
new approach in our efforts to promote parks. Ten parks 
located on the coast and the lower coastal plain were 
highlighted in this piece in an effort to persuade those 
traveling along the 1-95 and U.S. 17 routes to spend time 
in South Carolina. Consideration is being given to 
developing other regionalized brochures similar to this. 

Ray Sigmon recently completed a brochure describing 
the history farm at Kings Mountain. 

PROGRAMS SEMINAR 
South Carolina will be hosting the Seventh Annual 

Southeastern Recreation and Interpretation Seminar. 
The Florida State Park system has agreed to co-sponsor 
the workshop, scheduled for December 4-8 at Hickory 
Knob. 

PARK REPORTS, QUESTIONNAIRES 
It seems that July and August are "questionnaire" 

months. Dana Sawyer has compiled material for at least 
eight reports or questionnaires recently. In addition to 
the usual annual surveys, several weeks were spent 
compiling material on each park with cabins, measuring 
nearly an inch thich upon completion. 

RANGER/INTERPRETER 
The concept of having a Ranger/Interpreter 

position has been tried at two parks in recent years. It 
has enabled the parks to give greater attention to 
programs and user services. The impact that such an 
arrangement has on park use and the quality of the 
experience of the park visitor cannot easily be measured. 
It is not reflected in a specific column of the weekly park 
use reports. In many cases, however, the success of 
these services are evident on revenue and attendance 
reports because of the increase in park use and revenues 
collected. 

A quick survey of Caesars Head's weekly reports 
shows 62% and 79% increases in revenue on two 
Saturdays when activities were planned to attract people 
to the park. 

A recent trip to Caesars Head afforded me the 
opportunity to discuss recent activities conducted by the 
Caesars Head staff as well as those planned for the next 
several months. It pleased me to find that, along with the 
goals for attendance and revenue, the park staff has 
established goals for program services. 

One thing is obvious - upstate South Carolinians are 
learning that there is more to Caesars Head and the 
Mountain Bridge than a store and a coin-operated 
viewer. The area is being rediscovered by many park 
visitors. 

Dan Turpin 
Programs Coordinator 



PERSONNEL CHANGES 

NEW EMPLOYEES 

Toney Boyd - Groundskeeper, Colleton 
Fred Brewer Ranger I, Oconee 
James Christie - PMA, Hickory Knob 
Rebecca Coffey - Info Clerk, Charles Towne 

Landing 
Kimberly Dean - Dining Room Supervisor, Hickory 

Knob 
Myron Floyd - Ranger I ,  Poinsett 
Daniel Gates - Canteen Operator, Santee 
Michael Gooding - Ranger 1, Aiken 
Francis Herlong - Ranger I, Kings Mountain 
Darryl Moore - Carpenter, Service & Supply Center 
Willie Moore - Groundskeeper, Hickory Knob 
Russell Smith - Vehicle Operator II, Service & 

Supply Center 
Sherry Smith - Data Coordinator, Service & Supply 

Center 
Larry Tompkins - Groundskeeper, Hickory Knob 
M.L. Vissage - Ranger I, Pleasant Ridge 
Irene Williamson - Canteen Operator, Hickory 

Knob 

PROMOTIONS AND TRANSFERS 

Steven Caulder - Ranger 1, Pleasant Ridge to Ranger 
II, Huntington Beach 

Mary Crockett - Ranger I, Kings Mountain to PMA, 
Santee 

Michael Hoofman - Ranger II, Hunting Island to 
Superintendent I, Aiken 

Marian J. Johnson • Animal Caretaker Assistant, 
CTL to Animal Caretaker CTL 

Roy Limehouse - Ranger I, Givhans Ferry to Ranger 
II, Hunting Island 

Richard Murray - Groundskeeper, Colleton to 
Ranger I, Givhans Ferry 

Todd Rexrode - PMA, Santee to Assistant 
Superintendent, Table Rock 

RESIGNATIONS 

William Brown - Canteen Operator, Hickory Knob 
Clarence Bulla - Canteen Operator I, Santee 
Lew Griffin - Superintendent, Andrew Jackson 
James Long Groundskeeper, Hickory Knob 
Timothy Ravenell • Ranger I, Poinsett 
Wayne Smith - Superintendent II, Lynches River 

RETIREES 

Sue Griffin - Curator, Andrew Jackson 



ALL ABOUT . OUR IMAGE 

evaluating the movement of their image. Television and 
radio stations are concerned with their ranking within their 
viewing or listening areas, and state parks are equally 
concerned with their acceptance by park visitors. 

Taken as an acronym, the word "image" provides us with 
three responsibilities as employees working within the 
framework of the South Carolina state park system. 

I - inform 
MA - mold attitudes 
GE - generate enthusiasm 

As a person directly involved with this business of 
"informing" and "educating" for more than twenty years, 1 
can assure you that your appearance, your actions, your 
disposition and your face-to-face dealings with park visitors 
make far greater impact than the printed material and other 
means we have of spreading the good news about our 
facilities, activities and fees. 

There is a multitude of ways to tell the story, but the way 
in which you "inform" the public gives us the rich textured 
leather cover in which to package it. 

There is more to being successful than in securing the 
knowledge about your specific job. You must have a 
positive attitude and be able to deal effectively with other 
people...your co-workers, your superiors, and those that 
make our jobs necessary...the public. 

Enthusiasm is contagious! Become an "enthusiasm 
generator" for a system of state parks that is equal to the 
other forty nine (and better than most, we think!) Share 
your enthusiasm with your family...your friends...your park 
employees...every park visitor with whom you come in 
contact! 

Making the word "image" plural reminds us that "safety" 
must be an integral part of every job that we perform. We 
want park visitors to have pleasant, safe experiences at our 
parks, and to come back often! 

The system of state parks in South Carolina is much 
more than the land and facilities...WE are the system! It is 
judged by the men and women who are a part of it. Through 
each of us, park visitors will get to know and appreciate 
what we stand for, and the overall excellence of our 
program. 

Our actions do not go unnoticed by the public. Garey 
Staly of Taylors had this to say about Paris Mountain 
Ranger Eddie Frasier: "My family and I have just recently 
moved to the Greenville area from Florida. Upon arriving in 
Greenville we had the pleasure of staying at Paris Mountain 
State Park's campground. It was during that two-week 
period that Ranger Eddie Frasier was introduced to us at 
the camping area. You must bear in mind that a family of 
eight, all trying to stay in two tents, seek employment, find 
our way around an area unfamiliar to us, to find a house to 
rent, to keep infants clean and safe from harm, prepare 
meals, get baths and maintain one's sanity can be difficult to 
say the least! Ranger Frasier made our adjustment and stay 
at the park rewarding and we are in his debt. 

Many times during our stay Ranger Frasier would stop by 
our campsite and check on the children and see if our needs 
were being met. He would take precious time of his own to 
give us detailed directions on how to locate places we 
needed to find, to suggest businesses that might be hiring 
and to explain new laws and responsibilities that we needed 
to know about in our transition. The children loved him as 
he explained to them what insects to watch for and different 
vegetation to stay away from. 

I think you now have an idea of how grateful we all are for 
such unselfish service and for the compassion that Ranger 
Frasier showed toward my family. I feel that Ranger Frasier 
puts his job and responsibility to people in his park in the 
proper priority, and we will never forget what an 
outstanding example he has made for South Carolina state 
parks." 

What we think of ourselves certainly has a bearing on our 
dealings with other people. This may best be summed up in 
this poem entitled "Self Respect" which I found in our oldest 
daughter's sorority newsletter. 

"Self respect cannot be bought. 
It is never for sale. 
It comes to us when we are alone. 
In quiet moments, in quiet places 
When we suddenly realize 

That knowing the good 
We have done it. 
Knowing the beautiful 
We have served it. 
Knowing the truth 
We have spoken it. 

Dana Sawyer 
Editor 

The editor is a member of the Southeastern Outdoor Press Association 
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This B-25 twin-engined bomber was recently recovered from 
Lake Greenwood near Greenwood State Park. It will be 
refurbished and placed on display at the Greenwood Airport. 
This plane was based at Donaldson Air Base in Greenville and 

crashed while on training maneuvers in the mid-1940's. This same 
type of plane used Dreher Island to practice bombing runs during 
World War II, and Luas used by General Doolittle for his famous 
bombing raid on Tokyo. (Photo by Williamson) 


