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Recently South Carolina was host to the Fortieth 
Anniversary of the Association of Southeastern State 
Park Directors. The organizational meeting of the 
Association was held at Table Rock State Park in 1942, 
and this year's meeting was held at Hickory Knob State 
Resort Park. Invitations were extended to all nine retired 
State Park Directors, seven of which attended the 
meeting. During the opening session, all of the retired 
directors made personal comments, recollections and 
observations pertaining to the past, present and future of 
state parks. Their remarks were well received by 
everyone in attendance, and I hope that we can invite our 
retired directors again to a meeting sometime in the 
future. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our 
park personnel who were involved in the Conference for 
a "job well done." 

In my travels throughout the state park system this 
Fall I have noticed that our winter work programs are 
well underway, and it looks as if we will complete all of 
our projects. It is also gratifying to see the improvements 
in our historical areas and sites under the supervision of 
Chief Historian, Mike Foley. We still have a long way to 
go in our restoration work, but I believe that progress 
can be made through our continued efforts. 

We focus on the family life of our park personnel in this 
holiday issue, and I hope that you look forward, as I do, to 
reading about visits with families and friends. Each one of 
you has my very best wishes for a joyous and most 
memorable holiday season, and the best of everything 
that life has to offer in 1983. Happy Holidays! 

/f #?. 
Ray M. Sisk 

Director 
Division of State Parks 
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STA'J E DOCUMENTS 
Note: A last-minute addition concerns one of our 

retired long-time state park employees, Jake Timms, 
who passed away in late November. Our deepest 
sympathy is extended to family members and friends, 
particularly to son Wayne, Superintendent at Chester 
State Park. 



A TIME FOR REMEMBERING 

ATime for giving of 
ourselves in a 

special way to family, 
friends, and yes, even to 
strangers. There's nothing 
better at holiday time than 
the open exchange of good 
feelings and warmest 
wishes among all people. 

ATime for Reflecting 
upon the many 

blessings we are so privileg
ed to experience during our 
lifetimes. The days, months 
and years go by so quickly 
that we sometimes fail to 
take notice of the precious 
moments they are compris
ed of. 

ATime for Sharing 
our daily good for

tune and best wishes with 
everyone we chance to 
meet. Holidays are happier 
times when celebrated with 
others. So share your joy, 
your thoughts, your feelings 
and your expectations with 
others. Your efforts will 
surely be rewarded! 

ATime to Say Our 
Thanks to all of 

the fine people it has been 
our pleasure to encounter 
throughout the year. To all 
of you in the "State Park 
Family" - Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year! 
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"A NEW LOOK AT SOME OLD THINGS" 

Some Christmas Plant Legends 

Each year more than 40 million Christmas trees are 
used to bring cheer to families in most of the countries of 
the world. They sparkle with tinsel, glass and plastic 
ornaments and under their boughs are piled countless 
childhood treasures. 

Many legends as to the origin of this custom are 
recorded and one wonders which to accept as true. It 
doesn't really matter which we believe as long as the 
spirit of Christmas is preserved. 

Some trace the Christmas tree to the ancient "Ash 
Tree of Life" of the Norseman; others say that it is related 
to the Jewish 25th of Kislev, which corresponds to our 
December, on which the Jewish people celebrate 
Hanukkah, or Feash of Lights. Some say perhaps the 
custom dates back to the Roman festivities in honor of 
Saturn which used burning trees. 

One interesting legend says on the first Christmas, 
trees from all the world came to visit the Christ Child and 
worship Him. One little fir tree from the cold north was 
so crowded by the big trees that it could not be seen and 
the big trees crowded it away from the manger. Suddenly 
stars started falling from heaven. Each one fell on a 
branch of the little fir until it sparkled like a jewel, and 
some say that that was the first Christmas tree. 

Another legend says that St. Winfrid chopped down a 
huge oak that had been worshipped by the Druids and as 
it crashed to the ground, a little fir tree could be seen, 
unharmed. St. Winfrid told the gathered people that the 
little tree was to be considered holy for that night and 
that it should be called "The Tree of the Christ Child." 

Still another legend says that once on a cold stormy 
night, a poor woodsman heard a knock on the door. On 
opening the door, he saw a small child, hungry and 
shivering. They invited him in to the warmth of their fire 
and their son gave the little stranger his bed for the night. 

Next morning they were awakened by the singing of 
angels and found their little stranger robed in bright light 
and wearing a halo. They recognized him as the Christ 
Child and worshipped Him. As He departed, He dropped 
a small branch of fir which grew into a tree and then said, 
"I have received your gifts and this is my gift to you. From 
now on, this tree will bear its fruit at Christmas and you 
shall always have abundance." 

Christmas legends abound which name other trees 
and plants. Holly and ivy are frequently mentioned 
together as in some of the old songs. Holly is the man's 
plant and ivy the woman's, the idea being to see whether 
the man or his wife would rule the home by noting which 
plant was predominant in Christmas decorations. The 
prickly leaves and red berries of holly are symbolic of 
Christ's crown of thorns. 

The poinsettia, now so intimately a Christmas plant, 
came from Mexico. The story says that in Cuernavaca, it 
was the custom for each church to have a manger 
containing an image of the Infant Saviour. On Christmas 
eve the people flocked to the churches and decorated 
the mangers with flowers. One tiny, dark-eyed girl, 
crying because she had no flowers, suddenly saw a 
beautiful angel who told her to pick some weeds from the 
roadside. When she placed them on the altar, they 
immediately became the beautiful whorls of scarlet we 
know today. In Mexico and in this country, the poinsettia 
is one of the most loved Christmas plants. 

(Credit is given to the author, Warren R. Wells, Chief Naturalist, Hamilton County Park 
District and the publisher - The Board of Park Commissioners of the Hamilton County Park 
District.) 

Joe Frank Watson 
Chief Naturalist 3 



RETIRED STATE PARK PERSONNEL 

TED BARBIE 
Route 1, Box 117 AB-1 
Summerton, SC 29148 

L.R. "BUDDY" BATTEN 
Box 275 
Wedgefield, SC 29168 

WALT BRANHAM 
RFD #1, Box 165 
Elgin, SC 29045 

WALLY BROCK 
Route #1 
Chapin, SC 29036 

LEE CHAPPELLS 
Route #3, Box 105 
Ninety Six, SC 29666 

NORMAN B. COOLER 
Route #1, Box 184 
Ridgeland, SC 29936 

CLARENCE DOSTER 
304 Meadowbrook Road 
Chester, SC 29706 

DOT ELLIOTT 
P.O. Box 831 
McCormick, SC 29835 

JOHN HOLLOWAY 
Route #1, Box 167 
Gilbert, SC 29054 

ROBERT G. JONES 
Route #3 
Pickens, SC 29671 

LEE JORDAN 
343 Peachtree Road 
Myrtle Beach, SC 29577 

ANDREW KENNEDY 
Route #3, Box 161 
Pickens, SC 29671 

GUS KRAJCIK 
Route #1, Box 456 
Gilbert, SC 29054 

M R. "SHERIFF" LEROY 
5261 94th Avenue 
Pinellas Park, FL 33565 

LAFON NORTON 
404 Johnson Drive 
Dillon, SC 29536 

VAN PRESSLEY 
144-B St. Margaref Street 
North Charleston, SC 29400 

LOUIE RIDLEY 
Star Route 
Walhalla, SC 29691 

BEATRICE ROSS 
Route #1, Box 413-G 
Blackville, SC 29817 

E.R. VREELAND 
Route #1, Box 155-C 
Gilbert, SC 29054 

MARSHALL WALDT 
Route #4, Box 334-B 
Kings Mountain, NC 28086 

JAMES WASHINGTON 
Route #1, Box 22 
Wedgefield, SC 29168 

(Take a few minutes today and write a few lines to 
former members of our State Park family. It will 
brighten their day and yours! ED.) 
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OPERATIONS SECTION 

I usually use Park Lites as an opportunity to provide 
you with information that is general in nature but 
relevant to the total operation of the Parks Division. The 
information may not seem to have a bearing on your 
specific operation but I hope that you realize that 
everything that happens to the Division and all actions 
taken by the Division will have some effect on your park. 

The tone was set at the last Superintendent's 
Conference for this year. You were made aware of many 
of the problems that we were facing. Now that the 
calendar year is drawing to a close, we can look around 
and see that the parks are still operating. There were 
some changes and generally we had a rather austere 
year. The most important change was the expansion of 
the parking fee system which was very successful. 

The revenues on many parks were up and the total 
revenue produced by the Division was up considerably 
over last year. We had budget cuts because of reduced 
appropriations from the Legislature. It appears that the 
revenue increases will cover the budget cuts and most of 
the increasing cost of operations. To give some idea of 
what I am referring to in the increasing cost of 
operations, the telephone cost increased 20% the first 
quarter of this fiscal year. The cost of insurance on 
individual employees will increase 40% this year. 

There are many other cost increases and fhe Division 
has two means to deal with the increases. We can reduce 
the cost of operation through cutbacks and reductions 
or we can cover the increasing cost through producing 
more revenues. This year we did have some mandated 
cutbacks but had no major effect on our operation or 
services. The reason we were able to survive as well as 
we have is because of the increasing revenues. 

Although we did increase some of our rates, I believe 
that the revenues increased because the Division has 
continued to do a good job of providing services that the 
park visitors want and enjoy. This year must be 
considered a successful year. We did not make great 
progress but we did hold our own when so many South 
Carolina state agencies decreased services and many 
other state park systems in the country were losing 
ground. Much of the credit must go to you, the people 
who operate and manage the individual parks. You 
survived a rough year and I am sure that you learned a 
great deal from the experience. 

It appears that we will have to rely on ourselves again 
next year because we can expect no relief from the 
legislature. We will have to use what we have learned in 
running our operations more efficiently and continue to 
improve our efficiency next year. We will have to 
continue to provide the friendly, quality servies that the 
park visitors expect and deserve from the Parks 
Division. The future of the Division is dependent on the 
park visitors. We must always remember that service to 
the park visitor is our primary responsibility. The 
Division can continue to serve its purposes in 1983, but 
only by each of us doing our best and retaining the 
support of the people that we serve. 

Charles W. Harrison 
Chief of Operations 5 



SAFETY ALERT 

Slips, Trips and Falls 

^flore than 13^2 million people are injured in falls 
every year. As many as 4,600 people die from falls at 
work or in public places, and more than 7,000 die from 
falls in the home. Falls are second only to traffic 
accidents when counting accident fatalities. 

Most falls can be prevented, saving millions of dollars 
in medical expense, lost wages, and lost production. 
With the number of lives and the amount of money that 
are lost, it is apparent that what we may dismiss lightly as 
a simple fall or a trip-up needs more attention. 

Slips 

Be aware of hidden steps when turning a corner or 
stepping outside. 

Watch out for recently waxed floors. 
Rugs, large or small, that have not been tacked down 

may slide out from under you. 
Be extra careful when walking over loose tiles, floor 

boards, bricks, or pavement. 
Clean up spills right away. It takes only a second for a 

serious accident to happen. Don't wait on a small spill to 
dry itself. 

Don't let grease accumulate on shop floors. Throw 
sawdust down to absorb it. 

Trips 

Clamp extension cords' to the floor if they are in a 
walking area. 

Arrange furniture carefully to avoid an obstacle 
course. 

Store materials in closets and cabinets, not in hallways 
and aisles. 

Keep floors tidy - a pencil, piece of fabric, or machine 
part can cause a serious fall. 

Stairs are not a storage area. Put articles away rather 
than leaving them on stairways until your next 
convenient trip up the steps. 
keep drawers closed even if it seems unlikely that 
someone would bump into them. 

If an obstacle is in the way, move it or walk around it. 
Do not climb over it. 

Falls 

Keep stairs in good repair. Non-skid mats on stairs are 
a good precaution. 

Replace light bulbs to keep all work areas well lighted. 
Keep your cuffs short enough to avoid catching heels 

while walking. 
Wear good shoes with non-skid soles or rubber heels. 

High heels and platforms do not give proper stability. 
Don't improvise for ladders by stacking furniture or 

boxes. 
Keep all four legs of your chair on the floor. 
Lower yourself from docks, trucks, or work stages. 

Do not jump. 
Carry only what you can handle. Be sure you can see 

over the materials you are carrying. Be sure that you can 
keep your balance. Get help or make two trips if 
necessary. 

Use Ladders Properly 

Check the conditions of the rungs periodically. 
Use a ladder that has safety feet. 
Avoid twisting or turning while on the ladder. 
Have someone hold the bottom of the ladder. 
Only one person should climb the ladder at one time. 
Be sure the ladder is steady. Shore up the legs if the 

ground is uneven. 
Follow the 4 to 1 rule: Ladders should be 1 rung length 

out from the wall for every 4 rungs to where the ladder 
touches the wall. 

Lock the legs of a stepladder. 

When You Reach The Top 

Hoist materials. You need both hands to climb. Wear a 
tool belt and pull materials to you. 

Use your safety equipment. Belts, hard hats, special 
shoes, handrails, etc., are for your safety. 

Don't overreach - move the ladder. If your belt 
buckle goes past the ladder sides, you have gone too far. 

If You Do Fall 

Relax and loosen your muscles. 
Use your arms and legs as springs to absorb impact. 
Move with the direction of the fall. 

Be alert to hazards. If you anticipate and guard 
against falls, you can prevent them. Expect the 
unexpected! 

(From the 
Council) 

'Safety Pen", S.C. Occupational Safety 

Edmond L. Brown, Jr. 
Safety Coordinator 



DISTRICT NEWS 

It may have been the weather; it may have been the 
fall rate reduction; it may have been the lure of the ocean, 
shrimp, oysters, or fall fishing; or it may just be that the 
South Carolina Coastal parks have become the place to 
be in the fall of the year. Whatever it was, the four beach 
parks enjoyed the heaviest camping this fall than any we 
can remember. It seems that despite the economy the 
busy season gets longer and longer every year. Sales in 
the Trading Posts have been good as a result of the high 
occupancy. I would like to thank all the employees in the 
District for their part in making the season a success. 

Looking around the District: 
Colleton - A hearty welcome aboard to new 
Groundskeeper Richard Murray. 
Charles Towne Landing - The vessel, Adventure, 
just returned from a trip to Georgetown to celebrate the 
200th anniversary of the city. The tram roads on the park 
have just been resurfaced. 
Edisto - The "Gyro-mill" (horizontal windmill) is up 
but not in operation. The Dutch inventor of the 
apparatus has run into a few difficulties, but hopes to get 
it operational soon. Thanks to Kurt Becht and Frances 
(Flash) McKillop for their extra effort in recent weeks 
due to help shortages. 
Givhans Ferry - The Edisto River Days festival was 
held again in October and was very successful. 
Hampton - Bob Mitchell and Will Alston continue to 
sell books in the mansion at a surprising rate. We have a 
new book about the life of Archibald Rutledge that is very 
popular. 

Hunting Island - Thanks to a lot of ground work by 
Jim Work, the lighthouse is about to get painted free of 
charge! Rohm and Haas Company have agreed to 
furnish materials and pay the contractor to paint the 132' 
high structure. We will gladly let them use the project as 
an advertisement. 
Huntington Beach - Welcome to new Ranger I 
Charles Murray, from St. George (no relation to Richard 
at Colleton). 
Myrtle Beach - Plans are underway to put upstairs 
showers in the two remaining cabins. 
Old Dorchester - Ranger Ken Michaels is making a 
trip to Oregon this month to meet his new grandson for 
the first time. 
Rivers Bridge - Welcome to Steven "Banana" Long 
as the new Ranger at the park. "Banana" is well known to 
the guys at Hunting Island where he worked several 
years as a Park Aide. 

Larry W. Duncan 
District I Superintendent 
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CHARLES TOWNE LANDING 

It seems at times that we plan the year away only to 
realize that it is gone because it is time to plan the next 
one! Recently we sat down to talk over ideas for next 
year's events and the reality of the situation hit home. I 
can't believe that it's already November. Yesterday was 
the 4th of July and tomorrow will be Christmas... 

Reading on the history of Christmas indicates that 
early observances of the day were just that-
observances-the less celebration the better. The first 
Christmases in the New World were often spent at hard 
labor because Christmas was viewed as a human 
invention. It makes you wonder what Christmas may 
have been like in the early Carolina colony. References 
to the day in the Shaftesbury Papers usually refer only to 
this or that task having been done a certain time before 
Christmas or a certain time after. 

On the other hand, what will Christmas of the future 
be like? I think that Christmas will be perpetuated by 
each of us through the memories of our parents' and 
grandparents' celebrations and those which we, in turn, 
pass on to our children. While it will almost certainly 
always remain a day of universal public observance 
because of its true meaning as the birthday of the Christ 
child, each of us has the unique opportunity to mold the 
future throughout personal customs and traditions at 
this most special time of the year. 

I remember reading a passage once where the writer 
recounted the surprise of a young child upon learning 
that Jesus was born on the same day as Christmas. The 
child asked why it is not known as Christ's Birthday as 
we do for George Washington and Abraham Lincoln. 
That's a good question. It makes sense. 

With that thought in mind, we'll close 1982 wishing you 
and yours a holiday season of happiness and peace and a 
new year of health and prosperity...and of course a 
Happy Christ's Birthday. 

Robert M. Badger 
Public Information Specialist II 

SHIPS FROM LONG AGO MOORED HERE — Three ships from 
a bygone era were berthed at Charles Towne Landing in late October 
for the state park's "Colonial Life" activities. The ketch Adventure, 
the reconstructed Stargate from West Africa and the schooner Sharon 
Virginia form the trio of sailing vessels. "Not since 1781, during the 
American Revolution, has Old Town Creek hosted this number of 
sailing vessels," said Janson Cox, director of Charles Towne 
Landing. (Staff Photo by Wade Spees, The Charleston Evening Post). 

COLLETON 

Camping has slowed down somewhat from the 
summer, but we are still getting a good many camping 
clubs on the weekends from the Charleston area. We 
have also had quite a few campers from Europe, 
particularly Switzerland and Denmark. 

We have started re-screening the restrooms, and 
doing erosion control work on the riverbank as part of 
this year's winter work program. 

I would like to welcome Ricky Murray to the park 
family at this time; Ricky started work as Groundskeeper 
on August 26th. He plans to spend Christmas with his 
parents, who live in St. George. 

I plan to visit my parents in Laurens at Thanksgiving 
and to spend Christmas at the park. 

Best wishes to everyone for a blessed holiday season. 

Robert Sullivan 
Superintendent 

EDISTO BEACH 

Once again this year that period that we refer to as 
the "off" season becomes a little busier and a little 
shorter. The heaviest post-Labor Day camping that I 
have yet seen at Edisto has kept an already short-handed 
crew far busier than usual this fall. Campers and park 
crew alike have been surprised to find our camping area 
full to capacity or nearly so throughout most of 
September and October. 

Welcome to Ranger Rick Smith, wife Barbara and 
daughter Jessica, new arrivals at Edisto from Lee State 
Park. The Smiths had their first glimpse of Edisto on the 
day they moved in, but seem to be adjusting well to life 
here on the far edge of the earth. 

From everyone at Edisto, best wishes to all for a 
pleasant holiday season and a fine and prosperous new 
year. 

Kurt K. Becht 
Superintendent 



DISTRICT I NEWS (Continued) 

GIVHANS FERRY 

It has been a very busy year here at Givhans Ferry 
but also an enjoyable one. 

Ranger Mike Limehouse and his wife, Terri, were 
blessed with a beautiful baby girl in August and mother 
and daughter are dong fine. Terri gave up her job to 
become a full-time wife and mother. Mike is planning to 
do some deer hunting over the holidays and, of course, 
he and Terri and baby Whitney Rae will be visiting with 
friends and family. 

I spent most of my off time on, in and around the Edisto 
River, camping, fishing, swimming and boating with my 
best friend Sharon Kelly and her 12 year old son Paul and 
15 year old daughter Dawn. We spent many wonderful 
hours fishing, swimming and just plain running the river. 
We also caught many catfish, stripers, eels, bream and 
mullet. 

I am planning to deer hunt and will be spending 
Christmas in Union with my daddy, brother, sisters and 
their families. 

We at Givhans Ferry State Park would like to wish you 
all a very MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW 
YEAR AND MAY GOD BLESS YOU. 

Harry G. Farr 
Superintendent 

HUNTING ISLAND 

Well , the cool weather has finally begun to arrive 
and business is starting to slack off. 

We would like to welcome two new families to Hunting 
Island: Ranger III William Mallard, his wife Sheryl and 
their five month old daughter Jessica; also, Ranger I 
Tommie Dopso, his wife Vickie and their eight month old 
son T.C. 

Everyone has begun to take time off now to enjoy the 
cool weather. Ranger Mike Hoofman took five days and 
went to the mountains in North Carolina. PMA Mike 
Hunt went to Tennessee for a week and Asst. Supt. Mel 
Felder has been going to Santee. He has also been 
spending a lot of time at Edisto Beach helping out, as they 
have been short-handed for quite some time. Supt. West 
has been doing a lot of fishing and even tried going deep 
sea fishing until he discovered how much gas a boat can 
drink in just one day. He has also been attending 
Clemson's home football games. GO TIGERS! Ranger 
Arthur Brown says hello to all, including those who have 
come and gone from here in the past 29 years. Bernetha 
Daise and Mark Johnson also say hello. 

There are a lot of projects going on this winter with the 
park having had 95 acres timbered at the proposed site 
for future cabins. The biggest project is the lighthouse 
being painted this year. This is being done cost free, as it 
will be used for advertisement by the company providing 
the materials. That is quite a relief since it will take two 
hundred and ten gallons of paint and quite an amount of 
preparation. The park crew has replaced almost all of the 
floor in the trailer and laid new linoleum in three rooms. 

Well that's about it from Hunting Island for now, so 
we'll say so-long and Happy Holidays to everyone. 

William Mallard 
Ranger III 

HAMPTON PLANTATION 

Colorful leaves, mild days and few mosquitoes are 
evidence that autumn has arrived in the lowcountry. 

Mazgazine and newspaper articles have brought 
visitors from near and far to visit Hampton. Book sales in 
the mansion have been surprisingly good. 

The picnic area and shelter have been getting good use 
with several family reunions and a few of the local 
companies who find our location and facilities ideal. 

We are well into our winter work program with several 
projects already completed. Others on the agenda 
include underbrushing and pruning in the garden area 
along with transplanting and landscaping in the picnic 
area. Several buildings will be getting a new coat of paint. 

A special thanks go out to the following people: Larry 
Duncan, for making the transition from the beach very 
easy and helping to get much needed supplies; Leonard 
Jones at Service & Supply; Mike Foley and Joe Laferte in 
the Columbia office; also to Charlie Harrison, who I shall 
endeavor to call more often. 

As we spend time with our families this holiday season, 
let us not forget the many who are less fortunate. Best 
wishes for the Holiday Season. 

Robert Mitchell 
Superintendent 

HUNTINGTON BEACH 

Hello from the world's greatest park. I hope 
everyone had a good summer. We here have been busier 
than we ever have. 

1 would like to welcome our new ranger, Charles 
Murray. Charles is from St. George and hasn't been out 
of the Air Force too long. He's single, girls! 

Next, congrats go to Homer and Teresa Stanton on 
the birth of their first baby, a boy, Justin Stanton, born 
August J 6th and weighing in at 9 lbs. 5 ozs. 

Since Sept. we have all had vacations, or I should say, 
some welcome time off. Our family went to Ft. Leonard 
Wood, Missouri, to see our son Shannon graduate from 
basic training in the Army. On the way out we stopped at 
Carson-Newman College in Tennessee and picked up 
our other son, Brian, and took him with us. It was a long 
trip but an enjoyable one. 

Ranger Raynor just stayed home, but is planning a trip 
to the mountains over the holidays. 

Homer Stanton and family went to the mountains for a 
while and just took life easy. 

Mac Copeland is off at this writing-deer hunting as 
usual. 



Most of our holiday plans are still up in the air for now, 
but I for one will stay home and hope my two older boys 
can make it for Christmas, as their little brother really 
misses them. 

On October 28 we had a mock plane crash at the north 
end of ourpark. It was done to test Georgetown and 
Horry Counties' fire, rescue and medical units. Myrtle 
Beach Air Force Base furnished 74 victims, complete 
with injuries. Everything went very well, with the first unit 
arriving just seven minutes after I called them. The entire 
operation went smoothly and everyone had been cleared 
and taken to the area hospitals within two hours of the 
first call. It's good to know we can depend on people like 
these in case of an emergency. 

Here's hoping that all of you have a very good winter 
and holiday season. I hope the Good Lord will be as good 
to you all as he has been to me. 

Come see us any time; the welcome mat is always out. 
God Bless and go with you. 

Dennis Hart 
Ranger 

MYRTLE BEACH 

w e had a busy summer and an exceptionally busy 
fall. The weather has been very warm so a lot of campers 
have been taking advantage of it. We are now getting our 
materials together to start on our winter work program. 
It always takes longer than we anticipate, so we try to do 
the most important jobs first. 

The rangers here are scheduling vacations as this is 
the time of year we all look forward to visiting our 
families. Merl Rhodes and his wife Sally visited their 
parents and friends in Pennsylvania. They have to try 
and beat the snow on their trips. My wife and I made a 
trip to West Virginia to visit her parents. We have never 
made a trip like that and could not believe the beauty of 
the states we travelled through. She enjoyed that trip so 
much she already has next year's trip planned! Scott 
Suggs made a trip to Hunting Island where he camped 
most of the week. He went hunting in nearby Beaufort. 
Mike Spivey and his family are planning a trip to Santee 
where they will visit with her family and Mike will do some 
hunting and fishing. Ray Stevens and his family are 
planning a trip around Christmas. Fred Ford, our new 
ranger, will probably spend some of his time in North 
Carolina visiting a certain friend of his who is in college 
there. 

All of this time is well deserved because we have had a 
hard summer. Due to some changes in personnel and 
vacant positions at times, everyone has had to work 
extra hard. 

Hope all of you will have a nice Thanksgiving and a 
very Merry Christmas! 

OLD DORCHESTER 

Wierry Christmas from Old Fort Dorchester! 
The Christmas season is upon us once more here at 

the Old Fort, The yuletide season has bounded forth 
with jubilation and the expectation of seeing love ones 
and old friends. 

The Cumbee family is planning a trip to Ridge Spring 
to visit family and friends for a few days. We will also visit 
old friends around the state. Kenneth Michael took 
Christmas holidays early and went to Oregon to visit 
with his grandson for the first time. His grandson, Jason, 
is almost two years old now. 

We wish all of you a very Merry Christmas and a safe 
and Happy New Year. 

Charles G. Cumbee 
Superintendent 

RIVERS BRIDGE 

Well , it's time for Santa to arrive again down here in 
the Swampland. 

Ranger Steve (Banana) Long is planning to spend the 
holidays with his family and friends down in Beaufort. 

As for my family and I, we will be staying at home for 
Christmas, hoping that it will be a white one. 

Hope all of you have a happy holiday season! 

Jerry Price 
Superintendent 

Robert J. Turner 
Superintendent 



DISTRICT NEWS 

istrict II 

The winter work program is well underway in 
District II. Major projects involving help from the 
maintenance crews are also in progress. The installation 
of the wood fired boiler is complete and heating all three 
floors of Redcliffe. Renovation of the ranger residence 
is nearing completion. Repairs to the swimming pool at 
Lynches River are finished. A new picnic shelter is 
underway, being built by the maintenance crew. Many 
other projects will be completed by the individual park 
crews. 

I'd like to thank the employees and their families of 
District II who have helped make this year a success. It 
has been a joy to work with you and witness your 
dedication to the park system. 

Linda and I plan to spend Christmas with our children, 
Amy, Sharie and Peter. A trip back to Abbeville will likely 
be made sometime during the Holidays. 

May God bless you this year in a very special way. 
Merry Christmas! 

Van Stickles 
District II Superintendent 
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AIKEN CHERAW 

LJave just returned from three weeks leave. He 
made a couple of trips to Hunting Island and spent the 
rest of the time working around the house. He seems to 
have found a "Hot Hole" at the Hunting Island Lagoon as 
he catches a lot of fish almost every time he goes. 

We recently made our fall trip to the North Carolina 
Outer Banks. Since Jay is now in the first grade we only 
went for a week, but we were lucky as the fish and the 
weather were cooperative. Jay caught the biggest 
flounder (2% lbs.) and had a ball catching 3-4 lb. blues on 
his light rod. He has been cutting bait and this year he 
started filleting fish. Now, if he will learn to throw a cast 
net to catch bait, all Judi and I will have to do is fish! 

We have no special plans for Christmas. Dave always 
has a big time with his children and grandchildren at his 
house. He says that over the years he has received at 
least one of every tool or piece of fishing tackle ever 
manufactured and that he will have to wait until he retires 
to have enough time to try everything out. Our holiday 
will be spent with our families in Charlotte and maybe a 
short fishing trip to Florida. 

We hope all is well at your home and we want to 
extend our wishes for a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year to you and yours. 

Ed Nesbit 
Superintendent 

r\s we are busy picking the last beans, peppers and 
tomatoes before a predicted freeze, it's hard to believe 
that Christmas is only about seven weeks away. This is 
one of the most beautiful times of year at Cheraw. The 
cypress trees are all orange around Lake Eureka. I 
understand that they used to turn another color a few 
years ago, until Clemson started winning. 

Our crew has turned into a group of homesteaders. 
We haven't added anyone new in about three years. 
That's understandable; when you get to the best why 
leave? The Adair family is planning a holiday trip to visit 
Ginny's mother in Alabama. Tracy and Tim look forward 
to this each year, but I don't know about Larry! 

Keith Windham is planning a quick trip down to 
Owens Station to visit his parents, if he can tear himself 
away from his new romance! 

The Lewis household is hard to predict. Bonnie and 
Tommy will make their normal trips to both mothers, but 
they .might end up in the mountains or in Florida. You 
can do that before you have children! 

Maxcey, Eunice and Cindy will enjoy the season in 
Cheraw, and the Pruettes, Pat, Mike and Annie and 
yours truly will spend a week with both sets of 
grandparents in Rock Hill. 

We'll be back on duty the week after Christmas, so if 
any of you folks are up in the Sand Hills, drop in to see us. 

Remember as we celebrate the season of joy and good 
will that we are honoring the birth of the Son of God. 
Merry Christmas From "The Diamond in the Sand 
Hills". 

Cecil Pruette 
Ranger 

BARNWELL 

Barnwell State Park has been pretty busy and is 
now easing up because of the holidays coming up. The 
cabins have been used and the Community Building is 
still being used for reunions and weddings. Bea Ross, 
former Superintendent-here, had the wedding of her only 
granddaughter at the park. 

Superintendent Creech and family will be spending the 
holidays on the park. Ranger Zissette will be spending 
the holidays with his family and granddaughters at home. 

Wishing everyone a happy and thankful Thanksgiving 
and may the Christmas Season be the merriest and 
happiest to come. 

Happy holidays and may the new year bring you better 
days than the years past. 

Jimmy Creech 
Superintendent 

N. R. GOODALE 

Well , summer is gone and vacation time is near. We 
at Goodale look forward to this time of year. 
Thanksgiving and Christmas are good times for people 
at small parks. There's always family visiting with enough 
food to last the winter, and Steve Mcintosh, our new 
ranger, says he will have a deer for the freezer before 
long. Steve and his wife Jill are from Camden, and after 
three years at Huntington Beach, they are both glad to 
be home. Let me say before closing that we are putting in 
a new pop-up sprinkler system at our golf course this 
winter, and I would like to thank everyone involved with 
getting this project approved. I hope everyone has a 
happy holiday and a prosperous New Year. 

William A. Priester 
Superintendent 



DISTRICT II NEWS (Continued) 

LEE 

Well , another summer season is over and it's time 
to get into the swing of winter work programs. The 
summer was a safe one, which we all enjoyed and with 
good employees we managed to survive. 

Now, it is time to settle down and work on our 
projects, most of which were approved. Roofing and 
painting are needed each year. 

We are sorry to lose Rick Smith and his family, but we 
hope he will enjoy Edisto Beach and be happy there. 

We hope Danny Jackson will enjoy it here at Lee. 
Danny is single, but hopes he may get hitched in the near 
future and bring Bonnie to live with him! 

My family had planned to go to Anderson and 
Abbeville Counties over the Christmas holidays, but 
with losing Rick and gaining Danny, it may be sometime 
after New Year's Day before we can go visiting. 

I hope everyone has a good Christmas and a 
prosperous New Year. 

Bill Alewine 
Superintendent 

Superintendent Wayne Smith (right) and Ranger Harold Pate display 
the new flag for Lynches River State Park. The design duplicates the 
concrete trusses of the park's community recreation building. 

LYNCHES RIVER 

I hope that everyone had a safe summer season. We 
here at Lynches River are enjoying the cool days of fall 
and early winter. 

We have experienced our first summer operation with 
our swimming pool and it was a real good one with family 
crowds and few problems. 

We plan to spend the holidays here at Lynches River. 
Our oldest son Scott is in Hawaii, stationed at Pearl 
Harbor and enjoying the sun and surf. 

Ranger Pate will be spending most of his time during 
the holidays visiting family and friends. 

From all of us here at Lynches River, we wish all park 
employees safe and happy holidays. 

Wayne T. Smith 
Superintendent 

LITTLE PEE DEE 

Just recently our Ranger Randy Jackson and his 
wife, Connie, celebrated their first wedding anniversary. 
Congratulations on this memorable occasion! 

We, at Little Pee Dee, have not experienced any illness 
in any of our families, so we are looking forward to 
spending time with our families and in-laws over the 
Christmas season. We hope each and every park family 
has a pleasant Thanksgiving and Christmas this year. 

Stan Looper 
Superintendent 

POINSETT 

Season's Greeting from Poinsett! 
I'd like to wish my staff and all PRT personnel a Merry 

Christmas and a happy and prosperous New Year! 
The colors of the leaves this year were beautiful. 

District Superintendent Stickles made the comment that 
they were the prettiest he's seen at Poinsett. 

This past year went smoothly with no major problems. 
The arrival of the parking fee station was met with few 
complaints and overall has been an asset to the park. 

I would like to take this opportunity to tell a little about 
the families on this park. 

Ranger Davis and his family are planning to spend 
Christmas on the park this year. For those who do not 
know, Andy and Dale have two boys, Drew and Brodie. 
They attend Manchester Middle School and like to 
spend their leisure time riding their dirt bikes. Dale is still 
working hard for Doctors Bland and Brown in Sumter. 

Ranger Edwin Small and his family are doing fine. They 
are planning to spend Christmas with his family. The 
Smalls have two daughters, Lashonda and Tomeka. 
Edwin and Patricia are expecting their third child in 
March. I believe Edwin is hoping for a boy. 

Ranger Tim Ravenell has duty over Christmas, so he 
and his family will be spending Christmas at Poinsett. 
Their son, Dwayne, started first grade this year. He 
seems to be enjoying school but I'm not so sure about the 
bus ride! The bus leaves at 6:55 a.m. Tim's wife, Delores, 
works for Pinewood Manufacturing. 

My family and I are keeping busy. George Jr. started 
high school this year and, of course, thinks he is grown. 
Kathryn is in the eighth grade at Manchester Middle 
School and is looking forward to high school next year. 
Christopher, our four year old, keeps all of us busy just 
trying to keep up with him. My wife, Diane, keeps busy 
taking cabin reservations and teaching kindergarten two 
days a week for Christopher and two other children over 
on Manchester State Forest. 

All of the families on the park have taken time off this 
fall and have enjoyed the much needed leisure time. 

In closing, I would like to thank my staff for all their 
help this year and also to District Superintendent Van 
Stickles and the Columbia office for all their assistance. 

Come to see us if you're in the area. 
(P.S. Ranger Davis said he shot a deer this year. Of 
course, I have yet to see it!) 

George Gordon 
Superintendent 



SANTEE 

With the holiday season rapidly approaching, the 
crew and staff at Santee State Park are eagerly awaiting 
the opportunity to take some time off. Most of us will be 
doing some visiting and other constructive things, but we 
do have a few people who will be participating in some 
strange activities. 

On one of those rare afternoons at Santee when we 
had no one on annual or sick leave, I took the 
opportunity to ask the rangers about their holiday plans. 
I have known Dawson Watson for eight years, but I have 
never heard of Dawson going hunting. He plans "to 
hunt" this Christmas, but he would not expand on this. 
Watch out Tony, Rick and Todd, because Dawson just 
might start getting even for y'all "picking" on him (you 
too, Mike Spivey). Tony Huggins will be on duty 
Christmas week and bringing great joy and cheer to his 
kids, Michael and Elizabeth, and his wife, Cindy. Rick 
Bryant will be working also, but I honestly think that 
"Reggie" will probably take the opportunity in his off 
hours to partake in some "Christmas Cheer". Todd 
Rexrode plans to follow the Clemson Tigers to wherever 
they go "bowling" this year. He hopes these plans will 
take him to Miami, but I have my doubts. (How about 
Atlanta?) (Sorry about that! Ed.) 

Mike Mathis will be heading for the good cooking of 
his mom's back in North Augusta, along with a trip to 
Lincolnton, Georgia, with his wife, Sherrie, to visit her 
folks. Frank Couch plans to be roaming the shopping 
malls before Christmas and breaking into cars. Now, this 
was the exact response that I got from Frank and after 
almost one year here, I still cannot tell when he is joking 
or serious. Elijah Gillens plans to head down to 
Jacksonville, Florida, to relax and to visit relatives in the 
area. 

William Fogle and Annette Gaines, the Rondette 
Clerks at Santee, plan to stay in the area and enjoy the 
holiday season at home. Annette has five children to take 
care of and to be Santa Claus to. I'm sure that she will be 
quite busy. Stanley Federer and Clarence Bulla, from the 
Tackle Shop, will be at home also to do some fishing if the 
weather cooperates. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kolb plan to take trek down to Daytona 
Beach and try out the new Epcot Center at Disneyworld. 
How about bringing back some souvenir "Mickey 
Mouse" ears? Annie Johnson and Curley Horton, 
employees at the Grill, will be around Santee to bring in 
the New Year and to celebrate the Christmas season. 
So, from everyone at Santee State Park, here is our wish 
for all of you to have a good time this Christmas and an 
enjoyable New Year. 

Mike E. Davidson 
Superintendent 

REDCLIFFE 

This past year for Redcliffe has been a busy but 
profitable one. 

Since we have opened the house for weddings, 
wedding receptions and club meetings, we have made 
new friends. The revenue from these programs helps to 
make us self-supporting. 

We also had the honor of having Mrs. Carl Bleser here 
to sign her new book about the Hammonds of Redcliffe. 
She gave a talk on the Hammonds of Redcliffe on the 
front lawn of the Big House. About 250 people were here 
to listen and to ask questions about her book. As we sat 
and talked after the program inside the main hall of the 
house, she made us feel right at home as we talked about 
Redcliffe and about the future of the house. That day we 
sold every copy of the book on hand! 

As for the work around the house, we have added a 
new wood burning furnace to heat the house. They also 
remodeled my housing area, which my wife and I are 
grateful for. 

There is still a lot of work to be done such as the new 
air conditioning system, which will be run underground 
to cool the house. This is a new method of cooling the 
house and if it works, it will save PRT money in the long 
run. These are just a few of the improvements we have 
made at Redcliffe. I hope next year will bring more 
improvements on all the parks in the system. 

Robert McFadden 
Ranger 

WOODS BAY 

Things are quiet as usual at Woods Bay with work 
being started on winter work projects. We are in the 
process of draining the millpond in an attempt to control 
the weed growth that is rapidly taking over the small 
amount of open water remaining. However, we won't 
know what we are up against until we get the pond 
drained. Hopefully, some solution can be reached. 

As for our holiday plans, my wife and I are planning a 
trip to Disney World. It should be an enjoyable trip for 
the kids, and for Mom and Dad. 

Bill Smith 
Superintendent 



DISTRICT NEWS 

This past quarter has been a busy one in District III. 
Most parks have winter projects underway with quite a 
few completed due to the beautiful weather we have 
been experiencing. 

A new parking area at Caesars Head has just recently 
been completed which will accommodate parking for 
two trails in the area. One trail, Jones Gap, is 
approximately five miles in length and the other, Raven 
Cliff Falls, is approximately three miles in length. Both 
trails are easy walking and give even novice hikers a 
chance to see two of the most scenic locations in upper 
South Carolina. 

A 24-site campground has just been completed and 
opened at Kewoee-Toxaway State Park. It's a first of its 
kind in the parks system, with 10 full hook-up sites and 14 
tent pads. The campground is fully paved and sits atop 
one of the many hills located on the park. 

Road construction and utilities should be started on 
the Lake Hartwell 1-85 Park around the first of 1983. The 
park construction work will be most welcomed by area 
residents who have been interested in the development 
from the beginning. 

I'll wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year and extend an invitation to all to come visit! 

Horace W. Craig 
District III Superintendent 
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CAESARS HEAD CROFT 

This fall has been unpredictable as far as our 
weather is concerned. After suffering through a wet 
summer the few weeks before the color change was to 
take place turned out to be a drought. The dry spell took 
its toll on the colors. Instead of the leaves turning bright 
and beautiful, they turned brown and fell to the ground! 
Although the leaves did not have their best year as far as 
colors are concerned, it did not dampen the spirit of our 
park visitors. The three weeks of the color change saw 
Caesars Head booming with business. Park visitation 
and revenue jumped for the month of October. The 
annual Fall Color Walk at Caesars Head was again 
booked solid this year. Joe Frank Watson led an excited 
group down to Raven Cliff Falls on a cool Sunday 
afternoon. All participants on the walk had a good day 
and were amazed at the beauty of the waterfall. This fall 
the new parking area for Raven Cliff and Jones Gap was 
completed. We only lack putting new trail heads into 
these areas to complete the project. The number of 
hikers and photographers seems to be increasing month 
by month. 

My thanks go out to the park staff for the hard work 
they have put out since the summer began. We were all 
green at the summer's start, but we all feel like seasoned 
veterans now. 

The P.M. Magazine Crew from WIS-TV in Columbia 
filmed here in October and the following week we had 
several visitors from the Columbia area come by who 
had never visited us before. We also had a film crew from 
WLOS-Asheville do a sppt on Raven Cliff and a writer 
from an Atlanta newspaper wrote an article on the 
Mountain Bridge Project. All of this publicity is making us 
well known in the area. 

Ranger Berry and I are both looking forward to the 
upcoming holidays and mama's good home cooking. 
Mrs. Berry had better be ready for Stephen. When he 
goes to eating, it's like having to cook for a family of ten! I 
hope to visit my sister and her family in the D.C. area 
come Christmas time. Other than that, I have no 
immediate plans. If you folks are in the area, please stop 
in to see us. I hope you all have a great Christmas and a 
happy and prosperous New Year. 

This is one request I look forward to because it gives 
me the opportunity to brag a little about the workers 
here at Croft and the many things we've been involved 
with this past year. I'm happy to report that we have had 
one of our best seasons in spite of a sluggish economy. 
We had many visitors from other states who were visiting 
the World's Fair in Knoxville, Tennessee, and we feel we 
were there from all the information passed on by each 
camper. 

Even with a tight budget we added a new facility this 
year, a BMX track, and many events were held. From the 
attendance at these events it looks like this will become a 
very popular activity for the people of this area. Our 
swimming pool attendance was off a bit, but we still had 
good crowds and no accidents. I can't say enough for the 
fine guards who really did an outstanding job making this 
the fifth season without any problems. I don't want to 
overlook the grill workers who really put in some busy 
hours making sure the people didn't go away hungry. 
Thanks to all our summer employees, for they are the 
people who really make the park visitors welcome and 
happy. 

Phil Tyner, Linda and Susan have no special plans for 
the holidays, but I'm sure it will be "special" just having 
Susan's delight for Christmas. Greg Reaves can't wait for 
the duck season to begin. Greg plans to visit his family in 
Hartsville. As for yours truly, we are looking forward to 
having Christmas with our children, their spouses and 
our two grandsons, Dale and Travis. We will celebrate 
the birth of Christ together. We wish each park family a 
Merry Christmas and blessings for the New Year. 

Ray E. Hayes 
Superintendent 

KEO WEE-T OXA W A Y 

Hello to everyone from the park staff here at 
Keowee-Toxaway! We hope that all of you had a good 
Thanksgiving and will have a Merry Christmas. 

Krissy and I are about to really get settled in here. The 
fall colors were beautiful this year. We had been away 
from this area for three years and had forgotten how 
beautiful this area is in the fall, but our memories were 
quickly refreshed-

Ranger Bill Bowen and his wife, Ginny, went to North 
Carolina for a few days in October to visit Bill's family. Bill 
hadn't been home in a while and said they really enjoyed 
the trip. 

Mrs. Looper, our receptionist, has had visits by all of 
her children this fall. She in return has taken a few days 
off at Thanksgiving to visit them. 

Krissy and I went to Charleston over the Thanksgiving 
Holidays and visited her parents. We hope to have them 
up at Christmas for a visit with us. 

I look forward to seeing each of you at the meeting in 
January. Until then, we wish all of you a Blessed 
Christmas. 

Donald Ferguson 
Superintendent 



DISTRICT III NEWS (Continued) 

OCONEE 

The economy may be bad, but we have not 
experienced it here at Oconee in the camping and cabin 
use. Especially during the month of October, never in the 
last fifteen years have as many people been camping and 
using the cabins, especially during the week. The good 
weather had a lot to do with this and the Fall Clogging 
Festival was held on a beautiful week-end. Next year, 
April 22 and 23, will be our Spring Clogging Festival. 

I want to thank our rangers for their work during this 
past year for working long hours, for doing the jobs that 
were assigned to them and for handling problems with 
the public with a good attitude. 

Our rangers include Jim Bynum (Jim is doing fine after 
his heart attack and is back doing most any type of work 
that comes up); Cecil Honea, Earl Blakely and Broadus 
Nicholson, who replaced Louie Ridley when he retired. 
Louie is doing fine and is still working on his farm every 
day. Every time I see him he tells me he is now making 
more money than when he was working! Dana suggested 
we tell about our families. We have four children and all 
of them grew up in a state park. June, the oldest, is 
married and living in Hendersonville, North Carolina, 
where she is teaching school. She is a member of the 
"New Wood" folk music band, and they have done 
several special programs in the state parks. Jimmy is a 
pharmacist, single and taking mechanical engineering at 
Clemson. John Eric is taking forestry at Clemson, and 
Janice is in nursing at the Medical University at 
Charleston. Jimmy, the oldest son, and Janice, the 
youngest daughter, rode bicycles from Oconee to 
Charleston this past August. They camped in state parks 
and travelled about 60 miles a day. I want to thank the 
different superintendents that took care of them. 

Our hearts go out to Bob and Helen Jones in the loss 
of their son this summer. These things we do not 
understand, but the Bible tells us that someday we will 
understand. 

Bob Cothran 
Superintendent 

PARIS MOUNTAIN 

Hello! During the beautiful Indian summer days of 
late October, on a Sunday afternoon, a wedding was 
performed in two brightly colored hot air balloons, 
bursting with hot gas to swell the fat balloons toward the 
shining sun, colorful leaves and blowing breeze. Standing 
in the basket of one balloon was a lovely bride and a 
handsome groom. The minister finished the ceremony, 
stepped to the side and away they (the newlyweds) went; 
over the trees into the blue sky and fluffy clouds. 
Showing underneath the basket of the balloon was 
written JUST MARRIED!! This was a breath-taking site 
to see! 

Visitors of the past and future showed up at our Buck 
Horn Lodge. 

The Past: The Society of Creative Anachronisms 
staged a re-enactment of days of yester-years. There 
were knights, ladies, a king, a queen and a court jester, all 
dressed in their proper attire. A very serious "fight" was 
performed with blades and an axe to establish a new 
king. I Knight Thee-Sir... 

The Future: Porsche and Corvette Clubs. These two 
sport car clubs thrilled us again this year with hillclimbs 
that kept the ambulance in full operation. 

Now that it has slowed down, it is our turn to enjoy our 
families with family activities and vacations. 

Dave states that he hasn't decided when or where his 
vacation will take place, but he is planning to take one. 

As for the Frasier family, we had a chance to go campig 
nearby at Pleasant Ridge, and we plan to venture a little 
further on our next trip. 

Our newest ranger and family, Thomas Griffin and his 
wife, Joy, are from Panama City, Florida, along with their 
children Tracy 16, Missy 14, Kathy 10, Gabriel 9, Tammy 
8 and Wesley 2%. The Griffins have a full-time job, but a 
welcome to the State Park System and South Carolina! 

Ed Frasier 
Ranger II 



PLEASANT RIDGE SADLERS CREEK 

Another summer has come and gone. The picnic 
areas are not crowded and traffic is light. Camping has 
been good on weekends but is slowly tapering off as cold 
weather sets in. The leaves were a little slow getting to 
their peak this season but were beautiful as always, and 
we sure are having a time raking now! 

My ranger and I have gotten into our winter work 
program since the crowds of people have slowly 
dwindled away. 

My family and I (Katherine, Michell and Nickey) are 
looking toward to spending a few days of Christmas in 
Denmark and maybe a few days at Barnwell State Park. 
Look out Carroll Zissette, here I come! 

Ranger Caulder and his wife, Arelene, are planning a 
trip to New Orleans some time after Christmas. 

Since this is the last "Park Lites" this year, we would 
like to take this opportunity to thank everyone in our 
park system for the support and cooperation received 
this year and to wish everyone the merriest Christmas 
ever! 

P.S. I almost forgot to thank Pete Davis, 
Superintendent at Caesars Head, and his ranger, 
Richard Brewer, for the help they gave me at Wildcat 
Wayside. 

Carter Thomas 
Superintendent 

f\s the holiday season approaches we begin making 
plans to visit with family and friends and think about all 
the fine holiday food. I can smell Grandmaw's turkey and 
ham and all the trimmings now! 

Nancy, Matt and 1 will be on the road again this year 
between the two grandparent's homes in Clover and 
Bishopville. This Christmas will be Matt's first to really 
remember, and I don't think he is going to let us forget it. 
Everything he sees in the toy department he wants! Matt, 
being the only grandchild on the Jordan side of the 
family, will be spoiled rotten! 

The Jones' family, being here in nearby Anderson, will 
be staying near the home front. Herb has made some 
plans to do a little deer hunting. I wish him good luck, and 
I hope he bags a big buck so we might have a roast in the 
freezer! 

We want to take this opportunity to wish all our friends 
and their families in the park system a very Merry 
Christmas and the best in 1983. 

Brooks M. Jordan 
Superintendent 

ROSE HILL 

The coming of fall does many things. For one, it 
enhances our view with all of nature's beauty. On the 
other hand, it brings us hand cramps and backaches 
from raking up all the leaves, which is one of our daily 
activities as we prepare for the Christmas Open House. 
The Open House will be on Sunday, December 12, from 
2-5 p.m., so ya'll come and get an early start on the 
Christmas holiday with us! 

As the holidays roll around my wife, Patricia, and I are 
looking forward to celebrating our first anniversary as we 
spend Thanksgiving with my family down at Edisto 
Beach State Park. 

Christmas time will find Gerry and his family in 
Greenville celebrating with their folks. Patricia and I will 
be looking for our family to come to Rose Hill and spend 
Christmas Day with us. 

On behalf of the Perry family, and my wife and I, we 
wish all PRT employees and their families a very safe and 
happy holiday season. MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

James C. Meadors 
Ranger I 

TABLE ROCK 

Table Rock has been very busy this fall. The cabins 
have stayed booked, with October still being the popular 
month. The cabins are already booked for the leaf 
change next October. Hopefully, the leaves will be more 
spectacular next year than they were this year. 

The Lodge has gotten a new face-lift. The upstairs 
floor has been refinished, all new drapes have been 
added throughout the lodge and many more much 
needed improvements have been made. People still 
come from miles around to eat, and I still don't know how 
Ed feeds some of the crowds that he does. 

We enjoyed a visit from the Southeastern State Park 
Directors on November 11. We do hope that they 
enjoyed their visit and will come back to our beautiful 
state again. 

We at Table Rock want to wish Bill Rampey and his 
wife, Rhonda, the very best as Bill has rejoined the 
service. He will be going into the Army to pursue his 
education in the medical field. 

Christmas holidays are fast approaching again. We are 
looking forward to our annual Toys for Tots Square 
Dance on December. All of the families at Table Rock will 
be enjoying family and friends throughout the holidays. 
We all wish each and every one a very Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year. 

Mike Hendrix 
Superintendent 



DISTRICT NEWS 

District IV 
With the holiday season upon us, many employees 

take time off to spend with friends and family. I hope that 
everyone will have a safe holiday season, a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Hickory Knob Resort Park was the site for the 40th 
Annual Conference of Southeastern State Park 
Directors. I would like to thank everyone who helped in 
preparing and hosting this event. Many compliments 
were received on the success of the meeting. 

Construction of the golf course pro shop at Hickory 
Knob is progressing very well. This building will be a 
tremendous asset to the park. Other projects in District 
IV that were done with assistance of the maintenance 
staff are: a parking lot and completion of swimming area 
at Dreher Island, the dining room addition at Hickory 
Knob and a pasture at Kings Mountain. Many thanks to 
that staff for a job well done. 

ANDREW JACKSON 

The scenic beauty of the changing foliage continues 
to attract visitors to walk the park grounds and enjoy the 
fresh autumn air. 

Most park visitation for this season consisted of family 
reunions, church groups and other social organizations 
gathering for picnics, museum tours, and to just take 
advantage of the summer and fall days. The summer 
season was very successful in terms of the increased 
amount of camping units over previous years. Campers 
enjoy the peace and quiet during their visit and many 
take advantage of the good fishing that the lake offers. 

I became a new employee of the park system in the 
spring of this year. I have greatly enjoyed working with 
the Griffins to keep this park attractive. The 
compliments we receive make us all proud of the work 
we have put forth. 

My wife, Susan, and I are natives of New York State 
and we like living in South Carolina. We especially like 
the much warmer climate! Susan is a registered nurse 
employed by Elliot White Springs Memorial Hospital in 
Lancaster. 

Charles F. Parkman 
District IV Superintendent 

BAKER CREEK 

Hi , folks! I hope that everyone of you out there is doing 
fine since the last time we heard from you. 

Ranger David Nute, my family and I are doing great 
and getting ready for Santa. 

By the time this article comes out David will have spent 
the week of Thanksgiving in Charleston with his folks, 
and will be getting ready for his trip to Wichita, Kansas to 
visit his sister and brother-in-law for Christmas. 

As for the Atkinsons, we will have a covered dish 
supper with some of our regular campers during 
Thanksgiving, attend a McCormick County Emergency 
Services Banquet, and participate in McCormick's 100th 
Birthday Party. We plan to stay at home this Christmas 
and let the rest of the family come see us. The kids are 
really looking forward to Christmas. We got smart and 
did our Christmas buying back during the summer. That 
has really helped the pocket book, and there is no more 
running around at the last minute. We do plan to go to 
Darlington the week after Christmas to visit family and 
friends. 

I hope that everyone will have a safe holiday season. 

Warren Putman 
Ranger I 

Roy Atkinson 
Superintendent 



CHESTER GREENWOOD 

/Ys the Holiday Seasons appproach both families 
are making plans for the Christmas and New Year 
season. 

The recreation building this year has been widely used 
for family reunions and picnics. 

The picnic shelters are being used more for church 
and club meetings, company picnics and outings. 

Camping here at Chester State Park has grown this 
year. At the present time the camping area is ahead by 
250 campers. The camping area stays full during the 
hunting season, especially during the either sex days. At 
the time of this writing the camping area is full on 
Wednesday night because of the four either sex days this 
month. 

May God Bless Everyone! 

J. Wayne Timms 
Superintendent 

(The sympathy of personnel throughout the state park 
system goes out to Wayne and his family upon the death 
of his father, Jake. Jake was a retired park employee 
after working for many years as a Ranger at Kings 
Mountain State Park. Ed.) 

It's that time of year again! Here comes the problem 
of trying to adjust work schedules as everyone tries to 
decide when tbey want to take time off for the holidays. 
The familiar phrase "How much annual leave do I have 
left?" is constantly being asked. 

Ranger Ron Kimberly and his wife, Jane, are the proud 
parents of a son, Ronald R. Kimberly III, who was born on 
Nov. 3 and weighed 7 pounds, 4% ounces. 

Ranger Greg Snider and his wife are planning a trip to 
Florida to visit relatives during the holiday season. 
Ranger Willie Caldwell and his family have not made any 
definite plans, but you can be sure he will be spending 
part of his time off playing golf, probably at Hickory 
Knob. He seems to spend more off duty time there than 
he does at Greenwood. 

My family will probably spend most of our time resting 
at home. We need it as we've just spent the last two 
months on the go with Joe-Joe's first season of little 
league football. He is good and, of course, I'm not 
prejudiced. Maybe he'll make it to Tiger Town one day! 

We sincerely wish each of you a safe and happy 
holiday season. We look forward to hearing from all of 
our friends throughout the state and would like for you to 
come by any time. 

Joe L. Hambright 
Superintendent 

DREHER ISLAND 

After a busy summer, the cool, crisp days of fall are 
a welcome change for employees and families at Dreher 
Island. The fall color change around the shore of Lake 
Murray is almost as spectacular as in the mountains. 

Park use slows at Dreher Island, but never really 
comes to a halt. When the crowds of campers, 
picnickers and skiers move out, the hordes of fishermen 
move in. Lake Murray is fast approaching Santee's 
status as the premier striped bass fishing lake in South 
Carolina. It gets better every year. 

With the approaching holiday season, the employees 
and families at Dreher Island are looking forward to well-
earned time off with families and friends. 

May you all have a happy and safe Holiday Season. 

R.F. Parrish 
Superintendent 

HAMILTON BRANCH 

Warm holiday greetings from the families at 
Hamilton Branch this Christmas season. The four 
youngest members of our park family are anxiously 
awaiting the arrival of Santa Claus with lots of surprises 
in store. My wife, Daphne, and I are planning a short trip 
to the mountains for some snow skiing after the holidays. 
Rick Freeman and his wife, Theresa, may travel to 
Washington, D.C. to visit with family and friends for a 
week. 

We want to invite the members of our other park 
families into the warmth of our homes to share the joy of 
the holiday season. May each and everyone of you have a 
safe and joyous holiday season. 

Steven R. Edison 
Superintendent 



DISTRICT IV NEWS (Continued) 

HICKORY KNOB 

Seasons Greetings to all from Hickory Knob! "Tis 
the season to be jolly", and may each of you do just that. 

Have you seen the new evaluation forms? Let's see 
how Hickory Knob scored for 1982. 

BP-Below Performance 
MP-Meets Performance 
EP-Exceeds Performance 

April 1, Opening of Golf Course 
No. of golfers drowned in water hazards-None 
No. of golfers stuck in sandtraps-None 
No. of golfers run over by speeding golf carts-None 
No. of injuries due to soaring golf balls-None 

Major problem was the golf balls being swiped by the 
Canadian geese and squirrels. Opening went smoothly 
and has continued to do so throughout the year. 

EP-(Exceptional performance by park personnel) 

April 1, Opening of lakeside lodging and meeting rooms 
No. of collapsed balconys-None 
No. of collapsed balconies occupied by guests-None 
No. of falls down stairways-None 

Major problem is the fear that ourlakeside lodging could 
somehow be washed down the hill and into beautiful 
Clarks Hill Lake. However, our opening went smoothly 
and has continued to do so. 

EP-(Overall excellent performance by park personnel) 

August thru November, Construction of Restaurant 
Addition 

No. of hammered fingers-None 
No. of falls from roof-None 
No. of employees to "lose their cool" in the 100° + 

temperatures-None 
EP-(On a scale of 1 to 10, an 11!) 

Enthusiasm-GREAT; Speed-GREAT! 

These are only three of the many events to take place 
at Hickory Knob in 1982. Although this evaluation is silly 
and meaningless, our individual employee evaluations 
are very important. But the most important of all is the 
evaluation of how we feel about our achievement. Have 
we strived to do the best we can? Have our guests had a 
great stay? Have we had few complaints? Do our guests 
want to return? Congratulations to each park with a YES 
answer to these questions. 

From the staff here at Hickory Knob, best wishes for a 
joyous holiday season to each and every one. 

P.S. Our snake is missing from the lodge aquarium. He 
is approximately 30 inches long with gentle black eyes. 
He is grey, and his favorite food is another snake. If 
found, please return to Hickory Knob. 

Diane Stribling 
Clerk Typist 

KINGS MOUNTAIN 

The changing colors of autumn remind us that another 
year is coming to a close. Even though the "season" is 
officially over, many camping clubs continue to enjoy the 
weekends at Kings Mountain. 

We would like to welcome two new additions to our 
staff: Phil Gaines has joined us as Ranger I, replacing 
Steve Berry. Phil is a Clemson graduate from Greenville. 
Also, joining us as Ranger I is Mary Crockett, replacing 
Novan Sanders. Mary, also a Clemson graduate from 
Charleston. We wish them both success with their new 
jobs. 

Our summer season proved to be a very successful 
one. The implementation of the new parking fee station 
was a success and won the approval of park visitors. The 
Living History Farm was the site for several pioneer 
weekends which in turn brought in more picnickers and 
campers. 

This year marked the sixth year for the "Pioneer Days 
and Muzzleloaders Conclave." It was our first attempt at 
charging an admission fee, and was very successful. 
Saturday was the largest one-day crowd that we have 
had at the Conclave. Even though it rained on Sunday, 
there was a good turnout. 

We have just completed covering and winterizing the 
greenhouses at the nursery, which is an indication that 
it's time to begin our new winter work projects. 

Our congratulations go out to soon-to-be new parents 
Jay and Karen Hopper, who are expecting in February. 
Expecting their second child (in April) are Lew and Pam 
Cato. We are all looking forward to these two new 
arrivals. 

Have a Merry Christmas and a safe and prosperous 
New Year. 

Phil Gaines 
Ranger 

Melanie Brodie 
Nursery Attendant 



LANDSFORD CANAL 

The Oneppo and Brucke families are once again 
looking forward and planning for the holiday season 
ahead. 

Christmas is the most festive, happy and giving season 
of the year. It's a time when most people stop, 
reminiscence, count their many blessings and remember 
what the true meaning of Christmas really is. 

The Oneppo's will be hanging another stocking by 
their chimney this year. Ranger Donald Oneppo and his 
wife Cathy are expecting their second child around 
December 10th. The Oneppo's have a beautiful 
daughter, Angela, who will be celebrating her second 
birthday on December 7th. Angela is excited over the 
expected new addition to the family and is looking 
forward to helping her mother with caring for the baby. 

At the Brucke household this year, Santa will find two 
stockings by the chimney for our granddaughters, 
Carolyn (who is four, takes her dance lessons very 
seriously and is at the top of her class) and Tifanie (who is 
two years old, must wait another year for her dance 
lessons to begi, and sometimes finds it hard to cope with 
an older sister). Carolyn and Tifanie have already 
decided Santa should bring them one of every toy 
advertised on T.V. Needless to say, the Brucke 
household revolves around these two "little people". 

Ranger Oneppo and family will divide their time during 
the holiday season between the Oneppo family, the 
Simpson family, friends and home. 

The Brucke's plan on a quiet, happy, holiday season at 
home with daughters Sherry and her family and a few 
friends. 

The Oneppo's and Brucke's wish each and every park 
family, home office personnel and families and district 
superintendents and their families, a very hapy holiday 
season and a prosperous new year. 

Marshall L. Brucke 
Superintendent 

SESQUICENTENNIAL 

Greetings to the entire PRT family and best wishes for a 
joyous holiday season from the staff at Sesqui. The year 
1982 has been an eventful year for us and it certainly 
went by very swiftly. These autumn days have been 
lovely, and I think this is my favorite time of the year. I will 
surely miss living in a state park after I retire. Living in the 
woods and watching the seasons change is a wonderful 
fringe benefit in this occupation. 

Our Railroad Museum was completed this year and 
has been open to the public on weekends. There are 
quite a few nostalgic railroad enthusiasts around this 
area. We also put a parking fee station at the entrance 
and this operation was a success in more ways than one. 

Our Group Camp (former YACC quarters) is 
beginning to "catch on" with the public. We have had 
several organizations using the facilities, and they also 
provide an excellent place for PRT official functions such 
as Ranger Academy, meetings, etc. 

Problems with vandalism and litter were greatly 
reduced this year, and 1 credit the control factor of the 
Fee Station for this. This was the first summer in several 
years that we did not use security guards. We did have 
five fires in a ten-day period in May with a total of about 
sixty ares burned over. One tragic event-in our 
campground a visitor died of heart failure. 

Other than having to close the swimming area for part 
of two days, we had a very smooth summer. We had 
what the Health Department called an "Algae Bloom", 
which, though harmless, made the water look very 
unattractive. 

Our work projects are underway. We have been 
painting, working on boats and have doubled the parking 
space at Shelters 3 and 4. We plan to extend the parking 
area even more. 

It sure seems strange not to be at the annual 
Superintendents' meeting in November. Most of my 
birthdays occurred during these events since I've been 
with PRT. The one this month will make me eligible for 
Social Secuirty (if there is any left). Each year seems to 
get shorter! 

The holiday season is almost here again. The Meadors 
family plans to spend Thanksgiving at Edisto Beach State 
Park and Christmas at Rose Hill and Sesqui. Ranger Rod 
Corley will be busy with all the preparations for his 
wedding on February 12 to the lovely Miss Betty 
Williford. We are looking forward to this event and wish 
them a long and happy life together. 

Ranger Ray Canada just came by showing off some 
nice crappie he pulled from our lake a few minutes ago. 
He will be celebrating a birthday on Veterans Day, 
November 11th, and plans to spend Christmas in Texas 
with his family. 

Ranger Ray Owens and wife Annette will celebrate 
their first wedding anniversary on December 21, and I 
don't think the honeymoon is over yet. Ray is our newest 
member on the park staff and is dedicated to his job. He 
will assume my usual chores as Primary Duty Ranger 
during both Thanksgiving and Christmas weeks. 

I have really been blessed with some wonderful people 
to work WITH and FOR. I sincerely appreciate the 
cooperation, attitudes and ideas contributed by them in 
our efforts to provide recreation and service to our 
visitors. Their efforts are rewarded daily by compliments 
from park visitors. 

My sincerest wish for everyone on earth is Peace, 
Good Will and Love. May God bless us all according to 
our needs and His merciful will. 

Merry Christmas, 
Ye Olde Sesqui Scribe, 

Jim Meadors 
Superintendent 



PROGRAMS SECTION 

Christmas Programs 

From mid-November through the end of December 
our programs take on a definite Christmas flavor. The 
Third Annual Holiday Creations Workshop at Hickory 
Knob was the best yet. A record number of participants 
converged on the park to learn new skills that would 
enable them to make some of their Christmas gifts and to 
put a personal touch to both decorations and Christmas 
cards. 

The Rose Hill Open House has been a mainstay of the 
Parks Division. This year a new format has been adopted 
to provide an even more meaningful experience to those 
attending. 

Charles Towne Landing ushers in the Christmas 
season with music, a tree-lighting ceremony, and a visit 
by Santa Claus. 

HOLIDAY CREATIONS WORKSHOPS 

State Park Directors Meeting 

Perhaps the nicest group of "conventioneers" with 
whom I have ever been associated was the directors and 
staff attending the 40th Annual Meeting of the 
Association of Southeastern State Park Directors held at 
Hickory Knob recently. 

Over the years I have attended a number of 
conventions, seminars, conferences, etc. In all these 
meetings I have never participated in a session that 
compares with the opening general session of the 
ASSPD. I refer specifically to the recognition of the 
retired directors in attendance. As each man was 
introduced to make a few remarks regarding his personal 
experiences in state parks and his personal philosophy, it 
was impossible not to be awed at being in the presence of 
several men who helped to establish a number of the 
state park systems represented. 

Inviting these pioneers would have been...at the very 
least...a very nice gesture. It proved, however, to go 
beyond this. I dare say that the opportunity to participate 
in the 40th Annual Meeting of the ASSPD, and to visit the 
site (Table Rock Lodge) where the organization was 
formed, was a most appropriate climax to the careers of 
a very distinguished group of former park professionals. 

The moment was not lost on the younger delegates. 
For a brief period on Wednesday, November 10, 1982, 
we were surrounded by our heritage. 

The Meaning of Christmas 

For those of us with young children, Christmas is an 
opportunity to see the joy that accompanies Santa's 
gifts. 

For some it is an opportunity to visit family members, 
many of whom we seldom see. 

For others it is a religious celebration of the birth of 
Christ. 

For many it is a combination of all of these things. 
For those less fortunate than ourselves, it is not a time 

of joy. Let's not get too caught up in the merry-making to 
forget to extend the Christmas spirit to those who need it 
most. 

For the new year, let's resolve to start fresh in our 
relationship with our family, friends, and fellow 
employees, and work toward a harmonious and 
productive 1983. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

Dan Turpin 
Programs Coordinator 



A NEW HEATING SYSTEM FOR REDCLIFFE 

A New Heating System For Redcliffe 

Redcliffe State Park was given to the State of South 
Carolina in 1973 by John Shaw Billings. Public access has 
been limited in the past because of continuing 
development. Last year it was decided to increase public 
use and access to the house throughout the year. 

The existing heating system, while adequate for 
human comfort, was far too costly to operate. Gene 
Cobb relates that the twin oil burners often used several 
hundred gallons of fuel per week during the colder 
months when John Billings was still in residence. 

This is not surprising as Redcliffe was built with no 
insulation and numerous large windows. There are 
10,200 square feet in the three floors, but the 14y2 foot 
ceiling height, while making the house cooler in the 
summer, makes heating even more difficult. 

The procedure over the past four or five years has 
been to heat the upper floors to minimum standards 
(50°) while the lower level, which housed the ranger and 
his family, was heated with wood stoves. Neither solution 
was satisfactory. The chimney flues were not considered 
safe for either the wood stoves or the oil burner. Plans to 
increase public access and use of the house this year 
would not have been cost-effective or practical in winter 
if temperatures were raised to standards for human 
comfort. 

The possibility of an alternate heating system was 
made possible because of the availability of a Federal 
Historic Preservation Grant which could be used to 
purchase necessary materials, while the state's matching 
could come from labor of our maintenance crews. The 
grant administrators at the State Department of 
Archives and History were most cooperative in 
approving this arrangement, as well as allowing these 
funds to be used to do work that was not strictly historic 
preservation. They did realize, however, that any heating 
system which made large historic structures more 
economical to operate and preserve could have far-
reaching benefits. 

The initial criteria for alternative heating systems were 
that the system should (a) not use the existing flues, (b) 
be economical, and (c) utilize the existing duct system. 

Heat pumps were dropped from consideration 
because of projected high operating costs. 

The obvious answer was wood, a commodity that was 
abundant on the park. To avoid using the flues in the 
house, the unit would have to be located in the yard. 

Superintendent Gene Cobb, Jim Work, and Mike 
Foley began investigating wood furnaces adapted to 
forced air duct systems. The initial visits were to units 
that moved air through an enclosed steel jacket around a 
fire box. The major difficulty with such a system was 
moving the air from the heater unit in the yard to the duct 
system. 

Jim Work eventually heard of an experimental unit 
utilizing water heated by a wood fire. One had been built 
at Williamsburg Technical School under a Federal grant. 
Examination of this heater led to the decision that it 
would be the most practical for this application because: 
(a) Water could be pumped the 110 feet necessary to 

reach the duct entrances in much smaller conduits 
than could air. 

(b) If the unit was well insulated, the water would hold a 
more constant temperature under a wide variety of 
fire box temperatures. 

Hot water could be circulated even days after a fire 
had gone out. An air transfer system would need a hot 
fire anytime heat were demanded. Air systems to 
transfer heat are practical only when instant control of 
the heat source is possible, such as with liquid and gas 
fuel. The burner comes on moments before the blower 
and cuts off when heat is no longer demanded. Control of 
a wood fire, although practical within certain limits, is 
certainly not precise. A large water storage capacity 
allows storage of heat from the wood fire for use when 
needed at a later time. Available heat is therefore not 
related to the intensity of the fire. The unit that was 
eventually installed has a 3,000-gallon water reservoir 
with an overflow system to handle expansion and 
potential steam pressure should overheating occur. 
After a masonry building was constructed around the 
heater, approximately twelve tons of sand were placed 
around the jacket to absorb additional heat. 

The purposes of the building were severalfold. It 
protected the unit from the weather and being heavily 
insulated, kept heat loss to a minimum. The building also 
disguised the heater, as the external trim was designed to 
duplicate the historic structures in the yard. The location 
of the building was to be as unobstrusive as possible. The 
additional decorative elements, however, made this 
structure and its plumbing more expensive than it might 
have been in a strictly utilitarian setting. It was felt that 
protecting the historic atmosphere at Redcliffe justified 
the additional expense. 



HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS - NUMBER 9 

The building has a door at either end. The east door 
opens to a small room with space for wood storage, and 
access to water pumps and exposed plumbing. The fire 
box is loaded here. The door has a thermostatically 
controlled damper to control air flow to the fire. In 
addition, a blower forces secondary air to the upper part 
of the fire box where flammable gases and smoke are 
burned. The result is an extremely clean and efficient 
burn. The hot flue gases then travel through a number of 
steel tubes, passing horizontally through the water tank 
before going up the stack. The west door opens to a flue 
cleanout access hatch and drain valves for the tank. Two 
pumps circulate the hot water from the tank 
underground to the house and then down a chase to the 
duct access. There are two outgoing waterlines and two 
return lines. The water, between 160°-180°, is passed 
through two water-to-air heat exchanger coils and air is 
forced through them by two fans into the existing 
ductwork. The cooled water then returns to the tank to 
be reheated again. The operation is efficient enough so 
that air in the ducts is uncomfortably hot. The system 
was fired up on November 4 and heated the house for the 
first time on the evening of November 5. The hard work 
and extra hours put in by the maintenance crew and park 
crew made it possible to put the heating system into 
operation on the deadline previously set. Although there 
is some fine tuning to be done, initial results are very 
encouraging. Similar systems could be utilized in the 
future to heat large structures on the parks which are 
high energy users. 

Mike Foley 
Chief Historian 



THE SOUTH CAROLINA BLUE RIDGE 

(Fifth in a series of five articles on the Natural History of 
South Carolina.) 

The Blue Ridge Province of South Carolina occupies 
slightly more than three percent of the state's total land 
mass and is restricted to the extreme western and 
northern portions of Oconee, Pickens and Greenville 
Counties. The province is generally considered to 
include all the land higher than 1400 feet in elevation, 
although variations within the province cause much of 
the area to lie below this eleation. The South Carolina 
Blue Ridge is a part of the Southern Appalachian 
Mountain complex, an ancient and much eroded 
mountain chain. Scientists speculate that this region 
began millions of years ago as a "pre-Appalachian 
basement" of granitic rocks was laid down in the area of 
the present Appalachian Mountains. Lying under the 
waters of the Atlantic Ocean, the present Appalachian 
chain was pushed up during the geological period known 
as the Appalachian Revolution. Centuries of 
deformation and folding along with occasional volcanic 
activity followed this cataclysmic period and created a 
broad, flat plateau which was then exposed to centuries 

of erosion. Resistant materials remained while weaker 
materials eroded away, producing the steep-sloped ridge 
and valley topography which characterizes the region 
today. 

Rocks of the Blue Ridge Province are of medium to 
high metamorphic grade and consist largely of gneisses 
and schists, derivatives of the gianitic basement rock. 
Soils derived from these rocks are clayey to loamy and 
are generally thin and well drained. The Blue Ridge, 
partially due to its elevation, receives some of the highest 
rainfall in the state with average precipitation ranging 
from 60 to 76 inches. Seven major rivers drain the region 
from the Eastern Continental Divide. These rivers, the 
Chattooga, Eastatoe, Horsepasture, Saluda, 
Thompson, Toxaway, and Whitewater descend from the 
Blue Ridge Escarpment over a series of spectacular falls 
and cascades in their circuitous routes to the Piedmont. 
Some of these spectacular cascades have been 
destroyed, along with the natural courses of several 
rivers, by the impoundment of Lake Jocassee and 
related projects. 
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NATURALIST'S NOTEBOOK - NUMBER 9 

Steep slopes and shallow soils have restricted 
agricultural utilization of the South Carolina Blue Ridge 
and the majority of the province is forested. Virgin 
forests are relatively scarce, however, because of 
intensive timber harvesting in much of our mountain 
flora are unparalleled and the forests of the Southern 
Appalachians, best developed in the Great Smokies and 
Blue Ridge, are considered to be remnants of the ancient 
mesophytic forests of temperate North America. This 
province was originally dominated by an oak-chestnut 
forest association which has been drastically altered 
since 1904. In that year the chestnut blight was 
introduced into the United States and it spread rapidly 
from New England down the Appalachians into Georgia. 
The once majestic American chestnut was essentially 
eliminated. Dead trees stood in the woodlands and 
littered the hillsides until harvesting efforts were 
conducted to salvage the valuable timber. Sprouts still 
grow from the stumps of fallen trees, but never attain 
maturity before succumbing to the disease. 

The decline of the chestnut was gradual enough to 
allow associated species to maintain dominance. The 
resulting vegetationa! patterns reflect a continuum, 
rather than distinct communities, of habitat types. In 
general, this continuum may be described in relation to 
topography. In coves, the vegetation of the South 
Carolina mountains consists of a mixed mesophytic 
forest which gives way to chestnut oak-oak and oak-
hickory communities on slopes at higher elevations. The 
drier slopes and ridges are characterized by pine-oak 
and pine forests. Dense shrub layers of deciduous 
species may be found on both wetter and drier sites, with 
evergreen species being most abundant on oak-
dominated mesic slopes and ridges. The transitional 
zones from community to community are so well 
developed and reflect such high species diversity that 
one cannot readily separate one community from 
another. 

As a result of an abundance of moisture and good 
drainage, the flora of coves is usually more luxuriant than 
that of surrounding sites. The canopy is typically closed, 
but a dense undergrowth of shrubs and herbaceous 
species may be found, especially noticeable in the spring 
when many flowering annuals may be found in bloom. 
Usually dominated by hemlock and tulip-poplar, the 
cove hardwoods forests include basswood, Frasier's 
magnolia and red oak with a host of lesser species. The 
shrub layer is filled with deciduous species which, 
combined with the deciduous canopy, allows the 
development of a very diverse ground cover. In spring 
the profusion of flowering herbs reflects a vegetative 
character unparalleled in South Carolina. 

Upper slopes and mesic ridges are typically forested in 
chestnut oak-oak and oak-hickory communities, 
dominated by chestnut oak, white oak and various 
species of hickories. Understory species include 
dogwood, persimmon, black gum and sourwood. Here 
one finds mountain laurel, fringe tree and buffalo nut in 
the shrub layer with a well developed ground cover, 
except in those areas where mountain laurel forms dense 
thickets. 

Pines dominate the forests along the ridgetops where 
conditions are considerably drier and the soil more rocky 
and shallow than surrounding slopes. Where the soil has 
eroded sufficiently to expose bare rock, one finds an 

interesting community of small pockets of vegetation 
developing in depressions and cracks where soil can 
accumulate. Here the vegetation runs the gamut from 
spikemosses to mature trees, often reflecting the 
successional cycles as one moves from depression to 
depression. 

The most lush vegetation in the Blue Ridge Province 
occurs along stream courses and around waterfalls. 
Here the abundance of moisture and typically cool 
temperatures allow the development of more northern 
species which mingle with southern species. The 
resulting communities contain many threatened and 
endangered species. The Station Falls Natural Area in 
the Sumter National Forest, Whitewater Falls, the 
Chattooga River, Raven Cliff Falls in the Mountain 
Bridge, and the Eastatoe Creek Gorge are all 
recognized, not only for their scenic beauty, but also for 
the unique vegetation they harbor. 

It is easy to over-simplify the complexity of our 
mountain forests and one must realize that here is found 
a richness unmatched in the rest of South Carolina. To 
appreciate the variety, one need only walk over one of 
our larger natural areas. Several large tracts of mountain 
property are now protected to varying degrees. Table 
Rock State Park contains some of the least disturbed 
woodlands in the South Carolina Blue Ridge and the 
Mountain Bridge Recreation/Wilderness Area harbors 
many of the state's most significant habitats. The 
mountains are not only special for their vegetation, but 
also for the unusual animal species found there. 

A number of salamanders common to the Southern 
Applachians are found in our Blue Ridge along with 
-several significant bird species. Golden eagles and 
peregrine falcons once nested on our rocky cliffs and 
today ravens may be found nesting in our woodlands. 
Ruffed grouse may also be observed in our deciduous 
forests and a host of unusual songbirds nest in the 
region. Black bears are occasionally sighted here and 
signs of cougars are infrequently discovered. All in all, 
the Blue Ridge is a region of unique geology, flora and 
fauna, all draped in a haze of blue. Turpines released into 
the air by the region's trees produce this blue haze like 
they produce the grey "smoke" of the Great Smokies. 
South Carolina's Blue Ridge certainly reaches the height 
of vegetational and faunal diversity in this state. 

John Reid Clonts 
Public Information Specialist 

Recreation Division 27 



PERSONNEL CHANGES 

NEW EMPLOYEES 

William Branham - Carpenter, Service and Supply 
Center 

Harold Hunter - Gift Shop/Snack Bar Operator, 
Hickory Knob 

Daniel Jackson Ranger I, Lee 
Thomas Letman - Groundskeeper, Hickory Knob 
Steven Long - Ranger I, Rivers Bridge 
Charles Murray - Ranger I, Huntington Beach 
Richard Murray - Groundskeeper, Colleton 

PROMOTIONS AND TRANSFERS 

Richard Smith - Ranger I, Lee to Ranger II, Edisto 
Beach 

Lawrence Walters - Vehicle Operator II to Heavy 
Equipment Operator, Maintenance Crew 

TERMINATIONS 

Harry Gilmore - Ranger I, Barnwell 
Jerry Green - Ranger I, Rivers Bridge 
Charles Hatfield III - Ranger II, Edisto Beach 
Harold Hunter - Dining Room Supervisor, Hickory 

Knob 
Mary McComb - Canteen Operator, Hickory Knob 
Thomas Marshall - Ranger I, Edisto Beach 
Billy Joe Rampey - Ranger I, Table Rock 
Charles Sloan - Ranger II Huntington Beach 
Brenda Winter - Information Clerk, Charles Towne 

Landing 



AT YEAR'S END 

Trent 
the 
Tdiicf 

REASONS TO BE THANKFUL, ETC. 
As the time draws near for me to write my editorial 

for Park Lites, I begin to make mental notes about events 
or experiences that might be worthy of including. 
Sometimes I have one item that seems to say, "this 
should be the major thrust for your editorial!" This time I 
have several that I would like to share with you. 

The credit for two of the "items" goes to our younger 
daughter, Laurie, who is a senior at Irmo High School. 
Just a few days before Thanksgiving she and I were 
engaged in one of our daily "rap sessions," and she said, 
"you know! This year we sure have a lot to be thankful 
for!" That statement really struck home with me, for it 
was made by a youngster that had been seriously ill with 
"mono" for four weeks! 

In recent years my typing skills have occasionally been 
put to use when daughters Julie and Laurie have had 
reports to prepare. Last week I typed an article that 
Laurie planned to submit in a contest sponsored by 
Guideposts magazine. It told of some of Laurie's 
experiences during her many stays at Camp Gravatt, an 
Episcopal church camp in rural Aiken County. One 
touching account told of a very positive response from a 
group of campers in Laurie's cabin, where she was the 
counselor. These youngsters have been influenced in a 
very positive manner by Laurie's attitude and outgoing 
personality. 

Another "item" is the result of a conversation (via 
cassette) with Judy Ann Shepherd, the Michigan state 
representative for a national motorcycle organization 
that I founded earlier this year. A sentence in the middle 
of one of her recent cassettes stood out as if it had been 
printed in capital letters. She said..."even though I may 
not have control over the quantify of my days, I certainly 
do have control over the qualify of my days..." 

The last item concerns my mother, who passed away 
this summer after a lengthy illness. I can recall that 
through the years she told me that she never had to 
worry about me, and that I was always good to her. 

In summary, my thoughts at this holiday season are 
these. All of us have 50 very much to be thankful for; we 
really do! Each of us has the opportunity each day to 
influence so many people, some of whom we will never 
know (only meet in passing as we go about our day-to-
day existence). It therefore behooves us to set the best 
possible example for our family, friends and associates. 
Yes, and for those strangers who we may never meet, 
but who may see us in the performance of our daily 
duties! 

Continuing, we are at peace when we know that we 
have done our best to make the lives of those around us 
more pleasant and bearable. Finally, the concern for 
improving the qualify of each day of our lives will pay 
dividends undreamed of. 

Peace, joy and love are what I wish for you and yours at 
this holiday season. 

Dana L. Sawyer 
Editor 

The editor is a member of the Southeastern Outdoor Press Association 
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This photograph represents a wealth of experience in state park work! Retired state park directors 
pause in front of the lodge at Table Rock State Park, one of the scheduled stops during the fortieth 
anniversary of the Southeastern Association of State Park Directors. The meeting was held November 
9-11 at Hickory Knob State Resort Park. Standing, from left; William Johnson, Maryland; Joseph 
Kaylor, Georgia; Bob Jones, District Superintendent, South Carolina; E. R. Vreeland, South Carolina; 
Kermit McKeever, West Virginia; Thomas Morse, North Carolina; Thomas Ellis, North Carolina; 
Ben Bolen, Virginia. Kneeling, Horace Caldwell, Georgia. 


