
3. PJ(* 

j v j z / x  

dsO-p'Jt 

^ STATE PARKS NEWSLETTER 
••• mmmmm 

/• \ 
S O U T H  C A R O L I N A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  

Volume XII 
Number II 

P A R K S ,  R E C R E A T I O N  A N D  T O U R I S M  

FALL 
1982 



PARK LITES is the official publication of the Division of 
State Parks, Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism, 
Edgar A. Brown Building, 1205 Pendleton Street, Columbia, 
South Carolina 29201, Correspondence regarding this pub
lication should be mailed to the above address. Permission is 
granted to reprint any uncopyrighted portion of this publica
tion, Credit to the source will be appreciated. 

DANA L. SAWYER, Editor 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
FRED P. BRINKMAN 

ASSISTANT DIRECTORS 
J.W. LAWRENCE, for Operations 
ROBERT L. GUNTER, for Administration 

DIVISION OF STATE PARKS 
RAY M.SISK — State Parks Director 
KENNETH O. KOLB — Assistant State Parks Director 
LARRY DUNCAN — District I Superintendent 
VAN STICKLES — District II Superintendent 
HORACE CRAIG — District III Superintendent 
CHARLIE F. PARKMAN — District IV Superintendent 
JAMES B. WORK — Chief of Maintenance 
CHARLES HARRISON — Chief of Park Operations 
JOSEPH LAFERTE — Administrative Assistant 
EDMOND L. BROWN, JR. — Safety Coordinator 
DAN TURPIN — Programs Coordinator 
LEONARD JONES — Superintendent, Service and Supply Center 
J. PAUL ROSS — Manager, Service and Supply Center 
JAMES B. KING — Chief of Merchandising 
ANDREW GILLENS — Concessions Supervisor 
DONNIE CRIDER — Concessions Supervisor 
JOE F. WATSON — Chief Naturalist 
BARBARA LANG — Programs Assistant 
MIKE FOLEY — Chief Historian 
RAY SIGMON — Historic Researcher 
MARION EDMONDS — Historic Research Coordinator 
DANA L. SAWYER — Information and Education Officer 
VANDELL DAVIS — Assistant Chief of Maintenance 
JOANNE LEWIS — Staff Assistant 
LORINE W. DAVIS — Staff Assistant,Columbia Office 
VALERIE LEVER — Secretary, Columbia Office 
LINDA SLOOP — Secretary, Columbia Office 
SUSAN FOWLER — Office Manager, Service and Supply Center 
JACQUELINE JONES — Data Coordinator I, Service and Supply Center 
VALERIE ASHFORD — Secretary, Service and Supply Center 

ABOUT THE COVER 
This photograph of the Lodge 
at Table Rock State Park was 
made in the early forties. The 
organizational meeting of the 
Southeastern State Park Directors 
was held here in 1942, and it is fit
ting that the state park directors 
from the southeastern states will be 
eating lunch here as one of the 
planned stops while attending their 
fortieth annual meeting in South 
Carolina in November. 
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I would like to take this opportunity to 
congratulate all of you on the manner in which 
entrance fees were handled at the twelve 
additional parks that this system initiated on June 
1st. We have had very few complaints and, in fact, 
most of these have been good. From my 
observation, it has helped our parks operations, 
we have noted a decrease in vandalism and the 
crowd control has been much better. 

At the present time it appears that we are in for 
another budget cut, and all of our park personnel 
will be called on to give a "little extra" in order to 
comply with our share of the cut. I am sure, as in 
the past, all of you will rise to the occasion and we 
will be able to handle this as with other budget 
cuts in the past. 

Again, I would like to thank all of you for 
another successful summer's operation. 

We look forward to hosting this year's 
meeting of state park directors from the 
Southeastern region. The meeting, which will 
be the fortieth anniversary of the 
Southeastern Association of State Park 
Directors, will be held November 9-10-11 at 
Hickory Knob State Resort Park. 

/? t*y JK) 

Ray M. Sisk 
Director 

Division of State Parks 



STATE PARK ATTENDANCE — FY 1981-82 

CABIN TOTAL PARK 
PARK USERS CAMPERS PICNICKERS SWIMMERS VISITORS 
Aiken 3,511 61,164 6,905 101,700 
Andrew Jackson 2,825 27,490 

6,905 
120,172 

Baker Creek 17,834 81,026 5,240 272,400 
Barnwell 1,245 1,069 75,341 875 87,460 
Caesars Head 196,891 393,808 
Charles Towne Landing 227,103 
Cheraw 4,535 2,773 46,334 17,626 120,068 
Chester 6,463 35,520 138,524 
Colleton 4,567 12,349 41,452 
Croft 4,740 35,443 27,130 282,596 
Dreher Island 13,941 61,676 

27,130 
97,840 

Edisto Beach 17,662 51,849 235,325 113,667 397,240 
Givhans Ferry 3,245 4,730 58,885 

113,667 
68,980 

Goodale 18,613 11,152 78,280 
Greenwood 32,089 181,679 2,784 423,364 
Hamilton Branch 35,833 34,253 170.720 
Hampton Plantation 829 6,624 
Hickory Knob 30,359 9,011 514,100 
Hunting Island 24,768 102,983 445.314 1,395,252 
Huntington Beach 80,362 91,300 923,024 
Keowee-Toxaway 1,905 306 24,248 79,148 
Kings Mountain 28,206 116,225 6,503 273,808 
Landsford Canal 3,551 31,968 
Lee 8,331 20,223 3,591 73,448 
Little Pee Dee 6,168 62,649 3,930 142,864 
Lynches River 125 13,457 75,616 
Myrtle Beach 7,296 181,857 1,387,441 1,097,384 2,057,976 
Oconee 22,191 39,240 126,482 28,760 316,300 
Old Dorchester 170,638 173,888 
Paris Mountain 13,814 173,229 15,670 549,544 
Pleasant Ridge 1,975 2,925 19,160 869 106,940 
Poinsett 3,352 4,679 65,250 7,423 150,764 
Rivers Bridge 514 30,631 6,183 61,828 
Rose Hill 15,693 42,604 
Sadlers Creek 13,450 23,718 6,038 121,924 
Santee 35,850 48,490 105,339 7,300 1,437,719 
Sesquicentennial 21,148 143,653 12,730 332,780 
Table Rock 18,880 27,454 125,272 13,693 242,624 
Woods Bay 5,102 

13,693 
21,020 

TOTAL 173,263 771,287 4,331,393 1,395,453 12,153,470 



OPERATIONS SECTION 

The staff in the central office relies directly on the 
Park Superintendents to provide information that can be 
used in making decisions that effect both individual 
parks and the system. There is a growing need for 
accurate and timely information to be transmitted from 
the field operation to the central office. The central office 
has only one function and that is to support the field 
operations. Much of the work done in Columbia may 
never be visible on individual parks. The insurance must 
be paid, large numbers of records must be maintained 
and interpreted and we are constantly working to 
comply with regulations and other state and federal 
government requirements. 

Frequently we require that you make adjustments in 
your operations. It may be in the form of operating with 
reduced personnel, a new receipt, report or form. We in 
the central office do not like handling paper or forms 
anymore than you do, but we must have information on 
which to base decisions. 

Sometimes we make changes in receipts or reports to 
improve accountability or to comply with an auditor's 
request. Other changes may be made to simplify a 
recording system. 

The general direction that we are now pursuing in the 
area of reports will hopefully increase operational 
efficiency. This will be done by detailing the revenue 
generation down to specific operations such as each 
rented facility or specific retail sales area. 

The next step will be to detail expenditures to the 
same level. At this point we can tell how efficiently each 
operation functions. This increase in detailed reporting 
could have been done in the past, but until now there was 
no means to put the detailed information together or to 
interpret the results. 

Administrative Services has purchased equipment 
that has the ability to store and compile the detailed 
information. I believe that the staff here in the central 
office has the ability to interpret and use the information 
to improve our overall operations. 

So now we have a new capability and management 
tool but we also have two major obstacles to overcome. 
The first one is to change some of our reporting systems 
so that Administrative Services can pick up the 
information. In order to do this the report forms must be 
changed. The Operations Section is working with 
several superintendents to develop the necessary forms. 

The second obstacle is the implementation of a 
different reporting system. You will have to do your part 
and learn a new system. You may not see the direct 
results of your effort and time, but the new system will 
provide a great benefit to the Parks Division and in time 
you will benefit at your individual park. 

In these difficult times when we have to justify and fight 
for every dime to keep the system running, we have to do 
a better job than other agencies to justify our request 
because we are competing for that same dime. 

To be successful we have to use hard data, whether it 
is for projecting cost of operations and maintenance or 
revenue production. We cannot just pull figures out of 
the air, for if we are wrong, we will ail suffer the 
consequences. If we do our jobs correctly, we can retain 
our credibility with the persons that make funding 
decisions and expend the funds in the most effective 
areas. The results of the staff's efforts in this area cannot 
be any better than the input we get from you. We request 
that you do your best to adjust to the upcoming changes, 
and understand that we do not change for the sake of 
change, but hopefully to improve our overall operation. 

Charles Harrison 
Chief of Park Operations 

SOUTH CAROLINA'S STATE PARK 
SYSTEM INCLUDES... 

2514 campsites at 30 family campgrounds 
27 primitive camping areas 
6 group camps with a total capacity of 522 persons; 165 
buildings, 285 bedrooms within 190 different cabins and 
lodging accommodations 
7 restaurants and snack bars 
13 country stores and shops 
27 refreshment stands 
5,129 picnic tables at 75 different picnic areas 
19 community centers, 4 pavilions, 10 recreation 
buildings and 5 meeting rooms 
5 museums and 10 interpretive centers 
24 historic buildings, sites and monuments 
42 freshwater lakes and ponds 
4 ocean swimming beaches 
30 bathhouses and 25 swimming facilities 
5 swimming pools 
6 boat docks, 12 boat landings, 1 marina and 6 fishing 
piers 
38 nature trails, 11 hiking trails and 3 exercise trails 
3 boardwalk trails 
1 bicycle trail and one off-road motorcycle trail 
1 canoe and boat trail 
7 equestrian buildings, 4 show rings and 6 trails 
2 dog kennels 
33 playgrounds and 32 fields 
5 archery courses and 1 shooting range 
7 tennis courts 
one 18-hole championship golf course 
one 9-hole golf course 
10 carpet golf courses; one putting green 
TOTAL NUMBER OF BUILDINGS - 1,538 



SAFETY ALERT 

Your Back 

A Complex System 

Your back is the most injury-prone because it is a large 
and complex system. Your back alone is made up of the 
spine, 33 vertebrae and 24 disks. Of its 33 bones or 
vertebrae, 24 are separated and cushioned by disks. The 
spinal cord, /2 inch thick and 18 inches long, is a cable of 
nerves that control all activities below the neck level. 
There are 31 pairs of nerves that branch out from the 
spinal cord and send information to the brain and 
muscles, 400 muscles, producing movement and 1,000 
or more tendons, attaching muscles to the bone. 

Problems 

Strain and fatigue effect the spine, muscles, and joints. 
"Slipped" disks create pain in the lower back and legs. 
Fractured vertebrae or an injured spinal cord, cause 
immobility and pain. Infection, arthritis, and other 
diseases, or old injuries can weaken the back, increasing 
risks of further injuries. 

Causes and Preventatives 

Poor posture creates swayback. Keep the head up 
and the stomach pulled in. Lack of exercise creates weak 
abdominal and back muscles which cannot adequately 
support the spine. Get in shape with regular and 
moderate exercise, such as walking, running, swimming, 
etc. Begin slowly and make gradual increases in your 
exercise program as you become more physically fit. 
Excess weight stretches and weakens abdominal 
muscles, as well as pulling back muscles too far to the 
front. Along with an increase in exercise, improve the 
foods you eat. Eat less at meals, cut down on fats and 
sugar, and vary the foods you eat. Work positions can 
strain back muscles, especially if they are restrictive or 
prolonged positions. Failure to alleviate continuous 
strain on the back makes the back less able to withstand 
a strenuous motion. The continuous strain causes 
muscles to be tense, tired, and weak. This means more 
than discomfort! You are actually increasing the risk of 
injury to your back. Use these suggestions to relieve 
stress on the back: try to relieve the stress by changing 
positions as often as possible. Stop and stretch 
occasionally; if standing, shift your weight from one foot 
to the other; adjust working heights to avoid reaching 
and slumping; if you must work low, bend your knees to 
your level of work; when working on your back, lie with 
your knees bent to flatten the back and prevent 
swayback; lower yourself from elevated work sites with a 
ladder or with your hands. Do not jump. 

Proper Lifting and Moving 

Lifting 

Improper lifting causes fifty percent of all back injuries. 
Before you start a lifting procedure, clear your path of 
any hazards and get help if you have any doubts about 
handling the object alone. Some basic rules for lifting are: 
Be steady on your feet and stand close to the object that 
you are lifting. This knee bending helps keep your back 
straight and minimizes risk to injury. Firmly grip the 
object. You should already have checked to see that it 
does not have sharp edges and is not slippery from 
grease or water. You may want to wear gloves to protect 
against slivers, cuts, burns, and scratches. Check your 
grip to see that it is slip-proof. Take a deep breath as you 
straighten your legs. By inflating the lungs, you are giving 
your spine more support. To lift, straighten your legs 
slowly. Keep the object close to your body so that you 
are using the mechanical leverage of your body. When 
turning, be sure to turn with your feet instead of twisting 
your back. Lifting overhead restricts the weight of the 
load that you can handle because you cannot use your 
legs. For extra high lifts, use a platform or a sturdy 
ladder; a chair or box is not sturdy enough. Lifting 
awkward or heavy objects requires additional help — 
another worker, a forklift, wench, jack, etc. Or, do the 
lifting in progressions — one piece at a time. When 
carrying a load, always keep your vision clear. Do not 
change your grip unless the weight of the load is 
supported. Pushing and pulling, instead of lifting, can 
keep the strain off of your back. Slide the object or use a 
lift truck or a conveyor. As with lifting, get a firm grip on 
the object, keep your back as straight as possible, and 
steady your feet as you go. 

"Unlifting"(Putting the Object Down) 

Know where you are going to "unlift" the object before 
you begin. Once again, bend your knees so that you can 
keep your back straight. If the object is going on a table, 
put it down on the edge and push it to the center. The 
load should be securely placed so that it does not fall, tip 
over, roll away, or block a walkway. 

It is up to you to get help when you need it. Only you 
know of physical conditions which would make iifting 
and moving objects more dangerous to you. Such 
physical conditions would be deformities of the spine, 
arthritis, previous joint injuries, lung disease, heart 
disease, or high blood pressure. 

Protecting your back and being safe when handling an 
object is entirely up to YOU. 

(From the "Safety Pen", S.C. Occupational Safety 
Council) 

4 
Edmond L. Brown, Jr. 

Safety Coordinator 



DISTRICT NEWS 

District I 

As most of you know, Edisto Beach, Huntington 
Beach and Hunting Island joined Myrtle Beach State 
Park in the charging of parking fees this summer. The 
parking fee operations at all four parks have run 
remarkably well for their first season. I would like to 
commend and thank the individual park crews, the 
construction crew, the Service and Supply staff, the 
maintenance crew, and the Columbia staff for their part 
in setting up the buildings and operations. From what I've 
seen and heard, most park visitors have accepted the fee 
as being reasonable and justified. This tells me that the 
visitors really do appreciate their state parks and are 
willing to see that they remain open and in operation. 

Charles Towne Landing - Covered in an article 
elsewhere in this issue by Special Events Coordinator, 
Robert Badger. 
Colleton - Camping at Colleton continues to be 
steady with travelers coming off 1-95. The mobile home 
underpinning was painted and Kings Mountain 
perennials were planted around it. Annuals from the 
nursery brightened up the entrance this summer. 
Edisto Beach - A new park exit was constructed by 
the park crew and a six feet cyclone fence was installed 
between the park and the private beachfront area. The 
parking fee has improved the behavior of day users and 
the cleanliness of the picnic area. A windmill is being 
erected on the park by a Dutch Immigrant contracted by 
the Governor's Department of Energy. The windmill is 
an experiment and will generate electricity for park 
buildings. The campground has remained full all summer 
with many campers being turned away. 
Givhans Ferry - The four cabins at Givhans Ferry 
have more than doubled in occupancy when compared 
to the same period last year. This increase can be 
attributed to renovations and by a conscious effort by 
Glenn Farr and Mike Limehouse to rent the units. 
Camping is also well ahead of last year. Several large 
beds of flowering annuals from Kings Mountain were 
planted this spring. The flowers really made a showing 
and were the subject of many compliments this summer. 

Hampton Plantation - I would like to welcome new 
park superintendent, Robert Mitchell to Hampton. 
Robert comes from Hunting Island where he served well 
as a Ranger III for several years. Congratulations to Don 
and Chrissy Ferguson for their move to Keowee State 
Park. Many improvements were made at Hampton 
during their stay. Mansion visitation has been good and 
the sale of books by Archibald Rutledge in the mansion 
has been most successful. 
Hunting Island - The parking fee on the day use side 
of the Island has been most successful. Rains during 
May, June and July caused major problems when the 
new entrance roads and parking areas were flooded in 
several areas. The park crew was faced with the daily 
task of pumping water from these areas in addition to 
normal duties. Superintendent Marshall West and his 
crew have gone through a tough period and we all look 
forward to getting the areas built up and paved this 
winter. New modern park signs are presently being 
installed in the day use area as part of the Park's Master 
Plan. Trading Post sales are up. Welcome to new 
Ranger, Danny Mallard, Tommie Dopson and their 
families. 
Huntington Beach - The newly enlarged and 
renovated Trading Post has shown a tremendous 
increase in sales this season. The parking fee has gone 
extremely well. As a matter of fact, most every area of 
revenue has been up at Huntington giving the park its 
highest revenue year by far. Congratulations to Steve 
Mcintosh and family for Steve's promotion to Goodale. 
Myrtle Beach - Myrtle Beach, like Huntington Beach 
has had a very good revenue summer with tremendous 
crowds visiting the Grand Strand. Superintendent 
Bobby Turner says "We've turned away more campers 
this summer than any I can remember." Rentals of the 
new apartment have been good and compliments have 
been frequent. 
Old Dorchester - We are now the proud owners of 
two hundred and forty seven additional acres of land at 
'Old Fort.' (Name given park by local residents). The 
land was attained via a land swap with West Virginia 
Wood and Paper Company, and lies directly across the 
Ashley River from the existing park. The land borders on 
Scenic Highway 61 and has great potential for 
development. 
Rivers Bridge - Green water in a swimming pool is 
usually due to lack of chlorine allowing algae to grow. An 
unusual phenomonon occurred this summer at Rivers 
Bridge when we got green water while running a high 
residual of chlorine. Jerry Price, Jim Work and I met 
several times before coming up with a solution. It took 
the filter sand (at least 15 years old) being replaced and 
algaecides being added to clear the water. Ranger Jerry 
"Greene" denied having anything to do with the water's 
color! 

Larry W. Duncan 
District I Superintendent 



STEPPING OF THE MAST 

At last report, Charles Toiune Landing was 
anxiously awaiting the stepping of the new mast for the 
sailing vessel Adventure. On the morning of June 1,1982, 
the ceremony honoring those who helped in locating and 
installing the mast was held following the actual stepping 
of the mast aboard the vessel. 

The story of the mast began in the summer of 1979 
when the Landing was approached by a production 
company requesting the use of the Adventure for the 
filming of a Thanksgiving TV special. According to the 
script, the Adventure was slated to portray the 
Speedwell, the lesser known of the two original vessels 
involved in the Pilgrims' attempts to settle in the New 
World. The better known ship, the Mayflower, was 
portrayed by the Dove, homeported in St. Mary's City 
Maryland. 

Historically, the Speedwell proved to be unseaworthy 
and was forced to turn back. In turn all of its passengers 
were loaded onto the already overcrowded Mayflower. 
The long delay in getting the voyage underway resulted 
in an eventual landing at Cape Cod far north of the 
original destination on the Hudson River in November 
1620. 

In the course of filming the storm sequence in which 
the Speedwell was badly tossed, the artificial means of 
rocking the vessel caused the main mast of the 
Adventure to be cracked. In the following three years, 
repeated efforts have been made to settle insurance 
claims and proceed with the much needed repair of the 
vessel. All efforts seemed to be in vain. The Adventure 
more closely resembling a "broken lady" remained 
unceremoniously moored at her berth in Old Town 
Creek at Charles Towne Landing. 

In September of 1981 efforts were begun anew to 
restore the vessel. Spearheaded by John McCrady, 
Chairman of the Charles Towne Landing Advisory 
Committee and a member of the Board of Directors of 
the Charles Towne Landing Foundation, every avenue 
was explored. Finally there was action! 

Working with representatives of Westvaco 
Corporation, the search for a suitable tree to serve as the 
mast was launched. Continually checking specifications, 
making on-sight inspections, countless telephone calls 
and meetings started to pay off. Westvaco personnel 
located the prospective mast on company lands in the 
Waccamaw District south of Kingstree. The final 
selection was made in conjunction with volunteers from 
the Charleston Naval Shipyard who had offered to help 
shape the mast. 

Once selected and cut, the tree was transported to the 
Naval Shipyard for the difficult but expertly executed 
task of shaping - a process requiring about two weeks 
and carried out by volunteer labor. The mast, then ready 
for installation, arrived at the Landing in early May of this 
year and was delivered to the site of the Adventure. 
Again through the kindness of volunteerism, Charleston 
Steel Erectors supplied a crane for the stepping (lifting 
and placing of the mast) into the vessel. 

The long process of restoring the Adventure is 
continuing largely through the efforts of Admiral Arthur 
Wilcox, USN Ret. and former Landing employee Joe 
Vonnegut, who have researched the tedious process of 
rigging the ship. In a time when it seems like "every man 
for himself" is the rule of the day, community efforts of 
this magnitude serve to renew one's belief in the Golden 
Rule and the basic inherent kindness of man for his 
fellows. 

Robert M. Badger 
Public Information Specialist II 



SOMETHING NEW 

New entrance sign at relocated entrance road. 

Work continues on the many projects outlined in this 
park's masterplan. New-directional signs are being 
placed throughout the park and a bright new entrance 
sign graces the relocated entrance road. Snowfences 
were placed on the beach last spring to keep drifting sand 
on the beach and to keep it from encroaching on the 
camping area and other use areas. From all appearances 
the fences are working as planned. The masterplan also 
called for a controlled burn and a thinning of the pines in 
the wooded areas of the park. This island is our only park 
with a natural slash pine habitat and it was felt that a 
thinning operation would improve both the health of the 
trees and the game habitat. So far, the loggers are doing a 
good job of removing the timber and leaving the standing 
trees undamaged. We plan to leave the loading decks for 
use as wildlife clearings. 

With all the changes at Hunting Island it is good to 
know that some things never change - Ranger Arthur 
Brown with his ever present smile and cigar, for example. 

Joe F. Watson 
Chief Naturalist 

One of the directional signs. Loading logs in the timber management area. 

Slash pine habitat after thinning operation. (Note: Stumps in Ranger Arthur Brown, still smiling after 29 years! 
foreground). 



DISTRICT NEWS (Continued) 

istrict II 

Where did the summer season go? This is a typical 
question heard around state parks in August. It has been 
said that time flies when you're busy. Constant rains 
have kept mowers on the run. These same rains have 
kept park visitors on the run as well, all the way home. 
Park use is directly related to the weather. 

I appreciate the hard work and good attitude most of 
you bave put forth this summer. 

At Aiken, swimmers have decreased in number this 
season. Supt. Nesbit reports that the park visitors have 
been extremely pleasant with few problems. 

Earlier this summer, while Supt. Creech at Barnwell 
was working at the shop, he saw two ambulances coming 
into the park. In a panic he followed them to the 
campground. Two camping families from Washington 
State had contacted food poisoning. All members but 
one were hospitalized in serious condition and 
fortunately later recovered. This proves the familiar 
statement, you never know what will happen next in park 
work! 

Although some repairs were made this past spring in 
the Chcraw group camps, many more have been 
proposed and are needed. Supt. Adair and crew have 
been busy with grass cutting and general maintenance. 

Every month or so I try to play golf somewhere. 
Naturally a green fee is paid before playing. One thing 
that always makes me proud is that the greens at 
Goodale are usually as good or better than those 1 pay 
to play on. As you know Goodale's 9-hole course is free 
and Supt. Priester and crew keep it in fine shape. Best 
wishes to Danny Mallard on his promotion to Hunting 
Island and welcome to Steve Mcintosh from Huntington 
Beach. 

It's good to have Supt. Alewine back in action at Lee. 
His complete recovery will take some time but he 
continues to improve. The new archery range is getting 
daily use by many local visitors. 

Supt. Looper at Little Pee Dee has become a good 
self-taught welder. He has purchased an Arc Welder and 
Torch Set which have been used to repair and improve 
many park items. Rains have literally flooded all areas 
adjacent to the park. 

The Lynches River pool has operated smoothly this 
summer. Use has remained good in spite of bad weather. 
The typical user comes from up to 20-25 miles from the 
park. It really is a nice facility. 

Although the editor reported earlier about 
Poinsett's Open House, I'd like to give credit to the 
one who came up with the idea, Andy Davis, Thanks for 
your interest! The heavy maintenance crew recently did 
an excellent job in rewiring the electric service to all 
cabins. 

Work continues on the Redcliffe renovations. A 
unique heating system is being installed that will heat all 
three floors with wood: More on that later. Supt. Cobb 
continues to keep the grounds in top shape. 

Plans are underway for the "Great Santee Fish Fry", 
October 9th. Cabin reroofing will soon begin again along 
with many other projects. The retaining walls at the 
pavilion and tackle shop will be repaired to prevent 
erosion. The heavy maintenance crew reworked roads 
and sites earlier this summer. 

The water level at Woods Bay has been very high 
this summer. As a result, activity in the Bay, including 
fishing, canoeing, and hiking has been slow. 

Van Stickles 
District II Superintendent 



Caesars Head - Since the last issue of Park Lites, Bill 
Bullard resigned as park superintendent of Caesars 
Head. Eugene, "Pete" Davis was promoted from Ranger 
III, Croft State Park to Supt. of Caesars Head. Also, 
Stephen Berry came from Kings Mountain to replace 
Anthony Lampros as Ranger II. I would like to make 
them welcome and wish them both much success in their 
new positions. During the month of July "Pete" and I 
were involved in a mountain rescue at Raven Cliff Falls. 
The rescue left the both of us totally exhausted and 
hurting for days. Business at the store has been good as 
was the attendance at most of the special programs. Bids 
have been received for a new parking area that is to serve 
both the Jones Gap and Raven Cliff Falls Trails. 
Croft - The city of Spartanburg held a swim meet at 
Croft in July which was highly successful. The pool is still 
the highlight at Croft but family reunions and the 
equestrian facility still show quite a bit of activity. A new 
bicycle motocross track has been built jointly by an 
interested group in Spartanburg and Henry Rush. The 
plan was drawn by Bill McMeekin and others of the 
Planning Department. 
Keowee - John Rhodes resigned his position as park 
superintendent to accept a job with Duke Power 
Company. Donald Ferguson was transferred from 
Hampton Plantation to Keowee. I think Don will do PRT 
a great job at Keowee and I wish him much success. The 
24-site campground (10 regular hook-ups and 14 tent 
sites) should be ready later this fall. 
Oconee - Attendance and revenue seemed to hold 
their own this season despite rain and the new parking 
fee station. The fee station has been landscaped and 
looks as though it has been there for sometime. A shed 
has been built (recommended by Bonnie Blakley, a 
summer employee) over the ice machine to eliminate 
some of the sun in order that the machine might produce 
more ice. The campground seems to be attracting more 
"River Rat" campers that spend a nite at Oconee either 
before or after floating down the Chattooga River. 

Paris Mountain - Paris Mountain also received a 
parking fee station and I don't believe Supt. Miller will 
even be satisfied with the landscaping. At least thats 
what I told him since he has continuously made 
improvements there all summer. Although this has been 
a busy season at Paris Mountain some painting as well as 
some erosion work have been completed. 
Pleasant Ridge - This park was one of the few that 
closed their swimming area operation on Mondays. This 
enabled us to eliminate a position and to my knowledge 
we received only a few complaints. Personnel from 
Pleasant Ridge and Caesars Head have been doing some 
much needed erosion control work at Wildcat Wayside. 
Rose Hill - Lightning hit several large hickory trees 
this summer near the carriage house and had to be taken 
down. Some cross ties have been placed in an area near 
the house to encourage visitors to park in the spaces 
provided rather than anywhere they pleased. The rose 
garden and pruning operation have also kept the crew 
busy. 
Sadlers Creek - The campground visitation seems 
to be up this season as more campers find Sadlers Creek 
to be well kept and most pleasing. A new solar hot water 
heating system was installed in the superintendent's 
residence by Chevis Wald and Charles Hatfield of the 
maintenance crew and seems to be doing an adequate 
job. The superintendent's residence has been repainted 
along with some other projects on the park. 
Table Rock - Landscaping of the fee station and 
regular park maintenance have kept the crew busy this 
summer. The day use activities at Table Rock are usually 
centered around the swimming area and the nature 
trails. There seems to be a fewer number of hikers lost on 
the trails since they were reworked last year. Quite a few 
accidents are still occuring on the sliding rock located on 
the trail and is going to require some type of deterrent. 
The lodge is still busy and turning out quite a bit of good 
food for customers for miles around. 

Horace Craig 
District III Superintendent 



DISTRICT NEWS (Continued) 

District IV 

The summer of '82 arrived with visitors, to selected 
parks, being greeted by a gate attendant who collected a 
parking fee. Dreher Island and Myrtle Beach State Parks 
have had a parking fee for several years. Additional parks 
in District 4 to charge a parking fee were 
Sesquicentennial, Greenwood, and Kings Mountain 
State Parks. In addition to generating revenue, this fee 
was an asset in that patrons who sought to vandalize and 
cause other problems apparently chose to go elsewhere. 

Besides the personnel of the above parks, many 
thanks to Leonard Jones and his staff, J.R. Altman and 
his-crew, Henry Rush, and office personnel for their 
assistance in initiating the parking fee. It was a great 
display of team work. 

While everyone has been busy maintaining their 
parks, some areas have had special projects and 
highlights. 

Andrew Jackson • Dedication of the meeting 
building was made in July. Those in attendance enjoyed a 
nice afternoon at the park. 
Dreher Island - Additional campsites and picnic 
areas were opened for public use the first of June, as well 
as a fifty-slip marina. The staff here has also been busy 
landscaping the new facilities. 
Greenwood - In addition to operating a fee station, 
the staff here has also been doing some landscaping. 
Areas completed include the bathhouse, shelter #1, 
parking areas, and the entrance. A much needed parking 
lot at one of the boat ramps was constructed with the 
assistance of Greenwood County. 
Hickory Knob - Re-sprigging of the greens is 
complete and our new greens superintendent Bob 
Johnson, is doing a super job of keeping the course in 
good shape. The new motel rooms are in great demand 
and are staying full. Because of the increase in park use, 
the restaurant business has improved to the point that an 
addition to the dining room is being constructed by 
members of the maintenance staff and the personnel at 
Hickory Knob. The park will be the host for the 
Southeastern and Northeastern State Park Director's 
meeting in November. We are looking forward to this 
event. 

Kings Mountain - With the nursery located at this 
park, the staff here are always landscaping. Their most 
recent project was the new entrance road and fee 
station, which is very attractive. Events such as crafts 
weekends, music, etc. have increased attendance at the 
Living Farm this year. 
Landsford Canal - The completion of picnic 
facilities consisting of a restroom, shelter, and tables has 
increased use at this park. A meeting building was also 
completed for public use. This building is of log 
construction and consists of two rooms available for 
rent. An antique car club was the first to use the building, 
arriving in re-conditioned cars of yesteryear. 
Sesquicentennial - The new entrance station was 
landscaped by the park staff and re-surfacing of the area 
was completed by a contractor. The interpretive building 
housing the "Best Friend" train is open during the 
weekends and attracting visitors who are interested in 
the history of the railroad industry. The programs staff 
did an excellent job with the displays. 

C.F. Parkman 
District IV Superintendent 

The summer season has come to an end. We hope 
that it has been a good one for all of you. It has been busy 
here at Service and Supply. 

As most of you probably know, Tommy Putnam has 
resigned due to medical reasons. We wish him the best in 
whatever field he decides to enter. Paul Ross has been 
promoted to fill this position, and we wish him well in this 
new undertaking. 

We have had two new additions to the park family. 
Our secretary, Valerie Ashford, has become the proud 
mother of a boy, Ronald Terrell, who weighed in at 8 lbs. 
5 oz., 22" long. Leonard and Doris Jones have once again 
b e c o m e  g r a n d p a r e n t s .  T h e y  n o w  h a v e  3  
granddaughters, the third being Leah Ann Maldaner who 
weighed 8 lbs. 3% oz. at birth on June 12. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank each of 
you for helping us through this busy summer season and 
to invite you to drop by to see us any time you are in the 
Columbia area. 

10 
Susan Fowler 

Office Manager 



STATE PARK LAND TRADE 

A land trade involving 490 acres at two state parks has 
been made by the Westvaco Corporation and the S.C. 
Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism (PRT). 

Under the agreement, Westvaco received 247 acres of 
wooded property at Givhans Ferry State Park, which is 
in Colleton County near Summerville. The land is on the 
county line near the Edisto River. 

In return, the timber company gave PRT 243 acres 
adjacent to Old Dorchester State Park in Dorchester 
County. The property stretches between S.C. 61 and the 
Ashley River. 

The City of Charleston was also involved in the 
transaction. 

"This is an arrangement that will be beneficial to 
everyone concerned, and in particular the people of 
South Carolina who use our parks," said State Parks 
Director Ray Sisk. "It's a very good example of corporate 
interests and state and municipal governments working 
together." 

Mike Foley, a PRT official who worked on the land 
swap, said the additional land was needed at Old 
Dorchester State Park for a variety of reasons. The 
historic park needed a buffer strip to protect the 
riverfront area against residential development and to 
provide for the growing recreational needs of the 
residents of Charleston, which is about 20 miles from the 
park. The acquisition will also provide an access route 
from S.C. 61, a road well traveled by tourists because it 
leads to Middleton Place and Magnolia Gardens. 

The land transferred to Westvaco at Givhans Ferry 
was of little recreational value, Foley said, because 
excavations from highway construction several years 
ago had made the area unusable for recreation. PRT 
retained a buffer strip along the Edisto River for the park, 
which still contains 988 acres. 

"William D. Baughman, who is manager of the 
Southern Woodlands Division of Westvaco, was 
instrumental in convincing Westvaco management that 
this was in the best interest of all concerned," said Foley. 
"Besides being associated with the corporation, which 
has been very cooperative throughout the negotiations, 
Mr. Baughman himself is a resident of Summerville and 
he realizes what this addition to Old Dorchester can 
mean to area residents. 

"Westvaco, which donated the land for the park years 
ago, has been unusually perceptive about the 
recreational needs of South Carolinians." 

The City of Charleston also contributed to the swap 
by giving its consent to the transaction. Land along the 
Ashley River up to Givhans Ferry had been purchased 
by the municipal government to ensure drinking water 
for Charleston residents. Charleston had donated the 
land for Givhans Ferry State Park in 1934 with the 
provision that the land revert to the city if it was not used 
as a public park or preserve. Charleston's Commission 
of Public Works, with the backing of Mayor Joseph Riley, 
recently gave its approval to the land trade. 

Old Dorchester is on the National Register of Historic 
Places and is considered historic because it was once the 
site of the colonial town of Dorchester, settled in 1696. A 
brick tower marks the spot where a church, begun in 
1719, once stood. 

WORTH REMEMBERING 

Jane E. Murray, a student at the College of Charleston 
and a Naturalist this past summer at Hunting Island, had 
this to say about her experience: "My most important 
task, as I have seen it, has been trying to show people a 
little of the respect I feel for all life on this planet. If I can 
instill just a grain of that feeling in those who talk with me, 
I feel that my job has been worthwhile. I think that I have 
made substantial progress this summer in that respect, 
particularly with some of the children. I tried to show 
them that all creatures have a purpose, and that when we 
needlessly destroy some creature, the balance of nature 
is disturbed." 

ANSWERS TO HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS 
QUIZ 

1. Hampton Plantation; George Washington 

2. Old Dorchester, Keowee-Toxaway, Table Rock 
(this building was not a consecrated church, but part of a 
now-defunct amusement park near Travelers Rest.) 

3. E; Redcliffe, Rose Hill, Hampton Plantation, 
Atalaya, the Richard's House (Oconee Station), the 
Lockkeeper's House (Landsford Canal), the Lighthouse 
Keeper's House (Hunting Island), two log cabins at Kings 
Mountain's "Living Farm," two log cabins at McCalla 
(one a century farm), the Guillibeau House (starting in 
1983 at Hickory Knob). 

4. Atalaya (at Huntington Beach). 

5. B; Redcliffe (James Henry Hammond) and Rose 
Hill (William Henry Gist). 

6. District I 

7. The Hunting Island Lighthouse 

8. Old Dorchester, Charles Towne Landing, Long 
Bluff. 

9. Rivers Bridge 

10. Lloyd King (Central Maintenance); he's been with 
the system since May 22, 1944! 



AROUND THE SYSTEM 

South Carolina state parks have shown a slight 
increase in revenue but a slight decrease in overall 
attendance through the first seven months of 1982. An 
unusual amount of rain early in the summer contributed 
to a drop in attendance at that time. However, statistics 
show that attendance has increased in July and early 
August. 

Public response to the vehicle parking fee now being 
charged at 13 state parks has been favorable. Previously 
in effect at Myrtle Beach and Dreher Island, a parking fee 
was added this summer at Huntington Beach, Edisto 
Beach, Hunting Island, Santee, Poinsett, 
Sesquicentennial, Greenwood, Kings Mountain, Table 
Rock and Oconee State Parks. 

In the Piedmont, Table Rock State Park 
Superintendent Mike Hendrix reports that the cabins 
have been full all summer, and that the campground has 
been full on weekends and about half-full during the 
week. Swimming attendance has been excellent, and the 
restaurant has been doing a good business all summer. 
Bob Cothran, superintendent at Oconee State Park, 
says that the park cabins are booked on weekends until 
December, but that vacancies exist during the weekdays 
of the fall season. The cabins stayed full all summer, as 
did the 140-site campground on weekends. The 
restaurant, now leased under new management, has 
been doing very well, and is a better operation than the 
park has had in a long time, according to Cothran. 

Meanwhile, Santee State Park Superintendent Mike 
Davidson reports that the midlands of South Carolina is 
alive and well. The thirty rondette cabins at the park have 
been full all summer, and all weekends are booked 
through September and October. The 150 campsites 
were full on weekends earlier in the summer, but vacant 
sites may now be found as the summer season winds 
down. There has been some decrease in day use at the 
park, partially attributed to the parking fee now being 
charged. System-wide, positive effects of the parking fee 
include an increase in the number of family units and a 
decrease in vandalism, disorderly conduct and other 
problems. 

Winners at the Lake Hartwell Bass Classic, held earlier this year at 
Sadlers Creek State Park. 

A portion of the trail work completed recently on the Carrick Creek 
nature trail at Table Rock State Park. 

Coastal state parks have experienced similar effects 
upon both attendance and revenue. Hunting Island 
Superintendent Marshall West says that the park's 
fourteen cabins are booked until November 1. The 200-
site campground has remained nearly full all summer, 
and the cabins, among the most popular in the system, 
were solidly booked for the 1982 summer season soon 
after reservations were accepted last November. Kurt 
Becht, Superintendent at Edisto Beach State Park, 
reports a slight decrease in day use, but an increase in 
camping from the 1981 season. The park's five cabins 
have been full all summer. 

Many people prefer to visit state parks in the fall, when 
crowds are smaller and the cooler temperatures are 
more conducive to outdoor activities. Although 
organized recreation and nature programs are generally 
not conducted during this time of year, many people 
prefer to provide their own amusement or entertainment 
while relaxing in the quiet surroundings. Nature lovers in 
particular flock to observe wildlife and the endless 
variety of native plants at South Carolina state parks in 
all areas of the state. Special events at many parks are 
conducted during the fall, including Atalaya Arts and 
Crafts Festival and the Kings Mountain Pioneer Days 
and Muzzleloaders Conclave. 

People visiting state parks in the "off season" do not 
sightsee at the frantic pace of those vacationing during 
the summer months. They tend to slow down, take their 
time and savor each moment for its full value. Park 
facilities are less crowded, and both camping and cabin 
accommodations are available to suit family schedules. 



Parking fee stations like this one at the entrance to Sesquicentennial 
State Park greeted visitors this summer at thirteen state parks. 

The restaurant addition at Hickory Knob State Resort Park, which will 
be completed in the near future. 

The new community recreation building at Landsford Canal State 
Park has two separate meeting rooms with a "dog trot" in between. 
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Construction on pro shop at Hickory Knob State Resort Park. 



ALTERNATE ENERGY SOURCES 

South Carolina state parks have been serving as an 
unusual proving ground for alternate energy sources and 
conservation measures. 

Observant visitors to several of the state's 41 parks will 
spot signs of an energy conservation policy adopted by 
the S.C. Parks, Recreation and Tourism (PRT) 
Commission. At Keowee-Toxaway State Park, a 
comfort station was built into the side of a mountain to 
take advantage of the earth's natural insulation. At 
Edisto Beach State Park, a windmill has been installed 
that will use ocean breezes to generate electricity for one 
of the buildings, in a joint project with the Governor's 
Office of Energy Resources. 

Other energy conservation measures and 
experiments with alternate energy are not visible, but 
can be found scattered throughout the park system. 
Funding for some of the projects came from the 
Governor's office. 

"This is a tangible way that PRT, often working with 
other state agencies, can cut costs and improve the 
energy situation," said PRT Executive Director Fred P. 
Brinkman. "These projects are a clear sign that PRT is 
not only committed to conserving energy whenever 
possible, but is also interested in exploring new sources 
of energy." 

PRT received the Governor's Energy Achievement 
Award this spring in recognition of its work in energy 
conservation and the use of alternative energy sources. 
The agency has also worked with the Governor's Office 
of Energy Resources to develop a model energy 
management plan. The final plan, along with plans from 
the Comptroller's Office and Clemson University, 
became the basis for the state's official energy guidelines 
now used by all state agencies. 

Dr. William K. Marsh of PRT's Administrative 
Services Division said the PRT Commission's stance on 
the energy issue has produced a number of projects. 
Besides the Keowee-Toxaway comfort station and the 
Edisto Beach windmill, the pro shop under construction 
at Hickory Knob State Park will utilize passive solar 
energy when completed. At historic Redcliffe Plantation, 
a state park, a system of underground pipes cools the 
mansion in the summer and draws warm air from a 
nearby wood-burning furnace to heat the building during 
the winter. 

Marsh said solar hot water heaters have been installed 
in four public comfort stations and wood-burning stoves 
have also been installed in several rangers' residences. 
Some state parks have surface water heat pumps and at 
Dreher Island State Park in Newberry County, air-
conditioning costs will be reduced next summer with a 
system that utilizes cool water from Lake Murray. 

At Sesquicentennial State Park near Columbia, Marsh 
said a six-month study involving alcohol fuel usage in 
most of the park's equipment has just been completed. 
PRT is currently preparing a manual for public 
distribution detailing conversion of gasoline engines so 
they can use the alcohol fuel. 

In addition to the projects dealing with energy 
conservation and alternate resources, PRT has also 
worked with the city of Myrtle Beach and the Myrtle 
Beach Area Chamber of Commerce in writing a Myrtle 
Beach oil spill contingency plan. The plan is aimed at 
lessening the economic and environmental impact of a 
spill from off-shore drilling. 

WOOD HEATERS 

In this hot humid weather it is difficult to give much 
thought to fire wood. But, like it or not, it will soon be 
time to dust off the old heater or open the fireplace 
damper and take the chill off the homestead. 

For years we have heard that it is best to use seasoned 
hardwood in the fireplace as it will provide a slow, even 
fire, a good bed of coals and very little soot accumulation 
in the chimney. When people started switching from 
fireplaces to heaters they assumed that the axiom 
relating to seasoned hardwood was still valid. Recent 
studies by Auburn University have shown that seasoned 
hardwood may not be the best fuel for wood stoves. This 
is due to the build up of creosote which is a common 
problem for wood burners. 

Creosote is a sticky, tar like substance that collects in 
the chimneys and flues of wood burning stoves and is 
created by incomplete combustion. Modern "airtight" 
stoves create slow burning fire that allows combustible 
materials to escape out the flue and when they contact 
the cool surface of the flue and chimney they condense 
and stick. In the worse cases creosote will actually block 
off a flue and in any case it can be a fire hazard. Creosote 
burns with an intense heat which can damage a chimney 
and has the potential for starting house fires. 

Before you crank up the stove this fall be sure to check 
the chimney, the stove pipe, and the stove for creosote 
buildup. Any noticeable buildup should be removed 
before you start using the heater. 

Getting back to the firewood, tests conducted at the 
University of Wisconsin, Auburn University, and the 
Georgia Forestry Commission show that green pine 
creates less creosote than does seasoned hardwood. 
The four types of wood tested ranked: green pine best, 
then green hardwood, then seasoned hardwood, and 
worst of all, beetle killed pine. 

All of the above does not mean that you should use just 
green pine but with a modern wood heater you have the 
flexibility to utilize whatever is available to you. 

Joe Frank Watson 
Chief Naturalist 



PROGRAMS SECTION 

SUMMER PAST 

If only one word could be used to describe the 
summer season of 1982, it would be "rainy." It seemed 
that the proverbial scattered showers hit all of our parks 
everyday for nearly two months! 

While the wet weather did not have an extremely 
adverse affect on overall park use, it did play havoc with a 
number of our planned activities. 

The Caesars Hear Craft show experienced the worst 
weather of any program in years. Rain or the threat of 
rain was present for all but about the last three hours of 
the event. It was so foggy that there were times when the 
store was not visible from the parking area! Considering 
the circumstances, the crowd was pretty large. 

This rainy weekend set the trend for the summer at 
Caesars Head. Several concerts featuring country, 
bluegrass, and folk music were all hampered by the 
weather. 

Not until the weekend of August 14th did Mother 
Nature smile. The third Scottish Fling took place and, in 
Superintendent Pete Davis' words, "the place was 
packed." 

Ray Sigmon continues to broaden the program 
services at the Living Farm at Kings Mountain State 
Park. The year he recruited a member of the Schiele 
Museum's living history group to serve as the summer 
programs leader. A number of new ideas were included 
in the summer program schedule as well as two more of 
the Homestead Weekends that proved as popular as last 
year. (The Schiele Museum is a highly successful 
municipal museum in Gastonia, North Carolina. Ed.) 

Best Seller at Hampton Plantation 

Marion Edmonds has put together a Visitors Guide for 
Hampton Plantation. To test the demand for the booklet 
he put together only a couple of dozen copies. Sales were 
brisk, so plans are underway to revise it and print it 
commercially. 

Archibald Rutledge's Home by the River also proved 
to be popular, so more of his publications may be made 
available in the near future. 

Schedule of Upcoming Events 

October 9 - Great Santee Fish Fry, Santee State Park 
October 23 & 24 -Fall Clogging Festival, Oconee State 

Park 

October 23 & 24 -Fall Color Walks, Caesars Head, 
Table Rock and Oconee state parks 

November 13 & 14 -Holiday Creations, Hickory Knob 
State Resort Park 

December 11 - Christmas Tree Lighting, Charles 
Towne Landing 

December 19 - Christmas Open House, Rose Hill 

GOOD LUCK! 

Phil Heydt has resigned as State Parks Recreator 
effective September 20. Phil has been the driving force in 
a number of successful projects and programs. Good 
luck to him as he pursues his new career in the computer 
field. 

"Fall Color Walks" in October, held at Caesars Head, Oconee and 
Table Rock State Parks, provide visits to some of the most scenic 
locations in the South Carolina Piedmont. 

Dan Turpin 
Programs Coordinator 



QUALITY WORK ENDURES 

Lodge - Table Rock 

The Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) Camps that 
developed many of our early state parks left a legacy of 
handcrafted facilities. Many of these structures still grace 
our parks and frequently they are not seen by the casual 
visitor. The next time that you are near one of these 
facilities, take the time to notice the interesting design 
and study the construction details. The facilities shown 
here were photographed at Oconee and Table Rock 
State Parks. The photo on the back cover shows 
Shelter #1 at Oconee. 

Joe Frank Watson 
Chief Naturalist 

(Photos by Watson) 

Water works building - Table Rock 

Nature trail parking area • Oconee 

Picnic area entrance - Oconee 



HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS • NUMBER 8 

MAKE A GUESS! 

How much do you know about the system? Test 
yourself with these little brain teasers that relate to the 
historic sites of South Carolina state parks. Can you 
think of any other interesting state park trivia? If so, send 
it to me at the Central Office. 

Marion Edmonds 
Historic Research Coordinator 

1. Only one historic site has been visited by a United 
States president; which site and which president? 

2. Three state parks have church buildings on their 
property; which ones? 

3. How many historic homes are there in the state 
park system? A - 4; B - 6; C - 8; D - 10; E - over 10 

4. One historic house served as offices for the Army 
Air Corps during World War II; which one? 

5. We manage the homes of how many former 
governors? A - 1; B - 2; C - 4; D - 5 

6. Which district has the most state park historic 
sites? 

7. What is the tallest building on a state park? 

8. Three state parks are the sites of former towns; 
name them. 

9. Only one state park was the site of the Civil War 
battle; which one? 

10. Who is the most "historic" employee? 

Answers on page 11. 
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THE SOUTH CAROLINA PIEDMONT 

(Fourth in a series of five articles on the Natural History 
of South Carolina.) 

1 he Piedmont Physiographic Province lies in a 
southwest to northwest oriented band, extending 
northward and westward from the fall line. The name, 
Piedmont, comes from the Italian "Piemonte" which 
means "foot of the mountain," and the Piedmont 
includes all the land in South Carolina from the "feet" of 
the Blue Ridge eastward to the Sandhills. Encompassing 
approximately 33% of the land mass of the state, the 
Piedmont is characterized by a gently rolling topography 
with elevations ranging from over 1000 feet along the 
Blue Ridge Escarpment to approximately 300 feet at the 
fall line. 

The Piedmont has a belted geological substructure 
with the belts running in a more-or-less parallel bands 
from the Carolina Slate Belt along the fall line, across the 
Charlotte Belt and the Kings Mountain Belt to the Inner 
Piedmont Belt. Areas of granite may be found 
interspersed throughout these belts. Rocks of the 
Carolina Slate Belt have undergone the least amount of 
metamorphism of any of the Piedmont rocks. These 
original volcanic, sandstone and mudstone rocks are 
found today as slates and related types. The Charlotte 
Belt has undergone considerable folding, resulting in the 
present deposits of medium grade metamorphic rocks 

such as gneisses and schists. A relatively narrow belt, the 
Kings Mountain Belt, separates the Charlotte Belt from 
the Inner Piedmont Belt. Rocks in this belt are lower 
grade metamorphic rocks than those of adjacent belts 
and include some schists and marbles. The Inner 
Piedmont Belt is characterized by high grade 
metamorphic rocks such as granite gneisses, mica 
schists and amphibolite. The central core of the Inner 
Piedmont Belt is where regional metamorphism in the 
Southern Appalachians reached its climax, and the Inner 
Piedmont Geologic Belt forms the substructure of the 
eastern edge of the Blue Ridge Physiographic Province. 
Rocks of the Piedmont provide valuable mineral 
resources including clay, gravel, shale, granite and 
vermiculite. 

Soils in the Piedmont generally have clayey or loamy 
surface layers over clay subsoils. Because of tremendous 
agricultural pressures these soils have undergone 
moderate to severe erosion. Most of the Piedmont is 
presently covered in forests or croplands. Average 
annual rainfall ranges from 45 to 60 inches. Because of 
the varied topography, underlying bedrock, clayey soils 
and moderately high rainfall, the Piedmont experiences 
considerable runoff and ground water is highly variable. 
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NATURALIST'S NOTEBOOK - NUMBER 8 

In the past, areas of the Piedmont were our most fertile 
and productive farmlands as is evidenced by the high 
degree of agricultural activity over the past 150 years. 
Historically, the fall line, which created the inland most 
point of navigation by river from the coast, served as a 
barrier to settlement of the upcountry. Early naturalists 
in the region describe spectacular forests covering these 
gently rolling hills. Once these areas were opened for 
settlement, exploitation was rapid. It has been estimated 
that less than five percent of all Piedmont forests remain 
uncut. In a century and a half of poor management, 
overcropping and erosion, these fertile lands have been 
reduced largely to eroded ridges of relatively poor soils. 

Piedmont forests belong to the Oak-Hickory Forest 
Association, characterized by forests dominated by 
mixed oak and hickory species. These original forests 
are evidenced by the few scattered near-virgin and old 
age stands of hardwoods. A great variation in forest 
composition may be seen in the region, largely being 
determined by available water and soil conditions. Lands 
not currently under cultivation typically show various 
degrees of succession, beginning with young stands of 
pine, moving toward pine-mixed hardwoods 
communities and culminating with oak-hickory forests 
which reflect the climax community. The abundance of 
pine in the Piedmont reflects the previous agricultural 
utilization of the region, being indicative of mid-
successional processes on old fields. 

The most common natural community in the 
Piedmont is the white-oak, black-oak, red-oak 
community found associated with mixed species of 
hickory, loblolly and shortleaf pine, black gum and 
sweetgum. On drier sites, this community gives way to a 
post oak-blackjack oak community and more moist sites 
are typically dominated by willow oak, swamp chestnut 
oak and overcup oak. Dogwood and sourwood are 
commonly found in association with all three community 
types, becoming less abundant as the habitat becomes 
drier. Piedmont forests reach their greatest diversity 
along streams and rivers. Here forests are dominated by 
beech, ash, hickories, birch with sweetgum, water oak 
and white ash appearing fequently on floodplains; tulip 
poplar on drier sites; and black willow along stream 
margins. The tremendous diversity of Piedmont forests 
is often masked by the seemingly monotypic pine forests 
so common throughout the region, and a number of 
significant habitats may be found scattered across the 
Piedmont. 

Typical Piedmont forests may be seen in the old age 
stands at Croft and Kings Mountain State Parks as well 
as at Lynches Woods in Newberry County. Here the 
variations in Piedmont forest communities can be 
witnessed in close proximity to successional pine stands. 
While these sites do not appear virginal, they do contain 
fine examples of old age hardwood forests. One of the 
best developed Piedmont floodplain forests in the state is 
found at Landsford Canal State Park. Here, succession 
has been rapid since the abandonment of the canal, and a 
near climax stand is evidenced paralleling the canal and 
river. Typical stands of Piedmont forests may also be 
found throughout the Sumter National Forest. Perhaps 
the most mature of the successional forets of the 
Piedmont is the "Museum Tract" at the John de la Howe 

School in McCormick County. Here extremely old 
loblolly and shortleaf pines may be found in association 
with mature hardwood species. This creates the 
appearance of a late successional pine forest giving way 
to typical Piedmont hardwoods. 

More unusual plant communities may be found in 
isolated Piedmont localities. At Forty Acre Rock in 
Lancaster County visitors will find one of the best 
examples of granite rock outcrops in the Southeast. In 
addition to small pools and basins where primary 
succession may be evidenced, the surrounding forest 
harbors relicts of ancient Piedmont forests. Additionally, 
a diabase dike to the south of Forty Acre Rock makes the 
region even more unique. Stevens Creek Natural Area in 
McCormick County is one of the most diverse and 
botanically significant sites in the Piedmont. The 
presence of typical lowcountry floodplain forests 
adjacent to montane bluffs have led researchers to 
assume that this community is a relict of forests from the 
last glacial period. Both areas are characterized by 
endangered plant and animal species and have been 
protected through the state's Heritage Trust Program. 

Champion International Paper includes among their 
holdings in Fairfield County an extremely well developed 
beech ravine community. Here the canopy of old beech 
trees possesses an understory of typically mountain 
vegetation. The abundance of montane wildflowers gives 
the area a spectacular appearance in early spring. These 
relict communities reflect the probable nature of ancient 
Piedmont forests - lush canopies of hardwoods with 
prolific understory and shrub species and a dense 
ground cover of wildflowers. As man has used, misused 
and abused these lands, much of this pristine nature has 
yielded to agriculture and the successional forests which 
follow it. 

The diversity of plant habitat in the Piedmont leads to 
equally diverse animal populations. While most species 
of animals ever reported from South Carolina have been 
found in the Piedmont, several exceptions may be made. 
Populations of reptiles and amphibians differ significantly 
from the Coastal Plain populations. Many lowcountry 
species are absent in the Piedmont, especially snakes. Of 
the more significant, the copperhead and timber 
rattlesnake are the only poisonous species commonly 
found in the region. A number of salamanders and tree 
frogs common in the Appalachians may be found in rich 
Piedmont forests while they would not be found in the 
Coastal Plain. A number of significant bird species are 
known from the Piedmont and birds of prey show special 
diversity. Mammal species are likewise abundant. 
Squirrels appear especially suited to the Piedmont forest 
and seem to be an integral part of the community. The 
abundance of successional woodlands also supports 
large populations of white-tailed deer, the most 
significant game species. 

The South Carolina Piedmont, with her ancient 
geological history, has undergone a number of changes 
resulting in the rich and diverse communities which 
reflect the Piedmont today. 

John Reid Clonts 
Naturalist 
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PERSONNEL CHANGES 

NEW EMPLOYEES 

David Castellano - Canteen Operator, Charles 
Towne Landing 

Frederick Ford - Ranger I, Myrtle Beach 
Samuel Gaines - Ranger I, Kings Mountain 
Thomas Griffin - Ranger I, Paris Mountain 
Ronnie Hancock - Tradesworker, Hickory Knob 
Robert Johnson - Greens Superintendent, Hickory 

Knob 
James Long - Groundskeeper 1, Hickory Knob 
Carrie McKie - Custodial Worker II, Hickory Knob 
Mildred Norman - Custodial Worker II, Hickory 

Knob 
Miriam Patterson - Custodial Supervisor I, Hickory 

Knob 

PROMOTIONS AND TRANSFERS 

Tommy Dopson - Groundskeeper, Colleton to 
Ranger I, Hunting Island 

Donald Ferguson - Superintendent I, Hampton 
Plantation to Superintendent I, Keowee-Toxaway 

Steve Mcintosh - Ranger I, Huntington Beach to 
Ranger II, Goodale 

William Mallard -Ranger II, Goodale to Ranger III, 
Hunting Island 

Greg Reaves - Ranger II, Croft to Ranger III, Croft 
J. Paul Ross - Carpenter, Service & Supply to 

Manager I, Service & Supply 
Carl Seymour - Groundskeeper, Charles Towne 

Landing to Ranger I, Charles Towne Landing 
Phil Tyner - Ranger I, Croft to Ranger II, Croft 
Betty Young - Ranger III, Hunting Island to 

Superintendent I, Hampton Plantation 

RESIGNATIONS 

Pam Beasley - Recreator, Hickory Knob 
Richard Brewer - Ranger I, Caesars Head 
Mark Cabe - Groundskeeper, Hickory Knob 
Ross Cary - PMA, Myrtle Beach 
Phil Heydt - State Park Recreator, Columbia Office 
Robert Lagroon - Groundskeeper, Hickory Knob 
Tommy Putnam - Manager I, Service & Supply 
John Powell - Ranger I, Paris Mountain 
Eliza Settle - Custodial Worker, Hickory Knob 
Arthur Vick - Ranger III, Hunting Island 
Fred White - Groundskeeper, Hickory Knob 
Lindsay Wood - Tradesworker, Hickory Knob 



LISTEN HERE...! 

IT DEPENDS UPON YOUR 
POINT OF VIEW 

An optimist sees the doughnut; a pessimist sees only 
the hole. An optimist would tell you that there is a sixty 
percent chance for sunshine today. On the other hand, a 
pessimist would say that there is a forty percent chance for 
rain. An optimist views a challenge as an opportunity in 
disguise, while a pessimist sees a challenge as a chance for 
failure. 

Dr William Arthur Ward challenges all of us to look at life 
through the eyes of an optimist. He tells it this way: 

TODAY IS THE DAY 

"I have learned that there are many mays to make 
my days more full of the pleasures of living. It is not too 
difficult to be an optimist. 

I dare you to become an optimist...even for the next 
30 days...and put into your life a resolution to do the 
following TOD AY... things designed to make your 
circumstances more pleasant, and your days more 
meaningful: 

1. Today can be a good day for you. People like 
you. You like people. Be kinder to everyone, and your 
day will be enriched. 

2. Today use your influence to encourage and 
inspire others, every one of whom is fighting some 
kind of battle. 

3. Today is the day to expect the best, to work for 
the best, and to give your best. Expect a pleasant 
surprise today. 

4. Today is the day to smile, to laugh, to sing, to let 
others know that you like them, that you trust them, 
that you love them. 

5. Today is the day to call a friend, to send a cheery 
greeting card or personal letter, or to visit someone 
who needs your presence. 

6. Today is the day to be especially grateful. Take 
time to make a list of individuals who have enriched 
and blessed your life. 

7. Today take time during the early morning hours 
to pray, to get your bearings, to listen to the still small 
voice within you, and to get in tune with the Infinite. 

8. Today is the day for enthusiasm! Capture a 
vision of the importance of your work...how it fits into 
the general scheme of things. 

9. Today can be made a joyous day of optimism. 
Look at the bright side of life. Replace pessimism 
quickly with thoughts of optimism. 

10. Today you can be generous with well-deserved 
compliments. Look for reasons to say kind words to 
others, and then say them! 

11. Today is the day for confidence in your God-
given abilities. If you can imagine it, you can possess 
it; if you can envision it, you can attain it. 

12. Today is the day for commitment. Commit 
yourself to a high calling, a noble purpose, a lofty 
ideal. 

13. Today invest some time in grateful reflection of 
your country, its heroes and patriots, and the rich 
heritage that is yours to enjoy and appreciate." 

I don't know about you, but I'm going to enjoy a doughnut 
(or two) with my morning coffee! Doughnut holes just ain't 
my style. 

Dana Sawyer 
Editor 

The editor is a member of the Southeastern Outdoor Press Association. 
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"They don't build 'em like they used to" could well apply to many of the buildings in our state park 
system. This picnic shelter, built more than forty years ago, is a fine example of the craftsmanship of the 
CCC workers. For the location of this shelter, see the related article on page 16. (Photo by Watson) 


