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More than a Merry Christmas
I wish for you this year.
More than a happy Christmas
With your loved ones dear,
More than the precious hours
With friends who are true,
More than the gifts you treasure
That others give you . . .
I wish for you the blessing
Of that Christmas Day
When angels sang the story
And stars marked the way.
I wish you joy unending
With much love and cheer . . .
I wish you peace on Christmas
And through all the year.
—AUTHOR UNKNO WN
ABOUT THE COVER: "Preparing Christmas Greens," by
T. De Thulstrup. From Harper's Weekly, December 25,
1880.

ILLUSTRATIONS: Nineteenth-century illustrations from
An Old-Fashioned Christmas in Illustration and Decora
tion, Clarence P. Hornung, Editor; Dover Publications,
Inc., New York.

FROM THE DIRECTOR

F

irst, I would like to compliment all staff members and
field personnel that attended this year's Superintendents'
Conference. I was impressed by the many positive remarks
and suggestions made, and by the business-like attitude of
each of you. It is obvious that our present budget situation
places great emphasis upon the continuing maintenance of
equipment and facilities. Please encourage all of your
employees to take good care of park equipment, and to
provide preventative maintenance at regular intervals.
Our thanks go out to Ted Williams, Mike Davidson and
the entire staff of Hickory Knob for the tremendous job they
did in making our week-long stay both pleasant and
enjoyable. Through the years I have found that state parks
personnel in South Carolina will travel that extra mile to get
the job done, and I want each of you to know that I
appreciate your dedication to serving park visitors.
Two state park employees deserve a special mention in
recognition of long years of dedicated service. Lorine Davis,
my staff assistant and Eddie Miller, superintendent at Paris
Mountain, received awards for thirty five years' service to
the South Carolina state park system. Our ranks of em
ployees with long years of service have dwindled over the
years, but we appreciate the contributions that each em
ployee has made. In that regard, our best wishes go out to
Ted Barbie, superintendent at Santee, who is retiring in
January after thirty years of service.
We look forward to this issue of PARK LITES as
superintendents throughout the state tell about activities of
families living and working at each state park. As we prepare
for family festivities during this holiday period, let us enjoy
the fellowship around our respective tables and be thankful
for all the good things of life that we enjoy,
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to each and
every one!

RAY M. SISK
Director
Division of State Parks

SERVICE AWARDS

1981 Superintendents' Conference
Lorine Davis, Staff Assistant - Central Office
35
Charles Harrison, Chief of Operations Central Office
10
Dana L. Sawyer, Info. & Educ. Officer Central Office
10
John Reid Clonts, Naturalist - Central Office
5
James B. Work, Chief of Maintenance Central Office
10
Thomas Shuler, Maintenance Supervisor Maint. & Constr
10
Henry C. Rush, Heavy Equip. Opr.
Maint. & Constr
5
Edward Nesbit, Supt. - Aiken
10
Sue C. Griffin, Museum Attendant Andrew Jackson
10
Frank Whiteside, Ass't Curator Animal Forest, CTL
10
Doris Smalls, Ranger - CTL
5
Harold Windham, Ranger - Cheraw
5
Jerry W. (Wayne) Timms, Supt. - Chester
15
Robert Sullivan, Supt. - Colleton
5
William (Al) Priester, Supt. - Goodale
5
Joe L. Hambright, Supt. - Greenwood
10
Will Alston, Groundskeeper - Hampton
10
Lewis D. (Don) Holloway, Maint. Supr. Hickory Knob
10
James Bledsoe, Acctg. Clerk - Hickory Knob
5
Jesse Cline, Ranger - Hickory Knob
5
Dorothy Scott, Hotel Desk Clerk - Hickory Knob .... 5
Eliza Settles, Custodial Worker - Hickory Knob
5
Eddie Cartledge, Custodial Worker - Hickory Knob ... 5
Mae R. Dean, Custodial Worker - Hickory Knob
5
Doris E. Norman, Custodial Worker Hickory Knob
5
Thomas Smith, Custodial Worker - Hickory Knob .... 5
William E. Bowman, Ranger - Keowee-Toxaway
5
Marshall L. Brucke, Supt. - Landsford Canal
10*
(adjusted service date from 2-20-76 to 1-22-70;
award not presented in 1980)
Stanley Looper, Supt. - Little Pee Dee
5
Clarene Turner, Clerk - Myrtle Beach
5
James B. (Bob) Cothran, Supt. - Oconee
20
E.Z. Cothran. Custodial Worker - Oconee
5
Sara T. Bynum, Custodial Worker - Oconee
5
Ed H. Miller, Supt. - Paris Mountain
35
David Blackwell, Ranger - Paris Mountain
5
Jerry M. Spivey, Ranger - Santee
5
Reginald Bryant, Ranger - Santee
5
Berlia M. Keith, Custodial Worker - Santee
5
Mary J. Debose, Custodial Worker - Santee
5
Christine Oliver, Custodial Worker - Santee
5
Joella Bonaparte, Custodial Worker - Santee
5
Annie Johnson, Food Service Aid - Santee
5
Edith P. Cassell, Custodial Worker - Table Rock
5
William Smith, Supt. - Woods Bay
5
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Kings Mountain Superintendent Lew Cato (left)accepts the 1981 Robert J.
Papenfus Programs Achievement Award from Programs Coordinator Dan
Turpin.

Slate Park Recreator PhilHeydt and District IVSuperintendent CharlieF.
Parkman "pose" for the photographer following the Thursday evening
banquet. District IV has won the Olympics competition each of the four
years that it has been a part of the Conference!

SUPERINTENDENT'S CONFERENCE ACTIVITIES

(Above) Dr. Herbert Brantley, Head of Clemson University's RPA
Department, addresses park personnel at the Thursday evening banquet.
Seated at the head table are (from left);FredBrinkman, PRT's Executive
Director; Ray Sisk, State Parks Director; Kenneth Kolb, Assistant State
Parks Director; and J.W. Lawrence, PRT's Assistant Director for
Operations.

(Above right) Jeff Naugle, Chief of the Maintenance and Construction
Sectionfor Georgia State Parks, answers questions at an afternoon session.

(Right) South Carolina and Georgia state park officials discuss common
problems. From left; Kenneth Kolb, Assistant State Parks Director (SC);
Ron Sharpless, Assistant Chief, Maintenance and Construction Section
(Ga); Jim Work, Chief of Maintenance (SC); Jeff Naugle, Chief, Main
tenance and Construction Section (Ga); Joe Barron, Engineering Coordi
nator (SC); and Henry D. Struble, State Parks Director (Ga).
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OPERATIONS SECTION

TIME TO EVALUATE AND IMPROVE
Those of you who know me are aware that I like to
communicate with simple diagrams and analogies. I hope
you can see the point of what follows.
An analogy can be drawn between a flowing river and the
Division of Parks. This river has been flowing strong and at
times even overflowing its banks with growth and prosperity
for the last twelve years. When the water is deep and flowing
strong, you cannot see the bottom or the obstacles in the
flow.
Now the flow has slowed, and the water is receding from
the banks. We can now see many things that have been
obscured. We can look at our functions and operations
without distortion. We can see many things that need
changing or removing from the channel.
Through this analogy I want to show that when our
funding decreases, (or does not grow fast enough) it cuts
down the flow of the Division. We can see and must look at
the many things that prosperity normally obscures. This is
what we are doing now. Each operation is being carefully
reviewed to assure efficiency.
It may mean cutting hours of an operation to reduce the
manpower need. It may mean a change in staff responsi
bilities to better support the park functions. It could mean
the change in a field position to strengthen a weak point on a
park such as a specific maintenance requirement. Changes
in procedure can best be made when flow slows down. This
is what was done with the recent elimination of the cabin
drawing.
When the river drops away from the banks and exposes
the channel, that is the time to do the work to ensure a
smooth flow when the waters rise. This is what the Division
is doing now. We are looking for ways to ensure that when
we are once again rolling ahead, we will have an overall
operation free from obstructions. Last issue I entitled my
article "Tight Times". This issue I want you to understand
that having "tight times" can result in a positive effect if we
work through the problem with mutual support. There is the
possibility of crying, complaining, and just trying to wait out
this dry period. But the best approach is to make the effort to
get through the hard times and at the same time prepare for a
better future. Tight times is the right time to evaluate and
improve. We are all in this game together. I hope we will put
our knowledge and efforts together to survive and even get
better.
CHARLES W. HARRISON

Chief of Operations

SAFETY ALERT

Park personnel attending the recent Maintenance School received instruction in CPR and the complete Red Cross Multi-Media First Aid Course. Instructor
for these courses was Edmond L. Brown, Jr., Safety Coordinator for PRT's Division of State Parks.

PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE ON ALL STATE PARK VEHICLES
b.

As winter draws near, all precautionary measures
should be taken in the care of winterizing your vehicles.
To avoid costly repair, the following items should be
checked on your park vehicles immediately.
I.

II.

Engine Coolant
a. Check coolant level and test for freeze protection.
b. If your vehicle is two years old or older, the
coolant should be drained and the radiator should
be flushed and proper quality antifreeze replaced
to prevent corrosion.
c. If not familiar with the cooling system, refer to
your owner manual.
d. Check your radiator cap and test for proper
pressure holding capacity — 15 PSI.
e. Tighten all hose clamps and inspect all hoses;
replace hose if swollen.
Belts
a. Inspect all drive belts for wear, fraying, cracking
and tension.

III.

IV.

V.

Belts that are in poor condition should be replaced
immediately.
Battery
a. Inspect vent cap to make sure they are free of
grease and dirt. Remove the cap and check the
fluid level. If fluid level is low, add water to the
proper level.
Windshield Washer and Wiper
a. Maintain fluid level in your washer (Don't use
water; it freezes).
b. Replace worn out blades that are frayed and
brittle, for they must wipe clean.
Tires
a. Inspect your tires. Tires should be inflated to
manufacturer's recommended pressure and check
ed regularly for adequate tread, and for cuts or
breaks. Note: Dual tires should be well-matched.
EDMOND J. BROWN, JR.
Safety Coordinator
Division of State Parks
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DISTRICT NEWS

Have you ever noticed jobs on a park going undone
with no apparent reason? The following story heard recently
explains how this can happen.
This is a story about four people named Everybody,
Somebody, Anybody, and Nobody. There was an important
job to be done and Everybody was sure that Somebody
would do it. Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did it.
Somebody got angry about that, because it was Everybody's
job. Everybody thought Anybody could do it, but Nobody
realized that Everybody wouldn't do it. Everybody blamed
Somebody when actually Nobody accused Anybody. Now
it's done, Everybody cares, because You did it.
Let's not be guilty of ignoring certain tasks because we
think someone else will do it! After all, one reward of a job
well done is having done it.
Charles Town Landing — The entire park crew spent
many hours preparing for working during, and cleaning up
after this year's Oktoberfest. The event was again a success
and proved profitable as in the past. Chimney work has been
completed on two residences. The crew is presently scraping
and painting two residences. Much work will be done in the
gardens this winter.
Colleton — The park's sewage treatment plant has been
sold and removed from the park. Henry Rush is in the
process of hauiing in dirt and dressing up the site. Robert
and Tommie are beginning the job of underpinning the
trailer residence.
Edisto Beach — Autumn camping at Edisto has kept the
park crew so busy that few projects have been started. They
have painted and are putting the finishing touches on the
restrooms above the bathhouse.
Givhans Ferry — Work continues on the renovation of
cabin #4 by Wayne Shumpert and Merle Jones. The park
crew has painted the exterior of the building. Henry Rush
has been on the park hauling dirt to the eroded river bank at
the Recreation Building. The park crew is placing cross ties
in conjuntion with the hauling.

Hampton Plantation — Don and Will have put up the
routed park signs received from Service and Supply. Most
of the time is spent pruning, thinning, etc. on the gardens
and grounds. Work continues on the interior of the kitchen
house on rainy days.
Hunting Island — The three new park picnic area
restrooms are complete except for the installation of the
stainless steel fixtures. The maintainance crew has com
pletely redone the porch on cabin #8, enclosed the porch at
the Superintendent's residence, and completed other smaller
projects. The park crew has made repairs on residences and
added insulation. Two roofing projects are now being done
(Superintendent's garage and picnic area restroom).
Huntington Beach — The park crew has already com
pleted the roofing of two residences. They have also blocked
up several old window holes in "Atalaya." Other winter projects
are in the beginning stages.
Myrtle Beach — The park crew has painted three park
picnic shelters. They are using old paint that we brought in
from other district parks. In some cases, several different
shades of paint had to be mixed to achieve the desired
quality. Roof repairs on shelters and pool buildings are in
progress. The new entrance fence has been completed with
the lumber received from John Rhodes at Keowee. T.M.
Shuler and Charlie Hatfield are presently renovating the
Old Trading Post into a large two bedroom, two bath
apartment that will sleep eight persons.
Old Dorchester — A concrete slab has been poured by
Charles Cumbee and Ken Michaels for the drink machines
in the day use area. They are presently putting in a new water
fountain.
Rivers Bridge — The two Jerrys (Price and Greene) have
completed painting the campground buildings and are
almost finished repainting the pool buildings. Again, we
have used paint already on hand. A new entrance sign has
been received from Service and Supply and is being erected.
LARRY W. DUNCAN
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District I Superintendent

DISTRICT I NEWS CONTINUED

CHARLES TOWNE LANDING
The summer of *81 seems a long time past and the fall is
nearly gone. As winter approaches, the number of regular
park visitors has declined during the week days, but as
reported in the last issue of Park Lites, Charles Towne
Landing has been the site for a number of picnics for
Charleston area companies. These companies' employees
have accounted for nearly 3,000 of our weekend park
visitors. A new event this fall was "A Taste of Charleston"
sponsored by the Charleston Restaurant Association. This
one event attracted nearly 6,000 park visitors to sample the
restaurants' specialty items.
With the approach of Thanksgiving, many elementary
schools and kindergartens are planning group visits to the
park Settlers' Life Area for their individual re-enactments of
the first Thanksgiving. November also finds the second
annual Charles Towne Volksmarch, a family activity that
encourages families and local organizations and groups to
walk the park grounds for exercise and enjoyment of the
total park. (The first Volksmarch was held at Sesquicentennial State Park in the fall of 1980). The route includes the
gardens, wooded bicycle/walk paths, the exercise trail, the
Settlers' Life Area, fortified area, Adventure site, and the
Animal Forest.

New graphics at the 1670 Experimental Crop Garden.

Car-o-lion and her cubs; the resident pumas at CTL.

The Forest continues to be one of the park's single most
popular attractions for regular visitors, school groups,
photographers, animal lovers and professional journalists.
At this writing, we are awaiting the arrival of South
Carolina Educational Television crews to begin filming yet
another program aimed at teaching children the apprecia
tion of wildlife. ETV has previously taken both motion
pictures and still shots of the Forest for use in their
programming. In addition the Forest has also been a
material source of the Wildlife Department. Our display of
South Carolina's indigenous animals is the most complete of
its kind in the state. Many residents are not aware that bison,
elk, puma, and timber wolves were one time found in
Carolina in great abundance.
Presently many smaller species such as the red fox still live
within the borders of South Carolina.

While awaiting the arrival of the film crew, we are still
planning the kickoff for the Charleston area Toys for Tots
Campaign sponsored by the local United States Marine
Corps Reserve Unit.
We are especially proud of our many new additions to
park signing and graphics, including the 1670 Experimental
Crop Garden signs and the activity schedules that have been
added recently to the entrance of the Settlers' Life Area.
Another recent undertaking has been the beginning of the
work on the dugout canoes. To be constructed from one
cypress log measuring 16 feet in length and 4 feet in
diameter, the project will be the work of an enthusiastic
group of young volunteers from the Charleston Youth
Bureau. They will receive "on the job" training as they
proceed.
Looking forward to the Christmas season, the park will
hold its annual Christmas Tree Lighting Program Saturday,
Dec. 12. Christmas music from local school choirs, a charity
bazaar in the Geodesic Dome, and of the course the grand
finale — the lighting of the official Charles Towne Landing
Christmas Tree. In keeping with the season, CTL employees
will be gathering for our annual Christmas Party at the
Sandbar Restaurant on Folly Beach December 18th. The
following week, we will be hosting Children's Days, a day
camp for children while Santa is preparing for Christmas.
We close out the year wishing each and everyone of you a
Christmas season of peace and happiness and a New Year of
prosperity and fullfillment.
ROBERT M. BADGER
Public Information Specialist

DISTRICT I NEWS CONTINUED
COLLETON

GIVHANS FERRY

CX
'ur camping business has been pretty steady this
summer and fall. At the present time, camping is up about
9% from this time last year, and total park visitation is up
24% from last year. Our business comes mostly from "onenighters", stopping on their way to Florida or on their way
back.
Fishing hasn't been as good as usual because of the low
level of the Edisto River. But we still have had a number of
canoeists who put their canoes in at the park.
We have started underpinning the Groundskeeper's
trailer as part of our winter work program. We have also
been washing down some of the buildings, getting them
ready to be painted.
This Christmas, Groundskeeper Tommie Dopson and his
wife Vicki plan to spend some time with their families, who
live near Walterboro. I plan to visit my parents in Laurens
during the holiday season.
Best wishes to everyone for a blessed holiday season.

For the most part, we had a very good season at
Givhans Ferry. Camping is running ahead of last year and
we have had people from England, Australia, France, and
Germany with stateside visitors from as far away as
California, Arizona, and Texas. All had very favorable
comments about this park and PRT as a whole.
I would like to welcome to the park Ranger Roy Mike
Limehouse and his wife Terry. Mike is doing a fine job and,
since he was raised on the Edisto river, he is right at home in
the park. Terry is employed at the Weapons Station in
Charleston. Mike and Terry both enjoy running and many
outdoor sports. Camping - canoe trips on the Edisto River is
another of their favorite activities. Boxing is Mike's # 1 sport
and he is a very good fighter himself. He won the Tough
Man Contest in Charleston last year (1980) and is looking
forward to winning again next year (1982).
Mike and Terry are planning to spend the holidays right
here at Givhans Ferry State Park. Their families and most of
their friends live in this community.
I plan also to spend the holidays (except Christmas I plan
to spend in Union with my father, brother, and sisters and
their families) right here on the park. Hunting will be my
main activity and I may even do a little fishing if this weather
stays warm.
The Edisto River is at its lowest level in many many years
and the water is clear as a bell. Fishing has been off all year
because of the low water.
We here at Givhans Ferry State Park wish every one a
Merry Christmas and The Happiest of New Years and MAY
GOD BLESS.

ROBERT SULLIVAN
Superintendent

GLENN FARR
Superintendent

HAMPTON PLANTATION

W hlile
i Labor Day signals the end of the "busy season"
in some areas, this hasn't been the case at Edisto. While the
day use has slowed considerably since Labor Day, camping
has remained close to summertime levels.
Quite a few campers, in an effort to avoid the crowds
encountered during the summer, choose to travel in the Fall.
This has proven to be a futile pursuit for many this Fall as
they arrive to find our "No Vacancy" sign displayed, often
even in the early part of the week.
Slowly but surely, I think the day is coming when the
"busy season" will last nearly 365 days a year!
From us at Edisto, best wishes to all for a fine holiday
season and a safe and prosperous New Year.

Will and I here at Hampton love the cooler weather.
The weather gets rid of all the mosquitoes and this helps our
visitation. It has been good this fall, averaging about 150
visitors per week.
We are all looking forward to the holiday season. Krissy,
my wife, and I are planning on visiting my mother around
Thanksgiving. Then after Christmas we hope to visit the rest
of my family in the Pickens-Easley area.
We have had several special groups visit the park this fall.
The Georgetown Rice Museum held a seminar in George
town on rice growing the first of October. They used the
picnic shelter to have a barbecue for the participants. We
also had a book club from Summerville and a group of new
employees for the South Carolina Welcome Centers tour the
house. The biggest event to happen at Hampton was a visit
from the photographers of House Beautiful Magazine. They
took several pictures of southern foods using the mansion as
a background. The article and photos are to be in the March
issue. Be sure to get a copy!
We wish everyone a happy holiday season.

KURT K. BECHT
Superintendent

DONALD G. FERGUSON
Superintendent

EDISTO BEACH
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HUNTING ISLAND

HUNTINGTON BEACH

past year has seen many changes take place at
Hunting Island, and all for the better! Just about continu
ously since Jan. 1980 some type of construction has been
going on, including this past summer. Construction was
started this summer on the three new restrooms, one near
the lighthouse and the other two in the south end parking
lots. They are about 95% complete and as soon as we get
approval on the septic tanks and the fixtures arrive they will
be complete. The restrooms are designed to be about as
maintenance free as possible with all fixtures from coat
racks to commodes made of stainless steel. These are the
same type fixtures that are used in prisons so they should be
pretty sturdy. Incidentally, you can buy 30 porcelain
commodes for the price of one stainless steel commode!
At this time U.S. Construction Co. is moving in their
equipment to build two more parking lots, which should
give us a total in the park of around 900. This will be the only
construction going on at present since there is a freeze on
funds to build another restroom, concession stand, and
residence. If anyone is looking for something to do this
winter and wants to be on the beach we have on hand 10,000
ft. of 4' snow fencing which needs to be erected on the beach
to start a build up of secondary sand dunes.
Visitation was down this year at Hunting Island, possibly
for two reasons. The first is the economy, which affected all
the parks and the second is the fact that all our roads are dirt.
One good side on the condition of the roads is that there is
not much speeding, as the dust tends to slow everyone down.
Camping has been excellent this spring with more camp
ers than ever before. The majority are our regulars who are
retired and stay two or three months (moving, of course,
every two weeks). Thanksgiving was the last weekend that
we filled the campground. Now we can rest somewhat until
Easter weekend.
Cabin reservations are up some over last year, but when
they are full, almost all the time, it is hard to improve on
that. Speaking of cabins, this will definitely be a year to
remember!! There was no lottery system and thus the first
Monday in November people could rent cabins for all of
1982. We took reservations for three days and the phone
didn't stop ringing. We received well over 100 letters in two
days. There was a peak of 82 people standing in line Monday
morning which formed at 6:00 a.m. People drove from as far
away as Atlanta, and one man came from New York but
spent the night in the campground!
There has not been much discussion from the guys here
making any big plans for Christmas except to spend a little
time with their families. As far as my plans go, hopefully I
will be watching a football game in person, the team will be
wearing orange and I will be somewhere where it is real
warm in December!
If you are in the area, drop by and may all of you have a
good holiday season!

Well, here we go into another winter season on the
beach! We have made it through another rewarding and
successful summer, yet we're hoping that '82 will bring even
bigger and better surprises. Considering the economic
pinches that everyone seems to be experiencing, I think that
we had a real good summer. Camping has shown a slight
increase over last summer even though total park visitation
has fallen a little short. Although the campers seem to have
come out in good numbers, they didn't seem to be as free
with their money as they had been in the past. As such, we
still had an increase in total revenue of almost $15,000.
The campers that we had this summer seemed to be
cutting down on the number of trips they made and
extending the length of time that they stayed on each trip. I
think we also saw a decrease in our regular weekend
campers. I also talked to a lot of Northerners that used to
spend their vacations farther south. Now they are stopping
in South Carolina because they can cut their expenses
almost in half and spend an extra two to three days on
vacation because South Carolina has as much if not more to
offer than the areas farther south.
So much for our summer families, now let's see what our
own park families have been up to or are going to be up to in
the near future. Now that the season has let up a little, most
of us have taken a few days in between winter work projects
to enjoy our own hobbies. Homer Stanton celebrated his six
month anniversary with Teresa by hiking with her on the
Appalachian Trail in North Carolina. Dennis Hart and
family traveled to Alabama for a few days of sightseeing and
relaxation. Steve Mcintosh took a few days off and bagged a
few ducks for the table and Tommy Raynor took a few days
but he had eye surgery to keep him occupied. Tommy is back
at work now and doing fine. He plans to take a few more
days around Thanksgiving and Christmas but this time he
says he is going to enjoy it more! I took a few days off and
fished the Grand Strand Pier King Mackerel Tournament
and also deer hunted a few days. (I tried to get Bobby Turner
to take a couple of days and fish with me but he said that if he
took a day off, it would take him a month to find his way
around the park again!) I didn't catch any kings big enough
to be in the money during the tournament, but I did get some
fish and venison for the freezer.
So much for vacations. Like I said before, most of these
vacations were taken in between winter work projects and
we have really been staying busy trying to get as many
completed as possible while we're still having this beautiful
weather. So far we have already completed the roofing of
two park residences, built some water fountains, completed
some blockwork around the "Castle" and done some repair
work on the floor of one of the residences. We still have
some challenging projects ahead but we're hoping to have
most of them completed by the time this is printed.
In closing, I would like to share a little energy-saving tip
with some of you. If you have a television with an "instant
picture", this means that you have a continuous current
flowing to your set even when it is off. There should be an
energy saver switch in the back of the set than can be cut off.
It will mean waiting a few more seconds for your picture to
appear but it will also save bucks.

MARSHALL WEST

Superintendent

JOEL M. COPELAND

Superintendent

DISTRICT I NEWS CONTINUED

MYRTLE BEACH

RIVERS RIDGE

This has been a busy year for us with both visitors and
hard work. Our new Trading Post was completed and
opened before Easter. It is a nice building and had a lot of
use this summer. We were able to carry more items and
spread them out so the public could see what we have. Merl
Rhodes was kept busy keeping it stocked. Most of his time
was spent in the new store and you could tell by the looks of
it. A few campers commented that the old store had a lot of
sentiment for them but they thought the new one was an
improvement.
Our summer programs went along well as we had a good
Naturalist and Recreator. They were really interested in
getting attendance at their programs and got out and talked
with the campers to encourage them to come.
The day the books opened for cabin reservations we
booked all of our summer weeks in about six hours. We still
had people calling two days later that could not get through
November 2. With the remodeling of our old Trading Post
we will have a building that will take care of eleven people. It
should rent easily as we have had several calls for more than
six people. Deposits have already started coming in as
people want to be sure of a summer reservation.
Our park personnel did a fine job this season and are now
taking some much-needed annual leave. Most of them are
visiting families in other towns and some are doing a little
hunting. This is the time of year we all look forward to as
during the summer everyone is too busy to stop and take
time to enjoy their families. I really appreciate the hard work
they do to make my job a little easier.

First, let me say that I hope all of you have a great
holiday season.
On October 31, Arti Vick (from Myrtle Beach State
Park), Lynn Price and I had a nice surprise. We were outside
the park and spotted a large bird sitting in a plowed field.
After a few minutes it soared into the air. It was a BALD
EAGLE! What a beautiful sight it was to see him sailing in
the air. All you have to do is just look around and you can
see the greatest sights in the world right at your back door!
Ranger Jerry Greene and his wife Karen will be spending
the holidays with their families.
Ursula, Kelly and I will be staying home this year, hoping
for a white Christmas!

ROBERT J. TURNER

Superintendent

OLD DORCHESTER
Hello from Old Dorchester State Park!
With the holiday seasons coming up and the cold weather
well underway, this would be a good time for everyone to sit
down and think of how fortunate we all are to be able to
spend time with our loved ones and friends.
I would like to take this chance to welcome Rene' Michael
to the park family. Rene'is Ken Michael's daughter, and is
now attending Summerville High School.
We had a Thanksgiving dinner here for the park crew and
their families.
The Cumbee family's Christmas plans are incomplete at
this time. We will probably go to Ridge Springs for a few
days to visit with my parents.
Park use seems to be down from last year by about 10%
but the revenue seems to be the same. The park is attracting
more of a family trade than last year.
I would like to take this chance to thank Jim Work, Bill
McMeekin, Wayne Schumpert, Merle Jones and Henry
Rush for the fine job they did installing the water and sewer
line on the park this summer. This has been a needed and
welcomed improvement to the park.
We at Old Dorchester would like to take this opportunity
to wish all a happy holiday season and the very best for the
New Year.
CHARLES G. CUMBEE

Superintendent

JERRY PRICE

DISTRICT I — Kneeling, Marshall West, Superintendent, Hunting Island; standing, from left; Gerald Harris, Assistant
Superintendent, Myrtle Beach; Robert Sullivan, Superintendent, Colleton; Glenn Farr, Superintendent, Givhans Ferry, Kurt
Becht, Superintendent, Edisto Beach; Mac Copeland, Superintendent, Huntington Beach; Martin Diamond, Business
Manager, Charles Towne Landing; Jerry Price, Superintendent, Rivers Bridge, Charles Cumbee, Superintendent, Old
Dorchester; Don Ferguson, Superintendent, Hampton Plantation; Larry Duncan, District I Superintendent; Mel Felder,
Assistant Superintendent, Hunting Island.

DISTRICT II— Kneeling, from left; James Creech, Superintendent, Barnwell; Ed Nesbit, Superintendent, Aiken; George
Gordon, Superintendent, Poinsett; Stanley Looper, Superintendent, Little Pee Dee; AI Priester, Superintendent, Goodale.
Standing, from left; Van Stickles, District II Superintendent; Wayne Smith, Superintendent, Lynches River; Bill Alewine,
Superintendent, Lee; Frank Couch, Assistant Superintendent, Santee; William Smith, Superintendent, Woods Bay; Gene
Cobb, Superintendent, Redcliffe; Larry Adair, Superintendent, Cheraw; Ted Barbie, Superintendent, Santee.
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DISTRICT NEWS

AIKEN

Nineteen eighty two — what will the new year be like?
It appears that there may be adjustments or changes in our
methods of operation in order to cope with tighter budgets.
One thing will surely remain the same though, our purpose:
to provide a safe, pleasant, well maintained facility for park
visitors to use and enjoy. I think it is important to stress the
safety of our visitors, as this is one area that can't be ignored
or cut back.
The ability to overcome obstacles through initiative and
resourcefulness will continue to separate the men from the
boys.
My family was recently blessed with a precious gift, a son
who is now eight weeks old. Peter was a dream come true for
me, Linda, Amy, and Sharie. Amy is attending four-year
kindergarten and sings in the children's choir. Sharie is two
but wishes she was four. Yesterday Amy's cocker spaniel
had seven puppies of unknown origin. Most of our time is
spent in the garden, chicken pen, and playing with the kids.
Linda keeps pretty busy taking care of all of us!
The Goodale recreation building is in its final stages and is
one of the nicest facilities I've seen. The Santee crew is
eagerly looking for 260 squares of shingles that are on order.
The pool at Lynches River remains on hold waiting for the
iron filter. The rest of our District will be busy with
maintenance and beautification projects.
Merry Christmas to all park families and may God bless
you always.
VAN STICKLES

District II Supterintendent

Not much has happened to the personnel at Aiken
since last year. Dave Inabinet is still working as hard as he
has for over twenty years to keep everything looking good.
He did buy a new 23 ft. travel trailer this summer and is
mentioning retirement more often. He spent a week at
Hunting Island in September, but the fish didn't cooperate
and he has gone back for three weeks. I am unsure about his
holiday plans, but in previous years all of his children and
grandchildren have come to his house. Since he has such a
good thing going I don't believe he will change it this year!
We sold our travel trailer and bought a pickup camper
after Judi convinced me that large trailers have no business
on logging roads in the mountains. I failed to convince her
that half of the fun is being winched up and down mountains
with a trailer behind or sometimes in front of you! Judi, Jay
and I just returned from two weeks at the Outer Banks. My
only complaint in previous years was having to quit fishing
sometimes to return to the campground. With the pickup
camper we stayed on the beach the whole two weeks and
only went into town every few days to put fish in a meat
locker. Over the years we have met a lot of good people there
and it is almost like a family reunion fishing and visiting with
them every year. This was without a doubt the most carefree
vacation we have ever had. Dave and I both had good
gardens this summer. Judi cut up her first hog and had a
bushel of wheat and a bushel of corn ground into flour, meal
and grits. Saturday we put another deer in the freezer so we
should eat well this winter. Part of our holidays will be spent
in Charlotte, North Carolina with families but Santa hasn't
yet decided where he will visit us.
From Aiken we wish everyone Happy Holidays and
God's Blessing in the coming New Year.
ED NESBIT

Superintendent

BARNWELL
T he winter work program is well under way. We will be
reroofing several buildings and putting four sky lights in one
comfort station. Visitation and the use of facilities have been
down this Fall. Ranger Carroll Zissette and his family are
going to stay close this Christmas with their three children
and daughter-in-law and the two granddaughters to enjoy
Christmas together. Ranger Harry Gilmore will have a big
Christmas this year. This will be his son's first Christmas so
Harry will be playing Santa Claus for the first time. Harry
and his family will be staying on the park during Christmas.
The Creech family will be spending the Christmas holidays
with our parents. I hope each and everyone will have the best
Christmas ever and a very happy New Year. Best wishes to
all of you from Barnwell State Park.
JIMMY CREECH

Superintendent

DISTRICT II NEWS CONTINUED

CHERAW
Wee are having a beautiful fall in Cheraw, but it's hard
to enjoy, knowing that we are approaching winter and
higher fuel bills. I guess we should enjoy each season in its
own time.
One of the reasons our revenue was down was that we
didn't have as many North Carolina bus loads of kids. In the
past years we have had as many as five or six bus loads,
mostly from North Carolina, and most with from $5 to $20
that each just had to spend. We only had one or two days
early in the summer when the buses came this year. 1 think
that this and the fact that our entire week of the fourth of
July was rainy are the two main reasons our revenue was
down.
We did have some high spots at Cheraw. Everything
connected with camping was up. Groups using the group
camps were larger than in recent years, even though we
didn't have more groups. Our primitive camping is up 21%,
the number of camp sites rented is up about 14% and the
number of campers over 18%. Fishing boat rentals and
fishing have increased sharply also, but cabin rentals were
down some.
During the past several years we have had a lot of
construction workers and others who have occupied the
cabins. Last year and again this past summer we noticed a
trend to more people within a 100 mile range coming here
for their vacation, rather than going to the beach. In talking
to some of them their main reasons are: 1) cost of cabins is
less than the beach, 2) our swimming area attracts them, 3)
they have a more restful vacation here. We would like to
develop this trend.
Our first casualty in the inflation battle came early last
summer when we lost all our park aides. The next bullet
struck our PMA position. Chris Hightower packed and
moved over to Hickory Knob right before his favorite
holiday of Halloween. We all here at Cheraw wish you well
in your job, Chris.
The remainder of our crew seems to be old home bodies.
Only Keith Windham has made any plans to be away over
the holidays.
The others, the Adairs, (Larry, Ginny, Tracy and Tim); the
Roscoes,(Maxcey, Eunice and Cindy); the Lewis's (Tommy
and Bonnie Sue); and the Pruettes, (Cecil, Pat Mike and
Annie) all would welcome you if you could find time to visit
over the holidays.
Happy Holidays from all of us at the "Diamond in the
Sand Hills," to all of you.
CECIL PRUETTE

Ranger

N.R. GOODALE
Now that the summer season is over, work at Goodale
has slowed down a little. During the winter months ahead
we intend to rebuild the swimming docks in the lake. The
work of tearing down of the docks have begun. The greens
on the golf courses have been seeded with rye grass and the
greens are looking great at this time.

Work is continuing on the recreation building and is
expected to be completed by early December. With the
addition of the building, attendance at the park is expected
to increase.
On a closing note, my wife and I are expecting the arrival
of a baby in the next two to three months.
WILLIAM PRIESTER

Superintendent

LEE

Ot

'ur summer here at Lee was a real good one, with
dedicated employees doing a fine job. We had a few rescues
but no one got in serious trouble. Our summer visitation was
less than the previous year, but camping always seems to
show an increase.
Richard Smith, our new ranger, came to work in July, so
he got a taste of what a summer at a state park is like.
Richard and his wife Barbara have a three-month old
daughter, Jessica, and are enjoying park life.
Some campers are still using tents, but many have large
campers and enjoy camping more than just as a hobby.
Many of them are headed toward Florida and tell us that
they will spend the winter away from the frozen North.
Some have homes in both places, or rent a space in a trailer
park.
Almost every day we get compliments about the park, its
overall beauty, level sites, convenient location near the
interstate, clean showers and restrooms. This makes us feel
proud as we do the jobs expected of us to the best of our
abilities.
BILL ALEWINE

Superintendent

LITTLE PEE DEE

RE

..anger Randy Jackson has a brand new wife. Randy
and Connie have been married for two months. They are
both from a nearby town, so they have had several relatives
to visit the new bride and groom.
During the past couple of months, the majority of our
campers have been from Florida during the week days and
our regulars from Conway, Florence, and North Carolina
on weekends. We have had campers from out of the way
places like Israel, Egypt, and Holland.
Cathy and I plan to go home for Christmas to the best
section of the state, Pickens!
Best Holiday wishes!
STAN LOOPER

Superintendent

DISTRICT II NEWS CONTINUED

LYNCHES RIVER

REDCLIFFE

Overall use of park facilities were down this year
although we had some very large crowds which used our
facilities this past spring and summer.
Enthusiasm about our swimming pool opening remains
very high and we expect large crowds with the coming of
summer 1982. We are crossing our fingers and hoping for
the best.
Vacation time is here and I hope everyone has enjoyed it
as much as my family and 1 have. We haven't visited as many
parks this year as in the past but have enjoyed the ones that
we have visited.
We plan to be home here at Lynches River during the
holidays but will be shy one member of our family this year
as our son Scott will be having his Christmas at Paris Island
during 12 weeks of training with the Marine Corps.
From all of us here at Lynches River we wish all park
families very happy and safe holidays.

This year at Redcliffe the grounds have been at their
best. The grass was greener and the trees have really put out
their best. When the park looks good like this you look
forward to doing your best to make it look even better.
Since we have been opening on Sundays for tours through
the house we have had people from Canada, California,
Florida and many other places. This makes all the hard
work worthwhile. We still have a lot of work to do to the big
house and hopefully we can get most of this done this winter.
Gene and Vicki are now the proud parents of a IVt lb.
baby girl, Mary Shelane Cobb, born October 8 at University
Hospital. Both mother and baby are doing well.
Redcliffe has been more in the news lately. We made this
September 8th Newsweek Magazine and an article in the
Augusta Chronicle on October 18. The reason for the
publicity is because of Carol Blesser, who has written a new
book entitled "The Hammonds of Redcliffe. "The price of
the book is $ 19.95 if you are interested in buying one. As far
as I have read this book, it is well worth the money. We here
at Redcliffe are hoping the book does well,

WAYNE T. SMITH
Superintendent

ROBERT McFADDEN
Ranger

SANTEE
POINSETT
Hello from Poinsett!
Here we are again with Christmas just around the corner.
Seems like the older I get, the faster they come. Not that I'm
that old, but ever since James Washington retired I've been
known as "the old man on the park."
Although we did not break any records this year at
Poinsett, cabin use was up and we had a pleasant year with
few problems. The swimming lessons we offered again this
year went smoothly. Again as last year, we witnessed few out
of state visitors due to the high gas prices.
In mid September my family and I enjoyed a trip to
Florida to visit relatives. While there we went to Disney
World and Ocala to a racehorse auction. I was on edge every
time my youngest son scratched his nose, afraid they would
think it was a bid. The horses only went for a mere $20,000 to
$60,000. Needless to say, this was a little out of my price
range.
Ranger Davis enjoyed some time off and tried for the big
buck, but was out smarted by the buck again. Rangers Small
and Ravenell, who came to Poinsett in July, have not
planned any time off yet. I would like to welcome both of
them and their families to Poinsett and wish them success
with PRT.
The crew and I have really been busy this fall with
beautification projects. If you're in this area, please stop in
and say hello. I wish all PRT personnel and their families a
pleasant Holiday season and success in 1982.
GEORGE GORDON
Superintendent

With my retirement right around the corner, I am
busy getting my future home at Potato Creek on Lake
Marion ready for fulltime use. I am ready to put my boat in
the water and keep it there.
Todd Rexrode bought a 1982 Jeep and when he is not
working he is out driving the wheels off it. Mike Mathis'wife
Sherrie is soon to graduate from USC with a degree in
Computer Science. They are both looking forward to that.
Rick Bryant is still single and has no plans of getting
married. The Tackle Shop/Trading Post Complex has done
real well this year. As more and more people find out about
it, it will become a definite revenue asset during the winter
months.
TED BARBIE
Superintendent

WOODS BAY
Attendance at Woods Bay is about the same as last
year, with the Spring and Fall being our busiest times. Most
of our visitors are favorably impressed and really enjoy the
quiet, peaceful atmosphere that Woods Bay has to offer.
They cite such reasons as getting away from the crowds, and
just a good place to relax and enjoy nature, as reasons for
visiting. There have been a few school groups visiting and
many of the children leave with appreciation of nature and
their environment that they can't obtain from a classroom.
BILL SMITH
Superintendent

DISTRICT NEWS

1 hese past few months in District III have been busy
ones with routine painting and repairs. Below are listed
some projects that have either been completed or underway
at this time:
CROFT — An enclosed picnic shelter to be constructed in
the pool area is underway and hopefully will be ready for use
next spring.
CAESARS HEAD — Chevis Wald along with the
Caesars Head crew and help from Rangers Pete Davis, Dale
Goodwin and Broadus Nicholson have redone the park
shop.
OCONEE — Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Nash have recently
reopened the dining room at Oconee, and 1 am certain they
will be most successful.
I would like to welcome all the new employees to District
III and wish them the best in their careers.
HORACE W. CRAIG

District III Superintendent
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DISTRICT III NEWS CONTINUED

CROFT

KEOWEE-TOXAWAY

appreciate the opportunity to write a few lines about
Croft, its personnel, and the visitation this past season. We
take pride in showing, doing, and serving.
This past season was out of the ordinary, but thanks to
Charles Harrison, Chief of Operations we were given
advanced notice and the adjustments and cut backs that
were made did not deter this from being another successful
year.
Our park facilities survived the heavy usage this season
due to the alertness of our rangers who accepted the
challenge and operated without any accident or down time.
As superintendent 1 personally appreciate the fine effort
given under sometimes trying circumstances.
At this writing the rangers are reaping the rewards of the
long hours spent suring the past summer season. Phil Tyner,
his wife Linda, and daughter Susan have just returned from
their vacation and reported that every minute was enjoyed.
Phil has a small tract of land in Anderson County which he
has been clearing for a house site. He too is hoping like so
many others that: the economy will change and that he can
make his dream a reality. Eugene "Pete" Davis has his sights
on getting a deer on his vacation but his telescope was
apparently out of focus. Better luck next season Pete, but
this year we're all wondering where the "buck" went. Greg
Reaves is waiting on duck season to start his vacation. We
are all wishing him much success cause what's a holiday
vacation without a little meat to add to those beans and
potatoes? Helen, Stanley and 1 plan to stay close this year,
but we'll find many enjoyable things to occupy our time.
One thing for sure will be helping grandson number two
learn who grandma, grandpa, and Uncle Stanley are. His
name is Daniel Travis Horton, born to our daughter Norma,
husband Danny, and big brother Dale on September 25. We
at Croft wish to take this opportunity to wish each park
family a good safe holiday and invite any that might be in
our area to stop by. I'll just bet you will find a warm
welcome!

Another winter season is fast approaching and, as
usual, everyone is thinking about what they are going to do
for Christmas.
Frances Looper, our receptionist, will have her hands full
when all the kids return home. You can bet I'm going to try
and be around when she starts putting the food on the table,
(man, another lOlbs.!)
Bill Bowman, Ranger II, is making plans to head home to
home to Whitesville, N.C. for the holidays. I know he is
looking forward to some good home cooked meals. Bill may
have a busier Christmas than usual this year. There is this
new-found friend that has been keeping him busy lately!
Cathy and I are going to take a jet plane to Hawaii to
watch South Carolina play the University of Hawaii. (No, I
have not changed my colors)! It will always be orange,
number one! I just wanted to let everyone know that I also
pull for the University of South Carolina.
The rest of our Christmas vacation time will be spent
visiting friends, relatives and staying at home by the fire.
Have you heard? We have finished the meeting house and
it is available for rent. It has a wood stove for heat which
helps give the building a rustic atmosphere. We have already
had several reservations made for reunions and parties. I
believe this will be a very popular facility here at Keowee.
We are beginning work on the comfort station in the new
campground. I hope that everything will be ready for use by
late spring.
Have a Happy Holiday!

I
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RAY E. HAYES

JOHN RHODES

Superintendent

PLEASANT RIDGE STATE PARK

M

Leaves falling and the smell of wood fires lets us know
we are going into the winter season. The cabins are booked
solid on the weekends through the remainder of the year.
The fall clogging festival was a great success. Our thanks go
out to Marion Dawson, Bill Nichols and Pam Collins for
helping with the workshops.
The new cabin reservation system appears to be working
fine.

y family and I have only been here a few weeks but
by looking back I can see that this year has been a good one
here at Pleasant Ridge.
In the few weeks I've been here the cabins have been used
quite a bit, mostly on week-ends. With the leaves gone the
camping has slowed down and so has the day use area.
I would like to thank James Work, Chief of Maintenance
and Horace Craig, District III Superintendent for the use of
Chevis Wald's..maintenance crew to help put an addition at
the shop while my ranger was away at maintenance school.
My family and 1 haven't been home since June so my wife
Katherine and daughters, Nickey and Michell are looking
forward to going home to Denmark for a few days during
the holidays.
As for Ranger Michael (Mike) Caulder, he says he is
enjoying his last few weeks of being a single man. He will be
getting married in January.
We here at Pleasant Ridge would like to wish you all a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
If you are ever up this way, stop by and say hello.

BOBCOTHRAN

CARTER THOMAS

Superintendent

OCONEE

Superintendent

Superintendent
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PARIS MOUNTAIN

ip
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'

SADLERS CREEK

''

Hello to all from Paris Mountain!
I think this has been one of the busiest summers and falls
since the campground was opened. We were full or with only
one or two sites unoccupied for four consecutive weeks.
Very few people came from the local area. Most were in a 25
or 50 mile radius of the park. 1 think the most significant of
our camping visitors were those that came from Western
Europe, as far north as Sweden and south to southern Italy.
These folks were most impressed by planning and layout of
our state parks. One visitor commented that "there was
space between his site and the next and no one was driving
tent pegs next to his" as it would be in his country.
We have been busy in the late summer and fall planting
shubbery that we obtained from the nursery at Kings
Mountain. We took a few bags of mortar mix and some
rocks that we picked up in the park and added to the height
of a few retaining walls on some of the walks. You would be
surprised to see how much it has enhanced the beauty of this
area.
A lot of hard work has gone into the area that was
devastated by the tornado in 1979. especially around
shelters A & B. Grass and trees that were planted are
beginning to take hold and grow despite drought and
vandalism. We all believe that this area will be one of the
most popular in the coming years.
The best of everything to everyone during the coming
holidays. Please stop by to see us when you are in the area.
DAVE BLACKWELL

Ranger

ROSE HILL
Seasons greetings from Rose Hill!
Time does march on and so must we. Jim and I are
presently in the midst of preparing for our Open House, set
for December 12 and 13. Now that the major renovation on
the mansion is completed, it should make the Open House
even more beautiful.
Although attendance has been down somewhat this year,
we expect to have a record crowd for the Open House.
My family and I plan to spend Christmas here. Of course,
the grandparents will be here, probably before Santa. Jim is
spending the holidays with his family in Columbia and
hopes to get lots of home cooked meals.
We extend to you and yours an invitation to visit Rose
Hill Open House, an event you will most assuredly enjoy.
Merry Christmas!
GERRY PERRY

Superintendent

(Attendance at the Christmas Open House totalled about
3,500 people for the two-day event. Our thanks to the ladies
from the Fairforest Chapter, DAR, for decorating the
mansion, and for serving as hostesses. —ED.)

The summer season has come and gone, and we are
making plans to visit with family and friends. The holiday
season will be different around the household this year with
the little one here now. He sure does keep mama and daddy
on their toes! With Christmas just around the corner,
grandma and grandpa can hardly wait to spoil him even
more!
T
Park visitation at Sadlers Creek has been down this year,
due mainly to Lake Hart well's Water level. The lake is down
almost 15 feet and dropping more everyday. The people of
Anderson County are still wondering who pulled the plug!
This part of the state has had one of the driest years in a long
time. Short rainfall not only has hurt the lake level but is
causing water supplies to dwindle.
We want to take this opportunity to wish all of the state
parks personnel a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
BROOKS M. JORDAN

Superintendent

TABLE ROCK
This time is the prettiest time of the year at Table
Rock. The colors of the leaves stand out like a brilliant
rainbow. Because of the dry weather, the colors weren't
quite as brilliant as in years past.
The cabins are staying busy, booked on weekends until
the first of the year and booking up in a hurry for the
summer months. Camping is slowing down with a few
people enjoying the cooler weather. The trails are still
heavily used with one good advantage. There haven't been
nearly as many people to get lost. Barnes Landscaping Co.
in Easly has done a lot of work on the trails to make hiking a
lot easier.
The lake has been restocked again after approximately
eight years. The problem with the gate on the dam has been
corrected. A new gate system was designed and built to
replace the old one. Hopefully the lake won't have to be
drained again.
Congratulations go to the newlyweds at Table Rock, Bill
and Rhonda Ramsey. They were married on October 17.
Welcome to the park family Rhonda! Charles and Diane
Love and children Crissie and Charles Jr. are getting settled
in at Table Rock. We welcome them and wish them the best.
Ray and Phyllis Goodwin are excited about their first baby
in January. James and Lucy Taylor and boys Brian and
Mark are all doing well. The Hendrix family, Jane, Jolie,.
Michelle Mike. Jr. and I are doing fine.
We are well into our winter work program with a lot of
improvements being made. We are all looking forward t4§
the holiday season. 1 hope that each of you has the happicsf
Christmas and New Year ever!
MIKE HENDRIfT

Superintendent

DISTRICT III— Seated, from left; James Taylor, Assistant Superintendent, Table Rock; Eddie Miller, Superintendent,
Paris Mountain; William Bullard, Superintendent, Caesars Head; John Rhodes, Superintendent, Keowee-Toxaway.
Standing, from left; Gerard Perry, Superintendent, Rose Hill; Carter Thomas, Superintendent, Pleasant Ridge; Mike
Hendrix, Superintendent, Table Rock; Bob Cothran, Superintendent, Oconee, Brooks Jordan, Superintendent, Sadlers
Creek; Ray Hayes, Superintendent, Croft; Horace Craig, District III Superintendent.

DISTRICTIV— Kneeling, from left;MelanieBrodie, Nursery Attendant, Kings Mountain; Ted Williams, Superintendent,
Hickory Knob; Roy Atkinson, Superintendent, Baker Creek; Charlie Parkman, District IV Superintendent.
Standing, from left; Charles Rainey, Assistant Superintendent, Kings Mountain; Wayne Timms, Superintendent, Chester;Joe
Hambright, Superintendent, Greenwood; MarshallBrucke, Superintendent, Landsford Canal; Lew Griffin, Superintendent,
Andrew Jackson; James Meadors, Superintendent, Sesquicentennial; Lew Cato, Superintendent, Kings Mountain; Steve
Edison, Superintendent, Hamilton Branch; Robert Parrish, Superintendent, Dreher Island; Mike Davidson, Lodge Manager,
Hickory Knob.

DISTRICT NEWS

Kings Mountain — Superintendent Cato has everyone
busy roofing buildings in Camp York, replacing deter
iorated lumber on several buildings, painting, potting
plants, and landscaping around the park.
Landsford Canal — Picnic facilities are nearing comple
tion while the staff continues work on the log cabin.
Sesqui — The train building is now complete and the
"Best Friend" has been repainted, Work on shelter roofs and
painting of several structures has everyone busy here.
In closing, many of you will be traveling to visit friends
and family during the holidays. Be careful and return safely.
Have a good time and a Merry Chrsitmas!
C.F. PARKMAN

District IV
With money in short supply, there have been several
budget cuts in our division which warrant additional
responsibilities from each employee. These responsibilities
require more effective planning of jobs and being more
aware of the small items necessary to complete a project.
Watch the utility use to reduce electrical and fuel costs.
Many parks have closed areas within their boundaries to
reduce electrical costs, clean up and maintenance cost, and
vehicle costs. Grouping of trash cans in an area allow fewer
stops and starts on vehicles. Several parks have parked one
or more vehicles. When there are no campers, cutting off hot
water heaters and electric heaters saves dollars. A number of
us sometimes think that we have reduced as much as we can,
but with additional thought given to each job, I'm sure we
can reduce more and still get the job done. Although money
is short, the following is a list of some of the projects being
worked on in District Four.
Andrew Jackson — Replacement of railings on a shelter
and repainting of Superintendent's residence has the staff
busy here.
Baker Creek — The repainting of several buildings and
replacement of flooring in the mobile home have kept
Supterintendent Atkinson and Ranger Nute busy.
Chester — Personnel here have replaced the bottom of the
ranger's residence, replaced some of the fencing around the
equestrian arena, and worked on shelter supports.
Dreher Island — YACC personnel and the park staff are
underbrushing new picnic areas, working on retain
ing walls in the parking lots, and amphitheater in the
campground. Contractors have completed the marina
complex and two shelters. Additional shelters, restrooms
and campground facilities are still under construction with
completion expected in the every near future.
Greenwood — Erosion control work, regrating the
showers, painting, roofing of store, and landscaping with
plants from Kings Mountain have kept the staff busy.
Hamilton Beach — Interior and exterior painting of
comfort stations, one residence, and picnic area restrooms
have everyone busy here.
Hickory Knob — Operation of the restaurant is now
being done by our division instead of a lease arrangement.
To do this required much work on everyones part. On a
couple of occasions when the staff came to work, it was
thirty-six hours before they were off again. This also
included Mr. Sisk, Mr. Kolb, Jim King, and myself. To
everyone I extend my thanks for a super job.

District IV Superintendent

SERVICE AND SUPPLY
Since the last issue of Park Lites, things at the Service
and Supply Center have been humming. We are receiving a
lot of requisitions for maintenance supplies, including paint,
etc. Some of the special items you need we are having to
order and sometimes it takes a while to get them in, but be
patient and they will be coming to you. This would be a good
time for you to take a good look at your mowing equipment,
and anything that needs repairs. Try to get it in to us as soon
as possible, with a complete list of what is wrong so we can
get it repaired over the winter. I know some of you are still
cutting grass, but as soon as you can, send it in. We have had
a few problems with color selection of paint, but I think we
have most of them solved by now. Please us a Cameo chart
when you select colors and let us know if it is for interior or
exterior use. If I can be of any help to any of you, feel free to
call me at any time. I would rather not talk about the current
football season.
LEONARD C. JONES

Superintendent

ANDREW JACKSON
The beautiful weather of this past summer kept our
overall visitation and total revenue about the same at last
year, with the exception of our camping revenue which was
slightly lower.
We were able to complete the construction on our stone
walled planter in addition to keeping up with our regular
park duties. Our winter work projects are also under way.
I am a new employee with the Parks, having started work
in April. I am from Dillon, having moved to Marion in 1974
where I met and married the former Cindy Huggins. We are
the proud parents of two children; Michael, age 3 years and
Elizabeth, born October 31, 1981.
TONY HUGGINS

Ranger

DISTRICT IV NEWS CONTINUED

BAKER CREEK

W

e here at Baker Creek are getting along fine since the
last time you heard from us. We are trying to get all of our
winter projects completed as soon as possible.
We have really begun getting ready for all the holidays.
David Nute, who transferred from Charles Towne Landing
to Baker Creek about a year ago, is alive and well. He is
planning to go to Charles T owne around the first of the year.
Davis was transplanted from Washington State to Charles
Towne about 13 years ago. Since David's arrival to Baker
Creek, he has picked up some strange habits. He has a
television that is not really a television. When you turn the
knob on it, it becomes a terrarium!
He has become a source of transporation to Charles
Towne Landingfora couple of rattlesnakes. David haseven
discovered a long lost sister that hedid not know he had. Her
name is Cheryl Foster and she lives in Wichita, Kansas.
Between finding his sisterand his new love, I can't get him to
do anything right!
1 would like to say that my wife, Wendy; my little girl,
Katie, who is three years old; and my son, Lee, who is two
years old, are all doing fine. We plan to stay on the park
through Thanksgiving, but plan to go to Darlington during
the Christmas holidays. By the time this article comes out,
all the holidays will be over. Wendy has gone back to school,
which is something she has wanted to do for a longtime. She
is taking Data Processingand is really excited about it. 1 am
too, even if it means more babysitting, which 1 don]t mind.
1 have finally acquired a boat and hope to be doing a lot of
fishing if the water ever comes back up. I am sure that most
of you know that the water in Clarks Hill Lake is down
about 12 '/2 feet.
The lake level has really affected the camping here at
Baker Creek. It is off about 650 units. The campers we do
have are staying longer than they did last year. Most of our
campers have camped here many times before. I have
noticed that we have a lot of campers from Florida, and that
most of them stay three or four days.

Depsite the low lake level, the day use at Baker Creek has
not been affected. The number of fishermen using the park's
two ramps is up about 13,500. Our picnicking has increased
by about 13,000 people over last year. The total park
visitation is up about 64,000 people. Along with the increase
in visitation, there is an increase in the work load on David
and myself. They keep putting trash down and we keep
picking it up!
See ya'll later.
ROY ATKINSON

Superintendent

CHESTER
Shelters and the recreation building stay booked up
with reservations for family reunions, church and club
picnics, etc. Camping has been doing well with several trailer
clubs holding their campouts at the park.
Hunting season is in full swing and many deer are being
killed. 1 think there were more deer killed during the bow
season.
Ranger Corley and wife Cathy will going to Lexington,
S.C. for the holidays. The Timms family will be going to
Clover S.C. and Charlotte, N.C. to visit parents and friends
for the holiday season.
Merry Christmas and God Bless everyone.
WAYNE TIMMS

Superintendent

DREHER ISLAND
A s the Holiday seasons of Christmas and New Years
approach, the park personnel at Dreher Island look forward
to time spent with families and friends.
Progress continues on the development of new facilities
on the park. Upon completion of the present construction,
we will have a total of 38 buildings. These buildings broken
down into use areas include: 14 picnic shelters at 7 separate
picnic areas, a bath house and swimming area, 95 RV
campsites, 16 tent sites, 5 comfort stations, 7 rest stations, 1
camper recreation building, 1 community recreation build
ing, a 50 slip marina, tackle shop and gas dock. Other
support buildings are 3 residences, maintenance area, waste
treatment facility with 13 lift stations, contact station and
park office.
Park use continues to increase with each year's operation.
Total park use up 12%; total revenue up 45%. The new
facilities opening for the 81-82 year will surely show
increases in both areas of revenue and park use.
We at Dreher Island, would like to wish you all a joyous
holiday season and a prosperous and happy new year.

" This used to he our swimming area, "remarked Baker Creek Superinten
dent Roy Atkinson!

R.F. PARRISH

Superintendent

GREENWOOD
Usually this time of year, things have slowed to a
complete stand still around Lake Greenwood. This fall has
been completely different. First, we have several new faces
on the park this fall. Greg Snider and his wife, Denise, joined
the park system family in September. Ranger II, Ron
Kimberly finally got tired of his own cooking and high
telephone bills, and got married on October 17. He had his
wedding on the park at the point of #1 picnic area. It was a
beautiful wedding, then he spent his honeymoon visiting
several state parks. Welcome to park life, Jane!
We also happen to be one of the very few lakes in the
upstate that has a plentiful supply of water. We have had a
significant increase in fishing tournaments. We are also
getting a number of fishermen camping with us that usually
camp at other lakes.
Camping is the only statistic that is showing an increase
this year. There seems to be several trends beginning. Local
people seem to be camping longer, but they are bringing
more supplies with them and buying less from our trading
post. We are seeing more young couples with small children
tent camping. Recently we have had an influx of visitors
from Florida and the Northern states camping at the park,
while looking for jobs and homes in this area. They think
that our weather and cost of living are very advantageous.
Park visitation is down approximately 23% from last year. I
feel that most of this decrease is due to the rains we had
during the first part of the summer, and also to the decrease
in the numbers of teenagers riding on weekends. The latter
has been a big relief for park personnel. We had fewer
complaints about this than ever before.
If any of you happen to be in the area, we would surely
enjoy your stopping by to chat awhile.
As we enter this holiday season, best wishes from all of us
at Greenwood to each of our friends throughout the system.
JOE HAMBRIGHT

Superintendent

HAMILTON BRANCH
The cost of living has increased over the past year and
the waters of the Clarks Hill have steadily dropped. These
two factors have contributed to the decline in the park
visitation this season. The visitors that have been attending
the park have been deer hunters, fishermen, and the regular
local campers, who stay for months at a time. By the time
this issue reaches the parks, I look to see our camping at a
stand still unless we have alot of needed rain.
The park personnel seem to be happyjust knowing we still
have work to be done. The Corps of Engineers have
submitted a forest management plan to PRT to thin out the
park this winter. The plan has been approved and the
bidding is underway to remove about 900 cords of wood
from the park.
Charles Sloan and his wife, Betty, are pleased to have
their oldest son, Frank, home from Korea. Frank has been
stationed in Korea with the Air Force and will soon be
stationed in Texas.
I would like to extend congratulations to Ricky Freeman
and financee, who have set a wedding date in December of
this year.

On October 25th my wife, Daphne and I were blessed with
a healthy 9 lb. 3 oz. baby girl, whom we named Lauren
Alexis Edison.
Our family would like to extend a safe and good year to
everyone, wishing you God's blessing!
STEVEN R. EDISON

Superintendent

HICKORY KNOB
Hickory Knob park staff wants to wish everyone a
very joyous holiday season. With 32 permanent employees,
we will not tell about everybody's personal plans for the
holidays, but we are looking forward to spending our
holiday season with our families and friends.
Here at Hickory Knob, there are several changes in
personnel and in the park. The park system has taken over
the restaurant as of November 1. This means new faces and
also tired faces for our staff until this new venture settles
down.
Two new faces in the restaurant are the managers. Linda
McComb, a native of McCormick, who presently lives in
Greenwood, is one of our new managers. She graduated
from USC this past year, and is quite enthusiastic in her
work here at Hickory Knob. Linda is an avid fan of good
movies, and enjoys the outdoors.
Mary Eddie Lindley is our other new restaurant manager.
She has been the Food Service Director at McCormick
Schools for the past 12 years. She desires to provide a
pleasant atmosphere with quality food and make the
restaurant here at Hickory Knob a successful venture. Mary
Eddie has four children, Barnie, age 20, Becky, age 18,
Wendy, age 17, and Wesley, age 15. Her hobbies include
cooking, music, and meeting new people. She also likes
football, especially those Clemson Tigers.
Another new face in our park family is Pam Beasley, a
native of Morehead City, North Carolina, who has been
brought aboard as the new park recreator. She received her
B.S. in recreation from Western Kentucky, and is currently
completing her graduate work in Recreation and Park
Administration at Clemson University. Pam enjoys water
activities such as sailing, skiing and fishing, so a move to
Clarks Hill Lake was a pleasant one for her.
Keith Brown, a native of McCormick, is the new tackle
shop operator for Hickory Knob. Keith is in "deer heaven"
right now, since he enjoys hunting as well as fishing as
favorite pastimes.
We would like also to welcome Kris Hightower to our
park family. He has just recently transferred from Cheraw
State Park and became our new PM A. Kris is a '77 graduate
of Clemson University with a B.S. in RPA, and enjoys
woodworking, long distance bicycle riding, and is presently
restoring a 1969 Lincoln Continental.
The golf course has set the opening date for April 1, 1982
so Randy Long and his crew are busily working to make our
golf course the most impressive in the state.
The 20 new lodge rooms and 2 meeting rooms are
anticipated to be completed by April 1, 1982. The land
scaping of the waterfront area by the construction site is
making these accommodations very desirable.

DISTRICT IV NEWS CONTINUED

One may think the summer is over and now we would
finally get some peace and solitude this winter. Well, maybe
Hickory Knob may see some solitude by winter of '83, but
life at Hickory Knob is still 'hectic' with our changing
facilities.
Again, may the park staff at Hickory Knob take this
opportunity to send their season's greetings to the park
families, and Merry Christmas to all!

From the Oneppo and Brucke families, we wish each of
you a very Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year.
MARSHALL L. BRUCKE

Superintendent

PAM BEASLEY

Park Recreator

SESQUICENTENNIAL

Ni

KINGS MOUNTAIN
Another year is almost gone. Personnel at Kings
Mountain are "taking a breather" from our busy summer
schedule. We have no major winter work projects so we are
spending our time landscaping and working at those small
jobs that are always pushed aside for the more urgent tasks.
The 1981 Pioneer Days and Muzzleleaders'Conclave was
a great success. Each year the attendance grows as more and
more people become aware of the Living Farm. Daily
attendance at the farm has increased due mainly to our
mini-conclaves. These mini-conclaves during summer week
ends demonstrate soap-making, cooking, weaving and
dyeing material. We plan to continue these next spring. We
are also planning a Christmas carol singing at the farm with
area schools and church groups participating.
Best wishes during the holiday season and the coming new
year.
LEW CATO

Superintendent

LANDSFORD CANAL

Nc

I ow that the summer season is behind us and all the
park personnel are well into their winter work programs, it's
hard to believe that another season is behind us, and we're
near the brink of another year — another season. Many of
our park visitors are local and visit the park almost daily to
watch the progress on the shelter, restroom and cabin that is
under construction and near completion. With the many
compliments we have received on the progress that has been
accomplished at Landsford this year, we're anxious for
completion and the park visitor to put all these things to
good use.
Ranger Donald Oneppo and Lloyd King are to be
complimented for the outstanding work they have done and
continue to do at the park. The youngest resident at
Landsford Canal, Angelia Oneppo, will celebrate her first
birthday December 7th, just prior to Santa's visit. Santa will
find two stockings hanging by our chimney for our two
granddaughters.

I ineteen eighty one has been an eventful year at
Sesqui. It has been the most trying from my personal point
of view since I've been with PRT. Nothing major went
wrong, just a combination of disrupting factors kept
operations from being as smooth as usual.
An experimental research project in the use of Ethanol in
our mowers and one truck has been under way all summer.
Problems in this program left us without the use of one truck
during our peak season and we had to Bush Hog some areas
usually cut by mowers. The project is still active but we don't
need the mowers now and the truck is being utilized some at
present.
Both of our trucks were involved in accidents at different
times and each spent a couple of weeks in body shops when
we needed them most.
We've had 50,000 more visitors than last year at this time
but we had two less people on the summer staff as did most
of the parks under the personnel cut-back. In addition to this
we were short one Ranger most of the summer. Gus Krajcik
retired in June and by the time all applications were
processed, Rod Corley was promoted to fill Krajcik's
position, Ray Canada promoted to take Rod's place and
Ray Owens employed to fill Canada's job, the big rush was
over.
Our train "shed" has been enlarged into a train "barn"and
the "Best Friend" is sporting a brilliant new paint job. Other
materials are being completed for display in the building.
The YACC residential program has been phased out.
Corps members now commute to and from work. The
YACC Dormitory is being used at present by Rangers
attending the Basic Maintenance Course conducted by Jim
Work and Vandell Davis.
The annual day of Thanksgiving has come and gone, and
regardless of our many trials and tribulations, we do have so
very much to be thankful for; family, friends, freedom and a
Job. Cherish the job; many people would like to have one.
From Sesqui we wish everyone a wonderful and happy
holiday season. Ranger Rod Corley will be spending
Thanksgiving and Christmas with Mother and family in
Clinton. Ranger Ray Canada plans Christmas in Dallas,
Texas with Mother and family. Ranger Ray Owens'holiday
plans are incomplete at this time. My wife Ila and I will
spend the holidays in the park with our children, Susan and
Jimmy and grandson Dale Barkley, Jr. You're all welcome
to drop in.
YE OLDE SESQUI SCRIBE,
JIM MEADOWS

Superintendent

THE ENGINEERING SECTION

DREHER ISLAND STATE PARKA LONG TIME IN COMING
The final construction at Dreher Island State Park is
racing to the finish line after years of alternating work and
delays.
On May 10, 1968 the PRT Commission agreed to lease
345 acres from South Carolina Electric and Gas Company
(SCE & G) including a peninsula and two scenic islands in
the upper reaches of Lake Murray. A joint news release in
August of that year stated, "We are particularly interested in
this development because we believe it will aid substantially
in stimulating more private recreation development in the
Lake Murray area." Many residents of the midlands became
excited with the prospect of a park on this site.
Funds were obtained from the State in the form of
permanent improvement bonds and from the Federal
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation as a fifty percent matching
grant. The PRT staff began the initial plans for a resort type
park. The architectural firm of Liles, Bissett, Carlisle, and
Wolff and the engineering firm of Wilbur Smith and
Associates were granted contracts for the detailed design of
the park. LBC & W went out of business and WSA picked
up the entire contract at a later date.
The original concept of the park was more comprehensive
in scale than the final development. A golf course, lodge,
and "boat-tel" (read that "boat motel") were envisioned for
the Phase III development. Automobiles were to be pro
hibited and all transportation to the park was to be by tram
or boat. Later considerations eliminated these facets of the
park.
settlement agreement was made by PRT, SCE & G, and
The original Phase I and Phase II plans were carried out
' FPC after PRT showed that proper design procedures were
with adjustments required by the change in the park's
followed, environmental impact and health regulations were
concept. Phase I included 30 campsites, boat ramps, and
all met, and Phase III was deleted.
breakwater, tackle shop, maintenance area, residences, au A
Construction began again by Epting Ballenger in 1977.
canal and bridge, water and wastewater facilities, com
Boozer, Wharton, and Zeigler Construction also started on
munity-recreation building, overlook area, parking lots,
the water and sewer facilities that year. R.S. Weeks Con
picnic areas, and rest stations. Phase II included a bath
struction began the Phase I buildings in 1978. Phase I was
house, more picnic areas, 50 boat docking slips, an 83 site
completed by the end of 1979.
campground and a primitive Scout camping area.
During 1980 detailed design work resumed for Phase II.
During World War II, the island was used by General
Numerous new regulations had to be met and the plans and
Doolittle's bombers as practice targets for their famous raid
specifications made the rounds through the U.S. Army
on Tokyo. Thousands of practice bombs continued to be
Corps of Engineers, the S.C. Water Resources Commission,
dropped from B-25 bombers between 1942 and 1947.
four Divisions of the Department of Health and Environ
Several clearing operations were conducted by the Army
mental Control, and the State Engineers Office.
after the war to remove unexploded bombs from the island.
Construction resumed in earnest in 1981 on Phase II.
When plans were began for the Park, 195 soldiers from Fort
Moose-Zipf Construction, R.S. Weeks Construction,
Bragg, North Carolina again searched the area with metal
Meeco Marinas, Tyler Construction, Crown Construction,
detectors to recover all fragments and duds.
and Bailey Brazell Construction have all been working on
In 1972, work began on Phase I with a contract with
various phases so that quite a circus has been on the park
Epting Ballenger Corporation for roads, boat ramps, docks,
this year.
canal, and a bridge. This work begun under the original
The Heritage, Conservation, and Recreation Service
concept of "no vehicles" and included massive parking lots
(formerly the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation) notified PRT
and a one-lane bridge for the tram and service vehicles.
that all the Federal funds would have to be spent by
Today all the traffic to the big island crosses the one-lane
December 31, 1981. The word went out to all involved with
bridge, with the Park system's only traffic signal controlling
the project that no more delays could be allowed. Construc
the direction of the traffic.
tion is proceeding rapidly at this moment and everyone is of
Work on the Epting Ballenger contract was stopped by
two minds about the weather. South Carolina desperately
litigation with the Federal Power Commission. The FPC,
needs rain, but Dreher Island needs a continued drought
now called the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, is
until New Years Day!
charged with overseeing SCE & G in its operation of Lake
Murray. A group of concerned citizens had filed a motion
JOE M. BARRON
with the FPC to stop all construction on Lake Murray until
Engineering Coordinator
water quality and land use decisions were made. A final

MAINTENANCE SCHOOL

A WORTHWHILE
LEARNING PROCESS
The PRT maintenance school seems to be one of the
longest running shows around. The critics are still giving it
good reviews and I think it will continue to be successful as
long as we continue to hire rangers of the highest quality.
The school involves more than just the basics in carpentry,
electrical and plumbing. It also included an introduction to
maintenance orientated reference material, (nobody could
remember everything involved!) and an enthusiastic view
point of maintenance (If this will do good, what will do
better with less money?!)
Hopefully a thought process is started in our rangers
which will stand them in good stead the rest of their lives.
Re: a problem exists, how can I fix it? What will I use? What
will it look like? Where will I get the materials? Who will
help me if 1 need help? When does it need to be done?
In summary, the PRT Basic Maintenance Training
Course covers a lot of ground in a very short while and seems
to open a lot doors for all who attend.
JAMES W. WORK

Chief of Maintenance

Maintenance school trainees study framing techniques.

Park rangers that attended this fall's Maintenance School included: from left, James Work, Chief of Maintenance: Ray Owen, Sesqui: Ray Goodwin, Table
Rock: Tom Perry, Dreher Island: Stephen Berry Kings Mountain: Randy Jackson, Little Pee Dee; Mike Limehouse, Givhans Ferry; TimRavenell, Poinsett;
Rick Smith, Lee; Mike Caulder, Pleasant Ridge; Bill Rampey, Table Rock; Suzanne Fowler, Edisto Beach; Vandell Davis, Assistant Chief of Maintenance.

CONSTRUCTION NEWS

WATER QUALITYIT'S OUR JOB TO PROTECT
One of the less obvious but basic aspects of any park in
the system is sewage treatment and disposal (commonly
referred to as wastewater treatment).
Along with the need of facilities to treat sewage is the need
of trained personnel to properly operate and manage the
systems. As state regulations grow tighter and technology
turned out more sophisticated treatment systems, the
Division of State Parks recognized the need for licensed
operators and established the Wastewater Operators Train
ing School.
William R. Jennings, now Director of the Planning
Division of PRT, instructed the first class in wastewater
training in 1972. Since this time, the school has been held on
a yearly basis.
The training sessions themselves consist of lectures by the
instructor, guest speakers, problem-solving sessions and a
tour of the Columbia Wastewater Treatment Facility.
Topics of discussion range from septic tanks with drainfields
to lagoons to activated sludge plants with many other
associated subjects covered in between.
Although not the primary objective of the course, a major
consideration is making adequate information available to
the participations to allow them to pass the state exam(s).
All participants — past, present, and future — should keep
in mind the primary goal of the course, i.e., the elimination
of any pollution discharge from our facilities.
BILL McMEEKIN

State Parks Engineer

PROGRAMS SECTION

I he Programs Section is pleased that Lew Cato is the
recipient of the 1981 Robert J. Papenfus Programs Achieve
ment Award.
While Lew prefers to avoid the limelight, he is dedicated
to making every project with which he is associated as
successful as possible. His preparation and behind the
scenes coordination have been major factors in the success
we have enjoyed with the annual Pioneer Days, the Up
Country Lifestyles weekend and numerous other projects
during the past several years.
Upon receiving the 1981 Programs Achievement Award,
Lew's only response was..."Inever won anything in my life."
Lew, you did not win this award... you earned it.
Congratulations!

RECENT PROGRAMS:
The 1981 Holiday Creations Program was recently com
pleted at Hickory Knob. Response was good again, especial
ly considering the short time we had to prepare for the
program.
Much credit is due to Don Holloway, Mike Clark, Roger
Artis, and Ted Williams for serving as instructors for several
of the classes; to Mike Davidson and his staff for the on-site
preparation; to Pam Beasley for her significant contribu
tions in all phases of the program; to Bernice Holloway for
her help in publicizing the program and accommodating the
instructors; and to the entire Hickory Knob staff for serving
as gracious hosts and helping create the festive, holiday
mood.
Much has been said of the success of some of our larger
events such as the Atalaya Festival, Pioneer Days, or any of
the Lifestyles Programs. The influence that these activities
have on park use is self-evident. I was surprised recently to
see the tremendous interest generated by one of our
"smaller" activities.
The Fall Color Walks have been geared to accommodate
fewer than 200 people. But with a limited amount of
publicity about this activity, the State Parks Division was
soon the acknowledged "authority" on the leaf season.
Naturalists Joe Watson and John Reid Clonts were inun
dated with inquiries from folks planning a weekend retreat
to the mountains. John was interviewed several times by
radio and newspaper reporters.
The State newspaper thought enough ol the program to
list it as a "best bet" for the weekend of October 17-18. This
is a good example of the State Parks Division benefitting
from the strong public interest in a natural phenomenon to
generate publicity as well as enhancing the experience of the
weekend visitor to Caesars Head, Table Rock and Oconee
State Parks.

SUPERINTENDENT'S CONFERENCE:
It is always good to have the opportunity to meet with the
Superintendents at the annual meeting. I was impressed by
several things this year. The trend toward landscaping and
beautifying the parks is no longer a gradual trend. This
appeared to be the dominant subject in the various reports
by District Superintendents.
There has been a noticeable improvement in the quality of
slides also. Perhaps the past photography workshops are
taking an effect.
Congratulations to District IV for winning the 1981
Olympics competition.
To all of you from all of us, "HAPPY HOLIDAYS".
DAN TURPIN
Programs Coordinator

HOLIDAY CREATIONS WORKSHOP - HICKORY KNOB

PLAYGROUND CONSTRUCTION AND DESIGN

1 o the park visitor, the sight of an attractive, well
maintained playground is a welcome one. This is particu
larly true of families with children who will see a playground
as an opportunity for their children to enjoy a good time
outdoors. However, the factors that go into the design,
purchase, construction and maintenance of playground
equipment go largely unnoticed by most people. Wood
deterioration, subtle safety features and relative play values
are just some of the factors governing the selection of
playground equipment.
The major consideration in buying or building play
ground equipment is how well it will hold up over a long
period of time. The measure of a particular woods'ability to
survive decay, insects, and deterioration is durability. There
are several factors which may cause wood to deteriorate, but
the prime culprit is moisture. The problem of moisture
becomes even more serious if cracks or splits develop,
allowing moisture to penetrate deep inside. Major cracks
and splits in wood occur during the natural drying process
and can be avoided by using kiln-dried lumber which has
been pressure treated. The problem with pressure-treated
lumber is that typically the treatment will only penetrate the
wood Vi to 1 inch. If cracks and splits occur which go deeper
than the treatment has penetrated, it renders the wood
unsuitable because it will decay from the inside out. The
U.S. Department of Agriculture's Forest Products Labora
tory has recommended that the best wood to use for pressure
treatment is Southern Yellow Pine. Advantages are that
SYP is easily available and relatively inexpensive.
The alternative to pressure-treated lumber is to use a
wood which is naturally decay resistant. In this category the
Forest Products Lab rates Redwood, Baldcypress, and
Western Red Cedar the best. Redwood rates highest because
of its low moisture content (less chance of shrinkage and
therefore cracks and splitting), high decay and insect
resistence. Another advantage is its attractive appearance

although it is more expensive and must be shipped great
distances.
After discovering the proper wood use, safety becomes
the all-important consideration. While wanting to offer
excitement and challenge to the child's play experience, it is
important to design and purchase safe equipment. Impor
tant factors to consider are: types of connectors, braces and
hardware used (sharp edges), side rails on slides, roofs which
are not easy to climb onto, equipment which is not too
challenging for the children who will use it. Along with these
safety factors goes the need to properly check and maintain
existing equipment. Liability problems can arise should a
child be injured while playing on a piece of equipment which
has not been properly maintained.
A third important factor to consider in purchasing and
building play equipment is the play value of a particular
piece. This can tend to be a rather subjective judgement, but
several factors dictate relative play values. Typically, we
want to offer a piece which is challenging but safe. It is also
important not to duplicate play pieces on a large play
structure. Variety is important but needs to be achieved
without packing a play structure with too many things to do.
It can look cluttered and present a safety hazzard.
In bringing all these factors together and deciding
whether to build or buy, it's important to consider the needs
we are trying to meet. Will this be for older or younger
children, how much space is available, budget, and what is
the potential usage? With these considerations in mind as
well as a knowledge of woods available, safety features and
play values, it will be possible to provide the best piece of
playground equipment, reasonably priced, safe and fun to
use.
PHIL HEYDT

State Park Recreator

HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS - NUMBER 6

CHRISTMAS PAST
/\ll of us are only too familiar with the hustle and
bustle of the modern holiday season; with the steady
bombardment of ads and hucksterism that begins before
Thanksgiving and ends at New Year's with hardly a
moment's rest in between. Today we don't bat an eye at pink
Christmas trees that contain more polymers than tannenbaum, or at Santas decked out like red velvet Willie Nelsons.
In fact, there is little we can do to alter the pace or style of
contemporary holiday celebrations, but at least through the
vehicle of our imagination and with a visit to our historic
sites we can briefly turn back the hands of time to glimpse,
some of the beautiful and not so beautiful practices of
Christmases past.

Christmas was the major holiday for eighteenth and
nineteenth century South Carolinians of the wealthy class.
At a place like Hampton Plantation, a low country rice
plantation, where winter was the time when malaria, bugs,
snakes, weather, and alligators were most tolerable, the
owner, his friends, and relatives would gather for a vacation
period that extended over several weeks. There would be
daily hunting trips for duck and deer, and nightly parties
and dances. The house was decorated throughout with holly
and yellow jasmine vines, and the guests would glide, at
twilight, up the river to the mansion on small barges
illuminated with torches and festooned with greenery.
The same sort of elaborate holiday activities would have
taken place at Redcliffe and Rose Hill, our other historic
state parks that were former plantations. Elaborate feasts
were laid out at Redcliffe where the black cooks prepared
every known dish of the Southern cuisine, all of which were
washed down with libations from the extensive wine cellars
kept by the plantation masters. The men and women of that
more active age would consume and imbibe dinners that
would incapacitate us today and still have energy to waltz to
the latest tune from Europe or gather for some first-rate
gossip while they worked on their digestion and cirrhosis.
A glimpse at the holiday decorations and genteel manners
of that bygone era can still be viewed today as the talented
ladies of the Fairforest Chapter of the D.A.R. garb Rose
Hill and themselves in a fashion that imitates their noted
ancestors. These ladies, who have been instrumental in
making Rose Hill what it is today, devote the first part of
each December to decorating the house and grounds with
the natural materials favored a century ago. The success of
their efforts can be seen in the faces of the eight thousand
plus visitors who tour the house the weekend the ladies are
on duty.
Before we leave our visit to the past we should remember
that not all our ancestors shared in such elaborate festivites.
For the upcountry farmers of places like Oconee Station and
Kings Mountain the holiday season would have been
celebrated in a less lavish, but still joyful manner. In most
rural communities the emphasis was on a shared experience
for the area families. Gathered together, away from the
winter chill, they would join in meals and dance and song.
Finally, for the third of the state that was in slavery prior
to 1863 the holiday represented little special in a material
sense. We know, for instance, that at Redcliffe Christmas
for the slaves consisted of a three day holiday from work, a
meal of barbecue with coffee as a special treat, and a new
blanket for each-child. Interestingly, the ex-slaves in their
memoirs remembered the Christmas season as a time of
great joy, fellowship, and community.
Perhaps this should be a lesson we bring away from our
brief look backwards. Christmas doesn't depend solely on
finery and fancy meals. Rather, it is a time to come together
as social animals to buffer ourselves against the dark and the
cold, and contemplate the new birth and opportunities that
await us in the coming year. Enjoy the holidays.
MARION EDMONDS

Historic Research Coordinator

NATURALIST S NOTEBOOK NUMBER 6

THE
SOUTH CAROLINA COASTAL PLAIN
(Second in a series of five articles on the Natural History of
South Carolina.)
The Coastal Plain Province, youngest of South Caro
lina's four physiographic provinces, stretches eastward from
the Sandhills to the Atlantic Ocean and contains over fiftythree percent of South Carolina's total land mass. With its
relatively narrow elevation range, the Coastal Plain has a
nearly flat topography. Rocks in the region are almost
exclusively sedimentary and are composed of sands, silts
and clays. These sedimentary beds overlap each other in the
sequence in which they are laid down and tend to slope
gently seaward. Deposits of clay, sand and limestone are
mined throughout the Coastal Plain with most pure sands
being restricted to the Sandhills Province. Stream erosion
has greatly affected soils in the Coastal Plain, especially in
the upper portion while sedimentation and poor drainage
characterize the soils of the lower portion. Some of the most
intensive agricultural activity in South Carolina occurs in
the upper Coastal Plain, while forests dominate the land
scape in the lower Coastal Plain. Rainfall averages 45 to 60
inches annually, with the greatest concentration being near
the coast.
The upper Coastal Plain has been cut and altered by
extensive erosion to the point that its original surface is
obscure. Much of the upper Coastal Plain is presumed to be
the remains of a broad, nearly flat plateau which has been
cut by streams since the time it was exposed from the sea.
Step-like terraces descend from the upper Coastal Plain to
the coast reflecting the migration of the sea across South
Carolina. During the Ice Ages, sea level rose and fell a
number of times in response to the freezing and melting of
continental glaciers and the polar ice caps. Since the time
that sea level has stabilized, numerous streams have eroded
portions of the upper Coastal Plain, while creating deeper
deposits in the lower Coastal Plain.
The present coastline continues to undergo significant
change, principally due to erosion. The latest of the Coastal
Plain terraces to be exposed is characterized by extensive
areas of salt water marshlands. Land directly facing the
ocean has developed characteristic beaches and the northern
most third of South Carolina's coastline is a great arcshaped section of beach commonly referred to as the Grand
Strand. In this region, the beach is broken only by occas
sional inlets, while south of Georgetown, the coast is
interrupted by numerous bays and inlets. It is in this region
that barrier islands have developed although tidal influences
tend to discourage the formation of long barrier islands
which are characteristic of the shoreline north of South
Carolina. Beaches and dunes have developed on most of our
barrier islands although this development is less significant
than that along the northern coastline.
The entire Coastal Plain lies within the broad, forested
area known as the Southeastern Evergreen Forest Region.
This forest region is considered historically to consist of
great expanses of Southern magnolia and various bays
along stream courses and in alluvial floodplains, pine forests
on the uplands and stands of live oaks along the immediate

coast, each contributing to the evergreen character of the
region. Today the Coastal Plain is a land of swamps, rivers,
floodplain forests, extensive bays and pine forests. Some
lands have been cleared and are now agricultural, especially
in the upper Coastal Plain, but vast swamplands remain
heavily wooded. In these lowland swamps one may still find
conditions approaching wilderness. Travel on foot in these
areas is difficult - nearly impossible in places - a factor which
contributed significantly to patterns of early settlements of
South Carolina. Nearly all early settlement in the Coastal
Plain was confined to river courses since navigation was the
most effective mode of transportation.
The swamp forests of South Carolina consist primarily of
stands of cypress and tupelo which are usually flooded for
most of the year. Floodplains are closely associated with
these swamplands and at certain times of the year the two
are difficult to separate. Most of our swamplands and
floodplains have been logged, especially for the removal of
cypress.
Francis Beidler Forest — the National Audubon Sanc
tuary in Four Holes Swamp — has been preserved as the
best existing example of swamp forest in the South and the
National Park Service is presently moving to preserve the
Congaree Swamp National Monument as one of the best
examples of a floodplain forest.
Aquatic habitats are especially diverse in the South
Carolina Coastal Plain. In addition to swamplands and
floodplain forests, freshwater marshes are relatively exten
sive as remnants of the earlier rice growing industry. There
are few natural lakes of any significant size in the Coastal
Plain, although many smaller lakes and ponds are scattered
throughout the region. Natural bodies of water include
those formed in Carolina bays and lime sinks. Carolina bays
are elliptic depressions of unknown geological origin which
dot the Coastal Plain of the two Carolinas and Georgia.
Remarkably uniform, these bays all have a northwestsouthwest orientation and characteristic sand rims. Most
bays have been drained and are now agricultural lands while
a few have been preserved in a near natural state. Woods
Bay State Park contains one of the best examples of a wet
Carolina Bay to be found. In areas where significant
deposits of limestone are found, the terrain is frequently
marked with irregular depressions called lime sinks. These
features result when limestone — which is easily leached
—dissolves, causing the soil above it to cave in. Santee State
Resort Park lies in an area where limesinks are particularly
abundant. Limestone deposits in the Coastal Plain are the
remains of great accumulations of marine organisms left
behind when the ocean receded. Much fossil material
remains in these lime deposits as remnants of that previous
era.
The most diverse vegetation in the Coastal Plain is that of
her waterways and the adjacent moist regions. Bluffs
overlooking the rivers and streams are dominated by a
mixture of hardwoods and the cypress and tupelo of the
swamplands and floodplains reflect the optimum develop
ment of forests in this region. Upland forests, largely
dominated by mixed species of pine, are the rule for drier
soils in South Carolina's Coastal Plain. On sandy soils,
especially near the coast, one finds stands of longleaf pine
with an understory of scrub oaks, while richer soils are
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vegetated in forests dominated by loblolly pine. These
forests are often quite dense with well developed understories. These are the heavily logged and agricultural lands
of the Coastal Plain with only trace remnants of their
original character in evidence. The best evidences of each of
the upland forest types found in the Carolina Low country
are probably to be found in the Francis Marion National
Forest. Many of the pine forests native to the state are
fire-maintained in nature. Throughout their history, these
forests have been exposed to periodic occurrences of fire
which eliminates understory competition. Most pinelands
are artificially burned today to maintain their natural
character.
Several significant forest types are scattered throughout
the Coastal Plain but are limited in their development.
Forests dominated by slash pine and palmetto reach their
northern limit in the southern part of the state. One of the
best remaining examples of slash pine — palmetto forest is
that on Hunting Island. Savannahs are relatively flat areas
with scattered trees and a lush ground cover of mixed species
of grasses. Some of the rarest plants in the state are found in
these savannahs, which may be either wet or dry types
depending on local drainage patterns. Pocosins are areas of
thick shrub and viney vegetation, usually without a treefilled canopy. Pocosins and savannahs are found through
out the lower Coastal Plain and into the upper Coastal
Plain. These areas are becoming increasingly scarce as
agriculture encroaches and they do not presently constitute
much of the state's land mass.
Coastal Carolina may be thought of as a vast inter
mingling of ocean and land. Here the mixing of warm saline
waters from the Atlantic with silt-laden fresh waters from

the upland has helped to create a rich and diverse estuarine
environment. Along the northern coastline, wave action, the
configuration of the Continental Shelf and the absence of
silt carrying rivers has restricted the development of estua
ries, but the remainder of the coast is protected by a series of
barrier islands and shows development of extensive salt
water marshes. These shallow, mucky flats, inundated twice
daily by tidal action, are the key to productivity in most
ocean systems. Marshes develop wherever water is shallow
and relatively well protected. These vast acres of smooth
cordgrass are the most productive habitats in the world.
They contribute directly or indirectly to the development or
feeding of the great majority of marine creatures.
Vegetation along the coast is greatly influenced by salt
spray and ocean breezes. Thick tangles of wax myrtle and
forests of live oak are chracteristic of the maritime region.
These forests develop in a thin band along estuaries and
behind the dune line and soon give way to more typical
Coastal Plain vegetation where the influence of salt spray
diminishes.
South Carolina's Coastal Plain is a region of interesting
geological formation. This formation is reflected through
out the region both in characteristic land forms and in
vegetation. The diversity of habitat found in the Coastal
Plain supports an abundance of plant and animal types.
Vegetational diversity is not as great as that of the Blue
Ridge but the majority of all animal species ever found in
this state have been reported from the Coastal Plain. It is an
exciting and unusual region indeed.
JOHN REID CLONTS

State Park Naturalist

PERSONNEL CHANGES

NEW EMPLOYEES
KEITH BROWN — Canteen Operator I - HK
KIMBERLY DAVIS — Clerk 11 - HI
MARY McADORY — Info. Clerk I - CTL
GREGORY SNIDER — Ranger I - Greenwood

PROMOTIONS AND TRANSFERS
CARTER THOMAS — Ranger II, TR to Supt. I - PR

RESIGNATIONS
GEORGE GALPHIN — Ranger I - GR
RICHARD ISAAC — Tradesworker - HK
HAL JONES — Supply Clerk II - SSC
LOLA McKIVER — Key Entry Opr. - SSC
ALICE P. RHODES — Recreator - HK
MARY SHEPPARD — Clerk Typist - HI
SHELLEY STROMAN — Info. Clerk - CTL
CHARLES TYRELL — Info. Clerk - CTL
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LISTEN HERE!

Listen! All I asked was that you listen,
not talk or do — just hear me.
Advice is cheap: ten cents will get you both Dear Abby
and Billy Graham in the same newspaper.
And I can do for myself; I'm not helpless.
Maybe discouraged and faltering, but not helpless.
When you do something for me that I can and need to
do for myself, you contribute to my fear and weakness.
But when you accept as a simple fact that I do feel what
I feel, not matter how irrational, then I can quit trying
to convince you and can get about the business of
understanding what's behind this irrational feeling.
And when that's clear, the answers are obvious and I
don't need advice. Irrational feelings make sense when
we understand what's behind them.
So, please listen and just hear me. And, if you want to
talk, wait a minute for your turn and I'll listen to you."

NOW HEAR THIS!
Several articles in recent issues of PARK LITES have
dealt with the subject of communications and its importance
in our everyday contacts with visitors at our state parks. Our
methods of communication obviously vary from person to
person and from park to park. The Sawyer family uses the
refrigerator door (and sides!) as an ever-changing message
board. As a result, we have become accustomed to checking
that location for notes, telephone numbers and messages as
we come and go.
A letter-sized sheet caught my attention last night as I
passed the refrigerator just prior to the evening meal.
Written by some nameless author, the one word title —
"Listen" — caused me to stop and read it. Julie, our oldest
daughter, had found it at the hospital where she is taking
clinical work in connection with her nursing studies at the
University of South Carolina.
The underlying theme applies so perfectly to every facet of
our daily lives, therefore it becomes the focal point for my
message in this holiday issue. Just remember that learning
takes place when you listen; when you talk you are just
repeating things that you already know! Here is the poem
entitled . . . LISTEN . . . take a moment to "listen" to its
words. . .

The happiest of holidays to you and yours... now it's your
turn!

jL /
DANA L. SAWYER
Editor

"When I ask you to listen to me
and you start giving advice
you have not done what I asked.
When I ask you to listen to me
and you begin to tell me why I shouldn't feel that way
you are trampling on my feelings.
When I ask you to listen to me
and you feel you have to do something to solve my
problem, you have failed me, strange as that may
seem.

The editor is a member of the Southeastern
Outdoor Press Association.
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