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ABOUT THE COVER: "Sunrise at Hunting Island State 
Park." Photograph taken July 5, 1955 by the late C. West 
Jacocks. 

a r first Ranger Training School, which was held in 
March at Sesqui's Training Center, dealt with the history of 
our South Carolina state park system in addition to operation
al problems and various duties and responsibilities that are 
required for advancement to higher positions. This approach 
was unique in that past training sessions have dealt only with 
maintenance. This advanced training school was the "brain 
child" of Charles Harrison, Chief of Operations; Joe Laferte, 
his assistant and other members of the State Parks Division 
staff. Mr. Harrison deserves a great deal of credit for this 
successful session that was just completed, for he spent many 
hours of preparation in addition to his normal work load in 
setting up such an excellent course. I talked to most of the 
participants and each one was very complimentary concern
ing the value of this training school. We hope to eventually 
offer this same school to all of our top field employees. 

After operating the nursery at Kings Mountain State Park 
for three years, we are now seeing the results throughout our 
park system. Plants that were grown at Kings Mountain and 
shipped out to our parks are now visible to park visitors, and 
we have received many compliments concerning this effort. 
Credit should certainly be given to District Superintendent 
Charlie F. Parkman, Superintendent Lew Cato, Horticultur
ist Melanie Brodie and all of the staff at Kings Mountain. 
Thanks are due also to all of the superintendents for taking 
such an active part in the beautification of their respective 
parks. 

From all indications to date, our revenue and attendance 
figures are up somewhat for the same period last year. You 
are again being called upon to conduct your park work in the 
same excellent manner that you have in the past, however in 
some instances with a reduction of summer personnel. 
However, upon discussing the reductions with staff members 
and the district superintendents, we believe that you will be 
able to handle this situation as you have others in the past. As 
in previous years, be prepared to accept more criticism than 
compliments from park visitors. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for the 
excellent cooperation that you have shown in the past, and I 
am confident that our upcoming season will be one of the 
most successful ever. 

/? fiy fit. 
RAY M. SISK, Director 
Division of State Parks 



CABIN DRAWING 

Gov. Richard W. Riley (left) accepts a name drawn for state parks cabin 
reservations from Marian Hunter, with the S.C. Division of State Parks, 
while David W. Dodge, C.P.A., keeps a record. Riley selected the first 10 
names during a public drawing at his office Monday, February 9, and the 
remaining names were selected by Dodge, whose accounting firm 
supervised the drawing. Because of the popularity of the state park cabins 
during the summer months, a drawing is held each year to determine 
reservations for five state parks. 
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THE FIRST RANGER ACADEMY 

Mike Davidson (left), who achieved the highest exam score, receives his 
2. diploma and pin from Charles Harrison. 

Th e first S. C. Park's Division Ranger Academy is now 
history. This five day school was designed to educate 
employees in many aspects of park operations. There are 
many reasons that a ranger academy was needed. I do not 
have to go into the details of the reasons for the school 
because each employee should recognize that park manage
ment and operations are growing more complex and diffi
cult. In 1970 we had 5,744,601 visitors and in 1980 we passed 
the 12,000,000 mark. The Division had approximately 
$10,000,000 worth of facilities in 1970 and in 1980 we have 
over $28,000,000 invested in facilities. 

The decade of the 1970's was a growth period. It was a time 
of rapid change. The employee's responsibilities increased 
and additional duties resulted. The employees now must 
have a wide variety of abilities. We all recognize the 
importance of maintenance. When you have 28 million 
dollars invested in facilities and the responsibility to provide 
quality facilities to the public, the maintenance responsibilities 
are apparent. 

The fact that we have 12 million visitors should make the 
importance of public relations apparent. Although we may 
not have direct contact with each visitor, our ability to 
communicate effectively and conduct positive public relations 
ia a very important aspect of the ranger's (Superintendents, 
Assistant Superintendents and PMA's) responsibilities. 

The administrative responsibilities of each employee may 
not be as apparent but consider this: The Parks Division 
operates with approximately $7,000,000; approximately 60% 
of this amount is derived from revenue generated on the 
parks. Each dollar expended not only must be accounted for 
but also must be justified. The justifications are developed 
from the various reports prepared on the park level. Each 
dollar of revenue must be properly accounted for and 
recorded properly. 

Administration is much more than the filling out of forms. 
It is also the proper management of manpower and materials 
available to a park. Stop and read the last sentence again! 
The success of the Parks Division is dependent upon the park 
employees. Each of us must be ready, willing and able to 
fulfill our responsibilities. 

The Ranger Academy is an attempt to help the employee 
to fulfill his obligations and responsibilities to the park 
visitor and to the Division of Parks. We have just been 
through a decade of growth. Now we must mature and 
increase our effectiveness in our dealings with the public and 
our efficiency in managing our resources. 

To be successful in the future, each employee must 
recognize the importance of parks and the Division's goals 
and responsibilities. Each employee must understand his 
responsibilities and duties, and be knowledgeable in conduct
ing his position's requirements. Park employees, whether 
they are superintendents, assistant superintendents, PMA's 
or rangers are the most important aspect of the Parks 
Division's operations. The academy is an aide, or tool to help 
the employees and the Division of Parks meet the demands of 
the future. 
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Thefirst "graduating class: "kneeling, from left; Ray Stevens, Ranger, EB; Steve Mcintosh, Ranger, HB; James Hopper, Ranger, KM; John 
Rexrode, PMA, SA; John Stocker, Ranger, HI; Glenn Davis, Ranger, PO; Charles Love, Sup't, PR. Standing, from left; Charles Harrison, 
Chief Of Operations; James Taylor, Asst't Sup't, TR; Gerald Harris, Ass't Sup't, MB; Mike Davidson, Lodge Mgr, HK; Joe Hambright, 
Sup't, GR; Cecil Pruette, Ranger, CH; Jim Meadors, Sup't, SE; Al Priester, Sup't, NRG; Vandell Davis, Camp Dir, YACC; Dave 
Blackwell, Ranger, PM; Joe Laferte, Adm Ass't; Joe Watson, Chief Naturalist; Ed Brown, Safety Coor, Ray Sisk, State Parks Dir. 

It took a great deal of time to prepare for a week of classes. 
Each instructor had to work his preparations into his normal 
work load. I want to thank each instructor for his efforts. The 
academy also placed a greater work load on the parks that 
were short of employees during the week. I appreciate the 
support of each District Superintendent and Superintendent 
affected by the academy. I hope that for your sacrifice you 
will now have a more knowledgeable and effective employee 
in the academy graduate. 

The participants of this first academy are to be commended. 
They suffered through long hours of my instruction, stacks of 
paper work courtesy of Joe Laferte, and various other 
inconveniences. They survived it all and in the final account
ing (exam), they did extremely well. I thank you for your 
attention and your efforts. 

In conclusion, I would like to thank our Director, Mr. 
Sisk, for his support of this project. Mr. Sisk was also 
inconvenienced by the school. Mr. Kolb was ill this week and 
Mr. Sisk found it necessary to remain in the office. The value 
of the academy cannot be judged at this time but will be 
judged in the long term by the actions of the graduates. I 
believe that it was Mr. Sisk's concern for the Division's future 
that prompted his support and I greatly appreciate his 
support and assistance. 

CHARLES HARRISON 
Chief of Park Operations 3. 



STATE PARK ATTENDANCE — 1980 

INTERPRETIVE CENTERS 310,389 
CABINS 140,743 
LODGES 16,620 
SITE CAMPING 694,750 
YOUTH CAMPING 21,364 
GROUP CAMPS 25,960 
BOATS 81,528 
BICYCLES 13,438 
FISHERMEN 403,476 
PICNICKERS 4,088,529 
SWIMMERS 986,204 
CARPET GOLF 79,333 
GOLF COURSES 14,360 
HORSEBACK RIDING 7,461 
TOTAL VEHICLES 2,818,220 
OUT OF STATE VISITORS 2,555,236 

AIKEN 128,884 
ANDREW JACKSON 116,704 
BAKER CREEK 163,320 
BARNWELL 184,388 
CAESARS HEAD 308,884 
CHARLESTOWNE LANDING 191,317 
CHERAW 128,140 
CHESTER 190,476 
COLLETON 42,120 
CROFT 329,540 
DREHER ISLAND 88,140 
EDISTO BEACH 557,980 
GIVHANS FERRY 257,120 
N R GOODALE 63,584 
GREENWOOD 616,416 
HAMILTON BRANCH 152,704 
HAMPTON PLANTATION 558 
HICKORY KNOB 348,232 
HUNTING ISLAND 1,129,104 
HUNTINGTON BEACH 671,080 
KEOWEE-TOXAWAY 64,356 
KINGS MOUNTAIN 207,472 
LANDSFORD CANAL 22,812 
LEE 84,644 
LITTLE PEE DEE 139,244 
LYNCHES RIVER 72,772 
MYRTLE BEACH 1,279,617 
OCONEE 333,360 
OLD DORCHESTER 193,770 
PARIS MOUNTAIN 476,316 
PLEASANT RIDGE 91,440 
POINSETT 329,452 
RIVERS BRIDGE 109,752 
REDCLIFFE 0 
ROSE HILL 41,992 
SADLERS CREEK 125,336 
SANTEE 1,268,172 
SESQUI 284,388 
TABLE ROCK 395,620 
WOODS BAY 28,093 

TOTAL PARK VISITORS 11,217,279 
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SCHOOL DAYS 

January Maintenance School: Kneeling, from left; John Bolinger (YACC); Reed Hammond (CTL; Ken Follett (AJ); Ron Kimberly (GR);Jim Meadors 
(RH); Andrew Kennedy (Instructor). Standing, from left; Jim Work (instructor); Jerry Green (RB); Mike Hoffman (LE); Dennis Herron (PM); Ross Gary 
(MB); Billy Jeff coat (YA CC); Charles Hatfield III(EB); Ricky Freeman (HA); Shirley Fulton (YA CC); Todd Rexrode (SA); Vandell Davis (Dir, YA CC). 

February Maintenance School: Kneeling, from left; Anita Montgomery (YACC); Bonnie Lewis (CH); Brian Luoto (KM); Greg Reaves (CR); Novan 
Sanders (KM); Dan Nicholson (PR); Robert McFadden (RC). Standing, from left; Jim Work (Instructor); Maxcey Roscoe (CH); James Hopper (KM); 
Nancy O'Connell (MB); Gary Hayes (C'sH); James Taylor (TR); Ken Michael (OD); Mike Hunt (MB); Andrew Kennedy (Instructor). 5 
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Senior Prom Group at Hickory Knob 
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Wild/lower Walk at Poinsett 

^Messrs. Foley, Sigmon, & Edmonds have scored 
again. The public response to the several Log Cabin Work
shops has carried over to the first Stone Masonry Workshop 
at Paris Mountain. Not only did approximately 50 persons 
(at least a dozen of whom where women) learn to lay stone, 
they gave Supt. Eddie Miller a gift of three structures that 
were started and nearly completed at the workshop. Just ask 
Eddie if the new stone has added any appeal to Camp 
Buckhorn. 

Sesquicentennial was recently the site of the Sandhills 
Festival, an event featuring the display, sale, and demon
strations by craftsmen in various media. The performing arts 
were a major part of the program also. A variety of 
entertainment including jazz, dixieland, classical, and cham
ber music were presented throughout the weekend. Jim 
Meadors and his staff are to be commended for their 
preparation and the efficient manner in which they handled 
the influx of the park visitors. 

The new building at Table Rock continues to get heavy 
use. Since mid-January there have been three square dances, 
a mountain music concert, and a country music concert. A 
professional touring theatre group will soon be performing a 
play entitled "The World of Carl Sandburg" in the facility. 

Perhaps the most underrated of all activities sponsored by 
the Programs Section are the annual Wildflower Weekends. 
Because they are spread across the state few people realize 
that 600-800 people enjoy these walks each year. 
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Congratulations are in order to the Operations Section 
for the very successful Ranger Academy recently completed. 
Several of the Programs staff were pleased to have the 
opportunity to describe the functions of our section to the 
"trainees" in attendance. Perhaps the most frequently heard 
comment was "1 did't know you did that." 

The Programs Section has fallen victim to the mandated 
7% reduction in personnel costs. While it will be necessary to 
cut back many of our services and programs, the Programs 
Section has already begun to close ranks so that we can 
continue many of the projects we had and provide as many of 
the services requested of us as time and circumstance permits. 

You will notice some subtle — and some not so subtle 
— changes in Park Lites this month. Dana Sawyer has 
worked hard to make this newsletter as progressive as the 
state park system it represents. We hope the changes strike 
your fancy. 

DAN TURPIN 
Programs Coordinator 

Stone Masonry Workshop at Paris Mountain Edisto River Canoe Trip 

Sandhills Festival at Sesqui 



DISTRICT 1 

Many things have been happening in District I since the last 
writing of the Parklites. Winter work projects, winter vacations, 
holidays have been enjoyed by all through the months of December 
and January. Our family was blessed on January 28th by the arrival 
of a new son, Philip McCulloch Duncan. Our older son, Heath, 
really likes his new brother and is anxious for him to reach playing 
age. I was sorry to hear of the death of former Hunting Island 
Superintendent Tillman Irwin. Tillman was loved by many with the 
park system, and our hearts go out to Dot and his family. Best of 
luck to John Holloway on his early retirement from Givhans Ferry. 

Charles Towne Landing 
Wednesday, April 1,1981 marked the eleventh anniversary of the 

establishment of the Landing and the three-hundred and eleventh 
anniversary of the founding of the Carolina colony at Charles 
Towne. Though the exact date of the settlers' landing is uncertain, it 
is known that the settlement was begun in early spring of 1670. 

Charles Towne, named for King Charles II of England, was 
begun at Albermarle Point in the land of the Kiawah. The original 
site is now Charles Towne Landing. The colony at Charles Towne 
grew and expanded and by 1680 had started development at Oyster 
Point, presently known as White Point Gardens and the Battery. 

In observance of the efforts of the hearty settlers of the colony, 
Anniversary Day 1981 featured demonstrations of colonial activities 
in the Settlers' Life Area. These demonstrations included baking, 
candlemaking, blacksmithing, and woodworking. 

The Third Annual Elks Charities Run cosponsored by Charles 
Towne Landing, S.C. Governor's Council on Physical Fitness, 
DHEC, and Pearlstine Distributors will be held Saturday, April 18. 
Courses will be set up for 5 kilometer and 10 kilometer distances. 

The 52nd Annual Easter Sunrise Service will be held Easter 
Sunday, April 19. Sponsored by the Men's Bible Luncheon Club of 
the Y.M.C.A., the sermon will be delivered by the Charleston 
Ministerial Association with music provided by local church 
choirs. 

The Volksmarch or People's Walk is the latest fashion in fitness 
activity imported from Europe. Unlike competitive road races, the 
Volksmarch is an organized walk for everyone from young children 
to their grandparents. There is no competition and everyone 
finishing the course is eligible for a medal. 

The Charles Towne Volksmarch, the first in the Lowcountry, will 
be May 2 and 3 at Charles Towne Landing. This 10 Kilometer walk 
(6.2 miles) will include the Gardens, the Settlers' Life Area, the 
Animal Forest, and the "Adventure." 

Colleton 
The park crew has completed the panelling of two rooms in the 

Superintendent's Residence. Picnic Shelter #1 and the mobile home 
have been painted. Thanks to Mr. Sisk for helping us acquire 
Colleton's first tractor with scraper blade. The tractor will prove 
invaluable in keeping the park roads in good condition. 

Edisto Beach 
The crew at Edisto has really improved the appearance of the 

park in recent months with landscaping projects. They have utilized 
cross ties, native plants, and ornamental plants from Kings 
Mountain to complete the projects. Several park buildings have 
been painted. The park crew is also in the process of renovating the 
two small picnic area restrooms. Welcome to new Ranger I Suzanne 
Fowler. Congratulations to Ray Stevens and Donna on the birth of 
a daughter, and to newlyweds Butch Hatfield and Cathryn. 

Givhans Ferry 
Since the last issue of Parklites, Superintendent John Holloway 

has retired from his position on the advice of his doctors after 
suffering a heart attack last August. His condition has steadily 
improved, but his doctors recommended early retirement. I would 
like to wish the best of everything to both John and wife Katie. 
Former Colleton Superintendent Glenn Farr has taken over the 
reins at Givhans, and I look forward to working with Glenn in this 
capacity. Cabin rentals are steadily climbing at Givhans. 

Hampton Plantation 
The final inspection has been made on the renovations to the 

mansion. The first phase is complete with gas furnace and heat 
ducted throughout the mansion. Don and Will have begun tearing 
out rotten wood in the old Kitchen house. They have also completed 
underpinning of the Superintendent's mobile home residence. 
Much work has been done on the ground and gardens in recent 
months. 

Hunting Island 
Lots of changes are being made at Hunting Island this spring. 

Visitors this summer will find themselves entering the park a new 
way, parking in new parking areas, and hopefully using new 
restrooms. Clearing, grading, and curbing contractors are now at 
work making these changes. The present park entrance road and 
several others have been taken up and those areas grassed. 

I would like to welcome Assistant Superintendent Mel Felder 
back to Hunting Island. Mel was at Hunting Island before and we 
look forward to utilizing his talents again. Superintendent West and 
the park crew have been busy cleaning cabins, making repairs and 
staying ahead of the contractors and equipment. 

Huntington Beach 
The new restroom and newly paved parking area at the North 

End of the park are all but completed by contractors. The park crew 
has completed projects including: roofing the Ranger III residence 
and the District Warehouse; installing a nine-hole Disc Golf 
Course. The new jetty is steadily growing in popularity, especially 
for fishermen. 

Myrtle Beach 
The new park Trading Post is nearly completed at this writing 

and we hope to have it open the first of May. The new Trading Post 
is a sister to the one at Hunting Island. The park crew is replacing 
most of the wood at the Carpet Golf course with concrete. The 
concrete side walls and posts should be relatively maintenance free 
and prevent the replacement of rotted wood. The park crew has 
completed several landscaping projects utilizing plants from Kings 
Mountain State Park, and crossties. The park nature center has 
received a face lift with new windows, new asphalt roof, new doors 
and a new paint job. 



DISTRICT 2 

Old Dorchester 
Superintendent Cumbee and Ranger Michaels have spent most of 
their time since the last issue replacing the borders around the 
parking areas with crossties. Thanks to both men for the help they 
provided at Givhans Ferry during Superintendent Holloway's 
illness. 

Rivers Bridge 
Superintendent Price and Ranger Greene have completed work 

on the back porch of one residence. New windows, flooring, and 
siding were added. The maintenance crew (Wayne Shumpert & 
Merle Jones) with help from the park crew made forms and poured 
the new deck for the swimming pool. 

LARRY W. DUNCAN 
District I Superintendent 

A popular attraction at Charles Towne Landing is "Landing 
Brave," a sculpture by Peter Toth. Carved from a 500-year old 
Darlington Oak, the mounment weighs in excess of 13 tons and 
stands 24 feet high. Toth, a Hungarian-born artist, is in the 
process of carving fifty similar permanent tributes — one for 
each state in the Nation. 

Aiken 
Supt. Nesbit has been ill recently and spent several days in the 

hospital. Ranger Inabinet has done an excellent job in his absence. 
A local radio station recently hid a check for $ 1000.00 in a drink can 
in a plastic bag somewhere in Aiken County. Various clues were 
given over the air, and you guessed it, the money is somewhere on 
the park. Ranger Inabinet reported to me that every leaf had been 
looked under, but no check has been found! Meanwhile the park 
crew has planted many hollies, repaired a fishing pier, and re-roofed 
a rest room with help from Supt. Creech from Barnwell. 

Barnwell 

The park crew recently installed a new uprise in the fishing lake. 
This was a major operation that turned out perfectly. Planting and 
landscaping recently completed has added to the looks of the park. 

Cheraw 

The park crew has planted shrubs at various locations in the park. 
The geese in Lake Eureka have enjoyed the corn put out by the park 
crew and have been popular with park visitors. 

Goodale 

The park crew is eagerly awaiting construction of the new 
recreation building. A tractor shed has been built and many native 
plants set out. The golf course is becoming more popular with a full 
parking lot on weekends. 

Lee 
Many painting projects have been completed on park buildings. 

Supt. Alewine has arranged for the donation of several large azalea 
plants from Bishopville, which were planted around the community 
building and rest rooms. The horse show ring is becoming more 
popular as a result of recent improvements. 

Little Pee Dee 
Supt. Looper and crew recently cleaned and completely painted 

the park tractor that now looks brand new. New vanities have been 
built in the campground rest rooms and look good. Fishing boat use 
has really picked up with the recent warm weather. 

Lynches River 
Work is progressing on the pool complex. Opening day should be 

May 31st if no problems arise. The PRT construction crew is 
making new roads and parking lots to the pool. 

Poinsett 
Many repairs have been made to various buildings. Cabin use has 

increased recently and summer reservations are coming in fast. A 
new entrance sign was put up on highway 261 which will definitely 
help to promote the park. Recreation programs for campers 
continue on weekends. 

Redcliffe 
The renovations to the mansion are now complete and plans are 

underway to open up on a limited basis this spring. 

Santee 

The trading post has been moved to the tackle shop area and 
connected to the existing tackle shop. Several barbecues have been 
held in the new pit and shelter. Cabin use and reservations are above 
last year so it looks like another good year for Santee! 

Woods Bay 
Superintendent Bill Smith and Ranger Tony McRay have been 

working on boundary lines and improvements to the bay boardwalk. 
Bill and his wife have a new daughter, Emily Anderson, who 
weighed 8 pounds, 12'/2 ounces and was born March 31. 

VAN A. STICKLES 
District II Superintendent 



HUNTING ISLAND STATE PARK 

.Hunting Island State Park overlooks St. Helena Sound 
on the outer banks of the "Chain of Golden Islands" which 
make up a large portion of Beaufort County. It is located 16 
miles southeast of historic Beaufort on U.S. 21. 

The island got its name because it was once primarily used 
for hunting deer, raccoons, waterfowl and other small game 
animals. Today the large barrier island still retains its semi-
tropical beauty and is alive with wildlife. Bird-watchers 
spotted 100 species of birds in a two-week period near Easter. 

The original brick lighthouse at the northern end of Hunt
ing Island was completed in 1859. During the Civil War 
it was "blown up" and after the war the ruins were torn down. 
Steamer traffic between Charleston and Savannah neces
sitated the rebuilding of the lighthouse. A survey was made in 
1872 and a new location selected one-quarter of a mile from 
the shoreline due to the abrasive action of the sea washing 
away the north end. With this in mind, the new lighthouse 
was to be built of cast iron sections that could be taken apart 
and reassembled further inland. 

Construction on the new lighthouse was begun in 1873, 
and by early June, 1875 it was completed, with the first 
lighting on July first of that year. A lightkeeper's dwelling 
was completed the following spring. Erosion by the sea began 
to take its toll and by 1888 the high water mark "was only 35 
feet from the lightkeeper's house and 133 feet from the 
tower." Preparations were made in early 1889 to move the 
136-foot lighthouse to its present location one and one-
quarter miles from the old site. The relocation of the 
lighthouse was completed by September 1889 and the light 
remained in operation until 1933. 

No longer used as a lighthouse, it now offers an interesting 
platform from which to view the beautiful coastal area. The 
park is about three miles long and one mile wide and 
comprises about 5,000 acres of beaches, forest and marshes. 
Sandy beach areas are used for swimming while other areas 
along the coastline are used by surfers and surf fishermen. 
The best seasons for surf fishing are summer and fall, when 
there are real good runs of whiting, trout, bass and drum. 



Ocean-front camping at Hunting Island — July 1953 

Beach erosion and damage to park road at Hunting Island — September 
1957. The gentleman is the late C. West Jacocks, State Parks Director with 
the Forestry Commission from 1948 to 1964. 

Facilities at the park include: 
.... 200 family campsites, located in a tree-lined area near the 

beach; 
.... 14 vacation cabins, in a variety of sizes; 
....a trading post (park store), located near the entrance to 

the camping area; 
....a recreation building/nature center; 
....several picnic areas with shelters; 
....three play areas and a carpet golf course; 
....a 1000-foot boardwalk nature trail that crosses the salt 

marsh and connects several small islands (designated a 
National Recreation Trail in the National Trails System); 

.... interpretive displays of lighthouse history near the base of 
the lighthouse. 
Hunting Island will be taking on a much different look in 

the future. An updated master plan has been developed and is 
gradually being implemented. 

Phase I is now underway and will include relocating most 
of the interior roads in the park as well as the main entrance. 
An additional 650 parking spaces and several new rest 
stations will provide even more convenience for park visitors, 
as will a series of boardwalks across fragile dune areas. Sand 
fencing and a beach vegetation planting program are among 
the continuing efforts to control erosion at Hunting Island. 

Phase II is scheduled for implementation starting in 1982. 
More rest stations and a continuation of the work on roads 
and parking areas will be part of this phase. Also included 
will be the development of a visitors' center with offices, 
interpretive displays and an area for programs and small 
meetings. Other structures planned are a concession stand 
and new residence. 

Additional cabins may be built in the mid-eighties as the 
park acquires added appeal as a major destination state park. 
Objectives of this new development are to locate facilities 
such as roads, buildings and parking areas away from the 
shoreline, and to redistribute park visitors to new use areas 
throughout the park, rather than concentrating them in the 
lighthouse area. 

Hunting Island boasted an annual visitation of 1.2 million 
persons in 1980. Included in this total were 25,000 cabin 
users, 94,000 campers, 56,000 fishermen and 71,000 picnick
ers. The park staff includes Marshall West, Superintendent; 
Thomas Felder, Assistant Superintendent; Walter Barton, 
P.M. A.; Robert Mitchell, Ranger III; Arthur Brown, Ranger 
II; John Stocker, Ranger II; Scott Suggs, Ranger I; and 
Mark Johnson, Ranger I. 



HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS — NUMBER 3 

ATALAYA 

In January of 1930 Archer M. and Anna Hyatt Hunting
ton purchased Brookgreen and several adjoining plantations 
for a winter home and the development of an outdoor 
museum and garden for the displaying of Mrs. Huntington's 
sculptures. Included in this purchase was Magnolia Islands, a 
strip of sandy beach separated from the mainland by 
marshes, which today is Huntington Beach State Park. Rice 
planters had built a retreat there as a relief from the heat of 
summer and the pollution of the rice swamps. The Hunting
ton's had the wings of the house torn down and the main 
body of the house moved to another site. In its stead they 
erected the present structure which was to serve as a winter 
home and studio for Mrs. Huntington. 

Atalaya stands today as a misplaced relic from a bygone 
era, an anachronism that has fascinated visitors for almost 
four decades. Atalaya, which means watch tower, is the 
creation of the fertile mind of the late Archer M. Huntington. 
Its design is based on the recollections of fortifications and 
castles he saw as a child while traveling with his family on the 
southern coast of Spain. Mr. Huntington worked with a local 
architect on structural problems, but supervised the con
struction himself and supposedly never had designs for the 
building drawn. 

Construction began on Atalaya in 1931 and was completed 
two years later. The Depression had been hard on the area 
residents and the Huntingtons saw the project as a way to 
offer employment and teach the workers a useful skill. They 
insisted that only local residents be hired. 

When the castle was completed it was in the form of a 
square with the outside measurements of the walls being 200 
feet on each side. The front faced the ocean with a large inner 
courtyard bisected by a covered walkway and dominated by 
a large brick tower that housed a 3,000 gallon water tank 
made of cypress. The Huntington's personal living quarters 
and Mrs. Huntington's studio occupied the south wing, while 
the kitchen and servant's quarters occupied the southern one. 
There was no electricity so the Huntington's placed a power 
shed off the west wall to house a diesel generator. Also on the 
west wall were the stables and paddock area for the 
Huntington's horses. 

The Huntingtons came south for their spring visits of three 
or four weeks on a regular basis until World War II broke 
out. During 1943 and 1944, the United States Army occupied 
the castle as part of training facilities in conjunction with 
Myrtle Beach Air Field. The Huntingtons returned in 1946 
and 1947 but these were the last years Atalaya would be 
used. In 1955, Mr. Huntington, heir to a railroad and ship 
building fortune, died and most of the furnishings were 
removed by his wife. Mrs. Huntington died at her home in 
the late seventies. 
acres leased for 50 years from the Huntingtons through the 
Brookgreen Trustees in 1960. Today the park is a haven for 
many species of wild life and the two mile beach is one of the 
finest in the state. 

RAY SIGMON 
Historic Researcher 

Brickmasons at work on Atalaya. It is reported that some of these men 
would lay 2,000 bricks a day! 

Photographs from "Brookgreen Bulletin," Winter 1974. 

A view from the tower showing the drive to the highway. 



THE NATURALIST'S NOTEBOOK — NUMBER 3 

THEY GROW WILD 
IN THE WOODS 

No wild/lower is more indicative of the early spring's spectacular display 
than Clavtonia virginica, appropriately named "Spring Beauty. "A common 
flower of rich, moist woods, Spring Beauty is usually noticed only when in 
bloom. 

IN o branch of natural history enjoys the same popularity 
and universal appeal enjoyed by the science of plants — 
called botany. Regardless of one's interest, everyone comes 
in contact with plants. Even the highly developed urban areas 
across the country are blessed with a seemingly limitless 
number of plant species with the ability to adapt to even the 
most harsh of environments. It is the rare individual who 
does not encounter plants of some kind each day. For those 
of us in resource management professions, they are a part of 
our lives. 

Of the more than 350,000 species of plants known in the 
world, more than two-thirds are members of the most 
complex and evolved group, the Angiosperms or flowering 
plants. The group is characterized by all having flowers 
(albeit inconspicuous flowers in many) and producing their 
seeds with protective coverings. Other plants, like the ferns, 
which reproduce with spores, or the conifers, which produce 
naked seeds, do not produce flowers in a botanical sense. 

The angiosperms may be broken into several categories 
based on their flowering characteristics. Annuals are those 
plants which flower, fruit and die in a single season. Most 
garden vegetables and many of our showy spring wildflowers 
are annuals. Biennials produce their flowers and fruits and 
die in their second season. Carrots and celery are common 
biennials. Perennials produce flowers and fruit repeatedly 
year after year. Woody perennials, like trees, shrubs, and 
vines, frequently grow for several years before producing 
their first flowers — some species growing sixty or more 
years before blooming. Of the herbaceous perennials, most 
flower their first year while others do not bloom until their 
second season. Thereafter they bloom and fruit each year, 
dying back in summer or fall and sprouting again the 
following spring from perennial rootstocks. 

Whether annual, biennial or perennial, there are over 3000 
species of herbaceous plants with showy flowers — the classic 
layman's "wildflowers" — commonly found in the southeast
ern United States. While many do bloom at various seasons, 
the majority of these are found to bloom in early spring, 
resulting in a rather spectacular display. Many of our showy 
species are forced by evolution and adaption to complete 
their entire annual growth in the early weeks of spring. As the 
canopy of trees in the woodlands grows more dense, sunlight 
to the forest floor is cut off. To utilize available light many 
plants have adapted by emerging early in the year — as soon 
as the spring sun warms the soil. These plants flower, fruit 
and experience most of their vegetative growth before the 
trees fully leaf-out. Others, which are more shade tolerant, 
will follow, thriving on the shaded forest floor. Any disturb
ance to the canopy may cause additional sunlight to reach the 
forest floor and thus increase the number of species which 
will grow there. 

While it doesn't mark the end of our annual flower display 
the approach of the summer sun dulls the subtle shades and 
parches the delicate blossoms of our early spring wildflowers. 
The early summer will bring another flurry of activity while 
the hardy, heat resistant members of the aster family, like 
goldenrod and aster will dominate in the heat of summer. 

Each plant species has a set of requirements which must be 
met before the plant will survive. In any given woodland 
setting a number of micro-habitats can be found. Under 
pines the needle litter produces a strongly acid humus layer, 
under oaks the leaf litter leads to less acid humus and under 
beeches the humus is almost neutral. Weathering of certain 
rocks releases minerals which affects soil nutrients. The 
presence or absence of certain bacteria or fungi creates 
conditions essential for some woodland plants. Altitude, 
slope, exposure, water table, latitude — and the list goes on 
— all influence the plants native to any given habitat. 
Blackberries can be found growing nearly everywhere if there 
is sufficient sunlight. Our native orchids, on the other hand, 
have special requirements for soil acidity and the presence of 
certain soil fungi and will not survive unless conditions are 
exact. Most of our rare and endangered species are threatened 
because their habitat requirements are so specific and 
available habitat is so scarce. 

As you walk through the woods or ride along rural roads 
or step over sidewalk cracks in the city, keep in mind that the 
wild plants found there are there because their requirements 
are being met and the time is right. 

JOHN REID CLONTS 
State Parks Naturalist 



DISTRICT 3 

This has been a most productive spring thus far. Many projects 
have been completed as well as some specialized training schools 
attended. This has also been the longest period of time without an 
entry level turnover in District III that I can remember. Should this 
be any indicator of the state of our economy, then the upcoming 
season could be our biggest ever with more people staying closer to 
home. Below are some of the projects that have been completed by 
park and some of the special programs that have been held. 

Caesars Head 
The store renovation/addition work has been completed which 

has doubled the shelf space. The room addition will be used mainly 
to stock craft items. The store color is changing from red with 
exposed logs to brown with lots of rock work. The new restroom has 
been completed and it too has rock work on the exterior. 

Croft 
The park crew has been busy painting this winter, taking 

advantage of the pretty weather we have been experiencing. Many 
pines have been dying throughout the park for the last two years, 
many of which are in use areas and roadsides that must be cut by the 
park crew. J. R. Altman and his crew have been working on the pool 
parking area, the horse trails and a new jogging trail. They also did 
quite a bit of site work at Musgroves Mill, a new park located on 
Highway 56 near Clinton. 

Keowee 
The park crew has cleared the necessary trees out of the new 

campground and is awaiting the contract to be let for completion. 
Work continues on the church building. A new water system has 
been hooked up and hopefully this will correct the water problem at 
Keowee. 

Oconee 
Many cabin floors have been varnished, cabins repainted and all 

the park signs redone. The boundary lines have been recleared and 
painted again this year. Presently the crew is working on some 
beautification projects and shop clean-up. 

Paris Mountain 
Sign painting, boundaries marking and shop area clean-up have 

been keeping the crew busy this winter. The park crew has been 
hauling rock to Camp Buckhorn getting ready for the stone 
masonry workshop that will be held in March by the programs 
section. (This workshop is reported elsewhere in this issue. Ed.) 

Pleasant Ridge 
Painting, cabin repairs and shop clean-up along with putting 

some of the Kings Mountain nursery plants in the ground is keeping 
this crew very busy. Charles Love moved to Pleasant Ridge to 
replace Charles Mason as Park Superintendent. District III welcomes 
Charles and his family and wishes him much success in his new 
position. 

Rose Hill 
Renovation work on the mansion has been completed and the 

house is again open to the public. Superintendent Perry and Ranger 
Meadows have re-cleared the park boundaries at Rose Hill and 
Musgroves Mill. The tractor shed is being reworked and the shop 
being rewired. Some crossties and a set of brick steps have been put 
near the Carriage House to help with erosion control. 

New crafts area in Caesars Head store. 

Sadlers Creek 
Brooks and Herb have been doing the usual painting throughout 

the park, running boundary lines and cleaning up the shop area. A 
new tile hearth was put in the superintendent's residence by the park 
crew and storm windows and doors installed. The storm windows 
and wood stove have reduced the electric bill considerably. 

Table Rock 
Superintendent Hendrix and crew recently completed a new 

cedar shake shingle roof on the park chapel. This was quite an 
undertaking but the roof looks like the work of professionals. Water 
is now being let into the trout pond and hopefully it will fill up in the 
next few months. The Table Rock Trail work continues with 
improvements being made daily. Many plants have been put out 
this fall, some of which came from the Kings Mountain Nursery and 
others that are native to the area. 

A highly successful Wilderness Weekend program was held Feb. 
6-8 at Oconee State Park. 

On Saturday, Feb. 14 a Valentine's Day Square Dance was held 
at Table Rock State Park in the new multi-purpose building. The 
dance was a big success with approximately 400-500 people 
attending. 

Many more special programs are to be held in District III this 
spring and I am sure that each will meet with as much success as the 
ones mentioned above. My thanks go out to the programs section of 
the Central Office for making these programs possible and the park 
crews that work so hard preparing for them. 

HORACE W. CRAIG 
District III Superintendent 

The store at Caesars Head, showing the former porch, now enclosed into a 
crafts sales area. 



DISTRICT 4 

The new Meeting House at Andrew Jackson State Park 

A feeling of warmth in the air, the fresh young buds on the trees, 
flowers popping up from the ground, and grass getting green; All a 
signal from Mother nature that the season has changed to spring. 
With the warmth and fresh fragrance of the environment comes the 
influx of park visitors. It seems as though we just started those 
winter work programs in preparation for this annual event. I hope 
everyone finished in time! District four personnel were quite busy 
with the following summary of projects, some of which may be still 
under way. 

Andrew Jackson 
Supt. Griffin and his ranger, Ken Folleti, are getting some 

experience at laying rock. They are constructing a planter and 
walkway at the "meeting house" (community building) with the 
assistance of Mike Foley and the history section. 

Baker Creek 
Supt. Atkinson and Ranger David Nute have been busy renova

ting the walkway and dock where the tackle shop once stood. With 
the assistance of Hickory Knob's staff the building was moved to the 
skeet range at Hickory Knob. Other projects included painting 
restrooms, roof repair on one restroom, painting pavilion, replacing 
carpet on miniature golf course, campsite renovation, and installa
tion of county water system. 

Chester 
Supt. Timms and Ranger Robert Corley have re-roofed the shop, 

renovated residence bathrooms, completed repair work on the dam, 
replaced boards and painted the boat house. 

Dreher Island 
Construction of new facilities soon to be underway include 

marina, picnic shelters, bathhouse, swimming area, additional 
campsites, and residence. 

Greenwood 
With the assistance of the YACC program, the staff at Greenwood 

completed some landscaping, renovation work on summer employee 
quarters, replacement of beam on shelter roof, renovation of 
restroom interior, and painting of several buildings. 

Hamilton Branch 
Personnel here have been busy painting comfort stations, 

repairing outside partitions on restroom, painting residences, 
landscaping around office, and renovating campsites eroding away. 

Hickory Knob 
Remember that building from Baker Creek? Well, the staff at 

Hickory Knob has remodeled it somewhat, added a restroom, and 
made it a welcomed addition to the skeet, trap, and archery range. 
Other projects completed or underway include cabin floor renova
tions, carpet replacement in some motel rooms, painting of cabins, 
construction of maintenance shop at golf course, waterline installa
tion to shop areas, skeet range, and shop equipment storage shed. 
Plans are underway for a golf pro shop and clubhouse. Bids are 
being accepted for additional motel units. Special recreation pro
grams have been very successful. Have you put your name on the 
mailing list for program information? If not, then you should con
tact the park. 

Kings Mountain 
Supt. Cato and his staff, with the aid of the Y ACC program, have 

completed the complete renovation and winterizing of another unit 
in Camp Cherokee. This involved extensive carpentry, electrical 
and painting work. The replacement of rotting lumber on several 
other buildings was completed while an equipment shed was built at 
the nursery. The superintendent's residence was insulated through
out with Supt. Cato remarking on how much warmer he stayed this 
year. 

Landsford Canal 
With the assistance of Lloyd King, Supt. Bruckie and Ranger 

Don Oneppo are working on transforming the lock-keeper's house 
into a museum and constructing a log building to be used as a 
community building. Hopefully restrooms and a picnic area will be 
constructed soon. 

Sesqui 
Re-roofing and maintaining our final tile roof has kept the staff 

here busy trying to save those tiles taken off. They are very fragile! 
With the assistance of YACC personnel, painting of several 
buildings was completed and much needed work done on the nature 
trail. Grass was planted on the dam of the lake and soccer field. 
Preparations are being made to replace the waterline through the 
park and to make an interpretive display of the "Best Friend" train. 

Without the assistance of the entire central office staff the projects 
listed in this report could not have been done, to them, I would like 
to express appreciation and thanks. To you, have a safe and 
successful summer. 

C. F. PARKMAN 
District IV Superintendent 



CROFT STATE PARK 

U.S. Army Signal Corps Photo 

x^roft State Park took its name from the United States 
Army Infantry Replacement Training Center which was 
constructed in 1940 in Spartanburg County. Between March 
1941 and July 1945, almost 200,000 men had been ordered to 
Camp Croft for combat infantry training. The training center 
was named for Major General Edward Croft, a graduate of 
the Citadel who was Chief of Infantry during the late 1930's. 
For service to his country, General Croft was awarded the 
Purple Heart and Silver Star. 

Camp Croft was closed after World War II, and State 
Forester C.H. Flory examined the area in the late forties to 
determine its suitability for development as a state park. He 
recommended it for that purpose and in 1949 the State of 
South Carolina purchased 7,088 acres of the 19,034 acres 
contained in Camp Croft for a state park. Governor Strom 
Thurmond dedicated Croft State Park in July, 1949 to the 
people of South Carolina. It is interesting to note that many 
local residents still refer to Croft State Park as "Camp 
Croft!" 

There was little development at Croft State Park prior to 
1967, with park facilities consisting mainly of a fishing lake 
and several small picnic areas. However, considerable devel
opment has taken place since PRT was formed in 1967 and 
assumed operation of South Carolina state parks. Facilities 
now in use include: 
....two 25-site family camping areas, one located near the 

lake and the other near the equestrian area; 
....three picnic areas, including an area and two shelters near 

the swimming pool complex; 
....a spacious equestrian area, consisting of a stable, show 

ring, grandstand, tack room, wash area and jump course; 
....a youth camping area, used frequently by Scout troops 

and other youth groups; 
....rental fishing and pedal boats; 
.... an Olympic-size swimming pool complex; 
....two complete play areas and two tennis courts; 
....a two-mile nature trail and twenty-five miles of horse 

trails; 
....a model airplane flying area. 

U.S. Army Signal Corps Photo 



Most of the park is heavily wooded, and is laced with 
streams that provide good fishing for those with determina
tion to find them. Excellent oportunities for nature study are 
provided by the many abandoned roads that formerly served 
the area. One of these was once a part of the Spartanburg-
Union highway. Oak, dogwood, pine, cedar and poplar trees 
grow extensively in the park and provide excellent cover for 
the deer, foxes, squirrels, rabbits, quail, robins, mocking
birds, wrens and other wildlife that abound in the area. The 
state champion sourwood tree is located at Croft 

Only a small portion of the 7,088 acres of the park has been 
developed. Some 160 acres are included in a lake which is 
tucked away in a tree-lined valley more than three miles from 
the park entrance. Fed by two creeks and and twelve springs, 
the lake is jumping with bream, bass, crappie and catfish. 
Park property includes Lake Edwin Johnson, a wildlife 
refuge leased to the State Wildlife and Marine Resources 
Department. Of interest to many visitors are several old 
burial grounds. An inscription on one tombstone shows that 
the hearty pioneer "departed this life by the fall of a tree" in 
1802. 

Much site work and other needed grading during the 
mid-seventies was done as training exercises by the 391st 
Engineering Battalion, Army Reserve. Examples of their 
work include the road leading to the swimming pool complex 
and site work at the pool area. The pool has been the site of 
several swim meets and a diving workshop. Park facilities at 
Croft receive regular use by various groups and organizations 
in addition to families and individuals looking for a pleasant 
change of scenery. Camping clubs frequently hold campouts 
at the park, and two State N.C.H.A. Campouts have been 
held there. A number of horse shows are held each year at the 
equestrian area, and riding clubs from throughout the region 
use this area year-round. 

Some 330,000 visitors enjoyed the facilities at Croft State 
Park in 1980, including 4,800 campers, 45,000 swimmers and 
41,000 picnickers. Staff at the park include Ray Hayes, 
Superintendent; Eugene Davis, Ranger III; Gregory Reaves, 
Ranger II; and Phil Tyner, Ranger I. 

Croft State Park, exceeded in size only by Cheraw State 
Park, combines use areas with natural buffer zones for the 
enjoyment of citizens of the piedmont. 17. 



JONES GAP TRAILBLAZING 

YA CC enrollees Ray Owens and Billy Jeffcoat assist SCWM RD's Heritage Trust Biologist Jim Sorrow in the construction of 
a waterbar. 

"1 
Rock, rock; rock, rock; I think I'll dream all night 

about moving rocks." The words of Virginia Murray of 
Columbia's Sierra Club summed up the feelings of many 
camped in the Greenville YMCA's Wilderness Camp. They 
were sore and tired and as they sat around camp stoves and 
fires, preparing dinner, they reflected on the day's activities. 
Some sixty-five people had assembled at River Falls that 
Saturday morning in March to volunteer themselves for an 
erosion control effort in the Jones Gap Wilderness Area of 
Caesars Head State Park. They had driven from Greenville 
and Greenwood and Columbia and Charleston and George
town and points scattered in between with no hope of 
remuneration, save their personal satisfaction at having done 
something positive for the environment. Throughout the day 
they had engaged in the backbreaking labor of moving rocks 
and logs, constructing waterbars and sediment traps, trench
ing creeks, building bridges and improving the walking tread 
on the Jones Gap-Trail. After hours of laborious trailwork, 

they were ready to relax because the following morning 
would find them back on the trail with a repeat of the day's 
activities. 

The trail work was one chapter in a long story of events, 
both naturally occurring and human caused. To begin at the 
beginning ... legend tells us that Solomon Jones released a 
sow at River Falls and followed her up the valley of the 
Middle Saluda River as she sought her piglets, flagging the 
route of his new toll road as he went along. That was in the 
mid-nineteenth century and for nearly a hundred years, this 
would be the primary route to the summer resorts at Caesars 
Head, Cedar Mountain and Brevard. The road would 
witness the passing of first the ox-cart and then the A-M odel 
Ford before being replaced by U.S. Highway #276. The old 
road was soon traveled only by jeeps and motorcycles and, 
without constant maintenance, dropped into a state of 
disrepair. 

18. 



Adjacent to the road, the Middle Saluda River, one of 
South Carolina's vanishing native trout streams, was expe
riencing fairly severe sedimentation as the remarkably high 
annual rainfall in the area eroded the road away. When 
South Carolina's Department of Parks, Recreation and 
Tourism (PRT) acquired the Jones Gap property in 1977, 
state officials realized that something needed to be done to 
stop the erosion. According to John Reid Clonts, State Parks 
Naturalist with South Carolina State Parks, consultation 
was begun immediately. Both the trail and the river were 
being impaired by the continued erosion. The Soil Conserva
tion Service was called in and PRT's staff communicated 
with the staff of South Carolina's Heritage Trust because 
several significant plant and animal species were reported 
from the area. The South Carolina Chapter of Trout 
Unlimited became involved because of their concern for the 
trout fishery. Many proposals and counter-proposals were 
made and one thing became readily apparent — many 
thousands of dollars would be needed to contract the work. 
South Carolina Wildlife and Marine Resources secured 
federal funding for some trail improvement but the sum 
would fall hopelessly short and it seemed that no other funds 
would be available. 

At a time when the "Mountain Bridge" was in the news, the 
plan came to a head. According to Clonts, "We experienced 
tremendous response to a volunteer trail building program at 
Keowee-Toxaway State Park several years ago and the 
consensus was that we ought to try a similar effort in Jones 
Gap. Both Trout Unlimited and S.C.'s Heritage Trust were 
willing and plans were made for two weekends following the 
winter freeze but preceeding the spring rains." Several 
planning trips prepared staff members and volunteers to 
direct the work and promotion of the effort brought almost 
150 volunteers to River Falls over the two weekends. Some 
represented Sierra Clubs, Natural History Societies, and 
Scout troops, while others simply came because they were 
interested. The work accomplished was phenomenal. Most 
of the erosion problems had been eliminated, or at least 
alleviated, and the slow process of naturally restoring the 
trail tread has just begun. Sediment traps will fill while 
stopping the silt destined for the river. For the hundred and 
fifty who worked, it was tired aching muscles. For the 
thousands who will yet walk the trail or fish the river, it was a 
job well done. 

Volunteers moved tons of rocks during this two-weekend activity. Here the removal of rocks deepened the channel in an area 
where low river banks allowed the river to flood at every rainfall. 



ALL ABOUT DAMS 

It has been said that dams are like women. They require 
a lot of attention to keep from causing trouble. The 
Engineering Section is trying to provide that attention and 
still trouble comes. The Eureka Lake dam at Cheraw was 
recently evaluated by the Corps of Engineers and improve
ments were recommended. Someone "pulled the plug" on the 
swimming lake at Santee and it drained to a level of ten feet. 
Back waters from Lake Marion prevented it from draining 
further. Mike "Peanut" Mathis had to take a February dip to 
try to determine why the gate did not work. Holding his 
breath and shivering he discovered that the existing "gate' 
was an old highway sign on a pole. Then Joe Barron and 
Roger Deaton (of PRT's personnel section) donned scuba 
gear and suits to install a new gate. (SEE PHOTO) 

The Construction Crew also worked on the Santee and 
Barnwell dams between clearing a house site at the proposed 
Musgrove Mill State Park, cutting roads and parking area at 
Lynches River, and upgrading campground utilities at 
Santee and Hamilton Branch. 

The Maintenance Crews have tackled diverse projects 
from decking the pool at Rivers Bridge, rebuilding the 
waterfront facilities at Santee, restoring old buildings at 
Landsford Canal, assisting with the "Best Friend" Train 
Building at Sesquicentennial and a little bit of everything at 
Caesar's Head. 

The design has proceeded on numerous projects so that bid 
openings have been held on a steady basis for new construc
tion. The Dreher Island marina, swimming area, and bath
house are under construction. Sites have been cleared for 100 
new campsites there also. Hickory Knob will receive new 
lodging. 

Paving is scheduled for Caesar's Head, Table Rock, and 
Croft. Colleton and Givhans Ferry are receiving new lift 
station for wastewater. Colleton shares with Myrtle Beach 
the distinction of going out of the sewage treatment business. 
Old Dorchester will also be tied to city water and sewer line 
soon, although at the latter location it will be necessary to 
tiptoe through the archeological artifacts with a Ditch Witch. 

An engineering consultant is designing a new wastewater 
system for Kings Mountain. These are not the glamour 
projects of the parks, but they are certainly critical to good 
operation. 

The Lynches River swimming pool and the Keeowee-
Toxaway campground are under construction. The Myrtle 
Beach store and Hickory Knob golf maintenance shop have 
been completed. Coordination with the program section has 
led to trail improvements at Table Rock and Jones Gap and 
an exercise trail at Croft. 

Hunting Island's new masterplan is taking shape. A new 
road system and parking will provide better visitor access to 
the beaches this summer. 

What does the future hold? N.R. Goodale's new recreation 
building will be underway soon. Boat and fishing docks for 
Colleton are beginning design. The Golf Pro Shop plans for 
Hickory Knob are developing into an outstanding passive 
solar facility. Soil borings and site studies are underway for a 
new pool at Myrtle Beach. 

At Caesar's Head the Raven Cliff Falls and Cleveland 
properties have been purchased, rounding out an outstanding 
tract of land for a magnificent resort being planned. The 
wilderness backpacker and trout fisherman will be as pleased 
as will the less rugged types who wish to stay in the proposed 
lodge. 

Lake Hartwell planning is currently emphasizing the basic 
road layout and field staking to service the planned motel, 
golf course, marina, and campground developments. Arch
itectural planning has begun to develop the buildings in a 
central park theme to blend with the rolling hills and lake 
environment. 

Jasper County Park is on the drawing boards now and 
Musgrove Mill is awaiting personnel funding. Two parks on 
Lake Richard B. Russell are being studied for the McCalla 
and Calhoun Falls sites when the lake fills. 

JOE BARRON 
Engineering Coordinator 



PROBLEM SOLVING PROCESS 

Governor Richard W. Riley presented awards to 24 counties with outstand
ing beautification programs at the annual Governor's Beautification and 
Community Improvement Awards Conference, held April I in Columbia. 
Also honored during the awards luncheon were the best-maintained wel
come center, 20 student artists and the best-maintained state park. 

Horace Craig (left), District III Superintendent, received the State Park 
Award from PRT Assistant Director J. W. Lawrence while Table Rock 
State Park Superintendent observes. Table Rock received the award for 
having the best-maintained grounds in the state park system. 

Step Five: Select a course of action from the list of 
alternatives. The action you take will be based 
on many factors such as your abilities, depart
ment policy, recommendations from supervi
sors, and your analysis of the problem. 

Step Six: Implement your course of action. Now is the 
time that you take the action to solve the 
problem. 

At the completion of the sixth step, we often stop and feel 
that we have completed the process. We should not stop here 
but continue with two more steps. 
Step Seven: Evaluate your actions and their effect upon the 

problem. Is the problem solved or did we only 
eliminate a sympton of the problem? Would one 
of the alternatives that we found in step four 
have worked better than the course of action 
that we selected? 

Step Eight: If we only eliminated a sympton or if one of the 
alternatives would better handle the problem, 
we should modify our actions. 

After you modify your original actions, you should repeat 
steps seven and eight until the problem is actually solved. 

The next time a problem comes up, take the time to think 
about these steps. You might come up with a good solution. 

CHARLES HARRISON 
Chief of Park Operations 

Each of us is faced with various problems that we must 
solve each day. The problems that come to the Operations 
Section range from very minor problems to problems that 
directly effect the entire Division. I know that each employee 
of the Division has to solve various problems. Some of our 
problems may be solved in a matter of moments; other 
problems take weeks or even months to solve. Then there is 
that nagging problem that we never seem to work out to our 
satisfaction. 

There is a systematic process that will help you solve your 
problems. It works equally well with both minor and major 
problems. You may be using this process and not be 
consciously aware that you are going through the steps. But 
when you are faced with a more difficult problem, consciously 
going through the steps will help you overcome the problem. 

Step One: You have to recognize that a problem exists and 
determine the nature of the problem. Often we 
see the symptoms of the problem but find it 
difficult to determine the real problem. If we 
only attack the symptoms, we never solve the 
problem. 

Step Two: After recognizing the problem, you should 
gather all the information that pertains to the 
problem. 

Step Three: Take the time to thoroughly analyze the inform
ation you have gathered. 

Step Four: Now you should determine possible alternatives. 
There is usually more than one way to solve the 
problem. 

Diane Stribling and Mike Davidson (left to right) employees at Hickory 
Knob State Resort Park, take a close look at former Governor Ronald 
Reagan's signature on the picture of California's state bird, the California 
quail. The print is part of the state bird art collection on display in the park's 
lodge. 



AROUND THE STATE 

Restored wagon bridge at Landsford Canal State Park. The "Best Friend' interpretive center under construction at Sesqui. 

New wood-burning furnace at the Service & Supply Center. Superinten- A fish cleaning shelter, one of several buildings under construction at 
dent Leonard Jones explains that it is connected to the ductwork heating the Dreher Island, 
offices at the Center. 

Skeet range at Hickory Knob. Golf course at Hickory Knob. 



The Prescribed Burn 

1 he use of fire as a management tool has found a lot of 
advocates in recent years. Many landowners in this state use 
prescribed burns as a forest management practice to control 
hardwoods and underbrush in areas used for pine production. 
Other reasons for control fires include wildlife habitat 
improvement and to reduce fuel which helps prevent wild 
fires. 

There are a number of ways to conduct a prescribed burn. 
Several factors should be considered including wind direction 
and speed, humidity, amount of fuel on the ground and the 
number of days since the last good rain. 

A prescribed burn was recommended for Hunting Island 
in the new master plan. The primary reasons for this 
recommendation were to improved the wildlife habitat and 
maintain the slash pines found on the island. This park 
contains the only natural stand of slash pines in our system. 

On March 2, I traveled to Hunting Island with two 
foresters to conduct this burn. We met the park crew, district 
superintendent, and a fire warden with a tractor at the park. 
We discussed the fact that it was very dry for a fire but since 
the weatherman promised high humidity and very little wind 
we decided to proceed. A small test fire was set and it looked 
as though there would be no problems. 

You guessed it, just as soon as we were committed with a 
line of fire we were hit by a gust of wind that was sufficient to 
carry sparks across the park's lagoon and set fires in the cabin 
area. Since some of these fires were burning with the wind 
they were quite hot and since they were near the cabin area 
things were tense for the next few hours. Larry Duncan, 
Marshall West, and the entire park crew are to be commended 
for their coolness under fire and for their tenacity during this 
very long night. The fire was considered under control by 
four the next morning, and as you might expect the rangers 
were up bright and early attending to their normal chores 
after a few hours sleep. 

Incidentally, in the area planned for the prescribed burn 
we achieved the desired result. 

J.F.W. 

TRADITION 

The first session of the recently-completed Ranger 
Academy dealt with the history and tradition of our park 
system. Terms like "preservation" and "recreation" were 
scattered throughout this session but the underlying theme of 
"service to the people" was always present. 

By some strange coincidence I found an article on my desk 
dealing with the subject of tradition upon my return to the 
office. Written some thirty-five years ago by Lewis G. Scog-
gin, former director of the Florida State Park system, it was 
titled "Observations Made In State Parks In Our Neighbor
ing Southeastern States." A portion of his article should be of 
interest to us today . . . 

"One of my reasons for visiting State Parks in other Sou
theastern States was to observe how they do things and what 
facilities they have with which to do. I hoped, in some way, to 
learn how we can do our job in Florida a little better. 

"The second State Park visited was Table Rock in South 
Carolina - the birthplace of The Association of Southeastern 
State Park Directors in March of 1942. South Carolina is, by 
comparison with her neighbors, a small state but they have a 
big and successful State Park program. We got a hearty 
welcome as do all State Park visitors in South Carolina. The 
sound planning of early State Park days in South Carolina is 
reflected in the efficient operation of today's organization. 
South Carolina people know about State Parks and ihey 
flock to them. Table Rock is typical of the parks found in the 
mountains - intensive active recreation around the lake dur
ing the hot summer months and all cabins booked months 
ahead. 

"We found good meals served at the lodge; swimming, 
boating and fishing at the lake; hiking on the nature trails; 
horseback riding; and, a square dance at night on the upper 
floor of the lodge. Most of the activity appeared to be spon
taneous but you could tell that the influence of leadership in a 
recreation program had been passed on down from former 
seasons. There was always some pleasant, friendly member 
of the State Park personnel turning up wherever you went. 

"They are awake to the value of good publicity, too. 
Almost as soon as we arrived, a newspaper man was asking 
for data to print on a front-page story in the Greenville Times 
and getting pictures to run a full page spread the following 
week. That reporter didn't just happen out there. He had 
been invited by the Park Superintendent. This was one of the 
few places where the superintendent actually insisted on 
going along on a nature trail hike and that was only shortly 
after sunrise. He took me to the best spots to shoot movies of 
waterfalls and early morning views of the high mountains off 
to the West. 

"One incident struck me as a good demonstration of 
resourcefulness. The refreshment stand at the beach sold out 
all of their bottled soft drinks but that didn't phase the 
attendant. He broke out paper cups and opened large cans of 
Florida orange juice and grapefruit juice which he had 
tucked away in the cooler for just such an emergency. He was 
doing "land-office" business at 5<r per cup when we had to 
leave about 11:00 A.M. 

"Another demonstration of enthusiasm that is rare in State 
Park Superintendents, mostly because they have too many 
other worries much more important, was Mr. Cannon's 
insistence upon showing us through his home. He was so 
proud of his job and his home provided for him by the Park 
Service that he wanted the world to know about it and to 
share his pleasure and job — all this in spite of his wife being 
in the midst of preparations for a luncheon that day for the U. 
D. C. Chapter in the nearby town. When you go to South 
Carolina State Parks you can depend upon enthusiastic, 
courteous, well informed park attendants." 

Lewis G. Scoggin, Park Director 

(J.C. Cannon was Superintendent at Table Rock State 
Park from April 1946 to March 1947. He now lives near 
Landsford Canal State Park.) 

Joe Frank Watson 
Chief Naturalist 
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ON THE MOVE 

NEW EMPLOYEES 

STEPHEN BERRY — Ranger I — KM 
TOMMIE DOBSON — Groundskeeper — CO 
SUZANNE FRANCES FOWLER — Ranger I — EB 
A N N E T T E  G A I N E S  —  C l e r k  I I —  S A  
RONNIE GATHERS — Recreator — YACC 
JANICE LYONS — Hotel Desk Clerk — HK 
NANETTE PICCORILLO — Info Clerk II— CTL 
RUBY SHAW — Cook II— YACC 

PROMOTIONS AND TRANSFERS 

MICHAEL CLARK — Tradesworker — HK to Ranger II—HK 
GLEN FARR — Supt I — CO to Supt II — GF 
ANDREW GILLENS —Service & Supply Mgr. I—SSC to Adm 

Asst I — SSC 
RICHARD ISAAC — Ranger II— MB to Tradesworker —HK 
RONALD KIMBERLY — Ranger I — KM to Ranger II — GR 
CHARLES LOVE — Ranger II — HK to Supt II — PR 
N A N C Y  O ' C O N N E L L  —  R a n g e r  I —  M B  t o  R a n g e r  I I —  M B  
TOMMY PUTNAM — Adm Asst I — SSC to Service & Supply 

M g r .  I — S S C  
ROBERT SULLIVAN — Asst Supt — TR to Supt I — CO 
JAMES TAYLOR — Ranger I — TR to Asst Supt — TR 

RESIGNED 

FREDA ARDIS — Hotel Desk Clerk — HK 
ROBERT BREWER — Groundskpr — CO 
MICHAEL BURDEN — Ranger II — GR 
GEORGE GAYLA — Canteen Opr — CTL 
WILLIAM LINDLER — Rec Spec — YACC 
TERESA MARTINEZ — Clerk II — SA 
CHARLES MASON — Supt II — PR 
BRENDA MEANS — Info Clerk — CTL 
DANNY RISH — Ranger I — DI 
DEBRA SMITH — Audio Visual Tec. — CTL 
KATHRYN WILLIAMS — Canteen Opr — CTL 

RETIRED 
JOHN B. HOLLOW AY — Supt II— GF 
FRANK RICHBURG — Ranger I — CTL 

It was "the Summer of 71 ... 1971, that was a good year! 
As a new employee of the State Parks Division, I was hard at 
work on the first issue of "Park Lites," named by former Lee 
State Park Superintendent Van Pressley. I had made a quick 
tour of the system within the first five weeks, and my first 
editorial included my positive impressions of the park 
personnel and families that I had met. I said at that time that I 
was proud to be a member of the state parks family, and that 
still holds true almost ten years later. 

Many changes have occurred during these past years ...-
employees have come and gone, but the mission of serving 
the people through a first-rate system of state parks goes 
right on. With it has come some changes in "Park Lites" as we 
make it more of an internal publication to communicate 
thoughts and ideas among the members of our state park 
family. I hope that a feeling of pride swells within you as you 
read of the progress of South Carolina state parks. Each of us 
has an important role to perform, our combined efforts 
getting the task accomplished. 

I'm still trying to follow the advice of an anonymous 
journalist who once wrote: "When you've got a thing to say, 
say it... don't take half a day; life is short, a fleeting 
vapor ... don't you fill the entire paper with a tale, which at a 
pinch, could be cornered in an inch. Boil her down until she 
simmers. Polish her until she glimmers. 

" When you've got a thing to say, say it ... don't take half a 
day." 

DANA L. SAWYER, Editor 
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