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Each spring as we enter our busy season, we 
receive a greater volume of letters from park visitors 
concerning our facilities and personnel. We have 
already received a couple of complaints from visitors 
who felt that they were improperly treated by our park 
personnel. 

As has been stated on numerous past occasions, 
our primary job is to serve the public. We must accept 
the fact that we are "public servants" at all times. Unlike 
a person that drives from his home to the job and 
returns home at the end of the day, park personnel live 
at their job. Lest we think of this as being an 
inconvenience, the value of a park residence and 
utilities averages in excess of $4,000 per year! 

Park visitors expect and should receive the same 
courteous treatment from the wives of park personnel 
that they receive from our superintendents and 
rangers. A visitor that approaches a park residence 
seeking an answer to a question or directions to a 
facility may form a positive or negative opinion about 
the park based upon the treatment that he or she 
receives. 

Anytime that any of us, including Central office 
personnel, are on park property, we are expected to 
carry out our duties in an orderly, efficient and 
courteous manner at all times. Unlike a professional 
athlete, we are not allowed an "off day." As public 
servants, we should always be aware of our duties and 
responsibilities. Once we get to the point that we 
cannot accept these facts, we should make other 
decisions concerning our profession. 

I would ask each of us to re-examine our attitude 
toward our job and perform our duties as we are 
expected to. 

no. 
Ray M. Sisk, Director 
Division of State Parks 

Summer 1980 Page 1 



Keowee-Toxaway State Park Receives 
Beautification Award 

Keowee-Toxaway State Park received the first annual 
State Park Beautification Award April 9 at the annual 
Governor's Conference on Beautification and Communuity 
Improvement in Columbia. 

The special recognition plaque for state park beautification 
recognizes the increased emphasis on beautification efforts 
throughout the state parks system. 

Fred P. Brinkman, executive director of the S. C. 
Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism (PRT), pre
sented the award to Keowee-Toxaway State Park Superin
tendent John Rhodes (left) and Horace Craig, (center) District 
III Superintendent of PRT's State Parks Division. 

Keowee-Toxaway, a 1,000 acre park located in the 
scenic foothills of Pickens County along Lake Keowee, 
was honored for having the best maintained state park 
grounds in the system. 

The park received the award for the extensive 
work in beautification and erosion control that was 
done in this mountainous area. Native plants, such as 
laurels, were transplanted to appropriate places 
throughout the park and erosion barriers, consisting of 
cross ties, native stone and various ground covers, 
were placed on the park's steep banks. 

Other regional winners in the state park beautifi
cation competition were Myrtle Beach State Park, 
representing State Park District I: Santee State Resort 
Park, District II: Hickory Knob State Resort Park, 
District IV. 

Beautification improvements at Myrtle Beach State 
Park included placing traffic barriers of shrubs and 
ground covers at the park entrance and collection 
points, as well as planting various shrubs throughout 
the coastal park. 

Beautification efforts at Santee State Resort Park 
were concentrated particularly around the park 
restaurant, office and convention center. Native trees, 
such as dogwoods and myrtles, were also transplanted 
to eroded areas throughout the park. 

At Hickory Knob State Resort Park near McCor-
mick, the old grass around the lodge complex and the 
area was replanted with the variety of grasses that will 
keep the area green throughout the year. Shrubs and 
native trees were planted extensively in this area and 
erosion control measures were taken on the hilly 
slopes surrounding the main complex. 
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DISTRICT I 
DON FERGUSON, Superintendent 

Hampton Plantation State Park 

DISTRICT II 
CECIL PRUETTE, Ranger 

Cheraw State Park 

DISTRICT III 
CECIL HONEA, Ranger 

Oconee State Park 

DISTRICT IV 
CHARLES LOVE, Ranger 

Hickory Knob State Resort Park 

COLUMBIA OFFICE 
JOHN REID CLONTS, State Park Naturalist 

VALERIE LEVER, Secretary 

SERVICE & SUPPLY CENTER 
ALGIE "JUNIOR" CAMPBELL, 

Maintenance Supervisor 

CONSTRUCTION CREW 
J. R. ALTMAN, Supervisor 

Crew Members 
GEORGE MITCHELL, ANDREW BROWN, 

ROOSEVELT COPELAND, OSCAR KELLY, 
LAWRENCE WALTERS 

DON FERGUSON — Don is from Six Mile in 
Pickens County, where his parents still live. His father 
is retired from the Singer Plant, where he worked as a 
machinist. Don has two sisters, 27 and 18. He attended 
Daniel High School in Central, and graduated in 1973. 
After attending Anderson College for two years, Don 
transferred to Clemson, enrolled in the R.P.A. 
program and graduated in 1977. He was a member of 
the RPA Honorary Society, and interned at the Fulton 
County Recreation Department in Georgia. 

Don's wife, Krissy, was born in Charleston but 
spent most of her childhood years in Denmark (South 
Carolina!) The family moved to Pickens when she was 
12, so she graduated from Pickens High School. She 
started college at Winthrop, and worked at Paris 
Mpuntain during the summer months. It was at this 
time that she met Don, who had begun work as a 
Ranger I in August 1977 after helping his father on the 
farm for the previous three months after graduating 
from college. 

Don and Krissy were married the following May, 
and Krissy continued her education by attending 
classes at Furman University. Don was transferred to 
Hampton Plantation and promoted to Superintendent 
in July 1979, and Krissy, determined to complete her 
college education, has been commuting to the College 
of Charleston. She is attending both sessions of 
summer school and hopes to graduate in May of 1981 
with a degree in Elementary Education. She would like 
to teach grades four through six. 

(Behind Don is the foundation for the picnic area 
rest station and the chimney from caretaker Will 
Alston's former home. Ed.) 
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Don's hobbies are hunting, fishing and woodwork
ing. The end tables and coffee tables in the Ferguson's 
mobile home are products of Don's woodworking 
talents. He has also become interested in woodcarving 
as an outgrowth of the session conducted by Dan 
Turpin last fall at the superintendents' conference. 
Both Krissy and Don enjoy tent camping and hiking, 
and hope to do some backpacking in the near future. 
Krissy plays piano for a church in nearby McClellanville. 
She toured while in high school with a choir ensemble 
from her church in Pickens, and recalls the enjoyment 
of performing in such faraway states as Pennsylvania 
and New York. Krissy's parents have been enthusiastic 
campers and members of NCHA for years, and her 
sister Leslie was the National NCHA Queen several 
years ago. Her parents live at James Island. 

Both Don and Krissy are enjoying the peace and 
quiet at Hampton, and have become keen observers of 
the many species of wildlife that abound on the park. A 
number of visitors at Hampton in recent months saw 
the house as children when Mr. Rutledge took them 
through it. They have returned to rekindle pleasant 
childhood memories and are pleased that PRT has 
acquired the property and is working on the historic 
plantation home. 

CECIL PRUETTE — Cecil is a native of Sharon 
in western York County, but grew up in Rock Hill. His 
mother and his wife's family live there only one mile 
apart, making it easy to visit both families when Cecil 
attends National Guard drill once a month! 

Cecil has one brother and one sister, both younger 
than him. He graduated from Rock Hill High School in 
1955 with a desire to become a major league baseball 
player. 

Cecil worked for two years at Rock Hill Printing 
and Finishing Plant after graduating from high school, 
then enrolled at Erskine College in 1958. He studied 
Physical Education courses, but was mainly interested 
in playing baseball. He played first base at Erskine for 
two years, then attended major league training camps 
in Florida run by the Pittsburgh Pirates, the St. Louis 
Cardinals and several others. "If you're good enough, 
we'll find a place for you" was the story he heard, but 
he never made the grade. "I was a little slow of foot," 
Cecil said. 

When a major league baseball career didn't pan out, 
Cecil became one of the last to be drafted during the 
Vietnam conflict. He became a medic, and considers 
himself fortunate in receiving extensive medical 
training. Most of his tour of duty was at Fort Sam 
Houston, Texas with brief stints at Fort Bragg and 
Fort Gordon. Cecil married his wife, Pat in 1959 
(whose sister knew Cecil's sister) and was discharged 
from the Army in the fall of 1961. Cecil and Pat have 
two adopted children, Mike, 9 and Annie, 5. Pat's 
occupation is ringing doorbells, for she is an "Avon 
lady!" 

For five years after his discharge, Cecil was 
shipping superintendent at York Corrugated Container 
Company. From 1967 to 1973 Cecil worked in 
Charlotte as Production Manager for a package 
products printing firm. Cecil had visited Kings 
Mountain, talked with some of the park personnel, and 
decided that park work was something that he'd really 
enjoy. A Ranger I vacancy at Cheraw in 1973 
prompted Cecil and his wife to take a look at the park. 
They both liked it from the start, and still consider 
Cheraw a perfect vacation place. 

The Pruettes moved to Greenwood in 1975, where 
he worked as a Ranger II and the family lived in a 
mobile home near the gate. Cecil left the system and 
worked in Charlotte for a while. However, his 
commuting from Rock Hill didn't allow him much time 
with his family, so he checked into the possibility of 
returning to Cheraw State Park. Although Cecil took a 
big pay cut to return to the park system as a Ranger I, 
he has never regretted it. "I really enjoy my work," 
Cecil said, "and it's important for my wife to be 
happy." 
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The Pruette family enjoys tent camping, and have 
visited sixteen or seventeen, in addition to a couple of 
trips to Florida. They look forward to visiting other 
state parks in the coming months. Cecil enjoys all 
sports, although a shoulder separation from playing 
softball has slowed him down a bit! Both he and Pat 
enjoy vegetable and flower gardening but Cecil admits 
to being too impatient to fish! They have ten or eleven 
birdhouses near the residence, with birds in almost all 
of them. Pat refers to her birdbook and uses her 
binoculars daily to watch the birds as they grow. Red 
cockaded woodpeckers have established a colony in 
their garden, and many park visitors enjoy the variety 
of birds that can always be found in the yard. 

Although Cecil enjoyed his years of schooling, he 
thinks that he has learned much more from his years 
of experience. He has almost twenty years in the 
National Guard and is a medium platoon sergeant. He 
enjoys his daily contact with park visitors and 
considers the unruly ones a challenge. His learning 
experience with the park system has been supple
mented by attendance at both the Maintenance School 
and the Criminal Justice Academy. Their family 
attends Cash Baptist Church, located just a short 
distance off the park. He has been one of a select few 
within the state park system to win the "Scribe 
Award." 

It is obvious that Cecil and his family enjoy living 
and working at Cheraw State Park, and their tidy log 
home is one of the most picturesque in the system! 

The picturesque log residence of the Pruettes at Cheraw. 

CECIL W. HONEA — Cecil spent his boyhood 
days in Oakway, a small town below Westminster. His 
wife, Carolyn, is from Mountain Rest, another small 
community just a few miles from Oconee State Park. 
Cecil's parents have a farm, where they raise cotton, 
corn, wheat and cows for milk production. He has 
three brothers and three sisters. 

Cecil attended school in Oakway, but left in the 
seventh grade to work on the farm. He went to work 
at the J. P. Stevens plant in Clemson when he was 18 
years old, and stayed there for 13 years. After leaving 
there on a Friday, he took a job at a needle plant in 
West Union, and began the following Monday! After 
three years at the needle plant, he left on a Friday and 
. . . you guessed it! . . . started at Oconee the following 
Monday, July 1, 1969, to be exact! 

Cecil had been exposed to park work through his 
brother-in-law, Lloyd King and Oconee Ranger Louie 
Ridley. Cecil and Carolyn have two sons, Brandon, 3 
and Richie, 9. Carolyn works at the Sangamo meter 
plant in West Union, where she's been punching the 
clock for l/2 years. Cecil keeps the farm mowed and 
has a small l/2-acre garden. 
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One of Cecil's favorite pasttimes is attending stock 
car races, his two favorite tracks being Charlotte and 
Atlanta. He also enjoys hunting and fishing, but 
confesses that he hasn't done much of either lately! 
Carolyn does some beautician work in her spare time, 
fixing the hair of neighbors and friends. Cecil says that 
Lloyd King is Oconee County's "goat man" with a herd 
of five or six of the bearded rascals! 

The Honeas stay pretty close to home, and hope to 
add about 900 square feet to their mobile home. Cecil 
is a Deacon at Bethlehem Baptist Church in nearby 
Mountain Rest. He hasn't given much thought to 
retirement, since it's still far off in the distance! The 
Honeas have visited quite a few state parks, and 
Givhans Ferry is one of their favorites. The Honeas 
live less than one mile from the park, with their 
property adjoining Oconee. Cecil admits that he dearly 
loves two things (in addition to his family, of course!) 
. . . living back up in the mountains of Oconee 
County, and working at Oconee State Park! And ... I 
have no reason to doubt his word! 

CHARLES LOVE — Charles, whose father is 
retired from textiles, is a native of York County. He 
has one sister and seven older brothers, which helps to 
explain why Charles didn't have to wear secondhand 
clothes. "They were worn out by the time they got to 
me," Charles said, "but I had my share of used 
bicycles, though!" His family moved to Clover when he 
was twelve, and he graduated from Clover High 
School in 1971. For the following year Charles worked 
at a textile plant. He had worked the second shift since 
the age of 14 while going to high school. 

Love had been a friend of Charles Mason (now the 
superintendent at Pleasant Ridge State Park) and both 
of them had sought employment with state parks 
through the local Job Service office. They went to 
Kings Mountain in October 1974 as ranger trainees. 

The following May, Love, a Ranger I, was 
transferred to Landsford Canal. Three years later he 
was promoted to Ranger II and transferred to Hickory 
Knob. His wife, Diane, is also from York County, and 
graduated from Clover High School, where they first 
met. The Loves have two children, Charles, Jr., 8 and 
Sylvia, 6. While Diane stays at the park residence and 
keeps house, Charles helps to keep Hickory Knob 
looking good. In his spare time, Charles enjoys a 
friendly game of cards or pool, and has been known to 
knock a few heads in an "unfriendly" game of 
basketball with other park employees! Diane also plays 
some basketball and softball, and she and Charles 
have been known to wet a hook or two in the nearby 
Clark Hill Reservoir! 

The Loves hope to go to Six Flags over Georgia 
this summer, and to the mountains in the fall. Charles 
really enjoys working at Hickory Knob, and remembers 
vividly his first weekend at the park when he and other 
employees painted the lodge! "The crew here has 
really been an inspiration to me," Charles said. He is 
interested in learning as much as he can on the job, 
and hopes to visit more parks in the future. One of his 
favorite pasttimes involves playing with his children. 
Don't let them wear you out, Charles! 

JOHN REID CLONTS — John Reid, a native-
born South Carolinian who is proud of it, hails from 
Columbia. He prefers his full name, including the 
middle name Reid, which he received from his 
grandmother. "She named me for a friend of hers," he 
said, "and I use it in memory of her." The son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Glenn C. Clonts, Sr., John Reid graduated 
from Columbia High School in 1969. His high school 
accomplishments included the Godbold Award for 
extracurricular activities; Vice President of the National 
Honor Society; President of Representative Council; 
Lieutenant Governor of the Carolina's District of Key 
Club International; a delegate to Palmetto Boys State 
and a member of the Senior Hall of Fame. He also 
received letters in varsity football and track, playing 
defensive guard and offensive tackle for the former and 
putting the shot for the latter. 
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Clonts attended the University of South Carolina 
from 1969 to 1973, and graduated with a B.S. degree 
from the College of Science and Mathematics in June 
of that year. His major was biology and his minor was 
psychology. From August 1973 to June 1974, he taught 
various science courses at Allendale Academy. "I was 
the science department!" he said. 

John Reid returned to Carolina in the fall of 1974 to 
pursue a master's degree in Biology, which he expects 
to receive this August. During this time he was a 
teaching assistant in the Biology Department and 
curator of the university greenhouse. He was working 
on his Master's thesis — "The Vascular Flora of Table 
Rock Mountain" — when the job for state park 
naturalist came open in 1976. Clonts delayed complet
ing the requirements for his Master's degree to accept 
the job. 

John Reid's father, Charlie, is a cook for the YACC 
camp at Sesqui, while his mother works part-time with 
the Bayview Child Development Center of Bayview 
Baptist Church. John Reid has four brothers: Michael, an 
engineer with SCE&G; Craig, employed by the First 
American National Bank, Nashville; Glenn, a landscaper 
with the Spring Valley Garden Center; and Allen, a 
pipefitter for a Columbia sprinkler company. 

All of "the Clonts boys" enjoy clogging, and have 
attended clogging festivals at Oconee State Park. They 
have also been active in state park special programs, 
while Glenn and his wife Christy have displayed their 
wares at the Atalaya Arts and Crafts Festival. 

John Reid is married to the former Janet Locklear 
of Aiken. A 1978 graduate of U.S.C.'s College of 
Journalism, Janet is employed in the Processing and 
Benefits Section of the University's Personnel Office. 
She and John Reid met while she was interning with Kay 
McCoy in the Governor's Beautification Program. 
Janet was preparing a brochure on the "Trees and 
Statuary of the State House Grounds," and she sought 
John Reid's assistance in identifying the various trees. 
Dan Turpin also played "matchmaker" when he 
secured Janet's help with the Atalaya Arts and Crafts 
Festival. Janet and John Reid worked together at the 
Festival for five days, and their friendship continued to 
grow by leaps and bounds! 

Both Janet and John Reid have been active 
workers in church youth ministries for the past two 
years. John Reid's hobbies include sewing outdoor cloth
ing, cooking, hiking, backpacking and botanizing, the latter 
term meaning looking for new plants in the woods with 
botanist friends. Janet enjoys sewing, quilting, weaving 
and playing the piano. They both enjoy traveling in 
South Carolina and the southeast, but they are not too 
interested in crossing the Mason-Dixon line! "We may 
cross the Mississippi River one time just to see what's 
on the other side," Clonts quipped! Both enjoy the 
mountains, and recently made a trip through the 
Smokies into the Cumberlands. They like country 
music, and have combined visits to their brother's 
home in Nashville with concerts at the Grand Old 
Opry. 

A wall hanging in his office attests to John Reid's 
sense of good humor in spite of his great tragedy. A 
framed photograph of the remains of his Triumph TR-7 
sports car after tangling with a tree on the entrance 
road at Hickory Knob provides evidence of an 
"environmental impact study" that he conducted! "I'm 
not alone," Clonts remarked, "for that same Southern 
red oak has totalled two other cars!" 

Both Janet and John Reid enjoy farming and 
gardening, and would like to buy a small farm of 10 to 
12 acres. They are living in a mobile home, and would 
like to relocate it on such a piece of farmland until they 
can afford to build. 

John Reid has labelled himself "the state's largest 
naturalist," and we in the state parks system are 
indeed fortunate to have him on our side! 
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VALERIE LEVER — Valerie is from West 
Columbia, but has lived in Texas, Mississippi, Florida, 
Washington and South Carolina as a "brat!" Her father 
has retired from the Air Force, where he attained the 
rank of chief master sergeant. Valerie enjoys living 
near her parents, and prefers Florida to the other 
places that she has called "home" during the past 
years of her life. 

Valerie spend her "growing up" years in Biloxi, 
Mississippi. The family moved back to West Columbia 
in 1966, and she graduated from Airport High School 
in 1968. Valerie has one brother, Mike, who works for 
Southern Railroad and lives in Gaston. She got 
married in 1968 prior to graduating from high school. 
Valerie has three children, Wendy, 11; Kenny, 9; and 
Jamie, 3. She moved to Charlotte, N.C. for six 
months, then returned to West Columbia. Valerie and 
her husband were divorced in 1976. After working as 
an inventory and purchase order clerk for Cherokee-
Kenworth Truck Sales for seven months, Valerie quit 
and enrolled at Midlands TEC's Airport campus. 
During the course of her studies in General Office 
work, Valerie was named "Student of the Year" for 
outstanding achievement in 1978. She made the 
Dean's List and received a plaque which she displays 
proudly on the wall in her office. (See photo! Ed.) 

After completing her studies at Midlands TEC, 
Valerie worked as a legal secretary for a law firm in 
Lexington. She didn't like that type of work and left 
after six months to accept a job in November 1978 as a 
Secretary with PRT's State Parks Division. 

Valerie married Timothy Lever in April, 1980 and 
they are living in the Springdale section of West 
Columbia. Timothy works at the Columbia Fire 
Department. 

Valerie enjoys reading any book that she can get her 
hands on, and watching her son Kenny play baseball in 
the Pee-Wee league. His team plays twice a week, and 
already Kenny has seven trophies to prove his 
proficiency! Her husband enjoys water skiing, snow 
skiing and gardening. He owns a Harley-Davidson 
Sportster, and he and Valerie ride frequently, including 
several trips each year to the mountains. They went to 
Disney World last summer and hope to return this 
year. On their list of "things to do in the future" is a 
cruise to the Bahamas. 

The entire family enjoys camping in their 27' 
Coachman travel trailer. Places at which they have 
camped include Disney World, Myrtle Beach, Caro-
winds, the mountains, Poinsett and Santee State 
Parks. Timothy is a cousin of Ray Lever, who operates 
a very successful barbecue business in Columbia. 
Valerie and Timothy are renting a home at the present 
time, but would eventually like to have a place on Lake 
Murray. 

ALGIE "JUNIOR" CAMPBELL — "Junior" was 
born in Lugoff, where his parents still live. His father 
72, is a retired farmer and his mother, 62, works in a 
sewing plant in West Columbia. The Campbells had a 
large vegetable farm for years and sold retail and 
wholesale at such places as the Farmers' Market. They 
now have a smaller garden to supply their own needs. 
Junior has a brother working at duPont's Lugoff plant 
and two sisters living in Elgin and Winnsboro. 

Junior went to Dentsville High School through the 
eleventh grade, then began a long career of carpentry 
and heavy equipment work. While his jobs were 
confined to the Columbia area, he switched back and 
forth from one area to the other. In the equipment line, 
he has used everything from a front-end loader to a 
tractor trailer! "I never got involved with much repair 
work," he said, "just enough to keep it running from 
one day to the next!" 

During this period, Junior did framing and trim 
work for a residential builder, worked for himself and 
as a trouble-shooter for Bagnal Builders component 
house division. He knew Leonard Jones from "way 
back when" to school days when Leonard drove a 
school bus. PRT's State Parks Division was looking for 
someone to work with Buddy Batten at the Service & 
Supply Center and continue the work after Buddy 
retired. This was in the mid-seventies, and Junior was 
hired for the job. 
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Although most of Junior's work at the Service & 
Supply Center is in the area of carpentry, his talents 
extend to other areas such as plumbing and electrical 
work. Most of his working hours are spent in the shop, 
but he has upon occasion done some work at various 
state parks. Examples of this include remodeling the 
training center and building the train shed at Sesqui, 
and building cabinets at Cheraw. 

Some of the most challenging projects that he has 
tackled since being with PRT were making parts for a 
loom and reworking the gear wheels for the cotton gin 
now located at Kings Mountain State Park's living 
farm. It took three weeks to dismantle the cotton gin 
at its original location in Lexington County. All parts 
had to be marked for rebuilding at the park. Junior 
likes the variety of work at the Service & Supply 
Center. "We do a little bit of everything here," Junior 
said, "not like an assembly line at a manufacturing 
plant." Much of their work is done from rough 
sketches or plans. A recent project involved the 
building of small tables to be used at Welcome Centers 
by mothers when changing their babies' diapers. The 
tables were built from a photograph! 

Junior's wife, Nettie, is from Elgin, where she stays 
at home while Junior brings home the bacon. Their 
daughter, Nettie, is attending grammar school in Elgin. 
Junior has a shop at his home where he does welding, 
woodworking, mechanical repairs and body work. He 
and his wife enjoy fishing, and his wife does a little 
bicycle riding. 

Their travels have been limited to the Southeast, 
from Florida to the Smoky Mountains. Junior likes to 
examine old homes and buildings to see how they were 
built. He was extremely impressed with the workman
ship at Biltmore House, located near Asheville, North 
Carolina. "I could spend days there," he said, "for the 
woodwork is perfect!" 

Junior Campbell is an excellent example of a self-
taught person with an amazing amount of practical 
experience and everyday horse sense. This writer 
believes that he could make almost anything with a few 
pieces of wood and a little time, and his talents are a 
valuable addition to the capabilities of the Service & 
Supply Center. 

PRT's CONSTRUCTION CREW — One of the 
busiest and most valuable service arms of PRT's State 
Parks Division is the Construction Crew. There is 
practically no limit to the things they can do, and 
they've probably done a little bit of most everything in 
the past eleven or twelve years since PRT came to life 
in the late sixties. 

J. R. hails from Waycross, Georgia, and his wife, 
Winona, also a "cracker," is from Screven. J. R. and 
his brother, Bobby, have worked together for some 
twenty years. They both live in the shadow of the 
Service & Supply Center in rondettes similar to those 
at Santee. Bobby is a Highway Maintenance Foreman 
by official title, but is better known as Service & 
Supply Superintendent Leonard Jones' "right-hand 
man!" 

J. R. and Winona have four children, three 
daughters and one son; Jane, 25, Ann, 22, Sharon, 15, 
and Victor, 11. With all four children living at home, 
Winona has a full-time job keeping house. J. R., who 
has been with PRT since 1968, enjoys fishing and riding 
his Honda 400 with son Victor. J. R. and Bobby came to 
the South Carolina state park system from the 
Georgia state park operation, where they had worked 
for Bill Lampkin, a former employee with the E & P 
division. 

J. R. and the Mrs. have a 24' camper, which they 
use particularly in the summer months when the 
children are out of school. Winona, Sharon and Victor 
camp at a park while J. R. works there. They have 
visited most of the older state parks, since that is 
where J. R. has done most of his "dirty work!" 

Work accomplished by J. R. and his crew consists 
mainly of electrical work, plumbing, earth moving and 
minor carpentry. Their "orders from headquarters" 
come from Chief of Construction William Lucas. 
Equipment used by the crew includes a crew cab, 
pickup, bulldozer, front-end loader and backhoe, Ditch 
Witch, three dump trucks and a service truck. 
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(Upper left) J. R. Altman 

(Upper right) Installing 50-amp service to campsites at 
Huntington Beach are (from left): Roosevelt Copeland, Oscar 
Kelly and Lawrence Walters. 

(Below) Doing a little "landscaping" on a campsite at 
Huntington Beach are (from left): Andrew Brown and George 
Mitchell. 

Helping J. R. are crew members George Mitchell, 
Andrew Brown, Roosevelt Copeland, Oscar Kelly and 
Lawrence Walters, all who live near Bowman and ride 
to work together. George, the only original member of 
the construction crew, enjoys fishing and hunting in his 
spare time, while Andrew likes to play basketball and 
shoot pool. He and his wife Diretha have a son, l/2 

years young. Roosevelt says that he enjoys "just taking 
it easy" when off the job. Oscar and his wife Nathine 
have a son, Jimmy, 27. Oscar fishes, hunts and farms 
on his days off. Lawrence, single and enjoying it that 
way, installs carpet when not working for PRT. His 
father Charlie worked with PRT for a number of years, 
first at Santee, then at Service & Supply. 

When asked about the most challenging job the 
crew has tackled, J. R. said that there had been many, 
but replacing the dam at Lee was at the top of the list! 
"We tore out the old one and rebuilt it from scratch!" 
J. R. exclaimed. 

One thing's for certain; when J. R. and the crew 
are at work, success is not far around the corner! 
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Before giving a brief summary of major District 
maintenance events, I would like to recognize the unsung 
heroines of the park system, the better halves, perhaps the 
most underated members of our team; Park wives. We've all 
heard it said that behind every good man is a woman. The 
same statement holds true if the word park is placed in front 
of man. It's the married park man that really takes advantage 
of this help. 

Park wives are an important part of our park system. I 
generally relate to a married applicant when interviewing that 
his happiness largely depends on that of his wife. Wives, 
living on the park, generally get involved in park work to 
some extent whether they like it or not. For instance, I would 
dare not estimate the number of phone calls answered, 
information given, facilities reserved, or messages carried by 
park wives each year. Often times, if a man's wife types just a 
little better or faster than him, she gets volunteered into 
helping type park reports. Wives also become very familiar 
with park uniforms as they are the ones most responsible for 
the neat appearance of our work force. Some wives even go 
so far as to place the badge and name tag on their husbands 
dress shirts. Park wives also accept the responsibility along 
with their husbands for keeping the park residences 
presentable at all times. This is a job in itself. 

As you can see, the life of a park wife is not always easy. 
After all, they're the ones who see their carefully prepared 
dinners grow cold as their husbands put in the often needed 
extra hours. They are often the first ones to be awakened by a 
late night phone call or a knock on the door concerning park 
emergencies. 

All in all, these women provide a tremendous service and 
the park system is honored to have their willingness and 
support in seeing the public served by our parks. Girls, we 
love you and appreciate you. Keep up the good work. 

P.S. Let's not forget many of these women also have 
careers. In District I the list includes nurses, teachers, 
secretaries, bank tellers, students, and various other occupa
tions. 

Thanks to the maintanance crew's help: 

1. The park crew is putting the final coat of paint on 
cabin No.3 at Givhans Ferry after renovation. 

2. Contractors are making good progress on the mansion 
renovation, restroom and shelter construction at Hampton 
Plantation. 

3. The construction crew has nearly completed rewiring 
75 campsites at Huntington Beach. 

4. Thanks again for the help from the Construction and 
Maintenance crews at Hunting Island. The three relocated 
cabins have been renovated and are presently being rented. 
They really look good. The new parking lots will be a big 
help. We now have central air conditioning and a new ice 
machine room at the park Trading Post. 

All parks are into the grass cutting season, and most are 
busy preparing the swimming areas, pools, and other facilities 
for the summer season. 

LARRY W. DUNCAN 
District I Superintendent 
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CHARL E S  TOWNE LA N D IN G  - As the summer is 
rapidly going by, visitors to Charles Towne Landing are 
enjoying the young animals in the Animal Forest. Our first 
litter of wolf pups was born this spring. Wolves do not breed 
well in captivity — they must find a suitable mate and usually 
mate for life. With the new pups, we have started the wolf 
pack needed to complete the necessary number of animals for 
that natural habitat. Other young animals have arrived as 
they do every spring and summer. Park visitation is 
maintaining as best as can be expected. We were hoping for 
higher attendance than last year, but will have to settle for 
about the same number. July fourth will be a new experience 
for us; we will allow automobiles to park on the property 
with the overflow going to Ashley Plaza Mall. The Summer 
Film Program has been expanded this year to include two 
themes: Tuesdays will be DOWN TO THE SEA IN SHIPS 
and Thursdays will be NATURE AND ECOLOGY. The 
films have shown to capacity audiences and many have two 
showings when scheduling permits. A summer Indian 
awareness program is being offered for neighborhood groups 
to learn about Coastal Carolina Indians and for the 
youngsters to spend the summer recreating their own Indian 
village and sports for their entertainment. Parents have 
expressed interest in having their children spend the summer 
with this type of activity. We will be interested in seeing and 
knowing what activities the children undertake. 

BECKY THOMPSON 
Tour Guide 

EDISTO BEACH STATE PARK — It appears that 1980 
will definitely be a year of changing camping styles as the 
state of the economy and the gasoline situation are obviously 
making their impact felt. 

Although our camping to date is slightly below the same 
period last year, I do not feel that this small difference carries 
any significance. What is very apparent is the change seen in 
the type of camping units people are using. Tents and other 
smaller camping units are obviously becoming more and 
more the choice of economy-minded travelers. Over the past 
few years, a full camping area normally contained only a few 
tents, most units being trailers and motor homes. This year, 
tents appear suddenly to be well on the way to comprising a 
majority of our camping units. The trend definitely appears 
to be toward the use of smaller camping units. 

Another change noted this year is a substantial increase in 
requests for information and reservations. People still seem 
to be planning to travel on their vacations, but they are doing 
more planning ahead to be sure of finding accommodations 
available and cutting down on excess travel. 

The coming year promises to change the way many 
approach their outdoor recreation. It should be interesting to 
see what trends continue and develop as the year progresses. 

KURT K. BECHT 
Superintendent 

COLLETON STA TE PARK - Colleton State Park is 
having a fairly good year so far. Our camping is only 42 sites 
behind last year, and now that more local people are starting 
to use our facilities, we hope to have a very busy summer 
season. High gasoline prices have definitely cut down on our 
tourist business, although we have had campers from West 
Germany, England, Nova Scotia, and Canada. Campers from 
California and Wisconsin told me that they had decided it 
was now or never if they were to see this great country of 
ours. They had been planning these trips for years. 

The Edisto River again this year is our main attraction. 
The Swirling Lady is providing some fabulous fishing this 
year. Most of our local campers come out for a weekend 
trip, although the majority of our tourists stay only one 
night. They usually stop in on their way to Florida and like 
the park so well that they will try to arrange their schedule so 
they can stop on the trip home. 

Bill Fowler and I are both looking forward to the coming 
summer season and we hope you all have a fine and safe year. 
Don't forget to stop in if you are down this way and MAY 
GOD BLESS US ALL in the difficult times ahead. 

HARRY G. FARR 
Superintendent 

GIVHANS FERRY STATE PARK — Here we are, 
rushing headlong into the summer season! We started our 
pre-season off with a full house. Everything rentable was 
rented the weekend of Easter. I think I could have rented a 
dozen cabins if I had had them, and about two dozen 
shelters. It seems that there are never enough to go around. 

For some unknown reason, camping and cabins have 
slowed down. Could it be possible that the price of gasoline 
and the unemployment is affecting us? It seems highly 
unlikely when you look at the attendance of the day users. 
They are still wall-to-wall. At the writing of this article a few 
days before Mother's Day, we are wondering if we will have 
the crowds as we did last year. We had some poor souls here 
at 7:30 a.m. to be assured of getting a table. Last year they 
were wise to do just that because all were taken early in the 
day. 

This year looks real good, based on the reservations for 
picnic shelters and the recreation building. All of them are 
reserved well into July, August, and September. The cabins 
have slowed down somewhat, but they have rented 
exceptionally well this spring. The camping has slowed too 
but that usually happens as we go into summer. 

As we go into the summer season, I feel sure no one will 
be lacking for anything to do. I hope each of you will have a 
safe and happy summer. MAY GOD BLESS . . . 

JOHN B. HOLLOWAY 
Superintendent 

Summer 1980 Page 13 



H A M P T O N  P L A N T A T I O N  — The azaleas were beauti
ful again this year at Hampton. 1 was truly amazed, as all 
were who saw them, at their brilliance and variety of colors. 

Even though Hampton receives limited publicity, and 
view to the public is limited due to restoration, news of it 
continues to spread. I have had two large groups visit the 
park this spring. One group of 65 people from the Historic 
Charleston Foundation visited in March. A group of 45 
eighth graders from the East Cooper School of Mount 
Pleasant toured the house and grounds in April. 

All the visitors to the park continue to be interested in 
restoration work and the completion date of it. 

The local people are also interested and are anxious to see 
restoration completed. They are proud to have a place of 
such historic significance near them. 

I welcome anyone to stop by and see the work going on at 
Hampton and 1 hope that everyone has a good summer 
season. 

DONALD G. FERGUSON 
Superintendent 

H U N T I N G  I S L A N D  S T A T E  P A R K  — With all that has 
happened since the last issue of Park Lites, 1 don't think that 
there would be enough room in this entire issue to list them. 

Before 1 go any further I would personally like to thank 
everybody in the Columbia Office, Service & Supply, 
Maintenance and Construction Crews, Larry Duncan and the 
staff here at the park for all the help and support that each 
one has given me and the park during my first year here. 
Without their combined efforts I don't believe we would have 
been ready to open for the busy season. In spite of what has 
happened I am not sure that we are ready, but a sincere 
thanks to all! 

Our day use attendance has really been good and the 
cabins as always have been full practically every day since 
March. Camping has been down but maybe it will pick up 
when school gets out. We are still getting our usual high 
number of out-of-state campers with a big portion of these 
coming from Savannah. 

The renourishment of the beach has been completed and 
it really looks good. Last year at high tide we had no beach 
and this year we have up to 250 feet. High tides last year 
acted like a big broom and swept the beach of litter but this 
year with all the beach that we have, we will have to do it 
ourselves. 

All of our A-2's have been hired and 1 believe that we will 
have a good crew this year. Most of our A-2 employees 
worked here last summer so most will be familiar with the 
operation. 

If any of you are down this way be sure to stop by and 
say "Hello". Here's hoping that we all have a safe and 
prosperous summer. 

MARSHALL WEST 
Superintendent 

H U N T I N G T O N  B E A C H  S T A T E  P A R K  — By the time this 
article is printed, 1 guess we'll be in full swing trying to 
survive another summer season. The price of gasoline is 
already beginning to show a decline in park usage here at 
Huntington Beach. The number of total park visitors for this 
year is approximately 70,000 shy of the same period for 1979. 
Camping is short by about 450 units and total revenue is 
down about $6,000. It's still early yet to try and predict what 
the trend in camping is going to be over the next couple of 
years, but the campers seem to be cutting down on their 
weekend trips and taking longer vacations. 1 think we are 
also beginning to see a definite increase in tent camping as 
compared to the more expensive travel trailers and motor 
homes. 

Can we, as park personnel, improve on the situation in 
any way? Well, maybe not in the sense of increasing revenue 
or total park visitation on a large scale basis. However, we 
can certainly strive to work harder to try and gain the respect 
and confidence of the visitors that we do get. People are 
having to pay more for their vacations now so with all due 
respect, 1 think they are entitled to expect more from us than 
they did a couple of years back. We will just have to work a 
little bit longer, sing a little bit louder, smile a little bit wider 
and if we get complairfts, bite our tongues a little bit harder. If 
we can furnish the people with an enjoyable experience at our 
S. C. State Parks by providing clean and well maintained 
facilities, courteous hospitality and open friendships, then they 
will keep coming back and maybe even pass the word along 
to their friends. 

Before I close I would like to give credit where credit is 
due. R. J. Altman and the construction crew have done a 
marvelous job wiring the north campground with so many 
campers coming in and out every day. The job was finished in 
record time with little or no inconvenience to the campers. 
Also, I would like to say thanks to my crew here at 
Huntington Beach consisting of Dennis Hart — Ranger III, 
Tommy Raynor — Ranger II, Homer Stanton — Ranger II 
and Steve Mcintosh — Ranger I. They are the ones that 
really keep things rolling and I'm proud to have each and 
every one of them backing me all the way. Looking back over 
the months that I've been here, we have gone through 
Hurricane David, the Atalaya Art Festival, Canadian Week, 
Easter, Low Country Lifestyles and Murrells Inlet Outdoor 
Art Show and I don't think things could have gone any 
smoother. I extend my thanks to these men and look forward 
to experiencing a successful and prosperous summer with 
them. Maybe when its over we can all gather at my house 
again and barbecue another deer and hog. If we're lucky 
maybe the weather won't dump seven inches of snow on our 
barbecue pit like it did this past March first! 

MAC COPELAND 
Superintendent 
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M Y R T L E  B E A C H  S T A T E  P A R K  — It is the time of 
year again when the summer crowds are just around the 
corner. The crowds are picking up now, especially since the 
weather is getting warmer. Our spring was an unusually cool 
one and it kept the campers away. 

Carl LeGrand, our Tradesworker, and his wife Lou have 
a daughter they can be proud of. Diana, who is a Senior this 
year at Myrtle Beach High School and will graduate in May, 
represented Myrtle Beach in the Miss Junior Miss pageant 
which was held in Sumter. Girls were chosen on poise, 
personality and scholastic achievement. She was also asked to 
represent the Castaways, a local nightspot, in the Miss Miller 
High Life pageant during Easter. Diana plans to attend 
USC's Coastal campus this fall. Congratulations, Diana! 

Fishing has been fair this spring. There was only about a 
week of spots but now there are some whiting being caught. 
All of the area piers will be participating in the King 
Mackerel tournament in June. Hopefully, everyone who 
entered will go home with a fish. 

The gas situation and high prices will play big parts in our 
summer crowds. We are still having a lot of visitors from the 
northern U. S. and Canada. They are staying about the same 
length of time. Hopefully, the trend of family vacations will 
continue. Our gas is a lot cheaper than in the north and if 
there is a way they can make it here, then they will still 
vacation each year. 

We would like to welcome Gerald Harris and his wife, 
Monine, to the park. Gerald was promoted to Asst. Supt. 
from Kings Mountain. We wish him the best of luck at his 
new job. 

ROBERT TURNER 
Superintendent 

R I V E R S  B R I D G E  S T A T E  P A R K  — Things here at the 
park have been slow so far this year. Camping has been off 
also. One camper we had was walking from Charleston to 
California, and one was riding a bike to Washington. 

Wayne and Murrell have been doing work on the 
community building for us. They do real good work and it's a 
pleasure having them in the park. 

We just got through the weekend with our water pump in 
the picnic areas not working. 

Things are so dry now that we are having to haul water in 
trash cans to water our plants with. Hope we get some rain 
soon! 

We now have a small bear in the swamp. So far we have a 
panther (or two), otters, bear, alligators, beautiful birds, lots of 
snakes and some very lovely scenery. 

That's it for now. 

JERRY PRICE 
Superintendent 

WINNERS vs. LOSERS 

O L D  D O R C H E S T E R  S T A T E  P A R K  — Hello from Old 
Fort Dorchester! 

We find ourselves about to jump into another summer 
season. Usage has already picked up with several bus loads of 
school children a day. We have been busy cutting grass and 
generally trying to put a few finishing touches on the park 
before the summer season really starts. 

Our revenue for this year is off by about sixty dollars and 
our attendance is generally down. Our out-of-state visitors 
are down also. I feel that this is caused by the increase in the 
rising cost of gas and general inflation. 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome my 
ranger back into the park system. 1 am sure that most of you 
remember Mel Felder. 

From the families at Old Fort Dorchester we wish each of 
you a happy and safe summer season. 

CHARLES CUMBEE 
Superintendent 

THE WINNER 

THE LOSER -

THE WINNER 

THE LOSER -

THE WINNER -

THE LOSER — 

THE WINNER 

THE LOSER -

THE WINNER -

THE LOSER -

THE WINNER 

THE LOSER 

— is always a part of the answer; 

— is always a part of the problem; 

— always has a program; 

always has an excuse. 

— says "let me do it for you"; 

says "that's not my job". 

— sees an answer for every problem; 

sees a problem in every answer. 

— sees a green near every sand trap; 

— sees two or three sand traps near 
every green. 

— says "it may be difficult but it's 
possible"; 

says "it may be possible but it's too 
difficult." 
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1. Pleasant Ridge Ranger William Grant and his tame flying 
squirrel, "Tweety." Tweety, who lived alone at the park last 
year, has found a companion this year! 

2. One of the tree-lined holes at Hickory Knob State 
Resort Park's 18-hole golf course, now under construction. 

3. This jetty at Huntington Beach State Park provides 
beach erosion control and a fine place for surf fishing. 

4. The shoreline at Fort Watson (Santee Indian Mound) 
near Santee State Park has undergone a recent face-lifting. 

5. Poinsett Superintendent George Gordon receives a 
telephone request for cabin rental. The telephone answering 
service, shown in foreground, was installed at George's 
request and proved to be a tremendous asset in dealing with 
the public. Its capacity of 30 calls is filled nearly every day! 
Similar units have recently been placed in operation at 
Oconee, Cheraw, Edisto Beach, Barnwell, Table Rock, 
Pleasant Ridge and Givhans Ferry. 
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The park crew at Cheraw were all smiles when the Ditch 
Witch finally left to return to the Service and Supply. The 
water lines in both group camps are completely redone. This 
project was more involved than 1 thought and the park crew 
is to be commended. Our thanks go to Joe Barron for his advice 
and support. 

The Spring NCHA campout was a great success at 
Santee. It would not have been so easy without the extra 
effort by the Santee crew as well as help from Jimmy Creech, 
Wayne Smith, Eddie Frasier, Keith Windham and Oscar 
Kolb. Thanks for a job well done. 

The residences and shops at Redcliffe and Woods Bay are 
nearing completion and look good. The mansion at Redcliffe 
is undergoing extensive renovation work. 

All District No. 2 Parks are looking forward to a busy 
summer. Our visitors are mainly local people, so the gas 
prices will not hurt us as much as parks in other areas. 

VAN STICKLES 
Superintendent 

AIKEN STATE PARK — Everything at Aiken has been 
cleaned, raked, mowed, pruned, repaired or painted. Now all 
we need are some people! Overall attendance is off about 
17% so far and camping is 30% off from last year. I don't 
know what has happened to the picknickers, although the 
weekend weather hasn't been as good as it could have been. 
Several of our regular campers have said that they just can't 
afford to camp as many weekends as they had been doing. 
They are still making the trips to Clark Hill, Santee and the 
coast but are staying home on the other weekends when they 
usually visited the smaller parks. When summer arrives 
maybe they will get bored staying home and start coming 
again. 

The money crunch is affecting everyone. As of this report 
I still don't know if we will have swimming lessons. The Red 
Cross and the school which operates the bus (which brings 
90% of the enrollees) are still trying to work things out. The 
local CETA program which has been furnishing us help 
during the summer is cutting back on their program and we 
won't know until June whether we will have any workers this 
year. 

I have received plenty of applications for A-2 personnel 
this year but the actual hiring is going much slower. So far I 
am waiting to see if they can pass their advanced lifesaving 
course, whether or not they can find a job at the mountains 
or the coast, or if any of the numerous country clubs in the 
area have a vacancy. Hopefully everyone else will finish their 
hiring early so we can start. 

Part of my problem finding lifeguards was solved by my 
"old lady" and daughter attending an advanced lifesaving 
course this spring. When they arrived home the first night 
after having their qualifying swim, Judi admitted that "she 
felt like an old lady that night", so she shouldn't mind seeing 
it in print. After twenty years of just getting by, it was a chore 
for her to do hard swimming again, but she passed. Sandy 
faired much better, thanks to an age advantage, and she also 
passed. Judi also passed an advanced swimmer skills course 
where she discovered that the way she was taught the strokes 
many years ago was no longer the correct way. She says it 
wasn't hard to learn the new way but it was very difficult to 
forget the old. After seeing a lot of the younger people fail 
both of the courses, it has really built up her confidence and 
she has already enrolled in a WSI course. How are you going 
to keep them in the concession stand, cleaning bathrooms 
and raking when they think they are Gold Medal material? 

Dave took three weeks' leave this spring and spent most 
of it working on a new church. Members are doing all of the 
work themselves, paying for the material as they purchase it 
and caring less about the high interest rates. He did take a 
couple of days to fish at Hunting Island Although he didn't 
catch many, he was able to rest up for the summer grind. 

For the first time in seventeen years, Judi and I didn't 
spend our wedding anniversary, April 10, at the beach 
somewhere between North Carolina and the Florida Keys! 
Both of us have decided that lying in the sun and doing 
nothing is a much more enjoyable way to spend your 
anniversary than picking up Easter egg shells and working in 
the garden. Sorry about that, Dave! 

ED NESBIT 
Superintendent 
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BARNWELL STA TE PARK — It has been a very busy 
winter for us this year. Superintendent Creech, Ranger 
Zissett and I have undertaken several projects here at the 
park. First we cut away overgrown bushes and infected pine 
trees. 

The bathhouse, which we have been working on ever since 
we closed for the season, has been shingled, remodeled, 
rewired, and repainted. In addition to that, we rebuilt the 
bath room floors and portions of the bedrooms of my house. 

The New Year began with the dedication of Highway 
Three as Solomon Blatt Highway, held here at the Solomon 
Blatt Community Center which was dedicated to Mr. Blatt in 
1978. The usage of the center has increased over last year. 

The park is really beautiful this time of year. The flowers, 
gardens, and trees are the center of attraction around here. 
Everything is green and colorful. 

Barnwell State Park also has a fishing area. People are 
coming from everywhere with their fishing gear. Most 
fishermen come early in the morning and late in the evenings. 
The fish bite real good after a big rain. Most people come to 
forget their problems and other worries they might have on 
their mind. 

The camping area was filled for this time of year. We are 
looking forward to having more campers this season. We 
hope the price of gasoline will not affect the visitors. Overall I 
think that we are going to have a wonderful summer. If you 
are in this area. You are most welcome to come visit with us. 

HARRY GILMORE 
Ranger 

N. R.  GOODALE S T A T E  PARK - As I sit here 
thinking of what to write for Park Lites, I also reflect back 
over the past year. I started working with the park system at 
N. R. Goodale in May 1979. At that time Robert Fowler was 
the superintendent and William Priester was the ranger II. 
Over the past year, Robert and his wife Cindy had their 
second child. Robert left the park system and is now farming 
with his father in Mullins. William became superintendent at 
Woods Bay, and when Robert left, William became the new 
superintendent here at Goodale. William Mallard became the 
new ranger II and the park had a new shop built. 

I spent many hours last summer cutting grass, cleaning up 
trash left by the park visitors and looking at many of the 
swimmers that visited the park. This coming summer will be 
much like the last summer; many hours spent cutting grass, 
picking up trash, and observing many of the swimmers. 

In praparing for the summer visitors we have hauled in 
sand for the beach area. The park crew sends thanks to Jim 
Work for coming out and lending a hand getting the sand 
down to the beach. The bathhouse will be getting a new coat 
of paint before the summer season, along with some fixing up 
and mending of some of the outside woodwork. Much of the 
summer help we had last year will be returning so hopefully 
things will go smoothly this year. I am looking forward to 
another interesting and fulfilling summer and to another year 
with the park system. 

JOHN W. CULBRETH 
Ranger 

CH ERAW STATE PA R K — Greetings from the 
"Diamond In The Sand Hills." If you heard a great roar 
around the state the first week in May, it wasn't a storm, or a 
jet plane. That was the crew at Cheraw celebrating the 
completion of the group camp's new water system! We had 
more delays and problems than the Alaska pipeline, but we 
sure learned a lot. They say that experience is the best teacher 
and now I believe it. We started the job the first of February 
and that's when it started raining and snowing. We didn't get 
to work three days in a row on the water line until late in 
April. 

But all clouds have a silver lining. The abundance of rain 
has given us a beautiful spring. We have had lots of people 
from all over coming to see the wild flowers in the park. The 
blue Lupine, or buzzard weed, as it is known around here, 
has been outstanding. 

Mother's Day around the Pruette house was observed in a 
big way by the birds; two boxes of blue birds, one nest of 
nuthatches, one Carolina chickadee, and one family of red 
cockaded woodpeckers. The red cockaded woodpeckers at 
the end of my garden have drawn a lot of attention. They 
might be rare elsewhere, but not at Cheraw! 

The dry lake bed has been an attraction this spring. Many 
old items from the early construction days of the park have 
been found. Many people have enjoyed just walking where 
they will be swimming a little later on. 

Our park families have kept active this spring. With the 
Adair's, Roscos', and Pruettes' all raising a garden, we should 
have plenty of fresh food later this summer. The Adair house 
was busy last week getting Tracy ready for her Junior-Senior. 
I don't know who was the most excited, Tracy or Ginny, her 
mom. Larry and Tim are taking up "picking and grinning." 
Tim has started taking guitar lessons and Larry was already a 
good grinner! 

Chris Hightower just returned from a visit with his 
parents, who just returned from a trip to Hawaii. Must be 
nice! Charlie Rutledge is still "dear" hunting even though 
"deer" season is out. Keith Windham is fighting a kidney 
stone and right now the stone is winning. Hope it's all over 
by the time this is published. The Roscoe family had a big 
shock a couple of Sundays ago. Lightning struck a tree near 
the main water line. It ruptured the line and ran into 
Maxcey's house, burning out his stove. Eunice is enjoying a 
new stove, but not exactly the way she would have wanted it. 

Pat Pruette is keeping the road hot. Mike is playing 
baseball every afternoon, and picking up the kids at school 
is quite a job. She enjoys being a park wife and 1 sure am 
glad. 

We have a lot of work to do to be ready to open, so I'd 
better get to work. Come see us. Our prayer is that you all 
will have a safe and productive summer. 

CECIL PRUETTE 
Ranger 
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LE E  STATE PARK — Summer has arrived, and it seems 
like no time since we were preparing and doing winter work 
projects. It is good to see people walking, picnicking and 
having softball games. We have had lots of church groups, 
scouts and company picnics here at the park since the weather 
has become warm. 

Camping has been good also. We are having more local 
people from towns close around this area enjoying the park 
this year. Possibly the gas situation has slowed traveling 
down. 

Visitation to the park has been real good. The people 
enjoy having a picnic and letting the children run and use up 
some of their energy. 

We had a horse show on May 5 and had a real good turn
out. Lots of pretty horses had been brushed and groomed 
with hopes of winning the blue ribbon. Each time we have a 
show, more children turn out to enter. 

The community building has gotten good use this year. 
We are having a good many political meetings as this is the 
year for election of most officials. Family reunions seem to be 
getting bigger and more frequent. Shelters have been renting 
good, also. 

If you are ever in the area, drop in and say "Hello". 

BILL ALEWINE 
Superintendent 

LYNCHES RIVER STATE PARK — The cool days of 
spring are gone and the hot days of summer are here. Grass is 
growing and the crowds seem to be getting larger. 

Our summer started off slow this year because some cool 
days seemed to keep the day use crowds away. According to 
the amount of trash we have been collecting things are 
picking up! 

The ball field, playground and nature trail are being used 
to capacity. 

Fishing started out good this year and hopefully we will 
have a good season for red breast, catfish and eel, the old 
standby. 

Our community recreation building has kept us busy with 
the different crowds that use it. We hosted over 1450 people 
the first Saturday in May. The Vulcraft Corp. from Florence 
had their annual company picnic, which was a great success. 
Along with family reunions and company parties, we expect 
to go over last year's attendance and revenue. 

Camping facilities are fast becoming a frequent request 
here. More and more people are coming by with their 
campers and want to know where the campground is. With 
the gas price as high as it is and the number of people 
requesting camping, I believe we could fill up a campground 
with local people as well as people traveling north and south 
on Highway 52 and Interstate 95. 

We hope all of you have a safe and accident-free summer. 

HAROLD PATE 
Ranger 

L IT T L E  P EE DEE S TA TE PARK — Hello again from 
all of us at Little Pee Dee! I hope this article finds everyone 
healthy and happy. This is the time of the year you have to 
stay healthy and try to keep smiling. We have already started 
our summer for sure! The crowds have started gathering and 
all our facilities are open with the exception of swimming. 
We really expect to have a busy season. Our concession stand 
is doing well and we expect our revenue to be well above last 
year. With our gas prices and economic situation, we really 
need it. I think that July 4th and Mother's Day are the two 
busiest weekends we have, not saying that the rest of them 
are slow. The gas situation seems to have little effect on our 
camping. Easter weekend Danny had his hands full. The 
majority of our campers are regulars and they say they really 
enjoy our park. They are very nice and often compliment us 
on the way we keep the park looking. That makes the extra 
effort we put forth worthwhile. 

Before closing Danny wanted me to remind our 
neighboring class II parks to stay on their toes if they plan to 
beat our revenue in concessions. We are off to a good start! 

LARRY GENE LANE 
Ranger 

P OINSETT STATE PARK — As summer draws near 
the crowds are increasing, especially on the weekends. The 
concession and pedal boats are already over last year at. this 
time. Cabin usage and camping are also on the increase. 

Most of our work projects have been completed, one 
being a new bathroom in the shop. That sure makes it nice on 
a cold morning! The one side of the bathhouse done with 
Rough-tex looks real good and hopefully next year the rest of 
the building will be done. 

The bass fishing has picked up lately in our lake with 
several three and four pounders and one six pounder being 
caught. One visitor had a bass hooked that broke a fifteen 
pound test line! 

There have been several fishermen staying in the cabins 
that have done well with the stripers at Pack's Landing. 1 
enjoyed eating fish with Bud Starnes and his side kick, Ed 
during their three day stay here in the cabins. 

Here's hoping everyone has a safe and enjoyable summer. 

GLEN A. DAVIS 
Ranger 11 
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REDCLIFFE STATE PARK — Things here at Redcliffe 
are really looking up. The superintendent's new home will be 
ready to move into in about two weeks, and the new shop 
should be ready about the same time. 

The porch on Redcliffe should be finished in about a 
week, and it's really looking nice. 

The work on the inside of the house is going well. The 
painters have finished the upstairs walls which greatly 
improved the looks of the house. 

We still have to replace the ceiling in one of the rooms on 
the first floor. I'm really looking forward to having the house 
back the way it was so we can open it up for the public to 
enjoy. 

We also have a new Ranger, Robert Lee McFadden. He's 
married and has two children, who have plenty of room to 
play. We hope he and his family will be happy here. 

GENE COBB 
Superintendent 

SANTEE STATE PARK — Spring is turning into 
summer and we are expecting a busy summer season. Gas 
prices have not seemed to effect our park visitation. Cabins 
and campsites are being used a great deal. 

This year's spring NCHA campout was a big success and 
we would like to thank Jimmy Creech, Wayne Smith, Eddie 
Frasier, and Keith Windham for their help. We would like to 
welcome Amee Nichole, to our park family. Nichole is the 
daughter of Mike & Frances Spivey, born April 4 and 
weighed 6 lbs. 12 oz. A great big park welcome goes to Cole 
Kelly, dest clerk and Ruth Wooten, Tackle Shop operator. 
Congratulations are in order for Gwen Sumter, who is now 
Gwen Goodwin. 

T. M. Shuler and Charlie Hatfield are completing the 
barbecue shelter. They have done an excellent job. 

James Davis and his CMP's, thank you for all your help. 
Mike, Rick, Dawson, and Elijah, thank you for a job well 
done at Santee. You are the best! 

TED BARBIE 
Superintendent 

WOODS BAY STATE PARK — I have been at Woods 
Bay for only a short while and it is quite a change from 
Myrtle Beach, where I spent over four years. Life seems to go 
on at a different pace and everyone in the area is more than 
eager to help in any way they can. 

Construction on the new superintendent's residence and 
park shop is on schedule and my wife and I are eagerly 
awaiting the completion sometime in late June. 

We have had several school groups and many visitors who 
make the trip from nearby 1-95 to use such facilities as our 
boardwalk and canoe trails. This is truly a nature lover's 
park, as it has an abundance of wildlife, native wildflowers, 
trees, and shrubs. If you happen to be in the area stop by and 
I will show you around. 

BILL SMITH 
Superintendent 

STATE PARKS WITH 
PULL-THROUGH SITES 

Requests are often received at Welcome Centers, 
the Columbia office and at state parks concerning the 
availability of pull-through campsites at our state 
parks. Although the trend seems to be moving toward 
smaller campers, some of the larger units are still on 
the road. These are difficult to back into a campsite, 
which was a major consideration in adding pull-through 
campsites to our system. Hopefully the following list 
will be of some assistance in answering requests from 
campers in the future. 

No. of-
STATE PARK Pull-Thrcugh 

(with camping area) Campsites 
Aiken 2 
Andrew Jackson 3 
Baker Creek 7 
Barnwell — 
Cheraw 3 
Chester 6 
Colleton 2 
Croft 6 
Dreher Island 4 
Edisto Beach 1 
Givhans Ferry 13 
Greenwood 32 
Hamilton Branch 3 
Hickory Knob — 
Hunting Island 15 
Huntington Beach 1 
Kings Mountain 25 
Lee 11 
Little Pee Dee 1 
Myrtle Beach 3 
Oconee 52 
Paris Mountain 6 
Pleasant Ridge 4 
Poinsett 11 
Rivers Bridge 3 
Sadlers Creek 3 
Santee 44 
Sesquicentennial 17 
Table Rock 30 
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Orientation for Seasonal Program Personnel 
A two-day orientation session for seasonal program 

personnel was held May 29-30 at Sesqui's Training 
Center. Preceding the workshop was an optional one-
day puppet workshop conducted by Carol Glenn, 
seasonal recreator at Santee. Central Office personnel 
involved with the orientation included Robert Papenfus, 
Programs Coordinator; Joe Frank Watson, Chief 
Naturalist; John Reid Clonts, State Park Naturalist; 
Dan Turpin, Chief of Recreation; and Phil Heydt, State 
Park Recreator. 

Seasonal program personnel working at South 
Carolina state parks have a very significant task to 
perform, planning, promoting and conducting daily 
programs for park visitors. The overwhelming response 
to these programs in recent years indicates that park 
visitors consider them an integral part of the total park 
visitation experience. We welcome these seasonal 
employees to our system and wish them well as they 
pursue their important "public relations" duties. 

John Reid Clonts (State Park Naturalist) explains the use 
of forms and printed materials. 

1980 SEASONAL PROGRAM PERSONNEL 
BAKER CREEK STATE PARK 

Program Specialist, James Christie 
EDISTO BEACH STATE PARK 

Program Specialist, Bill Edmonds 
HUNTING ISLAND STATE PARK 

Recreator, Sam Mears 
Naturalist, Pam Drew 

HUNTINGTON BEACH STATE PARK 
Recreator, Sherry Faubion 
Naturalist, Rock Ward 

MYRTLE BEACH STATE PARK 
Recreator, Julie Webb 
Naturalist, Gerry Salmon 

KINGS MOUNTAIN STATE PARK 
Recreator, Julia Shull 
Naturalist, Boots Burch 

POINSETT STATE PARK 
Naturalist, Ed Roberts 

OCONEE STATE PARK 
Recreator, Larry Briley 
Naturalist, Jack Bynum 

SADLERS CREEK STATE PARK 
Program Specialist, Randy Reeves 

SANTEE STATE PARK 
Recreator, Carol Glenn 
Naturalist, Debbie Richardson 

TABLE ROCK STATE PARK 
Recreator, Bucky Grant 
Naturalist, Crystal Ward 

Puppets are put through their paces as Bill Edmonds 
(Program Specialist at Edisto Beach) provides accompaniment. 
The puppets were made by Carol Glenn (Recreator at Santee). 

Paper bags not only hold things, but also make excellent 
puppets. Instructor for this fun-filled session was Carol Glenn 
(right), Recreator at Santee State Park. 
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District III 
Croft — The park personnel have been busy working on 

the equestrian facilities since taking the facility back over 
from the leasee. Some horse shows have already been held 
with many more to come. The pool area has also been a hub 
of activity, trying to get this area back in shape for the 
summer season. 

Keowee-Toxaway — As most of you know, this park won 
the governor's beautification award, which 1 feel was most 
deserving. John and Bill have worked very hard to make this 
one of our prettier parks. Presently they are painting the 
museum and picnic shelters. 

Oconee — New tilework in seven of the park cabins 
should prove to be an asset. Chevis Wald and the park crew 
reworked one of the old restrooms in the campground, which 
I am sure will be appreciated by the campers. Presently the 
Oconee staff is varnishing floors and painting cabins besides 
getting ready for summer. 

Paris Mountain — The picnic shelters have been rewired 
by the park staff, pedal boats reworked and buildings 
painted. Regular summer preparations are underway with 
much more to go. 

Pleasant Ridge — "Bull" and Bill have been painting, 
stopping erosion around the park and getting ready for the 
summer season. 

Rose Hill — Grass mowing, underpinning a mobile home 
and spring clean-up have been keeping the Rose Hill boys 
busy. They have also moved many boxwoods to another 
location for later use. 

Sadlers Creek — Painting and reworking the swimming 
area have been keeping the crew busy along with the regular 
grass cutting. 

Table Rock — Window glazing, painting and cabin 
maintenance is keeping the crew busy. With the summer 
season coming on, much more is yet to be accomplished. 

Ceasars Head — Siding has been placed on the store and 
it has been painted. Some work to the restrooms and waiting 
on park visitors have been keeping the crew busy. 

HORACE CRAIG 
District Superintendent 

CAESARS HEAD STATE PARK - Spring has finally 
come and is a welcome sight! Our last snow flurries came on 
April 15! The days are now warm enough to enjoy the 
outdoors and the nights are cool enough to sleep 
comfortably. 

Business is on a steady climb in the store, particularly on 
weekends. Monday through Friday visitors tend to be senior 
citizens groups on one day outings. We are also getting a lot 
of traffic from the midwestern states, Florida and Canada. 

Due to the park's location on Highway 276, an alternate 
route to and from Pisgah National Forest and the Blue Ridge 
Parkway, we are almost a full-fledged welcome center for 
both North and South Carolina. Brochures on our mountain 
and resort parks disappear as fast as we put them out. We are 
going to have to become experts on the Blue Ridge and 
Smoky Mountains to answer all the inquiries! 

This is our first year and we can not compare to last year, 
but most of the resort areas from here to Chimney Rock have 
told us they are running about 50% behind last year. There 
appears to be plenty of gas if you have the money! Hopefully, 
everyone is waiting for the schools to let out. 

Several members of the PRT Commission had lunch here 
on Saturday, April 26. The weather cooperated and gave 
them a fairly good view from the overlook, and everyone 
seemed to enjoy the visit. It was a pleasure to have them here 
and we hope they will come again sometime. 

Our First Annual Crafts Show and Folk Music Concert is 
only 3 weeks away. The local television stations were 
enthusiastic in offering us public announcements. This should 
help in making the weekend a success and insure the 
scheduling of future entertainment. 

Caesars Head has a new ranger and we welcome him 
aboard. He is a true mountain native from Walhalla who cut 
his teeth at Oconee State Park. Steve Kuemerer (dig the old 
mountain name) graduated from Walhalla High School and 
spent three years in the Air Force. He then spent one 
semester at Clemson, enrolled in the RPA Program. Four 
years was too long to wait to become a member of the park 
family, so he dropped out and put in his application. Besides, 
his brother, Marty, will graduate from Clemson in December 
1980 with a degree in RPA and Steve wanted to get a head 
start on him. 

I hope everyone has a busy and safe summer. We will be 
thinking about all of you, and will send as many as we can to 
see you. For now, keep a song in your heart and a smile on 
your face. Labor Day is really not that far away! 

BILL BULLARD 
Ranger 
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CROFT STATE PARK — Well, spring is here and so are 
the crowds of park visitors. Our campgrounds are seeing 
more and more campers and weekends are very busy. There 
is a large demand for the fishing boats now that the crappie 
and bream are biting. 

Some needed repairs have been completed on the deck 
and in the filter room of our swimming pool. We have all 
been working hard to get the pool and grill cleaned and ready 
for use before opening on May 31st. 

Everyone is looking forward to the completion of the new 
jogging trail that is now under construction. We know that it 
will be heavily used because there is already a large number 
of joggers using the park. Thp trail will wind through some of 
the wooded area of the park near the lake and the "new" 
campground. 

A logging crew is still hard at work trying to salvage some 
timber from the numerous trees infested with Southern pine 
beetles. Judging from the number of kills, they will be 
working in the park for quite a while. 

So far this year, we have had just one horse show at the 
equestrian facilities, but there are many reservations already 
booked. We anticipate more shows as we move further into 
the summer months. There are still some small repairs to be 
done to the stables before we can handle the overnight 
weekend horse shows. 

I realize that everyone will be extremely busy for the next 
few months. But if any of you can find time, come by to see 
us. We hope all of you enjoy a safe and prosperous summer. 

GREG REAVES 
Ranger 

OCONEE STATE PARK — If the weekends in May are 
any indication of the gas situation, then it appears that we are 
in for another big summer. We were host to a western square 
dance convention, then the spring clogging weekend followed 
by the western callers' convention. We had capacity crowds 
for each of these with the clogging leading the way. 

The summer help has been lined up and I believe we have 
one of the best staffs in many years. A lot of the old timers 
are coming back for one more summer. 

Something new that we will have to offer the cabin users 
this summer will be all new ceramic bathrooms. This is a 
great improvement over the old type. 

BOB COTHRAN 
Superintendent 

KEOWEE-TOXAWAY STATE PARK — Another 
summer is here and, as usual, the warm weather has brought 
out many park visitors. Although the attendance has been 
slow so far this year, the number of visitors is starting to 
increase and should catch up and maybe even surpass last 
year's attendance. 

The winning of the State Park Beautification Award and 
the press coverage we received has certainly helped our 
attendance. A large number of visitors have told me that they 
read about us and wanted to come and see the park. A little 
good publicity never hurts! 

While on the subject of the Beautification Award, I would 
like to take time to thank everyone who has had a part in the 
development of the park. I hope this will be an inspiration to 
continue the good work that you have been doing to improve 
the quality of the parks in our system. I have had many 
people comment on how good our park system is. This is a 
credit to you. Thank you again and keep up the good work! 

JOHN RHODES 
Superintendent 

PARIS MOUNTAIN STATE PARK - Our spring here 
at Paris Mountain has been quite an active and productive 
one. We have been busy finishing the renovation of the 
bathhouse. In addition, we have been working on our beach 
area. We were fortunate that we were able to have Lake 
Placid dredged. Thus, swimmers will enjoy our high-dive this 
summer season. 

As always, our shelters are filled to capacity for the 
summer. We are expecting our park facilities to be utilized to 
their fullest. If spring is any indication as to the number of 
visitors we are to have this summer — then, we're sure to be 
really busy. Our nature trails and picnic areas have been 
heavily used. 

Again this summer, we will be pleased to have Camp 
Spearhead with us again. 

I would like to take the opportunity to welcome Ranger 
Dennis Herron and his wife Sharon to Paris Mountain. We 
are certainly pleased to have them join our park family. 

It's time to close for now, for there's work to be done. 
Remember, if you're ever in the Greenville area — come by 
to see us at Paris Mountain! 

DAVE BLACKWELL 
Ranger 

Summer 1980 Page 23 



PLEASANT RIDGE STATE PARK - Hello from 
Pleasant Ridge! The weather has gotten warmer and the trees 
and shrubs are a blaze of color. 

Along with the weather comes an increasee in park 
visitors. Earlier in the year people were taking advantage of 
our cabin facilities with an occasional picnicker when the 
weather permitted. Now there always seems to be people in 
the park taking advantage of our shelters and camping 
facilities, with reservations made as far ahead as August. 
Many churches, organizations, businesses and families 
wanting to enjoy the natural beauty of Pleasant Ridge. 

Getting ready for the summer season has not been easy, 
but it is almost done. Of course, there is always lots of grass 
to cut! 

Most of our visitors are from the surrounding areas. 
Because of the gas situation, people are making use of 
recreational facilities closer to home. We have some out-of-
state visitors from time to time, but most are people who find 
camping much more enjoyable than staying in a motel. 

I'm really looking forward to this summer season because 
it is my first season as a superintendent. I hope to make this 
and every season a good one. 

P.S. Success comes to those who keep trying. 

CHARLIE J. MASON 
Superintendent 

SADLERS CREEK STATE PARK - The summer 
season is almost upon us. All seasonal help has been lined up 
and ready to go to work. Our new swimming area is going to 
be a nice addition, with many loads of river sand added to 
the beach area. Thanks to Henry Rush and Leonard Jones 
for all their help on the project. 

Camping has really picked up, especially on the weekends. 
Most of our park visitors have been local residents although 
we have had a few out-of-staters. The fish have been biting 
good, with many nice stringers of hybrids and crappie being 
taken. 

Everywhere we look the grass keeps growing and we keep 
mowing, which takes most of our time. Here's hoping 
everyone has a great and safe summer. 

RICHARD GARRISON 
Ranger 

ROSE HILL STATE PARK - Well, it looks like 
summer has slipped up on us! And I believe it's going to be a 
hot, dry one. 

We will be having at least one wedding a week, sometimes 
two, for the next couple of months. As usual, we are covered 
up with family reunions and church outings. 

One weekend we had at least twenty people from France, 
and nineteen from Italy. Just glancing thru the guest register 
book I see names of people from Michigan, Costa Rica, 
Illinois, North Carolina, Connecticut, New York, Hawaii, 
England, Georgia, Indiana, California, Florida, Ohio, 
Virginia, Tennessee, Massacusetts, etc. 

Last weekend Ace Sweater Company put on an outing for 
their employees out here. They brought in a couple of rides 
for the kids, and live entertainment, and even had a local 
radio station to come out and broadcast it. The radio 
broadcast from here got a radio club interested in having a 
contest here, broadcasting around the world for 24 hours 
straight. 

FRED H. BELK 
Superintendent 

TABLE ROCK STATE PARK — The park is beginning 
to look like summer! Leaves are at their fullest and the wild 
flowers are really pretty. Mountain laurel is blooming and the 
rhododendron will be soon to follow. The park, like always, 
has a large crowd every weekend, with boats, carpet golf, and 
trails getting a lot of use. The concession stand and the 
country store are also doing a good business. We've been 
running about 50 to 55 camping units on the weekends. Most 
all of the A-2 people have been hired and we look for this to 
be one of our best years. The work on the multipurpose 
building is going well. The contractors said that we would be 
in the building the last of July or the first of August if the 
weather holds out. We plan to have one of the best square 
dances in the state! The bathhouse got a face lift on the 
inside, with quarry tile and ceramic tile being installed on the 
walls and floors. My thanks goes out to Chevis Wald for the 
fine job he's doing on the bathhouse and the cabins. 

The lodge at Table Rock is doing a booming business. On 
Saturday and Sunday you can hardly get through for the cars 
parked on both sides of the road. The PRT Commission 
meeting was held here April 25 and 26. Thanks go to all of 
the Table Rock Staff (Robert Sullivan, Danny Hughes, Mike 
Pettigrew, Jerry Bellamy, and Mrs. Cassell), and to all the 
rangers from other parks that helped out during that week 
(Richard Garrison - Saddlers Creek, Earl Blakely - Oconee, 
Steve Kuemerer - Caesars Head, and Roger Tompkins - Rose 
Hill). The Table Rock Chapel is being used a great deal for 
weddings. People seem to like the rustic setting. I would like 
to wish everyone a safe and redord-breaking summer! 

MIKE HENDRIX 
Superintendent 
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ANDREW JACKSON STATE PARK - The cold days 
of winter have passed and another spring is here. During the 
month of March we received double the amount of rainfall 
which was normal for that month, but for the past six weeks 
we have had a long dry spell, and badly need rain as of this 
writing. 1 guess the shiny side of the dry spell is that the grass 
does not grow as fast. We have started the spring with our 
annual new crop of bluebirds. We have a total of twenty baby 
birds, who sure will be leaving their nest in the next few days. 
We had four Canadian geese goslings to hatch out and join 
our growing family of geese in late April. Fishing in the lake 
has been about normal with some real good catches of 
bream. 

Our attendance is about the same as last year with just a 
slight increase in camping. I haven't noticed any great change 
in the camping patterns. If anything, we are getting more 
locals who choose not to travel a long distance to spend their 
camping weekends. 

We were pleased when the 1980 Lancaster telephone 
directory displayed a picture of the museum and statue of 
Andrew Jackson on the cover. This will be seen by many 
people during the coming year and 1 feel that it will give the 
park a great amount of free publicity. 

LEW GRIFFIN 
Superintendent 

Since the end of the monsoon season and its unseasonable 
amount of rainfall, many park staff have been working extra 
hard to complete projects for the heavy seasonal use. 
Construction contractors that were hampered by the bad 
weather have also been very busy trying to meet deadlines. 
To all these people I would like to say thanks for your hard 
work and dedication towards making a good park system 
better. 

As usual, spring brings about personnel changes. Gerald 
Harris was recently promoted from PMA at Kings Mountain 
to Assistant Superintendent at Myrtle Beach. We wish him 
much success in his new position. JoAnn Smith, nursery 
attendant at Kings Mountain, will be leaving for a job in New 
York and married life. To her we wish the best of luck in 
both fields. At Hamilton Branch, it's a welcome for Ricky 
Freeman, who just came aboard as Ranger I. 

Recently, while visiting one of the parks in my district, I 
met some park visitors, at different times, with the same 
purpose for visiting. They were all canvassing their local 
area for places to camp and visit. Their preference was 
anything within a two hour drive. I seized this opportunity to 
tell them of the parks within this area and gave them 
brochures. Their appreciation was very obvious. As we go 
about our duties, it is important to keep good public relations 
with everyone. In this way we can promote our business and 
bring about better attendance and revenue figures. With the 
cost of gasoline and related items, people want to know of 
areas they can visit with a minimum of cost. 

I believe that state parks offer the best value for the 
money. I hope you do also and will promote your area. 

C. F. PARKMAN 
District IV Superintendent 

BAKER CREEK STATE PARK — Well, it's that time of 
year again! Plenty of grass to cut, anything that can go wrong 
will, camping is picking up, and people are coming from 
everywhere. And I do mean everywhere! We've had more 
people coming from out of state than we did for the last two 
years. As far as they are concerned, the price of gas is just 
another price you pay for long camping trips. The people 
we've had are also camping a lot close to home. 

We'll be having Flexible Tubing back for their fifth 
annual company picnic, and we really appreciate the revenue 
they bring. 

The fishing has been off since January, and that's a first 
for the lake since I've been here. The water was muddy and 
the Corps of Engineers can't decide if they like the water up 
or down. 

I'm about to become a father for the second time. 
Everybody says it's going to be a boy, but I think it will be 
another little girl. 

I would say in ending this letter "stop by and see us"! But 
who has time to be off this time of year? So, good bye from 
Baker Creek, the one-time fishing capital of South Carolina! 

DAVID G. CANNON 
Ranger 
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CHESTER ST ATE  PARK — Springtime here at Chester 
State Park is very busy. The Recreation building is rented a 
lot, and the picnic shelters have been used by churches, 
school groups, organizations and family reunions. 

Camping clubs are coming to Chester more and more 
because of the gas prices. Our camping is 190 units ahead of 
last year. We have been having special programs in the 
camping area for the campers. 

The 4-H Horse shows are becoming more of a favorite 
pastime with the crowds large. 

Plans to break the old record of 165 archery shooters will 
start the season May 25. Come and shoot with us! 

WAYNE T1MMS 
Superintendent 

DREHER I S LAND STA TE PARK — With the coming 
of spring and warmer weather, park use has increased 
considerably. Boaters and fishermen are making good use of 
the boat ramps and tackle shop area. Our thirty campsites are 
full every weekend. Vehicle access to the picnic and shelter 
areas on the big island will be permitted this summer, and the 
contact station will be opening soon. 

Construction of Phase I I  facilities will be starting before 
summer's end. Most of these facilities are supposed to be 
ready for the 1981 summer season. 

From everyone at Dreher Island, may you all have a safe 
and prosperous summer season. 

R. F. PARR1SH, 
Superintendent 

GREENWOOD STATE PARK — Greenwood is feeling 
the effects of high gas prices and the economic slowdown. 
Attendance, revenue, and camping are all down from this 
time last year. Other than the above mentioned factors, some 
of our decrease is due to our late opening of our trading post 
and the bad weather we had during April. Hopefully things 
will start changing. We are constantly getting phone calls 
from people in a 75-100 mile radius that are wanting to camp 
closer to home this year. They feel that they can camp here 
more often than at the coast. 

Although the gas and economy have affected most people, 
they don't seem to have affected the "weekend teenagers" that 
are constantly increasing at the park. The rangers and I are 
beginning to feel like baby sitters, seeing that most of our 
weekends are occupied dealing with these young people. 
Either their parents are wealthy or they spend all their money 
on gas just to ride around at the park. 

Hopefully by the time June rolls around we will have 
most of the weekend crowds trained so that the summer 
season will go smoothly. 

Have a good, safe, productive summer and we'll see 
everyone in the fall. 

JOE L. HAMBRIGHT 
Superintendent 

HAMILTON BRANCH STATE PA R K - The summer 
season is here and the park has really been beautiful with all 
the dogwood trees in full bloom. 

The gas prices have had some effects on our day use areas. 
Our boaters and picnickers have dropped somewhat from last 
year. Our out-of-state visitors were down some also, 
especially during the Masters Golf Tournament. Our local 
campers are picking up now, since all the schools will be out 
in the next few weeks. I think we will have a good season this 
year, because most of the campers will probably try to stay 
close to home. 

All of us here at Hamilton Branch will be glad when June 
1st gets here, and we get our A-2 help. With all of the rain 
this spring, it has really started the grass growing and at the 
present time, the grass has the upper hand. 

We are in the process of planting grass and shrubbery 
around the entrance and contact station. This should improve 
the appearance of our park considerably. 

All of us here at Hamilton Branch wish everyone a safe 
and happy summer. 

CHARLES SLOAN 
Ranger II 

HI C KOR Y  KNOB STATE RESO RT PARK — The rain 
clouds finally decided to lay off after putting in weeks and 
weeks of overtime. Our new Greens Superintendent, Clemson 
graduate Randy Long, is grateful for the break. The golf 
course is taking on a new look, fairways are now looking like 
fairways, and you can now visualize how this construction 
work will end up looking like a championship golf course. 
Randy seems very excited each day with the progress of the 
course, but longs for the day that it is completed. He and his 
wife Dianne both seem to fit right in with our park crew, and 
we're happy to have such a fine couple aboard. 

We would like to thank Freda and Roger Ardis for 
adding a little bit more spice to our park family. The spice 
has been named Kelly Erin Ardis, born on March 10, 
weighing 7 pounds and 12 ounces. And believe it, every ounce 
of this spice is "sugar sweet." Roger has been with us since 
July of 1976 and we have recently brought Freda to the lodge 
on a regular basis, where she is the newest desk clerk. We 
have better get busy and find Miss Kelly a position so she 
won't feel left out! 

Another new member of our park family, though not 
quite as young, is Patricia Rhodes. She has come from the 
"lowcountry", Estill, South Carolina to take on the 
Recreator's position, previously held by Dot Elliott. Mrs. 
Elliott has left the park due to health reasons. Patricia was 
formerly the Director of the Hampton County Recreation 
Department, where she held this position for 2/i years. A 
graduate of Georgia Southern College, she earned her BS in 
Public Recreation whereupon she accepted the task of 
forming the new county recreation department. She looks 
forward to her new job and hopes to bring in all kinds of 
exciting recreational events. 

Looks like we have another busy summer ahead of us. 
We're ready, and we hope our visitors are! 

TED WILLIAMS 
Superintendent 
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KINGS M OUNTAIN S TA TE PARK - Kings Mountain 
is waking up from a slow winter period to what looks like 
another busy summer camping season. Since Easter, our 
campground has been alive with our "regulars" on weekends. 
Many of these campers have been coming to Kings Mountain 
for several years and have joined together to form an 
unofficial camping club. Every other weekend these "regu
lars" descend on Kings Mountain for relaxation and 
fellowship. This group coming from the neighboring towns of 
Clover, S.C., Bessemer City, N.C., and Gastonia, N.C., 
highlights their weekend with horseshoe pitching. Our 
horseshoe pits are never empty when this group is camping. 

The attendance in our campground has been especially 
good this year despite the country's poor economic situation. 
I have noticed that most of our campers are local people who 
are utilizing the nearby recreational facilities instead of 
traveling toward the beaches or into the mountains. 

Horseback riders have made extensive use of our trails 
this spring. We have had a horse riding club in Camp York 
every weekend since March. We also seem to be a favorite 
spot for many local riders who bring their horses and spend 
the day exploring our trails. 

We have experienced an unusual amount of personnel 
changes since the beginning of 1980. Our census represen
tative has had a hard time keeping us straight! When she 
came back for the final count everything had changed. Due 
to promotions, transfers, and resignations, every position at 
Kings Mountain had changed except the Assistant Superin
tendent and the Superintendent. Hopefully this won't happen 
again for a while. 

I would like to welcome the newcomers to our staff. 
Sandy Young and his wife, Edie, have joined our park family 
from nearby Rock Hill, S.C. Jay Hopper, who interned at 
Kings Mountain last summer, has also joined our staff. He 
has just graduated from Lake City Junior College. 

One newcomer who has made the biggest change in my 
life is my daughter, Ashley. Born March 15, it hasn't taken 
her long to be the "apple of her daddy's eye." 

In closing, I wish everyone a safe and prosperous summer 
season. 

LEW CATO 
Superintendent 

LANDSFORD C A N A L STATE PARK  — We at 
Landsford are looking forward to another good summer 
season. With gas prices averaging $1.25 per gallon, visitors 
are way down from last year's figures. Out-of-state visitors 
are down 71% from last year, and total visitors are off 41% 
from last year. We are optimistic, though, and feel there will 
be more people visiting the park this summer. 

Now, let's talk about some good news! This winter we 
have been working on an old log house which will be used as 
a picnic shelter when completed. Last week we put up a log 
that we have been looking for all winter, the last one. Now 
we will begin to put up the roof, floors, windows, and doors. 

We hope to be finished by mid summer. We also have been 
working on the lockkeepers house, which will be used as a 
museum and should also be finished by mid summer. 

DON ONEPPO 
Ranger 

SESQUICENTENNIAL STATE PARK -  In the 
Spring, a young man's fancy turns to thoughts of . . . 
whatever! Here at Sesqui we never know what they will think 
of next, or if they are thinking at all. Maybe spring fever just 
makes some people a little crazy. The past six weeks indicate 
a rough summer ahead. 

Three tent campers were vandalized in the past two 
weeks. Candy, soda pop and cigarettes were taken, indicating 
kids as culprits. Several truant students have been chased 
from the camping area. Three were caught trying to vandalize 
a drink vending machine. Four more were caught in a creek 
in panties, bras and jockey shorts. We had a fire in that area 
the same day, about /2 acre of ground cover was burned with 
no serious damage. I'm glad our security guards are starting 
to work this weekend. 

Everything else is normal also. Grass is beginning to grow 
faster than we can cut. School busses loaded with little "litter 
bugs" take up much of our time. Weekends are getting pretty 
crowded, and pedal boats are doing a brisk business. I am 
sure glad we have some Y.A.C.C. personnel assisting us. May 
is always a tough month. 

We've had parts of several camping clubs in the past 
month and two father and son scout outings in the primitive 
area. We have noticed an increase in the number of South 
Carolina residents in the camping area. Surprisingly, out-of-
state campers are holding up very well thus far. 

We had to replace a piece of underground cable in the 
campground. It was just installed last year, but a flaw in the 
insulation caused corrosion and a short circuit. 

We are very happy to have tile installed in the picnic area 
restrooms, the bathhouse restrooms and the bathhouse 
dressing rooms. The job will be finished by opening day and 
they sure do look good. 

We have an excellent (I hope) A-2 crew lined up for the 
summer season. Several are returning from last year. Gus, 
Rod, Ray and I wish everyone a SAFE, Successful and 
HAPPY Summer Season. 

JIM MEADORS 
"Ye Olde Sesqui Scribe" 
Superintendent 
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Albert Allsbrook 
Charles Atkinson 
Joanna Bertilacci 
Tony Cannon 
Angela Cook 
Anne Ellington 

NEW EMPLOYEES 
Freda Ardis, Desk Clerk Hickory Knob 
Karen Carnes, P. I. Spec. II Charles Towne Landing 
Charlie Clonts Cook II YACC 
Charlene Deltgen Information Clerk Charles Towne Landing 
Martha Drayton Information Clerk Charles Towne Landing 
Thomas Felder, Jr. Ranger I Old Dorchester 
Kenneth Follett Ranger I Andrew Jackson 
Ricky Freeman Ranger I Hamilton Branch 
Robert Gallman Cook II YACC 
Jannie Geddis Information Clerk Charles Towne Landing 
Sharon K. Flallex Information Clerk Charles Towne Landing 
C. S. Hatfield, 111 Ranger I Edisto Beach 
Philip Heydt Recreator Columbia Office 
James Hopper Ranger I Kings Mountain 
Colleen Kerns Information Clerk Charles Towne Landing 
Stephen Kuemmerer Ranger I Caesars Head 
Robert McFadden Ranger 1 Redcliffe 
William T. Prause Ranger 1 Charles Towne Landing 
Alice Rhodes Recreator Hickory Knob 
Phillip Simmons Grounds Keeper Charles Towne Landing 
Langston Sullivan Canteen Operator Charles Towne Landing 
Brenda Winter Information Clerk Charles Towne Landing 
Sandy Young Ranger I Kings Mountain 

Promotions 
FROM TO 

Joe Barron Civil Engineer III — Central Office Gen. Supt. Const. — Central Office 
Reed Hammond Groundskeeper — CTL Ranger I — CTL 
Gerald Harris PMA — Kings Mountain Assistant Supt. — Myrtle Beach 
Nancy O'Connell Info. Clerk — CTL Ranger I — Myrtle Beach 
William Priester Supt. I — Woods Bay Supt. I — Goodale 
Gregory Reaves Ranger I — CTL Ranger 11 — Croft 
Thomas Resistrar Cook II — YACC Food Service Supv. II — YACC 
Debra Smith Canteen Operator — CTL Audio Visual Tec. — CTL 
William Smith Asst. Supt. — Myrtle Beach Supt. — Woods Bay 

Transfers 
FROM TO 

Dennis Herron Ranger I — Caesars Head Ranger I — Paris Mountain 
Carl Seymour Craftsworker — CTL Groundskeeper — CTL 

Resignations 
Robert Fowler 
Joseph Fricke 
Roxanne Gates 
Stephen Gregg 
Debra Griffin 
Nancy Jehl 
Colleen Kerns 

Grace Mayers 
Billy Rawlinson 
Richard Rumph 
Barbara Simpson 
Joanne Smith 
Pearce Thomson 
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FAR REACHING EFFECTS . . . 

A recent letter from Ray LaRocque included copies 
of two monthly camping columns written by Mr. 
LaRocque and published in "The Camper," a monthly 
camping publication circulating in New York, New 
Jersey and Connecticut. He writes this monthly 
column under the pen name of "The OF Peg Pounder" 
and his article in the September 1979 issue included a 
rather lengthy quote from my editorial in the Spring 
1979 issue of "Park Lites." 

I first met Ray through correspondence concerning 
some of his camping articles, which have been 
published in numerous magazines and newspapers. In 
the early seventies when I first came across his 
articles, Ray was living in Worcester, Massachusetts, 
working at a local newspaper and doing some free
lance writing. I met Ray and his wife Florence the 
following year while on a trip to visit my parents in 
Concord, New Hampshire. It was a brief visit over a 
cup of coffee and a couple of doughnuts at the 
LaRocque's home, but since that time Ray and I have 
kept in touch through letters and an occasional 
telephone call. Ray retired a couple of years ago, and 
he and Florence are now living near Lake Winnipe-
saukee in Wolfeboro, New Hampshire. 

My editorial . . . "The Key Word is Discovery" . . . 
included some of my thoughts about people that try to 
travel too far and visit too many places while on 
vacation. The text of that editorial is not the important 
message that I am trying to convey. However, I had no 
idea that my words would be quoted by another writer 
and published in a periodical circulating in the New 
England area! 

Our "Park Lites" mailing list includes the state park 
directors in the other forty-nine states. Realizing that 
these and others will hopefully thumb through this 
issue and ultimately arrive at my editorial page, I feel a 
certain responsibility to convey a message that may be 
of value to at least a few people out there in the 
hinterlands of this U.S. of A. 

I am also concerned that my editorial will apply in 
some positive manner to the superintendents, rangers, 
wives and others in our state park family. OK, folks, 
here it comes! You read this and say, "What has this 
got to do with me? I'm not a writer! I'm just trying to 
do my job here at the park!" Just as I never know who 
is going to read this editorial, you as a state park 
employee never know how far-reaching your daily 
actions and conversations will be. 

On any summer day, you have the potential for 
making an impression . . . hopefully a favorable one . . . 
on many more persons than I can through the medium 
of this printed page! The lady that called to request 
information about your facilities . . . the family of 
campers that needed your assistance in finding a site 
. . . those folks from Ohio staying in cabin #4 that 
needed additional towels . . . the picnicker who 
thanked you for returning his lost wallet to him . . . 
theses and countless others are the recipients of your 
daily editorials" as you make the rounds at your park. 

You may not be a writer, but your "daily editorials" 
do have far-reaching effects! A perfect example is the 
letter from Mrs. Ann Peterson of Oakmont, Penn
sylvania. Her letter, written April 30, 1980 is included 
here in its entirety: 

"This letter is long overdue, but that in no way lessens its 
sincerity. My family and I have been camping at Myrtle Beach 
State Park for the past nine years, and each time we leave 
that wonderful place, we look forward to the time we will be 
returning. This feeling is due in large part to Superintendent 
Robert J. Turner. Under his direction, MBSP is kept immacu
lately clean, well-cared for and safe. Of course the physical 
beauty of the locale and the excitement of the ocean is thanks 
to Mother Nature. But it is Mr. Turner who sees to it that the 
restroom and shower facilities are thoroughly clean, the 
grounds are free of litter and garbage and that the gates are 
closed at 10 p.m., discouraging undesirables from hanging 
around. 

"It seems as though in our 9-year observations of Mr. 
Turner that there is no task around the park that is beneath 
him and certainly no job is beyond him. He can do it all, and in 
spite of being on duty almost constantly from dawn till long 
after dusk, Mr. Turner always has time to be friendly and 
accommodating. To top it off — and I don't know how he does 
it — he always looks neat! 

"We have camped extensively in the Southeast and Mid 
Atlantic region, so we can compare facilities. Certainly the 
camp store at MBSP deserves recognition as one of the 
cleanest and well-stocked stores anywhere. 

"Finally, we love MBSP and look forward to many future 
visits. MBSP is a gem because Robert J. Turner is a gem. I 
hope he is appreciated." 

Remember, your "daily editorials" do have far-
reaching effects! 

DANA L. SAWYER, Editor 
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A successful weekend of mountain crafts and musical entertainment was provided May 31 - June 1 at Caesars Head 
State Park. Craftsmen demonstrated and sold their wares to park visitors at this newly-acquired state park providing a 
spectacular backdrop of colorful mountain scenery. 


