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Elsewhere in this issue you will read in Dana 
Sawyer's editorial about constant change and re-
evaluation as it affects our business of providing 
facilities and activities for state park visitors. The 
energy situation and the cost of living will undoubtedly 
bring about changes in visitation, but all of these 
changes need not be negative. 

We often tend to overlook the local people that 
visit parks near their homes. We take them for granted 
and pay more attention to the visitors from distant 
states. We should be more aware of local visitors, 
because we expect to have more of them than in past 
years. These people have the potential to become 
"repeat customers," visiting nearby state parks many 
times during the year. 

Whether these local people become "repeat 
customers" depends largely upon the treatment they 
receive and the condition of facilities they find at our 
state parks. The location of our state parks in South 
Carolina provides a park within a very reasonable 
driving distance of all South Carolinians. Be on the 
lookout for these folks! Treat them well, give them 
your kindest words and your biggest smiles, and they'll 
be coming back to visit you again and again. In 
addition, they will tell their friends and neighbors about 
the excellent Southern hospitality that they found at 
your park! 
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Along this same line, &TAWnbdCfltfi£ hatvou 
can make your state park more visu3™M»'«ie 
communities in your area. Make a list of places that 
might display a small quantity of brochures, such as "' 
banks, chambers of commerce and the like. Let local 
groups and organizations know about what you have 
to offer. Many of you have done this in the past, and 1 
hope that you will continue to tell our story when you 
have the opportunity. Our new slide program is being 
well received throughout the state, and is available 
upon request. However, a park superintendent can do 
an effective job telling about the local state park. Be 
prepared to accompany Dana Sawyer or another staff 
member when a presentation is made! 

More than ever before, we all need to be promoting 
our entire system of state parks. It's easy to lose sight 
of the fact that there are other parks in the system. 
Working at one park day in and day out, it's easy to 
think only of that one park. However, we need to help 
one another to encourage visitors to travel to other 
state parks right here in South Carolina. There are 
thousands of people living in the piedmont that have 
never visited Charles Towne Landing and other 
coastal state parks. By the same token, there are 
thousands of people living in the coastal area that have 
never experienced the magnificent views from the top 
of Table Rock mountain or from the overlook at 
Caesars Head. Dreher Island State Park should 
experience tremendous visitation, and we are excited 
about its possibilities. 

In summary, thousands of South Carolinians are 
going to be vacationing right here in South Carolina. 
Let's do all that we can to encourage them to include 
South Carolina state parks in their plans! 

One of the persons interviewed in this issue is Bobbi 
Simpson, a ranger at Kings Mountain. Yes, fellows, 
she is a "genuine" ranger who does her job well and 
gets along just fine with Lew Cato and his staff. We are 
scouring the woods, trying to find more like Bobbi! 

It was with much regret that I accepted the 
resignation of Pearce Thomson. Pearce gave the 
Division of State Parks almost fifteen years of 
dedicated service, and will be greatly missed. He has 
accepted the position as Director of Physical Plant 
Division with the S. C. Department of Youth Services. 
I sincerely appreciate the "good years" that Pearce 
spent with us, and wish him the very best. 

In closing, you have my very best wishes for a 
pleasant and safe summer season. 

RAY M. SISK, Director 
Division of State Parks 



Miss South Carolina State Parks 
1980 

Nan Brown 
Daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Ned Brown, Beaufort 

The College of Charleston, Class of 1980 
Founded in 1770 and chartered in 1785, The College of Charleston is one of the oldest institutions of higher education 

in South Carolina and is one of the small number of colleges in the nation that traces its origin back to the colonial 
period. 
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Nan Brown, a senior at The College of Charleston, 
was selected earlier this year to be "Miss South 
Carolina State Parks" for 1980. Miss Brown, the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ned Brown, Jr., of Beaufort, 
is majoring in Business Administration. 

Her campus activities include being president of the 
Rivers Area Dorm Council, secretary of the college's 
American Marketing Association chapter and a 
member of Omicron Delta Kappa, an honorary 
leadership society. 

Miss Brown's hobbies include playing piano, guitar, 
tennis and photography. Her father is a professional 
photographer. She will be assisting PRT's Division of 
State Parks at various official functions during the 
year. In her first assignment, she assisted Governor 
Riley with the summer state park cabin drawing in 
mid-February. 

Previous holders of the "Miss South Carolina State 
Parks" title have included students from Clemson 
University, the University of South Carolina, Columbia 
College, Winthrop College, South Carolina State 
College, Presbyterian College, Newberry College, 
Limestone College, Furman University, Erskine College, 
Benedict College and Coker College. 

Students from The College of Charleston that were finalists in the "Miss South Carolina State 
Parks" competition included (from left): Sharon Manning, Martha Hanna, Nancy Hitt, Nan Brown 
and Nessie Harris. 
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Heritage Trust Program . . . 

Preservation And Protection Of Unique Areas 

Lee State Park Superintendent Bill Alewine leans against a 
Loblolly pine (Pinus taeda) thought to be the largest in our 
state park system. 

As land use for development by public and private 
interests becomes increasingly competitive, there 
becomes a need to establish certain land and water 
areas which will be protected to preserve and enhance 
their natural values. Many of the needs for man's 
existence, as well as recreational and aesthetic values 
which cannot be accurately measured, are supplied by 
natural areas. As man realizes the importance of these 
natural areas for any reason, the need for preservation 
and protection of these areas becomes increasingly 
prevalent. 

In 1974 the Heritage Trust Program was created as 
part of the S. C. Wildlife and Marine Resources 
Department to injure the preservation of this state's 
significant natural areas and historical sites. The 
General Assembly recognized the program in 1976, 
and passed an act to provide for the dedication and 
recognition of areas and features for their outstanding 
natural and cultured characteristics. The first order of 
business for this new agency was to inventory and 
classify the important heritage and natural areas 
located in this state. 

There are three ways an area can be dedicated as a 
Heritage Preserve. 

—"Acquisition," when the owner transfers the area 
fee simple to the Heritage Trust. 

—"Acceptance," when the owner transfers an area 
with less than fee simple interest. 

—"Registration," when the owner enters into a 
written agreement with the Heritage Trust 
recognizing the significance of the area and 
expressing the intent to preserve it. 

Traditionally, South Carolina's State Parks have 
been considered natural areas as we manage them 
only to enhance their recreation potential. In recent 
years we have had to provide new and larger facilities 
on the State Parks to keep up with the demand for 
outdoor recreation. This demand has pointed out the 
need for us to join with the Heritage Trust in our 
efforts to preserve some of the state's outstanding 
natural areas and historic sites. In its last meeting, the 
PRT Commission recommended Heritage Trust desig
nations be given to a portion of Wildcat Wayside, 20 
acres of Cheraw State Park, and 1,100 acres atop 
Table Rock Mountain. These sites were selected 
primarily because they feature some endangered 
plants. 

The Department of Parks, Recreation, and Tourism 
has the responsibility for managing some of South 
Carolina's finest real estate and we can expect many 
more areas located on the state parks to be 
recognized as Heritage Sites. This recognition should 
help us as we strive to preserve and enhance these 
areas. 

Joe Frank Watson 
Chief Naturalist 
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DISTRICT I 
ANSON "AL" DANN Curator, Animal Forest 

Charles Towne Landing 

DISTRICT II 
EDWARD FRASIER, Ranger 

Poinsett State Park 

DISTRICT III 
LILA F. LOOPER, Receptionist 

Keowee-Toxaway State Park 

DISTRICT IV 
BARBARA SIMPSON, Ranger 

Kings Mountain State Park 

COLUMBIA OFFICE 
DAN TURPIN, Chief of Recreation 

SERVICE & SUPPLY CENTER 
WALTER BRANHAM, Assistant Superintendent 

YOUNG ADULT CONSERVATION CORPS 
(YACC) 

KAYE RHOAD, Assistant Director 

AL DANN — A1 is a transplanted Yankee from New York 
who moved South ten years ago to retire, only to find a new career 
at Charles Towne Landing. After a tour of active duty in naval 
aviation during World War II, A1 attended business school and 
worked for four years in a county sheriff's department. A1 became an 
investigator for an attorney in Elmira, New York and together they 
started an insurance claims business. Seven years later the attorney 
passed away and Al purchased the business from the man's widow. 
Al started a similar business in Wellsboro, Pennsylvania and in 1969 
sold both businesses to provide him and his wife Doris with a monthly 
income. 

Al and Doris are avid golfers, and had enjoyed a number of 
spring and winter golf vacations in South Carolina and Florida. Thus 
they decided to move South, where they could play year-round! 
Their original plan was to be retired and live off the income from 
their former businesses. After six weeks of playing golf six days a 
week, Al was climbing the walls looking for something to do! Having 
settled in Charleston, Al took a job as Assistant Chief of Security at 
Charles Towne Landing, which was in the construction stages at 
that time. 

It was at CTL that Al met Jim Fowler of the television "Wild 
Kingdom" series. Fowler had been retained by the state to establish 
a natural animal habitat at the Landing, and Al found himself 
working more and more with Fowler as the Animal Forest 
progressed. Al had been around animals all of his life, having been 
brought up on a dairy farm. Fowler needed a key assistant, a 
supervisor to manage the various phases of construction in the 
Animal Forest. Al accepted the job without hesitation, which also 
included caring for the animal population which was rapidly 
increasing as the Animal Forest habitats were developed. 

Working closely under Fowler's tutelage, Dann learned to 
diagnose the animal's ailments and administer the needed treatment. 
Dann supplemented his daytime work with hundreds of hours of 
home study, and when Fowler ultimately had to leave CTL, Dann 
took over the management of the Forest. New habitats are being 
added from time to time, with all animals at the Landing being 
indigenous to South Carolina. 

Al wears three hats at the park as superintendent, chief of 
security and curator of the animals. His wife works three or four 
days a week as a docent at the Charleston Museum. "We have 
become steeped in history since coming to Charleston," Al said 
The Danns have two sons and one daughter; the daughter and one 
son are out on their own and the other son is attending the local 
technical college. 

Al has been a consultant to a number of zoos as far away as 
Illinois, Florida and Rhode Island. When he retires "for a second 
time" he is looking forward to playing more golf and doing more 
consulting. He recommends that anyone who is retiring, but 
considering a second career, get into something totally foreign. "A 
new job is a stimulant," he insists. And ... he should know! 
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EDWARD FRASIER — Ed is a native of Charleston County, 
where his parents, both retired, have their home. He worked in 
Charleston for a year or so after graduating from high school, then 
joined the Army, where he studied aircraft maintenance and 
personnel management. He made the Army a career for more than 
fourteen years, but after one tour of Korea and three to Viet Nam, 
he decided to hang it up and come back to Charleston. 

Ed had gotten two years of college under his belt while stationed 
in Michigan during his Army days. He worked for an insurance 
company and a paper company for some two years, and during this 
time he met George Gordon, who was superintendent at Old 
Dorchester. George had a ranger vacancy, so Ed applied and got the 
job in March 79. George transferred to Poinsett as superintendent, 
and in January a ranger vacancy there brought Ed and George back 
together. 

Ed and his wife Vernial have three daughters, 9, 7, and 5. Ed and 
Vernial met while both of them were stationed at Fort McClellan, 
Alabama. Both of them enjoy fishing; Ed says that Vernial would 
rather fish than cook! Ed also enjoys hunting and playing tennis. Ed 
wants to take the family back to Fort McClellan, where he and 
Vernial were married. 

The Frasiers are enjoying their new "home" at Poinsett, and Ed is 
looking forward to a busy summer. 

LILA F. LOOPER — Mrs. Looper is from the Praters Creek 
community in Pickens County. Some 100 families live at this location 
some twelve miles from Keowee-Toxaway. Her husband. Paul, is in 
the home construction business. The Loopers have two sons and 
two daughters. One daughter, Cathy, is married to John Rhodes, 
superintendent at Keowee-Toxaway. She enjoys the contact with 
people at the park museum/office, which has become an information 
center. The cabin and picnic shelters are reserved well in advance, 
with people calling daily to inquire about facilities at the park. There 
are a few cabin vacancies in early spring, but all weekends are 
booked in May and the entire summer is booked by the week, not 
counting a waiting list! Weekends in the cabins are filled through 
November, proving that it is certainly popular! 

January and February have been slow months, but Mrs. Looper 
enjoys doing whatever needs to be done, whether it involves cleaning 
the building or mending drapes. She compares her work at the 
museum to "being at home and having company." Visitors make 
many compliments concerning the appearance of the park, and most 
of them take the time to walk the short nature trail that connects the 
kiosks. "Visitors enjoy the educational displays and exhibits here at 
the park," Mrs. Looper remarked. 

The Loopers raise cattle for beef, and presently have 25 head on 
their sixty-acre farm. Mrs. Looper enjoys handwork such as crewel 
embroidery and sewing, and does a lot of canning and freezing from 
her vegetable garden. She's been working at Keowee-Toxaway since 
September 1977, and it's obvious that she has found a home! 
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DAN TURPIN — Dan is from Easley, where his parents still 
live. His father is a wholesaler with Pet Milk and his mother is a 
practical nurse in a local doctor's office. Dan graduated from Easley 
High School in 1965, where he played junior varsity basketball. "I 
was definitely not a jock!" he exclaimed. Dan enrolled at Clemson 
the following fall, and was in Industrial Management initially. 
Clemson did not have a Recreation and Park Administration that 
year, but in 1966 they cranked one up and Dan switched majors. 

Dan interned one summer at Table Rock between his junior and 
senior years. Dan was already in the Army Reserves, and Uncle Sam 
beckoned him to join him full-time. After completing a short tour of 
active duty, Dan resumed his intenship at Table Rock with the 
cooperation of Clemson and PRT. He completed his one remaining 
semester and graduated in the spring of 1970. He had married Joyce 
Perry, whom he had met while in high school, the previous 
December. 

Dan joined the park system in May 1970 as the Park 
Management Assistant at Myrtle Beach State Park. Joyce joined him 
that summer after she graduated from Winthrop College with a 
degree in elementary education. She worked at the park store and 
later taught at an elementary school near the park. Later that year 
Dan accepted a job as concessions supervisor for Ralph Rabon, and 
in November the Turpins moved to Columbia. 

BARBARA SIMPSON — "Bobbi," as she prefers to be called, hails 
from "Tigertown," Clemson to be exact! Her father owns a small 
landscaping company and is a member of the House of 
Representatives, while her mother is a receptionist for a local doctor. 

Bobbi graduated from Daniel High School in Central, where she 
played basketball and track and was a cheerleader. Her track 
specialties included relay events, discus, shot put and long jump. She 
graduated from Clemson's RPA program in 1979, and interned at 
Kings Mountain National Military Park. Here she was a YCC group 
leader and worked with the CETA program. While at Clemson, 
Bobbi played on the tennis team one year, played all inter-mural 
sports, in addition to being on the RPA honor society and the Dean's 
list. 

Bobbi looked for work from South Carolina to California and 
Oregon, and finally accepted a job as ranger at Kings Mountain State 
Park, where she began work in January. She enjoys her work very 
much, and has been accepted very well by the park crew. They have 
been busy running the chipper, clearing wooded areas, doing 
carpentry work and winterizing cabins. She was living in the 
personnel barracks but has recently moved into the log cabin at the 
Living Farm. 

Bobbi enjoys many forms of art, including sculpture, watercolors, 
acrylics, pencil, charcoal and also does macrame. She played on an 
all-female Softball team her last year at Clemson, which finished the 
season sixth in the state. She plays on a local volleyball team, jogs 
three miles a day and finds time to practice yoga. 

Bobbi enjoys working at Kings Mountain, and hopes to work up 
through the system. She would like to eventually work at other 
parks. She describes Kings Mountain National Military Park as not 
being self-sufficient but geared more toward day use, and the state 
parks as having more emphasis upon recreation and other facilities 
and programs. Bobbi is pitching right in to get the job done at Kings 
Mountain, and we wish her a successful career with South Carolina 
state parks. 

They rented a house to start with, later bought one in the St. 
Andrews area and more recently built a home near Lexington. April 
1977 was a red-letter month for the Turpins, since their son, David 
Benjamin, made the scene at that time. He's a cute little fellow 
(fortunately taking after his mother!) and it's easy to understand why 
most of their time is taken up with him! 

Dan enjoys woodworking, makes most of the gifts that he and 
Joyce give to relatives and friends, and is building a storage room in 
an area above his garage. He also likes to play Softball and tennis 
and work with plants and flowers in the yard. Joyce is an 
accomplished seamstress, makes some of her clothes, and likes to 
work with house plants. Many of their wooden gifts are joint 
projects. 

Dan would like to take Joyce and David to San Antonio, where 
Joyce was born. They also hope to visit the Rocky Mountains in 
Colorado. Dan is a member of the National Society for Park 
Resources and the South Carolina Recreation and Parks Society. He 
is very proud of the growth experienced by the Programs Section in 
the middle and late seventies. "Funds tightened," Turpin said, "and 
we were forced to do more things with less money. A number of the 
creative play areas developed in the last few years were designed 
and constructed in-house for a fraction of the cost of commercial 
equipment. This lack of funds also caused us to put greater 
emphasis upon special programs and other people services. This has 
enabled the Programs Section to work even more closely with the 
public and gain a much better insight into what South Carolinians 
need and expect from the state park system. It is very gratifying to 
see the pride that the vast majority of these people have in this state 
and its resources." 
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WALTER BRANHAM — Walt was born in Elgin, where the clean 
air in Kershaw County seems to agree with the family. Walt has 
three brothers and four sisters, and all but one live there, as does his 
mother! After attending Winnsboro and Elgin schools, Walt joined 
a CCC camp at Pontiac in the late thirties. "I helped to cut the 
first bushes as Sesqui," Walt recalls vividly. He married in 1939, 
making forty years that he and Dorothy have been together! 
Incidentally, she is also from Kershaw County! They have two 
married daughters and four grandchildren. Yep, they're living in 
Kershaw County too! 

Through the years, Walt has farmed and worked in textiles. He 
spent a total of thirty-two years as a loom fixer with Pacific Mills. 
During World War II he left textiles for a four-year tour of duty with 
the Army's combat engineers. Wounded in France, Walt stayed in 
the hospital for fifteen months. He returned to textiles after his 
discharge and eventually retired from Pacific Mills in 1971. Walt had 
worked with Service & Supply Center Superintendent Leonard 
Jones for fifteen years at Pacific Mills, and learned about a vacancy 
from him. Thus, Walt joined the park system in September 1973, 
where he's been ever since. He's planning to retire this June and is 
looking forward to having more time for hunting and fishing. His wife 
also enjoys fishing, but her favorite pasttime is playing with her 
grandchildren. 

Walt is also looking forward to visiting many of the state parks 
and the many superintendents and rangers that he has met during 
the past six years. With the exception of one sister-in-law living in 
Massachusetts, all of Walt's relatives are living in South Carolina. 
This will make it easier and less expensive for Walt and Dorothy to 
visit them! 

Walt has really enjoyed his years at the Service & Supply Center. 
"I'm going to miss these folks, and I wish that I had spent my entire 
career here with state parks!" he said. We haven't been around that 
long, Walt, but if we had, we'd have wished for the same thing! All of 
us in the state park family wish him the very best as he prepares for 
retirement. 

KAYE RHOAD — "Little Kay," as she was known while Kay 
McCoy was YACC Director, is a native of Branchville. Her father is 
an engineer for Southern Railroad and her mother is a secretary at 
the local high school. Kay graduated from high school in 1974, and 
was salutatorian of her class. She enrolled at Carolina that summer 
with plans to major in education, but switched to political science 
with a minor in journalism. She was a research assistant in the 
Sociology Department during her senior year, in addition to working 
on an ad campaign for Downtown Columbia. 

Kay graduated from Carolina in May of 1978, then took a well-
deserved three-month break to travel and stay at the beach. With 
this vacation behind her, she hit the job market and landed a job as 
secretary with the newly-developing YACC program. The offices 
were located at a National Guard weekend training site at Fort 
Jackson from September 1978 to March 1979. Kay remembers 
vividly the long drive of thirty-three miles from her home to the 
YACC offices! 

Kay enjoys the new quarters for the YACC program at 
Sesquicentennial State Park, where they have been located since 
last spring. She was promoted to staff assistant last October when 
Kay McCoy resigned as director and Vandell Davis was promoted to 
fill the vacancy. She enjoys reading fiction books and doing 
embroidery. She is getting married in May to Mike Robbins, whom she 
met at U.S.C. He is the Assistant Manager at Columbia. Mall. Mike 
and Kay are hoping to take a honeymoon trip to Europe. 

Kay is an enthusiastic Gamecock supporter, and saw all home 
and away games this past fall except for Florida State. She 
particularly enjoys talking with the YACC trainees, and many of 
them stop by the office every day just to chat with her. "I see definite 
changes in the trainees as their attitudes change and develop," Kay 
says. 

As with most federally-funded programs, there is an abundance 
of paperwork to complete and process. Having been in the program 
from its inception, Kay has a broad working knowledge that is a 
definite asset to the state park's YACC program. 
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THE RETURN TO TENTS 
By J. Wayne Fears 

J. Wayne Fears divides his time between working 
as the Forest Recreation Manager for Gulf States 
Paper Corporation and freelance outdoor writing. Fie 
is involved with camping from Alabama to Alaska. Fie 
spent five years as an officer with two national 
campground development companies. His outdoor 
articles which appear frequently in national magazines 
have won him several national and regional awards. 
He has written four outdoor books with two of his 
latest being "Sportsman's Guide To Swamp Camping" 
and "Backcountry Cooking." Fears holds a Masters 
Degree in Outdoor Recreation from the University of 
Georgia. He is a member of the board of directors of 
the Outdoor Writers Association of America and a 
member of the Southeastern Outdoor Press Association. 

(This article is an adaptation by Mr. Fears of an article written by 
him for "National Outdoor Outfitters News," and published in the 
August 1979 edition under the title, "The Non-R.V. Family Camping 
Market." The editor appreciates the efforts of Mr. Fears in re-writing 
this article to pertain more specifically to South Carolina state parks. 
Ed.) 
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According to many authorities in the camping 
industry, one of the most significant changes in the 
modern history of camping is taking place. A vast 
number of R.V. family campers are quietly selling their 
R.V.'s and are returning to tent camping. There are 
many factors which are bringing about this change. 
Among them are the following: 

• R.V.'s require large amounts of gasoline 
• The cash outlay for a R.V. is rapidly becoming 

too expensive for inflation stricken middle income 
Americans. 

• Credit is becoming more difficult to obtain and 
interest rates are higher. 

• The spirit of camping is felt to be lost when the 
family "camps" in an aluminum vehicle. 

The trend is slipping back to "real" camping in a 
tent. I was told by one campground manager that he 
was already seeing several of his R.V. customers 
showing up with new tent equipment. They have sold 
their R.V.'s. A friend of mine in Florida has traded in 
his motor home for a remote lot on a river close to his 
home. He has bought a complete tent outfit and his 
family plans on camping close to home on their new 
lot. John Phillips, well known camping and travel 
writer, predicts that family camping in the 80's will be 
more like it was in the 50's. He expects a tremendous 
growth back to the basics of tent camping, close to 
home. The major change, he states, will be the use of 
more compact, lightweight gear that will easily fit into 
the smaller cars. 

While many campgrounds and parks reported a 
slight decrease in attendance during 1979, primarily 
due to the gasoline shortage, it is expected that 
camping will resume its popularity in 1980 with the 
emphasis being on tent camping close to home. 

The interest in camping and outdoor living is 
continually growing in this country. Just because the 
public can't stay in R.V.'s doesn't mean they must stay 
home. It stands to reason that the logical alternative to 
R.V. family camping is modern tent camping. It 
requires less cash, credit, and fuel and as many former 
R.V. campers have stated, it's more like camping and 
it's fun. 

What does the emergence of this new camping 
market, or perhaps better stated, the rebirth of an old 
camping market mean to the campground manager or 
the state park superintendent? If the campground is 
designed for R.V. use only the answer to this question 
could be complex. However, if the campground is one 
of the older types with plenty of tent spaces perhaps 
the answer is somewhat more simple. Let's look at the 
wants and needs of the modern tent camper. 

(1) They are more environmentally conscious and 
they want a natural looking campsite with lots of 
natural scenery and space. The "pea gravel strip" 
design, consisting of a parking space, tent pad, picnic 
table and grill, won't attract these campers. Future 
campground designs will require a more natural 
setting. 

(2) The so called "full hookups" won't be 
necessary. Today's tent camper will require only water 
at or near his campsite. The modern camp stoves and 
lanterns have eliminated the need for electricity. Since 
tents don't require sewer hookups a centrally located, 
clean restroom will save the future campground 
developer dollars and maintenance headaches. 

(3) Depending on the location of the campground, 
the need for the camp store may reappear. Tent 
campers will need ice, fuel for stoves and lanterns, and 
other camping supplies. The R.V. camper had vast 
storage capacity and depended upon campground 
utilities. The tent camper does without these luxuries. 

(4) Look for a renewed interest in campfire 
programs, nature trails, outdoor cooking, and other 
outdoor skills. The R.V. camper had T.V- and air 
conditioning/central heating to keep him inside his 
aluminum shelter. The tent camper likes and wants 
outdoor activity. 

There are many more considerations the camp
ground manager will need to study but these are some 
of the first to think over. There are many ways the 
campground manager can introduce the new tent 
camper to his facility but perhaps the most effective is 
the use of camping seminars. Develop and conduct 
seminars in subjects such as: Selecting The Right Tent 
Camping Equipment, Outdoor Cooking, Pioneering 
Skills You Should Know, Camping With The Compact 
Car, etc. Remember that tent camping is new to many 
former R.V. campers and beginning campers. They are 
eager to learn and will visit a campground or park 
where seminars are being conducted. 

The campground manager should also develop a 
relationship with the camping clubs in his area. As he 
meets the needs of the tent campers, he should let the 
campers know of these new opportunities. 

The return to tents is growing, and if the 
predictions are correct, it may be the biggest camping 
market in the 1980's. It is the wise campground 
manager/planner who looks ahead to meet this new 
demand. 

J.W.F. 
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Park Personnel In The Classroom 

This group of park personnel attended a three-week training course at the South Carolina Criminal Justice Academy last 
December. Kneeling, from left: Elijah Gillens (Ranger, Santee); Robert Corley (Ranger, Chester); Chris Hightower (PMA, 
Cheraw); Joseph Laferte (Administrative Assistant — Operations, Columbia office); standing, from left: Maxcey Roscoe 
(Ranger, Cheraw); Brooks Jordan (Superintendent, Sadlers Creek); Roger Ardis (Ranger, Hickory Knob); Robert Mitchell 
(Ranger, Hunting Island); Michael Mathis (PMA, Santee); James Creech (Superintendent, Barnwell); William Bullard 
(Ranger, Caesars Head); Rick Davis (Ranger, Kings Mountain); Larry McPherson (Ranger, Dreher Island); Charles 
Harrison (Chief of Operations, Columbia Office); Robert Sullivan (Assistant Superintendent, Table Rock). 

These state park employees and YACC trainees took part in a Basic Maintenance class at Sesquicentennial's training 
center. Front row, from left: Jimmy Via (YACC); Terrace George (Ranger, Myrtle Beach); Joanne Smith (Nursery 
Attendant, Kings Mountain); Bobbi Simpson (Ranger, Kings Mountain); Nancy Whitt (YACC); Roger Tompkins (Ranger, 
Rose Hill); Donald Oneppo (Ranger, Landsford Canal). Back row, from left: Jim Work (Instructor, Columbia office); Steve 
Mcintosh (Ranger, Huntington beach); John Culbreth (Ranger, Goodale); Andrew Gillens (YACC); Michael Pettigrew 
(Ranger, Table Rock); Tony McCray (Ranger, Woods Bay); Scott Suggs (Ranger, Hunting Island); Steven Gregg (Ranger, 
Hamilton Branch); Nelson Brown (YACC); Harold Pate (Ranger, Lynches River); Andrew Kennedy (instructor, Columbia 
office). 
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District I 

The winter months have provided most of us the 
opportunities to enjoy many of the things that seem to escape 
us in busier seasons. Spending more time with one's family, 
visiting out of town relatives, Christmas shopping, enjoying 
more fellowship with friends, hunting, fishing, watching bowl 
games on t.v. are just a sample of the activities that most of 
us have enjoyed in the off-season. 

The winter months have also provided the opportunity to 
perform the many jobs and projects that we cannot find time 
for in busier seasons. Less attention needed for visitors means 
more attention can be given to the upkeep and maintenance 
of facilities. 1 welcome this opportunity to share with you 
some of the projects completed or in progress in District 1 
this winter. 

Charles Towne Landing — Pruning and weeding of 
gardens has improved the appearance greatly. I would like to 
commend the gift shop and snack bar personnel who have 
spent many hours sanding, sanding and painting the wrought 
iron tables and chairs in the plaza. (They really look good). 
The Dome addition has been completed and the dome itself 
looks the best I've ever seen, thanks to the repairs and 
painting by the park crew. Much needed work on vehicles 
and mowing equipment has been performed. 

Colleton — The new fireplace in Shelter I is completed 
and is a very nice addition. Glenn and Bill really have the 
park shop looking nice with the new ceiling, pegboard, new 
garage door and painting. 

Edisto — Kurt Becht and crew have been very busy on 
the following projects: Painting two cabins. Building new 
concrete block partitions and new vanities in comfort 
stations. Replacing the 2x4 rails on the carpet golf course 
with framed concrete. It is now the only rot-proof course in 
the state! Replacing rotten boards and timbers on the 
bathhouse. New linoleum in one cabin. 

Givhans — Jake and Vernon have spent most of their 
winter working on the park shop and cabin #3. New siding, 
paint and metal garage door have been added to the shop. 
Complete renovation is being done to Cabin #3, including the 
addition of another bedroom. 

Hampton Plantation — Don and Will have spent most of 
their winter performing the much-needed pruning and 
underbrushing. 

Hunting Island — I would like to thank the maintenance 
crew for the work they are doing on the three relocated 
cabins. New porches, celotex, tile work, siding have really 
made a difference in these cabins. The construction crew is 
presently working to upgrade roads and open up new parking 
lots for use this summer. The park crew has made many 
repairs and done much painting on the remaining cabins. 

Huntington Beach — The park crew has been busy 
underbrushing the Myrtle bushes along the causeway and 
roadsides which were crowding out the roads. The park 
tractor has been sanded and painted. The personnel barracks 
room has been painted and rearranged. Park signs are being 
painted. An irrigation system has been put in the planting 
beds at the castle entrance. 

Myrtle Beach — Painting of all five rental cabins took 
much of Supt. Turner and his crew's time this winter. Two 
new utility buildings were built by the crew. The final section 
of new decking was put on the pier. The interiors of cabins 
and several other buildings have been painted. A complete 
new wiring system for pier lights has been completed. The 
contractor is finishing up the renovation of two campground 
restrooms. 

Old Dorchester — Charles and Ed Frasier have spent 
much of their time insulating, installing pegboard and 
enclosing the ceiling of the park shop. Charles is presently 
replacing damaged underlayment and retiiing the trailer 
residence. 

Rivers Bridge — Jerry Price and Ranger have finished up 
work on the park shop. They have already sanded and 
revarnished the Recreation Building floor. Boundary lines 
and underbrushing road sides have been completed. 

LARRY W. DUNCAN, 
District 1 Supterintendent 

Spring 1980 Page 13 



Charles Towne Landing — It's easy to tell that spring is 
on the way! Our school group and visitor attendance is 
starting to climb as the frozen Charlestonians enjoy the 
beauty of our gardens which are now blooming with 
camellias and Japanese quince. Many are rediscovering 
Charles Towne Landing as they take advantage of our newly 
revised facility. 

Work on the Geodesic Dome Addition is now completed. 
This beautiful support building, which has already been used 
for several dances and meetings, is being booked many 
months in advance. It's common knowledge that a raccoon 
will wash its food before eating, but did you ever know the 
reason why? The third edition of the Acoustiguide Tour has 
been developed by our Animal Forest staff and that, 
combined with the new Animal Forest graphics from the 
Columbia office, allow visitors a better understanding of our 
Forest. 

Upon completion of the enlarged Settlers Life corral, the 
area will welcome two horses. Our Crop Garden staff is 
delighted with the prospect of the new pieces of "equipment." 
With some help from the National Park Service, guides are 
receiving training in "First Person" interpretation. Program 
completion will allow participants to "step into" the 17th 
century. New furnishings have been added to the family 
house and a root cellar is under construction. Guides have 
also been busy revising their Tram Tours. The tour now runs 
"backwards" — this not only clears up the traffic congestion 
problem but allows the visitor a more complete history of the 
area. 

Our annual Photography Contest will have its kick-off 
March 15 as part of the "Coming of the Green" celebration. 
This weekend will give visitors a chance to enjoy the gardens 
in bloom by taking nature walks and garden tours. Spring 
planting clinics and photo equipment displays are only a few 
of the many features to be held throughout the day. April 2 
marks the Tenth Anniversary of Charles Towne Landing and 
we are handing out the presents. The public will be admitted 
free. This date also is the 300th anniversary of the City of 
Charleston and coordinated events are being worked out 
between the two. 

NANCY O'CONNELL 
Information Clerk 

Colleton State Park — The year 1980 started off very 
slowly here at Colleton State Park. However, now that area 
camping clubs have been informed that our new shelter has a 
fireplace, camping has increased and we are now ahead of 
last year. High gasoline prices and a mild winter have 
evidently caused many of our Snow Birds to stay at home. 

We are looking forward to the coming Spring and 
Summer season and are hoping it will be very busy. A boat 
ramp is a real possibility for the future and should bring us 
more usage. 

GLENN FARR 
Superintendent 

Edisto Beach — We have had very few park visitors this 
winter, but we've had a lot of letters and telephone calls from 
people requesting information about the park. 

Supt. Becht & family are in the mountains on vacation (I 
hope he gets the snow he's always talking about) living the 
life of leisure. My wife and I just got back last week from 
vacation and we also bought a new car. Furniss, Rogers and 
Helen have been going home to Hartsville to visit with their 
family. By the time this issue is printed William Mallard and 
his wife Sheryl will have moved to Goodale. We've enjoyed 
working with Danny and have appreciated the good work he 
has done. 

Spring will be here soon and so will the crowds, so if you 
want to visit Edisto, now is the time. 

RAY T. STEVENS 
Ranger II 

Givhans Ferry State Park — I hope all of you had a 
joyous holiday. Katy and I spent Christmas in Anderson with 
our children. We celebrated our 34th wedding anniversary on 
January 26 in Winter Springs, Florida with some friends. 
Talk about eating and drinking!!! Have you ever heard of a 
"New England Boil?" It consists of steamed oysters, clams, 
corn on the cob, potatoes and several kinds of sausage. Boy, 
is it "some kind of good!" I pulled rank on the ranger, and 
left him home minding the store. However, he and his family 
spent Thanksgiving week in North Carolina. 

Camping and the cabins have been renting pretty well 
here at Givhans Ferry. We have had several camping clubs 
thus far. If the weather is nice on Sundays, the picnic area is 
well used. 

The "Mighty Lady" Edisto River is exploiting her powers 
again by flooding over her banks. 

We are looking forward to Spring with expectations for a 
good beginning and with the determination to meet head-on 
any problems that might arise. 

May God bless . . . 

JOHN B. HOLLOWAY 
Superintendent 

Hampton Plantation — Winter is fairly mild here at 
Hampton as compared to the upstate. We have seen no snow 
or ice, but that's the way it is here, and that's the reason the 
wildlife migrate to this area. Many species of birds not seen 
here in the summer months live out the winter here in the 
park. Ducks frequent the cypress ponds on the park. 

It has been a quiet and peaceful winter here at Hampton, 
but with always more to do than we can seem to get done. 

Well, all of us here are looking forward to the green of 
spring, and the beauty of all the azaleas and camelias in 
bloom here. Stop in to see them if you're down this way. 

DONALD G. FERGUSON 
Superintendent 
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Hunting Island State Park The Construction and 
Maintenance Crews have been here most of the winter laying 
out a new road system, parking lots and renovating three 
cabins which had to be moved. This doesn't mean the 
Rangers are just standing aside and watching. We are doing 
our share by painting cabins, making different repairs and 
doing a thorough clean up, which any of you who have been 
on a coastal park know is almost impossible during the peak 
months. The Corps of Engineers are also here adding their 
expertise to the park facelift by pumping approximately 
925,000 cubic yards of sand on the beach. 

Since the winter months are rapidly coming to a close, we 
are all running around adding the final touches to the park so 
that we may greet park visitors with proud smiling faces. 

From everyone here at Hunting Island we wish you an 
enlightening and accident-free summer. If you have time 
come to our little corner of the State for a visit. 

GERALD PERRY, P.M.A. 
Hunting Island State Park 

Huntington Beach State Park — Preparing for the 
coming 1980 season is the first goal at Huntington Beach. So 
far we have had a very mild winter, giving us good weather to 
work outside. 

Most of us take vacations around Christmas to visit 
family and friends. We had a great get-together and supper 
during this time, and really enjoyed it. 

Park use this winter has been a little slower compared to 
last year, and we believe that it's due to the high cost of gas. 
According to all reports Can-Am Days beginning mid-March 
will pull up our attendance. 

It's good to have Darlyn Hart back from the hospital. She 
is getting along well after having undergone surgery. 

TOMMY RAYNOR 
Ranger 

Myrtle Beach State Park — It is about that time of year 
again, with only a few weeks to go before the Canadian 
American Days begin. We certainly have some nice visitors 
that time of year and I am sure they will enjoy their 
complimentary day on March 19th. We have been busy 
raking, painting and getting the park ready for the season to 
begin. 

The past few weeks the weather has not been like beach 
weather at all. It has gotten down below twenty several times 
and has not warmed up during the day. We haven't had many 
fishermen as it has been too cold out on the pier. We did 
manage to get some more of the decking replaced and tried to 
pick a warm day to do it. 

There have been a lot of requests for information on the 
park for the Easter holidays. Maybe the price of gas won't 
hurt us too badly. We sure hope that it won't slow the 
vacationers down. Merl Rhodes has been getting the store in 
shape for the crowds and it is looking very good. 

If any of you are down this way before you get too busy, 
stop by to see us. 

ROBERT J. TURNER 
Superintendent 

Old Dorchester State Park — Hello from Old Fort 
Dorchester! 

The cold weather has really curbed our park use, but 
when the sun sticks its head through, the people really come 
out. 

Fishing on the Ashley River has been pretty good with 
several catches of stripers in the five pound range, and 
catches of bass in the three to five pound range. 

We are all looking forward to some warmer weather when 
we can do some of the smaller outside jobs. 

I would like to take this chance to give my best wishes to 
Edward Fraiser and his family on their recent transfer to 
Poinsette State Park. We wish all the best of health and may 
God be with you. 

If anyone happens to be in the neighborhood, please come 
by and see us. May God bless everyone. 

CHARLES G. CUMBEE 
Superintendent 

Rivers Bridge State Park — I would like to welcome 
Steve and Lynn Jones to the park. Steve is from Anderson 
while Lynn's home is Pelzer. I sincerely hope that both of you 
will like living in the "swamp". 

While down at the river a few weeks ago, I had the 
pleasure of watching some otters at play. When I first arrived 
they stopped playing and just sat and stared at me for about 
five minutes. I guess they realized that I wasn't going to hurt 
them so they really put on a show for me. We have spotted 
several groups of deer moving into the park in the last few 
weeks. The wildlife in the park and swamp area are a joy to 
watch. We are planning a boat trip up the river in a couple of 
weeks to take a few slides. 

Come see us when you can. 

JERRY PRICE 
Superintendent 

Revised State Park Brochure Available 
"South Carolina State Parks," a 32-page brochure, 

has recently been revised and is available to the public 
without charge. Included in the brochure are the 
following: general information; vacation cabins; park 
rules and regulations; a listing of park locations, 
mailing addresses and telephone numbers, charts and 
narrative descriptions of state parks in the piedmont, 
midlands and coastal regions, plus twenty-four color 
illustrations and information about state park programs 
and special events. 

Copies of this brochure are available at state parks 
throughout South Carolina, or by writing S.C. State 
Parks, Brown Building, 1205 Pendleton Street, Columbia, 
S.C. 29201, or by telephoning 758-3622. 
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Aiken — Park crew has been busy painting and repairing. 
A new pedal boat dock has been built, and two fishing piers 
have been rebuilt with the help of the YACC crew. 

Barnwell — Much repair has been completed and is 
underway. The bath house exterior, ranger's residence, 
B.B.Q. shelter, fishing piers, and cabins have all received 
extensive work. 

Cheraw — All sewage lines in the cabin area have been 
replaced, water lines in both group camps are being replaced, 
and the usual maintenance goes on. 

Goodale — The new shop is complete and looks great. 
Many plants have been set out at the golf course and the 
picnic area. A tractor shed is being built. 

Lee — Many plants have been set out and fill dirt put in 
low places. The interior of ranger's residence has been 
painted, and complete re-plumbing of bath house is 
underway. 

Little Pee Dee — Many buildings have been painted and 
re-screened, the dam has been cleared of trees and a grease 
rack is underway. 

Lynches River — A tractor shed has been built, and a 
well house was put up near the superintendent's residence. An 
irrigation system is underway in the Dome area. 

Poinsett — Rest room interiors have new paint. New 
sewage lines have been put in for the cabins. Shelters have 
fresh paint, all existing paved roads were redone, and bath 
house repair is underway. 

Redcliffe — A new residence is upcoming, and the old 
equipment shed is being dismantled to be re-built later. Roofs 
have been painted, and grounds have been kept clean. 

Santee — The grease rack has been re-worked, Rondette 
porches were stained, work on new BBQ pit goes on, and 
retaining walls have been repaired and painted. A television 
antenna system is underway in the cabin area. 

Woods Bay Boundary lines are being cleared, a canoe 
holding rack has been built, and the interior of the rest room 
has been painted. A new residence and shop will be upcoming 
additions. 

VAN A. STICKLES 
District 11 Superintendent 
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Aiken State Park — Here it is, time for the Park Lites 
again and nothing real exciting has happened around here. 
Of course, that makes for a peaceful life (and large middles as 
we eat more and more and more!) 

For a while the things were buzzing around our house. 
The Y.A.C.C.'s painted the house and all the buildings on the 
park and built two docks. This was proof that Dave and Ed 
don't have enough hands to do it in the time the Y.A.C.C.'s 
did! The house now has a pleasant look to it and the docks 
turned out real good. Thanks, Y.A.C.C.'s! 

Our camping clubs haven't been utilizing the park as 
much as last year. So far we've only had two clubs this year. 
We hope they don't bombard us all at the same time! 

No one would have thought that last year's ice storm 
would have brought any good results. If you're ever out this 
way, come by and take a look at our split-rail fence around the 
picnic area. The split rails were cut from the trees salvaged 
from the ice storm. It feels real good to economize that way 
at today's prices! 

We hope that everyone's Christmas was healthier than 
ours! Everyone in our immediate family was sick with the flu 
and Jay wound up going to the hospital again (this makes 4 
times this winter). We sure hope that he outgrows this 
asthma. Each time he gets a small cold, he has an attack and 
each one gets worse than the last. 

We would like to thank Dave for working for Ed while we 
ran back and forth from Charlotte. Ed's father had another 
heart attack and stroke two weeks ago. We sincerely hope 
that Dave's vacation in April will be restful as he deserves it. 
(Ed's father is slowly progressing and we hope it continues 
this way.) 

Here I go bragging again, so be patient and just smile! 
Sandy made the "B" honor roll again! She has some hard 
subjects and we're proud — real proud. I sure don't know 
where her brains come from; certainly not from me! 

Well, if ya'll ever are around here, come on by but you'll 
find Ed on the park and Jay and I in the garden. It's that 
time of the year again (potatoes, greens and sweet peas are 
already planted!) God be with you and take care! 

(This excellent report was written by Judi Nesbit, wife of 
Superintendent Ed Nesbit. Ed.) 

Barnwell State Park — Hello to all from Barnwell State 
Park! 

The New Year started off with the big dedication 
honoring Solomon Blatt and naming Highway 3 the Sol Blatt 
Highway. Visitors attending the ceremony were: the Sol Blatt 
family, Governor Riley, Judge Julius B. Ness, Judge Rodney 
Peeples, Pete Brooker, Paul Cobb, Ray Sisk, Oscar Kolb, 
Fred Brinkman, Van Stickles, Superintendent Creech, 
Rangers Zissette and Gilmore and their families. There were 
300 to 400 people at the dedication. 

I would like to give a special thanks to Mr. Sisk, Mr. 
Kolb, and Van Stickles for their help in preparing for the 
dedication. 

We were paid another visit by Governor Riley when he 
was guest speaker at the town of Blackville's banquet held at 
the community building. 

We are in the process of getting things organized for the 
summer season, and I am busy trying to get the summer help 
organized. 

The new bar-b-que pit is under construction for the fourth 
time and hopefully it will be ready soon! 

The cabins are being occupied and other facilities are 
being booked for weddings and family reunions. 

If you are ever in the neighborhood, stop in and visit with 
us. We at Barnwell State Park would love to have you. 

JAMES CREECH 
Superintendent 

Cheraw State Park — It seems strange to even write the 
word "spring," but February with its cold, wet wintery days 
gives promise that better times are right around the corner. If 
I sound a little depressed, maybe it's because we have the old 
water system torn out of the group camps and the new one 
only about a third of the way back. On top of this, we have 
many things left to do before the crowds start to come back, 
and have two rangers out sick. 

We have one asset that we have not had in many years. It 
looks like we are going to start the new season with a crew 
that has been together for a while. In the past we have had 
two, three or even four new rangers who didn't even know 
their way around this 7300-acre park. 

Our park families have all been busy this winter. Maxcey 
Roscoe entered into a new phase in his life when his wife, 
Eunice learned to drive and got her license. Charlie Rutledge 
keeps looking for bigger tires for that Jeep Cherokee of his! 
He sits so high now that he needs oxygen! Chris Hightower 
and his dog really enjoyed the snow. Keith Windham is seen 
driving his new pick-up truck all over the place. He and his 
son Tray can go now without checking with Debbie for the 
car! The Adair's are planning a big garden. Larry is planning 
to stock a new freezer that Ginny just purchased. If the 
Pruettes look thinner and smell sweeter nowadays, maybe it's 
because Pat is selling Avon products! 

By the time we read this, I hope we have the new group 
camp water system operating and things will be shaping up. 
If you are up this way, stop by and see for yourself. 

Now back to the ditch. 

CECIL PRUETTE 
Ranger 
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N. R. Goodale State Park — Since the last issue of Park 
Lites there have been some personnel changes here at 
Goodale. A1 Priester, Ranger II, has been promoted to 
Superintendent at Woods Bay State Park. A1 and I have been 
together since his first day with the Park System (almost 3/2 

years). When the moving van left his trailer it was like losing 
a brother, but I'm glad he got this opportunity and I'm sure 
he will do a good job at Woods Bay. 

Al's replacement, Danny Mallard from Edisto Beach, is 
supposed to move in this week and I've heard Danny always 
wanted to belong to the best district in the state! We want to 
welcome Danny and his wife to Goodale. 

The wet, cold weather we've had this winter has us a little 
behind on our work projects. Hopefully we will be able to get 
on our outside work and complete it quickly. We have 
completed our new shop and started to construct an 
equipment shed out of scraps from our old shop. We still 
have a lot of work to complete but we're ready for the annual 
frantic dash to complete our projects and be ready for the 
crowds of spring & summer of 1980! 

ROBERT FOWLER 
Superintendent 

Lee State Park - The time is getting nearer to prepare 
for another summer. After all the bad weather we had during 
the winter months, it will be good to see people coming out 
with picnic lunches, some activity on the nature trails, and 
young people enjoying the ballfield on Sunday afternoons. 

Fishing along the river bank has comprised most of the 
activity at Lee this winter. Camping has been real slow. Not 
many people have been traveling, possibly since the cost of 
everything is getting so high and gas has just gone out of 
sight. 

The snow and ice that we had caused a few broken limbs 
and damaged trees. Hopefully we won't have anymore ice any 
time soon, but I think everyone enjoyed the snow. 

I would like to welcome our new ranger Mike Hoofman 
and his family to Lee State Park. Mike and Ann have one 
son, Eric. They came to Bishopville from Ehrhardt where 
Mike was employed with the town. 

BILL ALEW1NE 
Superintendent 

Little Pee Dee State Park — Greetings from Little Pee 
Dee State Park in Dillon, S. C„ "THE GATEWAY TO THE 
PEE DEE." At this writing the temperature is around 
freezing and the forecast calls for sleet and snow. We just 
finished cleaning up the debris from five inches of snow and 
ice a week ago. We have suffered no significant damage thus 
far and for this we are thankful. Despite the cold weather, 
our camping is ahead of last year and our fishing boat rental 
has increased. Our total park visitors has decreased slightly 
but reservations for our picnic shelters are coming in at a 
steady pace. It all promises to be another busy year. 

That's about all from here but before I close I would like 
to share with you a poem that I wrote. With the busy season 
right around the corner, 1 think that this poem sums up the 
attitude that we should have. I titled it "A RANGER'S 
PRAYER." 

Dear Lord, help me today 
To be nice to the park visitor in every way, 
To be helpful and answer each question asked 
Sincerely, completely, not as if it's a task. 
And to that camper arriving late. 
Help me, dear Lord, to turn not away 
Though the hours are long and the rewards seem few 
1 thank you, dear Lord, for this job that I do. 

DANNY M. ODOM 
Superintendent 

Lynches River State Park At this writing, we have 
experienced our first snow at Lynches River this year. We 
have had a very mild winter this year with only a few days of 
below freezing temperatures. 

Visitation here at the park has been off during the cool 
days of winter. We still have the Army National Guard, 
who have their weekend drills here at the park and seem to 
endure the weather very well. 

With spring just around the corner, we are hoping that 
our azaleas and other plants we put out last year will put 
forth new growth and add beauty to the park. 

Most of our playground equipment has been reworked 
this winter, and will be used to capacity this coming spring 
and summer. 

Our community recreation building has been in great 
demand for this coming spring and summer, with most of the 
weekends already booked up. We are looking forward to the 
large crowds that use the building. Groups scheduled to use 
the building include the Lake City Rotary Club, Extension 
Homemakers Council, W. Lee Flowers EG.A. National 
Convention, Amity Masonic Lodge meeting, and a host of 
family dinners. 

We here at Lynches River wish all of you a safe and 
accident-free spring and summer. If any of you are in our 
area, drop by and say hello. 

WAYNE T. SMITH 
Superintendent 

Poinsett State Park — Greetings from Poinsett! 

At the present time we are well into our winter work 
projects. As or this date, they are going along very well. The 
cabins have been in great demand since the first of the year. 
It seems like every time we turn around, we're out cutting 
wood for the fireplaces. The cabin users can really burn the 
wood but they enjoy it immensely. 

The park will have a new look this year. All of our roads 
have been resurfaced and we are in the process of erecting a 
flagpole at the main picnic area and bathhouse complex. 
Every day we are receiving more compliments on these 
improvements. 

Poinsett has been the center of many camping club 
meetings this winter. We always enjoy having these clubs 
meet at our park. They continue to be complimentary to our 
park and our Saturday night programs. Bingo still gets the 
highest ratings. 
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I would like to congratulate Jerry Bellamy on his 
promotion and transfer to Table Rock. I'm sure all those 
cabins will keep him busy! 

A big welcome goes out to my new ranger, Ed Frasier. 
We would also like to welcome his wife, Vernial and his three 
daughters, Aletra, Sarita and Keziah. Ed is doing a fine job 
and Vernial as usual is doing a lot of fishing. They really 
seem to be enjoying it here. 

In late January an 80-mile endurance race was held in 
Manchester State Forest which is adjacent to the park. It 
rained the day before so it was good and muddy. This did not 
seem to dampen the spirit of the bike riders. We had some of 
the participants of the race stay in our cabins and our 
campground. They said since this is an annual event, they 
plan to be back next year. 

All of us here at Poinsett enjoyed our vacation. My family 
and I enjoyed a trip to Florida to attend my parents' 50th 
wedding anniversary. Andy Davis took a trip to the 
mountains and planned to catch up on fishing, and got rained 
out. As for James Washington, he stayed home and worked 
around his farm. 

We all got together before Christmas and had a steak 
cookout. All the children of the park made decorations and, 
with James Washington's help, decorated the tree in the 
recreation building. We all enjoyed being together. 

With summer just around the corner, we are busy putting 
the finishing touches on the park. With cold weather behind 
us, we are looking forward to a safe and busy summer. We 
hope everyone else has the same. 

GEORGE GORDON 
Superintendent 

Redcliffe State Park - The winter has been rather rough 
for us here at Redcliffe. It seems to have been wet and cold 
all winter long except for a few warm days. 

Most of the work has been cutting wood for the ranger's 
residence and cleaning roads due to storm damage. During 
early winter we were real busy hauling off the leaves of fall. 

The superintendent and his wife have gotten the plans for 
their new residence and our new shop, and we're all very 
excited about that. 

Spring is not very far off and it is our busiest time of year 
because of the large amount of grass we have to cut. 

P.R.T. has big plans for Redcliffe this year and we're all 
looking forward to their completion. We hope that Redcliffe 
will be in full swing soon so that the public can enjoy it as 
much as we do. 

We would also like to wish every one of you a very 
prosperous 1980. 

CHUCK ATKINSON 
Ranger 

Santee State Park - Visitation has held up exceptionally 
well in the Rondettes during the past two months in spite of 
the adverse weather conditions that we've had. As of now, all 
Rondettes are reserved on the weekends until June 2nd, 
which begins our summer season. 

We had our first snow of the season (approx. 3") last 
Tuesday night but this caused no real hardship and made our 
rye grass come out in full force. 

Wet weather has caused quite a problem in our parking 
areas and dirt roads, but since we've gone three days without 
rain we're about to get things back to normal again. 

Fishing has almost been at a standstill but recently a few 
crappie are being taken in the mouth of Poplar Creek and 
also in the Jack's Creek Area. It's not unusual to see Stanley 
Federer (Clerk at Tackle Shop) fishing in near freezing 
weather out of his covered pontoon boat on his off duty time! 
He's a great believer in the old saying that the one who 
catches fish is the one who has his hook in the water. 

We are happy to have Sabrina Uzzle join our staff as part-
time office clerk. She's recently married and resides in the 
Providence area near Santee. Welcome aboard, Sabrina! 

TED BARBIE 
Santee State Resort Park 

Woods Bay State Park — Well, I've been here three 
weeks and it has done nothing but rain and snow! There 
haven't been many visitors because of this weather so I've had 
time to take a good look around the park. We started on the 
boundary lines last week but didn't get far because of the 
high water. Hopefully with a few days of nice weather the 
ground will dry out so we can get back to work. 

Tony McCray, our new ranger here started two weeks ago 
and he's already finished the basic maintenance course. 

We've got a lot to look forward to here like a new 
residence and shop that we hope will be built soon. Hopefully 
in the future there will be other new additions here. There is 
great potential here at Woods Bay and I'm looking forward 
to watching the park grow in many ways. 

WILLIAM A. PRIESTER 
Superintendent 
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South Carolina state parks maintain a close working 
relationship with these and other employees of the State 
Forestry Commission. From left; Hodge Harmon, Bob Ford 
and Pete Spearman. Harmon (Forester) started working with 
the State Park Timber Management Program in January, 1979. 
He is now forester in the Newberry District Office. Ford 
(Other State Lands Forester) just started working with the 
State Park Timber Management Program in March. For the 
past eight years he worked as CFM Forester in Lexington 
County. Spearman (Training Coordinator) started working 
with the State Park Timber Management Program in July, 
1965 when the program started. He was in charge of the 
program from 1967 to 1979, and is now Training Coordinator 
for the Forestry Commission. "I do not have a day-to-day 
direct contact with state parks anymore," Spearman said, "but 
I have used park facilities for training sessions and hope to 
make some Forestry Commission training programs available 
to parks personnel in the future." 

FIRST AID TRAINING — Edmond Brown 
(standing) observes as District 1 Superinten
dent Larry Duncan applies a knee bandage to 
District III Superintendent Horace Craig. 
Brown, Safety and Job Training Officer with 
the State Parks Division, taught an eight-hour 
First Aid Instructor course to enable the 
District Superintendents to teach park person
nel in their respective districts. 
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Caesars Head The park crew has been very busy this 
winter with park visitors despite the snow and the ice they 
have been experiencing. Some of their time is spent cutting 
wood for the wood stove, re-wrapping water pipes and filling 
in cracks in the log walls of the store. 

Croft - Several projects have been completed at Croft 
such as painting of the bathhouse trim, painting the horse 
stables, as well as signs. Underpinning of the mobile home 
residence should be underway when this goes to print. 

Keowee — The Keowee crew is still busy making 
Keowee-Toxaway one of the best landscaped parks in the 
state. Some cross-ties have replaced logs in one area in the 
parking lot. Some painting has been done with much more to 
go. 

Oconee — Window glazing, painting and other repair 
work has been done at Oconee, along with a clean-up 
operation behind a timber cutting operation. Much repair 
work and painting is yet to come before spring and the many 
visitors arrive in the mountains. 

Paris Mountain — The park crew has underpinned one of 
the mobile home residences, rebuilt some trash can racks, 
refinished some wormy chestnut boards in the bathhouse and 
rewired some shelters. Painting and roofing is yet to come 
before spring arrives. 

Pleasant Ridge — A new Park Superintendent, Charles 
"Bull" Mason has arrived at Pleasant Ridge with what seems 
to be boundless energy. Some painting has been accomplished 
thus far, but 1 am sure by the next issue of Park Lites many, 
many projects will be completed. 

Rose Hill — After the Christmas open house is held each 
winter, Superintendent Belk and Ranger Tompkins begin 
their work projects. Painting, reflooring the restrooms and 
putting down a brick floor in the shelter are just some of the 
projects to be completed before summer at Rose Hill. 
Pruning the roses takes top priority in February so that they 
might continue to make Rose Hill a beautiful park to visit. 

Sadlers Creek — All the park signs and the huge pavilion 
have been painted. Ranger Herb Jones now has experience at 
painting and I feel sure that he would be glad to help some of 
you with painting if you need him! The swimming area 
relocation is to be completed, along with several other 
projects. 

Table Rock — The sewage treatment plant was just 
scraped and painted by the park crew. Many other buildings 
have been painted also with some window glazing being done 
along with building repairs. The park crew has also cleaned 
up the shop area and done some erosion control work. 

Oconee Station — Chevis Wald of the maintenance crew 
along with Rangers Bill Bowen, Cecil Honea, Mike Pettigrew 
and Danny Hughes remodeled the caretakers residence at 
Oconee Station so that someone would be able to live on the 
premises. 

I would like to thank the following Rangers along with 
their Superintendents for the work done at Oconee Station 
and Pleasant Ridge. 

Bill Bowen — Keowee-Toxaway, Cecil Honea — Oconee, 
Mike Pettigrew — Table Rock, Danny Hughes — Table 
Rock, Tony Cannon — Paris Mountain, Bud Kline — Paris 
Mountain, Chevis Wald — Maintenance Crew. 

HORACE CRAIG 
District Superintendent 

Spring 1980 Page 21 



Caesars Head — Spring is not too far around the corner 
and will be a welcome sight this year. Winter has had its 
pretty moments, with five good snows and countless days 
with flurries. The temperature was down below freezing for 
over two weeks during one cold period and we thought the 
thermometer had stuck. It has been costly though. My wife, 
Dot, broke her left wrist and will be in a cast for several 
weeks. I guess Santa Claus should have kept on going with 
the sled he left at our house! 

Caesars Head has a new Ranger. Dennis Herron from 
Columbia joined us recently. Dennis spent one week alone 
and decided these cold nights were too much. He was 
scheduled to be married in March but moved the date up. He 
and Sharon Ross, also of Columbia, were married on 9 
February. We welcome both of them to the park family. 
Sharon was beginning to wonder if the welcome was genuine 
because the water and drain lines to the mobile home were 
frozen up the first two days she was here! We finally broke 
the lines loose with a heater we borrowed from Bob CQthran. 

Nothing really exciting has happened during the winter 
months, although the jeeps keep me jumping when snow is on 
the ground. I believe the kids sleep all day and come up here 
at night to play with their jeeps. 

We have been fairly busy at times in the store, particularly 
on weekends after a good snow. It was hard to keep up with 
the orders for hot chocolate and coffee. The hot dogs are also 
popular on cold Saturdays and Sundays. 

The new Arts and Craft Show, scheduled for 31 May-1 
June, will be a welcomed annual event. Our regular weekend 
visitors are already excited about it. Dan Turpin is busy 
setting it up and 1 am sure he will have his usual success. He 
got me pretty excited just talking about the art show and 
possibly having some scheduled concerts on weekends. 

Well, it's time to put up the pen for this time. Everything 
will be blooming in a few weeks, so if you want to see one of 
the prettiest sights anywhere in the world, come up to see us. 
The coffee is always hot and we won't let you go hungry. 

BILL BULLARD 
Ranger 

Croft State Park — I hope everyone had a restful winter 
and is ready for the spring and the summer seasons. We have 
our park shining and ready for a big season. Never have we 
painted so much as this past winter! 1 read this recently and 
will pass it along: "Remember this — if you work for a man, 
in heaven's name, work for him. If he pays your wages which 
supply you bread and butter, work for him; speak well of 
him; stand by him and stand by the institution he represents. 
If put to a pinch, an ounce of loyalty is worth a pound of 
cleverness. If you must vilify, condemn and eternally 
disparage — resign your position, and when you are outside, 
damn to your heart's content, but as long as you are part of 
the institution do not condemn it. If you do that, you are 
loosening the tendrils that are holding you to the institution, 
and at the first high wind that comes along, you will be 
uprooted and blown away, and probably will never know the 
reason why." I wish for everyone a good season and a safe 
one. 

RAY HAYES 
Superintendent 

Ranger Bill Bullard checks the supply of merchandise at the Caesars Head store. Photo by Turpin. 
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Keowee-Toxaway — The past few months at Keowee 
have been very slow as far as attendance goes. The cold 
weather along with high fuel prices have been keeping people 
close to home. 

We have been very busy completing our winter work 
projects. Hopefully with warmer weather we can finish up the 
painting of several buildings and complete all projects before 
the influx of spring park visitors. 

We were unfortunate to have a death in our park's family. 
Bill Bowen's father died in January. It seems that any time a 
member of a park has a death in their family, the effect is felt 
by the entire park staff. Our thoughts and prayers are with 
him in this time of sorrow. 

JOHN RHODES 
Superintendent 

Oconee State Park — This winter so far we have had one 
ice storm, two snows, and a lot of damage from pine beetles. 
The two snows were beautiful but the ice damage along with 
the pine beetles have left their mark. 

Despite this bad weather, the cabins have been renting 
heavy, especially on the weekends. People love to come to 
Oconee to spend the weekend and travel to Sapphire Valley 
or Sky Valley for some skiing. 

We have the following big events coming up this spring: 

April 19-20, Blue Ridge Trout Fishing Seminar. 

April 26-27, S. C. Wildlife Meeting. 

May 2-3, Western Squares Convention. 

May 9-10, Spring Hoedown & Clogging Festival. 

BOB COTHRAN 
Superintendent 

Paris Mountain State Park — Mother Nature visited us 
this winter, as I'm sure she did most other parks, but the 
beauty left by her brought to Paris Mountain a lot of visitors, 
small & large. Sledding, hiking, jogging and just leisurely 
strolling were certainly enjoyed by all. Until the park staff 
could clear the roads of ice and snow, the gate approach and 
Superintendent's driveway were jammed with visitors' cars. 
Anyone checking our park usage has to be aware of the fact 
that the citizens of Greenville are very appreciative of the 
existence of this State Park. You can overhear comments in 
English and a lot of foreign languages. This is one of the 
most rewarding aspects of being a Park Ranger — "the 
people" — the noted pleasures, their likes and dislikes, the 
shrieks of joy, the quite simplicity of contentment, the 
enjoyment of the park's natural environment — these when 
seen by us, mirrored in their faces, make all our hard work 
and efforts most worthwhile. 

The location of our park supplies us with these pleasures 
year-round. Not even winter deters a picnicker from utilizing 
the facilities. 

Winter work projects are progressing well, along with 
several unplanned repair jobs. The lake at the bathhouse is 
now drained and ready for dredging. 

Even with the present energy and world crisis, why don't 
all of us say, "believe in and implement methods so that this 
new decade we are now entering will be the best ever for 
PRT." 

BUD KLEIN 
Ranger III 

The 25-site camping area at Pleasant Ridge 
has been dedicated to former superintendent 
Leroy Smith, who served at the park from 
1951 until his death in December, 1979. 
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Pleasant Ridge State Park — Hello from Pleasant Ridge! 

We, the Masons; Charlie, Tina, Charlie, Jr. and Chenesse 
would like to thank each one of you. By "you" we mean all of 
our friends, old and new, for all your help and kindness 
shown us recently. You have helped to make Pleasant Ridge 
State Park home. 

The park has had a relatively good number of visitors, 
most of whom took advantage of our cabin facilities to enjoy 
the beautiful snowy weekends. 

However, snow does put a damper on repairs and 
improvements. We (Bill Grant and I) have been trying to 
finish before the summer season begins. We are hoping that 
everything will be done in time. 

It's been almost one month since I became Superintendent 
here at Pleasant Ridge. The weather has been quite different 
than what I'm used to. I've seen more snow in the last few 
weeks than I've seen in the last few years. However, my son 
and daughter seem to think it was worth the move to get all 
the snow! 

We expect things to really pick up for the summer. We 
have several reservations for reunions, company parties, and 
outings of all kinds. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mr. Sisk & 
Horace Craig, etc. and most of all I'd like to thank my coach, 
Lew Cato. If it wasn't for the things he's shown me and the 
lessons I've learned, I know I wouldn't be here today. 
Thanks, Lew! 

CHARLES MASON 
Superintendent 

Rose Hill State Park — Well, the old Ground Hog has 
done it to us! The bad weather has about brought things to a 
standstill here at Rose Hill. The attendance is down, but I 
guess the high price of gas is to blame for that also. We are 
doing what we can on our winter work as weather permits, 
but it seems that on the good days my Ranger is in Columbia 
attending school. 

We had a group from the Thornwell Orphanage in 
December. They went for a walk in the forest and had a lot 
of fun until they realized that two of the boys were missing. It 
was well after dark when they were found on one of the fire 
roads in the forest. 

We would like to say thanks to Horace Craig for his 
cooperation. He is doing an outstanding job, and we enjoy 
working with him, even if he does make us wear our 
"Smokey the Bear" hats! We would also like to say thanks to 
Pete Davis, Phil Tyner, Andy Shore, Tony Cannon, and the 
gang from the home office. Their help was appreciated during 
our Christmas Open House. 

We regret the passing of Leroy Smith. Leroy was with the 
parks many years and I have many fond memories of him. 
My sympathy is with his family who must somehow find a 
way to pick up the pieces and carry on with their lives. 

I can't think of anything else to write about except that I 
hope spring finds you in good health and I hope we all have 
a good year. Drop in If you are ever in this neck of the 
woods. 

FRED H. BELK 
Superintendent 

Sadlers Creek State Park As spring approaches 
everybody is wondering what kind of revenue producing year 
the state park system will have. With the gas situation and 
rising prices, a lot of people and Park visitors will be staying 
closer to home! 

Shelter reservations are coming in everyday for the spring 
and summer. We have also had a few calls for visitors 
requesting information about our state park cabins. 

We want to welcome Richard Garrison back to the park 
system. Richard has been working as a salesman with Harris 
Sporting Goods in Seneca, S. C. and we are glad to have him 
back with us as a Ranger I. 

We also want to take this opportunity to wish Steve Jones 
and his wife Lynn the best of luck and a rewarding career as 
the new ranger I at Rivers Bridge State Park. Steve is the son 
of Herb Jones, Ranger II here at Sadlers Creek. 

Well, that's about all for this time. I hope that everyone 
has a safe and successful season. Stop in and say hello if you 
are in the area. 

BROOKS M. JORDAN 
Superintendent 

Table Rock State Park — It's been a busy winter for us at 
Table Rock. We are doing some landscaping work at the 
lodge and bathhouse. Greg Bataille has been up to give us 
some of his ideas on controlling erosion in the bathhouse 
area. Chevis Wald of the maintenance crew has been hanging 
new patio doors at the lodge. 

Not much work has been done on the new multi-purpose 
building with all the snow and rain we've had in the last 
couple of months. The construction company should be 
resuming work in March when we have better weather. 

The cabins are staying rented on the weekends. I think 
that cabin users and other park visitors have enjoyed the two 
snows we have had so far this winter. Our total park 
attendance is down somewhat from this winter last year, but 
revenue for the same period is up 18%. 

We would like to welcome Jerry Bellamy, his wife Billy, 
and their two children to Table Rock. Jerry and his family 
moved here from Poinsett State Park in December. We 
would also like to welcome Charles Mason as superintendent 
at nearby Pleasant Ridge State Park. 

Mike Pettigrew has attended two training courses since he 
started work in September, the basic maintenance course and 
the wastewater treatment course. Robert Sullivan attended 
the Criminal Justice Academy in December. 

We would like to express our appreciation to Mr. Don 
Evett and the Pickens County Civil Defense, the S. C. 
Wildlife Dept., the National Guard, and all other volunteers 
who helped in the search for Steve Smith, who was lost on 
the mountain in December. 

We are looking forward to spring and warmer weather, 
when we'll begin getting ready to open up for the summer 
season. 

ROBERT SULLIVAN 
Assistant Superintendent 
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District IV 
Since many people believe park personnel relax during 

the winter for lack of visitors, we would welcome them to 
come and see what takes place. It seems that each year's 
opening of the busy season arrives with park crews hurrying 
to put the final touch on many projects. With the help of 
park personnel, office staff and contractors, the following 
projects will soon be having those final touches complete. 

Jobs being done by contractors include tiling of restrooms 
at Baker Creek, Greenwood, Hamilton Branch, Kings 
Mountain, and Sesqui. Contractors have started construction 
of a chapel-community building at Andrew Jackson, with 
work to also start soon on another residence at Landsford 
Canal. Construction on the golf course at Hickory Knob is 
progressing well in spite of the wet months of January and 
February. 

To mention every project of each park would take up a 
lot of space, and in some cases be repetitious of my previous 
writing, but these projects illustrate the talent that can be 
found in our state park personnel. At Greenwood, much 
landscaping, construction of parking areas, and complete 
renovation of the old campground was done with the 
assistance of the E & P section and construction crew. Park 
personnel at Hickory Knob have added a much needed 
facelift to a conference room in the lodge and built a bicycle 
shed for rental bicycles. While doing this and other projects, 
the equipment has started coming in for the skeet and trap 
range which they will be constructing. With the aid of Lloyd 
King and the Programs-History section, the staff of 
Landsford Canal are reconstructing a log cabin and 
completing the interior of the lockkeepers house which will 
serve as a museum. At Kings Mountain, the YACC program 
has been a tremendous help in doing many projects and the 
personnel at Kings Mountain are to be commended for their 
patience in training these people. It has really paid off. Please 
visit Kings Mountain and you can see the work that has been 
accomplished. 

Until the summer issue, may the warmth of spring and the 
fragrance of blossoming flowers awake the youth in each of 
us to permit a renewal of fresh, wholesome, and positive 
attitudes as we enter into a new decade of hosting people in 
our state parks. 

FREDDIE PARKMAN 
District Superintendent 

Andrew Jackson State Park — The cold days of winter 
are with us again. We had our annual snow fall the early part 
of February, with an accumulation of about three inches. So 
far we have suffered no property damage or major 
inconvenience as a result of the weather. Even with the bad 
weather, our attendance and revenue is slightly higher when 
compared with this same period last year. 

Recently Sue and I have been able to take some time off 
and visit with our family in Greenwood and friends in 
Columbia and Hartsville. But, with the higher price of 
gasoline, our traveling has been curtailed. 

We have been busy cutting property lines and scraping 
buildings in preparation for painting and applying a wood 
preservative to the-log rest room, shelter and museum. In late 
January a site was cleared and construction began on a 
chapel. This is to be a multi-purpose structure for church 
services, weddings, family reunions, etc. We are looking 
forward to the completion of the chapel by mid-summer. 

Well, that's about it for this time. May all of you have a 
safe and prosperous summer. 

LEW GRIFF 

Baker Creek State Park — By the time this issue comes 
out winter will be ending. Spring is just beginning, and 
summer will soon be here. I look back at the past winter and 
think of how glad I am that it is over. I am thankful that it 
was not a bad winter. We had a little snow but it was not 
enough to hurt us like it did in some places. With the coming 
of spring it gives us a chance to finish up our painting, and to 
put on the finishing touches for summer. 

So far this year the visitation has been very good. 
Camping, picnicking, and fishing is picking up this season, 
and we are doing a little better than last year at this time. 
We've been getting a lot of basketball games at the boat ramp 
at picnic area # 1. We're looking for a good season this year. 

I've been contacted by several people about groups using 
the park and the park facilities. I hope that this will be a safe 
season for all of us, and that the gas situation will not hurt us 
too much. 

It's time to get back to the grind, so I will say bye for now 
and 1 hope to see some of you in the future. If any of you are 
ever near Baker Creek, stop in and say "hi!" 

ROY ATKINSON 
Superintendent 
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Chester State Park — The park has been convenient for 
contractors staying here and working in nearby Chester. 

Chester Park finished out the year 1979 with 500 campers 
more than 1978 — and 1980 looks good so far with 80 
campers ahead of 1979 as of week 6. 

The boat house has four new walkways for entering the 
boats. 

Thanks to Ranger Corley, "R.C.", we have managed to 
keep the stove warm in the shop! 

J. WAYNE TIMMS 
Superintendent 

Dreher Island State Park The cold, wet, winter months 
of January and February have slowed our progress on park 
development almost to a halt. At the present time, we are 
between Phase 1 and Phase II of construction. Hopefully, 
Phase II will start in the near future. 

The inclement weather doesn't seem to have had much 
effect on our park visitors, as our tackle shop, boat ramps, 
and camping area are receiving quite a bit of use. 

Inquiries about the park, its present and proposed 
facilities, are increasing every day. A considerable amount of 
concern is expressed toward the availability of campsites this 
spring and summer, as we have only 30 sites available. 
Hopefully, the proposed additional 100 sites will be ready by 
mid-summer. 

Everyone at Dreher Island is looking forward to spring 
and warmer weather. Here's wishing you all a safe, enjoyable 
and successful summer season. 

R. F. PARRISH, 
Superintendent 

Greenwood State Park — Winter was slow arriving in the 
Greenwood area, but when it arrived it decided to stay 
awhile. Rain and cold weather have brought outside activity to 
a standstill. Attendance at the park has been somewhat 
slower the last couple of months than this time last year. 

Last week the snow fell on the same day that we had the 
ice storm last year. Everyone held their breaths, hoping that 
we would not get any ice. We were lucky, for we received two 
inches of snow yet did not have a power failure. Some people 
don't let anything change their plans, and Wednesday 
morning it was snowing heavily and we had a fisherman 
come in and fish about four hours. I did notice that he was 
not able to get anyone to join him! 

The old campground, which the construction crew is 
rebuilding, is going to be a welcome change at the park. If we 
can get enough dry weather the ground can dry enough for 
them to spread gravel. The good thing about the bad weather 
is that we have really received some great help from the 
construction crew in our winter work program. Since it is 
too wet for them to work outside, they have found that they 
are good carpenters, plumbers, & roofers. Our sincere thanks 
for their help!! 

I believe that this spring and summer are going to bring 
changes in park visitors' attitudes and attendance. They are 
going to have to utilize the facilities that are closer to home. I 
believe that they will put greater demands on us to provide 
quality facilities and programs. We face a big challenge in 
providing their needs cheerfully and professionally. 

Good luck to all of you as you prepare physically and 
mentally for the upcoming season. 

JOE L. HAMBRIGHT, JR. 
Superintendent 

Hamilton Branch State Park Good weather conditions 
held out long enough for us to accomplish needed work on 
park grounds. One proposal for limited landscaping was 
approved for this winter and with a borrowed tiller from 
Hickory Knob we were able to start preparing the areas. We 
have not yet received the paint for painting the residences, 
bids are out for tiling the comfort stations, and we hope the 
park's electrical problems will soon be corrected. 

Winter rains and the cold climate restricted us to many 
days of indoor work. There's a lot of work yet to be 
undertaken before spring campers start rolling in. It will be 
a nice change to see people again! We are anxious to see the 
camping crowds venture out again with the arrival of warmer 
weat her. 

From everyone at Hamilton Branch we wish you God's 
blessings in these unsettling times. 

STEVEN R. EDISON 
Superintendent 

Hickory Knob State Resort Park Days have finally 
begun to lengthen and the temperature has gone on the rise. 
All the rangers here have begun to show signs of a strange 
illness that hits here about the same time each year. 
Symptoms are: a glassy eyed far-a-way look, insomnia, a 
strange twitching in the right arm, and an irresistable drawing 
to the lake's edge. More and more fishermen coming in with 
their limits are complicating the sickness. Luckily, we have 
several holidays that help control this sickness! 

Randy Long has accepted the position as Greens 
Superintendent here at Hickory Knob. We welcome Randy 
and his wife to the park family. 

The programs section has just finished their second 
program held here in recent months. The Woods in Winter 
and Fitness Weekend programs were successful. Their hard 
work and cooperative attitude makes it a pleasure to have 
programs such as these at Hickory Knob. If you have never 
had the opportunity to participate in one of the events put on 
by the Programs Section, you are only cheating yourself. 

The welcome mat is always out. Ya'll Come! 

TED WILLIAMS 
Superintendent 

Page 26 Park Lites 



Kings Mountain - At the time of this writing, Kings 
Mountain is still busy with winter work projects. With hard 
and dedicated work from the park staff and the Y.A.C.C.'s, 1 
feel we have met more of our winter goals this year than ever 
before. 

If you visit the park you will see the progress we have 
made in trying to control the Southern pine beetles that have 
infested many areas of the park. At times we feel we are 
fighting a losing battle. The clean-up has been a major 
problem due to the large area involved. A solution to this 
problem has been chipping up the limbs for use in 
landscaping and erosion control. This has been a long and 
tedious process but there seems to be no other solution. 

Progress at the nursery continues with the planting of 
annuals for distribution among the state parks in late April 
and early May. On a recent trip to Callaway Gardens, we 
observed the use of native plants in landscaping. We, at 
Kings Mountain, are planning to try this technique in our 
future landscaping efforts. 

Everything at the farm is going well. We are anxiously 
awaiting the arrival of a new calf. The first Log Cabin 
Workshop held last fall was so successful that another one 
was held March 8th and 9th. We are also expecting another 
busy spring at the farm with a heavy attendance of school 
groups who want to visit the homestead. 

Before I close I want to wish Charlie "Bull" Mason much 
success with his new position as Superintendent of Pleasant 
Ridge State Park. We will miss him at Kings Mountain but I 
know he will do a good job in District III. 

I would like to welcome our new ranger, Bobbi Simpson, 
to the park. Don't let the name fool you. Bobbi is our first 
female ranger and I think she is the first female ranger in the 
park system. Her hometown is Clemson so you know she has 
potential! Seriously, we wish her the best with her new job. 

Visit Kings Mountain State Park when you are in the 
area. 

LEW CATO 
Superintendent 

Landsford Canal State Park — Well, it's been slow up 
here at Landsford Canal. Due to the bad weather we have 
been having, visitors have been few and far between. We have 
been busy finishing the lockkeeper's house and hope to have 
it finished by summer. We have been working with Lloyd 
King and have enjoyed him being here. We are hoping that it 
will dry up around here so we can get back to work on the 
log house we've been working on since before Christmas. It 
seems that every time it starts drying out, it rains or snows 
again! 

I have just gotten back from Columbia after a week of 
maintenance school, which I enjoyed very much. I thought 
that Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Work did an excellent job of 
instructing, and I hope that I can bring some of the 
knowledge back to the park and do the job better. 

If you are ever in this area, come by and see us. 

DONALD ONEPPO 
Ranger 

Sesquicentennial State Park — This is a beautiful day in 
Sesqui Park . . . bright, clear and cold. A bit too cold for 
picnics but a hearty few are nibbling cold fried chicken and 
sipping hot coffee from Thermos jugs. The joggers love this 
weather and they are out in force. The family campground 
was busy this weekend, compared to the last six weeks. We 
had part of two different clubs there and two Boy Scout 
Troops in the primitive area. Some of the campers were 
discussing how inflation and fuel costs have begun to hurt 
camping. One recalled how they used to "rough it" with a 
rain coat, a blanket and a knapsack with a little food, and 
compare that with today's sophisticated equipment, travel 
trailers, motor homes, etc. Well, we have a new breed of 
camper now. His major expense is for his bed. His tent is 
about nine feet square and is filled wall to wall with a heated 
water bed, complete with bookcase and headboard. Howz 
that for class ? ? ? He is staying with us for a few days until he 
finds living accommodations in the Columbia area. 

The winter work program is moving along. The park 
entrance has been improved with the addition of over 500 
plants provided by the Kings Mountain Nursery. Gus, Rod, 
Ray and YACC personnel did a fine job laying everything 
out according to the landscape plan furnished by Gregg 
Bataille. They also transplanted 18 dogwood trees and 135 
pines from our forest to the park entrance road. 1 hope we 
have a high survival rate. 

The loop road around the lake is less dangerous now that 
underbrush has been cleared from some of the blind curves. 
We had several accidents and some near misses involving 
horses, cycles and joggers. YACC personnel assisted park 
personnel in this project also. If people will observe posted 
speed limits, there should be no more accidents. 

A major percentage of our ground litter continues to be 
containers from beer, wine and whiskey. Most of the other 
trash is usually deposited in the cans provided. I hope the 
current controversy in the state legislature will result in an 
effective means of controlling the use and abuse of alcohol. 

We wish you all a Safe, Happy and Prosperous Year. 

JIM MEADOWS 
Superintendent 
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New Employees 
Farley Norton Ranger I Rivers Bridge 
Tony McCray Ranger 1 Woods Bay 
Richard Garrison Ranger I Sadlers Creek 
Michael Floofman Ranger I Lee 
Dennis Herron Ranger 1 Caesar's Head 
Diane Stribling Hotel Desk Clerk Hickory Knob 
Roxanne Gates Information Clerk Charles Towne Landing 
Barbara Simpson Ranger I Kings Mountain 
Andrew T. Gillens Crew Supervisor YACC 
Charles Tyrrell Information Clerk Charles Towne Landing 
Joseph Vonnegut Information Clerk Charles Towne Landing 
Marilyn Leonard Secretary I YACC 
Leonard M. Jones, Jr. Trades Worker Maintenance & Construction 
Randall Long Greens Superintendent Hickory Knob 
Connie Crawford Information Clerk Charles Towne Landing 
Herbert Jones Ranger I Rivers Bridge 
Dale R. Goodwin Groundskeeper Oconee Station 
Novan Sanders Recreation Specialist YACC 
Joseph Fricke Groundskeeper Charles Towne Landing 
William Meree Carpenter Charles Towne Landing 
Thomas Registrar Cook II YACC 

Name 
Jerry Bellamy 
Ricky Davis 
Charles Mason 
Joseph Laferte 
William Mallard 
William Priester 

Promptions & Transfers 
From 
Ranger 1 — Poinsett 
Ranger 1 — Kings Mountain 
Ranger II — Kings Mountain 
Superintendent 1 — Woods Bay 
Ranger 1 — Edisto Beach 
Ranger II — Goodale 

To 
Ranger II — Table Rock 
Ranger II -  Kings Mountain 
Superintendent I — Pleasant Ridge 
Adm. Assistant — Central Office 
Ranger II — Goodale 
Superintendent I — Woods Bay 

YACC Promotions 
Vandell Davis 
Kay Rhoades 
Milton Wyatt 
William Lindler 

Assistant Director — Director 
Administrative Assistant — Assistant Director 
Cook II — Agr. Supervisor 
Agr. Supervisor — Recreation Spec. 

Douglas Bingham 
David Gadsden 
Palmer Marvin 
Dusty Young 
James Wooldridge 
Hobie Buffington 
Walter Robinson 

Resignations 

Yvonne Daniels 
Farley Norton 
Mary McCoy 
Wilbur Epps 
Bonnie Sopkins 
Milford Lowery 

Paul Alley 
Sandra Lanier 
Dorothy Elliott 
Andy Shore 
James McMahan 
Terrace George 
Kenneth Rising 
Edward Frasier 
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Constant Re-evaluation 
Our lives are affected by a never-ending list of 

catalysts or variables that are constantly changing. We 
in the business of providing state parks for the 
enjoyment of visitors are constantly scouting the 
horizon for tell-tale signs that may have a positive or 
negative effect upon our visitation. 

Just as Indian tribes communicated with smoke 
signals and tom-toms, we must share our thoughts as 
we notice trends that may affect our visitation. As you 
talk with park visitors, ask them how the present state 
of the economy and the higher price of gasoline has 
affected their vacation plans. Get in the habit of 
"reading" license plates as you pass cars parked in 
your parking lot. Are there as many out-of-state 
vehicles as last year? Where are most of the out-of-
staters coming from? 

Last year there was a time when the scarcity or the 
threat of spot gasoline shortages caused many persons 
to alter or cancel their vacation plans. This year it 
seems that gasoline will be available, but at an 
increased cost. We may well see gasoline approaching 
$1.50 per gallon, as it is now in certain sections of the 
country. 

I have several opinions or predictions concerning 
visitation at our state parks. I believe that people in 
general will be traveling shorter distances, and taking 
several short vacation trips in place of one long one. I 
think that we will see increasing numbers of South 
Carolinians at our parks this summer, with more local 
people "discovering" a state park that has been in their 
backyard all these years! 

I also believe that more and more visitors from our 
neighboring states of Georgia and North Carolina will 
be visiting our parks, particularly those near their 
borders. Travelers will be looking for parks and other 
places of interest near the interstate highway upon 
which they are traveling, and will be less apt to drive 
any distance from that highway to do their sightseeing. 

It will be interesting to look back upon the summer 
of 1980 and compare our findings with our predictions. 
As we think about this business of re-evaluation, I 
would like to share some thoughts on the subject by 
Sherman Adams, former governor of New Hampshire 
and Chief of Staff under President Eisenhower. The 
following two paragraphs appearing in the April 1978 
edition of "Yankee" magazine in an article by Richard 
Meryman entitled "Sherman Adams: The Quintessential 
Doer" are reprinted by permission. 

"One's duty in life is to work hard enough to do the 
job, and try to do it as well or better than anybody else 
ever did it. But these days that's not always a popular 
philosophy. I look out my office window at Mt. 
Moosilauke, which is where our weather comes from. 
Right now there's a mist on the summit. The reason is 
that we've got ten-degree air down here on the ground 
and over the top of it warmer air is coming. Soon we'll 
have precipitation. That top layer of air is like the new 
order nowadays. Self-sufficiency, for example, isn't 
that important anymore. We think about retirement 
and pensions and what is going to be done for us. The 
bottom layer of cold air is like the old virtues that are 
still kicking around among a lot of people who believe 
that a man's rewards depend on his own efforts, that 
everybody in some measure or other gets his just 
desserts, whether good or bad. But we in New 
Hampshire don't have any exclusive proprietorship 
over such characteristics. They're American traits. 
They were inherited by New England descendants; 
products of an association with the land. 

Everything in this life is comparative. We measure 
today against what we did yesterday and what we hope 
to do tomorrow — constant re-evaluation. So my 
feelings may still change. I'm only 79 and I've got a long 
time to live." 

As we gear up for the spring and summer seasons, 
let's keep in mind a saying of Henry Ford: "Business is 
never so healthy as when, like a chicken, it must do a 
certain amount of scratching for what it gets." Our 
business of serving state park visitors is certainly 
worth scratching for! 

DANA L. SAWYER 
Editor 
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