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S. C. STATE LIBRAE 
OCT 1 5 1980 

STATE DOCUMENIS 

Trent the Uifectcf 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
all of our park employees for the excellent 
summer operation that we have just completed, 
with a record attendance of 5,409,401 from 
Memorial Day through Labor Day. Attendance 
figures on page 4 will show that we had more 
than twelve million visitors (for the first time in 
history) during fiscal year 1979-1980. 

Special thanks go to our Superintendents 
with waterfront facilities. Approximately four 
million swimmers used our swimming areas 
without a single drowning in our protected 
areas. Ed Brown, our Training and Safety 
Officer, certainly deserved much credit for this. 

This past summer found the Columbia Office 
receiving the fewest number of complaints from 
our users than at any time I can recall. Here 
again, it is a credit to our park personnel for 
keeping their "cool" and working with the park 
users. 

During the past few days we all have been 
saddened by the deaths of two members of our 
park family. Bob Papenfus, Programs Coordi
nator, contributed as much to the Division of 
State Parks as any individual we have had in 
many years. His innovative ideas, enthusiasm 
and dedication will long be remembered. We 
certainly have a challenge ahead of us to 
compete with Bob's high goals and standards. 
However, I am sure we will all contribute to this. 

Another one of our faithful employees, Fred 
Belk, will be missed at Rose Hill where he did 
such an outstanding job for the twelve years 
that he was Superintendent at that park. You 
could always depend on the park with its 
beautiful old mansion and lovely grounds to be 
in excellent condition at all times. 

Our deepest sympathy goes out to both 
families. 

no. 
RAY M. SISK Director 
Division of State Parks 
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FRED H. BELK 
1926-1980 

Fred Belk, superintendent at Rose Hill State Park, died at his park 
residence on Thursday, September 4. Fred, born in Union County, was a son of 
the late J. Monroe and Lillie Ann Smith Belk, Sr. He joined the park system 
in 1968 when he accepted the position as superintendent at Rose Hill. 

Fred had a great sense of pride concerning Rose Hill and this pride was 
evident in the spotless appearance of the mansion and the immaculate 
condition of the grounds. He was always interested in improving himself, and 
returned to Union High School after a lapse of twenty-six years to complete 
his high school education in 1971. 

Rose Hill State Park has always been a showpiece in the South Carolina 
state park system. As such, school groups, garden clubs and individuals by the 
thousands have been positively influenced by Fred's friendly disposition and 
devotion to duty. 

Surviving are his wife, Mrs. Helen Vaughn Belk; a daughter, Mrs. Melinda 
Wilburn of Union; two sons, Alfred H. Belk of Union and John Roy Belk of 
the U.S. Navy; two sisters, Mrs. Heyward Fowler of Union and Mrs. Ernest 
Fowler of Jonesville; two brothers, Herman and J. M. Belk, Jr. of Union; and 
five grandchildren. 

We share the grief of his family and extend to them our heartfelt 
sympathy. 
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ROBERT J. PAPENFUS 
1943-1980 

Robert J. "Bob" Papenfus, Programs Coordinator for the Division of State 
Parks, died on September 5 at Lexington County Hospital. 

A native of Roscommon, Michigan, Bob earned his B.S. degree at Albion 
College, Michigan and pursued graduate studies at Michigan State University. 

Bob moved to South Carolina in 1970 to accept a job as Chief Naturalist 
with PRT's State Parks Division in 1970. Four years later he was promoted 
to Programs Coordinator, a position he held until his retirement in August. 

During his ten years of dedicated service, Bob contributed substantially to 
the advancement of South Carolina's Department of Parks, Recreation and 
Tourism. Following his retirement on August 15, the PRT Commission 
awarded Bob the South Carolina Recreation Award for his outstanding 
performance and accomplishments while serving as Chief Naturalist and 
Programs Coordinator for the Division of State Parks and for his aggressive 
leadership and diligent service to the South Carolina State Parks System. 

Surviving are his wife, Mrs. Cathy Wheaton Papenfus; a son, Jeff; a 
daughter, Jennifer; his parents, Charles and Myrtle Vance Papenfus of 
Michigan; and a brother, Jim, also of Michigan. 

Our deepest sympathy is extended to Cathy, Jennifer, Jeff and other 
members of his family. He was an inspiration to us and we will miss him. 

(Bob's untimely death from cancer was both a tragic loss and a stark reminder of the dread disease which overtook him. The 
Programs Section desired to create a memorial to Bob as a contribution to the American Cancer Society in keeping with the wishes 
of the family. Realizing that many others would desire to remember Bob in a similar fashion, we expanded our original concept to 
include the friends of Bob Papenfus in the Department of Parks. Recreation and Tourism. 

On September 25, a check in the amount of $535 was presented to the American Cancer Society as a memorial to Robert J. 
Papenfus from his friends in the South Carolina Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism. Ed.) 
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STATE PARK ATTENDANCE 
FISCAL 1979-1980 

Total Park 
State Park Cabins Campers Picnickers Swimmers Visitors 

Aiken 3,608 74,596 9,921 130,404 
3 356 30,510 

71,375 
125,680 
181,900 Baker Creek 17,737 

30,510 
71,375 4,599 

125,680 
181,900 

Barnwell 2,403 1,482 152,598 1,237 224,216 
87,280 178,072 

210,050 
137,144 

87,280 178,072 
210,050 
137,144 Cheraw 6,708 2,359 48.812 17,210 

178,072 
210,050 
137,144 

Chester 6,188 41,392 276,312 
3,420 
4,670 

38,929 
46,916 

44,776 
325,628 Croft 

3,420 
4,670 

38,929 
46,916 45,539 

44,776 
325,628 

4,342 
47,113 

56,932 
395,941 

78,564 
600,844 Edisto Beach 7,246 

4,342 
47,113 

56,932 
395,941 184,538 

78,564 
600,844 

2 648 3,364 149,514 
28,729 

202,868 
101,764 Goodale 

3,364 149,514 
28,729 11,193 

202,868 
101,764 

Greenwood 32,716 296,600 3,681 707,292 
Hamilton Branch 49,097 41,249 203,112 

798 
334,496 

1,364,516 
31 869 10,198 

94,604 

798 
334,496 

1,364,516 Hunting Island 20,533 
10,198 
94,604 109,979 

798 
334,496 

1,364,516 
Huntington Beach 62,210 127,271 735,964 
Keowee-Toxaway 1,934 183 29,982 91,332 
Kings Mountain 24,756 85,071 10,751 208,472 

3,696 
22,233 

26,756 
84,524 Lee 6,591 

3,696 
22,233 6,281 

26,756 
84,524 

Little Pee Dee — 6,724 53,405 9,238 149,156 
21,795 

774,862 
152,816 

1,223,808 Myrtle Beach 7,301 161,362 
21,795 

774,862 535,982 
152,816 

1,223,808 
Oconee 20,887 38,451 130,749 24,138 327,020 

161,999 
213,864 

211,254 
611,896 Paris Mountain 12,583 

161,999 
213,864 17,836 

211,254 
611,896 

Pleasant Ridge 1,775 3,298 36,763 1,632 114,484 
Poinsett 3,304 4,492 224,654 9,269 362,976 
Redcliffe 
Rivers Bridge 1,140 63,491 9,367 126,312 

31,483 
56,729 

57,600 
158,188 Sadlers Creek 16,448 

31,483 
56,729 2,022 

57,600 
158,188 

Santee 27,549 43,051 107,640 9,899 1,256,072 
Sesqui 16,470 165,734 18,194 302,144 
Table Rock 18,449 23,765 270,911 18,701 478,824 
Woods Bay 10,314 35,245 

Total 152,606 705,778 4,263,998 951,228 12,143,279 
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Beauty at the Back Door 

A Time For Rediscovery 
South Carolinians may be rediscovering their 

native state through visitation to state parks if 
summer attendance figures are any indication. 

Despite rising travel costs, use of facilities in 
the 41 state parks was strong during June, July 
and August, increasing substantially in specific 
locations. Coastal parks, perennially popular, 
experienced an increase in usage, and the new 
inland island state park — Dreher Island near 
Columbia — sustained capacity usage all summer. 

"We are happy that most people say they are 
enjoying what South Carolina State Parks have 
to offer," said State Parks Director Ray Sisk. 

Superintendents at state parks noted that 
tents and tent trailers definitely made a come
back this summer and the advent of small 
automobiles has also made a mark on family 
camping. 

Visitors to South Carolina state parks ex
ceeded 12 million during the fiscal year 1979-80 
for the first time in history. This increase of 
more than 700,000 park visitors reflects a 
continuing trend in state parks' use both by 
South Carolinians and guests from other states. 

Three parks — Hunting Island, Santee and 
Myrtle Beach — all logged more than a million 
visitors each during the fiscal year 1979-80. 
Resort and coastal parks consistently recorded 
their peak visitation between mid-June and mid-
July. The four coastal parks were visited this 
summer by nearly two million vacationers. 

More people who used Hunting Island this 
summer stayed longer than in previous years," 
said Marshall West, superintendent there. "The 
same campers are coming back more often," 
West said. "They say their vacation plans are to 
take shorter trips and to stay closer to home." 

At Huntington Beach State Park, Superin
tendent Mac Copeland said that heat and lack of 
rain slowed down camping some, but "we had so 
many Canadian campers, we needed to take 
French lessons. They told us this was their 
favorite park." Copeland also said the park has 
hosted more North and South Carolinians and 
Georgians, vacationing closer to home. 

Myrtle Beach, the most popular coastal park, 
experienced approximately the same Canadian 
and Northeastern visitation as last year. Super

intendent Bobby Turner said, "Our camping 
revenue was up 10 percent over last year despite 
fears stemming from higher priced gas." More 
than 700,000 South Carolinians and out-of-state 
visitors camped at Myrtle Beach State Park this 
summer. 

"I have had numerous campers from South 
Carolina and neighboring states comment that 
they intend to take advantage of what our coast 
has to offer them before they spend their hard-
earned money elsewhere," said Edisto Beach 
State Park Superintendent Kurt Becht. In spite 
of the unseasonably warm summer, Edisto had 
nearly 300,000 visitors this summer, nearly half 
from out-of-state. 

The high temperatures, however, may have 
positively influenced people to travel closer to 
home, because the number of sites used and park 
revenues showed no ill effects from the long, hot 
summer. 

Around the state, a definite trend toward 
smaller rigs was seen by George Gordon, 
superintendent at Poinsett State Park. "I have 
seen a move toward more tent camping and 
more local visitors from Sumter and Columbia. 
They tell me they just can't afford to take long 
trips as they have in the past." 

Families visiting Greenwood State Park were 
"more likely to spend their entire vacation — not 
just a weekend," according to Superintendent Joe 
Hambright. Hambright also noted a number of 
first-time campers as well as a trend toward 
staying in one park longer. "We have seen that 
the number of people camping per site is 
increasing, which may indicate a pleasant 
return to an expanded family unit enjoying their 
leisure together," said Freddie Parkman, district 
superintendent. 

In the cooler mountain parks, camping this 
summer was popular "we believe partly because 
of the dry weather and the gas situation with 
people camping nearer to their homes," said 
Oconee Park Superintendent Bob Cothran. 

Rachel Haney 
Travel Writer 
Division of Tourism 
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Wildcat Wayside, Cheraw, Table Rock 

THREE STATE PARK TRACTS REGISTERED WITH 
S. C. HERITAGE TRUST PROGRAM 

At the August PRT Commission meeting, Governor Riley presented the PRT's State Parks Division with three 
Heritage Trust Registrations. From left to right: Ben Boozer, Chairman, SCORP Exchange Council; Ray Sisk, Director, 
PRT's State Parks Division; Fred Brinkman, Executive Director, PRT; D. Gene Rickenbaker, PRT Commission Chairman; 
Governor Richard Riley; Drake Edens, Wildlife and Marine Resources Chairman; James Timmerman, Executive Director, 
Wildlife and Marine Resources Department; and Tom Kohlsaat, Director, Heritage Trust Program. 

Tracts of land in three state parks were formally 
registered with the S. C. Heritage Trust Program in a 
brief ceremony Monday, August 25. 

J. Drake Edens Jr., chairman of the S. C. Wildlife 
and Marine Resources Commission, and Dr. James A. 
Timmerman, the wildlife department's executive 
director, presented certificates of registration to D. 
Gene Rickenbaker, chairman of the Parks, Recreation 
and Tourism (PRT) Commission. The presentation 
was made in the PRT conference room in the Edgar A. 
Brown Building in Columbia. 

"We're very pleased that we have this opportunity 
to work with the Heritage Trust Program in preserving 
these beautiful and unspoiled natural areas," said 
Rickenbaker. "Future generations will be able to enjoy 
these parks even more because of this foresight and 
cooperation between agencies." 

The areas taken into the program include 18 acres 
in Wildcat Wayside Park in Greenville County and 11 
acres in Cheraw State Park in Chesterfield County. 

The largest single tract is 1,997 acres registered in 
Table Rock State Park in Pickens County. 

The parks will still be owned and managed by PRT 
and the public will continue to have access to the 
recreational facilities at each park. 

Rare plants, endangered animals and unusual 
terrain found on the three tracts led to registration 
with the Heritage Trust Program. The program, which 
is supervised by the S. C. Department of Wildlife and 
Marine Resources, focuses attention on rare species of 
plants and animals with the goal of protecting the 
natural settings of these species. 

At Wildcat Wayside State Park, rare concentrations 
of scarlett Indian paintbrush and mountain sweet 
pitcher can be found. The tract in Cheraw State Park 
contains the second known location in South Carolina 
of woody goldenrod and at Table Rock at least 12 
endangered animal species, including the black bear 
and Cooper's hawk, can be found. 
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DISTRICT I 
MERL RHODES, Pier Manager 

Myrtle Beach State Park 

DISTRICT II 
WILLIAM "AL" PRIESTER, Superintendent 

Goodale State Park 

DISTRICT III 
EUGENE "PETE" DAVIS 

Croft State Park 

DISTRICT IV 
WILLIE CALDWELL, Ranger 

Greenwood State Park 

CENTRAL OFFICE — COLUMBIA 
MICHAEL FOLEY, Chief Historian 

WILLIAM LUCAS, Chief of Construction 

SERVICE & SUPPLY CENTER 
JACQUELINE STEINMEYER, Data Coordinator 

MERL RHODES — Merle and his wife Sally are both Yankees 
from Pennsylvania; he was from the farm and she was from the city. 
Merl served in the Army during World War II "behind the wire" 
guarding German POWs at a campground in Texas. As many as 
15,000 of Rommel's Afrikan Corps were quartered there. 

Merl attended college for 214 years after the war. He met Sally at 
a hospital where she was working. Their first date on a New Year's 
Eve was followed rapidly by a whirlwind courtship that resulted in 
their marriage three months later. "That will never work!" was the 
message that greeted them, but they are still married thirty years 
later! 

Merl had the unique opportunity to recommend himself for a job! 
It all began when Merl was vacationing in Columbia and interviewed 
for a job at Ruff Hardware's store in the Parkland Shopping Center. 
The owner, who was from Pennsylvania, told Merl that they'd call 
him if anything developed. Sometime later a call came through from 
the owner to the store in Pennsylvania where Merl was working. 
Merl answered the phone, and on the other end was the owner, who 
inquired about the character, work history, etc. of Merl. Merl never 
got around to identifying himself, and you can bet that he gave a 
g l o w i n g  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  g e n t l e m a n  i n  q u e s t i o n .  Y o u  g u e s s e d  i t  . . .  h e  
got the job, and moved to Columbia! And ... he never told anyone 
that he was on the other end of the telephone back in Pennsylvania! 

From July 1970 through July 1974 Merle worked as Pier Manager 
at Myrtle Beach State Park. His next move was to Columbia and the 
Service & Supply Center, where he worked in the Merchandising 
Section for two years. "We missed the beach and the people that 
fished," Merl said. The Pier Manager's job became vacant, so Merl 
and Sally packed their bags and returned to Myrtle Beach in 
October 1976. Their park residence sets back in a thicket behind the 
fishing pier, and the view of the ocean is truly magnificent. "I've got 
the best job in the system!" Merl exclaimed proudly, and the twinkle 
in his eye told you that he meant it. 

Merl's day begins at 6 a.m. when he opens the pier. During the 
day he may be found stocking the park store when he's not at the 
pier. After taking a little time off in the afternoon, he works at the 
pier from 6 to 10 at night. Merl knows many of the fishermen by 
name, and enjoys talking with them about their experiences. 

Sally likes to walk the beach and look for fossils, but says that 
Merl is the best fossil in her collection. They enjoy surf fishing, 
reading mysteries and visiting relatives in Pennsylvania. "Most of all, 
we just enjoy being together!" Sally said. Their basset hound, Clem, 
is a constant companion. "He's got more sense than I have!" said 
Merl. 

A "reunion" is held each Thanksgiving at the park, with 
fishermen and other park visitors coming from distant states to enjoy 
each other's company. "They are my kind of people," Merl said, and 
I believe him. As I left him, he was making the rounds, talking to 
several fishermen about their recent trips. A person should truly 
enjoy his work, and Merl Rhodes fits that mold perfectly! 
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WILLIE CALDWELL — Willie, born in Ninety Six, attended 
local schools and played football and basketball in high school. He 
studied carpentry and cabinet-making at Denmark TEC, and later 
spent two years in the Army as a cook. "The cooks have the best 
job in the Army!" Willie said, and he should know! 

Willie's wife, Jannie, is from Clinton. The Caldwells have two 
children, Monica, 8 and Jane, who was born just in time to make this 
issue of PARK LITES! Janna has been teaching at the Edgewood 
Middle School in Ninety Six, but she will be taking a little time off 
before she rejoins the work force. 

Willie knew Lee Chappell, former ranger at Greenwood, and 
took Lee's job when he retired in 1977. Willie and Janna have visited 
most of the upstate parks and a few of the coastal parks. Willie 
particularly liked the quiet parks like Chester and Pleasant Ridge, 
and his interest in golf attracted him to Hickory Knob, where a 
championship 18-hole course is under construction. 

Willie's pasttime pursuits include making furniture, playing golf, 
football, baseball, running track and boxing. Janna enjoys playing 
basketball and volleyball, but Willie says that she spends most of her 
spare time hollering at him! 

Fishing hasn't been too good at Greenwood this summer. "The 
water temperature has been too hot," Willie said, "so the fish have 
been running deep." Fishermen have been having their best luck 
early in the morning or late in the evening. Willie has attended the 
Criminal Justice Academy, maintenance school and taken first aid 
courses. 
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MICHAEL FOLEY — Mike was born in Columbia, but grew up 
outside New York City wandering the streets of the "Big Apple." 
The family moved back to Columbia, where Mike graduated from 
high school and enrolled at Carolina. He lettered for three years in 
swimming, and graduated with a double major in Chemistry and 
History. Mike hung around the halls of ivy long enough to get an 
M.A. degree in History, then completed all the classroom 
requirements for a doctorate. He needs only to write his dissertation, 
but he's not planning to. "It is a matter of priorities," Mike said, "and 
right now I am more interested in my work and my family." 

Mike did some teaching on both the high school and college 
levels, and enjoyed it, particularly on the college level. "It was a 
challenge to motivate the students to want to learn," he said. Mike 
studied for one semester at the University of London while working 
on his doctorate at the University of North Carolina. "Timeless" was 
his one-word description of England. He was also able to do some 
touring in France, Belgium, Scotland and the Carribean. He recalls 
the pleasant experience of working for a time on an 80' sailboat in 
the Carribean. His travels have taken him to Canada five times and 
to the West three times. 

Mike has a long list of hobbies, in all of which he is a very active 
participant: backpacking, skiing, sailing a catamaran (twin-hulled 
sailboat) on Lake Murray and running Whitewater in canoes and 
kayaks. He runs and jogs regularly to stay in shape. His wife, Jerri, a 
Virginia native who met Mike when she was a student at Carolina, 
does all these things. "Jerri is a competitive runner," Mike said, "and 
can probably beat me at anything over 5,000 meters." She's not 
sure, however, for Mike isn't going to give her the opportunity! Mike 
has two sons from a previous marriage; Rion, 10 and Ian, 8. He and 
Jerri also have a son, David, 19 months old and a daughter, Corey, born 
in August. 

Mike joined PRT in 1972 when he walked in off the street to 
apply for the Chief Historian's position, which had been vacated 
when Janson Cox moved to Charles Towne Landing as Expo Park 
Manager. "I had been coaching a swimming team and teaching," 
Mike said, "but the job was just what 1 had been looking for." 

More than one-half million dollars in state funds were awarded to 
local historical projects during the past ten years, with the state 
park's Chief Historian having the responsibility for approving and 
inspecting projects and transferring funds. "It has been rewarding to 
play a minor role in the pursuit and preservation of local sites with a 
unique historical appeal," Mike said. 

Various construction projects and special programs have given 
Mike the opportunity to do a lot of things that he enjoys. One 
program at last year's superintendents' conference involved the 
building of a stone retaining wall near the office-restaurant-museum 
building. With experience gained from stone work at Landsford 
Canal and Kings Mountain's "living farm," Mike proved to be an 
excellent teacher. "My work provides a change of pace, a variety of 
work projects and the opportunity to be creative," Mike remarked. 

Mike is justly proud of PRT's restoration work at Landsford 
Canal, the "living farm" at Kings Mountain and Hampton Plantation. 
"Much of this work was completed without state funds by a 
maximum utilization of existing labor and materials," Mike said. 

Mike is in the process of adding some rooms onto his house, 
which he heats with two wood stoves. His spare moments in the 
summer are spent sailing and running waterfalls in his kayak. His 
immediate goals are to become more proficient at skiing and 
kayaking. He manages to find time for everything, because he 
believes that if something is important to you, there will be time for 
it. When we in the Columbia office think of a person that is living life 
to the fullest, the name of Mike Foley always comes to mind! 
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BILL LUCAS - Bill, a native of Columbia, graduated from 
Columbia High School in 1966, where he played varsity football, 
basketball and baseball. He studied Business Administration at 
U.S.C. for a year while waiting for a delayed enlistment date in the 
Navy. From 1967 to 1969 Bill served on a supply ship, with duty in 
the north Atlantic and Mediterranean areas. 

After his discharge, Bill enrolled at Midlands TEC and completed 
a two-year curriculum in architectural engineering, for which he 
received an Associate degree. He began working at PRT's State 
Parks Division as a draftsman, and attended classes at U.S.C. Bill 
graduated in 1975 with a B.A. degree in General Studies, and was 
promoted to Chief of Construction. He was transferred from the 
naval to the army reserves in 1973, where he is drill sergeant of a 
basic training battalion. 

Bill directs the activities of a six-man construction crew. In 
addition, he works closely with contractors, makes on-site 
inspections to insure that specifications are being followed, and 
eventually approves work with a final inspection. One of the crew's 
biggest challenges was rebuilding the dam at Lee. The task took 
between two and three months and took its toll in two broken dump 
truck axles! Another ongoing project of the construction crew is 
upgrading electrical service at campsites to fifty amps. 

One of Bill's favorite parks is Dreher Island, which he considers a 
"sleeping giant." The completion of the Meeting House at Andrew 
Jackson was a pleasant experience working with the contractor, Bill 
recalled. 

Bill's wife, Glenda Carol, is expecting in November. They have 
two children, Stacie Carla, 8 and William John Edward, 2'/2. Bill 
officiates high school basketball games, is an active member of a 
local Masonic lodge and plays on a church fast-pitch Softball team. 
Glenda cheers for Bill at the Softball games and does a lot of cross-
stitch embroidery. Bill is an enthusiastic Gamecock supporter and 
attends all football games possible. He's even going with the 
Gamecocks to Hawaii! (Bill, I think that your doctor has some 
inoculations that will cure this fever! Ed.) 
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EUGENE "PETE" DAVIS — Pete, who hails from Saluda, 
attended USC for two years after graduating from high school. For 
the next l'/2 years Pete studied Human Relations at Greenwood 
TEC. One day he was swimming across Lake Greenwood, and was 
stopped by a park ranger in a boat after getting nearly across. When 
Pete assured the ranger that he was a certified lifeguard, the ranger 
told him that they had a shortage of guards at the park. Pete finished 
out the summer on the payroll at the park! 

Pete's first full-time job with the parks system was as a Ranger I 
at Rivers Bridge. His next moves were to Myrtle Beach as a Ranger 
II, then to Croft as a Ranger III, where he has been for almost two 
years. While Pete enjoys all sports, basketball is one of his favorites, 
and he has been coaching two teams for Fernwood Baptist Church 
in Spartanburg. 

Fishing, hunting, hiking and tent camping occupy a lot of Pete's 
spare time. Although he had done a little construction work before 
joining the parks system, he has learned a lot since that time, and 
has the bruised knuckles to prove it! He enjoys working with people, 
and tries to take time to talk with park visitors. "People often do not 
understand park rules and regulations," Pete said, "and a few 
minutes' conversation can often work wonders." 

Pete would like to get a four-year degree, but lacks the 
motivation at this time. "Trying to fit class schedules into a work 
schedule is often difficult," he said. 

Pete enjoys the slower pace at smaller state parks. "Visitors at 
destination parks like Myrtle Beach are in such a hurry that you 
never get to know them like visitors at smaller or secluded parks," 
Pete remarked. His life was positively influenced by Kirby Able, 
former editor of "Living in South Carolina," the state electric 
cooperative publication. Kirby, who was a friend and associate of the 
editor, passed away several years ago. "So much of Kirby's life was 
devoted to working with young people," Pete said, "and I am trying 
to pattern my life after his." 

Having known Kirby Able for the last fifteen years of his life, I can 
only say that Pete Davis is certainly on the right track! 

AL PRIESTER — Al, a native of Hampton, graduated from 
Lower Richland, where he played baseball. After attending Midlands 
TEC for a semester, he worked for two years with First National 
Bank's research and quality control departments. During this time 
he worked with Bill Lucas's wife, and in this manner he learned of a 
Ranger I vacancy at N. R. Goodale. Al got the job, was eventually 
promoted to Ranger II, and transferred to Woods Bay as 
superintendent when Joe Laferte moved to the Columbia Office. 

Three months later Al moved back to Goodale when Robert 
Fowler left the parks system. Al has attended the Criminal Justice 
Academy, Waste Water Treatment classes and the Parks Division's 
Maintenance School. Al, who is single, lived in Pennsylvania for four 
years, and has traveled down the East coast as far as Texas. He has 
pleasant memories of a brief visit to the Bahamas. 

Al is a sports car enthusiast, and has owned a Corvette and an 
MG Midget. His "racing stable" at present includes a Triumph 
Spitfire and a Porsche 914. He has visited only five or six state parks, 
but wants to see more of them in the future. He enjoys deep sea 
fishing and tries to make at least one trip a year. In addition to fishing 
and hunting, Al likes to play Softball and played on a local church 
team last year. 

Picnicking and swimming have been popular activities at Goodale 
during the summer, whereas the shelters receive heavy use in the fall 
and spring for family reunions. "The use of our golf course has 
picked up tremendously," Al said, making it very worthwhile to keep 
the fifty-two acres of grass cut. "We have had a lot of people from 
Columbia coming to Goodale to swim this summer," Al remarked. 
Season swimming passes are a good bargain for youngsters living 
in nearby housing developments, and $450 worth were sold the first 
week of the summer. 

"Visitation seems to taper off after the Fourth of July," Al said. 
Fishing is great for those that know where the "hot spots" are, Al 
continued. "A local fisherman landed a l'/2-pound bream last week," 
he said, "and that's a pretty good sized bream!" 
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JACQUELINE "JACKIE" STEINMEYER — Jackie, a native 
Sandlapper, was born in Charleston but has lived in Columbia since 
the age of five. A graduate of A. C. Flora, she is married and has 
three daughters, 13, 11 and 3J4- Dean, her husband, retired from the 
Army after 22 years and is working as a plumber at Fort Jackson. 
Jackie has been a cottage parent at the Midlands Center for the 
Retarded. She took computer training at the Career Training 
Center, a private school which has been in the Columbia area for 
ten years. 

Jackie enjoys the friendly atmosphere and working conditions at 
the Service and Supply Center, where she has been for the past 
thirteen months as Data Coordinator. She and Susan Wright, Key 
Entry Operator, keep an inventory of all supplies and equipment. 
Twice a year they pull a complete inventory, and they were in the 
middle of one when I interviewed Jackie. 

Jackie has been a horse enthusiast for years, having ridden since 
the age of two. She has shown quarter horses throughout the state, 
and broke both her shoulder and hand in a fall. However, she enjoys 
riding, and she still rides! Another activity that occupies much of her 
time in the fall is serving as cheerleader coordinator for a local 
football team. Her oldest daughter is an instructor, her middle 
daughter is a cheerleader and the "littlest one" is the mascot! The 
twelve-week season means mid-week practice sessions and games 
on Sundays. 

An accomplished seamstress, Jackie makes most of her 
children's clothes. They enjoy camping in their tent camper pulled by 
a customized van, and make several trips each year to the 
mountains and to visit relatives in Virginia. 

Jackie's van comes in handy when she works with a local Girl 
Scout troop. Two of her daughters have been active since their 
Brownie days. This activity calls for weekly meetings and occasional 
field trips. Dean hunts and they both enjoy freshwater fishing. "He's 
an all-around good guy!" Jackie exclaimed. 

The Steinmeyers live only 3'/2 miles from the Service and Supply 
Center, so Jackie doesn't have far to drive to work. Their main 
ambition at the present is to get their children through school, then 
they would like to travel across Canada. (So would I! Ed.) 

SAFETY CORNER 
In the interest of all state park visitors, the Division 

of State Parks is taking numerous precautionary 
measures to prevent accidents and injuries. 

The Division sponsored a lifeguard camp in mid-
July at Cheraw State Park. The eleven participants 
qualified in advanced lifesaving and are eligible for 
future employment at our state parks. In addition, 
beginning swimming classes were conducted this 
summer at most of our swimming areas. 

The safety of park visitors is of vital concern to us 
and requires additional items and practices. Warning 
signs, posters, rules and regulations are constantly 
being updated and placed in highly visible locations. 
Training in advanced lifesaving and the use of rescue 
equipment continues on a regular basis. Two of our 
coastal parks have professional lifeguard service 
contracts, while the other two coastal parks use 
lifeguards qualified in advanced lifesaving that are hired 
by the Division of State Parks. 

Another area receiving increased emphasis is the 
use of fishing boats, pedal boats and canoes. Boat 
safety regulations are being prominently displayed on 
every state park boat, and these rules will be strictly 
enforced. Life preservers and cushions in use are 
Coast Guard approved, and a life preserver will be 
worn by each boat user. 

High priority will be given to the safety training of 
our personnel, and we will make every effort to 
promote in-service training in first aid, CPR, driver 
training and water safety. 

Ed Brown 
Safety Coordinator 

Boat rules similar to the above are being applied to all 
rental boats in the state park system. 
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Vandell  Davis  

YACC DIRECTOR RE-APPOINTED TO 
S. C. FAMILY OF THE YEAR COMMITTEE 

Six state agencies support the South Carolina Family Week program by honoring 
outstanding families each year at the State, regional and county levels. Members of the 
State Family Committee and the agencies they represent are (from left): Dianne 
Pressley, Commission on Aging, Sonny Smith, Department of Agriculture; Vandell 
Davis, Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism; Committee Chairperson Gwen 
Power, Department of Social Services; Caroline Hammond, staff coordinator for the 
Family Committee, Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism; Reverend Horace 
Youngblood, Department of Youth Services; and Tom Mounter, Clemson University 
Extension Service. 

Vandell Davis, Director of the Young Adult 
Conservation Corps in the Division of State Parks, has 
been re-appointed to a four-year term to represent the 
Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism (PRT) 
on the South Carolina Family of the Year Committee. 

Davis has served as PRT's representative on the 
Family of the Year Committee since the program was 
organized in 1978 to implement a legislative act 
adopted by the General Assembly which created an 
annual South Carolina Family Week. 

Five other State agencies also serve on the State 
Family Committee, as provided by the legislative act. 
These agencies include: Council on Aging, Department 
of Agriculture, Clemson University Extension Service, 
Department of Social Services, and Department of 
Youth Services. 

The Committee is responsible for organizing an 

annual program to strengthen the role of the family by 
honoring outstanding families in counties throughout 
South Carolina. Local volunteer leaders are appointed 
to handle the selection of a Family of the Year in each 
county. Ten regional Families of the Year are then 
chosen from the county winners. The outstanding 
State Family is selected from the ten regional winners 
and honored during South Carolina Family Week in 
August. 

The R. Paul Ffarrington family of Woodruff is the 
1980 Family of the Year. Mr. and Mrs. Harrington and 
their four natural children and twelve foster children 
were honored at a luncheon at the Governor's 
Mansion in Columbia hosted by Mrs. Richard W. Riley. 

Ms. Caroline Hammond of PRT's Tourism Division 
serves as staff coordinator for the Family of the Year 
Committee. 
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The Naturalist's Notebook — Number 1 

HOW LEAVES CHANGE COLOR 
(This is the first in a series of quarterly articles 

designed to give us a greater awareness of and 
appreciation for the beauty of nature. Suggestions of 
topics for future articles will be welcomed by the 
author. Ed.) 

Of the four seasons Autumn may be the most 
spectacular. Those warm, sunny days and refreshingly 
cool nights that characterize the "Indian Summer" 
offer a welcomed respite from the heat of summer, and 
create an irresistible lure to the great outdoors. 
Whether driving along rural backroads, hiking through 
pristine wilderness, or stalking that favorite game 
species, one could scarcely fail to enjoy the 
extraordinary beauty of the season, as hillsides are 
draped in a patchwork of color. For centuries man has 
looked on this display in awe, imagination running wild, 
attempting to explain the phenomenon. 

American Indians looked to the heavens for an 
understanding of this great natural event which 
accompanied their harvest season. Celestial hunters, 
they presumed, had been successful in slaying the 
Great Bear. His blood dripping over the forest stained 
leaves red and fat spattering from their cooking pots 
tinted them yellow. Farfetched? To a people who 
viewed the constellation commonly called the Big 
Dipper as a great bear pursued by three hunters, it 
was not particularly unusual. And certainly no more so 
than every schoolchild's vision of Jack Frost flitting 
across the countryside, palette in hand, painting leaves 
vivid colors. Authors and poets have praised Autumn, 
while researchers and philosophers invested their time 
in the study of it. While the process which leads to 
spectacular coloration is still not fully understood, we 
do know much about this complicated phenomenon. 

The chain of events begins in the Spring as trees 
revive, following their Winter layoff. New leaves 
emerge from their protective buds and assume their 
healthy green coloration as chlorophyll is produced. 
This green pigment does much more than give plants 
their characteristic coloration. Sunlight, shining on the 
chlorophyll, allows the plant to transform the raw 
ingredients, carbon dioxide and water, into simple 
carbohydrates such as starches and sugars. These 
simple carbohydrates supply the plant with all the food 
it needs to grow and become the food source for 
every living organism. Whether directly or indirectly, 
all living creatures depend on the chlorophyll in plants 
for their food supply. While the plant is producing 

food, chlorophyll is constantly being used up. Under 
normal conditions, it is replaced as quickly as it is used 
up and dominates in the leaf, keeping it green. 

In the Autumn a host of influences causes the 
production of chlorophyll to slow down. The change in 
day length and the change in temperatures seem to 
lead the way in these events. As bright sunny days 
keep food production at a high level, these changes 
slow down chlorophyll production and the level of 
green pigments drops, causing other pigments to show 
through. A number of other pigments are present in 
many plants throughout the growing season. Most of 
them are in the group known as the carotenes, a 
collection of primarily yellow pigments. These pigments 
are present in lesser quantities than chlorophyll, 
although some plants have sufficient carotenes to tint 
otherwise green leaves. Tulip poplar, for example, has 
characteristically yellow-green leaves because of the 
abundance of carotenes. These carotenes are the 
same pigments which give color to goldenrods and 
daffodils, carrots and rutabagas, and in the Autumn 
they lead to the brilliant yellows and oranges of such 
hardwood species as hickory, ash, maple, poplar, 
birch, sycamore and sassafras. 

The reds, purples and similar colors come from a 
group of pigments known as anthocyanins. Unlike the 
carotenes, these anthocyanins are not present in the 
leaf all the time. In the Autumn, as the breakdown of 
sugars changes because of changed phosphate levels, 
these brilliant pigments are produced in the sap of leaf 
cells. The brighter the light, the more abundant the 
anthocyanins, so those bright, sunny days lead to 
more spectacular color. Anthocyanins produce the 
vivid colors of hardwood species like maple, sourwood, 
dogwood, black gum and persimmon; and also give the 
familiar color to strawberries, plums, apples, and 
blueberries. 

The greatest diversity of color is evidenced when 
the chlorophylls, carotenes and anthocyanins combine 
for an infinite rainbow of shades. Temperatures near, 
but not below, freezing at night and warm sunny days 
lead to the most prolific color development, but the 
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process is really not that simple. Any one of a dozen 
factors, both within the leaf and in the environment, 
can alter the rate of color change. The interaction of 
pigments within the leaf, sunlight, moisture, chemicals 
in the soil or leaf, hormones, air temperature, length of 
day, genetic traits and location of the tree results in the 
variations observed. No two trees respond exactly 
alike. 

Certain species almost always lead the color 
display and frequently individual leaves will change in 
late summer. On any given tree certain leaves or 
whole branches of leaves may change while the rest of 
the tree remains green. Often, individual leaves will 
show a variety of color with veins or spots of 
numerous shades. When the Autumn is cloudy, little 
anthocyanin production results in less red color and a 
dry season frequently causes leaves to die and drop off 
without any appreciable color change. 

As Autumn color develops other changes are 
taking place in leaves. At the base of the leafstalk, a 
special layer of cells develops which severs the tissues 
supporting the leaf. Gradually the wind or the mere 
weight of the leaf cause the leaf to fall. Most broad-
leaved trees in the eastern United States lose their 
leaves in Autumn, making it one of the few areas of the 
world fortunate enough to enjoy this showy display. 

Of the many factors governing the rate of the 
Autumnal color change in leaves, the change in 
temperature is one of the most influential. Higher 
elevations, which have cooler temperatures, character
istically lead the way both in the changing of leaf color 
and in the losing of leaves. The spectacular view from 
Caesars Head across the Dismal to Table Rock shows 
bare limbs at higher elevations while the valleys below 
are draped in the vivid Autumnal patchwork. 

Through fallen leaves the natural process for recycling 
the leafs nutrients is established. The large amount of 
valuable elements, especially calcium and potassium, is 
leached out of the leaf during the decomposition 
process, and the decaying leaves provide for more 
water-absorbing humus. 

John Reid Clonts 
State Park Naturalist 

Page 14 Park Lites 



Historical Highlights — Number 1 

A GRASS ROOTS BEGINNING 
(This is the first in a series of quarterly articles 
designed to acquaint us with events of historical 
significance and state parks with historic features. The 
author welcomes suggestions for articles in subsequent 
issues. Ed.) 

Americans have always been fortunate in the 
possession of a country rich in natural beauty. The 
first century of our nation's development saw the 
prevailing view that the bounties of nature were 
limitless, that the use of the land to produce wealth 
would never come into conflict with the enjoyment of 
that land for its recreational and aesthetic qualities. A 
growing national awareness of the need to protect 
areas of special scenic and recreational value was 
reflected in the setting aside of the Yellowstone area as 
a national preserve in 1872. In South Carolina, the 
movement to establish parks was to wait another half 
century. The establishment of the first state park was 
not due to the impetus of state government, but came 
from a grass roots movement in the Cheraw area. A 
group of local citizens raised $5,000 in order to 
purchase a 706 acre tract for presentation to the state. 
In 1934, the legislature charged the South Carolina 
Commission of Forestry with the responsibility of 
administering these areas and the state park system 
was born. The donation of land by local citizens was to 
continue to be the major source of properties for the 
fledgling park service in its early years, while some 
additional land came from the federal government. It 
was to be 1942 before money was appropriated for the 
purchase of park land. In that year $15,000 was used 
to acquire additional land for Santee State Park. Seven 
more years were to pass before state funds would 
purchase an entire park, when 7,000 acres of Camp 
Croft were acquired near Spartanburg. In fact, 22 of 
the first 23 parks brought into the new system were 
gifts which cost the taxpayers of South Carolina not a 
penny. 

During the early years, the development costs of 
the parks were also a light burden upon the state. The 
Great Depression had given birth to Roosevelt's New 
Deal. One of its programs was the Civilian Conserva
tion Corps, authorized in 1933, the same year that the 
future Cheraw State Park was presented to the state. 
The Corps mobilized unemployed young men to do 
useful and meaningful work in conservation and 
recreational development. The shortage of funds for 
the purchase of building supplies forced the Corps to 

rely on locally available building materials, while the 
abundance of labor allowed painstaking detail work 
which is impossible today. The great legacy of the 
C.C.C. days can be seen in the many fine rustic 
structures which still stand in our older parks. 
Although stone, logs, and rough timber are the 
predominating materials, some of these early buildings 
nearer to the coast were built of quarried blocks of 
coquina, a deposit of fossilized marine shells. At the 
highpoint of the Civilian Conservation Corps activity in 
South Carolina there were 16 camps in operation. 
During the late 1930s their activities were slowly 
phased out leaving the Commission of Forestry with 
total responsibility for development and operation of 
the parks. With the loss of Federal assistance, work 
was abandoned on many parks while others were slow 
to open. In 1936, Myrtle Beach State Park was the first 
to open on a quiet undeveloped section of the coast. 
From the beginning, operational staff was limited. Four 
years after its establishment, the Division of State 
Parks had four employees in the central office and only 
two full time superintendents. Parks were staffed in the 
summer mostly by college students and teachers, and 
then closed for the remaining nine months. Full time 
operation would have to wait for many years. 

Despite the many problems, early visitation was 
heavy. The three most heavily visited parks — Paris 
Mountain, Chester and Myrtle Beach — had a total of 
314,000 visitors in 1938. Beginning a tradition which 
has lasted to the present day, a wide variety of 
activities were organized and promoted in the parks by 
part time employees. Archery tournaments, water 
festivals, ball games and other contests were popular. 
Rental vacation cabins were as popular then as today 
with capacity occupation at the coast and mountains. 
They could be rented for as little as ten dollars a week. 

The outbreak of World War II brought a change in 
operation of the parks. Beach parks were turned over 
to the armed services for coastal defense and 
maneuvers. Military personnel made up a large portion 
of park visitors, including the crew of a British warship, 
who spent some pleasant days at Cheraw State Park 
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while their vessel was being refitted in Charleston. 
Although organized programs were curtailed, attend
ance remained high. The end of 1942 saw attendance 
surpass 1,000,000 for the first time as restrictions on 
travel forced people to find their recreation closer to 
home. 

The end of the war saw renewed growth in the 
parks. Electricity was installed in many of the cabins 
and group camps which previously had been lighted 
only by lantern. The cabins at Cheraw received 
electric refrigerators in 1947. Although small by today's 
standards, operating budgets continued to grow, 
reaching $385,000 in 1949-50. That same year visitation 
surpassed the 2,000,000 mark and two years later 
reached 3,000,000. 

The fifties saw the beginning of the civil rights 
movement which was to greatly affect the State Park 
System. Although separate recreational facilities were 
provided for black citizens of the state, they were few 
and their development lagged far behind those for 
whites. In July 1961, a class action suit to integrate the 
parks was filed. U. S. District Judge J. Robert Martin 
issued an order for the parks to comply with the Civil 
Rights Act of 1954. As a result, the entire system was 
closed by state officials on September 8, 1963. 
Although the parks were reopened on a limited basis 
the next year, pressure continued for full operation. 
On June 30, 1966, the Budget and Control Board 
approved a request for funds to reopen all of the parks 
on a fully integrated basis. 

The prospect of renewed Federal assistance again 
became a possibility with the passage of the Land and 
Water Conservation Bill in 1963. The Act made it 
possible for the states to receive half of the cost of 
acquisition and development of new parks. The 
program has proved to be a significant factor up to this 
day in the development of South Carolina state parks, 
allowing growth and quality which otherwise would 
have been impossible. 

Another milestone in the development of the park 
system occurred in 1967, when Forestry supervision 
ended after thirty-three years. The establishment of a 
new state department — Parks, Recreation, and 
Tourism — brought renewed growth and activity to 
recreational development in South Carolina. In 1968 
the General Assembly appropriated a record $6,250,000 
in construction bonds. In 1974 the establishment of the 
Recreation Land Trust Fund provided a continuing 
vehicle for acquisition of park lands. Between 1975 and 
1977 the Department acquired eleven new parks, 
totalling over 7,000 acres with a value of $6.6 million. 

Many of these parks were parks of significant 
historical value, a Bi-centennial gift to the nation. The 
Department now operates a number of sites which 

This page from a Civilian Conservation Corps 
(CCC) yearbook gives a glimpse of life at the Cheraw 
State Park Camp. 

reflect the diverse history of our state, including a 
canal, a colonial fort, a reconstructed nineteenth 
century farm, and several plantation houses. 

Today South Carolina has over forty parks with a 
wide variety of geographical features and facilities. 
Within the system one can find mountain vistas and 
some of the finest beaches on the Atlantic coast. The 
rustic structures of the early years are preserved with 
care, while totally modern development goes forward 
at sites such as the resort complex at Hickory Knob. 
South Carolina's park system can look with pride at its 
history and with confidence to its future. 

Mike Foley 
Chief Historian 
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"PIONEER DAYS" 
KINGS MOUNTAIN STATE PARK 
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"ATALAYA ARTS & CRAFTS FESTIVAL" 
HUNTINGTON BEACH STATE PARK 
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Concert by Northern Border at Caesars Head 

STATE PARK CONCERT SERIES 
The 1980 Concert Series offered a wide variety of 

entertainment for state parks visitors. What turned out 
to be a successful series was not without some 
apprehension and "hard times". 

A power failure at Kings Mountain hampered the 
success of a bluegrass concert on Independence Day 
weekend. A week later the 100 degree heat was all that 
was needed to influence people to stay away in droves 
from the Caesars Head Gospel Sing. 

These gremlims had little effect on the rest of the 
activities. A folk music concert was included in the 
festivities of the Caesars Head Crafts Show on May 
31-June 1. Another folk concert featuring Faye Parks 
was one of Oconee's June offerings. Eileen Raines 
continued this trend with dulcimer concerts at Table 
Rock and Santee State Parks. 

For the third year John Bigum presented his one-
man concerts throughout the summer to appreciative 
crowds in eight parks. John's personal stylings of 
traditional music and his presentation of his own 
compositions make him difficult to classify. His 
contributions to our summer programs and many of 
our special events have endeared him to thousands of 
park visitors, as well as the state park "family". 

Table Rock's White Oaks picnic area was the 
setting for a country music concert attracting around 
400 people. Northern Border, a fine bluegrass group 
from the Piedmont, drew another 400 enthusiasts to 

Caesar's Head in August. The response to these two 
events influenced us to schedule another concert 
featuring Phil and Gaye Johnson singing country, 
bluegrass, folk and ragtime music. 

The 1980 Pioneer Days again included the S. C. 
Folk Music Festival. Dozens of musicians from all over 
the Southeast gathered at Kings Mountain to play old-
time music at the Living Farm. 

Perhaps the most unusual concert was the Scottish 
Fling, held August 9 at Caesars Head state park. The 
Piedmont Highlanders entertained with bagpipes and 
drums as they played music from Scotland. Even more 
fun than the music were the folk dances, especially 
when the band encouraged audience participation. The 
kilts, bagpipes, and drums brought a lot of color and 
interest to Caesars Head, and is certainly a venture 
worth repeating. 

A total of nearly two dozen concerts were 
presented in twelve parks during the past several 
months. The fact that several thousand park visitors 
enjoyed this music in so many locations across the 
state is making the Concert Series one of the most 
significant programs offered by the Division of State 
Parks. 

Plans are already being formulated for 1981. Any 
ideas? 

Dan Turpin 
Programs Coordinator 
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"Uncle Waldo's Free Lunch," a North Carolina bluegrass 
group, was one of several bands performing at a concert 
sponsored by the S.C. Folk Music Association as part of 
Pioneer Days. 

Special programs at state parks are not a new idea! This 
puppet show at Poinsett State Park was held in April 1947 as 
part of a Spring Laurel Festival. The photo was taken by John 
Tiller, former State Forester with the State Forestry 
Commission. 

One of the highlights of the Scottish Fling at Caesars Head 
in August was a performance by this group, the Piedmont 
Highlanders. 
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District I 

The summer of 1980 will be remembered by most of us as 
a hot one. Although the state of Texas got most of the 
publicity concerning the heat wave, South Carolina had more 
than her share of hot, dry weather. 

For the most part, the hot weather helped revenues on the 
four beach parks in District I. Myrtle Beach, Hunting Island, 
Huntington Beach and Edisto all experienced increased 
revenues with record breaking sales and camping. Tourists as 
well as residents feel the lure of the beach when the weather is 
hot. My thanks to those District I employees who gave their 
best during the long hot periods of the 1980 season. 

Below is a brief glimpse of some recent projects in District 
I. I wish everyone a cool and relaxing Fall and Winter. 

Colleton — A trailer residence has been moved in from 
Edisto to accommodate the park Groundskeeper. The old 
water tower was dismantled. 

Edisto Beach — We recently acquired a newer larger 
mobile home from Lansford Canal to replace the older unit 
sent to Colleton. 

Hampton Plantation — The new restroom and picnic 
shelter have been completed and the mansion renovation is 
still underway. 

Huntington Beach — A shed roof has been erected in 
'Atalaya' by the maintenance crew for use during the Arts 
and Crafts festival.. 

Charles Towne Landing — Major improvements are still 
under way in the Pavilion. Bob Papenfus and his programs 
people have lead the renovation with much assistance from 
the Maintenance crew and CTL employees. The new look is 
much improved. 

Hunting Island — The planners and architects are now at 
work to implement the master plan. 

Myrtle Beach — The location of a new Trading Post has 
been selected near the existing store. Architects are working 
on the design of a proposed Olympic pool complex. 

LARRY W. DUNCAN, 
District I Superintendent 
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Charles Towne Landing The summer was a time for 
many to stay in from the heat, and attendance at Charles 
Towne Landing was down a little. 

But what a splash we made with our 20 by 40 foot "Great 
American Birthday Cake" on the 4th of July! And there were 
standing room only crowds for our popular Summer Film 
Series at the Theatre. 

September 19 and 20 brought the much awaited 
Oktoberfest to the Geodesic Dome for two nights of merry
making, singing and dancing. What a change! Employees 
volunteer for extra work that weekend! 

Our recently completed exercise trail was the project of 
the Youth Conservation Corps crew which worked at the 
Landing during the summer months. Superintendent A1 
Dann's crew added the finishing touches to this exercise and 
joggers trail which winds through wooded areas. Exercise 
equipment will be brought in and placed along the path in the 
future. 

The Colonial Life Festival will be held on October 25 and 
26. Activities are still in the planning stages, but will include 
demonstrations of life in colonial Charles Towne. 

Work on our Exhibit Pavilion has brought some beautiful 
and interesting changes. New exhibits, new walls and murals 
have replaced the old exhibits that had been there since the 
building first opened. 

KAREN CARNES 
Public Information Specialist 

Colleton State Park — At the present time we are ahead 
of last year in the number of camper units. Tents and tent 
trailers are definitely making a comeback with traveling 
people and I have noticed a lot more small automobiles. 

Last week I had my first camper from Japan and he was 
very favorable in his comments about South Carolina and 
our park system. The young man was traveling on a 
motorcycle and had a small tent. 

This is my eleventh summer with the department and 1 
can tell you that the summer of 1980 has been the hottest and 
driest I can remember. The Edisto River is more like a large 
creek than a river and the grass and trees look like they have 
had a frost on them. We have had only an inch of rain since 
the 4th of July and although it thunders and black clouds 
gather the rain always goes around toward the Santee Lakes. 

On July the 19th Groundskeeper Bill Fowler had a 
massive heart attack and was in very critical condition for a 
while. After a month in the hospital he is now at home. Bill 
has a pacemaker now and it seems to be the answer to his 
problem. 

HARRY G. FARR, 
Superintendent 

Edisto Beach State Park — The summer heat drastically 
reduced the number of campers who were willing to sweat 
out the stifling weather. 

One of our dearest friends and best employees, Mr. 
Heyward Mathis, recently underwent eye surgery in Charleston 
for a detached retina. He has assured me that he would be 
ready to go shrimping come September! 

In the same vein, it is an honor to congratulate a fine 
young ranger and his wife, Ray and Donna Stevens, who are 
expecting their first child in late November. Ray and Donna 
have just about completed their nursery — with one small 
exception. (I still think it's going to be a boy, Ray!) 

We also want to welcome our new Ranger, William S. 
Green from Ridgeville, who was at Givhans Ferry before 
filling the position here. 

CHARLES HATFIELD, 
Ranger 

Givhans Ferry State Park — Thus far we have had a good 
season. More and more day users, also my cabins and 
camping has been good. We are in the midst of the Retarded 
Children of Dorchester County Camp Joy. Of all the groups 
that come to this park, I think those children enjoy it most. 
During the months of August, September and October my 
picnic shelters stay pretty busy with company picnics and 
family reunions. 

I have had more in-state campers than out-of-state. Since 
June 1 through the first week of August we have rented 270 
campsites, constituting 796 campers. Approximately 30% are 
from out-of-state, coming from all parts of the United States. 

JOHN B. HOLLOWAY, 
Superintendent 

Hampton Plantation — We haven't had many visitors this 
summer, but with the opening of the park soon I am sure all 
this will change. 

The visitors we have had this summer have been very 
excited that restoration of the house is going on. All want to 
come back to see the completed job and enjoy the grounds. 

DONALD G. FERGUSON, 
Superintendent 

Hunting Island State Park — Hot weather and large 
crowds can best summarize this past summer here on the 
island. Camping is about average this year. We find that most 
people who come are staying longer, coming back again-and 
are making shorter trips staying closer to home. The cabins 
are as popular as ever and all weekends are booked until 
mid-November. 
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At this time I would like to thank the staff for the long 
hard hours that each has put in to make this a safe and 
successful summer season. Thanks to PMA Gerard Perry, 
Rangers John Stocker, Scott Suggs, Arthur Brown and Mark 
Johnson for keeping the park clean and well kept at all times, 
and to Bernethia Daise and Valerie Bradley, our cabin maids 
who always had the cabins cleaned by Monday afternoon. 
Celia Cowart, our secretary, answered the many phone calls 
and kept up with all the paperwork. A great A-2 crew worked 
hard to keep the park clean and well kept. Assistant 
Superintendent Stan Looper kept up the Trading Post, 
Concession Stand, and piles of inventory. 

Last, but not least, Superintendent Marshall West whose 
sense of organization and patience to contend with the many 
problems involved with a large park kept us together! A 
special thanks should go to District Superintendent Larry 
Duncan and the Columbia Office for their help in getting 
supplies and services all the way down here. 

We all look forward to fall and some needed vacation and 
the winter work projects to be completed to ready the park 
for next summer. 

ROBERT A. MITCHELL 
Ranger III 

Huntington Beach State Park — We have had people 
from all over the world camping this summer, from places 
such as England, France, Germany, Sweden and India. Our 
south campground has had so many Canadians that we were 
thinking about taking French lessons! Most of the Canadians 
say that this is their favorite park. 

I have noticed that we have also had more people from 
South Carolina, North Carolina, and Georgia than we have 
in the past. 

Our recently completed jetty is nearly a mile long and has 
been asphalted on top so that people can walk and fish from 
it. The fishing has already started picking up around the jetty, 
with good catches of flounder and spot. 

My son Brian, graduated from high school in May and 
will be starting Francis Marion College in August. Boy! I feel 
old. Ranger Tommy Raynor completed both first-aid and 
CPR courses this summer. Now he's just waiting to practice 
on someone! 

So far this summer, we have had three cookouts for all 
park personnel and a good time was had by all. My wife 
Darlene and 1 took all of our A-2 employees out to supper 
one night (Dutch treat) and you should have seen the looks 
we got when they called us Mom and Dad! This summer's 
A-2 crew has been the best since I've been with the parks. 
Our recreator Sherry Faubian, naturalist Rock Ward and 
chaplain Tim Tucker did an excellent job with their work 
and programs. 

DENNIS HART, 
Ranger 

Myrtle Beach State Park — I haven't heard much news 
from our inland parks, but business certainly has been brisk 
here at Myrtle Beach. Our camping revenue, despite more 

fears stemming from high gas prices, is running about 10% 
over last year at this time. The other rangers tell me that they 
can't tell any decline in the number of Canadian visitors or 
families from Northern states. I have heard numerous 
campers from South Carolina and neighboring states 
comment that they intend to take advantage of what our 
coast has to offer them before they spend their hard-earned 
money elsewhere. Mr. Rhodes, our Pier Manager, indicates 
that the Trading Post, pier and pool are all ahead in revenue 
as compared to the same time last year. 

Well, it looks as if this coming winter is going to bring 
some great changes. We've just learned that we will be 
working out of a new Trading Post sometime next year. For 
those of you who are familiar with the park, the new store 
will be located in Circle I just to the left of our pay phones. It 
will be approximately 35' x 72'. Construction will also begin 
soon on our new pool which will be located on the side of the 
pier parking area. I understand it will be very similar to the 
pool complex at Croft State Park. These projects, along with 
our other winter work projects, will keep our staff busy this 
winter. 

Despite the long hours and 100 degree days, everyone did 
their jobs well and kept their cool when faced with problems. 
All of the guys here take their hats off to Ranger Nancy 
O'Connell who has really put up with some ribbing this 
summer but in the final analysis has certainly proven herself 
to be an asset to the park. 

In closing, my wife and 1 would like to thank all of the 
park families, including Nancy and her kittens, for making us 
feel welcome at our new home. I especially want to thank 
everyone at work for helping me get situated in my new 
position and being patient with me while I was "learning the 
ropes" here at Myrtle Beach. 

GERALD HARRIS, 
Assistant Superintendent 

Old Dorchester State Park — The summer visitors to Old 
Dorchester this summer included several family reunions, a 
number of class reunions, Boy Scout Olympics and cookouts, 
a Revolutionary War re-enactment, a wedding in July 
(another in September), and some model airplane flyers. 

With Labor Day behind us, we at Old Dorchester are 
looking forward to a little rest before we begin our winter 
work programs. Thanks to the Berkeley-Dorchester Counties 
Economic Development Corporation which provided 3 
SYEP participants this summer. 

MELL FELDER, 
Ranger 

Rivers Bridge State Park - Our park revenue and 
camping are up over the past year. I don't see how we've 
gotten through the summer without people having heat
strokes. They have played softball, football and you name it 
in 100 degree weather. The water in the pool was even hot for 
a few days! 

JERRY PRICE, 
Superintendent 
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ShhI 

1. This enormous "Great American Birthday Cake" was cut 
during the Fourth of July celebration at Charles Towne 
Landing. The cake, which weighed more than a ton, was 
completely consumed by visitors by park closing that day! 
Photo by Stephanie Harvin of the Charleston News and 
Courier. 

2. Pedro Acala, carpenter at CTL, puts the finishing 
touches on a dolphin in the lower level of the Pavilion. This 
area has been designed to simulate a sailing vessel, hence the 
dolphin (which is not a fish, but a cluster of closely driven 
pilings used as a fender for a dock or as a mooring for boats. 
Ed.) 

3. Many state park activities need no noise. The lady in the 
foreground is enjoying a good book while two fishermen in the 
background try their luck near the newly-completed jetty at 
Huntington Beach State Park. 

4. CTL staffer A1 Dann discusses recent improvements to 
the Pavilion. Panels in the background were constructed in 
the Service & Supply Center's carpentry shop, and employ 
plant illustrations developed by the State Park Division's 
Program Section. 
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Now that the season is just about over, we eagerly await 
the coming cool weather. Park crews had a rough time 
keeping dry coveralls even during the long drought. Park 
visitors must have been affected too as attendance in 
campgrounds dropped significantly in the August heat. 

The upcoming winter work program looks good for park 
improvements. Some projects are already underway. 

Aiken — The maintenance crew (Wayne Shumpert and 
Merle Jones) is building a much-needed rest room. 

Barnwell — The entire construction crew worked 
overtime to rebuild the dam right in the middle of the season. 
The park crew is making progress underbrushing and 
trimming. 

Cheraw — YACC's spend many weeks working at both 
group camps. Much was accomplished and our grateful 
thanks go out to them. The park crew is presently reworking 
the exterior of their community building. 

N. R. Goodale — Irrigating greens has been an ongoing 
task. The bath house was painted in early summer. 

Lee — The community building has been painted, and 
increased revenue and use has kept the crew busy. 

Little Pee Dee — The crew has been busy keeping the 
park immaculate. Usage is also on the increase. 

Lynches River — Everyone is sitting on pins and needles 
looking forward to groundbreaking of the new pool. 

Poinsett — Roofing, painting, and George's lists have 
kept everyone busy this summer. 

Redcliffe New residence and shop are completed and 
look good. Work continues on renovations to Redcliffe. 

Santee — The original plans to build a BBQ Shelter have 
developed into a neat package with a large screened building 
for eating. 

Woods Bay — New shop and residence are completed and 
landscaping is underway. 

My personal thank you goes out to all the men and 
women in District II who stuck out the heat to make this 
season a great one. And to the maintenance and construction 
crews — we couldn't do it without you, so "thanks a lot". 

VAN STICKLES, 
District Superintendent 

Aiken State Park — In the last Park Lites I reported that 
camping was off 30% but I was hoping that people would get 
tired of staying at home and we would have an increase in 
local people. That is exactly what happened and our camping 
is now above last year. Contrary to all the news reports, most 
of our campers are still buying large travel trailers. Most of 
the young people have tents and tent trailers but the older 
folks usually started camping the same way and now that 
they have trailers they aren't about to go back to tents. 

Swimming is up 35% and shows no sign of slacking off. 
Weekend attendance is about the same as previous years and 
the increase is by the good attendance we have had during the 
week. This has of course helped increase our concession and 
shelter revenue. 

Everyone who has an upcoming teenager should convince 
them to become a lifeguard. Our Sandy grew up seemingly 
overnight when the responsibility of people's lives was placed 
on her. Although she will always be our little girl, it gives 
Judi and 1 a good feeling watching her make rescues, handling 
difficult problems and making her own decisions. Jay has 
Judi's love for the water and has spent most of the summer in it. 
Next year I'm going to try to find a mermaid for his baby 
sitter, as he about drove this year's sitter crazy wanting to go 
swimming! 

This year's weather was great for the park but terrible for 
our garden. Judi still managed to put up almost 300 quarts of 
vegetables so we shouldn't go hungry this winter. 

Dave showed up this morning in his brand new 1980 Ford 
pickup truck, so we know what he did with his cost of living 
raise. 

ED NESBIT, 
Superintendent 
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Barnwell State Park — Due to the hot weather things 
slowed down some. The watermelon buyers did not stay as 
long this year in the cabins as in the past. I thought at one 
time the field behind the shop had become a truck stop. The 
truckers left their trailers in that area while they rented the 
cabins. There must have been fifteen trailers parked behind 
the shop at one time! 

We at Barnwell State Park have gotten a mascot, a baby 
buck deer. My children named him Bambi. People have come 
to the park just to see the deer and have their picture taken 
with him. 

We had to close swimming for a couple of weeks while 
we put in a new pipe. I would like to take this time to tell all 
of you how much I appreciated your help in fixing the dam. 
The concession worker did a wonderful job also, but even 
after she is off the payroll, her help will continue to make my 
job easier. With assistance in making reservations and 
answering the phone, she is my wife Brenda. The lifeguards 
were very alert and saved four lives that I know of. 

JIMMY CREECH, 
Superintendent 

N. R. Goodale State Park Duffers have discovered our 
golf course, for it has been used a lot this summer. Our 
shelters have been reserved well in advance, particularly 
during the weekends. Fishing has been excellent, and just 
yesterday a fellow caught the biggest bream I've ever seen! It 
weighed 2'/2 pounds if it weighed an ounce! 

AL PRIESTER, 
Superintendent 

Lee State Park — We've had more park visitors 
compared to last year, but out-of-state traffic and camping 
has been a bit slower. Most campers say that if they have to 
come and stay inside by an air conditioner, they may as well 
stay home! We've had 991 campers to date compared with 
1,153 for the same period last year. However, revenue is 
$2,653.33 higher than last year's. 

BILL ALEW1NE, 
Superintendent 

Cheraw State Park — We want to welcome Cheraw's first 
female ranger, Bonnie Graham. She had been trying to get a 
job with P.R.T. and was working as one of our lifeguards. 

We are all very busy polishing the "Diamond in the Sand 
Hills" for the Deer Seminar. We are expecting a big crowd. 

Our group camps have been busy, most of the summer, 
but we were missing a couple of groups that have been 
coming for years. The gas prices caused them to look closer 
to home for a place to camp. Superintendent Larry Adair has 
been busy this summer with his garden. He's trying to fill up 
a new freezer. At least this new hobby has kept him close to 
home! 

Chris Hightower is waiting for September so that he can 
visit his folks in Beaufort. 

Keith Windham is still lifting that iron, trying to improve 
that Mr. America physique. 

Yours truly had another birthday last week. They sure 
come faster now that 1 am in my golden years. 

CECIL PRUETTE, 
Ranger 

Little Pee Dee State Park — We are showing an increase 
in all areas except our total park visitors which has shown a 
slight decrease. Camping is 135 units ahead of last year at this 
writing, fishing boats are 39 rentals ahead and pedal boats 
are 340 rentals ahead. Our total swimmers have shown a 711 
increase and our revenue is up by 15%. 

DANNY M. ODOM, 
Superintendent 

Lynches River State Park — These "Dog Days of 
Summer" have really put the hurt on us here at Lynches 
River. The people just can't take all this heat. Our attendance 
has dropped off on the day use of the park and the heat 
hasn't helped the plants and shrubs that we put out last year. 

The Community Building is still in great use and the air 
conditioning inside is of great comfort for family reunions. 

The bids are in on the swimming pool and it looks like the 
people in the community will have some relief from the heat 
next summer. We're keeping our fingers crossed. 

HAROLD PATE, 
Ranger 
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Poinsett State Park Before starting this report 1 would 
like to commend District Superintendent Larry Duncan on 
his article in the last issue of Park Lites. 1 concur with Larry. 
Park wives are an important part of our park system. 1 really 
do appreciate them and all that they do. 

This summer was a very hot but successful one at 
Poinsett. Although we encountered many problems, we 
overcame them and had what I think was the best summer 
yet. 

I would like to thank all the CETA workers for their help. 
These men traveled 36 miles each day and did a great job. 

Last, but not least I would like to thank Rangers Glen 
Davis, James Washington and Edward Frasier for the 
professional manner in which they performed their duties. 

As you probably know, Shawn Weatherly of Sumter won 
the Miss USA title and then the Miss Universe title. Did you 
know she was a lifeguard at Poinsett a few years ago? All of 
us here at Poinsett are very happy for her. 

July 4th went very smoothly with the exception of a few 
parents being lost from their children. One little girl enjoyed 
a nap in the park office while her parents made a mad dash 
back from Sumter after discovering she didn't arrive at home 
with them. 

Thanks go to District Superintendent Van Stickles for 
help on the 4th. Van working in the concession brought back 
memories of us back at Huntington Beach State Park. He 
still can make a mean Chilly Willee! Also thanks go out to 
the Sumter County Deputies for their help. 

Poinsett was fortunate this summer to have Scott Jones 
come each Sunday to hold worship services. The campers 
who attended appreciated being able to attend worship 
services while on vacation. We are also fortunate to have our 
naturalist, Ed Roberts, bring his portable organ and play for 
us each Sunday. 

Our Saturday night programs continued through the 
summer with bingo, movies, sing-a-longs and our annual 4th 
of July square dance and marshmallow roast being enjoyed 
by young and old alike. 

The family cabins were well used this summer, although 
the campground was not used as much as we would like. 

I have seen a definite trend toward tent camping and 
more local visitors from Sumter and Columbia. Most visitors 
I have talked with eventually get to the subject of high prices. 
They tell me they just can't afford to take long trips as in the 
past. 

I am happy to say most people say they are enjoying what 
South Carolina State Parks have to offer. 

Ranger James Washington is still in the recovery stages of 
his recent illness. We here at Poinsett will be happy to see 
him back on the old Ford tractor again. 

GEORGE GORDON, 
Superintendent 

Redcliffe State Park My better half and I are settled in 
our new residence, and are glad that the moving is over. 
Robert McFadden and 1 have started to get the new shop 
ready for operation, and we hope to have it set up soon. 

Plans for the new road have been finalized and we hope 
that the construction will start soon. 

About 1,600 people from the Kendall Company enjoyed 
their annual picnic here a few weeks ago. They had music, 
games and prize drawings and even pitched in to help us 
clean up after they were through! They're making plans to 
return next year, and we'll be happy to see them returning. 
Textron plans a picnic in September, so we'll be seeing more 
smiling faces soon. 

GENE COBB, 
Superintendent 

Santee State Park — Visitation has held up reasonably 
well during the past two months here at Santee State Park. 
We went over five weeks without rain and when we finally 
got a shower it was a blessing. Now we're having 
thunderstorms with heavy lightning nearly every afternoon. 
You know it must be bad when a heavy jolt nearly made our 
Tackle Shop operator, Stanley Federer jump out of his 
britches. Sounds like Satan working on you, Stanley! 

Our Summer programs have gone over exceptionally well, 
thanks to our recreator Carol Glenn, our naturalist Deborah 
Richardson and our missionary Phil Wade. It would be 
unfair not to mention Park Aide Mark Dudley, because he 
was right in there helping out on all of the programs, even 
Church Services on Sunday morning. 

TED BARBIE, 
Superintendent 

Woods Bay State Park The new residence and shop 
have finally been completed and my family and 1 are really 
enjoying the house. We moved in August 8th and by the time 
this is printed we might be settled! 

The park has not been too heavily used this summer but 
we have had a number of family reunions, nature groups, and 
people using our canoe and nature trails, as well as our 
boardwalk. We also had a visit from the South Carolina ETV 
network who did a show on Woods Bay State Park. The 
program is called "Nature Scene" and will be aired some
time this fall. It should give Woods Bay some very positive 
exposure. 

BILL SMITH, 
Superintendent 
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1. The adage "Necessity is the mother of invention" is 
shown here in the portable water system built by 
Superintendent Bob Parrish at Dreher Island. Bob used a 
portable generator, an electric water pump from the old 
picnic area, and a pressurized tank to build this rig. In 
addition to irrigation and emergency fire use, in times of 
power failure it can be used to empty lift stations of the 
park's sewage treatment system. 

2. Nan Brown (left), Miss South Carolina State Parks, 
and her friend, Cathy Kinghorn, land a big bass on Lake 
Marion near Santee State Park. The occasion was "Beauty 
Queen Day," held June 30 by Santee Cooper Country. 

3. Native plants, shrubbery and split-rail fence add a 
pleasant touch to park residences, as shown here at the 
superintendent's residence at Keowee-Toxaway State 
Park. 
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istrict III 

Very few projects have been completed this summer 
season due to the regular summer maintenance and the 
crowds experienced this year. 

During my twelve years in the State Park system I have 
never before seen our attendance so good, nor a drier 
summer. I do believe that more visitors are local residents 
due to gasoline prices, plant lay-offs and overall inflation. 

The Recreation building at Table Rock is coming along 
very well and hopefully by October the project will be 
completed. Reworking of the old overflow campground at 
Table Rock is nearing completion much to the approval of 
the park personnel and campers alike. 

Some new grooved paneling is being installed in the old 
Keowee-Toxaway church by the Park Crew and Chevis 
Waldt of the maintenance crew. Aside from the hornet 
problem these men have been experiencing while working in 
the church, work is coming along very well. 

I would like to thank everyone working in District III for 
the extra effort put forth this season. I would also like to 
thank Chevis Waldt of the maintenance crew for his 
contribution in District III and J. R. Altman along with his 
crew for the excellent work they have done in the old Table 
Rock campground. 

Many new employees have started with us this summer 
along with some transfers. A warm welcome goes out to each 
of these park families and I wish you much success. 

Everyone has been talking about the dry summer we have 
been experiencing but Mike Hendrix (Supt. Table Rock) can 
talk to you about it from a much different angle than just 
poor vegetable gardens or dead grass. The swimming lake 

went down to a point on August 7 that swimming and 
boating activities shut down. Trying to explain to a group of 
children or a family that has rented a cabin as to why the lake 
is dry is like beating your head against the wall! 

HORACE CRAIG, 
Superintendent 

Caesars Head State Park — The old-timers up here are 
telling us to lay in plenty of wood and brace for a long cold 
winter! 

The number of out-of-staters seem to just about equal the 
home-staters. Just as in the fall, a large portion of the out-of-
staters has come from Florida. The midwestern states have 
also given us a lot of visitors. They all expressed the opinion 
that making Caesars Head a state park is the greatest thing 
that ever happened. 

Pulling the people off the highway has proven to be our 
biggest problem up to now. Not having destination activities 
such as camping, cabins and swimming means that we must 
sidetrack them from their vacation destinations some other 
way. Much of our success has been due to Dan Turpin's 
summer entertainment schedule. 

Dan has had craftsmen set up on several week-ends and 
this has proven to be a big success. People began calling us 
during the week to see what type of craftsmen would be here. 
His evening programs have also been accepted well. I am 
already getting requests for another Bluegrass concert in the 
fall. 

Much of the credit for our success must also go to Ms. 
Jackie Kimbrell of WFBC Television Channel 4 in Greenville. 
She has done a terrific job of presenting our summer 
programs in an interesting setting. I consider Ms. Kimbrell an 
Honorary Ranger of Caesars Head! 

We had our first wedding at the overlook on 2 August. 
The view from the overlook provided some of the prettiest 
pictures I have ever seen. 

My wife and I would like to welcome Steve and Lynn 
Jones to Caesars Head. They come here from Rivers Bridge 
and Jerry's loss should be my gain. Steve has been with the 
park family for six months and came from a two-man park, 
therefore Caesars Head should not tie him down any more 
than he has been used to. Being able to withstand the cold 
winter that is just out front of us will be his biggest challenge. 

The color change will follow shortly and have us running 
more than ever. With all the new people that have discovered 
us as a result of the television coverage of our summer 
programs, it should be bigger than last year, if that is 
possible. 

BILL BULLARD, 
Ranger 
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Keowee-Toxaway State Park The effects of the hot, 
dry weather can easily be seen in the shrubs and trees on the 
park. Places where water usually flows from rocks are dry. 
The worst thing of all is the effect on the well, which now 
cannot supply the needed amount of water to the park. 

We are now drilling for more water but have yet to find 
the amount we need. It's hard to operate a park without 
water. 

The cabin is booked as usual. No letup there in 
attendance until after the first of the year. We only have a 
few days left during the week in September, October, 
November and December. 

JOHN RHODES, 
Superintendent 

Oconee State Park — Camping has been up, partly due to 
the dry weather and the gas situation with people camping 
near home. 

Cabin use has been at its peak and as of now we have no 
openings for the fall months except during the week. 

This fall we have two big events coming up, a western 
square dance convention the weekend of September 26-27, 
and the Fall Clogging Festival on November 14-15. 

We welcome Mr. Pat Patterson as our new dining room 
operator, and wish him and his family a very successful 
operation at Oconee. 

BOB COTHRAN, 
Superintendent 

Paris Mountain State Park Our summer was certainly 
an active and profitable one! All of our facilities were utilized 
to their fullest capacities this season. Compared to last 
summer, our crowds were indeed larger. This summer 
brought us many picnickers, summer church services, and 
plenty of swimmers! 

Again this summer, we were delighted for the Greenville 
County Mental Retardation Commission to use our park as 
part of their Camp Spearhead program. We always look 
forward to being part of this worthwhile program. A special 
"Thank you" to James Baker of WFBC-TV for his coverage 
on family recreation here at Paris Mountain. We enjoyed 
having Mr. Baker and his film crew with us. 

I would like to take the time now to congratulate 
Superintendent Ed Miller's marriage to Happy Chavis on 
July 27. Everyone here is certainly glad to welcome Happy 
Miller into our park family. 

GINGER BLACKWELL 

Pleasant Ridge State Park I didn't know how much it 
would take to keep a park up, but now I know and I think I 
will be able to handle it in the years to come. Visitation at 
Pleasant Ridge has been very good, with over 66,000 visitors 
to date. 

At the beginning of the Summer we had a news interview 
with a local T.V. station and it helped us a lot. One man from 
Spartanburg said he would camp here from now on. That 
really made my summer complete! 

CHARLIE J. MASON, 
Superintendent 

Rose Hill State Park Our attendance has been down 
this year, but I imagine the parks with lakes and swimming 
pools have been busy. 

We lost a total of 18 trees in July, and are slowly but 
surely working them up. We do a little each morning, but 
stop as soon as the ax starts sweating! 

FRED H. BELK 
Superintendent 

(Superintendent Belk passed away September 4. A tribute 
to Superintendent Belk may be found elsewhere in this issue. 
Ed.) 

Sadlers.Creek State Park — Our area was the hot spot in 
the state for several weeks in a row, with the mercury topping 
out at 106! 

As of this week we are 114 camping units over last year 
and swimming is well over last year by 1400 swimmers. Our 
out-of-state visitation is down a little but the day use is up 
considerably. 

July 4th was enjoyed by all here at Sadlers Creek due to 
our program specialist Randy Reeves. Eve.nts ranged from 
greased pole climbing to egg tossing to volleyball. The 
softball games on Saturday night went over real well with the 
campers and park staff all having a good laugh. 

BROOKS M. JORDAN, 
Superintendent 

Table Rock State Park — The mountains this year have 
been very hot and dry. This area got a few small rain showers 
and a lot of thunderstorms and high winds, but the total rain 
fall has been about y2" for the summer. The lake at Table 
Rock dropped 7 or 8 feet before the swimming was closed. 
The diving tower had been closed since the last week in June. 
As of this writing, the lake has been drained in order to start 
to work on the dam. Hopefully, next year we won't have any 
more problems. 

The new recreation building in the campground is really 
taking shape. The people in this area can hardly wait for it to 
be finished so they can square dance in style. York 
Construction says that they hope it will be finished in 
October. 

Table Rock Lodge Restaurant is still doing a booming 
business, it is amazing how Ed Langley can feed that many 
people in one day! 

The summer programs have really gone well this summer. 
Naturalist Crystal Ward and Recreator George "Bucky" 
Grant have done an excellent job. If you see Bucky, ask him 
about hiking on Table Rock. He got lost on the mountain his 
first night here and spent the night trying to keep warm under 
the leaves and the stars! 

On June 18-21 we had the BMW rally in the White Oaks 
area. On July 26 we had a Country Music Concert at White 
Oaks. It was one of the best concerts that I have ever 
attended. There were 300-400 people in attendance and 
everyone seemed to really enjoy the good music. My thanks 
go to Danny Turpin for the fine job he did in coordinating 
the program. 

MIKE HENDRIX, 
Superintendent 
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Croft State Park — Camping has picked up a great deal 
from last year, in spite of water shortages and problems in the 
campgound. We had an extremely good summer at the pool 
and this was accomplished only by the excellent help and 
hard work of the A-2 helpers. 

Horse shows are now being scheduled regularly with 
excellent cooperation from these groups. Cedar Spring 
Baptist Church is conducting services here at the park each 
Sunday, with attendance at about 100. We are very happy to 
have these services and campers are enjoying them. 

1 would like to take this opportunity to thank each one 
who has helped to make this summer a pleasant one. A 
special thanks goes out to Mrs. Hayes and my wife, Linda for 
their constant help with the telephones here. Their work goes 
unrecognized by many, but not by the staff here at Croft. 

PHIL E. LYNN, 
Ranger 

(The swimming pool on the back cover was at Croft! Ed.) 

Vickie Kennedy indulges in a little painting at Croft's 
camping area while her husband, a pro golf equipment 
sales representative, works in the Spartanburg area. 

The recently completed meeting house at Andrew 
Jackson State Park was dedicated on August 6. Featured 
speaker (standing) was State Rep. Tom G. Mangum of 
Lancaster, who was instrumental in securing legislation to 
fund the construction. Seated are (from left) Mike Foley, 
Chief Historian, PRT's State Parks Division, and Charles 
A. Bundy of Lancaster, Fifth District Commissioner for the 
PRT Commission. 

Flowers and split-rail fencing add finishing touches to 
the swimming pool complex at Croft State Park. Plants 
grown at the nursery at Kings Mountain State Park are 
used throughout the system for beautification projects 
such as this. 
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District IV 

With the changing of colors in the Fall and the weather 
cooling off, many parks turn to working on winter projects. 
While this is the time of year when maintenance and 
construction projects are usually done, several district four 
parks have been busy doing this work through the summer. 

Andrew Jackson's newest facility was dedicated and 
officially opened to the public on August 6, 1980. The 
meeting house, as it will be called, resembles a chapel of the 
middle 19th century. A very interesting speech concerning the 
history of this type building was given by Mike Foley to 
those one hundred persons in attendance. 

The golf course at Hickory Knob is really taking on the 
appearance of just that. The first nine tees, greens, and 
fairways have been sprigged with grass while all small lakes 
on the course are complete. Asphalt cart paths are being 
installed now. While we will not play golf at the 
superintendents' conference this year, Superintendent Williams 
has started practicing his shooting skills to take on all comers 
at the skeet and trap range recently completed by the park 
staff. 

The staff at Kings Mountain has recently completed the 
potting shed at the nursery. This addition will certainly be an 
asset to this operation as it continues to grow with the 
installation of another greenhouse being put up now. The 
staff here is also preparing for the Annual Pioneer Days 
Festival to be held September 20 & 21. 

C. F. PARKMAN, 
District Superintendent 

Andrew Jackson State Park The highlight of the 
summer came on the 6th of August when our new Meeting 
House was dedicated. The festivities were presided over by 
the South Carolina Parks, Recreation and Tourism's 5th 
District Commissioner, Mr. Charles A. Bundy of Lancaster. 
State Representative Tom G. Mangum of Lancaster was the 
featured speaker. Other Guests of Honor included Senator 
Don Rushing, Mayor Joe Shaw of Lancaster, and many City 
and County Council members. 

LEW GRIFFIN, 
Superintendent 

Baker Creek State Park 1 think the weather has 
affected a lot of people this summer. We had people arguing 
over the section of water on waterfront sites. Some people 
thought that when they paid for their site that this included 
that section of water. We informed them that the fee covered 
only the site and not the section of water near the site, and 
that the water was for everybody. We also had our share of 
pump problems this year, with two pumps getting hit by 
lightning two days before the fourth of July, with around 98 
campers in the camp ground. 

We had several company picnics in the park. Two of the 
largest were Flexible Tubing from Abbeville, with around 800 
people; and Union Carbide, from Greenwood, with about 
1200 people. Both companies had a good time and said they 
would return next year. July fourth we also had a group of 
doggers from McCormick and a band that entertained the 
campers. 1 would also like to thank John Bigum who came 
and played for us on the 26th of July. The campers enjoyed 
him very much. 

ROY ATKINSON, 
Superintendent 

Chester State Park — Chester County was good enough to 
help haul dirt into the camping area for the rebuilding of 
campsites. The park crew administered the finishing touches. 

The archery range has been refurbished with new target 
bales. This will be a welcomed addition just in time for the 
next tournament to be held in September. We are averaging 
from 30-45 archers per day using the range. 

The 4-H Horse Show was held August 29 before a large, 
enthusiastic crowd. 

of hunting season always brings a full The opening 
campground. 

Chester State Park is participating in the Neighborhood 
Crime Watch Programs. The Superintendent and Ranger's 
residences, park offices, and shop have been inspected by the 
sheriffs department. All personal property and park tools 
and equipment have been permanently engraved with an 
assigned number registered with the sheriffs department. 
Door decals were issued to help deter any would-be robbers. 

WAYNE TIM MS, 
Superintendent 
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Dreher Island State Park As we look back at a 
successful summer, the 30-site camping area continues to be 
full every weekend. We receive numerous requests for 
additional sites and are turning people away practically every 
weekend. 

The shelters and other day-use areas are still receiving 
moderately heavy use, especially on weekends. 

The Tackle Shop and boat ramp area is really the hub of 
activity year-round at Dreher Island. Revenue in this area is 
just short of astounding. For example: July-December, 1979 
revenue was about $19,000. Revenue for July 1980 was 
$19,500. This difference indicates an unlimited potential for 
Dreher Island after all facilities are complete. We are looking 
forward to the start of Phase II facilities this winter. 

R. F. PARRISH, 
Superintendent 

Greenwood State Park In a year that we were 
concerned how the park would be utilized with the economic 
downswing, all indicators are pointing toward a banner year. 
All facets of our park operations are showing significant 
gains over previous records. 

We have noticed a marked increase in campers that are 
utilizing the park for the first time. The majority of these are 
from a 50-100 mile radius of Greenwood. Instead of coming 
just for a weekend, more of them are spending their entire 
vacation here. 

JOE L. HAMBRIGHT, 
Superintendent 

The only traffic signal in the state parks system is located 
at Dreher Island State Park. This bridge across the causeway 
to the third island was originally designed to accommodate 
pedestrian traffic and park service vehicles. It will eventually 
be widened to handle two lanes of vehicular traffic, but for the 
present time, the signal "does the trick!" 

Hamilton Branch State Park The crowds were here 
from May up until the Fourth of July, but since then 
camping and picnicking have continually dropped off. With a 
park this size, however, it isn't hard to keep busy. 

Everyone here was eagerly waiting for our new Ranger's 
trailer to arrive and when it did our new ranger, Rick 
Freeman couldn't have been happier. 

RICK FREEMAN, 
Ranger 

Hickory Knob State Resort Park — This year we are 
having the best attendance ever for Hickory Knob. With this 
additional influx of people comes a greater workload for the 
entire park crew. Reservationist, secretary and desk clerks 
catch the brunt of this additional load. The maids had to 
work extra hard to keep up with the constant turnover of the 
rooms and cabins. The recreator has had a successful summer 
as evidenced by the large crowds attending her programs. 

The rangers have been especially busy this summer 
completing an archery range and a skeet and trap range. It 
has taken many hard, hot hours of work to construct these 
facilities, and the crew is to be commended for its 
professionalism in completing this project. 

TED WILLIAMS, 
Superintendent 

Kings Mountain State Park — The highlight of the 
summer for our employees was the Kings Mountain State 
Park softball team. Managed by Rick Davis, our team lost 
only one game. Besides our weekly game with the national 
park, the team played several of the group camp teams. This 
time of fellowship was enjoyed by all. The children played on 
the sidelines and the wives, taking a break from their busy 
schedules, caught up on the local gossip. 

We are now looking forward to the annual Pioneer Days 
and Muzzle Loaders Conclave on September 20-21. We are 
already preparing for this event with posters and signs 
announcing the dates and activities. 

Before closing 1 would like to welcome three new 
employees. Brian Luoto is our new PMA from the state of 
Virginia. Noran Sanders is our new ranger who was 
previously working with the YCC's. Melanie Brodie, a 
Florence native, has taken over the nursery operation. 

Now that the parks are slowing down, why not visit Kings 
Mountain? We would love to see you. 

LEW CATO, 
Superintendent 
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I.andsford Canal State Park — Construction was 
completed in June on the ranger's residence and the new 
house really looks nice. The mobile home was moved out 
about two weeks later. We now plan to get topsoil and plant 
grass to make it complete. We also have contractors doing 
some stone work on the canal. They have been here about a 
month and should be completed in two weeks. They have 
really made some improvements on the canal lift lock and are 
now working on the site where the canal cut through the old 
mill. 

Construction is about to begin on the road and parking 
lot to the main entrance to the park. The highway 
department has been staking off the area this week and 
hopefully the grading and paving will soon follow. 

We would like to welcome back Lloyd King who has been 
out for a few weeks due to minor surgery. He has been 
helping us build an old log house and finishing the inside of 
the lockkeeper's house. 

DONALD ONEPPO, 
Ranger 

Sesquicentennial State Park — The hot weather has really 
increased attendance. Compared to the first 32 weeks last 
year, we've had over 2500 more paid swimmers and 1300 
more camping swimmers. (Our waterfront crew has also 
made more rescues at this point than for the entire season last 
year.) Total park visitors are up 5500 and revenue 
approximately 20%. Our only decrease in park use is in 
Carpet Golf and fishing boats. 

We have an excellent A-2 crew this year. The Waterfront 
Director, Rick Smarr, has been with us five summers. He 
received his degree from Carolina this year and is entering 
military service this fall. He will be missed next year. I hope 
some of this crew returns next year. Five of our lifeguards are 
lovely young ladies, three of them qualified Water Safety 
Instructors. They conducted five swimming classes in 
addition to their regular duties in the chair and dock. 

With the increased attendance, the maintenance crew had 
a harder job also. They have kept the park looking good and 
are responsible for the many compliments from visitors 
concerning the grounds and rest rooms. I appreciate and 
thank everyone for their tireless efforts in this unusual heat. 
Very special thanks to Gus Krajcik, Rod Corley and Ray 
Canada for their usual high calibre performance. To 
Tommy Caldwell, thanks for your dependable work record; 
no tardiness or absenteeism and your pleasant attitude. To 
Jimmy Meadors, for the many hours of assistance that do not 
appear on the payroll, and my wife I la, for those late Sunday 
nights preparing weekly reports and rolling coins from 
vending machines. To Susan LeGrande, for three summers 
faithful service on Carpet Golf and on the waterfront as a 
substitute lifeguard. She will be in college in Georgia next 
year and we will miss her here. 

Every TV station in Columbia has been filming in the 
park this summer. Gus Krajcik appeared on a newscast. S.C. 
ETV filmed an educational program on several locations in 
the park. 

Our train is popular with the children. We fire it up on 
Saturday and Sunday and let them blow the whistle. 

Grady Nutt (Minister of Mirth) from TV's "Hee-Haw" 
program was speaker at a church picnic in the park. It was 
the cleanest and funniest bit of humor I've ever enjoyed. 

The Sesqui Scribe, 
JIM MEADORS 

DRY WEATHER 

Many areas of our nation suffered through the hot, 
dry summer this year. All of us realize the importance 
of rain when we see our gardens wilt and our lawns 
turn brown. But what of the forests around us? How 
much water does a tree require? 

About half of the weight of a fresh-cut log is water, 
while fruit such as apples are 85 percent water. Leaves 
and twigs on trees during the growing season are 80 
percent water. One small leaf being 80 percent water 
doesn't seem significant, but when you consider that a 
small tree may have one hundred thousand leaves and 
a forest giant may have over a million leaves, you are 
talking about a lot of water! 

It has been estimated that one small apple tree will 
use four gallons of water every hour. An acre of 
orchard can collect from the ground and discharge 
into the air 480 tons of water a month! Can you 
imagine what an acre of forest would use? 

Ninety-nine percent of the water that enters a 
tree's roots is simply returned to the air through the 
leaves. One reason that a tree uses only one percent 
of the water it collects may be to obtain all of the 
nutrients that it needs. A growing tree requires about 
forty elements including the not-too-common copper, 
manganese, boron, iodine, aluminum, mercury, cobalt, 
zinc and silver. The more water a tree takes in, the 
better are its chances to collect these essential 
minerals. 

How does a tree obtain all of this water? A 
researcher planted one winter rye grass plant in one 
cubic inch of soil. After the plant had grown, the soil 
was removed under laboratory conditions and the 
roots were counted. The end-to-end length of the roots 
(including microscopic roots) was six thousand miles. 
No, that is not a misprint; there were six thousand miles 
of roots in one cubic inch of soil! 

Joe F. Watson 
Chief Naturalist 
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YACC NEWS 
YACC Enrollees are eagerly awaiting the cooler 

temperatures of Fall! While working to clear the 
grounds at Dreher Island State Park, the high 
temperatures often made the Enrollees wish that they 
could jump into the inviting waters of Lake Murray. 
Dreher Island has consumed the majority of project 
work hours this summer, and the results are 
tremendous. The YACC Enrollees have beautifully 
cleared and landscaped large areas of the island, 
making it one of our most outstanding state parks. 

The Enrollees have also spent considerable time at 
Cheraw State Park this summer, assisting the Rangers 
with necessary maintenance and landscaping. During 
one recent week's stay at Cheraw, the water lines were 
broken and the Enrollees had to return to the primitive 
means of bathing in the lake! An Enrollee's experiences 
are varied and numerous. 

Enrollees have enjoyed maintaining the Fitness 
Trail and Exercise Course which they built at Sesqui. 
They have worked with the Rangers on other projects 
at Sesqui this summer, helping to maintain their 
"Home Sweet Sesqui". 

We had to say good-bye to a few Enrollees this 
summer because they had completed their year with 
the program. We never really lose our family because 
they do maintain contact after leaving the YACC 
home. We have several who are returning to school in 
the fall, and although we will miss our good workers, 
we are proud that they value their education. 

Our program had a sad period this summer in that 
we had to make plans to close at the end of July. A 
few days before the closing date, however, we received 
the good news that our program had been extended. 
We are most appreciative of the support and help we 
received during this bleak time. More people came to 
realize the merits and values of the YACC Residential 
Program when its existence was threatened; there 
really is a silver lining behind every cloud! 

We're hoping for another rewarding year at YACC 
and another.year of helping keep South Carolina state 
parks beautiful and enjoyable. 

Barbara Lang 
Assistant Camp Director 

MERCHANDISING SECTION ACTIVITIES 
We began the summer season with our fingers 

crossed, hoping that the increase in gas prices and 
general economic conditions would not affect the 
revenue generated by our park stores and concessions. 

The Memorial Day Weekend ushered in the 
summer, and with it came a hot dry month. The 
Fourth of July was not far behind, and now Labor Day 
is fast approaching. How did we fare with our sales 
revenue? 

We had a sales revenue increase of $224,678.69, as 
of week ending July 27, 1980, which may be explained 
by the hard work put forth by our field personnel as 
well as office staff. 

I would like to take this time to congratulate the 
parks, which if they continue at their present rate, will 
surpass their high in sales revenue. 

Andrew Jackson 
Caesar's Head 
Croft 
Dreher Island 
Edisto Beach 
Goodale 
Hickory Knob 
Hunting Island 

Huntington Beach 
Kings Mountain 
Little Pee Dee 
Myrtle Beach 
Oconee 
Poinsett 
Santee 
Table Rock 

Central Office Souvenir & Commemorative 

James B. King 
Chief of Merchandising 
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Pedro Acala Carpenter Charles Towne Landing 
Melanie Brodie Nursery Attendant Kings Mountain 
Betty Crawford Ranger I Table Rock 
Doretha Dargan Rec. Spec. YACC 
David Ellis Studio Tec. II Charles Towne Landing 
Denise Foreman Craftsworker Charles Towne Landing 
Phyllis Goodwin Groundskeeper Oconee Station 
Bonnie Graham Ranger I Cheraw 
William Green Ranger I Edisto Beach 
Jerry Greene Ranger I Rivers Bridge 
Catherine Grogan Animal Caretaker Assistant Charles Towne Landing 
Margaret Kelly Clerk II Santee 
Barbara Lang Administrative Assistant II YACC 
Brian Luoto PMA Kings Mountain 
James Meadors Ranger 1 Rose Hill 
William McMeekin Civil Engineer 111 Central Office 
Sandra Nelson Secretary II Engineering & Construction 
John Roxrode Ranger 1 Santee 
Novan Sanders Ranger 1 Kings Mountain 
Ronnie Steele Cook 11 YACC 
Daisey Zellers Cust. Wkr. Hickory Knob 

PROMOTIONS 

Cornelius Burns 
David Blackwell 
Ross Cary 
Glenn Clonts, 
Thomas Felder 
Andrew Gillens 
Joanne Lewis 
Michael Mathis 
Patricia Paulos 
Gerard Perry 
Furniss Rogers 
Roger Tompkins 
Danny Turpin 

From 
Animal Caretaker Assistant 
Ranger 11 — Paris Mountain 
Ranger 1 — Myrtle Beach 
Cook II — YACC 
Ranger 1 — Old Dorchester 
Crew Supervisor — YACC 
Acct. Clk. — Adm. Ser. 
PMA — Santee 
Canteen Operator I 
PMA — Hunting Island 
Ranger I — Edisto Beach 
Ranger I — Rose Hill 
Chief of Recreation 

To 
Animal Caretaker — Charles Towne Landing 
Ranger 111 — Paris Mountain 
PMA — Myrtle Beach 
Agr. Supv. — YACC 
Ranger 11 — Baker Creek 
S & S Mgr. 1 — Service & Supply Center 
Staff Asst. — Engineering & Construction 
Assistant Superintendent — Santee 
Canteen Operator II — Charles Towne Landing 
Superintendent I — Rose Hill 
Ranger II — Paris Mountain 
Ranger II — Paris Mountain 
Programs Coordinator -- Programs Section 

Stephen Jones 

Alan Barwick 
Walter Branham 
Daniel Brown 
David Cannon 
Thomas Coffee 
Ola Bell Evans 

TRANSFERRED 
Ranger I — Rivers Bridge Ranger I — Caesars Head 

RESIGNED 
Lucy Frohn Stephen Kummerer 
Robert Gallman Marilyn Leonard 
Dale Goodale Cynthia Matheny 
William Grant William Meree 
Mervin Hall Michael Pettigrew 
Norbert Klein Kay Rhoad 

Furniss Rogers 
Charles Rutledge 
Novan Sanders 
Phillip Simmons 
Edith Tillson 
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"Wherever You Live . . ." 
Someone has said that "life wasn't meant to 

be easy." It is painfully obvious that the 
pressures of making a living, supporting a 
family and living in a community often tend to 
require more effort than we can muster. 

Life has a way of complicating our day-to-day 
existence, if we let it. However, those of us who 
work within the realm of parks and in the area 
of recreation have a unique opportunity in 
service to our fellow man. The manner in which 
people use their leisure time can have profound 
effects upon their performance on the job, at 
home and in the community. 

People need the change of pace that a vacation 
brings; they need the opportunity to lose 
themselves in an atmosphere of relaxation and 
freedom from worry about unwritten memoran
dums or unpaid bills. The trend of the business 
world is moving quickly toward shorter work 
weeks and longer weekends, bringing with it the 
need for people to learn how to use leisure time to 
its best advantage. 

This is where we enter the picture. Problems 
at home and at the office seem insignificant 
after you've sat around a blazing campfire or 
viewed a magnificent sunset from a lofty 
mountain peak. It's easier to face a desk piled 
high with unanswered correspondence after 
you've jogged a few miles or played a set of 
tennis. 

What does all of this have to do with the title 
"Wherever you live'?" People travel to far-away 
places and often miss the beauty of a nearby 

park or recreation area. A friend of mine recently 
returned from a trip to Greece, yet has seen very 
little of South Carolina's beauty. You may 
impress your friends by telling them about your 
trip to Europe or the Far East, but they might 
not be particularly impressed with your account 
of a recent visit to a nearby state park. 

Who's interested in impressing people anyway? 
Those of us in the business of providing parks 

and playgrounds for all people have an increas
ing responsibility. We must provide new ex
periences for people; we must tell our story more 
enthusiastically in hopes of attracting new 
"converts" to the opportunities in store for them 
when they enter our parks. 

It's up to each one of us to be good salesmen 
and saleswomen for our state parks system. The 
type of positive team effort that is needed is 
described in this letter by Lynda H. Owen of 
West Columbia . . . "Our family spent the first 
week of July in a cabin at Table Rock State 
Park. We have stayed in cabins at Table Rock 
several times in the winter, but this was our first 
summer visit. It was the most relaxing, most 
enjoyable vacation we have ever had. 

"Mr. Hendrix and his staff were helpful, 
friendly and cheerful. The lifeguards were alert, 
and they did not allow anything to distract them 
from their duties. They did a remarkable job 
handling the large crowd on July 4th. The park 
naturalist had many interesting activities planned. 
She was knowledgeable, and she related well to 
the children as well as to the adults. The park 
recreator and chaplain was very efficient. His 
planned activities were varied, well organized 
and fun! We all wished for his boundless energy 
and enthusiasm. 

"We are proud that our state has such a 
wonderful state park system, and we are proud 
that we are South Carolinians ..." 

Working together, we are getting the job 
done! 

DANA L. SAWYER, Editor 
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TRIVIA QUIZ — These swimming pools, no longer in use, were located on a South Carolina state park. This photo was 
probably made in the fifties. The answer may be found in a park report elsewhere in this issue. 
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