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Leroy L. Smith, superintendent at Pleasant Ridge State Park, 
suffered a fatal heart attack on the morning of December 12. Leroy, a 
native of Greenwood County, grew up on a farm with his parents, five 
brothers and three sisters. His wife, Ruth, was also from Greenwood. 
Through the years she has been a substitute elementary school teacher 
and practical nurse, but has limited her activities in recent years 
because of failing eyesight. 

Leroy was introduced to park work while serving as a volunteer 
Scout master for a Boy Scout troop. He helped to develop Camp 
Stanley Harris, and was later recommended for the superintendent's 
position when Pleasant Ridge was in the planning stages. 

It was in August, 1951 that Leroy surveyed the property and cut the 
first bushes at Pleasant Ridge, which was to become his home for the 
next twenty-eight years. Leroy was making plans to retire this coming 
June. 

Leroy and Ruth Smith lived a major portion of their lives at Pleasant 
Ridge and felt very much a part of it. Leroy had a great sense of pride 
concerning "his park" and his enthusiasm was noticed by visitors to 
Pleasant Ridge. He went about his work with a smile on his face, and, 
above all, he was a gentleman. He will be greatly missed by those who 
knew him . . . members of the state park family and his many friends in 
the community. 

We share the grief of his family and extend to them our heartfelt 
sympathy. 
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During our Superintendents' Fall Conference last 
month at Oconee, my thoughts went back twenty-six 
years to my first such Training Session. Twenty-one 
persons attended . . . seventeen from the field and four 
from the central office. This year we had forty-two field 
personnel and twenty-three central office personnel. 

Only three remain from that original group ... Ed 
Miller, Superintendent at Paris Mountain; Lorine W. 
Davis, Director's Secretary; and myself. We have 
grown tremendously through the years as new parks 
with additional and improved facilities have been added 
to the system. Of all the improvements that have been 
made, two that stand out in my mind are increased 
employee benefits and our year-round cabin operation. 
Renovating, insulating, the addition of heating and air 
conditioning and a general upgrading of the cabin 
facilities give us a first-class year-round operation, 
whereas in the past we were forced to close before the 
"first freeze." 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of 
our retired park personnel for their dedication and 
hard work during their years of employment. You will 
find their names and addresses listed in this issue, and 
I am sure that they would appreciate hearing from you 
during this holiday season. 

Many changes have been made in our operations, 
and others will continue to be made as needed. First of 
all, park philosophies have changed. In the past, a park 
system might have produced approximately 40% of its 
budget in revenue. Therefore, if you were doing about 
50% through revenue, that was considered, on a 
national level, to be on the high side. We are producing 
between 60-62% of our operating budget in revenue. 
There is a trend toward the use of entrance fees for 
both revenue and visitor control. Some of our fees are 
not keeping pace with increased costs, such as with 
electricity and other sources of power. The laws of 
economics are therefore playing a major role in some 
of our changes. 

We are seeing the park user become more 
demanding in "his role as a tax payer." For example, 
park visitors have more time for leisure than ever 
before and are expecting longer hours of operation, 
whereas we have had to curtail certain activities such 
as swimming in order to meet the salary requirements 
of the minimum wage bill. 

Vandalism was never a serious problem years ago, 
but has become very serious in recent years. In an 
effort to curtail this problem and gain additional 
respect for our personnel as they enforce our rules 
and regulations, key personnel have been given an 
intensive three-week training session at the state's 
Criminal Justice Academy. Personnel completing the 
course are deputized as law enforcement officers, and 
this action seems to be having a positive effect oupon 
the general public. We have fifteen park personnel 
enrolled in such a course at the Criminal Justice 
Academy at this time. South Carolina was one of the 
last state park systems in the country to deputize its 
personnel, but it has certainly helped to reduce 
vandalism and rowdiness in our state parks. 

Energy costs will continue to influence our park 
operations. You were instructed at our Oconee 
meeting to continue a 10% decrease in fuel use over 
the previous year. This changes your entire park 
operation and requires better planning and work 
schedules in order to meet this reduction. We are 
experimenting with wood heating in some of our park 
buildings. We can expect the energy problem to 
become more critical, and day-to-day changes in your 
park operations will be necessary. 

All in all, our growth has been tremendous and our 
problems have not been so great that we cannot cope 
with them. I am certain that we will succeed in working 
out our problems in the future as we have in the past. 

PRT has been blessed with outstanding commis
sioners and directorate personnel since its creation 
twelve years ago. Our commissioners have been, and 
are, dedicated people who have contributed much to 
the orderly growth of our state park system, and I 

Page 2 Park Lites 



would like to take this opportunity to thank them for 
their contributions. 

Our park personnel are continuing to work hard to 
maintain and improve facilities and to serve park 
visitors. I am asking that each of us put out some extra 
effort to improve our effectiveness within the park 
system. This was discussed at our Oconee meeting, 
and I believe that all of us can contribute more to 
make our system even better than it is. 

My thanks are also extended to Kay McCoy for the 
outstanding job she did in heading up our YACC 
program. Not many people are aware of the 
tremendous task she had in setting up this important 
unit within the park system. She resigned recently and 
will certainly be missed. We wish her the best in the 
future, and congratulate Vandell Davis upon his 
promotion to Director of the YACC program. 

Camping clubs in South Carolina affiliated with the 
South Carolina Camping Council are continuing to use 
state parks for their campouts, and we appreciate their 
enthusiasm and interest. Many worthwhile suggestions 
for the improvement of facilities have come from 
camping club members, and we look forward to their 
visits in the future. 

New park facilities are being developed for the 
enjoyment of park visitors. Construction on an 18-hole 
golf course at Hickory Knob State Resort Park began 
on December 10th, and a thirty-site camping area at 
Dreher Island State Park was opened for use last 
month. (Additional information about Dreher Island's 
new facilities may be found elsewhere in this issue. Ed.) 

May each of you and your family have the happiest 
of holiday seasons! 

Note: Two former state park directors passed away recently, 
Don McSween in November and C. West Jacocks, Jr. in early 
December. We extend our deepest sympathies to their widows, 
Louise McSween and Helen Jacocks, and their families. Should you 
wish to send them a card or a note, their addresses are as follows: 
Mrs. McSween, Smoky View Estates, Route 2, Maryville TN 37801 
and Mrs. Jacocks, 2429 Terrace Way, Columbia, SC 29204. 

Director Sisk has recently been elected to a four-year term on 
the National Association of State Park Directors' board of directors. 
He just completed a two-year term as an at-large member of the 
Association's Executive Committee. Sisk and four other state park 
directors serve on the Association's board of directors. The 
southeastern region that Sisk represents includes Alabama, Florida, 
Georgia, Maryland, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Tennessee and Virginia. Ed. 

RAY M. SISK, Director 
Division of State Parks 



RETIRED STATE PARK PERSONNEL 
C. WEST JACOCKS 18 years 

2429 Terrace Way 
Columbia, S. C. 29204 
(deceased) 

E. R. VREELAND 20 years 
Rt. #1, Box 155-C 
Gilbert, S. C. 29054 

F. MARION DWIGHT 25 years 
3725 Verner Street 
Columbia, S. C. 29204 

L. R. BATTEN 33 years 
Box 275 
Wedgefield, S. C. 

N. B. COOLER 31 years 
Rt. #1, Box 184 
Ridgeland, S. C. 29936 

ROBERT G. JONES 32 years 
Rt. #3 
Pickens, S. C. 29671 

LaFON NORTON 27 years 
404 Johnson Drive 
Dillon, S. C. 29536 

CLARENCE DOSTER 28 years 
304 Meadowbrook Road 
Chester, S. C. 29706 

LEECHAPPELLS 24 years 
Rt. #3, Box 105 
Ninety Six, S. C. 

LEE JORDAN 20 years 
343 Peachtree Road 
Myrtle Beach, S. C. 29577 

BEATRICE ROSS 25 years 
P. O. Box 505 
Denmark, S. C. 29047 

VAN PRESSLEY 30 years 
144-B St. Margaret St. 
North Charleston, S. C. 29400 

JAKE TIMMS 33 years 
Rt. #l,Box 241-A 
Clover, S. C. 29710 

M. R. "SHERIFF" LEROY 17 years 
5261 94th Avenue 
Pinellas, Florida 

JAMES W. RAY 21 years 
Rt. #1, Woodland Acres 
Walhalla, S. C. 29691 
(deceased) 

GEORGE OGLETREE 
P. O. Box 895 
Grovetown, Georgia 30813 
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STATE PARK 
SPECIAL PROGRAMS 

AND EVENTS 
1980 

JANUARY 
19-20 WOODS IN WINTER — Hickory Knob 
26 MID-WINTER BIRD COUNT — selected parks 

FEBRUARY 
2 
16-17 

MARCH 
8-9 
15-16 
20-21 
28-30 

APRIL 
12-13 
19-20 
19-20 
24 

MAY 
9-10 
17-18 

SEPTEMBER 
1 LABOR DAY — Charles Towne Landing 
12-14 ATALAYA ARTS & CRAFTS FESTIVAL — Huntington Beach 
20-21 PIONEER DAYS — Kings Mountain 
27-28 OKTOBERFEST — Charles Towne Landing 

OCTOBER 
18 19 FALL COLOR WALKS — selected parks 
27-28 COLONIAL LIFE AND CRAFTS — Charles Towne Landing 

NOVEMBER 
7 8 FALL CLOGGING FESTIVAL — Oconee 

DECEMBER 
6 7 CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE — Rose Hill 

Note: This list is not intended to be complete. Other events at state parks throughout South Carolina will be 
held during 1980. However, the above list may be used as a guide, and additional park programs and events 
will be publicized as they are announced. 

MID-WINTER BIRD COUNT — selected parks 
FITNESS WEEKEND — Hickory Knob 

LOG CABIN WORKSHOP — Kings Mountain 
COMING OF THE GREEN — Charles Towne Landing 
EDISTO RIVER CANOE TRIP — Colleton and Givhans Ferry 
LOW COUNTRY LIFESTYLES — Huntington Beach 

LOWLANDS WILDFLOWER WEEKEND — selected parks 
TROUT SEMINAR - Oconee 
HIGHLANDS WILDFLOWER WEEKEND — selected parks 
ORIENTEERING — Sesqui 

SPRING CLOGGING FESTIVAL — Oconee 
COLONIAL CROPS — Charles Towne Landing 
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SCENES FROM LOG CABIN WORKSHOP, 
HELD NOVEMBER 17-18 AT KINGS MOUNTAIN 

STATE PARK'S "LIVING FARM" 
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Central Office Staff — From left, Edmond J. Brown, Jr., 
Safety and Job Training Officer; K. O. Kolb, Assistant State 
Parks Director; Dana L. Sawyer, Information & Education 
Officer; Jo Claire Hanvey, Park Planner; Joe Frank Watson, 
Chief Naturalist; Joe M. Barron, State Park Engineer; Charles 
Harrison, Chief of Operations; Dan Turpin, Chief Recreator; 
John Reid Clonts, State Park Naturalist; Gregory Bataille, 
Park Planner. 

Fred Belk (right), superintendent at Rose Hill State Park, 
receives a "Silver Wrench" award from State Parks Director 
Ray Sisk for having all tools accounted for during a recent 
park inventory, (This is a good example for all park 
superintendents to follow. Ed.) 
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ANNUAL STATE PARK 
SUPERINTENDENTS' CONFERENCE 

OCONEE STATE PARK — NOVEMBER 12-15 

SERVICE AWARDS 
NO. OF YEARS NAME LOCATION 

35 Lloyd King 
20 Arthur Brown 
10 Horace W. Craig 
10 Donald Barkley 
10 George Mitchell 
10 Anson L. Dann 

Caretaker, Animal Forest 
10 Neil E. Colvard 

Assistant Park Superintendent 
10 Mike Hendrix 
5 William T. Putnam 

Concessions Supervisor 
5 Leroy Atkinson 
5 James T. Creech 
5 Billy F. Rawlinson 
5 Caswell Hamilton 
5 May A. Jessen 
5 Frank Richburg 
5 Eugene G. Davis 
5 Charles F. Sloan 
5 Raymond M. Getsinger Hickory Knob — Maintenance 

Supervisor 
5 Michael E. Davidson 
5 Roger D. Ardis 
5 Robert V. Wilson 
5 Joel L. Copeland Huntington Beach — Superintendent 
5 Gerald S. Harris 
5 Wayne T. Smith 
5 Michael Mathis 
5 Daisy G. Kolb 
5 Curly W. Horton 
5 William S. Fogle 

SCRIBE—Cecil Pruette 
(for the best articles submitted during the year for PARK LITES.) 

OLYMPICS CHAMPION DISTRICT FOUR (defending their title won in 1978!) 
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Dr. Herbert P. Brantley, Head of Clemson University's 
RPA Department, delivers brief remarks at the Thursday night 
banquet. Also at the head table are State Parks Director Ray 
M. Sisk, Assistant State Parks Director K. O. Kolb, PRT 
Assistant Director J. W. Lawrence and PRT Commissioner 
Shirley Langdon. 

Brooks Jordan (with hat on), Superintendent at Sadlers 
Creek, demonstrates wood turning on a lathe. 

Paul Ross, Carpenter at Service & Supply Center, gives a 
few pointers on the use of a radial arm saw. 

Chief Recreator Dan Turpin does some decorative wood An interesting session on identifying trees was headed up 
turning using a router converted into a lathe. by State Park Naturalist John Reid Clonts. 
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A "before" photograph of a bank near the office-restaurant 
building at Oconee. The pile of rocks in the foreground were 
going to be used in building a rock wall. 

Mike Foley (striped shirt), Chief Historian and PRT's stone i 
mason "cum laude" shows how it's done to a group of park 
personnel. 
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Landscaping park residences was the topic covered by 
Park Planner Gregory Bataille. 

There was only one mud puddle on the ball field, but Mike 
Davidson managed to find it! Mike is Lodge Manager at 
Hickory Knob. Woods Bay Superintendent lends encourage
ment and a helping hand! 

Engineering & Planning sessions included one on blueprint 
reading by Chief of Construction William C. Lucas. 

Horseshoes was one of several games included in the 
Olympic competition. Little Pee Dee Superintendent Danny 
Odom throws a ringer. 
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DISTRICT 1 
Charles Cumbee, Superintendent 

Old Dorchester State Park 

DISTRICT 2 
Joseph Laferts, Superintendent 

Woods Bay State Park 

DISTRICT 3 
William Bullard, Ranger 
Caesars Head State Park 

DISTRICT 4 
Marshall BRucke, Superintendent 

Landsford Canal State Park 

Leonard M. Jones, Superintendent 
Service & Supply Center 

Edmond J. Brown, Jr. 
Safety & Job Training Officer 

Vandell Davis, Director 
YACC Program 

CHARLES CUMBEE — Charlie is a native of Ridge Spring. His 
father is semiretired, and is helping his uncle, who is an undertaker. 
His mother is deceased. He has two older sisters, who live in 
Leesville. Charlie attended Batesburg-Leesville High School, and 
completed his junior year, then was drafted into the Army for a two 
year hitch. 

After receiving training as a diesel generator mechanic, Cumbee 
spent fifteen months in Germany. He also spent some time in the 
Netherlands, and was impressed by their conservative nature. "They 
don't waste anything and recycle everything," he said! The 
countryside was immaculate, with none of the litter that we see so 
much of in this country. Europeans are hard-working people, and 
Charlie remembers one 73-year old farmer that worked 35 acres with 
an ox! 

>:--v • Vp 

Charlie completed his hitch in the Army, came home and worked 
at a Leesville velvet plant, the J. B. Martin Company, from 1970 to 
1972. He joined the park system in September of that year as a 
Ranger 1 at Givhans Ferry. Bill Wiggins, superintendent at Givhans 
Ferry, had been a friend of the Cumbee family for years. While 
working at Givhans, Cumbee attended Tri-Dent TEC and received 
his high school equivalency certificate. 

Cumbee was transferred to Huntington Beach in July, 1978 and 
he mentioned that he learned a lot from Superintendent Van Stickles 
(now District 2 Superintendent) about handling people. Since July, 
1979 he has been superintendent at Old Dorchester State Park. He 
is married to the former Jean Nix of Givhans. "I married her because 
it was easy to spell her name," he said jokingly! The Cumbees have a 
daughter, Doris Ann, 3. Jean has an associate degree in accounting, 
but is confining her working hours at present to taking care of Doris 
Ann. 

Charlie enjoys hunting and both fresh and saltwater fishing, with 
memories of many happy hours spent in his 14' jon boat. Jean also 
enjoys fishing, but leaves the hunting to Charlie! They enjoy tent 
camping in their 8' x 9' tent, and have camped at many state parks. 
They want to visit friends in Maryland, and plan to travel as much as 
gas and finances will allow. 

A lot of military personnel from the Air Force and Navy bases in 
nearby Charleston visit Old Dorchester. Weddings at the park's bell 
tower continue to be popular, and Cumbee thinks that a 
campground and additional restroom facilities would be well 
received. 

Winter 1979 Page 13 



JOSEPH LAFERTE — Joe hails from North Charleston, where 
his parents still live. His father has recently retired after a career in 
civil service as an electronics technician, while his mother is 
continuing her career as a housewife. He has two older sisters, both 
married, one raising three children and the other a nurse. 

Joe went to North Charleston High School, where he was a 
member of the track team and ran the half-mile and mile events. 
After graduating in 1973, Joe enrolled in Clemson's RPA program. 
His mother had worked for the recreation department in North 
Charleston, and Joe became involved with park work at an early 
age. He worked at a city swimming pool for four summers and was 
also a playground assistant one summer. 

Joe continued his training in park work as a recreator at 
Greenwood State Park during the summer of 1975, and interned at 
five state parks during the summer of 1976. A highlight of his life was 
a sailboat trip around the tip of Florida. Joe helped a fellow sail his 
27' sailboat on a 700-mile trip from St. Augustine to Fort Walton 
Beach. The ocean got rough at times, and Joe remembers one day 
in particular when the ocean had twelve-foot swells! Joe has a 14' 
sailboat, and used to sail it at Hunting Island, as well as at Lakes 
Marion and Hart well. 

Joe's first assignment with South Carolina state parks was at 
Chester, where he was a Ranger I commencing June 1977 for nine 
months. His next move was to Hunting Island, where he remained as 
PMA for 154 years. He has been at Woods Bay as superintendent for 
the past four months. A bachelor, Joe enjoys the solitude of "The 
Bay." His hobbies include sailing, day hiking and woodworking 
(cabinets and tables are his specialty). 

Joe likes to try different things, and admits to being a do-it-
yourselfer. He has three personal goals: to bicycle cross country, to 
hike the Appalachian Trail and to run a marathon. He runs at least 
fifteen miles a week, and completed a 5,000 meter race at Beaufort 
while stationed at Hunting Island. "It was quite a thrill to hear all 
those pounding feet," he recalls. 

Visitors at Woods Bay generally comprise two groups, according 
to Laferte; one-time visitors off the nearby interstate, and local 
people. Local visitors do not spend a lot of time at the park. Joe 
would like to see more activity at the park, and thinks that a 
recreation building, primitive camping area and an interpretive 
building would, be worthwhile additions to the park. He expects the 
use of rental canoes to pick up considerably in the spring, but in the 
meantime, he is very happy to be superintendent at "The Bay!" 

WILLIAM BULLARD — Bill is from Cheraw, where he 
attended local schools and graduated from Cheraw High School in 
1950. He lettered in football and was offered scholarships to three 
colleges. However, Uncle Sam made him an offer that he couldn't 
refuse, and he wound up in the Army! Bill spent nineteen months in 
Korea, where he was in a heavy weapons unit attached to the 2nd 
Division. 

Bill stayed out fifteen days after his hitch in the Army was 
completed, then enlisted in the Air Force. His speciality was B-26 
turret systems, and he wanted to get to Korea. Instead, he wound 
up serving three years in Germany! Bill stayed in the Air Force, and 
received further training in armament systems. After two years of 
Army duty, Bill completed eighteen years in the Air Force to 
complete his "twenty years." Twelve of his eighteen years in the Air 
Force were spent overseas, including forty-three months of combat 
service in Korea and Viet Nam. 

Bill retired from military service in July, 1970 and took a job at 
the Cheraw post office as clerk-carrier, while waiting for a vacancy in 
the state park system. The following year he became a Ranger 1 at 
Cheraw, then transferred to Poinsett as a Ranger 1 for a year. His 
next move was to Lynches River, where he was superintendent for 
25 months, then to become superintendent at Edisto Beach for 14 
months. 

Bill left the park system, and attended Frances Marion College 
and Chesterfield-Marlboro TEC during the following three years. He 
received Associate degrees in Business and Industrial Technology 
for his efforts. He and his wife Dorothy were married 23 years in 
February. The Bullards have two sons, Billy, a student at UNC-
Charlotte and David, a crew chief with the YACC program, and a 
daughter, Barbara. She has recently graduated from high school, is 
living in Cheraw and will probably continue her education. 

Bullard is a Shriner, and has been very active in the Omar 
Temple in Charleston. He enjoys all sports, and is a rabid Carolina 
fan, (maybe some shots will cure that, Bill! Ed.) He also likes to 
camp and back-pack, and is looking forward to hiking throughout 
the Caesars Head property. Dorothy is working in the park store, 
and also enjoys crocheting and needlepoint. The Bullards had a 16' 
travel trailer, but used it only three times in three years. They sold it 
and returned to their first love . . . tent camping! 
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The Bullards have visited most South Carolina state parks, and 
particularly enjoy the Blue Ridge Parkway, Cades Cove, a national 
park near Gatlinburg, is one of their favorite places (and one of 
mine! Ed.) Bill would like to see a camping area at Caesars Head, 
and is anxious to develop trails in the Jones Gap area. "This is wild, 
virgin land at Caesars Head," Bill said, "and visitors really appreciate 
what we are doing here." The store, which was extensively 
renovated this year prior to its fall opening, did more than $12,000 
business in seven weeks. 

Bill is settling in for the winter at Caesars Head, and invites his 
many friends in the park system to stop by the park to refuel their 
snowmobiles! 

MARSHALL BRUCKE — Marshal! admits to being a hillbilly 
from the mountains of South Carolina; Walhalla in Oconee County, 
to be exact! His parents live in Clemson, where his father works at 
the Milliken textile plant. A brother, Bobby, is working in a textile 
plant at nearby Central. 

Marshal! attended Daniel High School and finished at Walhalla, 
where he graduated in 1957. For the next five years, Marshall 
worked at the Milliken plant in Clemson, then worked in the weave 
room of the Chicopee plant in Walhalla. He married Betty Craig, 
older sister of District Superintendent Horace Craig, in 1959. 
Marshal! joined the park system in 1968; he talked with District 
Superintendent Bob Jones on a Monday morning, and went to work 
four days later as a ranger at Table Rock! 

Marshall stayed at Table Rock for two years, then went to Santee 
as assistant superintendent for ten months. His next move was to 
Greenwood, where he was promoted to superintendent in early 
1971. He stayed at Greenwood until August 1974, when he left the 
park system for V/2 years to become a division manager for 
Wometco Vending of Greenville. He rejoined the system in 
February, 1976 as superintendent of Landsford Canal, where he is 
today. 

Marshall and Betty have a daughter, Sherry. Her husband, Carol 
is a carpenter with Duke Power Company and they have a daughter, 
Carolyn. Sherry and Carol live near the park in Edgemoor, so 
Marshall and Betty have plenty of opportunities to play with their 
granddaughter! 

Marshall enjoys bass fishing and CB radio. He has a base station 
with units in his car and park vehicle, and has talked to such distant 
places as Canada and California. Marshall doesn't have a bass boat, 
but has two brothers-in-law that do! Betty works in Chester as office 
manager of Rose's department store. In her spare time, she enjoys 
growing and arranging flowers. Together they like to visit nearby 
state parks and other attractions in South Carolina. They spent a 
week in the Smoky Mountains in September, and a few days at the 
beach in October. They hope to visit the New England states next 
spring. 

Marshall says that the local people are extremely interested in 
Landsford Canal, and want to see it developed. He estimates that 
some 40% of park visitors are from the greater Charlotte area. He 
and his ranger are working on a log house that is to be located in the 
picnic area. It will be available for rental by groups, and should be 
completed by next summer. Visitors inquire about picnic tables and 
a comfort station. The highway department plans to pave the park 
road and parking lot. 

LEONARD JONES — Leonard, a native of Columbia, grew up 
in the Dentsville area. His mother is living in Blythewood; his father 
now deceased, was in charge of maintenance at the state TB 
sanitarium, now State Park. Leonard has three sisters and one 
brother. One sister is living in Spartanburg, the others in the 
Columbia area. 

Leonard attended Dentsville High School, where he lettered for 
three years on the football and baseball teams, and graduated in 
1953. Leonard is proud to be a "country boy," having been raised on 
a 350-acre farm. "We milked about ninety cows and raised our own 
grain for feed," Leonard said. He worked for his father at the 
sanitarium's maintenance shop for six months after graduating from 
high school, then took a job at Pacific Mills. After fifteen years as a 
loom fixer, Leonard joined the park system in January, 1970 as 
superintendent of Service and Supply. 

Leonard married Doris Moore, also from Dentsville, in 1954. She 
works for Columbia Products' Shakespeare plant in the purchasing 
and inventory control department. They have four children, two 
sons and two daughters. Andy works for the Richland County 
Sheriff's Department, Cathy teaches elementary school in Ohio, 
Pamela just graduated from USC with a degree in Sociology and is 
job-hunting, while Murle works for Nolan Electric in Florence. 

Leonard enjoys deer, rabbit and dove hunting, fresh- and salt
water fishing, and attends many high school and Carolina football 
games. Yes, he's a proud Gamecock fan! He was active in the local 
youth baseball program for fifteen years. He has six beagles, and 
spends a lot of time with them. Doris also enjoys fishing, and 
between them, they manage to keep their freezer full! She crochets 
afghans and makes place mats when the fish aren't biting. 

Leonard says that he and Doris have not done much traveling, 
but that their life up to the present time has been spent raising a 
family! "We hope to be able to do some traveling now," Leonard 
remarked. Some people have a summer home that they visit during 
the year, but the Joneses live year-round at "their summer place!" 
They own 11V2 acres, but Leonard has been farming some other land 
. . . about 35 acres in corn, vegetables and a little hay. 
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Leonard started at Service & Supply in 1970 with one other 
employee and nothing but a piece of property and a warehouse 
building under construction. He credits the Service & Supply Center 
as being the dream of State Parks Director Ray Sisk, and in nine 
short years it has grown into the nerve center for distribution, 
maintenance and inventory control for the park system. Its present 
inventory is about $537,000 and a staff of fifteen persons work in the 
office, data processing, carpentry, small engine repair, heavy 
equipment, sign manufacture and warehousing. Some of the items 
manufactured at Service and Supply include garbage racks, park 
gates, signs, portable entrance buildings, lifeguard stands, picnic 
tables and cabinets. "If it can be made," Leonard said proudly, "we 
can make it right here!" 

Leonard has seen the state park system grow tremendously 
during his past nine years at Service and Supply, and he is looking 
forward to the challenge of each new day. 

EDMOND J. BROWN, JR. — Ed's childhood home was at 
Moncks Corner, where his mother still lives. His father, now 
deceased, was a pipefitter at the Charleston Navy Yard. Ed has four 
brothers and one sister. He attended Berkeley Training High School, 
where he played basketball for four years, sang in the choir and 
played clarinet and percussion instruments in the band. During the 
summer months Ed worked as a bricklayer and as a waiter at the Air 
Force Base terminal. 

After graduating from high school in 1966, Ed attended Claflin 
College in Orangeburg, where he majored in Health and Physical 
Education, and was a member of Omega Psi Phi fraternity. Ed played 
basketball and tennis, but his specialty in gymnastics was the side 
horse. He did a lot of in-service teaching in tumbling, trampoline and 
the side horse. His summers while in college were spent either in 
summer school or laying brick! (1 have an idea which he enjoyed the 
most! Ed.) 

Ed graduated from Claflin in 1970, and for the remainder of 1970 
and the following year Ed was under a doctor's care for kidney 
problems. In late 1971 Ed moved from Moncks Corner to Columbia, 
and for the next two years he worked at Fort Jackson as an outdoor 
recreation assistant. He supervised the use of playground 
equipment, picnic areas and helped to build the recreation lake at 
the Fort. 

Lightning struck Ed twice in August of 1973; he got married, and 
joined the state park system! The lucky girl was Deloris Miller from 
Nichols. The Browns have two sons, James Worley Brown, 10 and 
Edmond J. Brown, III, 5. Deloris, a 1975 graduate of Benedict 
College with a degree in English, is working in SCE&G's Hampton 
Street office as an accounting clerk. Prior to this she taught English 
for one year at Mather Academy in Camden. Ed and Deloris 
honeymooned at Kings Mountain, where he was employed as Park 
Management Assistant. Ed remained at Kings Mountain until 
September 1974 when he was transferred to the Columbia office and 
promoted to Safety and Job Training Officer. 

Ed's hobbies include playing basketball, tennis, reading, music, 
singing in the church choir and refereeing high school basketball 
games. He has coached little league baseball for three years, and this 
year his team went to the playoffs. Ed has received much training in 
first aid, lifesaving, CPR and other similar activities, and has taught 
many classes both for state park personnel and in the community. 
His wife's hobbies include sewing, reading and interior decorating. Ed 
and Deloris have visited relatives in Maryland and New York, and 
want to take their boys to Disney World. They have visited many 
state parks and historic sites in South Carolina. 

The Browns live in the northern section of Columbia, where they 
are buying a home. Both of them enjoy working around the house 
(which reminds me . . . when are you going to bring my ladders 
back, Ed? Editor) They have a small garden during the summer, in 
which they raise tomatoes, peppers, squash and cucumbers. 

Ed has taught Multi-Media First Aid and CPR courses to state 
park personnel, in addition to safety programs for in-service 
maintenance classes and at some parks. He conducts safety 
inspections at all state parks on a regular basis, and works with 
Andrew Kennedy and Jim Work when park equipment inventory 
time rolls around. He processed field purchase orders for the 
Columbia office and maintains stock of office forms and supplies for 
shipment to the parks. 
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Ed checks all swimming areas on a regular basis during the 
summer months, and assures that all parks hre in compliance with 
OSHA safety standards. Park shops have been extensively re-wired 
in the past year to meet current safety standards. Ed says that our 
park operations are more safety-conscious now, and are better 
equipped with all necessary safety equipment available for use by 
park employees. He reviews park accidents and processes the 
necessary reporting forms. 

PRT's State Parks Division is a member of the South Carolina 
Safety Council, and Ed attends all scheduled meetings. He plans to 
enroll in additional Industrial Safety courses at Midlands Technical 
College this fall. Everyone has a goal, and Ed is no exception. He 
wants to make South Carolina state parks "number one" in safety 
and job training! 

Ed sends the following Christmas wish to all of his friends in the 
state park family: Be merry; be happy; be safe! 

VANDELL DAVIS — Van is a native of Mullins. His father, 
who is disabled and retired, lives in High Point, North Carolina. Van 
has five brothers and five sisters. Van used to eat his meals in bed. 
"I'd get under the covers to keep my brothers and sisters from 
attacking me!" he said. He attended local school in Mullins through 
his sophomore year in high school, then was drafted into the Army 
in November 1966. Van served in Viet Nam for 13 months, was 
wounded, shipped back to the states and discharged in 1968. 

Van completed high school while in the Army, but couldn't get in 
college when he returned to Mullins after his discharge. He had 
enjoyed playing football in high school, where for six years he played 
right and left guard and was the team's "monster man." "I was the 
meanest man on the team!" Van remarked. Anyway, Van worked at 
Palmetto High School for one year as teacher's aide and assistant 
football coach while waiting for an opportunity to begin his college 
education. 

Van left Palmetto High School to enroll at a "prep school," 
Friendship Junior College. "I completed a year's work in one 
semester, so they threw me out!" Van said with a grin. He enrolled at 
Barber-Scotia College in Concord, North Carolina, where he 
received a B.S. degree in Sociology and a minor in Psychology. He 
was active in student government, participated in intramural sports 
and was editor of the school newspaper while at Barger-Scotia. 

Van worked for two summers while in college in a pre-med 
program at Fisk University, Nashville, Tennessee. It was here that 
Van did research for a sickle cell anemia program that led to him 
helping to get a similar program started on a statewide basis in North 
Carolina. His other two summers while in college were spent on 
campus at Barber-Scotia, where he was a librarian's assistant. 

Van graduated from college in 1973 and began job-hunting in 
earnest. A telephone call to the Veterans' Outreach Program led him 
to PRT where he accepted a newly-created position as Safety and 
Job Training Officer. He married Maude, a Winnsboro girl in 
September of 1973. She is teaching elementary students in Great 
Falls Middle School. Van and Maude have no children. 

Van left PRT in 1974 to return to school, and for the next four 
years taught school during the day and attended graduate school at 
night. He taught fourth grade reading, science and physical 
education at Buford Elementary School in Lancaster, where his wife 
was also teaching at the time. Two nights a week Van drove to 
USC's main campus in Columbia. Taking two courses at a time, Van 
completed his course requirements and graduated in 1978 with a 
master's degree in elementary education and a minor in public 
school administration. 

Van returned to PRT in July, 1978 as Assistant Director of the 
newly-organized YACC program, and was promoted to Director last 
month when Kay McCoy resigned. Van recalls the challenge that 
they had to get the YACC program off the ground. "We began by 
reading all the laws, rules and regulations that we could get our 
hands on," Van said. The next step was to get the necessary 
paperwork completed and processed, then to begin hiring and 
training a staff and recruiting students. Trainees are now referred to 
the program from Job Service offices, and this arrangement seems 
to be working out very well. The usual problems that normally occur 
at the outset of any program have diminished, and most trainees 
adapt well to their new surroundings. 

"Some enter the program to get away from home or an 
unpleasant home environment, while others have no home at all," 
Van said. Those with less than a high school education are being 
encouraged to study and finish high school through the GED 
program, and several are doing just that. Some are trying to save 
some money for use after they leave the program. One year is the 
maximum length of time that a youngster can remain in the YACC 
program. Some are entering college, military service or other work-
oriented programs such as the Job Corps. A few may have difficulty 
securing employment because of the lack of marketable skills, but 
most will leave the YACC program better prepared to make their 
way in the world than when they entered it, according to Davis. 

Van believes that the YACC program, which is funded entirely 
from federal funds, will continue as a permanent program. 

Van enjoys all sports, espcially tennis, golf, table games, 
badminton and volleyball. He likes to fish, and is an "expert self-
taught horticulturist!" He built, equipped and stocked a lean-to 
greenhouse for less than $200! Maude likes to sew, watch soap 
operas and beat Van playing tennis. Van says that she is an excellent 
tennis player. "Of course, she'd have to be in order to beat me!" he 
quipped. Maude also has an artistic flair, and enjoys working with 
acrylics. 

Gardening and working in the greenhouse are common interests 
for Van and Maude. They live in Fairfield County on a one-acre 
tract, and are in the process of acquiring twelve additional acres for 
a greenhouse and nursery business. Van is looking ahead to a 
business that he and Maude can enjoy now and in their retirement 
years. They enjoy taking mini-vacation trips throughout South 
Carolina, and this summer they traveled up the East coast to visit 
relatives in Yonkers, New York. 

The Davises also visited none other than welterweight boxer 
"Sugar Ray" Leonard, who is a cousin of Van's on his mother's side 
of the family. Van says that Sugar Ray, who lives in Yonkers, is a 
fine young man and will go a long way in the boxing world. (I'd say 
that he already has! Ed.) Van would also like to take Maude to Africa 
and Viet Nam. 

Van enjoys a challenge, and he also will go a long way in pursuing 
his career. We all wish him the best as he continues to give 
leadership to the YACC program. 
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District I 
From left, Jerry Price, Sup't, Rivers Bridge; Stanley 

Looper, Ass't, Sup't, Hunting Island; Mac Copeland, Sup't, 
Huntington Beach; Bill Smith, Ass't Sup't, Myrtle Beach; John 
Holloway, Sup't, Givhans Ferry; Charles Cumbee, Sup't, Old 
Dorchester; Don Ferguson, Sup't, Hampton Plantation; Bobby 
Turner, Sup't, Myrtle Beach; Larry Duncan, District I Sup't; 
Frank Whiteside, Ass't Curator, Charles Towne Landing; 
Janson Cox, Expo Park Mgr, Charles Towne Landing; 
Marshall West, Sup't, Hunting Island, Kurt Becht, Sup't, 
Edisto Beach. 
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Fall is not everyone's favorite season. Many people in 
varied occupations view fall as the end of their summer 
vacations and fun time. Most students dread returning to 
books, homework, and teachers. Most teachers dread 
returning to students. 

State park employees, on the other hand, appreciate the 
fall of the year much more than the average person. We look 
forward to fall like the high school football coach whose 
entire championship team is returning for another season. 
Fall for us means a time for that much deserved vacation, a 
time of fewer crowds and a more relaxed park atmosphere, 
and a brief look at some of the projects on District 1 Parks. 

Charles Towne Landing The Geodesic Dome addition 
is nearing completion and should be ready for use before 
Christmas. Much time will be spent this winter pruning and 
weeding in the gardens. Several projects have been approved 
in the Animal Forest. 

Colleton — The park crew has already completed 
painting all the park signs, food chest and grills. Other 
projects will include closing in the shop ceiling and replacing 
rotten timbers in the old picnic shelter. We are getting bids 
for a fireplace in the new shelter. 

Edisto Beach — Clean-up after Hurricane "David" is 
finally complete. The park crew has already rebuilt the 
crabbing dock below the cabins. Other projects include 
roofing one residence, building block partitions in restrooms, 
and painting several park buildings. 

Givans Ferry - Several park buildings are presently 
being painted. Rotten boards are to be replaced at the park 
shop. The maintenance crew is scheduled to complete 
renovations on the two remaining cabins. 

Hampton Plantation The crew has just finished 
building a screened porch on the Superintendent's trailer. 
Most of the winter will be spent pruning and underbrushing 
the gardens and picnic areas. 

Hunting Island Painting and building repairs will take 
up most of the crew's time this winter. The three new cabins 
are near completion and the work has begun to reinstate the 
three relocated cabins. 

Huntington Beach Projects include underbrushing 
road sides, renovation work on A-II barracks, and other 
building repairs. Several projects have been planned for 
"Atalaya". 

Myrtle Beach — The park crew has already completed 
two storage buildings on the park. They are presently at work 
rewiring the pier and painting the park cabins. There is also 
another section of decking to be replaced on the pier. 

Old Dorchester — The crew is already into their winter 
painting projects. Plans are to insulate and peg board the 
park shop. 

Rivers Bridge — Renovation of the park shop, 
landscaping, and building repairs highlight this park's 
projects. 

1 would like to wish all of you a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 

LARRY W. DUNCAN 
District I Superintendent 

CHARLES TOWNE LANDING What better place to 
learn about America's energy situation than in the confines of 
a South Carolina State Park! Visitors to Charles Towne 
Landing will have the opportunity to find out just how much 
they really know about energy, conservation, and learn more 
at the ENERGY exhibit on display at the Landing from now 
till the spring of 1980. 

ENERGY, a traveling exhibition sponsored by the U.S. 
Department of Energy, contains more than 25 energy exhibits 
with computers posing questions that are both entertaining 
and educational. Such topics as solar energy, nuclear fusion, 
conservation and environmental issues are only a few of the 
topics ENERGY covers. 

Besides exhibits, there are consoles where visitors, by 
question and answer, may measure their "energy quotients." 
This list of one's energy consuming habits is designed to give 
the visitor an idea of what sort of energy user he or she is. 
For example, if you own certain appliances, the computer is 
programmed to ask questions based on your use of these 
appliances. 

ENERGY is designed so that anyone entering the exhibit, 
with very little energy knowledge, could receive a general 
understanding on energy in about thirty minutes, and with 
the cold winter months upon us, it's just in time. So if you're 
near the Landing, stop in to learn how to keep warm this 
winter while conserving energy. 

The crisp cool air is also bringing thoughts of Christmas 
to the Landing. On December 8 the sounds of Christmas 
carols, children laughing and painting the Landing windows 
with Christmas scenes, Christmas puppet shows, a Charity 
Bazaar, and the twinkling of colorful Christmas lights against 
the dark sky can all be seen and heard during our annual 
Trident Area Christmas Tree Lighting. The happy faces of 
families, friends and neighbors in the area will all be gathered 
around the Landing's Christmas tree to sing carols and help 
Santa light the tree at dusk, just the beginning of a thousand 
moments to be cherished during the holiday season. 

The Landing is again co-sponsoring the Toys for Tots 
program in an effort to make Christmas a little happier for 
needy families in the Lowcountry. Collection boxes are 
located at the Landing every day till December 14 and 
children, 14 and under, are admitted free to the Landing 
when donating a new or usable toy at the Landing Gate. 

The Exhibit Pavilion will receive some new additions this 
winter. In addition to improvements so it is easily accessible 
by the handicapped, several walls will be erected to create 
different rooms for each display. Each room will feature a 
different aspect of the Landing and South Carolina history. 
The creation of the walls will guide visitors from display to 
display in an orderly fashion. A rest area and lounge will be 
located at the exit of the Exhibit Pavilion. 

This year's Colonial Life and Crafts Festival, October 27-
28, proved to be very successful. The Settler's Life Area and 
the Circle were filled with craftspeople demonstrating and 
displaying their wares. An additional feature this year was the 
assistance and talents of the Programs Section from 
Columbia. 
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Debbie Stokes, Landing guide, demonstrates colonial 
cooking in the Settler's Life Area during the Colonial Life and 
Crafts Festival. 

Attendance has dropped during the cooler months at the 
Landing, but the number of physical fitness enthusiasts— 
joggers, cyclists, walkers and dog walkers—seems to have 
increased. We must admit, we do have one of the few 
beautiful and safe places to exercise and relax in Charleston. 

Best of Season Wishes! 

DEBBIE GRIFFIN 
Public Information Specialist 

COLLETON STATE PARK — Summer was about the 
same here as it was last year; however fishing in the Edisto 
River was the best it has been in the past few years. Limits 
(the legal number a person can keep per day) of redbreast, 
catfish, bream, and crappie were caught by many of our 
campers. 

Canoe trips still remain very popular and gain in 
popularity every year. 

Our camping is off just a little from last year, but I think 
it is more because of the hordes of mosquitoes after hurricane 
David than the energy crisis. David did no major damage in 
the park; however, the eight inches of rain caused the river to 
rise to the highest level in many years. 

We are expecting more camping clubs in the future since 
we have finished the new shelter, especially when we get the 
new fireplace. 

The Snow Birds will start flying South any day now and 
we are looking forward to a busy Winter season. May God 
Bless You All With a Very Merry Christmas and a 
Prosperous and Happy New Year. 

GLENN FARR 
Superintendent 

EDISTO BEACH — The summer seemed to be drawing 
to a smooth close when we became unwilling hosts to a most 
unwelcome visitor — Hurricane David. The high tides 
brought by the storm spread sand nearly two feet thick on 
much of the camping area and other areas on the immediate 
beachfront. Interruption of water and electric service and 
large amounts of standing water following the storm 
necessitated closing the park for five days. Large amounts of 
debris of every description were spread throughout the park. 
Cleanup and repair from the storm have now been essentially 
completed, but the changes and damage it wrought are sure 
to remain very much in evidence for a long time to come. 

Many thanks to Henry Rush and George Mitchell for 
their many hours spent "playing in the sand". They did a fine 
job helping with the cleanup, moving the beach back where it 
belonged, and restoring the camping area to usable condition. 

Welcome back to Furniss Rogers and wife Helen who 
have returned to the park system and Edisto after a short 
absence. 

Best wishes to one and all for a very fine and happy New 
Year. 

KURT BECHT 
Superintendent 

GIVHANS FERRY STATE PARK — Fall has arrived 
with its magnificent colors at Givhans Ferry; however, I think 
the beauty will be short-lived. It is very, very dry and I 
believe with the first good rain the leaves will all come down. 
The "Great Lady" Edisto is calm and serene in all her glory 
among the beauty of trees. 

The park visitors have slackened a lot during the week 
and on Saturday, but on Sunday they are still coming out of 
the woodworks. My picnic area is pretty well filled each 
week, and the recreation building and picnic shelters are 
receiving a pretty good work-out. However, this is par for the 
course in this part of the world. This park is heavily used by 
day users from early to late in the year as weather permits. 
They know no season! 

As the summer season closed and things calmed down a 
bit, we experienced Hurricane David. We were lucky here at 
Givhans Ferry. We only lost two trees but were plagued with 
lots of debris to be picked up. About a week after the storm, 
"the Mighty Lady" Edisto took over the limelight with 
sixteen feet above flood stage waters. 

With all the happenings of autumn behind us, as busy and 
exciting as it was, we are ready to get on with a slower 
season. We have quite a lot to accomplish between now and 
next year. We are also looking forward to the holiday season, 
and a well-needed vacation. I plan to get the dust cleaned off 
of the camper and hit the "Old Chisolm Trail" if I can afford 
the gas on my week-ends off. 

Have a good Fall Season, take time to enjoy living just a 
little, and don't work too hard on those winter projects. 

Merry Christmas and happy holiday season from "The 
Joneses" and "The Holloways". MAY GOD BLESS. . . . 

JOHN B. HOLLOWAY 
Superintendent 
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HAMPTON PLANTATION — Well, there is a chill in 
the air down here in the low country, and by the publication 
of this article cold weather will surely be upon us all. 

Only a few short weeks ago the mosquitoes were biting 
and a hurricane was headed our way. We were lucky here on 
the coast above Charleston. The main force of the storm 
missed us, even though the southern tip of the state did get 
some of the storm's worst winds. Damage here at Hampton 
was very minor with only a lot of small limbs all over the 
ground. No large trees were harmed. 

Visitation to the Mansion has been steady but is slowly 
decreasing. We have had visitors from some of the northern 
states, such as Illinois, Connecticut and New York. They 
were all interested in the house and restoration plans. Also, 
Judge Irvine Rutledge, the only remaining son of Archibald 
Rutledge, paid us a visit recently. It was indeed an honor to 
meet and talk with him. 

The abundance of wildlife here in the park never ceases to 
amaze me. Since I arrived here in mid-July, snakes, turkeys, 
deer, fox, raccoons, ducks, squirrels, rabbits, and many kinds 
of birds have been seen. The park has a lot of potential for a 
nature oriented program. It acts like a preserve for the 
wildlife because most of the land around it is hunted fairly 
heavily. 

The best news I have received lately is that the master 
plan for Hampton Plantation State Park has been completed. 
Restoration work to the interior of the house and 
development of the grounds should start soon. This will 
surely please many people, especially me. 

DONALD G. FERGUSON, 
Superintendent 

HUNTING ISLAND — Record crowds, hot weather, 
crowded picnic areas and a hurricane highlighted the summer 
season here at Hunting Island. Damage to park structures 
was minimal although three cabins had to be moved further 
inland. There was a great deal of erosion on the beach and we 
lost many trees. A word of thanks goes to State Parks 
Director Ray Sisk and the Columbia office for acting quickly 
after the hurricane. Thanks to J. R. and Bobby Altman along 
with the construction crew, the park was cleared of trees and 
debris and made ready for public use. A major job 
undertaken by the Construction crew was the installation of 
almost Vi mile of water line, which serviced the cabin area. 
Thanks, fellows! 

The YACC crews, working here since Labor Day, left 
recently. A special thanks also goes to these young people 
and they should be commended for the fine job they have 
done. We could not have opened as soon as we did without 
them. 

Camping is about even with last year. We have noted that 
more campers are from South Carolina and most return. A 
lot of people think that South Carolina State Parks have a 
lot to offer and are visiting more often. The gas problem 
seems to be the biggest concern and most have been 
complimentary about the facilities and services we provide. 
Cabins are booked through December, with most people 
staying a week at a time. 

Congratulations to Assistant Superintendent Stan Looper 
who married Cathy Hendricks on December 2. We wish them 
the very best. 

We also welcome Gerard Perry and his family to Hunting 
Island. Jerry comes to us from Edisto Beach and we hope he 
enjoys working here. 

Many work projects will keep the staff busy through the 
winter months as we anticipate another busy summer season 
next year. 

As we approach the holiday seasons and spend some time 
with our families, let us not forget the ones who are less 
fortunate. The staff here at Hunting Island wishes each of 
you the very best of the holiday season. Stop by and visit for 
a few days! 

ROBERT A. MITCHELL 
Ranger III 

HUNTINGTON BEACH — Hello again from beautiful 
Huntington Beach. 

Our summer ended with a big Labor Day weekend. We 
had a visitor by the name of "David" the day after Labor 
Day, but he wasn't very friendly! After he left, so did most of 
our sand dunes, several trees, and one picnic shelter. We were 
very lucky that there wasn't any more damage. 

I would like to thank Lew Cato and crew for letting me 
and my family stay with them during the hurricane. Everyone 
else on the park also found refuge elsewhere during David. 
After David left, we had just enough time to clean up and get 
ready for the "Atalaya Arts and Crafts Festival." With a lot 
of hard work on everyone's part, we made it and had the 
biggest and best festival yet. I would like to thank Dan 
Turpin and crew, Larry Duncan, Don Ferguson, and all the 
rest for their help. Also, our new superintendent, Mac 
Copeland: "He done good, he done real good," for his first 
festival! 

We had the Air National Guard here for two weeks in 
October. They used our north end for a communications 
area. We had a lot of curious people looking at their towers 
and trucks. 

We've started our vacations and I took mine visiting 
South Carolina state parks. They are the best anywhere! All 
the campers I talked to on vacation said the same thing. 

Mac spent two weeks hunting near Baker Creek and came 
back with three deer. They camped for their first time and 
liked it. Next thing you know Mac will be wanting a camper! 

Tommy Raynor took a week and just stayed home and 
fished. 

We would like to welcome a new member to our park. 
Ranger Steve Mcintosh and wife Jill are the proud parents of 
a handsome red-haired baby boy, Jeff McCray Mcintosh. 

We wish each and everyone of you a very good winter and 
holiday season. 

DENNIS HART 
Ranger III 
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M Y R T L E  B E A C H  S T A T E  P A R K  — Labor Day came 
and the crowds departed! On September 4th there was the 
threat of a hurricane hitting the coast full force, and we had 
to evacuate the campers and cabin users. My family and 
several of the A-2 employees who were left waited out 
Hurricane David in the barracks building. The power went 
out that Tuesday night and was not restored until Friday. 
There was a lot of erosion on the beach, limbs and trees were 
broken and the end of the pier was torn up. We were very 
lucky that the full force of the storm did not hit us. 

One good thing that came after the storm was good 
fishing. The weather was terrible but there were a lot of good 
catches of spots and spottail bass. Then it slowed down 
during October, which is normally one of our better fishing 
months. For the past week or more the spots have moved 
back in and we have had some happy fishermen. 

The leaves are beginning to turn now as fall is on its way. 
So is all the painting and repair work that is part of our 
winter work program. It takes a lot of hard work to keep a 
park looking good for the people who visit the area. The 
good comments from visitors help make it all worthwhile. 
This year was better in that we had a slight decrease in 
vandalism and fewer complaints. Hopefully, this will be the 
trend for coming years. 

I don't know how many of you were familiar with Jim 
David, who was our gate guard for five or six years. He 
passed away a couple of weeks ago. Anybody who knew Jim 
liked him and I know we will all miss him here at the park. 

I hope that all of you will have a nice winter. 

ROBERT J. TURNER 
Superintendent 

O L D  D O R C H E S T E R  S T A T E  P A R K  Hello from old 
Fort Dorchester! 

This fall we were honored with a visit from the South 
Carolina Regiment of Foot, which was making a march from 
Charleston to Savannah. They were following the original 
route as near as possible (with the help of 20th century 
vehicles!) 

Fall displayed its usual gorgeous array of colors here. 
Crowds have begun to drop off during the week, but they 
come out in full force on Sundays. 

Fishing in the Ashley River has been pretty slow with 
only a few sizeable catches. 

We here at Old Dorchester wish each and every one of 
you and your families a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. 

CHARLES G. CUMBEE 
Superintendent 

R I V E R S  B R I D G E  J'he past summer was not very 
eventful, with park operations running smoothly. The only 
problem that people created was the litter they left behind. 

We have had two people call the park during late evening 
hours to report that they had spotted a black panther in the 
park. I have seen a tan one three times on the park, including 
one time in our yard! We also have a small bear in the 
swamp. So much for our "zoo!" 

Best Wishes for a happy holiday season! 

JERRY PRICE 
Superintendent 

PARK PERSONNEL ATTEND 
THREE-WEEK SESSION AT 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE ACADEMY 
The following park personnel attended a three-

week training session at the state's Criminal Justice 
Academy in Columbia during December: 

ROGER ARDIS — Hickory Knob 
WILLIAM BULLARD — Caesar's Head 
ROBERT CORLEY — Chester 
JAMES T. CREECH — Barnwell 
RICKY DAVIS — Kings Mountain 
ELIJAH GILLENS - Santee 
MICHAEL MATHIS - Santee 
CHRIS HIGHTOWER — Cheraw 
MAXCEY ROSCOE - Cheraw 
BROOKS JORDAN — Sadlers Creek 
LAWRENCE McPHERSON - Dreher Island 
ROBERT MITCHELL - Hunting Island 
ROBERT SULLIVAN - Table Rock 
JOSEPH LAFERTE — Woods Bay 
CHARLES HARRISON - Central Office 
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District II From left, Robert Fowler, Sup't, Goodale; Larry Adair, 
Sup't, Cheraw; Danny Odom, Sup't, Little Pee Dee; Ted 
Barbie, Sup't, Santee; Joseph Laferte, Sup't, Woods Bay; 
George Gordon, Sup't, Poinsett; Van Stickles, District II 
Superintendent; Bill Alewine, Sup't, Lee; James Creech, Sup't, 
Barnwell; Wayne Smith, Sup't, Lynches River; Ed Nesbit, 
Sup't, Aiken; Gene Cobb, Sup't, Redcliffe; Frank Couch, Ass't 
Sup't, Santee. 
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Many projects are planned and underway for District II 
this winter. Much painting and repairing will be done as well 
as some projects initiated by field personnel. These projects 
illustrate their initiative, imagination, and interest in our 
parks system. I am very pleased with the many letters I have 
seen commending many of you. Letters describing helpful 
and courteous rangers, clean facilities, and rewarding visitor 
experiences are the icing on the cake for field personnel. As 
the year 1979 comes to a close, I would like to thank all 
District II employees and families for their overtime and 
extra effort. 

VAN STICKLES 
District II Superintendent 

AIKEN STATE PARK — Were all parks like ours? The 
last few weeks of summer looked like Labor Day had already 
passed. The schools seem to be starting earlier and letting out 
later every year. We were able to keep the swimming area 
open through Labor Day but the weekdays were mighty slow. 
With the coming of fall came my vacation. After the long, 
hot summer with the normal problems, Hatteras looked like 
a Park Superintendent's heaven. Nothing, from cold rain, 
Hurricane David, and scorching hot days was enough to keep 
me and mine from fishing and relaxing. No sooner had I 
returned than Dave, who had just traded his tent trailer for a 
travel trailer, left for three weeks at the coast and the 
mountains, so we should be well rested for the coming winter 
work program. 

Our main campers are now deer hunters. Talking with 
them, hearing their tales and seeing their eight and ten point 
bucks can give any man deer fever. After a six year absence 
it even got me wanting to get back in the woods! 

Sandy, who it seems like only yesterday was taking her 
first school bus ride, just received her first report card this 
year and are we proud! She has a full, hard schedule and still 
keeps excellent grades. This year she has subjects such as 
chemistry, trigonometry and German II. The days of Judi 
and I being able to help with her homework are quickly 
passing, but it won't be long before we will start all over again 
with Jay. Jay continues to grow in mind and body and helps 
keep all of us young in spirit. At times he certainly wears out 
Judi's body trying to keep up with him. 

We here at Aiken hope your fall has started with all the 
gusto ours has and we hope you have a good winter. Stay 
warm and happy!! 

ED NESBIT 
Superintendent 

BARNWELL STATE PARK — Fall has arrived! 
Beautiful fall colors are everywhere and our winter projects 
are underway. 

We have had a gymnastics class for the past two months 
held by Coach Louis J. O'Gorman from Denmark. The 
students were from 2 through 16 years of age. 

Deer season has started and deer hunters are in, 
occupying cabins and campsites. 

The county has hauled top soil to fill in at the bathhouse 
and playground area and it looks much better. 

The community building has been the place for several 
weddings and a couple renewed their vows to celebrate their 
50th wedding anniversary. 

The new bar-b-que pit is under construction once again 
and hopefully it will be completed soon. 

My family and I are glad to be back home again! If you 
are ever in the neighborhood, stop by and visit with us. 

JAMES CREECH 
Superintendent 

CHERAW STATE PARK — We have had a beautiful 
fall at Cheraw. With just enough cold to stop the grass from 
growing and turn the leaves, and a lot of sunny afternoons, 
our park visitors have really been enjoying themselves. 

I have always enjoyed Labor Day at Cheraw because 
summer always ended with a bang. This year we closed 
before Labor Day and the summer just sort of fizzled to an 
end. That could just about describe our entire summer. We 
were down in use in every area except carpet golf and the 
cabins. 

Lake Eureka has been drained for the winter so we can 
work on the dam and the group camp piers. We are also 
hoping that a dry, cold winter might help rid the lake of some 
of the weeds that have been spreading. With the water gone, 
some of the luster of the "Diamond in the Sand Hills" is 
missing. 

We have added a new P.M. A. to the Cheraw roster. Chris 
Hightower came to us from Greenwood. I'm sure we have all 
welcomed Chris by now, but this will make it official. Robert 
Sullivan was promoted to assistant superintendent at Table 
Rock. We would like to wish Robert all the success he can 
stand. 

Our other rangers have been taking advantage of the 
pretty fall weather by taking some time off. Charles Rutledge 
claims to be deer hunting near Columbia every weekend. I 
believe that should be "dear" hunting. Keith Windham is also 
sporting a new deer rifle. With all these new guns, I'm still 
having to buy my meat! Maxcey Roscoe and the chief, Larry 
Adair, spend all their free time in a never-ending pool game. 

Here's hoping that Santa is good to everyone, and we all 
remember who we are giving praise to at Christmas. 

CECIL PRUETTE 
Ranger 

(Congratulations to Cecil for being named Scribe of the 
Year! Ed.) 
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N. R. GOODALE STATE PARK The fall season is 
upon us and the work is starting to slow down. This gives us 
time to look around the park and see what work needs to be 
done. During the summer we were too busy to notice the 
beauty we are fortunate enough to work in. However, now 
we can enjoy some of the beauty of the landscape, the 
multitude of colors of the trees, and the quietness few people 
ever get to experience. 

Now that visitation to the park has slacked off, we have 
begun our annual maintenance of park buildings and the race 
to have everything ready for next summer's crowd. Most of 
our work since the closing of the summer season has been 
involved with the completion of our new shop. We are very 
proud of the interior of the workshop but there are still some 
things we need to complete before we will be ready to 
demolish our old faithful. (We will send everyone invitations 
when we tear the old shop down because we want everyone to 
participate in this joyous occasion!) 

Since summer's end we have also completed re-seeding the 
greens on the golf course, which was a time-consuming chore 
due to some mechanical breakdowns and adverse weather 
conditions. The greens are beginning to shape up nicely and 
should be in good playing condition very shortly. We have 
also started planting shrubs and trees for beautification of the 
park and this work should be completed soon. A special 
thanks is given to all those people involved with the planning 
and growing of these plants. 

BILL CULBRETH 
Ranger 

LEE STATE PARK - Winter has already sneaked in on 
us with cold winds! Our winter projects should keep us both 
busy and warm. 

Summer was both a good and safe one. We seemed to 
have good crowds and everyone enjoyed themselves. 
Swimming lessons were offered for two sessions, and 
hopefully some youngsters learned to swim and had a good 
time in the process. 

Camping has been real good, with many returning as 
often as they can (possibly to get away from telephones and 
their jobs). I have had five touring bicycle riders camping 
overnight at the park. They are biking for both the challenge 
and enjoyment, and have come mostly from New Jersey, 
Ohio and Pennsylvania. 

The community recreation building has been a "busy
body" this year also. Have a good winter ... see you in the 
spring! 

BILL ALEW1NE 
Superintendent 

LITTLE PEE DEE STATE PARK — These cooler days 
and nights of autumn are very much appreciated by all of us 
here except the mosquitoes, which have already left us. This 
was my first summer with P.R.T. and 1 would like to thank 
my Superintendent Danny Odom for pulling me through it. 
My wife Sherri and I are expecting a new addition to our 
family sometime in April. We already have a daughter so we 
are kind of hoping for a boy. 

We had a camping club from eastern North Carolina here 
the weekend of Oct. 19-21. They seemed to have a good time 
and we are hoping for their return next year. The fishing here 
has been good and one of our neighbors, Mr. Herbert 
Huggins, caught a bass that weighed in at 10 lbs. 8 oz. We 
hope all of you have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. 

LARRY GENE LANE 
Ranger 

LYNCHES RIVER STATE PARK — Hurricane David 
did not do much damage here; just a lot of wind, a lot of rain 
and plenty of mosquitoes! The cold weather has caused these 
pesky critters to leave for warmer places. 

The heat and dry weather this summer killed some of the 
plants from the Kings Mountain nursery that we set out. 
However, those hardy plants that survived should add much 
to the beauty of the park next spring when they come into 
bloom. 

The community recreation building is still in great 
demand, and is being rented almost every Saturday and 
Sunday. Many groups are making reservations for next year, 
so the good usage is expected to continue. We had one 
convention in November with more than 1,000 people 
attending! 

Park use has dropped off, but we still have some camping 
with the Boy Scouts, church groups and the National Guard. 

Merry Christmas! 

HAROLD PATE 
Ranger 

POINSETT STATE PARK — Season's Greetings from 
Poinsett! 

As I write this report for Park Lites, the leaves are at their 
peak. What a beautiful sight it is! Who says you have to 
travel to the mountains to enjoy the leaves at their most 
colorful? Right here at Poinsett in the midlands there are 
some of the prettiest sights you can see! 

Since my arrival here in July, we have had a very good 
summer. Sales and camping were up although cabin, 
swimming and day use were down. 

We encountered no problems of any degree this past year. 
The credit for this goes to my park crew for the professional 
job they have done. I commend Andy, James and Jerry for 
the fine job they are doing. 
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Now that summer is over, we are well into our winter 
work program, and the usual raking of leaves that fall brings. 
We have had many projects approved for this year. Please 
stop by and see the improvements we are making, and grab a 
paint brush! 

I know all park Superintendents think they have the best 
crew, but I would like to brag on mine a little. The following 
is a letter about a dedicated man: 

"To the Director of PRT 

I, Dr. Mitchell, a native of New York City, would like to 
commend Mr. James Washington of Poinsett State Park for 
an outstanding job for the past several years. 

1 visited Poinsett state park on the 4th of July (1979) and 
Mr. Washington associated himself with all peer groups. Mr. 
Washington greeted them with a smile. 

I met Mr. Washington several years ago and he appeared 
to be a man of great character. I would like to extend my 
utmost gratitude to Mr. Washington for a job well done. 

Sincerely yours, 
Herbert Mitchell, M.D.," 

James has been with PRT now for 38 years. I think a man 
still able to give people a smile and be as polite as James is to 
be commended. 

1 would like to congratulate Jerry and Billie Bellamy on 
their new son, Jonathan. The Bellamys have one other child, 
Michelle, who is in first grade. Needless to say, Jerry is very 
proud of his new son. 

We are getting many camping clubs on the weekends now. 
We enjoy them, especially when they invite us over for 
homemade ice cream! Ranger Andy Davis tries to outeat all 
of us! We are extending our Saturday night programs 
throughout the winter months. The ranger on duty is in 
charge of the program and so far it has been met with much 
enthusiasm. 

In September, we again hosted the Becton-Dickinson 
company picnic, which brought 2600 people to the park that 
day. They had pony rides, bingo and about every other kind 
of game you could imagine. Of course they had plenty to eat. 
They even invited the park crew over for steaks. It goes 
without saying that we are looking forward to having them back 
next year! 

I would like to congratulate Van Stickles on his 
promotion to District Superintendent. I am enjoying working 
with him again. 

In closing 1 would like to wish everyone a Happy Holiday 
Season. Come by to see us when ever you are in the area. 

GEORGE GORDON 
Superintendent 

R E D C L I F F E  S T A T E  P A R K  Another summer has 
gone, and cold weather has finally set in! Between grass 
cuttings this past summer we managed to get a roof on the 
barn, paint and install all the windows. 

We are now busy cutting firewood and raking leaves. The 
CETA workers were a big help to us, and we still have one 
worker for the winter months. 

Happy holidays to everyone from the folks at Redcliffe! 

CHUCK ATKINSON 
Ranger 

S A N T E E  S T A T E  P A R K  — Since the high price of 
gasoline and fuel oil went into effect, we're still having peak 
crowds in the use of our Rondettes and camping areas. One 
thing that has slowed down a lot is the traffic of sightseers 
and I blame this on the high cost of gasoline. Most of our 
weekends are taken up through the end of November and 
we're receiving numerous reservations for next year. 

We had a lot of rain from Hurricane David, but no 
extensive damage in the park. However, this storm played 
havoc over at Fort Watson. Several trees on top of the 
mound were uprooted and three of the tallest virgin pines in 
the area, all within thirty feet of each other, were struck by 
lightning. These have been removed. 

Inventory has been taken in all concessions except the 
Tackle Shop and all reports were good, thanks to a good 
summer staff. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Frank 
Couch, Alan Barwick and the rangers for making this past 
season a most successful one. 

TED BARBIE 
Superintendent 

W O O D S  B A Y  S T A T E  P A R K  — A sure sign of fall is the 
golden color in open fields as the goldenrod starts showing 
off its bright color. For many people, the goldenrod is just a 
sign for them to start sneezing, as it may cause hay fever. For 
others, goldenrod is a sign that the monarch butterfly is 
about to begin its annual migration. Goldenrod is the magic 
weed that monarchs feed upon to gain energy. This is one of 
the simple relationships of nature that occurs in the fall of the 
year. 

For those of you who may not know me, I am Joe 
Laferte, the new superintendent at that new little park— 
Woods Bay. I moved here from Hunting Island at the end of 
the summer. Since being here the colors of trees have 
changed and the goldenrod has flowered. 

One weekend this fall we had a group of scouts camping 
and their leader was none other than Joe Barron, Engineer 
from the Columbia office. They had a good time, I believe, 
especially on the canoe trails. These trails should see plenty of 
action in the coming years as six new Grumman canoes have 
arrived for rental trips into the Bay. 

If any of you wander off the beaten path and stumble in 
this direction, please stop by. I'd be glad to see you! 

JOE LAFERTE 
Superintendent 
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From left, Leroy Smith, Sup't, Pleasant Ridge; Horace 
Craig, District III Sup't; Fred Belk, Sup't, Rose Hill; Bill 
Bullard, Ranger, Caesars Head; Bob Cothran, Sup't, Oconee; 
Robert Sullivan, Ass't Sup't, Table Rock; Brooks Jordan, 
Sup't, Sadlers Creek; Ray Hayes, Sup't, Croft; Mike Hendrix, 
Sup't, Table Rock; John Rhodes, Sup't, Keowee-Toxaway; 
Eddie Miller, Sup't, Paris Mountain. 
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Caesars Head — Much has been accomplished at Caesars 
Head since the last issue of Park Lites. The store ceiling has 
been insulated and sealed with rough-tex, leaving the beams 
exposed. The store floors have been sanded and varnished 
along with a new kitchen area, which adds quite a bit to the 
appearance. The picnic area has taken on a new look with 
new tables, can racks and quite a bit of clean-up. Much of the 
clean-up was done with the the help of Mr. Sisk and the 
YACC crew. 

Presently two of the maintenance crews (T. M. Shuler, 
Hobie Buffington, Wayne Shumpert and Charlie Hatfield) 
are building a room or rooms behind the store for a ranger's 
residence. Much of the building is being rewired and plumbed 
with more work to be done. 

Croft — Superintendent Hayes and crew are busy 
painting and doing some roofing. The bathhouse is to be 
painted yet, which will take approximately 46 gallons of 
paint. The tractor implements are getting a coat of zinc 
chromate and a coat of paint. Some work is yet to be done 
around the equestrian facility and the barn will be painted. 

Keowee Toxaway — Superintendent Rhodes and ranger 
are putting plants in the parking area medians and a few 
other places. Approvals on project proposals include scraping 
and painting of the church and some crossties to replace 
rotten logs along the parking area. 

Oconee — The Oconee crew is busy keeping up with the 
many visitors that always visit the mountains to enjoy the 
beauty that Mother Nature brings each fall. Some projects 
completed are the painting of several buildings, the replacing 
of some rotten material on buildings and the reglazing of 
windows. A much needed bedroom is being added to Ranger 
Blakley's residence with the maintenance crew Lloyd King 
and Chevis Wald doing the majority of work and Ranger 
Blakley helping when possible. Approximately 400 plants 
have been planted in different areas throughout the park. 

Paris Mountain — Many small projects have been 
completed at Paris Mountain that include painting of 
buildings, replacement of some gutters, reworking the interior 
of the bathhouse and completing the clean-up of the 
tornado-damaged area. Many plants have been put in the 
ground and should add beauty to the already beautiful park. 

Pleasant Ridge — Superintendent Smith and ranger have 
been busy with cabin clean-up and regular park maintenance. 
1 am sure that as traffic through the park slows down, the 
winter work program will speed up. Many buildings are to be 
painted, some gutters hung, and other projects are to be 
started. 

Rose Hill — Superintendent Belk and Ranger Thompkins 
are still pruning roses and cleaning up behind the recent 
hurricane winds. Preparation for the annual Christmas open 
house has begun and will take several weeks. After the open 
house the winter work program will proceed through spring. 

Sadlers Creek — Hundreds of plants have been planted in 
some much-needed areas throughout the park with more to 
be planted. The swimming area relocation is underway with 
plans drawn by Jo Hanvey, dirt hauled by Henry Rush, and 
hand labor by the park crew. The large pavilion is to be 
painted as soon as the paint arrives. A 10' * 10' piece of 
plexiglas was placed on top of a skylite in the pavilion to 
stop a leak that was causing considerable damage to the 
building. If good weather holds out, the crew has many more 
projects to be completed. 

Table Rock — Superintendent Hendrix along with 
practically an entire rookie crew has been painting, cleaning, 
planting some plants received from the Kings Mtn. nursery, 
along with numerous other projects. The crew has been 
cutting dead trees throughout the park for cabin firewood, 
since the mountains have already been experiencing some 
cool nights. Projects to be started yet will take them well into 
the spring. 

HORACE CRAIG 
District III Superintendent 

Caesars Head — We are sending a big hello from the top 
of Caesars Head to all of you down there. My wife Dot and 1 
have really been enjoying living up here in the wild beauty of 
Caesars Head. Very few people have the chance to live in a 
fantastic place like this. If I didn't have to eat and wear 
clothes I would be willing to stay here without salary! 

We now have a new Ranger to keep us company during 
the cold winter months. Dusty Young from Iva joined us just 
before the color change. Dusty is a 1978 graduate of 
Clemson's (RPA) program. Since my blood runneth garnet 
and black, Saturday afternoons are pretty interesting! Since 
my wife is a fan of the Fighting Irish, Dusty and I may have a 
long winter ahead of us! 

We have been real pleased and surprised at the success of 
our mountain trading post since its September opening. The 
right decisions and work must have been made prior to 
opening, for everyone seems to be pleased that the state is 
now operating it. The results make all the hard work 
worthwhile. 

I am sure that everyone in the Columbia staff is glad that 
the pre-opening days are over and we are now partly out of 
their hair! I have a sneaking suspicion that Mr. Sisk and Mr. 
Craig really enjoyed those two months of hard work that 
preceded opening day! 

We will be open year round, so when the snows come, get 
in your car and come see us. We have an open challenge to 
all for a good snowball fight! 

Our Best to the Park family, 

BILL BULLARD 
Superintendent 
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CROFT STATE PARK — Welcome, Elaine and Andy 
Shore to Croft. We hope that both of you will share with us 
the pride and excitement of things that happen here. Elaine is 
working at the Doctors Memorial Hospital here in 
Spartanburg, so 1 am sure that things are exciting there! 

With all the problems around us concerning fuel, 
transportation, higher prices and shortages, many people are 
going to realize that we've been here all the time, just minutes 
from the recreation they won't have to sacrifice. 

This season went so fast, it seemed no sooner did the 
grass turn green than many visitors were here to look at the 
beautiful leaves turning every imaginable color. Some out-of-
staters liked it so well that they plan to stay. Many are 
moving into South Carolina and most of them give our park 
system credit for helping them make this decision. Therefore, 
we must be doing something right! 

The crew here at Croft is looking forward to some well 
deserved leisure time this winter. We had no major problems 
this past season, for which I'm grateful and my thanks go to 
the rangers for a job well done. Thanks also to the Columbia 
crew, whose assistance and directions make it all work out. 
Congratulations to Charles Harrison on his promotion! 
Charles, I offer you my support and look forward to working 
with you. I am sure we can continue to grow. 

I wish for everyone safe and happy holidays and good 
times with your family members. Come visit us at Croft. 

RAY E. HAYES 
Superintendent 

KEOWEE-TOXAWAY STATE PARK Have you had 
any vandalism lately? Well, for those of us who think having 
signs pulled up or burned, screens cut or pushed out, walls 
written on, or even a gate being run into as being bad, it's 
not. At least, not as bad as others have it! 

I had the good fortune several weeks ago to talk with a 
gentleman, who, before retiring was in charge of the Green 
Belt around the city of Chicago. Forth-three thousand acres 
of park land; some park! He asked me if we had many 
problems with vandalism. I told him I hadn't but that other 
parks did. 1 mentioned several of the above mentioned 
incidents of vandalism as being problems. 

The gentleman, who had thirty years of service with the 
City of Chicago, said that these were just petty incidents and 
were everyday occurrences to him. He went on to give some 
examples of the types of vandalism he had to put up with. 

The first example was what happened to the gates that 
were constructed of 8" steel pipe with 4' x 4' reinforced 
concrete gate posts. Someone used dynamite and completely 
leveled the concrete gate post! 

Several shelters 100 feet long and 40 feet wide were 
burned to the ground. Dynamite was set off inside sewage 
lines of several buildings, destroying commodes and sinks, 
rupturing water and gas lines and in some cases causing 
buildings to be torn down. 

I probably will still gripe when someone tears down a sign, 
but I sure will be thankful that it wasn't any worse. 

JOHN RHODES 
Superintendent 

OCONEE — During my twenty years of service, never 
can I remember a fall season that has been so colorful and 
busy as this one! The cabins have been full most of the time 
and the campground was full on several weekends. 

Recently we were hosts to the Travel-Master Camping 
Club. This group of some fifty units visits with us each fall, 
and we look forward to them being with us. 

Ranger Jim Bynum is recovering very well from his heart 
attack in September. The doctor has him walking up to a 
mile each day. He would still appreciate a card from each of 
you. 

November was a month for two big events here at 
Oconee: our fall clogging festival on the 9th and 10th, 
followed by the superintendents' Annual Conference. 1 
appreciate District Superintendent Horace Craig's help in 
preparing for the Conference, and also Joel Lowery from 
Sadlers Creek. 

Our best wishes to all of you from us at Oconee for a 
pleasant holiday season. 

BOB COTHRAN 
Superintendent 

PARIS MOUNTAIN STATE PARK — Our autumn 
season here at Paris Mountain has been quite an active one. 
Public and private schools as well as area universities have 
been visiting our park and using its facilities. Thus, we have 
all been kept busy. In addition, our weekends have been 
active with large numbers of people picnicking, hiking, and 
simply visiting our park to enjoy the beautiful and colorful 
scenery. In short, autumn here at Paris Mountain is difficult 
to express in words; you must experience it! 

Our camping area has been holding a steady flow of 
people. Our most frequent visitors are people who are 
relocating to the Piedmont area and parents of students at 
Bob Jones University and Furman University. 

We are looking forward to the winter with anticipation. 
As you all may remember, last winter brought us several days 
of heavy snow and ice. The snow and ice kept us busy as we 
tried to keep pipes from freezing and park vehicles on the 
road! Needless to say, the park was beautiful! 

All of us here at Paris Mountain wish everyone a safe and 
memorable winter. 

DAVID G. BLACKWELL 
Ranger 
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PLEASANT RIDGE STATE PARK That time of the 
year—fall—is here once again and winter is swiftly 
approaching. So, at present, we are busy trying to get ready 
for winter. 

We had a busy summer season. Swimming was off from 
last summer due in part to lots of rain and cool days in June. 
Camping, cabin rentals and picnicking were better than last 
summer. Some weekends we didn't have enough space to 
accommodate all the picnickers in addition to family 
reunions, church groups, individual groups and company 
picnics. 1 don't think anyone got lonely during the summer! 
What we are most grateful for is that aside from being a 
successful summer, it was a safe one. 

We are still having a few campers and reservations for 
cabin rentals until Christmas. Even though the weather is 
cooler, there are still a few picnickers. On Saturday, October 
27, there were five organized groups in the park—luckily not 
all at the same time! 

District III welcomes our new district superintendent, 
Horace Craig. I am sure everyone will work with him in any 
way we can to help put the program over. We also welcome 
our new ranger, Bill Grant, and his wife, Barbara, to Pleasant 
Ridge. 

LEROY L. SMITH 
Superintendent 

ROSE HILL STATE PARK - The summer rush is over, 
and it is time to start our projects and get ready for next 
summer. 

The dogwood trees lead the way for fall as they did for 
spring, with their leaves turned to a brilliant red. 

The deer hunters seem to be doing OK this year. As for 
Mac, our pet deer, we had to get rid of him. I wrote in the 
last issue that we would keep him unless he started staying 
out late and chasing women. Well he didn't start staying out 
late, but he did start chasing women! 

We are already making plans for our Christmas open 
house this year. By the time this is printed it will already be 
over. 

FRED H. BELK 
Superintendent 

SADLERS CREEK STATE PARK The summer of 
1979 has faded into the history books and records were 
broken everywhere this year. Camping was up a little this 
year. Most of our campers were local visitors because of the 
gas crisis. Our picnic shelters received good use this year with 
many family reunions and plant parties. 

On October 12-14 the fall campout of N.C.H.A. was held 
here at Sadlers Creek with 210 units in attendance. The 
Michelin Bibonaires of Greenville were the host club, and 

they put on a fantastic show for everybody with a good time 
enjoyed by all. I would also like to take this opportunity to 
thank all the extra personnel that helped us with the 
campout. We had many compliments from all the campers. 

With winter time on the way, we are all thinking of 
vacation time, Christmas holidays, and visiting with family 
and friends. 1 wish all of you a progressive winter work 
program, and hope you have a safe and happy holiday 
season. From all of us at Sadlers Creek, The Herb Jones, The 
Brooks Jordans, and Joel Lowery wish you all a MERRY 
CHRISTMAS and a PROSPEROUS HAPPY NEW 
YEAR!!!! 

BROOKS M. JORDAN 
Superintendent 

TABLE ROCK STATE PARK Things have really 
been booming at Table Rock. The cabins stay booked up 
most all of the time. They are now getting more use through 
the week than ever before, and it really keeps us busy keeping 
them clean. The hiking trails have been in heavy use, with 
more people getting lost by taking wrong turns on the trails. 
The Pickens County Rescue Squad sure has been helpful in 
more than one instance! 

It seems that we will finally be getting underway with the 
new multi-purpose recreation building for Table Rock. The 
contract has been awarded, and it sure will be a pleasure to 
have a square dance during the summer without worrying 
about getting wet! 

We welcome into our park system the new Caesar's Head 
State Park and its staff. It is such a good feeling to see 
Caesar's Head from the overlook at Table Rock and know 
that park land is so close. It really is a lovely spot and we 
wish it much success. 

The fish pools on the park are still in operation. We have 
some trout that weigh almost three pounds. 

I would like to think Horace Craig for all the help he has 
given Table Rock since he took over District III. He is very 
dedicated to the park system and we all enjoy working with 
him. 

We would like to welcome to Table Rock Ranger Mike 
Pettigrew and his wife, Jean. The Pettigrews come to us from 
Iva. We would also like to welcome Ranger Danny Hughes 
and his wife Joyce. The Hughes are natives of Walhalla. We 
wish them both the best in the park system and know that 
they will be a big asset to Table Rock. 

Also, we welcome Robert Sullivan back to Table Rock as 
our Assistant Superintendent. Robert was a ranger with us a 
few years ago and we are glad to have him back with us. 

At this time I would like to express my appreciation to 
our long-time cabin maid and very dear friend Edith Cassell. 
You have been a great asset to the park and we all love you 
dearly. 

Before long the holiday season will be upon us. We at 
Table Rock hope everyone has a super holiday season. 

MIKE HENDRIX 
Superintendent 
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District IV From left, Joanne Smith, Nursery Smith, Nursery Attendant, 
Kings Mountain; Freddie Parkman, District IV Superintendent; 
Charles Rainey, Ass't Sup't, Kings Mountain; Lew Cato, Sup't, 
Kings Mountain; Mike Davidson, Lodge Manager, Hickory 
Knob; Leroy Atkinson, Sup't, Baker Creek; Jim Meadors, 
Sup't, Sesqui; Ted Williams, Sup't, Hickory Knob; Bob Parrish, 
Sup't, Dreher Island; Lew Griffin, Sup't, Andrew Jackson; 
Steve Edison, Sup't, Hamilton Branch; Marshall Brucke, Sup't, 
Landsford Canal; Joe Hambright, Sup't, Greenwood. 
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With the close of the summer season, most parks 
immediately started work on winter work projects. The 
program in this district is underway with the following items. 

Andrew Jackson Renovation of log constructed 
restroom and repainting of Superintendent's residence are 
main items to be completed. Construction plans are almost 
complete for a community building which will resemble a 
church. 

Baker Creek — The painting of several buildings, 
replacement of a number of boards on the pavilion, and tiling 
of campground restrooms are projects hopefully to be 
completed soon. 

Chester — Repainting of the community building and 
Ranger residence are almost complete with re-roofing of 
Superintendent's residence and nature trail work items to 
follow. 

Dreher Island — Construction of first phase nears 
completion. When plans are complete, second phase 
development is to start. 

Greenwood — Replacement of mobile home floor was 
first big item to be completed. Work on improvements and 
painting of campground trading post and restroom is 
presently under way with re-roofing of a picnic shelter, much 
needed campsite renovation work, and landscaping to follow. 

Hamilton Branch Re-painting of several buildings, 
grading of road shoulders, and hopefully tiling of restrooms 
are on the agenda for this park. 

Hickory Knob — Installation of color television in rooms 
and cabins is complete, with repair of several cabin floors, 
renovation of amphitheatre, and continued landscaping to 
follow. All timber has been harvested from the golf-course 
with construction to begin soon. Permits have been issued for 
the park staff to construct an archery and skeet/trap range. 

Kings Mountain — With the aid of the YCAA program, 
replacement of boards on bathhouse and laundromat, 
painting of a number of buildings, re-roofing of several 
buildings, continued renovation of Camp Cherokee, and 
work around the nursery are projects underway. Harvesting 
of pine beetle damaged trees is also underway as this park is 
heavily infested. 

Landsford Canal — Hopefully, paving of roads will soon 
be underway so that construction of picnic facilities and 
another residence can also be built. 

Sesqui — Paving of parking lots and the old camping 
area road are on the agenda with the park staff busy making 
repairs to buildings and repainting several of these. Some 
landscaping will also be done at the entrance to this park. 

In closing, 1 wish to express my appreciation and thanks 
to the personnel in district four for the hard work and long 
hours put in during the year to keep our State Parks in top 
condition for the visiting public. To all PRT employees, and 
many friends who follow us through this magazine. Merry 
Christmas and best wishes for the coming year. 

C. F. PARKMAN 
District IV Superintendent 

ANDREW JACKSON STATE PARK Labor Day has 
passed but park visitation continues to be good, especially on 
week-ends. We still have a good growth of grass and our park 
maintenance and daily routine has slowed down only slightly. 
We are enjoying these warm days and cool nights. I just hope 
this lovely weather we are having now is not an indication of 
a severe winter ahead. Our camping is slightly down, 
compared with last year. The decrease seems to be mostly 
with out-of-state campers. I suppose the price of gasoline had 
a direct bearing on the decrease. Some of the out-of-state 
campers also told me that they were a little hesitant about 
venturing too far on their vacation, not because of the price 
of gas, but because of possible shortages. 

We would like to welcome our new ranger, Ken Rising, 
his wife Barbara and their eleven year old son Allen to our 
park. Ken is from Dillon, and has traveled from the sand hills 
to the red clay country. We hope that his stay with the parks 
will be a long and happy one. 

LEW GRIFFIN 
Superintendent 

BAKER CREEK STATE PARK It seems like only 
yesterday that 1 wrote the last article for "Park Lites." There 
have been many changes since the last article. The weather 
has changed from hot to cool, and it's about time! I moved to 
Baker Creek the end of August. But to top it all off, I became 
a father again! Our son, Lee, was born September 7, and 
weighed 6 lbs. 12 ozs. 

I am really glad to be here at Baker Creek. I have to get 
used to many more visitors, campers, and a lot more work. 1 
didn't know what to expect at first, but with the help of 
Freddie Parkman, and rangers David Cannon, and Ron 
Kinberly, it has been a good transition. 

Things have slowed down a lot from my first few days at 
Baker Creek. Picnickers have gone, except for a few on 
weekends. Camping is slowing down, but we still get a good 
many fishermen and hunters. The fishing has slacked off, and 
will soon stop all together. 

There is a lot for me to learn about Baker Creek. I'm just 
glad I have most of the winter to learn about the park. Lunch 
is about over, so I'd better go back to work. If any of you are 
near Baker Creek, stop in and say "hi!" 

ROY ATKINSON 
Superintendent 

CHESTER STATE PARK — A more attractive entrance 
greets the visitors to Chester State Park this fall. The 
entrance sign sports a fresh coat of paint. Various shrubs and 
plants neatly spaced at the base of the sign add the finishing 
touches. 

Fall foliage has been beautiful and the weather has been 
mild. Attendance has remained high for day usage. The 
camping area has remained quite full with the onset of 
hunting season. One camper came up from Florida pulling a 
boat trailer complete with chest-type deep freeze. Apparently, 
he had high hopes! 
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We have had several camping clubs including the Chester 
Nuts, Teepee Toters, Carolina Jaybirds and Palmetto 
Jaybirds. I was deeply touched and honored when the 
Palmetto Jaybirds from Greenwood presented me with a 
plaque with the following inscription: 

"This Plaque is presented to Mr. Wayne Timms, 
Supt. Chester State Park, for means of expressing 
appreciation for the friendship he has shown the 
Palmetto Jaybird Camping Club. Mr. Timms has by 
far exceeded any other Park Superintendent in making 
our club feel wanted and welcome. 

We appreciate his help in making our campouts 
successful and would like to express our thanks by 
telling him that we have looked forward to returning to 
his park and enjoying his company once again . . ." 

Sincerely, 
THE PALMETTO JAYBIRDS 

One moment like this makes all the long hours and hard 
work seem worthwhile. A kind word or occasional "pat on 
the back" from a friend or fellow worker goes a long way in 
making one strive to work harder and enjoy his job while he 
is at it. 

WAYNE TIMMS 
Superintendent 

DREHER ISLAND STATE PARK — Completion of 
PHASE I at Dreher Island is slowly drawing to a close. 
Within the last year, we have seen the start and completion of 
22 buildings, a 65,000 GPD waste treatment facility, about 4'/2 

miles of road, parking areas for some 400 vehicles, a 30-site 
camping area, and picnic areas with total capacity of 150 
tables. Many other projects and changes too numerous to 
mention have been completed. Our 30-site camping area 
opened for business the end of November. 

With the opening of the tackle shop, contact station, and 
picnic areas, we have gone from a one-man operation to an 
operation involving 4 A-l personnel and 7 A-2 employees. 
This is quite a change from previous years. 

PHASE II construction should be starting within the next 
two months. This will include: a 100-site camping area, 4 
comfort stations, a camp store, recreation building, app. 4 
rest stations, 6 shelters, 1 residence, a swimming area and 
pavilion, a 50-slip marina, and park office. Hopefully, these 
facilities will be ready for use in late 1980 or early 1981. 

As more facilities are opened to public use, park visitation 
will, hopefully, increase accordingly. We are all looking 
forward to a productive winter and to the summer season of 
1980. 

BOB PARRISH 
Superintendent 

GREENWOOD STATE PARK — The summer season 
was busy, but the fall has brought a quietness and serenity 
that is matchless. The peacefulness of the lake with the 
reflections of fall hues have made Greenwood a beautiful 
place to spend the lazy fall days. 

We have had a variety of campers this fall from various 
sections of the country. They all seem to agree that the S. C. 
state parks are as a whole, superior to those of other states. 
We recently had a doctor and his wife spend a couple of 
nights at the park. From Utah, they were traveling through 
the U.S. on bicycles and logged their 5000th mile of touring 
as they came into the park! They had already been traveling 
for four months and were on their way to Miami as they left 
the park. 

We would like to congratulate Ranger Chris Hightower 
on his promotion to PMA at Cheraw. We are also pleased to 
have Ranger Mike Burden and his wife Nancy join us at 
Greenwood as the Ranger II. They are originally from 
Laurens County so they feel right at home here. 

All the children (both young and old) are anxiously 
awaiting the coming holiday season. We plan to take a little 
time off before we jump back on our work program. 

If any of you are in the area please stop by and see us. 
Everyone have a safe and happy holiday season! 

JOE L. HAMBRIGHT, JR. 
Superintendent 

HAMILTON BRANCH STATE PARK — The park has 
been an attraction for many out-of-staters this fall. Some 
campers who visited the park last year brought friends with 
them this year. The park seems to be a stopping place for 
campers who are traveling to or from Florida. 

Hunting season opened up in October and the deer 
hunters brought their bows and arrows, muskets, and rifles, 
in hopes of taking home a prize buck. Just like fishing, deer 
hunting takes a little patience, knowledge of the sport, and 
determination. The ultimate goal is putting meat on the table 
and a rack on the wall. For those who have never eaten 
venison, or maybe those who would like to try a new recipe, 
here's one of our favorites: 

Crabapple Venison Roast 

5-6 lb. leg of venison 
Zi to % lb. salt pork 
Salt 
Fresh ground pepper 
!4 cup orange juice 
2 T. lemon juice 
!4 T. allspice 

Glaze: 

2 T. melted butter 
2 T. orange juice 
'/4 cup crabapple jelly 
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Season roast with salt and pepper. Tie with cooking twine 
and cover with salt pork. Sear meat in preheated 450 
degree oven 15 minutes. Reduce heat to 350 degrees and 
cook meat covered 15 minutes per pound. Baste frequently 
with a blend of juices and allspice. Thirty minutes before 
roast is done, remove salt pork. Brush meat with glaze 
and continue roasting uncovered until done. 

I hope you will enjoy this recipe, if you try it. No matter 
how you prepare venison, it is delicious. 

Everyone here at Hamilton Branch would like to wish you 
a good and safe year ahead and a very Merry Christmas. 

STEVEN R. EDISON 
Superintendent 

HICKORY KNOB STATE RESORT PARK — Hickory 
Knob, named for its hickory nut trees, will soon be changing 
it's name to Rock Knob. The Rangers have dish-pan hands to 
prove it! With all the new rock work and triangles of 
shrubbery, Hickory Knob has a new face but you will still 
recognize it by the same smiling faces. We are looking 
forward to adding some new ones to our Park Family. Mike 
Davidson's new bride, Patricia, will be joining us in 
December. Roger and Freda Ardis will have the patter of 
little feet around their house about March. 

If you see a big smile on Betty Youngs' face, it's because 
she is now the World s Champion Clogger! She and husband 
Pete won the world championship title October 20th at 
Fontana Dam, N. C. Next stop is Plains, Georgia on 
November 24th to the Peanut Festival to dance for the 
President. Betty had promised Mike to dance at his wedding, 
only she didn t tell him she would be in Plains, Georgia 
instead of Easley, South Carolina! 

Robert is still trying to keep up with Ted on the deer 
hunting. Don't worry, Robert, you are getting there on time. 
Ted just doesn't go to bed. "He sits there all night and catches 
them before they have their morning coffee". 

Don says, "all the fish have died and gone to Heaven." 
Hang in there Don, there is always a chance some of them 
didn't get in. 

Hickory Knob has been an array of colors with the 
changing of the leaves. The best part of the day is the 
beautiful drive down to the Lodge each morning. When all 
the leaves have fallen, I know it's time for Thomas to get the 
chimney ready for Saint Nicholas. 

Happy Holidays to everyone and if you get a chance, 
drop by for a cup of coffee and a very warm welcome. 

BERNICE HOLLOWAY 
Accounting Clerk 

KINGS MOUNTAIN STATE PARK — The autumn 
season has been extremely beautiful this year. Along with the 
changes in the leaves and the temperature, we have noticed 
the changes in our camping attendance. As normal for this 
time of year, only a few weekend and passing-through 
campers occupy our sites. A welcome change coming with the 
autumn season is the return of the Y.A.A.C.'s. We appreciate 
the effort and work of these young people. They continue to 
be a valuable asset to our park program. Without them, 
many jobs would remain undone. 

I would like to report on another successful Pioneer Days 
and Muzzle Loaders Conclave. Even with some inclement 
weather, attendance was better than ever. It seems that this 
event has become a special treat for the people in this area. 
Dan Turpin and the program section did an excellent job of 
coordinating the games, crafts, demonstrations, and the folk 
music festival. It would be impossible to name all the people 
who were involved with this year's Pioneer Days, but my 
thanks go out to all who helped us make this event a success. 

I would like to welcome a new addition to our staff. Cliff 
Epps has joined us as Ranger I replacing Mike Burden, who 
moved to Greenwood as Ranger II. Cliff who comes from 
Columbia, is new with the park system. We wish him success 
with his new job. 

Words can't express my appreciation to the staff at Kings 
Mountain. These men and women have devoted long hours 
and hard work to getting the park in shape, especially for the 
Pioneer Days. It is a good feeling to know you have a crew 
that tries to do everything that is asked of them. 

With the approach of the holiday season, we at Kings 
Mountain would like to extend to the park staff our wishes 
for a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

LEW CATO 
Superintendent 

LANDSFORD CANAL STATE PARK — Now that the 
summer season is behind us, we are looking forward to a 
busy winter getting the park ready for another year. 
Although we've had a fairly good summer, visitors were 
somewhat fewer compared to last summer. Due to the rising 
cost of fuel and fuel shortages, travelers were staying at home 
more. But the ones that did come enjoyed their visits here. 
Many asked about additional facilities and we explained to 
them that we would possibly have more by next year. We 
also had a couple to get married on the park in September. 
We didn't realize there was a wedding until the couple's car 
broke down at the park entrance when they were leaving. But 
we got their car started and sent them on their way. 

We were very fortunate at Landsford during the recent 
storm that hit the coast. Even though we weren't hit as hard 
as some of the coastal parks, we did get quite a bit of wind 
damage. Most of the damage was uprooted trees and broken 
limbs. We were lucky that it wasn't worse. It took us about a 
week to get the park back to normal. 
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Now that fall is here, we have been busy raking leaves. 
Fall is also the season for deer hunters, and we are having 
our share of them. Most of them are hunting on the land 
connected to the park, but there are instances when one will 
try to sneak on the park. 1 just hope that everyone will have 
good and safe hunting. 

If you're in the Landsford area, come by and visit. 

DONALD ONEPPO 
Ranger 

SESQUICENTENNIAL STATE PARK — Spring sprung. 
Summer sizzled, Fall fell, the Winter work program is under 
way and Winter itself is just around the corner. I love the 
atmosphere at this time of year: the anticipation of the 
approaching Thanksgiving and Christmas Holidays; the 
rustle of falling leaves on bright clear days. Joggers and 
hikers are bustling around our firebreaks and fitness trails. 
Cross country track teams train daily and compete weekly 
over a 3.2 mile course. We had a state-wide meet recently, 
and in addition to the boys teams, fifteen girls' teams 
participated. 

The weather is just right for our campers to really enjoy a 
campfire. As I check the park in the evening I see many 
sitting up, almost until midnight, sipping coffee and talking 
of their camping experiences all over the nation. 

The year 1979 has been a good one. We had fewer 
visitors, less litter and vandalism, more revenue and our first 
grandson. We hope '79 was good for you and that '80 will be 
even better. 

We had a traffic jam the week-end before Labor Day like 
I hope to never see again. A radio station with a pretty strong 
signal invited their listeners to a "Fun in the Park Day" at 
Sesqui. The disc jockeys set up a PA system and had 
thousands of people swinging and swaying. Cars double 
parked, blocking others wanting to leave. Police ordered some 
carstowed to free others. Owners of cars towed away were 
infuriated, threatened to sue me, the Park system and the tow 
truck owners. We stopped traffic entering the park at 4 PM. 
It took the highway patrol, County police, Security guards 
and park staff until 10 PM to get the mess cleared up and get 
the gates locked. Many people parked on the median and 
shoulders of US #1 and walked into the park. 

Our wastewater plant gave us some problems when the 
additional load from the YACA facility was placed on it. 
With the help of Freddie Parkman and Joe Barron, the 
situation was controlled. One improvement was converting 
the plant from chlorine gas cylinders to chlorine tablets. In 
addition to simplicity, I think the interest of safety has been 
served. 

I sincerely appreciate the excellent support and teamwork 
by Gus Krajcik, Rod Corley and Ray Canada. The many 
complimentary comments concerning Sesqui are earned and 
well deserved by these men. Also a special thanks to Freddie 
Parkman for his eveready assistance and availability when 
needed. 

From the Sesqui Staff to everyone in PRT. 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!!!!! 

JIM MEADORS 
Superintendent 

Winter 1979 

Junior Campbell, Maintenance Supervisor at Service & 
Supply, puts the finishing touches on an entrance building to 
be located at Hunting Island. 

CAMPING NOW AVAILABLE 
AT DREHER ISLAND 

A thirty-site family camping area at Dreher Island 
State Park is now available for use. Other facilities at 
the Lake Murray park include a picnic area and a store 
with fishing supplies, restrooms, concession items and 
gas for boats. 

All sites have individual water and electrical 
hookups, picnic tables and grills and a dump station is 
located near the entrance. In addition, a comfort 
station offers the usual toilet and shower facilities for 
the use of campers. 

Sites at Dreher Island cost $5 per site per night, 
including sales tax. This same rate is in effect year-
round at all inland South Carolina state parks. 

The 340-acre state park encompasses a large island 
and two smaller ones and has a shoreline of more than 
12 miles. 
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New Employees 
Daniel Brown Ranger 1 Santee 
James M. Brown Groundskeeper Charles Towne Landing 
Clarence P. Bulla Canteen Operator 1 Santee 
Wilbur Epps Ranger I Kings Mountain 
Danny Hughes Ranger 1 Table Rock 
Milford Lowery Ranger 1 Sadlers Creek 
Mary E. McCoy Information Clerk Charles Towne Landing 
Michael Pettigrew Ranger I Table Rock 
Danny Rish Ranger 1 Dreher Island 
Kenneth Rising Ranger 1 Andrew Jackson 
Furniss Rogers Ranger 1 Edisto Beach 
Valerie Way Secretary 1 Service & Supply Center 
James A. Wooldridge Ranger 1 Lee 
Susan Wright Key Entry Operator Service & Supply Center 
Dusty Young Ranger 1 Caesars Head 

Promotions & Transfers 
Name 

Jerry Bellamy 

Michael Burden 

Chris Hightower 

James B. King 

Joseph LaFerte 

Gerard Perry 

Robert Sullivan 

From 

Ranger 1, Poinsett 

Ranger 1, Kings Mountain 

Ranger 2, Greenwood 

To 
Ranger 2, Table Rock 

Ranger 2, Greenwood 

PMA, Cheraw 
Administrative Assistant 2, Service & Supply Center Chief of Merchandising 
PMA, Hunting Island 

Ranger 1, Edisto Beach 

PMA, Cheraw 

Superintendent 1, Woods Bay 

PMA, Hunting Island 

Assistant Superintendent, Table Rock 

Rita Avinger 

James M. Brown 

Kasandra Doughty 

Donald Ferguson 

George Kanellos 

Resignations 
Magdeline Kordonis 

Michael Kyzer 

Harold Lynch 

Kay McCoy 

Mary Jo Price 

James R. Rabon 

Laura Seithel 

Harry Shuler 

Judy Taylor 

Arthur Vick 
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Thoughts at Christmas 
It would be easy to look around us and say, using 

the well-worn phrase, that "we are living in troubled 
times." Within and outside our borders, many troubles 
beset us. However, this holiday season is one for 
optimism and positive thinking as we ink the final 
phrases in the book of 1979 and prepare to write a 
preface for our book of 1980. 

As a nation, we seem to be moving from a world of 
materialism to one where life's experiences are more 
highly prized. Families seem to be enjoying more 
activities together, and I view both of these trends as 
being very positive. My message to you at this holiday 
season is not an original one, but expresses my 
sentiments exactly. Printed in the Christian Herald, it 
is as follows: 

"How intangible and indescribable is the spirit of 
Christmas! ... It is something far deeper than mere 
gift-giving and all the spontaneous joy and gaiety that 
goes with the season. It expresses itself in the very 
spirit with which it draws people together. It weaves 
itself into a golden cord that binds us all into a spirit 
that has been called for centuries "goodwill toward 
men" . . . The story of the Babe in the manger, the star 
of Bethlehem, the three Wise Men is old but ever new. 
One cannot think of it without being struck with the 
rare beauty and simplicity of it all. Yet there is a 
tendency to overlook the deep religious significance of 
Christ's birth . . . Christmas is not just a time for 
festivity and merrymaking. It is more than that. It is a 
time for the contemplation of eternal things . . . The 
Christmas spirit is a spirit of giving and forgiving . . . 

How can we expect our children to know and 
experience the joy of giving unless we teach them that 
the greater pleasure in life lies in the art of giving rather 
than receiving . . . We cannot very well tell the art of 
giving unless we practice it . . . But to give with the 
thought of getting will not help matters, for then giving 
becomes a matter of bookkeeping . . . We should 
make the Yuletide season an occasion not merely for 
the giving of material things but an occasion for the 
giving of that which counts infinitely more . . . the 
giving of self. We are our brother's keeper. Let us keep 
this truth in mind. Let us ever extend peace and 
goodwill to men." 

There is an old Irish toast to the New Year and I'd 
like to propose it now: 

May you have . . . 
Enough happiness to keep you sweet . . . 
Enough trials to keep you strong . . . 
Enough sorrow to keep you human . . . 
Enough hope to keep you happy . . . 
Enough failure to keep you humble . . . 
Enough success to keep you eager . . . 
Enough friends to give you comfort . . . 
Enough wealth to meet your needs . . . 
Enough enthusiasm to look forward . . . 
Enough faith to banish depression . . . 
Enough determination to make each day 
better than yesterday. 

Best wishes for the New Year! 

DANA L. SAWYER 
Editor 
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