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Trent the Tifectof 

If ever there was a summer that we began with our 
fingers crossed, this is it! Scattered reports concerning 
the effects of the ever-increasing cost of living and 
gasoline and the prospect of short gasoline supplies 
are inconclusive. The more we hear, the less we seem 
to know about the present situation and its possible 
effect upon our attendance and revenue this summer. 

If ever there was a time that we need to create 
goodwill and develop repeat customers, this is it! 
People that have either an extremely good or bad 
experience are the ones that tell everyone that they 
meet about it. You can read some good examples of 
letters from park visitors elsewhere in this issue. 
Money cannot buy this kind of goodwill. However, 
your good work, positive attitude and friendly smile 
can! 

It will be interesting to look back upon the summer 
season of 1979 and see how we measured up in terms 
of visitation, usage of facilities and revenue. For the 
moment, we need to learn to read signs and signals 
like the Indians did during the early days of this 
country. 

Two of our superintendents . . . Barnwell's Bea 
Ross and Kings Mountain's Lee Jordan . . . have 
recently announced their retirement plans. They have 
contributed much to the progress of our state park 
system, and we wish them well in their retirement 
years. We ask that they keep in touch with us and let 
us know what they are doing. Former District I 
Superintendent Norman Cooler did the cooking at our 
recent Senior Citizens' Saltwater Fishing Tournament, 
and it was obvious that he has lost none of his 
expertise in that department! 

I have spent a lot of time out in the parks recently, 
including a week at Hunting Island. Vandalism, littering 
and other problems will continue to plague us, but we 
must try to meet them with a clear head and a friendly 
smile. Put yourself in the place of the park visitor, drive 
through the gate and take a look around. You might 
be surprised at the results! Can you find the various 
areas and facilities easily? Are litter containers where 
you need them? Do you find things that are hazardous 
or unsafe? 

Your success this summer could depend upon your 
point of view. Rather than thinking of it as a three-
month season of problems, think of it as an 
opportunity to win over an endless number of repeat 
customers for our state park system! We want every 
state park visitor that drives through your gate a 
person that will be planning his or her next visit as they 
leave for home. 

Have a good summer! I'll be looking forward to 
seeing each one of you at your park! 

Ra-I no. 
RAY M. SISK, Director 
Division of State Parks 



Spillway at "Barrrtvell State Park. Photo by SaVvyer 



. . .  " I  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  v i s i t i n g  W o o d s  B a y  
State Park near Turbeville with my daughter's Girl 
Scout troop. 1 wanted you to know that we were not 
only very impressed with the natural beauty of the 
park but also with the hospitality and assistance we 
received from your park superintendent, Mr. Leroy 
Atkinson. Although the park is not yet fully equipped, 
Mr. Atkinson went out of his way to make the visit an 
enjoyable and educational one for the Girl Scout 
troop. Thanks to people like him, your department 
continues to do an excellent job and enhances the 
already good reputation of your department . . ." 

Mr. Philip G. Grose, Jr. 
State Reorganization Commission 

. . . "My friend, Bert Flowers, Jr. and I had the 
pleasure of going on your Department's first canoe 
excursion late last week. We thoroughly enjoyed the 
trip and trust you will arrange other similar outings in 
the future. Both of us would like to commend your staff 
for the fine job they did in arranging and handling this 
trip. Everything was well planned and well managed, 
and, so far as 1 could see, there were no problems of 
any kind. This is quite an accomplishment in a brand 
new adventure and both Bert and 1 felt you should 
know what a good job your personnel had done." 

Mr. Paul A. Sansbury 
Attorney; Darlington 

. . . "The primary purpose of my participating in 
the Edisto River Canoe Trip was to "check out" the 
PRT sponsored trips to see whether the over 1,000 
members of the Sierra Club in South Carolina should 
be encouraged to participate, although we are very 
aware that most of your programs are virtual sell-outs. 
I could not be more impressed by the professionalism 
of your staff in every aspect of the conduct of the trip 
from the preliminary trip information through to the 
insuring that everyone had all their equipment and had 
been wished a safe trip home at the journey's end. 

. . . "The following members of your staff should be 
highly commended for their job performance and the 
vital public relations impact that they had on all of us 
who participated: Mr. Charles Harrison, Mr. John Reid 
Clonts, Mr. Marion Edmonds, Mr. Mike Foley, Mr. 
Glen Farr, and Mr. Dan Turpin. . . . Your department 
and staff are contributing immeasurably to the 
enjoyment of the State of South Carolina by South 
Carolinians. Please continue in the tradition evidenced 
by this recreational outing and rest assured that I will 
see that many others are aware of your fine 
performance and services to the people of this state." 

Mr. Lawrence M. Mayland 
Chair of the Upcountry Group 
S. C. Chapter of the Sierra Club 

. . .  " I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
compliment your Marshall West, Superintendent at the 
Poinsett State Park. Mr. West and his staff run one of 
the finest facilities I have had the pleasure of staying in. 
He seems to take a pride in his facility and in the well-
being of the guests there. He is very accommodating 
and seems to go out of his way to be helpful." 

Mr. Donald L. Starnes 
Senior Customer Service Agent 
Delta Air Lines 
Charlotte, N. C. 
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ARK sh >1SALITIES 

DISTRICT I 
WILLIAM FOWLER, Groundskeeper 

Colleton State Park 

DISTRICT II 
LEROY ATKINSON, Superintendent 

Woods Bay State Park 

DISTRICT III 
EDWARD G. YORK, Ranger 

Table Rock State Park 

DISTRICT IV 
CHARLES SLOAN, Ranger 
Hamilton Branch State Park 

BILL FOWLER — Bill is a native of Hartford, Alabama, where 
he grew up on a farm with one brother and two sisters. His father is 
deceased, and his mother is living in Florida. Bill left school after the 
seventh grade to help his dad on their 100-acre farm, where they 
raised corn and cotton. "Our only tractors were mules," Bill recalled. 
Anyway, he stayed on the farm and worked until 1948, when he 
joined the Army. Assigned to an Infantry unit, he was shipped to 
Pearl Harbor in 1949. The war ended while his unit was at sea 
heading towards a battle area. "That was a proud day!" he said. 

Bill re-enlisted in the Army and stayed in a total of four years, 
spending the remainder of his duty at Fort Jackson. He returned to 
Florida, where he farmed for two years, then worked for nine years 
with the Florida Forestry Service as a County Ranger with 
responsibility for five crews. Bill's next move was to Charleston, 
South Carolina, where he was a truck driver for Central Motor 
Lines. Bill made local deliveries for Central for fourteen years, at 
which time the company went out of business. 

The next five months Bill was unemployed, so he calls it a 
"vacation!" Anyway, Bill camped a lot at Rivers Bridge, and had 
discussed with Superintendent Jerry Price the possibilities of 
employment with the South Carolina state park system. He applied, 
and two weeks later District Superintendent Cooler told him to report 
to work! He stayed at Colleton from September 1976 to February 1977, 
when the lure of the open road beckoned him back into truck 
driving, this time for R. C. Motor Lines. Three months later the 
company went out of business, and Bill was beginning to wonder if 
he was a curse on the trucking industry! 

Back to Colleton came Bill in June of 1977, where he has been 
"happily ever after!" Bill's wife, Evelyn is from near Walterboro. Her 
former husband being deceased, she has three children from her 
previous marriage, all up and grown. Bill has four children, three 
daughters and a son, also from a previous marriage and also 
grown and living elsewhere. Bill and Evelyn live out in the country 
near Walterboro at a place called Bells, but Bill stays in their camper 
at the park when he is pulling night duty. His wife enjoys growing 
roses, canning and making jellies. They both enjoy camping, and 
used to camp every other weekend during the summer months. One 
of their favorite camping spots is at Rivers Bridge State Park. They 
also enjoy the North Carolina mountains and want to go back there 
soon. (Be sure to take a look at South Carolina's mountains on the 
way, Bill! Ed.) 

Retirement is some nine years away for Bill, but he and Evelyn 
have plans to buy a small motor home and hit the open road for 
some serious touring of the country. Bill says that camping usage at 
Colleton is about even with last year. Many local campers enjoy 
combining camping and fishing while at Colleton. Directional signs 
on 1-95 are bringing more campers to the park, including six families 
the night before this interview was made! One family, a man and wife 
with seven small children in a motor home, had stopped at a nearby 
commercial campground. Their total camping fee for one night, 
including extra charges for the children, would have been $13.50! 
"The fellow told the campground owner that he didn't want to buy 
the campground, just stay for one night!" Bill said. As you probably 
have figured out by now, that family stayed at Colleton instead! 

Bill enjoys smaller parks, and seems content right there at 
Colleton. His wife accuses him of being the biggest gossiper around, 
so don't tell him anything that you don't want everyone for miles 
around to know! 
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ROY ATKINSON — Roy hails from nearby Darlington, where 
his parents still live. His father is retired, having worked at 
Hartsville's Sonoco paper mill. He has a brother living in Orangeburg 
and a sister living at home in Darlington. His mother is cafeteria 
manager of St. John's High School in Darlington. 

Roy graduated from high school in 1972, where his extra
curricular activities included playing trumpet and French horn in the 
band. He had worked part-time at the local Winn-Dixie store while 
going to school, and went with them full-time after graduation. After 
working there for one year as a stock clerk and produce clerk, Roy 
worked for one year with a local pulpwood and paper company. 

His next move was to the park system when he accepted a job as 
ranger at Landsford Canal in May of 1974. After staying at 
Landsford Canal as a Ranger I for sixteen months, Roy transferred 
to Poinsett, where he worked for almost two years as a Ranger II. 
He will have been at Woods Bay two years this August as 
superintendent. His wife Wendy is from Society Hill; they met back 
in school, and will be married seven years in August. The Atkinsons 
have a daughter, Katie, who is one year old and Wendy is expecting 
in October. 

Roy's hobbies include canoeing, backpacking, playing the guitar, 
driving his four-wheel-drive rig and target shooting with his .22 rifle 
and .45 pistol. Wendy enjoys sewing, reading and keeping within 
sight of Katie! They both enjoy tent camping and have already 
traveled to many other sections of South Carolina. A borrowed pop
up camper has also been their "home away from home." They have 
visited Gatlinburg once and the mountains several times. Another 
pasttime for Roy and Wendy is attending local high school football 
and basketball games. They hope to visit Florida in the near future, 
plus relatives in Pennsylvania and New Jersey. 

Roy enjoyed canoeing at Landsford, and liked the local people in 
that area. He found the campers at Poinsett very pleasant to deal 
with, and has received excellent cooperation from local people living 
in the area near Woods Bay. "Farmers near the park have lent me 
their tractors, backhoes and done such good deeds as pulling up 
large stumps," Roy said. 

Directional signs to Woods Bay on nearby highways have helped 
to increase park visitation, Roy says. "In addition to a lot of local 
people, we are getting more travelers off the interstate," Roy said. 
Facilities or equipment most requested by visitors include a camping 
area, recreational facilities, playground equipment and rental canoes. 

EDWARD G. "CHIP" YORK — Chip is from Pendleton, where 
he grew up and attended school. He has an older sister who is 
working in Greenville as an optometric technician. Chip graduated 
from Pendleton High School in 1974, where he lettered four years in 
four varsity sports; baseball, track, football and basketball! He 
attended Tri-County TEC for two years, where he received an 
Associate Degree in Biology, then transferred to Criminal Justice for 
one semester. His father, Guy York, is Head of the Industrial 
Electronics Department at Tri-County TEC. His parents still live in 
Pendleton. 

Chip worked at the Singer plant in Anderson for two years in the 
Receiving Department, then accepted a job as Ranger I at Table 
Rock in July in 1978. Chip is a friend of Hickory Knob 
Superintendent Ted Williams, who was assistant football coach at 
Pendleton High School and a former student at Pendleton. Last year 
Chip's family celebrated his 22nd birthday with a big get-together at 
Hickory Knob State Resort Park. Chip's wife, Sandy is from 
Alabama, but they met at J. C. Penney's in Anderson, where she 
used to work. Chip and Sandy have a brand new son, Joshua Guy, 
born April 1 of this year. 

Chip's hobbies include biology, which fascinates him, hunting (he 
killed a ten-point buck this year which field-dressed at 185 pounds), 
dove and quail hunting (he has a ten-month old English setter), bass 
fishing in Lake Hartwell and the Clark Hill Reservoir (he has fished in 
a few bass tournaments), trap and skeet shooting (he has his own re-
loader), plus league Softball and basketball in Anderson (from which 
he has recently retired!) Sandy enjoys sewing and likes the outdoors 
in general. Both of them like to water ski and dance. Sandy will be 
going back to work June first as Admissions Clerk at Tri-Gounty 
TEC. 

Chip says that the staff at Table Rock is a "great bunch to work 
with!" He enjoyed the Maintenance School at Sesqui, and the 
opportunity to meet personnel from other state parks. He has visited 
many South Carolina state parks, and he and Sandy want to make 
the rounds of others in the near future. Chip says that a lot of 
Florida visitors camp or stay in cabins at Table Rock while they look 
for real estate in the area. "People from the coast want a change of 
scenery by visiting the mountains," he asserted. He was quick to add 
that the reverse is also true, as folks from the mountains seem to 
flock to the beaches! 
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Chip runs a lot to stay in shape. He obviously enjoys park work, 
and thinks that "the name of the game is hustle!" He has done a lot 
of residential wiring with his father, and is learning about carpentry 
and plumbing through experience at Table Rock and from hi.' recent 
attendance at PRT's maintenance school. 

I left him on the roof of the concession building at Table Rock, a 
paint brush in one hand and a big smile on his face! For all I know, 
he may still be up there! 

CHARLES SLOAN — Charles grew up in Spartanburg County 
near Woodruff, His father, who was a small businessman, is 
deceased, while his mother still lives there. Charles has one brother 
and two sisters. He attended Woodruff High School, worked on the 
farm for one year, then enlisted in the Air Force on October 23, 1951 
(the same day that I enlisted in the Air Force! Ed.). His specialty was 
communications, and he spent two years in Anchorage, Alaska, then 
was transferred to Donaldson AFB, Greenville, where he was 
released in 1955. 

Charles' wife, Betty, is also from the Woodruff area; they were 
married in 1955. Charles worked for a Spartanburg life insurance 
company for l'/2 years, then for Foremost Milk Company for one 
year. He decided to return to military service, and in March of 1958 
he enlisted in the Navy (because the Air Force had a waiting list!) 
This time Charles became a torpedoman and learned all about 
weapon systems. His hitch in the Navy lasted until he retired in 
March of 1974. During that time he had several long cruises and one 
period of foreign shore duty in Sicily. He passed the G.E.D. test and 
received his high school diploma while in the Air Force. 

Charles and Betty have three children, two sons and one 
daughter. Charles F. Sloan, Jr., 24, is in the Air Force. Steven, 19, is 
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enrolled in the Criminal Justice curriculum at Greenwood TEC, 
while Kimberly, 15, is a student at Long Cane Academy. 

The Sloans have lived all up and down the East coast, but 
enjoyed Key West best of all. Charles enjoys fishing, hunting for deer 
and birds, boating and riding his trail bike. Betty, who works as a 
clerk at a nearby hardware store in Modoc, likes to crochet and 
work with flowers. (Read Superintendent Edison's park report for a 
description of the lovely flowers in the Sloan's yard! Ed.) Both 
Charles and Betty enjoy boating, picnicking and fishing together. 

After Charles left the Navy, he enrolled in the Industrial 
Electronics course at Greenville TEC while looking for work. He 
talked to Croft State Park Superintendent about park work, and that 
led to his applying and accepting a job as Ranger I at Sesqui. Charles 
stayed at Sesqui from April 1974 to May 1975, and enjoyed it very 
much. "They don't come any better than Jim Meadors and Gus 
Krajcik," Charles emphasized. The Sloans have been at Hamilton 
Branch since leaving Sesqui, and have made themselves right at 
home. They have visited many other South Carolina state parks, 
and this fall they are planning a trip to visit Charles, Jr. and his wife 
in Abilene, Texas. 

Charles would like to see some playground equipment added to 
the park. Vandalism at the park seems to be on the increase, 
particularly in day use areas. "This park is so large and spread out 
that it's difficult to patrol regularly," Charles said. He wonders if a 
parking fee similar to that charged at Myrtle Beach would help to 
control some of the day use. Requests from camping clubs has been 
increasing lately, with most clubs coming from nearby Aiken and 
Augusta. 

Charles had some sound advice for those that think the grass is 
greener on the other side of the fence. "When I get down in the 
dumps, I think about all the fringe benefits I receive in addition to my 
salary (home, uniforms, utilities) and I realize that I'm doing just 
fine," he said. Yes, the grass often does look greener until you get 
over on the other side and look back, only to discover that it was 
greener where you just left! Former state park personnel have often 
verified this! 

Park Lites 



Spring Program Highlights . .. 

Special programs at South Caro
lina state parks are enjoying in
creasing popularity. An ongoing ef
fort of the State Park Division's 
Program Section, these programs are 
an invaluable "sales tool" in at
tracting visitors to state parks in the 
Palmetto State. 

The "Edisto River Canoe Trip," 
held March 22-23, was attended by 
forty persons. The program, de
signed for a limited number of 
participants, was booked well in 
advance of the scheduled date. The 
two-day trip included an overnight 
campout and canoeing instruction. 
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Children's activities included 
an alligator hike, nature crafts, 
folklore and legends, beach
combing and a crabbing trip. 

Sweetgrass basket weaving 
— Annabelle Ellis, instructor. 

More than four hundred adults and 
children participated in twenty ses
sions at the "Low Country Life
styles" program held March 30, 31 
and April 1 at Huntington Beach 
State Park. Adults, including children 
13 and older, selected eight different 
activities. A separate schedule of 
activities was provided for children 
6-12 years old. The 128-site camping 
area was filled that weekend, with 
others staying at nearby motels and 
commercial campgrounds. In sum
mary, it was one of our most suc
cessful programs! 

Low Country culinary de
lights are explored during the 
Seafood Cookery session. 

Blocks of wood are transformed into ducks 
during the woodcarving session. 

Take it from these young
sters; playing under a para
chute is lots of fun! 
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Wildflower Weekends in April at
tracted more than seven hundred 
persons to twenty field trips, ten to 
the lowlands on April 7-8 and ten to 
the highlands on April 21-22. Twenty-
four of the state's finest botanists 
and naturalists led these wildflower 
excursions to selected state parks 
and other significant natural areas. 

Nearly one hundred persons took 
part in the Senior Citizens' Saltwater 
Fishing Tournament, held May 22-24 
at Myrtle Beach State Park. The 
event was concluded with an awards 
presentation and fish fry Thursday 
evening, with former District Super
intendent Norman Cooler displaying 
his usual skill with the frying pan! 
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A small but dedicated group attended "Woods Bay 
Weekend," held May 5-6 at Woods Bay State Park. Canoe 
trips, primitive camping and nature walks along the boardwalk 
were included in the weekend's activities. 

A two-day orientation for summer program personnel was 
held in late May at Sesquicentennial State Park. Seventeen 
persons are working at eleven state parks this summer to 
provide daily nature and recreation activities. Craft and game 
ideas developed here will be entertaining youngsters (and 
adults, too!) at many of our state parks. 

Some sixty persons learned about 
the techniques of car camping at a 
workshop held May 8 at Sesqui
centennial State Park near Colum
bia. Naturalist John Reid Clonts and 
Recreator Charles Harrison are dis
cussing the uses of various types of 
camping gear and equipment. 

Cliff Smith, a veteran tent camper 
from Blackwell, Oklahoma, tells about 
the use of a motorcycle for cross
country tent camping. Smith, an 
Ambassador with the BMW Motor
cycle Owners of America and a 
regional director with the Brother
hood of Motorcycle Campers, came 
from Oklahoma at his own expense 
at the request of PRT staffer Dana 
Sawyer to assist with the workshop. 
Thanks, Cliff; we really appreciated 
your help! 
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District I 

I think we all are happiest when we're busy. Some might 
say that depends on what we're busy doing! Well the parks in 
District I have been busy in the past few months doing just 
about anything. It gives me a good feeling to work with so 
many people who enjoy their work. Below is a short 
summary of some of the work in progress. 

Colleton — Glenn Farr and Bill Fowler are in the process 
of completing the work on the picnic area in the 
campground. The shelter will be screened for the first time, 
which will be a big asset during mosquito season. 

Charles Towne Landing — The entire crew at CTL 
should be commended on the way they pitched in to help 
clean up ice storm damage in March. The Landing was the 
hardest hit park in the district and it took a lot of effort and 
work to clear up the mess. Thanks also to Mr. Sisk for 
sending the construction crew to help. The new bird of prey 
aviary has been dedicated and is a big asset to the animal 
forest. 

Edisto Beach — Thanks to Jo Claire Hanvey, the Kings 
Mountain nursery crew and others, Edisto has taken on a 
new look. Over 800 plants were delivered and have been 
planted by the park crew. Jo Claire was responsible for 
selecting the best location for the registration building as well 
as laying out a new traffic flow which will help divert 
campers from the already crowded day use area. The park 
crew has done a good job in implementing Jo's plans. 

Givhans Ferry — The renovation work on cabin #5 is 
coming to an end and it's sure to have increased occupancy 
with the added bedroom, tiled shower, paneled walls, new 
kitchen and more. I appreciate the work of the maintenance 
crew, especially Wayne Schumpert and T. M. Shuler who 
jumped in to complete the project. Superintendent John 
Holloway and Ranger Jones showed their skills in keeping 
the project going between maintenance crew visits. 

Hampton Plantation — Since Groundskeeper Alston has 
moved into the trailer residence, Bud and Will have been in 
the process of tearing down the old residence near the 
mansion. All the used materials of worth are being salvaged 
and stacked for later use. 

Hunting Island — Painting of the carpet golf course and 
game room have really livened up the day use area. 
Campground sign repair and painting as well as many 
building repair jobs have been completed. High tides and 
erosion created a lot of undesirable work in cleaning debris 
from fallen trees, etc. (For more on erosion, see Hunting 
Island's article.) 

Huntington Beach — I've heard nothing but favorable 
comments from anyone who attended the recent Low 
Country Lifestyles Seminar at Huntington. Hats off to Bob 
Papenfus and the Programs Section as well as the park crew 
for planning and putting on such a successful program. 
Thanks again to Jo Hanvey and Kings Mountain for the 
beautiful planting and design and shrubbery used around 
Atalaya. Superintendent Stickles and crew took much pride 
in planting the area. 

Myrtle Beach — I scream, you scream, we all scream for 
Ice Cream! It's available at the new Myrtle Beach 
combination game room and ice cream parlor. It is located 
right on the beach. With support from the Merchandising 
and Engineering sections in Columbia, the park crew has 
converted the drab old game room into an eye catching 
combo of Ice Cream parlor and Game Room. Sixteen flavors 
are available which should include your favorite as well as 
mine. The pier work has been completed and the new 
stainless steel sinks make a nice addition for the fishermen. 
Thanks to Andrew Kennedy and Jim Work for their help on 
several park projects. I think all the men on the park crew 
both appreciated and enjoyed working with the YACC crews 
this spring and look forward to their return. Another 
welcome addition was the completion of the renovated 
shower and rest room. This building is already being heavily 
used. 

Old Dorchester — Superintendent Gordon and Ranger 
Ed Frasier have been busy working on many minor projects. 
They have completed building the back porch on the trailer 
residence, installed signs and completed work on nature trail. 

Rivers Bridge — Jerry Price and Ranger Arthur Vick 
have been working to prepare the bathhouse and pool for the 
June 1 opening date. The exterior of the bathhouse has been 
painted and much of the plumbing redone. Park signs have 
also been painted. 

I wish all of you a happy, healthy summer season. 

LARRY W. DUNCAN 
District I Superintendent 
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CHARLES TOWNE LANDING — Last year at this 
time, I reported a Landing first — our two bison cows had 
given birth to two calves within one week of each other. They 
did one better this May; two 100-pound babies were again 
born to the two cows within a day of each other! As with all 
herding animals, the newborns were running with their 
mothers within thirty minutes of birth. Because the cows are 
characteristically protective of their young, we have not yet 
been able to determine their sex, but the calves are visible at 
their mothers' sides in the bison habitat. Bison normally 
reproduce every other year, but because we transfer our 
calves to zoos or bison ranges after six or eight months, these 
bison cows have been reproducing every year. 

More newborns are expected this summer including 
raccoons, elk, foxes and turkeys. Families visiting this 
summer can combine visits to the Animal Forest to see the 
newborns with Wednesday afternoon showings of wildlife 
and nature films in the theatre. 

Two new animals have been added to the park outside of 
the Animal Forest. Sally and Crackers reside in their own 
corral in the Settlers' Life Area. These two gentle horses pull 
children through the park on wagon rides throughout the 
day. This recent addition is operated by the Charleston 
Carriage Co. 

Speaking of horses, we found a new use for the Geodesic 
Dome. Our Dome became home to the world-famous 
Budweiser Clydesdales May 29-June 6. When not showing in 
neighboring communities, visitors were able to see the horses 
in their temporary stable. During their performance here 
June 2, the magnificent horses pulled the 3 Vi ton brewery 
wagon in a series of maneuvers that captivated our large, 
enthusiastic crowd. 

DEIRDRA L. WINTER 
Public Information Specialist 

COLLETON STATE PARK — Summer is almost here 
and our camping is running neck and neck with last year. We 
are looking forward to the coming season, and although we 
do not like the gasoline shortage, it could bring an increase in 
our camping as it did when I was at Givhans Ferry in 1973. It 
will cause people to camp closer to home because they will 
not be able to get enough gasoline to go long distances. 

I think the Canoe Trip from Colleton State Park to 
Givhans Ferry State Park was a definite success. Charles 
Harrison, Dan Turpin, John Reid Clonts, Mike Foley and 
Marion Edmunds did a fine job organizing the overnight trip. 
Twenty-one canoes and one 12 ft. Jon boat with a 5 
horsepower motor left Colleton about 12 noon on a 
Thursday in March and arrived around lunch time at 
Givhans Ferry the next day. Campers got a first-hand look at 
a genuine wild "Gator Hole" complete with outgoing foot 
prints and tail drag! We ran into a bit of rain just before the 
trip ended but everyone had rain suits or ponchos so that was 
no real problem. I hope that the trip will be an annual event. 

We have had campers from foreign countries (Canada, 
Sweden, Nova Scotia, New Guinea, Germany and England) 
and distant states such as Utah, Iowa, Washington, and 
California in the West and Delaware, Vermont, New 

A new picnic shelter at Colleton State Park, in the process 
of being built on the foundation of an old shelter which had to 
be torn down. 

Hampshire in the Northeast and Illinois and Wisconsin in 
the Midwest. People must be trying to see the country 
before the gasoline runs out! 

I had the pleasure of having Beaufort radio personality 
William Peters and his wife Elaine camp in the camping area 
a few weekends ago. He is better known by his listeners at 
station WBEU as "Uncle Billy, Darling of the Grits Circuit, 
Sex symbol of Lebeco and Southeast representative of the 
Poor White Trash Association." From 6 A.M. until 9 A.M. 
weekday mornings he plays country and western music and 
invites the public to call him and discuss different subjects. I 
enjoy his program and we are looking to having him and 
Elaine come back real soon. 

The fish are starting to bite in the river and we are 
looking forward to a busy summer. May you all have a good 
and safe season and may God bless. 

P.S. 1 cheated on the canoe trip. I was the one in the 
Jon boat with the motor! 

HARRY G. FARR 
Superintendent 

EDISTO BEACH STATE PARK — The "off' season 
doesn't last long at Edisto! The beginning of warm weather 
brings instant crowds to the beach. The carpping area has 
been full every weekend since the beginning of March and 
was full for nearly two weeks solid through the Easter 
holidays. Overall camping is up nearly 25% compared to last 
year. 

Whether this increase is a result of people scheduling 
vacations earlier due to impending gasoline shortages and 
price increases, or a trend that will continue throughout the 
year remains to be seen. 

Casual observation seems to show a larger proportion of 
smaller camping units, particularly tents, showing up. 

Recent rate increases obviously have discouraged few and 
have brought surprisingly few complaints. 
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As we go into the summer season, I feel sure no one will 
be lacking for anything to do. I hope each of you will have a 
safe and happy summer. May God bless. 

JOHN B. HOLLOW AY 
Superintendent 

This season is looking pretty good, based on the 
reservations. My shelters are booked well into the season for 
family gatherings and company picnics. My cabins are not 
reserved too far in advance because the people in this area 
simply do not react that way. Usually they call up during the 
week for the coming weekend. If it were possible to take 
reservations here without going through the drawing, I think 
they would probably fill up better. My camping is off now 
but that is what usually happens here in the summer. An 
overdose of mosquitos seem to drive the campers to other 
places. 

The new check station at the entrance to the campground 
at Edisto Beach State Park. 

Recent changes in our parking area and camping area 
entrance have aided greatly in reducing problems caused by 
large amounts of day use traffic traveling through the 
camping area. This and the operation of our new camping 
check station should eliminate some of last year's greatest 
problems and promote a much smoother operation this 
summer. 

KURT BECHT 
Superintendent 

GIVHANS FERRY STATE PARK — Well, here we are 
rushing headlong into the summer season! We started our 
pre-season off with a full house. Everything rentable was 
rented. I think I could have rented a dozen cabins for the 
weekend of Easter if I had them, and about two dozen 
shelters. It seems that there are never enough to go around. 
The swimmers in the Edisto River that week and the next 
seemed to have been testing our ability to save them. We had 
a few close calls but, thank God, no tragedies. Otherwise we 
had a fairly calm Easter. 

For some unknown reason, camping and cabins have 
come to a slow down. Could it be possible that the gas 
crunch has hit us already? The day users are still plentiful 
though, and we had wall-to-wall visitors today (Mother's 
Day) until the rains came. Some poor souls arrived here at 
7:30 a.m. to get a picnic table! 

Cabins at Givhans Ferry State Park; before renovation 
(above) and after a facelifting by the Maintenance Crew 
(below). Two have already been completed, and the remaining 
two are scheduled for renovation this fall. 
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HAMPTON PLANTATION STATE PARK — Spring 
came to Hampton this year with less triumph than in the past 
four years. Our gardens were heavily damaged by last year's 
drought and last winter's ice storm. Both of these, plus 
neglect from lack of proper pruning and fertilization, 
offset a poor showing. Hopefully someday these priceless 
plants can obtain the proper care and love they deserve. 

We also experienced high water again this spring, and the 
plantation was over-run with deer and other wildlife because 
of this. My wife and I saw the largest amount of wildcats 
we've ever seen during the high water period. With the ice 
and power outage and during my stay in Columbia, my wife 
learned how to repair a broken water line with the assistance 
of a maintenance man from her office. During this time also 
she had to remain on the plantation to contact State Fire 
plows to control three rather extensive wild fires — 
approximately 130 acres. As Will remarked to me when I 
came home — "THANK GOD THE MISSY WAS HERE" 
and I personally think that PRT should also "Thank God". 

We now have an archeological team digging area to be 
developed. So far they have found nothing exciting; however, 
it's interesting and I for one wistfully hope something 
enlightening comes out of this operation. 

We had some 150 visitors from Davidson, North 
Carolina, touring Hampton on May 23. Our usual enormous 
influx of deerflies and mosquitos cooperated by letting them 
enjoy the tour. 

BUD KLEIN 
Superintendent 

HUNTING ISLAND STATE PARK — Summer, again? 
While wondering if we're ready for it, even the Island itself 
seems in doubt. With the road to the cabin area partially 
washed out in late April, we are speculating how the rest of the 
season will go. The Highway Department has worked hard, 
with the assistance of our own Bobby Altman, in pushing the 
sand back for use. It's holding now, waiting for the next 
spring tide in late May. 

Other than the road, much progress has been made on the 
park this winter, including some badly needed repair and 
maintenance to cabins and park buildings and a complete 
refurbishment of the carpet golf course. The cabins continue 
to enjoy heavy use as we are currently booked until mid-
October. We are looking forward to the construction of three 
additional cabins this summer to accommodate even more 
families. 

We have experienced various security problems with 
break-ins on the park, even in park residences. With 
popularity, the park has also gained these unpleasant 
incidents, hopefully to be curtailed with the patrols of our 
summer gate operator. 

We congratulate Beaufort on the recent dedication of 
their new Henry C. Chambers Waterfront Park. The 2,000 
waterfront feet of picnic and gathering area is sure to attract 
tourists to Beaufort and hopefully draw them out to our 
park. 

In the campground we've had several compliments on ex
tending the maximum length of stay to two weeks. The gasoline 
shortage may be affecting many camper's plans this year, as 
we have not been full to capacity every weekend this spring. 
However, we feel that this should change when school is out 
and we'll be "wall to wall" again this summer. 

Again, we ponder on how the summer will go, but already 
we have little time for such things and must cut the grass 
again. 

JAMES TAYLOR 
Superintendent 

HUNTINGTON BEACH STATE PARK — You didn't 
have to check the past record books to know that April was 
the busiest ever and May was the slowest ever! You just had 
to be here! The weekend of April 28th may have set a trend, 
though. On Wednesday, cries of gas shortages and closing 
stations in the Grand Strand area echoed throughout the 
media. The results: no full campgrounds, free-flowing 
Highway 17, and few lines at area restaurants. Oddly, there 
was plenty of gas and many open stations. An estimate of the 
monetary loss to the entire Grand Strand area was a cool two 
million for the weekend. 

Alligators are stealing the show at Huntington Beach this 
spring. They are in the marsh, at the boardwalk, on the 
beach, and in the campground. Sometimes they even stay at 
the lagoon where they belong! They have caused no problems 
and are anxious to get back to their more typical 
environment. Visitors enjoy seeing these wild creatures in 
their natural surroundings. We are proud of our breeding 
sanctuary and thank the Huntington philosophy of preserv
ing of natural areas. I have seen more 'gators this spring than 
ever before. 

The first Low Country Lifestyles weekend was a 
tremendous success. It seems that the Programs Section has 
developed many regular followers of these events, which 
alone proves they must be doing something right! I always 
like to see repeat customers; few people go to see a bad movie 
over again. The program section has our support and we look 
forward to seeing them back again soon. 

Progress on the jetty is slow but steady. Rocks are formed 
some 500 feet out in the inlet. The large granite rocks or 
"armor stone" come from near Columbia to Georgetown by 
railroad car. From there they are brought up by flatbed 
tractor trailor rigs. Smaller rocks that are needed in large 
quantities come all the way from Columbia by smaller truck 
rigs. 

1 discovered just how much we rely and depend on 
gasoline the other day. On May 7th we had a modest 52 units 
in the camping area. Of these, only 9 were from our home 
state. This proves the seriousness of a gas shortage to this 
park and many others. 

Just one more . . . noticed a bumper sticker at Myrtle 
Beach . . . "Pray for me — 1 drive on Highway 17!" 

VAN STICKLES 
Superintendent 
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MYRTLE BEACH STATE PARK — We began our 
summer season in March with Can-Am Days. We had a lot 
of campers from Canada and this was one of the nicest weeks 
we have ever had during these holidays. There were surely a 
lot of sunburned Canadians on their way back to Canada! 

Also, in March we had a six mile or 10,000 meter run 
which started on the boulevard and ended in the park. There 
were around 685 runners to start this race, which was quite 
an event to see. 

During the Easter holidays we were full and turning 
people away every day. It was "spring break" for the colleges 
and we had a lot of young people as a result. We had our 
security guard and our gate operator on duty to help keep 
down problems with noise and vandalism. 

It won't be long before our summer season is upon us and 
we will be busy taking care of our park visitors. We have 
already had good comments from our fishermen about the 
pier work which is a definite improvement. One rest room in 
the campground was enlarged, remodeled and showers were 
added to it. It is a nice looking building and will get a lot of 
use. 

The YACC crew spent several weeks here doing some 
much needed work. They did a lot of painting and raking to 
get the park ready for the summer. 

The last of May we had a Senior Citizen fishing 
tournament on the pier. We had about one hundred people 
for the tournament and fish fry, which was pretty good for a 
mid-week event. 

ROBERT TURNER 
Superintendent 

A couple takes an afternoon stroll near the fishing pier at 
Myrtle Beach State Park. Nearby, a group of youngsters enjoy 
a game of Softball. 
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A small rest station similar to this one at Myrtle Beach 
State Park (above, left) was enlarged, showers were added, 
and the building given a facelift, ending up with a comfort 
station (above, right). Campers have had many compliments 
about the added facilities. 

An ice cream parlor has been added to this building at 
Myrtle Beach State Park, which also houses an arcade. In the 
background is the park's fishing pier, one of the main 
attractions at this coastal state park. 

OLD DORCHESTER STATE PARK — Now that 
summer is just around the corner and the grass is in full 
bloom, the lawn mower and tractor will be getting a good 
workout in order to maintain our park in the traditional high 
standards set by my Superintendent. 

On Easter Sunday we had a church service here at the 
Tower and Easter egg hunts, and we are still finding eggs and 
picking up egg shells! 

We are expecting our first wedding of the year here in 
June. Of great local interest is that they are building a new 
church in the immediate area. What is so special about this 
church is the rebirth of the St. George Church that was built 
here in the 1700's. 
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The day that I was told that I was accepted as a Park 
Ranger (on March 23) I turned down a job as life insurance 
agent. I love the outdoor life and I am serving among the best 
men and women in South Carolina. My wife had a lot to do 
with me accepting this job, mainly because she can go fishing 
every day, before and after she picks the girls up from school. 
My wife Vernial would rather fish than eat! There are three 
other girls in my life, my daughters, Aletra, 9, Sarita, 6, and 
Kezia Kai, 5. 

There are two gentlemen that I must thank; first, Mr. 
Larry Duncan my District Superintendent for having the 
ability and knowledge in recognizing what I am capable of 
doing. And lastly, Mr. George Gordon, my superintendent 
whom I work for and with. Thanks for his time, patience and 
training. 

EDWARD FRASIER, JR. 
Ranger 

RIVERS BRIDGE STATE PARK — Jerry and I 
completed the nature trail and it was named the Loblolly 
Nature Trail. We completed it at the right time, because the 
flowers and trees were in full bloom. 

The Rivers Bridge Memorial Association is preparing for 
its 103rd Confederate Memorial Day, honoring the con
federate dead that fought at the Battle of Rivers Bridge. 

The park is having its first bike-a-thon and disco party 
sponsored by the Star War King and Queens Club of 
Allendale. It should be quite an experience. 

Jerry's son, Lynn is to report to Fort Jackson on June 11 
for 8 weeks of basic training. 

I would like to take this opportunity to say how much I 
enjoy working with the parks. Working outdoors is much 
better than working inside. Jerry has been very helpful in 
getting me acquainted with the park system. 

Gail and Ursula went to a cooking class, so that they 
could learn to cook, since Jerry and I are so skinny. They 
aren't feeding us very well! 

ARTHUR VICK 
Ranger 
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Aiken — Superintendent Nesbitt and Ranger Inabinet 
have been busy reworking the concession, painting, and 
rebuilding a footbridge. (Ranger Inabinet is becoming an 
avid camper!) 

Barnwell — Mrs. Ross and crew have been grassing some 
areas around the new community building and just keeping 
busy with everyday park maintenance. 

Cheraw — The Cheraw mob have been landscaping some 
buildings, painting, roofing, reworking the bathhouse 
checkroom and many other smaller projects. 

Goodale — Superintendent Fowler and Rangers have 
been working at the golf course trying to get it in shape this 
spring. One of the Goodale rangers helped out at Lee State 
Park this spring while Superintendent Alewine was short 50% 
of a work force! 

Lee — Superintendent Alewine has been without a ranger 
most of this quarter due to a termination. During this time 
the PRT construction crew has re-cored the swimming lake 
dam and reworked the campground electrical and water lines, 
with much assistance from Superintendent Alewine. Much 
painting and "dress up" work is yet to be done. 

Little Pee Dee — Superintendent Odom and crew have 
just completed some landscape work, a new parking area and 
are nearing completion on a new footbridge. Some last 
minute work such as painting is to be done but they appear 
to be ready for summer. 

Lynches River — Speaking of landscaping, Superin
tendent Smith and Ranger Pate have just completed planting 
over 800 plants brought down from the Kings Mountain 
nursery. 
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Redcliffe — Superintendent Cobb and his now "ex-
Ranger" have been working on (but still haven't completed) 
the barn and old slave quarters' buildings. The contractor has 
just finished the exterior painting and shutter work, and 
hopefully the interior will be started soon. 

Santee — Superintendent Barbie and staff have been 
repairing, painting and taking care of everyday maintenance 
due to the increase in cabin rentals. The park restaurant just 
received some extensive renovation work thanks to the 
"Shuler Maintenance Crew." My thanks also go out to Mrs. 
Kolb and the restaurant crew, as the restaurant was kept 
open through all the renovation work. 

Woods Bay — Superintendent Atkinson has also been 
doing some landscape work as well as completing a new ball 
field. 

Poinsett — Superintendent West and Rangers have just 
completed insulation work, repaired and painted the exteriors 
of all four of the cabins. Presently the bathhouse is being 
repaired with the YACC crew to do the painting. 

I would like to thank Jo Harvey for the landscape work 
she has done in District II, the T. M. Shuler Maintenance 
Crew and the YACC personnel. Without their help, much of 
the work we have completed this quarter could not have been 
done. 

HORACE W. CRAIG 
Superintendent 
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AIKEN STATE PARK — Here at Aiken we are having a 
busy time putting the finishing touches on the park for the 
upcoming summer. Most of the area schools are having their 
spring outings during the week and the weekend picnickers 
have been out in full force. 

Our primitive camping has increased 100% over last year, 
thanks mainly to The Georgia-Carolina Boy Scout Council, 
which had their spring campout here March 30-April 1. They 
were well pleased with the area and are planning two 
campouts a year here. Many of the troops which attended 
have since returned on their own and a couple of them have 
brought other troops with them. 

Canoeing is becoming more popular on the river this 
spring. Some of them are camping in the primitive or family 
camping area and making short day trips. Others are putting 
in upstream and taking out here at the end of the day and a 
few adventurous souls put in here and go as far downstream 
as they can during the weekend. 

We are getting more and more campers who are using us 
as a base while looking for land to purchase in this area. 
Although most of them are Yankees, looking to escape the 
cold, many are from Florida, looking to escape the crowds 
and the everyday summer weather. It seems that everyone 
wants long spring and fall seasons with short winters and 
summers. 

Vandalism has been a real problem this spring. Whichever 
end of the park Dave and 1 are working at, someone seems to 
be on the other end tearing something up. 

Well this is nice, but I hear the grass growing and the 
concession stand is calling for another coat of paint, so 'bye 
for now. 

ED NESBIT 
Superintendent 

BARNWELL STATE PARK — An impressive Easter 
sunrise service was held on the patio in front of the 
Community Center. It was truly a beautiful morning, with 
the dogwood trees in full bloom. The Rev. Alfred Still, pastor 
of Ashleigh Baptist Church, conducted the service. 

Members of the University of South Carolina's Gamecock 
Club gathered with head football coach Jim Carlen at the 
Community Center on March 26 to get first-hand informa
tion about Gamecock prospects for the coming year. Among 
those in attendance was House Speaker Emeritus Solomon 
Blatt. 

Lightning struck our water pump late one night recently, 
and we were without water for three days. Good Sam 
camping club members that were camping with us at the time 
told us not to worry about them, as their campers were self-
contained. 

The new barbecue pit being built near the Community 
Center is going to be a unique addition to the park. It has an 
unusual design and we are anxiously awaiting its completion. 
The next big job on the agenda at Barnwell is re-roofing the 
bathhouses. This should be completed before June 1. 

(Editor's note: "Miss Bea" asked that the following letter 
of resignation be added to her park report. All of us wish her 
well as she takes a well-earned rest.) 

"I am writing this to try and express my appreciation for 
your kindness and consideration during the years that 1 have 
spent as a park superintendent. There are many others in our 
system that I should like to thank, but are too numerous to 
mention by name. To Mr. Ray Sisk, Director; Mr. Oscar 
Kolb, Assistant Director; Mr. Horace Craig, District 
Superintendent; Mr. Leonard Jones, Superintendent of 
Service and Supply; Mrs. Frances Friedman, Chief of 
Operations; Mrs. Lorine Davis, Staff Assistant; Mr. Andrew 
Kennedy, Chief of Maintenance; Mr. Ralph Rabon, 
Merchandising; my sincere thanks. To others, including park 
superintendents, rangers, maintenance personnel and all; 
thank you. 

I'm not going to lose you, for I shall be around, but this is 
my resignation to become effective May 31, 1979. I have 
enjoyed the park more than any place I have ever known, and 
I guess that I'll feel lost for a while. However, 1 know that I'll 
find plenty to do. I'll be just a few miles from the park, and I 
promise that anyone who comes by the Edisto Club (better 
known as Holman Bridge) will always be welcome. 

God bless each and every one of you. 1 am hoping that 
you have a safe and successful summer operation, and all 
others hereafter. In all sincerity to all, Love . . . Bea. 

BEA ROSS 
Superintendent 

The new barbecue pit at Barnwell State Park. 
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CHERAW STATE PARK — Greetings from the top of 
the state. As we put this article together, the phone is steadily 
ringing. Our ad about the lifeguard course, taught by Mr. 
Adair, just came out in the paper. This is always a good 
indication that summer is just around the corner. I sure wish 
May had a few more days. We sure do need them in order to 
get ready for the summer rush. 

We have had some help, though. We would like to thank 
Mr. Sisk for allowing the YACC personnel to work at 
Cheraw for a few weeks this spring. They have done a lot of 
time-consuming jobs in our group camps. We have also had 
the benefit of having Larry McPherson stay on with us all 
spring. His promotion to Dreher Island was effective in 
February but they haven't been able to get moved yet. It's 
tough to live out of packing boxes for that long; right, Linda? 

Maxcey Roscoe, Eunice and their daughter Cindy have 
joined our park family as Maxcey replaced Larry. Eunice has 
had to live out of packing cartons also, as they wait to move 
into the McPherson house. We hope that by the time this 
issue comes out this will be just a bad memory for them! 
That's all part of park life. We also want to welcome Charles 
Rutledge to the "Diamond in the Sand Hills." He is just 
moving in today, just in time for the summer rush. Good 
luck, Charles! 

The Cheraw Fun Run, which was held in the park last 
year, was moved to town this year, because our park road has 
become too rough to run on. Maybe we can get it back after 
our road is resurfaced. This has been one of the major areas 
of complaint from local park users. There has also been a 
lot of interest in some sort of bridge across the dam 
connecting the day use side of the park with the group camp 
side. This would give the joggers an extra three or four miles. 

Our camping use is up about 40% so far this year, most of 
them from out of state. In fact, about 80% of our campers 
come from out of South Carolina, and most are return 
visitors from other years. That's the best encouragement a 
ranger can have, to know that people travel many miles, past 
many other places to camp, to get back to your park. 

Our cabin use has really been good this spring. For the 
first eighteen weeks in 1978 we had rented 157 cabins. The 
same period for 1979 shows 349 rentals. The work and money 
that has been put into the cabins in the past four years is 
paying off. 

Our visitors to the park over the past few months have 
been varied and from all over. We had a man and wife bird 
watcher team from New Guinea come to our park to see the 
Red-Cockaded Woodpecker. I just happened to have a nest 
in a pine at the edge of my garden, so they sat in the tomato 
rows all afternoon watching them. Later we had a lady from 
New York who was also a bird watcher. She had a sheet from 
a local (N. Y.) bird watching club that recommended Cheraw 
State Park and the surrounding area for several species of 
birds including the Brown-Headed Nuthatch. We had a family 
of these in a birdhouse outside the dining room window, so 
she stayed for lunch and watched the birds at the same time. 

Another day I noticed a car with three little old ladies 
stopped in my front yard as I went home for lunch. I asked 
them if they would like for me to show them the picnic area. 
They said no, that they had been stopping in that spot to eat 
lunch for thirty years on their way from Florida to Maine. 
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Mr. Plumer and his family. 

But our most interesting guest was a former employee of 
the parks. Early in April Mr. P. Raymond Plumer, his wife, 
daughter and young granddaughter came back to Cheraw 
State Park to visit. Mr. Plumer had over fifty years service in 
park business. He was at Cheraw in the early 1930's and went 
on to be director. He sure was interesting and I think he 
enjoyed his stay. I have a tape of an evening's conversation 
between Mr. Plumer and Bill Thower the head engineer with 
the CCC's in the '30's. 

Robert Sullivan is just back from a relaxing vacation in 
the mountains and ready for the summer. Keith Windham, 
unhappy because he wasn't in debt, just bought a little M.G. 
He can be seen just about anywhere now if you look quick 
enough! 

We're all looking forward to a good summer and our 
prayer is that yours will be safe. 

CECIL PRUETTE 
Ranger 

N. R. GOODALE STATE PARK — This spring has 
been a busy one at N. R. Goodale. It seems that the grass got 
an early jump on us this year and we have been a step behind 
all spring. We just got our fertilizer down on our fairways at 
the golf course and the spring rains have everything jumping. 
It seems as if there aren't enough hours in the day when 
you're trying to get everything ready for June 1st. 

Since last issue of Park Lites our Ranger I, Steve 
Cumbee, has resigned and we hope to have a new face 
around here by summer. In the meantime the grass and last 
minute work will not wait for a full crew so Tet me climb back 
on my Toro! 

ROBERT FOWLER 
Superintendent 
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The swimming lake at Lee State Park, which has recently 
been re-cored. Seepage through the dam had been under
mining the spillway, but the Construction Crew put an end to 
that! 

LEE STATE PARK — Since last report things have really 
picked up and time is drawing closer. Most of our projects 
are complete or just about finished. It's good to see people 
moving around and also asking questions. It's pretty 
lonesome during the winter months; you really lose track of 
people. 

Summer is approaching fast and before we know it we 
will be busy with summer activities. Thanks to the 
construction crew and J. R. Altman, we will have a 
swimming lake this time. It looked hopeless at one time but 
with the help from the Columbia Office we were able to move 
along and complete the work. 

People from everywhere visit our park and we are proud 
of the compliments that we get. Sometimes we get 
suggestions for more playground equipment and also for a 
shelter in the campground, so that camping clubs can use it 
for meetings. 

We want to welcome Jim Wilson, his wife Cathy and their 
family to Lee. Jim is doing a good job and I hope they are 
going to like it here. Welcome, Jim and Cathy, to the PRT 
family! 

Camping has been real good here, but the talk is now of 
how that will not be for long because of the gas situation. 
Hopefully things will get better. 

Hoping all have a pleasant and safe summer. 

BILL ALEWINE 
Superintendent 

LITTLE PEE DEE STATE PARK — This year promises 
to be a good one for Little Pee Dee. Camping has increased 
by 55 sites over last year at this time and fishing boat rental 
has almost doubled. Easter weekend has been our biggest 
thus far this year as we almost filled our 50 sites. We have 
had campers from all over the U.S. and Canada and we even 
had a couple from Israel. They said they were enjoying the 
U.S. very much and were very pleased with the South 
Carolina parks they had visited. 

The Dillon-Latta Rotary Club held their annual picnic at 
the park on May 1st. They had a parent-child day and the 
turnout was great. Among the activities was a fishing contest 
with parent-child teams. There were more teams entered than 
fish caught. It's a good thing that their meal was catered 
because there would have been a bunch of hungry people had 
they planned to eat fish. Other events were a horseshoe 
contest, a raw egg toss, ladies and men balloon toss, ladies 
tug-o-war and a sack relay race. They really seemed to have a 
good time. 

Our eleven year old son, Tony, recently won the Dillon 
County Soil and Water Conservation Essay contest for which 
he received an award of $20.00. His essay has been entered in 
the state contest and we are awaiting the results. 

That's about all from here. We are busy getting ready for 
the summer season that will already be in full swing when this 
article is read. We wish everyone a safe and prosperous 
summer. May God bless each of you. 

DANNY M. ODOM 
Superintendent 

LYNCHES RIVER STATE PARK — Spring is in full 
swing here at the river. The warm days have really brought 
out the day use people, and also many mosquitoes. This year 
they have been really bad because of all the flooding that has 
occurred in the low areas. 

Activities have picked up, the ball field has received 
enormous usage, as has the playground equipment. The 
community building has been in great demand this year; 
some of the groups that have used the building are the Lake City 
Rotary Club, Florence Extension Homemakers Club, The 
Vulcraft Steel Corporation, and the Florence Y.M.C.A. 

Some of the upcoming events will be the Lower Florence 
County Council of Aging, Amity Masonic Lodge of 
Florence, Pee Dee Nutrition for the Elderly, and Maranatha 
Christian School. The largest group that has used the 
building so far this year was the Vulcraft Steel Corporation 
who hosted over 1200 people. 

The park has had a facelift this year, thanks to Lew Cato 
and staff from Kings Mountain State Park who furnished the 
plants and Jo Claire Hanvey with the plant planning. I am 
sure the azalea and other plants will draw lots of attention 
next year if we can keep them alive. 

The most frequently asked question this year has been 
"where are the picnic shelters?" I have had enormous requests 
for shelters for small family reunions and company picnics 
from people who cannot get a reservation in the community 
building. Hopefully we can get a couple of shelters in the near 
future; this will add to our revenue and help please some of 
the crowds that use the park. 

Our swimming pool is still in the preliminary planning 
stage, and hopefully we can come up with the right plan by 
the end of the summer. 

From all of us here at Lynches River we wish all of you a 
safe and accident-free summer. If you are in our area, we 
invite you to drop in and say hello. 

WAYNE T. SMITH 
Superintendent 
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Some of the new plants near the Lynches River community 
building. 

POINSETT STATE PARK — "Here's hoping you have a 
good, warm winter." These were our beloved Andy Davis' 
closing words in Park Lites winter issue. Within two weeks, 
we had an ice storm that knocked out electricity for three 
days, and a snow storm that stranded 24 campers and cabin 
guests for two days. So, I won't wish any weather on us this 
time! 

The Belles of Poinsett returned this spring and stayed in 
our cabins for a week. These fine ladies are descendants of 
Governor Richardson. Around 1800 he owned 40 square 
miles, including the land on which Poinsett is located. It's 
always a pleasure to talk to them and learn from their 
knowledge on the history of Poinsett and the surrounding 
area. 

The dogwoods and laurel were absolutely magnificent this 
year. The crowds must have heard, because they have 
certainly been turning out on weekends. The best weekend so 
far was "Spring Wildflower Weekend" with a record breaking 
50 campsites full to prove it. 

Since the weekend crowds are not to be compared to the 
summer season, we've been pretty busy tying loose ends from 
our winter work program and anticipating what summer will 
bring. This is my first summer with PRT, but with the 
guidance of veterans Marshall West, Andy Davis, and 
"super-vet" James Washington, it will be the best. 

Speaking of accomplishments, I have been informed by 
our family doctor that I will be the proud father of a 8 pound 
14 ounce boy in October, 1979. So, if you have any old 
baseball gloves, cowboy hats, or sling shots, you can send 
them to: Jerry Bellamy, Poinsett State Park, Wedgefield, 
S. C. 29168. 

Good luck and come see us. 

JERRY BELLAMY 
Ranger 

Lynches River Superintendent Wayne Smith examines a 
stack of planting pots near the park shop. More than six 
hundred plants were recently set out at the park near the 
community building. 

REDCLIFFE STATE PARK — Spring has really arrived 
here at Redcliffe. The trees are beautiful, the magnolias are in 
full bloom, but the azaleas have come and gone. 

The big project for Redcliffe was to finish getting 
everything painted and we have just finished. We had to do a 
great deal of work to the barn. It seemed as though 
everything we touched had to be replaced. 

Since the last issue of Park Lites we have had a change in 
personnel at Redcliffe. The new Ranger is Chuck Atkinson 
and his wife Jacki. They seem to be real happy with their new 
life at Redcliffe. 

GENE COBB 
Superintendent 

SANTEE STATE PARK — Cabin reservations are 
running way ahead of last year and for the past four 
weekends you would think that summer was here already 
with the tremendous crowds that we've had. 

We were host again on April 27th and 28th for the 
N.C.H.A. Spring Rally and believe it or not we didn't lose 
the water wagon (dump truck) in the lake this time! 

We had some distinguished guests along with the 
N.C.H.A. They were Norman and Mary Cooler and they 
looked great and seemed to be enjoying the retired way of 
living. It was great having them with us. By-the-way, you 
should see Norman in his shorts and high heel shoes. He was 
a knock-out! 

We also had State Senator Kerry Kammer from Lansing, 
Michigan spend some time with us in April. He went rock 
fishing every day and was very complimentary about our 
facilities here at Santee State Park. 
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We lost Charlie Hatfield, Maintenance Supervisor, to the 
construction crew on April 21st. Charlie, we enjoyed working 
with you and wish you the very best in your new field of 
work. Charlie's wife, Bobbie is still working at the Tackle 
Shop. Hang in there, Bobbie! 

Taking Charlie's place is Allen Barwick from Hickory 
Knob State Park. We're happy to have Allan and his wife, 
Debra, with us. Allan came with us at a bad time, the week 
before the NCHA campout, but weathered the storm real 
well. 

We're also happy to have Rita Avinger join our staff. She 
is from Eutawville and has started working as desk clerk in 
the office. 

My thanks go out to all Santee State Park employees and 
those involved from the Columbia Office for all their efforts 
in helping to make the NCHA campout a very successful one. 

Fishing has been real good the past two weeks, so get 
your tackle together and come down where the big ones are! 

TED BARBIE 
Superintendent 

WOODS BAY STATE PARK — The summer is well 
under way and all of the major projects have been completed. 
Most of the activities consist of keeping the park clean and 
the grass cut. Park attendance is picking up, especially with 
the directional signs up on the Sumter county side of the 
park. 

We've been getting a lot of visitors from out of state that 
are traveling 1-95. A lot of people have pulled campers to the 
park expecting camping facilities. 

Groups using the park have about doubled over last year. 
Most of them come from the schools around the community, 
but there are a few who come from Sumter and as far away 
as Columbia. 

The Jaycettes from Olanta had their first annual 
Community Easter Egg Hunt. This was a great success with a 
lot of kids coming to the park and really enjoying themselves. 

There have been a good many birthday parties in the 
park. One of these, which I am very proud of, was my 
daughter's first birthday. I think we enjoyed it more than 
Katie did! 

Woods Bay Weekend was a great success this year, in 
spite of the rain. The canoe trails got a lot of use with the 
availability of canoes for rent. People had a lot of good 
comments about the park, the programs on Saturday, and on 
the canoe trails. People have said that they wish the canoes 
would be at the park every weekend. 

I would like to give the Programs Section a vote of thanks 
for a great job on Woods Bay Weekend. I hope that we will 
have canoes for rent in the future. 

If any of you are ever near Woods Bay, drop in and say 
hello. We'll be here! 

ROY ATKINSON 
Superintendent 

Curly Horton (left) and Waver Gaillard wait on customers at the Santee State Park grill, which has recently been 
renovated and enlarged. 
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istrict III 
Landscaping and planting of ornamentals around the new 

pool and bathhouse at Croft State Park has recently been 
completed by Superintendent Ray Hayes and his Ranger staff 
— this will add greatly to the overall appearance of the new 
facility which was first put into service last June (1978). The 
old entrance sign at the front gate has been replaced with a 
new one, beautification work (the planting of ornamentals 
around the new sign) will be accomplished later this year. 
Twelve new fishing boats have been added (for a total of 
twenty-two) to accommodate the many fishermen who try 
their luck and frequently have a nice string of fish upon 
returning to shore. The one hundred and sixty-five acre lake 
at Croft is perhaps the most fertile and productive lake in any 
State Park in South Carolina for bass and bream fishing. 

The Rose Garden at Rose Hill has been the main 
attraction this spring although Superintendent Belk and 
Ranger Rodger Thompkins have been busy with picnic 
groups in an ever-increasing number. These two dedicated 
park employees are to be congratulated for the outstanding 
job they do in maintaining the mansion and grounds. Some 
exterior repair work is needed on the mansion and hopefully 
the necessary funds to accomplish this work will become 
available after July 1st. 

Two mobilehomes damaged by a tornado at Paris 
Mountain back in March have now been repaired and are 
back in use. Much of the timber which was laid to waste has 
been salvaged and things are now getting back to normal 
with Superintendent Eddie Miller and his Rangers. Rangers 
Jimmie Creech, Dave Blackwell and Don Ferguson have 
completed work on repairing and repainting part of the 
exterior of the bathhouse at Paris Mountain which has 
restored some of the attractiveness of the beautiful old stone 
structure built over forty years ago by the Civilian 
Conservation Corps. 

Surface treating of the road through the family 
campground at Table Rock has been accomplished recently, 
which will be beneficial in controlling erosion and add to the 
appearance and service of the campground facilities. Work 
on the new bridge just outside of the east gate is nearing 
completion and traffic on the Cherokee Foothills Scenic 
Parkway running by the park should return to normal after 
seven months of interruption. 

No new facilities have been added at Keowee-Toxaway 
State Park during the past year, however the overall beauty 
and attractiveness of the park is constantly being enhanced 
by Superintendent John Rhodes and his Ranger Bill Bowen. 
The park was originally laid out by Parks Planner Dave 
Wright who did a wonderful job from the start, only to be 
further enhanced by Superintendent Rhodes' outstanding 
ability at landscaping, planting and overall park develop
ment. 

The dining room facilities at Oconee have again been 
increased by the recent screening of a portion of the large 
porch on the front of the building which should be a 
delightful experience for park guests who wish to dine on the 
porch and be able to view the natural beauty of the lake and 
surrounding area. 

Erosion continues to eat away at the beach at Sadlers 
Creek, which will be gone in a few more days. Superintendent 
Baughman and his staff have finished the task of planting 
and landscaping around the bathhouse, entrance gate, as well 
as other areas within the park. Another summer season is just 
two weeks away. I hope everyone is ready! 

R. G. JONES 
District III Superintendent 
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Croft Superintendent checks the 
spray patterns of the sprinkler sys
tem near the swimming pool. Grass 
and a variety of plants have been set 
out in the area. 

Two new tennis 
near the swimming 
Croft State Park. 

courts, located 
pool complex at 

CROFT STATE PARK — If this spring is any indication 
of things to come then summer will be booming. The threat 
of a gasoline shortage has caused an increase in local folks 
camping closer to home and using park4'facilities more for 
recreation. 

We have been involved in many work activities preparing 
for the summer season. The largest undertaking was to install 
the underground sprinkler system for the lawn at the 
swimming pool. Landscaping was included in this project. 
The grass is growing and the shrubbery is surviving nicely. 
The hard work and long hours given by the rangers in 
completing this project is greatly appreciated by me and I'm 
sure our park visitors will be grateful also. 

As usual with the warm weather, we have a heavy 
schedule at the equestrian facility. Spartanburg Sky Knight 
events are Fun Fly — June 10, Westgate Mall Display — 
July 7 and 8, S. C. State Championship Fun Fly — 
September 22 and 29. The Greer and Spartanburg Chapters 
of the Campers on Mission will be coming to Croft for a rally 
July 27 and 28. This is a newly formed organization 
sponsored by the Home Mission Board of the Southern 
Baptist Association. 

Everyone seems to be getting into the act of public 
relations here; even fifteen month old Susan Tyner knows the 
proper greeting for our telephone callers. When the phone 
rings Susan starts saying, "Hello, Croft State Park." Linda 
and Phil Tyner must be careful of every word because Susan 
will repeat it, word for word! 

Dan Pascoe's two boys, Dee and Todd are into baseball 
and from all reports, are carrying good batting averages. We 
enjoy the visits from Jesse, Pete Davis' son. These two tried 
camping at Pisgah National but the bears chased them home 
in a hurry. Our son Stanley recently competed in the 13th 
Annual Converse College Sidewalk Art Exhibit. He received 
no ribbons but much valuable experience. Stanley had been 
working as a teacher's aide at his alma mater, S. C. School 
for the Deaf, but is now permanently employed at the local 
Social Security office as a tele-typist. 

The summer workers are lined up and waiting for the 
green light. We expect a busy but enjoyable summer. 
Hopefully we can have another safe season and wish for you 
the same. 

RAY HAYES 
Superintendent 
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When it doesn't rain, you make your own! At least, that's what Croft Superintendent Ray Hayes does when the grass 
and new plants around the swimming pool complex get thirsty! 

KEOWEE-TOXAWAY STATE PARK — The cold days 
of winter have now left us and spring has brought with it one 
of the best growing seasons that we have had here at Keowee 
in the past four years. The ornamental shrubs have doubled 
in size, bringing about the desired effect for which they were 
planted. 

We have completed all the winter work projects and have 
begun the routine jobs which summer always brings. We are * 
in the process of building a boat dock at the cabin. This will 
be a great asset and will be deeply appreciated by the cabin 
users who now have to pull their boats up on shore. 

We had an unexpected visitor around the house last 
Sunday. Bill Bowen was walking from his trailer to my house 
when he heard a strange sound. He looked around and there, 
about four feet away, was a timber rattler. Luckily for us Bill 
found it. Normally the kids would have been out playing on 
the swings right where the snake was. We should all take this 
as a warning that snakes are out and to watch out for them 
around areas where people, especially children, might be. 

Here's wishing everybody a good summer. May it be the 
best yet and the safest. 

JOHN RHODES 
Superintendent 
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JONES GAP STATE PARK — PRT recently purchased 
a 1,125-acre plot of land on Caesar's Head in northern 
Greenville County. The acquisition will allow the department 
to expand its facilities at adjoining Jones Gap State Park. 
The land was owned by Frank Coggins of Elberton, Georgia. 
The $714,500 purchase was made with matching funds made 
available from Natureland Trust, a South Carolina con
servation group, and the U.S. Interior Department's 
Heritage, Conservation and Recreation Service. 

Earlier this year, Coggins said he would donate the 
remainder of his 2,000-acre tract on Caesar's Head once PRT 
made the initial purchase. Most of the newly acquired land 
will probably be kept as wilderness. The property spans U.S. 
Highway 276 near the North Carolina state line about 30 
miles from Greenville. 

OCONEE STATE PARK — Another winter has passed, 
spring is here and we are in the process of getting ready for 
another summer season. Most all of the positions have been 
filled and we feel fortunate again to have a good staff of 
young people to help during the busy months of June, July 
and August. 

Back on April 20 and 21 we were host to the PRT 
Commissioners' monthly meeting. During this time, everyone 
enjoyed a trout fishing trip to the Chattooga River. I think 
that almost everyone caught their limit of ten. On Friday 
night, restaurant operator David Long cooked a very 
delicious trout supper. 

Speaking of the restaurant, we are in the process of 
screening in one-half of the porch to increase the seating 
capacity and to add to the atmosphere. Rangers Bynum and 
Ridley are doing this work and should be completed in a few 
days. 

Cabin use is still holding up real well. Camping seems to 
be off somewhat but it is hard to tell at this time if it is due to 
the bad weather or the increase in gas prices. I think that we 
will know the answer by Memorial Day weekend. 

BOB COTHRAN 
Superintendent 
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PARIS MOUNTAIN STATE PARK — The year started 
off on the wrong foot. First with an ice storm and then a 
tornado. The ice storm put a lot of trees across the road. 
Fifty-two campers were trapped at Camp Buckhorn without 
any power. Ranger Blackwell and I worked into the night 
cutting our way to Camp Buckhorn. When we made our way 
to the camp, the campers were more than ready to leave. 
About the time we got the trees and limbs up and things were 
looking good, a tornado hit the park, causing considerable 
damage. The damage included several trees across Shelter A, 
where twenty picnic tables and eight grills were smashed. 
Ranger Ferguson's trailer was set over about four feet with a 
tree across it. Ranger Blackwell's trailer was hit hard with 
about eight trees across it. Mrs. Blackwell was hurt and taken 
to the hospital but later was released. It destroyed their three 
cars. Both families were without power for a few days. Thank 
God it was no worse. 

Camping has started off with a boom. Evan Powell who is 
with WFBC (Channel 4) is staying with us while he is testing 
different types of camping rigs. Mr. Powell also writes 
articles for Popular Science magazine. 

Have a safe and prosperous summer. Stop in for a visit 
when you're in the neighborhood. 

JAMES CREECH 
Ranger 

PLEASANT RIDGE STATE PARK — Well, finally 
winter is over and the "hustle and bustle" of summer is about 
to begin. We are about ready for summer except for 
lifeguards. If any of you have more than you need, you can 
send them my way! 

All around, the spring season has been fairly good, 
especially since the weather has been warmer. We have had a 
number of church and school group picnics. Although not all 
of the cabins have been occupied at one time, weekend cabin 
rentals have been regular. The camping area is being used 
more. And, as usual, we are having many "sightseers" and 
people "just passing thru." Hopefully, we will have a good 
summer if the gas situation doesn't get too bad. 

Again this year, the Shriners had their benefit rally of 
motorcycle riders April 29th. There were more than 1500 
vehicles in the park that Sunday. I sure wouldn't want that 
every weekend. But everyone was orderly and cooperative, 
and we are thankful for that. 

If any of you ever find time and are in this neck of the 
woods, stop by and say hello. We will be glad to have you. 

LEROY SMITH 
Superintendent 

ROSE HILL STATE PARK — Winter has left us and 
not a day too soon. It seems our visitors have started coming 
earlier this year than usual. Already we have had visitors 
from Germany and Hungary. The compliments on how nice 
the park is kept, just make us take even more pride in our 
work. The roses, not wanting to disappoint anyone, started 
blooming early. It looks as if it's going to be a great year this 
year, for everything is falling into place. The grass could slow 
down, if you know what I mean! Wedding season is opening 
up, and it looks like it's going to be a boom year for them. 

Summer 1979 

I would like to welcome my new ranger Rodger Tompkins 
and his wife Jean and son Skeeter to the park. He is doing a 
great job and I'm glad to have him. 

Also I would like to invite everyone to the Union County 
Kudzu Festival. It will be held the Fourth of July week. Just 
tell them the Kudzu Kid sent you. Well, I guess I had better 
get back to cutting grass! 

FRED H. BELK 
Superintendent 

SADLERS CREEK STATE PARK — I hope this finds 
everyone having a real busy season. As of this writing, 
business at Sadlers Creek has been unusually slow. I attribute 
this slow start to the gasoline situation as well as the unusual 
amount of rainy weather that we've had in this area. In what 
camping that we have had, I've noticed an increase in tent 
and tent trailer camping as compared to the large travel 
trailers and motor homes. This again, I feel, can be 
contributed to the gasoline problem. 

We have just completed the planting of some several 
hundred plants that we received from the nursery at Kings 
Mountain which add greatly to the appearance of our park. 
Thanks to Jo Hanvey for arranging for us to obtain these 
plants. 

We are now busy readying our pavilion and swimming 
area for opening on June 1, along with trying to keep on top 
of our "few" acres of grass cutting during all this rainy 
weather. 

Rangers Herb Jones and Andy Shore have recently 
completed some annual leave. Herb visited the Gatlinburg 
area while Andy went the other direction to Daytona Beach. 

FRANK BAUGHMAN 
Superintendent 

TABLE ROCK STATE PARK — By the time this report 
is read, we will be into the summer season. Amid reports of 
possible gas shortages, visitation to this park for the spring 
months has been up considerably over the past year. Many 
people from the Greenville area find it well worth the short 
drive to find pedal boats and carpet golf open for their 
convenience, along with some of the most scenic and 
beautiful areas to enjoy an afternoon picnic. 

Park visitors using the Hemlock Picnic Shelter this year 
will find the new bathrooms a welcome addition. Renovation 
of the bathhouse is nearing completion with new timbers and 
siding being put up along with new ceramic tile and quarry 
tile floors being installed throughout the facility. 

The new bridge crossing Scenic Highway #11 is still 
partially complete with the highway being open for traffic 
sometime around the last of June. 

We would like to extend a warm welcome to David 
Davis, our new Ranger I. David is from Pickens and we hope 
that he finds park work both challenging and rewarding. 

The park staff here at Table Rock wishes all of you a 
most successful and safe summer season. If you are ever in 
our area, please stop by and say hello. 

R. A. MITCHELL 
Ranger II 
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This summer seems to have started like many in the past. 
Park employees being transferred, parks filled with visitors, 
plenty of grass cutting, and truckloads of garbage. District 
Four hasn't escaped these in any way. Lee Jordan, 
Superintendent, King's Mountain, recently retired to the 
Myrtle Beach area for rest and relaxation in the surf. To him, 
we say thanks for the years of dedicated and hard work with 
our best wishes for many healthy years to enjoy retirement. 
Congratulations are extended to Lew Cato for his promotion 
to Superintendent at Kings Mountain; to Larry McPherson 
on his move to Dreher Island as Ranger II; and to Michael 
Clark for his promotion to Tradesworker at Hickory Knob. 

With visitors coming heavily into the parks, many 
locations have had their share of those who abuse this 
privilege. Being trained in law enforcement and having 
constable status has helped, but each employee should strive 
to maintain a positive attitude and show respect to all 
visitors, regardless of any problems encountered. Many times 
the approach and attitude of the employee has made a bad 
situation worse. Let us all remember these things and have a 
safe, successful, and prosperous summer season. 

FREDDIE PARKMAN 
District IV Superintendent 

ANDREW JACKSON STATE PARK — Spring is very 
much with us here at Andrew Jackson. It has brought about 
an increase in every category; park use, revenue, museum 
tours, vandalism, posion oak, everything! 

During the late winter, we added an additional loop to 
our existing nature trail. To clarify the route, we mounted 
directional arrows on posts at all intersecting points. It was 
very well accepted, and soon became a major attraction of 
the park. Unfortunately, it also began to attract motorcycles, 
beer-drinkers, and persons who saw fit to rearrange or 
eliminate our signs. Cemented posts, plus replacing nails with 
lag bolts, remedied this. 

The Canadian geese that have been on our lake since fall 
have recently hatched five goslings. They are well provided 
for, as we feed them bread and grain each evening. Also, four 
of our full-time resident geese keep a constant surveillance on 
their activities. A few fishermen and women have made 
exceptional catches of bass, crappie, and bream. David 
Sistar, a regular camper from nearby Elgin, reported catching 
an 8-pound channel catfish on May 5th. 

Our picnic shelters are in heavy demand for the rest of the 
year. I may be the best fed ranger in the state! I am very 
fortunate to be invited to join in on several reunion dinners 
per week. It is so hard to say "no" when the smell of these 
delicious dinners fill the park. 

STEVE BUCHANAN 
Ranger 

BAKER CREEK STATE PARK — The wheels of the 
spring and summer work wagon have started to turn. The 
weekend picnickers are becoming a familiar and welcome 
sight. A few people are even going in swimming. 

The camping is picking up, but all of the out-of-state 
campers are talking about the same thing; the gas situation. 
Thats something we're all concerned about. Mac tells me the 
camping is a little off. The gas shortage, and some very bad 
weather seems to be the biggest reasons. But gas shortage or 
not, we're ready for our public. 

We've opened up both campgrounds, and planted grass 
on the beach at the pavilion and have gotten it ready for the 
summer season. Have I forgotten anything? That is the 
question we're all asking each other. 

Now in the line of recreation, the fishing has been great. 
Most of our regular customers have been more than satisfied. 
Mac Copeland, our Superintendent, has won a couple of bass 
fishing tournaments. Kennedy Moore and I have been 
entertaining people at night with music and singalongs. 

Looking toward the future, we've been working on our 
project proposal for the fall and winter. We hope to rework 
some campsites, and try and get a new ranger residence. But 
let's get through summer first. From all of us at Baker Creek 
have a safe and prosperous summer. 

DAVID G. CANNON 
Ranger II 
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CHESTER STATE PARK — Springtime has been a 
beautiful and busy season here at Chester State Park. Picnic 
shelters and the recreation building have been heavily used 
by school groups, churches, organizations and family 
reunions. 

The 4-H Horse shows are scheduled for April, June and 
August. These always draw a large crowd. 

Ther Bermuda High Soaring competition held at the 
Chester Airport in May usually brings many campers from as 
far away as New York. It looks strange to see trailers with 
gliders on campsites. The event was not well attended this 
year due to the gasoline prices and spot shortages. 

May 12th was 4-H Field Day in Chester County 4-H 
clubs. Exhibits, competition and games were the order for the 
day. My oldest son, Brian won first place in the bicycle 
rodeo. 

May 19th brings the second annual Chester County 
Spring Festival. Last year's event drew a crowd of 800 people 
and this year's should be even better. The city and county 
Recreation Departments sponsor and plan this event. The 
entire park is utilized for exhibits, demonstrations, dog 
shows, live entertainment and much more, all with a county 
fair flavor. Just good clean fun! We always enjoy having 
programs that the entire family can participate in. 

Between all the fun comes mountains of litter to be picked 
up and miles of grassy areas to be cut. 

May we all have a safe summer. 

WAYNE TIMMS 
Superintendent 

DREHER ISLAND STATE PARK — Dreher Island 
Phase I construction is still progressing at a moderate pace. 
Several buildings have been completed and released for park 
use. 

The park is open again for limited day use. Full camping 
and day-use facilities are anticipated sometime this summer. 

Park personnel are presently engaged in clearing picnic 
areas around shelters and the lake shore. Also, several 
projects not included in various contracts are under way. 

All park personnel at Dreher Island are looking forward 
to a busy summer with a standard park operation that has 
been so long in coming into existence. 

R. F. PARRISH 
Superintendent 

The tackle shop at Dreher Island 
State Park, where fishing supplies, 
refreshments and other items may be 
purchased. 

A large, screened-in picnic shelter 
at Dreher Island. 
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GREENWOOD STATE PARK — I hope it is not going 
to be as dry a summer as it has been a wet spring. If so, we 
won't get a drop of rain at Greenwood all summer long! 
Since the week before Easter, we have not had a weekend 
without some rain. 

This has really hurt our revenue and camping, as we are 
down from last year in both areas. Although these two are 
down, attendance is higher than last year. The only 
explanation for that is that fishing has been good on the lake 
and it also seems to clear off every Sunday afternoon for our 
never ceasing, aimlessly riding teenagers. They must be 
spending all of their money on gas, since they don't seem to 
be helping business at the Trading Post! 

We are gearing up for what will hopefully be a very 
productive summer. I feel like the gas problem will not 
effect our camping that much since most of our campers are 
from this area. Right now we just need the sunshine more 
than we do the gas. 

JOE L. HAMBRIGHT, JR. 
Superintendent 

HAMILTON BRANCH STATE PARK — During the 
spring season, the park has been alive with new growth. 
Flowers were everywhere and many complimentary remarks 
were made about the dogwood trees throughout the park. 
The yard around the ranger residence by the entrance gate 
added to the beauty of the park this spring. The Sloans have 
taken a lot of time and put forth a great effort in arranging 
the flowers around their home. There are six different kinds 
of rose bushes in front of the house, plus large calla lilies, iris, 
azaleas, day lilies, petunias, and dogwood trees shading the 
lawn. This beautiful arrangement of flowers makes the 
entrance into the park a pleasant sight for park visitors. 

Even though the park has blossomed with new growth, 
the number of visitors seems to be down this spring. The 
weather has been rainy and the fishing a little slow. Hopefully 
the gas situation won't hurt park attendance this summer 
season. 

This may be a good reason for more local people to visit 
the parks near them. 

During the past few months the park has been without a 
second ranger, and working longer than normal hours was 
necessary for Charles and myself. It was nice that he and I 
have loving wives at home to understand the problems 
associated with park work. Charles and I would like to 
extend our thanks at this time to his wife, Betty and my 
bride, Daphne. Thank you! 

We hope that everyone has a nice summer! 

STEVEN EDISON 
Superintendent 

HICKORY KNOB STATE PARK — Instead of the 
usual writings about the work projects, park visitation, and 
the groups that have been attending Hickory Knob, this 
section will give you the opportunity to learn a little more or 
to re-acquaint yourself with the staff at Hickory Knob. 

Since the maid's staff is rarely mentioned in Park Lites, 
we will cover that group of fine workers first. Betty Young, 
the Housekeeper and Supervisor of the maids, is an avid 
clogger, a member of the McCormick County Gold Dust 
Cloggers, and spends many of her days off the park dancing 
at various festivals including Oconee. One group of the maids 
hail from the McCormick-Edgefield area and this group 
includes Liza Settles, Eddie Ruth Cartledge, Mae Rose 
Deans, and Rose Bell Duncan. Ms. Liza enjoys visiting her 
relatives in the Washington, D. C. area; Ms. Mae Rose loves 
to listen to gospel music and the Sunday morning gospel 
shows; Ms. Rose Bell is an avid flower grower and almost 
always keeps a vase or two of roses, gardenias or other 
flowers in the Lodge Room at Hickory Knob; Eddie Ruth is 
Ms. Rose Bell's daughter and enjoys singing with her church 
choir. Two of our maids, Ms. Ola Bell Evans and Doris 
Norman, are from across the river over in Lincolnton, 
Georgia. They are a mother-daughter team and they both 
enjoy gardening although of different varieties. Ms. Ola Bell 
is a vegetable gardener while Doris really enjoys working in 
her flower beds. Artricia Brown and Pat Mims are from 
McCormick and they both are very involved with their 
families. Tricia is the proud mother of two sons and Pat is 
expecting a new child in July. 

Thomas Smith is the "bell-hop" at Hickory Knob but his 
duties and talents go far beyond that. One of his main jobs is 
keeping the shine on the Lodge Room floor (which gets 
numerous compliments weekly). On his off-days he enjoys 
shopping, visiting friends, and smoking a good cigar. 

One of the contestants in the Hickory Knob Lung Run 
prepares to cross the finish line in front of the park's lodge 
building. 
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Runners and spectators jam the start/finish area at the Hickory Knob Lung Run. The weather was cool, and the times 
were relatively fast, according to the official scorer. Notice the digital timing clock mounted on top of a car at the finish 
line. The event, sponsored by the South Carolina Lung Association, was extremely well organized. 

The front desk clerks consist of Mrs. Dot Scott, Sandra 
Lanier, and Angela Cook. Mrs. Scott is a recent bride and 
enjoys the good life of Plum Branch. Sandra is quite familiar 
with the state park life since her husband is the, 
Superintendent of Georgia's Elijah Clark State Park. She has 
a son, Troy, and their family enjoys fishing and camping. 
Angela also lives in Georgia; her husband is a Georgia Game 
Warden and they are planning a big off-coast fishing trip this 
summer. 

Cyndy Matheny is another member of the front desk staff 
and the most recently hired employee of the Knob. Her 
husband is a pharmacist in the town of McCormick and they 
are the proud parents of two young girls. 

Our night owl and night auditor is James Bledsoe. James 
is a resident of McCormick, a guy who enjoys roaming the 
back country in his jeep, collecting Indian artifacts, wood 
carving and drawing. 

Mrs. Dot Elliott, Recreator, says that her main hobby is 
Hickory Knob! When she is not here she enjoys sewing, 
doing her arts and crafts using natural materials and fishing 
Clark Hill with her husband. 

Don and Bernice Holloway are the husband-wife team of 
the park. Don is an avid fisherman and also enjoys growing 
shrubbery taken from cuttings around the park. Bernice, the 
park reservationist, loves the sea coast and spends a great 
deal of time reading. 

Ray Getsinger, the water plant operator, also loves to 
spend his spare time on the lake fishing for the big one. By 
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the way, Ray and Robert Wilson teamed up in early April to 
win the 1st Hickory Knob Rangers Bass Tournament. The 
other teams consisted of, in the order of finish (2) Don 
Holloway and Mike Clark (3) Ted Williams and Roger Ardis 
(3) Alan Barwick (now at Santee) and Lawrence Campbell 
(Restaurant Operator). 

The ranger crew consists of Roger, Mike, and Robert. 
Roger Ardis enjoys working in his yard and taking trips with 
his wife, Freda, to the mountains and visiting his Mom in 
Wedgefield. Mike is also another guy who likes to fish when 
they are biting, picking the guitar and singing to wife Jackie. 
Robert is the proud owner of a new bass boat and enjoys 
visiting with his children and grandchildren. 

The Tackle Shop operators are Jessie Cline and Jeff 
Edmunds. Jessie is a resident of Greenwood and enjoys 
working in the outdoors with his wife Betty. Jeff is a radio 
and TV electronics student at Greenwood TEC and loves to 
fish. 

Our Park Superintendent Ted Williams, enjoys fishing, 
especially for rock fish on the Saluda River, following the 
Tigers of Clemson University and making Mike Davidson 
write the Park Lites at least three times a year! (Good job, 
Mike! Ed.) 

MIKE E. DAVIDSON 
Assistant Superintendent 
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KINGS MOUNTAIN STATE PARK — We are getting 
ready for the summer season here at Kings Mountain, and it 
looks like it is going to be a good year for this park. 

We have been having large crowds camping and 
picnicking on the weekends this spring. The warm weather 
has been ideal for camping-out and day use cookouts. It 
looks like the gas energy crisis may be on our side this 
season. The way the gas shortages looks now, the public 
won't have much gas to travel to our beaches and mountain 
areas. 

Around the last of March we had some 300 Boy Scouts 
here for a South Carolina Camporee. Everyone got along just 
fine, and some of them wanted to come back at a later date. 

We have had several large groups from nearby schools visit 
our Living History Farm. The visitors enjoy the farm, but the 
problem of litter is increasing. 

Fishing has been good in Lake York in the last month, 
with good catches of bass, bream, and catfish. We are trying 
to make the fishermen aware of our boating problems and we 
are getting good cooperation from our oldtimers who like to 
fish Lake York. 

The square dance camping club from Steel Creek 
Presbyterian Church in Charlotte, N. C. spent the weekend 
here at the park April 13, 14, and 15. They had a big crowd 
and square dancing was enjoyed by campers and dancers 
alike. 

As my retirement date draws near I would like to take this 
opportunity to express my sincere appreciation to the entire 
PRT staff, especially Mr. Sisk, Mr. Kolb, and Mr. Brinkman, 
for their support and assistance to me through the years. 

The new shower building under construction at Camp 
Cherokee, one of two group camps at Kings Mountain. Work 
on the building is being done by the Maintenance Crew, 
YACC workers and park personnel. 

During the past years we have enjoyed being a member of 
the park system. We have also enjoyed the times and 
experiences in helping rebuild the parks we have lived at, 
starting with Myrtle Beach, Greenwood, Santee, Hunting 
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Kings Mountain Superintendent Lew Cato (promoted since 
this photograph was taken) repairs a broken frame in the 
recently-renovated shop at the park. (Congratulations, Lew! 
Ed.) 

Island, back to Myrtle Beach then to Hunting Beach and 
presently at Kings Mountain. If I have contributed anything 
toward the future generation during my career as a member 
of PRT, all my work and efforts will be worthwhile. 

I would like to thank all my fellow Superintendents and 
Rangers for sharing their experiences and problems with me. 
Also, my thanks to my staff here at Kings Mountain; all of 
you should be proud of the accomplishments that have taken 
place here at Kings Mountain over the past six years. I thank 
each of you from the bottom of my heart for your 
outstanding performance and cooperation. (May God be with 
you in the future.) 

Upon my retirement, Blanche and I will be living just 
outside of Conway, S. C. off 544 in the Socastee Township. 
First of all I plan to rest, fish and plant a garden, and later 
Blanche and I plan on taking a trip, possibly out of the 
country. 

I would like to extend a personal invitation to all PRT 
personnel to come by and see us anytime. 

(Retiring Superintendent Lee Jordan was surprised and 
speechless when a group of campers at Kings Mountain 
presented him with a plaque which read: "LEE JORDAN 
. . . PARK SUPERINTENDENT . . . KINGS MOUNTAIN 
STATE PARK ... IN APPRECIATION FROM THE 
CAMPERS WHO ADMIRE AND LOVE YOU . . 1979." 
Jordan remarked that it was one of the nicest gestures he had 
received during his many years in state park service, and that 
it will be prominently displayed on the wall of his retirement 
home in the Socastee area near Conway. Ed.) 

LEE W. JORDAN 
Superintendent 
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Two baby ducks from Charles Towne Landing check out 
their new surroundings in the irrigation pond at Kings 
Mountain State Park. Keeping a watchful eye on the pair is 
Superintendent Lew Cato. 

LANDSFORD CANAL STATE PARK — The beautiful 
spring days are bringing out the park visitors again. 

The weekdays are most popular for the fishermen but the 
weekends find the entire family joining him. 

The Wildflower Nature Walk which has become an 
annual event at Landsford Canal each spring was certainly a 
success this year. 

I'd like to commend John Reid Clonts, our state park 
naturalist, for the outstanding job that he did in making the 
event such a success. 

Some personal friends, my wife and myself joined John 
and his group on the walk and found it to be most 
interesting. 

I now find myself being more careful where I walk when 
on the nature trail and find myself trying to recall some of the 
names of the wildflowers. If you have never gone on the 
nature trail walk I'd like to recommend that you make plans 
next year to join our naturalist on one of the walks. I think 
you will find it most enjoyable. 

This is wishing each of the parks a most safe and 
successful season. 

MARSHALL L. BRUCKE 
Superintendent 

SESQUICENTENNIAL STATE PARK — Park at
tendance is increasing and it is difficult keeping people out of 
the lake. They are ready to go swimming! At the moment we 
have more applications than needed to fill summer A-2 
positions. I hope all those selected show up on opening day! 

The ice storm in February is history now but we are still 
working on the damage. May is always one of our toughest 
months, because of all the school parties. We are swamped at 
times by a parking lot full of school buses dumping hundreds 
of little "litter bugs" into the picnic and play areas. 

Progress is slow but steady, however. Guided by 
Naturalist Joe Watson, the YACC crew planted 2,000 trees in 
the park and we are hoping for a good survival rate. The 
YACC crew moved into their new quarters on March 20th 
and landscaping the grounds is a current project. The 
facilities are really nice and I hope you will see them when 
you are in the Columbia area. Kay and Van are most 
gracious in showing them off. 

February 13th proved to be an unlucky day as Ranger 
Canada's quarters were gutted by fire. Clothing, appliances 
and furniture were destroyed. The renovation of the building 
was completed two weeks ago and Ray and family are settled 
in again. 

After twelve years of faithful service, our little Ford 
tractor finally had to have a major overhaul. The spillway 
from our lake was crumbling and had a lot of concrete repair. 
The carpet golf course has a new coat of paint and has been 
operating for the past month on weekends. 

The train station for the PRT-AMTRACK is well under 
way. We hope to have the "Best Friend" on display in a few 
more weeks. Due to a misquote in a local paper, everyone 
expects to be riding the train this summer. 

A sunny afternoon is an ideal time for a picnic, as these 
visitors at Sesquicentennial State Park are discovering. 
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YACC Assistant Director Vandell 
Davis and a YACC trainee sample 
some fruit juice in the assembly/ 
game room of the new YACC quar
ters at Sesquicentennial State Park. 

Personnel from the Maintenance 
Crew and Service & Supply hard at 
work on the shed that will house a 
replica of "The Best Friend of 
Charleston," America's first pas
senger train. The train is a hand
crafted reproduction of the original 
train that made its public debut on 
Christmas Day in 1830. The train will 
be displayed at Sesqui later this 
summer. 

Alcohol continues to be a problem and we are getting 
some static from park visitors concerning definition of 
alcoholic beverages under S. C. State Law. Two local 
representatives are proposing legislation that will put State 
Parks in the same category as school grounds, where it is 
already unlawful to take wine and beer. Wish us luck. 

A very special event occurred on February 11. Ila and I 
became grandparents when our Susan and husband Dale 
presented us a grandson. Gus and Dot Krajcik also have a 
Susan, and she presented them ANOTHER grandson. 
Everyone is doing fine! 

Wishing you all a safe and happy summer; "Granddaddy" 
Meadors. 

JIM MEADORS 
Superintendent 

SERVICE AND SUPPLY CENTER — We would like to 
welcome Ms. Rosalyn Argro to the Service and Supply 
Center. Rosalyn joined us on April 16 as Data Coordinator 
in our computer room. She graduated from Winthrop 
College in 1976, and has been working with the South 
Carolina Credit League. We feel that she will be a great asset 
to our operation. 

So far, this season promises to be a busy one. 
Requisitions have been pouring in and issue reports come 
off of the computer in stacks! The parks are certainly keeping 
us busy here. 

I would like to thank everyone personally for the help and 
support that I have received since becoming office manager. 
It means a lot to me to know I have such good friends as 
those in our park family standing with me. 

SUSAN FOWLER 
Office Manager 
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A Trend Toward Smaller Camping 
Information from camping and travel publications, 

plus reports from state park superintendents, point to 
an upsurge in popularity of smaller camping trailers, 
tent campers and tents. It seems that families are 
continuing to enjoy camping, but may be switching to 
smaller, more fuel-efficient rigs. These photographs 
were taken at Myrtle Beach State Park, and illustrate 
how campers are coping with the ever-increasing cost 
of gasoline. 
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New Employees 
Rosalyn E. Argro Data Coordinator I Service and Supply Center 

Charles Atkinson Ranger I Redcliffe 
Joanna Bertillacci Information Clerk Charles Towne Landing 

Cornelius Burns Animal Care Assistant Charles Towne Landing 

Kathleen C. Chapman Canteen Operator I Charles Towne Landing 

Celia Cowart Clerk II Hunting Island 

Vicki Cripps Information Clerk I Charles Towne Landing 

John W. Culbreth Ranger I Goodale 

Edward Frasier Ranger 1 Old Dorchester 

Mervin G. Hall Animal Caretaker Assistant Charles Towne Landing 

Nancy Jehl Information Clerk Charles Towne Landing 

Shirley M. Jones Canteen Operator 1 Charles Towne Landing 

Cynthia M. Matheny Clerk Typist II Hickory Knob 

Maxcey W. Roscoe Ranger I Cheraw 

Charles R. Rutledge Ranger I Cheraw 

Laura Seithel Information Clerk I Charles Towne Landing 

Carl W. Seymour Craftsworker 1 Charles Towne Landing 

Michael Szkolka Information Clerk Charles Towne Landing 

Lynne E. Thrane Canteen Operator 1 Charles Towne Landing 

Edith F. Tillson Clerk 11 Santee 
Roger Dale Tompkins Ranger I Rose Hill 

James D. Wilson Ranger 1 I.ee 

Promotions and Transfers 
Name From To 
Allan Barwick Trades Worker — SSC Assistant Superintendent — Santee 

Michael Clark Ranger II -— Hickory Knob Trades Worker — Hickory Knob 
Harry Gilmore CETA Ranger Trainee — Kings Mountain Ranger I — Barnwell 

Mervin G. Hall Animal Caretaker Assistant — CTL Animal Caretaker — CTL 
Charles Hatfield Assistant Superintendent — Santee Trades Worker Supvr. — Maint. & Constr. 

Charles P. Love Ranger I -- Landsford Canal Ranger II — Hickory Knob 

Charles Rainey Ranger 111 — Hunting Island Assistant Superintendent — Kings Mountain 

Edward Robinson Cook 1 1 — YACC Recreation Specialist — YACC 
Thomas M. Shuler Trades Worker Suprv. — SSC Maint. Suprv. — SSC 

Chevis Wald Trades Worker — SSC Trades Worker Suprv. — SSC 

Resignations 
Donald Allen Groundskeeper 1 Charles Towne Landing 

Jeffrey R. Bennett Ranger I Redcliffe 
Rachael Black Secretary II Engineering and Planning 

Steven Cumbee Ranger I Goodale 
Barbara Disney Animal Caretaker II Charles Towne Landing 

Frances Dunning Clerk 11 Santee 
Karen E. Frazier Custodial Worker II Santee 
Lulita L. Graham Clerk II Hunting Island 

Julie Hodges Clerk Typist Hickory Knob 

Sarah Jefferies Information Clerk Charles Towne Landing 

Milford J. Lowery Ranger I Table Rock 

Robert Madden Ranger 1 Hamilton Branch 

Eddie Odum Information Clerk Charles Towne Landing 

Barbara Player Information Clerk Charles Towne Landing 

Katherine Reinhart Information Clerk Charles Towne Landing 

Susan Stephans Craftsworker Charles Towne Landing 

Retirement 
Lee Jordan Park Superintendent IV Kings Mountain 

George Ogletree Carpenter Charles Towne Landing 

Bea Ross Superintendent II Barnwell 
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THE KEY WORD IS . . . 

DISCOVERY! 

We are being beseiged from all sides with questions 
concerning the availability and price of gasoline, and it 
is all too easy to draw negative conclusions, park the 
car in the garage and watch TV. However, there can 
be a positive, rewarding answer to the present dilema, 
one that we may have overlooked. 

The key word is "discovery!" Many people form 
their vacation plans based upon a "quantity" rather 
than a "quality" of experiences. They want to drive as 
far as possible from home, travel through as many 
states as time will allow, stopping just long enough to 
be able to say to the folks back home ... "I was 
there!" A color slide of the family posed at the 
entrance is all that we need! So back into the 
car and on to the next entrance! And so it goes! 

Families may be taking more frequent trips closer 
to home, with the positive result that the "ten minute 
stop for a photograph at the park entrance" may 
become a pleasant afternoon or day of discovery! With 
more time and shorter distances to travel, we can slow 
down and reap an unexpected bonus of "discovery." 
You may discover good fishing in streams that you had 
previously not noticed, observe more of nature's drama 
than you witnessed before, and explore fascinating 
areas that used to be a passing blur. 

This would seem to be an ideal time to promote 
our beautiful state of South Carolina to the South 
Carolinians that live here! "while tourism is generally 
considered in terms of out-of-state visitors and the 
dollars they add to our economy, there is also a 
rationale for considering intra-state tourism and its 
benefits. Many South Carolinians cannot or do not 
travel to other states. Many cannot afford the expense, 
and may not be able to accumulate the needed days or 
weeks away from the job. However, they may be able 
to visit other regions of South Carolina and discover 
"beauty in their own backyard!" 

I have recently visited many South Carolina state 
parks, and have enjoyed many miles of our state's 
"back roads." What a refreshing change from the 
interstate highways, crowded with commuters, that 
lead into Columbia and other metropolitan areas! 
There is almost a therapeutic value to such back road 
meandering that clears the mind and refreshes the 
soul. I found myself feeling at peace with the world as I 
enjoyed the solitude of the moment. Yes, "therapeutic 
back roads" are there, waiting to be discovered by 
those that venture away from the "superslab!" 

We seem to be obsessed with quantity and size 
rather than quality. Our quests for homes and cars 
seem to reflect this thinking, and so do our vacations 
and other travels. Maybe we as a people will slow 
down, discover things that have been here all along, 
and replace our quantity of experiences with a quality 
of richer experiences. 

Remember, the key word is discovery, but you've 
got to slow down to find it! 
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Jogging and running continue to be popular with many people, young and old. Some 250 persons competed in 
and 10,000 meter runs held May 28 at Hickory Knob State Resort Park, near McCormick. The event, the "Hickory 
Lung Run," was sponsored for the second year by the South Carolina Lung Association. 
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