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ABOUT THE COVER: Caesar's Head State Park, a new state 
park in upper Greenville County, has recently opened up a store 
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1,200-acre tract of wilderness mountain property at Caesar's Head 
and 3,600 acres of the Jones Gap Wilderness Area. 



Trent the Dif 
We began the summer season with our fingers 

crossed and our park gates wide open. We wondered 
what effect the increasing price and "spot shortages" 
of gasoline would have on attendance. Not to be 
overlooked was the rising cost of living and the 
resulting decrease of "extra money" for vacation trips. 

The Memorial Day weekend ushered in the 
summer, and with it came a wet month with rain and 
more rain! The Fourth of July wasn't far behind, and 
now Labor Day is past and the summer of 1979 is 
history. How did we fare? 

We had a slight increase in visitation and a larger 
increase in revenue, which may be explained by an 
increase in the price of merchandise, camping and 
cabin rentals. 

We received a few cabin cancellations from out-of-
staters who couldn't find gasoline or were afraid that 
they would get stranded somewhere between their 
home and their destination here in South Carolina. I 
talked with many out-of-state visitors at South 
Carolina state parks, and very few experienced any 
problems finding gasoline. Some tried to avoid 
traveling on the weekends, when stations were closed 
or operating on shorter hours. The "scare effect" 
seemed to keep some folks home, but those that did 
decide to travel found gasoline. 

The presence of park personnel with constable 
powers and the passing of our state park rules and 
regulations into state law by the legislature had positive 
effects this summer. Vandalism was on the decrease 
and many of the potential trouble-makers stayed away 
or behaved themselves. 

We received many complimentary letters and very 
few letters of complaint from park visitors this 

summer. My sincere thanks go out to our superin
tendents, rangers and summer help for a job well done. 
Not to be overlooked are the wives of our park 
personnel, who perform a variety of tasks daily to 
assist park visitors. Having lived on state parks for 
many years, I know how involved an entire family can 
become in the operation of a park. The point is . . . 
everyone, working together, did a first-class job this 
summer, and 1 want each one of you to know that I 
appreciate it! 

The summer came to a tension-filled ending with 
the arrival of hurricane David. While most of the state 
sustained only minimal damage, the coastal area 
received some entensive damage in certain sections. 
Hunting Island is closed for the weekend as of this 
writing while repairs can be made. Three cabins will 
have to be relocated, fifteen hundred feet of road and 
waterline will have to be replaced or rebuilt, and a 
general clean-up of the entire park will have to be done 
before the park will be suitable for use. Through it all, 
we were fortunate to have no serious injuries or loss of 
life. And for this, we are grateful. 

Work is proceeding at Caesar's Head, and we 
anticipate opening the store by September 20. All of us 
are excited about the acquisition of this property and 
the potential that it holds for the future. I appreciate 
the work that so many have done to get this facility 
ready for use. 

Elsewhere in this issue you will find a listing of bond 
authorizations approved by the General Assembly for 
improvements to the South Carolina state park 
system. State bonds in excess of five million dollars 
were approved for these projects, and we appreciate 
the continuing confidence of the legislature and 
Governor Riley in our efforts to provide wholesome 
places for recreation and relaxation. We will be busy in 
the coming months as we complete these projects, and 
we are confident that the visitors to South Carolina 
state parks will be appreciative of the changes and 
additions. 

I hope that all park personnel are making 
arrangements to take vacations during the coming 
months. You have certainly earned it, and my hat is off 
to each one of you for serving the thousands of park 
visitors so well during the past summer! 

no. 
RAY M. SISK, Director 
Division of State Parks 





BOND AUTHORIZATION FOR 
S. C. DEPARTMENT OF PARKS, RECREATION & TOURISM 

IN THE 
1979-1980 BOND BILL 

APPROVED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
State Federal Total 

Project Description Bonds Funds Funding 

General Improvements throughout State Park System $ 400,000 $ -0- $ 400,000 

Hunting Island State Park — Erosion Control/Redevelopment . 600,000 -0- 600,000 

Lake Hartwell State Park — Developments 1,185,874 957,974 2,143,848 

Lynches River State Park — Pool and Facilities 75,000 75,000 150,000 

Utility Repairs at State Parks 400,150 200,075 600,225 

Lee State Park — Equestrian Facilities 32,000 -0- 32,000 

Landsford Canal State Park — Phase 2 Development 175,000 88,000 263,000 

Hickory Knob State Park — Lodging Facilities 250,000 -0- 250,000 

Table Rock State Park — Oolenoy Lake Addition 100,000 50,000 150,000 

Myrtle Beach State Park — Country Store 80,000 -0- 80,000 

Myrtle Beach State Park — Swimming Pool 375,000 375,000 750,000 

Dreher Island State Park — Phase 2 Development 385,000 300,000 685,000 

Sesquicentennial State Park — Train Restoration/Track 50,000 -0- 50,000 

Santee State Park — Boat Ramp 20,000 -0- 20,000 

Musgrove Mill State Park — Initial Development 200,000 -0- 200,000 

Goodale State Park — Recreation Building 150,000 -0- 150,000 

Croft State Park — Jogging Course 5,630 -0- 5,630 

Caesar's Head State Park — Initial Development 245,190 48,840 294,030 

Greenwood State Park — Boat Ramp/Facilities 20,000 -0- 20,000 

Woods Bay State Park — Development 120,000 10,000 130,000 

Santee State Park Fort Watson Improvements 45,000 -0- 45,000 

Colleton State park — Recreation Facilities 65,000 20,000 85,000 

*Anderson County Brissey's Valley Boat Ramp 15,000 -0- 15,000 

Redcliffe Plantation State Park — Additions 102,000 60,000 162,000 

Rose Hill State Park — Renovations 100,000 -0- 100,000 

Keowee-Toxaway State Park — Camping Area 75,000 75,000 150,000 

Croft State Park — Road Improvements 15,000 -0- 15,000 

TOTAL PRT PERMANENT IMPROVEMENTS $5,285,844 $2,259,889 $7,545,733 

*A local project. 
The General Assembly authorized a PRT bond package totaling $5,285,844 to provide new recreation facilities and improvements 

at 26 state parks. The bond money will be matched by a total of $2,310,519 in federal funds, providing a total capital improvements 
budget of $7,596,363 for the state parks. Governor Riley approved all of the state park projects authorized in the bond act by the 
General Assembly. 
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STATE PARK ATTENDANCE 
FISCAL YEAR 1978-1979 

State Park 
Total Park 

State Park Cabins Campers Picnickers Swimmers Visitors 

Aiken 3,917 76,851 7,511 128,548 
Andrew Jackson 3,460 28,875 — 116,564 
Baker Creek 18,554 13,295 7,916 184,916 
Barnwell 1,082 1,556 76,737 2,178 151,764 
Charles Towne Landing — — — 231,592 
Cheraw 6,788 3,879 49,589 20,592 119,744 
Chester 4,948 37,157 — 192,676 
Colleton 3,554 40,060 — 45,064 
Croft 5,599 49,346 41,080 338,016 
Dreher Island — 67,650 — 73,732 
Edisto Beach 6,508 50,598 345,430 282,410 562,508 
Givhans Ferry 1,472 3,862 166,337 — 213,792 
N. R. Goodale — 43,601 12,656 127,664 
Greenwood 32,283 256,377 4,028 591,152 
Hamilton Branch 47,616 62,264 — 277,760 
Hampton Plantation — — — 436 
Hickory Knob 32,388 9,542 — — 417,188 
Hunting Island 22,208 103,079 143,715 — 772,734 
Huntington Beach 66,999 154,051 — 989,596 
Keowee-Toxaway 1,749 — 25,159 — 72,656 
Kings Mountain 23,621 101,050 8,876 195,104 
Landsford Canal — 12,842 — 50,260 
Lee 7,142 30,565 5,436 104,668 
Little Pee Dee 6,847 48,501 7,550 140,096 
Lynches River — 25,754 — 136,424 
Myrtle Beach 6,846 165,287 876,001 541,694 1,371,848 
Oconee 18,773 39,644 133,936 17,736 320,682 
Old Dorchester — 143,285 — 271,172 
Paris Mountain 10,499 213,044 17,200 671,968 
Pleasant Ridge 1,579 3,434 29,679 1,641 76,232 
Poinsett 2,769 4,442 121,362 10,238 238,124 
Redcliffe (under development) . — — — — — 

Rivers Bridge 1,495 46,434 9,909 100,020 
Rose Hill — 32,280 — 79,284 
Sadlers Creek 19,527 19,107 1,119 130,996 
Santee 21,694 47,906 146,935 9,007 1,098,908 
Sesquicentennial 14,839 148,413 16,951 291,088 
Table Rock 18,352 21,719 249,998 15,764 453,780 
Woods Bay — 26,474 — 51,116 

TOTALS 142,208 725,848 4,042,154 1,041,492 11,389,872 
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Park Construction Program 
FY 78-79 

Aiken 
Superintendent's residence was completely reno

vated with new insulating and heating systems. 

Andrew Jackson 
Architects were interviewed and are working on 

design for chapel building. 

Barnwell 
Barbecue shelter was built next to the Solomon 

Blatt Community Center. 

Charles Towne Landing 
The addition to the geodesic dome has been 

started and is under construction. The pavillion roof 
was rebuilt following extensive storm damage. 

Cheraw 
New water lines are being added to both group 

camps. 

Colleton 
The riverfront shelter has been completely rebuilt. 

Croft 
Two new tennis courts have been completed and 

placed in operation. 

Dreher Island 
The water and sewage contract has been com

pleted and both systems placed in operation. 19 
buildings including 2 residences, maintenance shop, 
four rest stations, comfort stations, tackle shop, 8 
picnic shelters, recreation building and a contact 
station has been completed and many of the facilities 
are open to public use. 

Edisto Beach 
The rewiring project of campground has been 

completed. 

Hampton Plantation 
The Master Plan for the park has been completed 

and work is under way by our architects on the plans 
and specifications for the renovation of the mansion 
and for a new picnic area. 

Hickory Knob 
The 18-hole championship golf course is under 

construction. 

Huntington Beach 
Construction work continues on the jetty for 

Murrells Inlet navigation project. 

Kings Mountain 
Work continues on the cotton gin on the living 

farm site. Maintenance Shop has been completely 
renovated. New facilities have been completed for the 
nursery. 

Lake Hartwell State Resort Park 
Design team has been selected and is proceeding 

with initial development for the Master Plan and 
working drawing. 

Landsford Canal 
Master Plan has been completed. Architect is 

working on design for picnic area. 

Lee 
Electric service to equestrian facility has been 

completed. The dam at the swimming lake was 
completely rebuilt by PRT's construction crew. 

Lynches River 
The design for the swimming pool/bathhouse 

complex is under way. 

Musgroves Mill 
Planning work is under way by PRT staff. 

Myrtle Beach 
Renovation completed of rest station in camping 

area. 

Oconee 
Renovation completed with old recreation building 

for museum, office and restaurant. 

Paris Mountain 
Sewage disposal system completed for Camp 

Buckhorn. 

Redcliffe 
Mansion has been completely repainted on the 

exterior. 

Santee 
The grill at the launch area has been completely 

renovated and enlarged. The barbecue shelter at the 
Village Round is under construction. 

Sesquicentennial 
The outdoor theater has been completely 

renovated into a headquarters for the Young Adult 
Conservation Camp. Shelter built for storage of the 
"Best Friend" train. 

Table Rock 
Lodge has been completed and work continues on 

the dam for the Oolenoy project. The design has been 
completed for the construction of a multi-purpose 
building. 

B. PEARCE THOMSON 
Engineering & Planning Coordinator 
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DUTIES 

DISTRICT I 
DEBBIE GRIFFIN, Public Information Specialist 

Charles Towne Landing 

DISTRICT II 
CARROLL ZISSETTE, Ranger 

Barnwell State Park 

DISTRICT III 
EARL BLAKELY, Ranger 

Oconee State Park 

DISTRICT IV 
GUS KRAJCIK, Ranger 

Sesquicentennial State Park 

CENTRAL OFFICE 
ROBERT J. PAPENFUS, Programs Coordinator 

PEARCE THOMSON 
Engineering and Planning Coordinator 

SUMMER EMPLOYEE 
LESLIE SALVO 

Table Rock State Park 

DEBBIE GRIFFIN — Debbie, a native of Columbia, has 
two brothers. Her father is employed with an institutional dessert 
company, while her mother keeps house (and Debbie's little 
brother!) Debbie graduated from Dreher High School in 1972, then 
attended U.S.C., where she majored in journalism, advertising and 
public relations. Debbie worked on the Gamecock staff and was 
head varsity cheerleader. While a student at Carolina, Debbie lived 
on campus in a dorm for two years, and off campus in an apartment 
for two years. 

Debbie worked at the Leaf & Petal Greenhouse while in school, 
and worked at South Carolina Federal as a savings counselor for 
four months after graduating from U.S.C. She joined the Tourism 
Division in January 1978 as a Publicity Specialist and Writer with the 
News & Publications Section. 

£55" 

Running, one of her favorite pasttimes, began rather innocently 
as therapy for torn ligaments in her knee which occurred while she 
was a student at Carolina. Debbie discovered that her exercise 
program was fun, and she eventually worked up to a routine of 
running four or five miles six times a week. Last fall she began 
running in 10,000 meter races (just over six miles). 

She competed in a 10,000 meter run from the Yorktown in 
Charleston, where she won her age division and finished third 
woman overall! The photograph accompanying this article was made 
at that event. She continues to maintain a regular running program, 
and competes in 10,000 meter events whenever possible. 
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Debbie has traveled to Florida, and took a trip to the Bahamas 
this past winter. She shares an apartment with two friends in 
downtown Charleston. Other hobbies which occupy her spare 
moments include bicycling, tennis and snow skiing. She plans to join 
a local ski club in Charleston. She had a greenhouse and garden in 
Columbia, and hopes to start one in Charleston, even if on a smaller 
scale! 

Debbie began work at Charles Towne Landing just prior to July 
4th, which involves one of the most widely publicized events at the 
Landing during the entire year! Because of this, she got quickly 
involved with publicity work and contact with news media 
representatives. "I met the right people right off the bat," she said. 

A young lady with definite ideas about what she wants to do, 
Debbie has a list of do's and don'ts regarding food. She eats fish and 
poultry, but no beef or pork, and ... no junk foods! She likes diet 
drinks and admits to being a "salad bar nut." Above all, she enjoys 
life, and finds her new job at Charles Towne Landing very enjoyable. 
"It's fun," she said, and many of us would do well to emulate her 
positive outlook on life! 

A lot of renovation work has been completed on the bathhouse, 
and Carroll hopes that it can eventually be replaced. Recent 
improvements in the camping area have included the cutting of trees 
and the leveling of pads. Carroll enjoys working with new 
Superintendent Jimmy Creech. The Zissettes enjoy visiting other 
state parks and meeting other park personnel, but they haven't 
done much out-of-state traveling. 

Camping and cabin rentals have picked up at Barnwell, and 
Carroll credits much of the increase to information being given to 
travelers at Welcome Centers. Camping clubs have increased their 
usage of park facilities in scheduling campouts. Living near the park 
gate, the Zissettes get an assortment of late-night callers wanting to 
get in (or get out of) the park. Carroll would like to see tennis courts 
and a swimming pool added at Barnwell. 

Carroll hitchhiked to Texas in his younger days, and particularly 
enjoyed visiting the Alamo. He would like to take his family there 
when time and money permit. The Zissettes enjoy fishing, playing 
canasta and attending flea markets and auctions. Anytime that they 
aren't at home, look for them at the nearest auction! 

CARROLL ZISSETTE — Carroll is a Sandlapper and is right at 
home in Barnwell County, where he was born. Carroll, whose 
parents are deceased, has three brothers and three sisters. The 
brothers live in Charlotte, Denmark and Rock Hill while two of the 
sisters live in Hilda and one in Japan. 

Carroll went as far as the seventh grade in Hilda, then worked in a 
service station for three or four years. His next twelve years were 
spent working in cotton mills, two years at the Orangeburg Cotton 
Mill and ten years at Barnwell Mills. 

Carroll and his wife Harriett had made plans to get married while 
at Barnwell State Park. They were married in July 1954, and Carroll 
said that someday he'd like to work at a state park! His wish came 
true when he accepted a job as Ranger at Barnwell in April 1968, and 
he has been there for the past eleven years. 

The Zissettes have three sons, all of whom finished school at 
Blackville. Deryl Allen is a supervisor at Barnwell Mills, Bucky works 
with the highway department in Barnwell and Keith also works at 
Barnwell Mills. Carroll and Harriet have one granddaughter of whom 
they are "real proud!" 

WILLIAM EARL BLAKELY - Earl, as he is known to his 
friends and co-workers, is another of the many state park employees 
who works within rock-throwing distance of his home. Earl grew up 
in nearby Mountain Rest (which is just down the road a piece from 
Oconee State Park!) where his folks still live. His father is retired 
from the construction business, while his two brothers and three 
sisters occupy the remaining chairs at the supper table when they 
drop by for a visit! 

Earl graduated from Walhalla High School in 1966. During his 
junior and senior years he worked in a local cabinet shop, and he 
stayed on after graduation until he joined the Army. His tour of duty 
included six months in Germany and 11 (4 months in Vietnam. Then 
it was back to the cabinet shop — Wood Products — where all 
types of custom cabinets, bank cages, etc, were manufactured. 
Earl's employer had been his high school woodworking instructor, so 
I guess Earl must have been his prize pupil! Anyway, Earl continued 
to work at the cabinet shop until he joined the park system in 
December 1972 as a Ranger at Oconee. "I had spent a lot of time at 
Oconee since I was a kid," Earl said, "and I knew the park like the 
back of my hand!" 
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Earl works the "second shift" at Oconee, which runs from 4 P.M. 
until — (until the day's work is done, Earl remarked!) His wife, 
Bonnie, is from nearby Seneca. The Blakelys have two children, a 
son, Eric, 4 and a daughter, Stacey, 10. Both Earl and Bonnie love 
the outdoors, especially fishing and "walking with the young'uns!" 
Earl also enjoys deer hunting, and has the results in his freezer to 
prove his markmanship! Eric is a true "chip off the old block" and is 
happiest when playing outdoors or chasing squirrels. 

Earl still builds cabinets and other wooden items in his spare time, 
and wishes that he had a shop in which to pursue his interest in this 
area. Square dances at Oconee continue to attract large numbers of 
campers, cabin renters and folks from nearby towns. Six to eight 
hundred is an average number of people that attend square dances 
at Oconee! Camping has been off a little, according to Earl, but the 
Fourth of July this year was the biggest day ever, with "wall-to-wall" 
people all over the park! 

Cabin vacancies that had not been filled through the public 
drawing were reserved by persons contacting the park staff. The 
park is used by many "Tarheels" from neighborhirtg North Carolina, 
and probably has more "repeat customers" than any other state 
park in South Carolina! 

Earl has settled into his job, and indicates that he really enjoys 
working with people. "I like to do things on the spur of the moment," 
he said with a smile. He indicated that plans made far ahead of time 
are often changed before the event occurs. Earl had a faraway look 
in his eyes when he mentioned that he had kinfolk in Oregon. If he 
fails to show up for work one day, we'll put out an all-points bulletin, 
beginning with the state of Oregon! 

Gus Krajcik's railroad hat is definitely NOT PRT isse, but 
it's proper when Gus is on the Best Friend! 

A. J. KRAJCIK — Gus's parents, now deceased, were both born 
in Czechoslovakia. They moved to this country in their teens; Gus 
was born in Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin. Gus has three sisters; 
two brothers died during World War II. The family lived in Chicago 
for 11 years, then moved to Elgin, forty miles west of Chicago. "The 
best thing we ever did was move to the farm in 1929 during the 
Depression," Gus said. 

Gus shaking hands with King George V of England while 
stationed in England during World War II. 

Gus graduated from Plato High School, Plato, Illinois, then 
worked on a dairy farm for a year. He then accepted a job as 
manager of a cattle feeder farm. The owner, John E. Olson, was the 
originator of the "Jolly Green Giant" vegetable products. Gus won 
ribbons showing cattle during his four-year stay at the farm. An Air 
Force bomber flew over the field where Gus was working one day in 
1942, and although Gus was draft exempt, he joined the Air Force. 

Gus trained at an air base near Las Vegas while the author John 
Steinbeck was there securing material for one of his books. After 
completing gunnery training, Gus was sent to Wendover Field, Utah 
where crews were formed and assigned to planes. Gus met Bing 
Crosby and Bob Hope while at Wendover, and still has Bob Hope's 
autograph. The crew was transferred to Westover Field, Massa
chusetts, where they flew submarine patrol for a month. Their next 
move was to Prestwick, Scotland, a ten-hour flight in their bomber, 
nicknamed "Sons of Fury," in which Gus was tail gunner. The next 
day they arrived at their base in England, from which they flew the 
maximum of 25 missions. While in England, Gus and the other 
members of his crew shook hands with King George V. Gus earned 
the Air Medal with three clusters and the D.F.C., then was sent 
back to the states. 

Gus was asigned to Columbia Air Base, where he flew as a turret 
gunner in an A-20 twin-engined light bomber. The crew flew training 
missions over Lake Murray, and Gus said that some of their "duds" 
from bombing practice runs must have been dug up on Dreher Island! 
"I tried to get into flying school," Gus said, "but my eyes weren't up 
to it." 

From Columbia, Gus and the rest of the crew was sent to the 
Pacific Theatre, where one significant mission was bombing 
Corregidor. Their tour of duty ended on Okinawa, from where they 
watched General MacArthur's plane flying to rendezvous with the 
Japanese to sign the peace treaty. 
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Gus met Dot, the woman he was to later marry, while stationed 
at Columbia Air Base. They spent a lot of Sundays at 
Sesquicentennial, and when Gus returned to the states after the 
war, they were married in August of 1946 at St. Peter's Church here 
in Columbia. They returned to Elgin, Illinois where Gus worked as 
manager of the repair department of an appliance store for ten 
years. While living in Elgin, Gus completed a course in Industrial 
Electronics and continued his electronics training at American 
Television & Electronics. He eventually received an Associate 
Degree in electronics and took a job with Motorola communications 
in Chicago as their export coordinator. 

After being cooped up in a tiny office for two years, Gus longed 
for the wide open spaces, and took a job as farm manager with a 
former customer of the appliance company, who happened to own 
the Schlitz Brewing Company. Gus and the family stayed at this 
farm near Barrington, Illinois for nine years. There were horses 
there, and Gus remembers it as an ideal place to raise their children. 
"All of them shared my love for the outdoors," Gus remarked. 

Gus's parents passed away and he decided that it was time to 
fulfill his promise to "bring Dot home again." "That was a pleasant 
time for us as we all loved South Caroljna," Gus said. Gus applied 
for a park ranger position in 1967 and was interviewed by Mr. 
Vreeland, since the parks were still under the State Forestry 
Commission. Gus began as a ranger at Cheraw State Park, working 
for Superintendent Storm Bailey. Larry Adair, presently the 
superintendent at Cheraw, was also a ranger there. 

Eighteen months later the Krajciks were transferred to Chester, 
then in six months to Aiken as superintendent. More moves were in 
store, and after a year at Aiken Gus moved to Hunting Island as 
superintendent, then in November of 1970, he came back to Sesqui, 
where it all began in 1944! The furniture was "tired" after seven 
moves in less than four years, so it had to be "retired." 

As food for thought, Gus recalled that he and Larry Adair were 
responsible at Cheraw for cleaning and maintaining two group 
camps, six cabins, in addition to the camping and picnic areas. From 
Memorial Day through Labor Day they worked seven days a week. 

Who says that it doesn't get cold here in the South during 
the winter? Here's Gus Krajcik displaying excellent form 
skating on the lake at Sesqui! 

Top salary was about $3,400 and they furnished their own uniforms 
and paid our own utilities. "I'm glad that I stayed, for I love the 
parks," Gus said. He is proud of our system, and says that we have 
come a long way since those "good old days!" 

Dot and Gus attend the Eighth Air Force reunion every year, 
which they enjoy very much. Gus's hobbies include deep sea fishing, 
golf, cruising Lake Murray on his pontoon boat and working around 
their place at the lake. Dot and Gus are avid Gamecock fans and try 
to see a couple of football games, almost all of the basketball games 
including tournament games in Greensboro and Raleigh. 

While at Sesqui, Gus has taken several courses at Midlands 
Technical College and one short course at Clemson University. One 
of the highlights of Gus's park career was attending the 
Southeastern Conference of State Parks, then the National 
Conference of State Parks the following year. Gus, who was 
superintendent at Hunting Island at the time, was asked to bring 
three hundred sand dollars to the national conference. Gus and 
other park personnel bleached the sand dollars in large tubs of 
bleach water. "We didn't have much skin left on our hands," he 
recalled, "but the shells were a delight to our friends from other 
states throughout the country." Gus enjoyed ice skating as a 
youngster, and competed in a mile race back in 1935 against a fellow 
named Miller that went on to the Olympics! He ice skated on the 
lakes at Aiken and Sesqui after severe winter storms caused the lakes 
to freeze. Gus admits to being a daredevil in his younger days, and 
enjoyed breaking-in horses and climbing windmills to grease the 
bearings! Gus played a lot of baseball in his younger days, especially 
when he was living in Elgin, Illinois. 

Dot, who is the chief clerk for the Richland County Health 
Department, enjoys doing crewel embroidery and loves to travel. 
She also spend many hours with Gus on their pontoon boat cruising 
Lake Murray. Although she is bothered by arthritis and back 
trouble, she doesn't let it get her down. They enjoy their place on 
the lake and will probably retire there eventually. One daughter lives 
near Swansea and the other two live in Alaska. Gus and Dot would 
like to visit Alaska someday, and since Dot has never been on a 
boat, Gus would like to take her on a cruise. 

Gus has another six years to go until he can retire with twenty 
years service. He has lived a full life, having been many places and 
done many things. However, he obviously enjoys life and doesn t 
plan to sit around in a rocking chair. Interviewing him was a 
pleasure, although I became so engrossed in conversation with him 
that my notes were a jumbled mess! He and Dot were married thirty-
three years on August 17, and from the twinkle in his eye, I would 
say that life in general has been good to him! 

ROBERT J. PAPENFUS "I was born at a young age," Bob 
wrote for this interview. Not being present at the time, I have no 
reason to doubt his word! Anyway, the place was Roscommon, 
Michigan, a resort area in the northern lower peninsula. His father, 
now retired, owned a logging and construction business, while his 
mother ran the office. Bob spent his summers logging and 
working in the sawmill and with a ready mix cement business. 

Bob earned varsity letters in four sports two years in a row while 
in high school, including basketball, football, baseball and track. 
Bob's track specialty was throwing the shotput. Bob attended 
Albrion College, also in Michigan, where he graduated with a B.S. in 
biology and a minor in art. He was a member of Sigma Nu fraternity, 
and served as its vice president. He played intramural football, 
basketball and softball. "I wasn't big enough nor nasty enough to 
play football with the real team," Bob exclaimed! His summers were 
spent in Honors College, and one summer Bob worked at Glacier 
National Park in northwestern Montana. "I washed pots, and 
through hard work, was promoted to bus boy," Bob said. "Big deal," 
he added! 
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Bob pursued graduate studies at Michigan State University, 
spending 2l/2 years in the Department of Fisheries and Wildlife. He 
was briefly enrolled in the School of Hotel and Restaurant 
Management, and managed a 150-unit apartment building while in 
school. "I did a research project on squirrels, and have the scars to 
prove it," Bob said proudly! 

His first job after leaving school was as Director of the Fenner 
Arboretum and Nature Center, where he stayed for 2J4 years. Bob 
worked with environmental programs for 50,000 elementary school 
children each year. 

Bob was happily married by this time to Catherine, a native of 
Toledo, Ohio. Bob and Cathy had met while they were in college. 
South Carolina beckoned, so they moved down here with all their 
wordly possessions in a U-Haul truck. "We knew the meaning of the 
word 'lonely,' for we didn't know a soul," Bob said! 

Bob's reason for coming south was to accept the job as Chief 
Naturalist with PRT's State Parks Division in 1970. Four years later 
Bob was promoted to Programs Coordinator, a position he still 
holds. Interests and activities occupying Bob's spare time include the 
following: a member of Congaree Presbyterian Church, serving on 
the Commitment Committee and with the Men of the Church; 
president of the Pine Ridge PTA for the last two years; member of 
board of directors of the South Carolina Folk Music Association; 
member of the Charwood Country Club and an Ostomy Volunteer 
with the American Cancer Society. 

Bob's hobbies include golf, tennis, non-running, and gardening, 
none of which he is proficient in (by his own admission! Ed.). He 
plans to start skiing again this winter, and is enjoying his new 
commuter vehicle, a Datsun 2000 roadster. Cathy is a secretary at 
a school near their home in Pine Ridge. They have two children, Jeff 
and Jennifer and a dog named Julep. 

B. PEARCE THOMSON — Pearce was born in Madisonville, 
Kentucky. His parents are deceased. His father was owner and 
operator of a flour mill and grain elevator, and his mother was a high 
school math teacher. Pearce graduated from high school in 1950; he 
had played baritone sax in both junior and senior high schools. 

Pearce's next move was to Georgia Tech in Atlanta, where he 
studied Civil Engineering for three years. As a member of the 
"Ramblin Wreck" band, Pearce played at one Orange Bowl and two 
Sugar Bowls. He was drafted into the Army, and after basic training 
at Fort Knox, Pearce was reassigned to Fort Richardson, Alaska, 
where he worked as a supply clerk for eighteen months. "Alaska is 
the most beautiful place I've ever seen," Pearce said. 

Pearce returned to Georgia Tech after his discharge from the 
Army to resume his Civil Engineering studies. He met his future wife, 
Sara Sanders, about this time. One thing led to another, and they 
got married, with Pearce entering the work force doing engineering 
work in Carrollton, Georgia. 

Pearce had done a lot of volunteer work with the Boy Scouts, 
and in 1962 he and Sara moved to South Carolina. For the next 
three years Pearce was a District Scout Executive with the Pee Dee 
Area Council of the Boy Scouts of America, with headquarters in 
Florence. He had met Cheraw State Park Superintendent George 
Holder during numerous scout camporees at the park, and applied 
for a vacancy as superintendent at Lee State Park. After two years 
at Lee, Pearce became superintendent at Sesqui in September of 
1967. He resumed his studies at the University of South Carolina, 
and in 1971 graduated with a Civil Engineering degree at the ripe 
young age of 38! 
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Pearce left Sesqui in September of 1971 to become State Park 
Engineer in the Columbia office. The following year he was 
promoted to Chief of Construction and in 1974 became Engineering 
and Planning Coordinator, with the responsibility for the 
maintenance, construction, planning and engineering for the state 
park system. 

Pearce and Sara have two daughters, Kathy, 21, recently 
married and living in Columbia and Beth, 19, a junior in the College 
of Business Administration at the University of South Carolina. 
Sara is employed by Blue Cross, where she has put in ten years' 
service with the Membership Services department. 

One of Pearce's hobbies is woodworking, and he has a spacious 
shop behind his home, equipped with a lathe, band saw, drill press, 
table saw and all the hand tools to complete any woodworking job. 
Pearce made a built-in wall storage cabinet in his kitchen that 
matches the kitchen cabinets, and his latest project is a round 
pedestal table, which he hopes to complete this fall. 

Other interests include tennis, music and reading, while Sara 
enjoys needlepoint, cross stitch and sewing (she makes most of her 
clothes). Both of them are opera buffs, and have attended operas in 
Charlotte, Atlanta and New York, where they have heard the 
Metropolitan Opera twice. Their travels have been mostly in the 
Southeast, and they have a trip to Florida planned in October. 
Another trip on their agenda is one to New England and Nova Scotia. 

Pearce is but a shadow of his former self, having lost more than 
sixty pounds last year. Among other things, he will always be the 
State Parks Division's one and only "Dancing Bear!" 

LESLIE SALVO — Leslie is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ted 
Salvo, Route 2, Pickens. Mr. Salvo owns a service station (which is 
one way to solve the present gasoline problem! Ed.) while Mrs. Salvo 
is a clerk with the Pickens County Health Department. Leslie has 
two older sisters, Kathy and Krissy. Krissy is married to Donald 
Ferguson, formerly a ranger at Paris Mountain State Park near 
Greenville and now superintendent at Hampton Plantation near 
McClellanville. 

Leslie graduated from Pickens High School in 1978, where she was 
on the basketball team for three years, a member of the Beta Club, 
President of the Student Body her senior year, a member of the 
annual staff and second runner-up in the beauty pageant her senior 
year. 

Leslie was introduced to law enforcement work when she became 
a cadet with the Pickens County Sheriff's Department. Her duty 
consisted of a minimum of sixteen hours a month, both as a 
dispatcher and "on the road." Last fall she enrolled at Winthrop 
College, but since that time she has transferred to the University of 
South Carolina, where she is majoring in criminal justice and law 
enforcement. After graduation she hopes to pursue a career in some 
phase of law enforcement. 

Leslie worked at Paris Mountain State Park as a park aide during 
the summer of 1978, and this summer she has been working in the 
trading post at Table Rock State Park six days a week. "It's kept me 
busy, but I have really enjoyed the experience working with people," 
Leslie said. 

Miss Salvo came to the attention of state park personnel last 
year when she was named the 1978 National NCHA Teen Queen. 
Leslie represented South Carolina NCHA chapters (her parents are 
members of the Easley Riders) at the National Campvention held at 
Elbert, Colorado. Having won the state title in a contest with eight 
other young ladies, Leslie garnered the national title from 36 other 
state representatives! 

Leslie has camped extensively with her parents both here in 
South Carolina and in other sections of the country including the 
Southwest, Canada and New York. The Salvos began camping in a 
tent and eventually moved to more elaborate rigs, winding up with a 
Winnebago. Her hobbies include reading, dancing (ballet, disco and 
clogging), tennis and camping. Her talent in the state competiton 
was a solo ballet number and a clogging performance at the national 
contest. With plenty of camping experience behind her, she plans to 
continue this activity, and hopes to visit New England and California 
in the next few years. 

Leslie attended various state and regional campouts during her 
reign as the NCHA Teen Queen, met Governors Edwards and Riley, 
was presented to the state legislature and made an appearance with 
Miss South Carolina at a recreational vehicle show at Greenville's 
Textile Hall. 

Leslie is just one of many young people that work at South 
Carolina state parks during the summer months. Their fresh, smilng 
faces and outgoing personalities go a long way to win park visitors 
over. Our appreciation and best wishes go out to Leslie Ann Salvo 
and all the other summer employees who helped us get the job done 
this year! 
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South Carolina State Parks . 

AS I SEE THEM 
By Evan Powell 

In a very real sense I feel that I have a lot in 
common with many of you who read this. 

I'm not fortunate enough to live or work in a South 
Carolina State Park like you do, but for quite a while 
the state parks have been part of my work and a big 
part of my life, and I feel that I share with all of you 
concern for and excitement about what the future 
holds for the state park system. I think we have some 
insight into what lies ahead in the trends that we see 
beginning already. 

I think both the mood of our country and the 
availability and pricing of petroleum fuel dictate that 
there definitely will be change. Not that we haven't 
seen change before. When I came to South Carolina 
from the far-off mountains of North Carolina seven
teen years ago, South Carolina State Parks basically 
offered primitive-type camping. Many of those areas 

"Evan Powell, Southeast Editor for Popular Science 
magazine, has long been a supporter of the S. C. State Park 
system. He originated the "Weekend Ramblers" family 
camping features for Carolina Outdoors magazine and later 
for Multimedia television. Today, the parks often become an 
"experiment station" or provide a scenic backdrop for photos 
when he is evaluating camping, automotive, or even home 
equipment for a story. Now, when you flip on the TV or pick 
up a copy of Popular Science or How To and recognize 
Huntington Beach, Table Rock, or Paris Mountain, you'll 
know why. 

I recently asked him for his observations on the present 
trends and future of recreational use of the parks. Here are 
his comments." Editor 

are still in use, but some of them, as well as new areas, 
were adapted to the "motorcamping" boom that 
developed in the early 60's. This meant level campsites 
equipped with power and water hookups. Most of 
those camping rigs were relatively small by today's 
standards, and sites were sometimes haphazard and ill-
defined; many had unusual features, such as a private 
wading pool when it rained. And then there were the 
sites at Hunting Island, where if you didn't like your 
site's location and could stay for a week, chances are it 
would shift around to where you wanted it before you 
left. 

These areas were sufficient for the day and more 
than satisfied the demands of those who used them, 
who for the most part were accustomed to what we 
now refer to as "primitive camping." But the number 
and the size of the camping rigs grew from a two-wheel 
utility trailer with a tent mounted on top, to luxury 
pop-ups complete with kitchen and sometimes even a 
shower, to travel trailers, and finally to large 
motorhomes, some of which today have tag axles, 
washers and dryers, color television, air conditioning, 
and velour upholstery as standard equipment. And 
they may park side-by-side with the two-man tent 
transported by motorcycle. 
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This specially-equipped motorhome, shown here at Hunt
ington Beach State Park, served as a transportable laboratory 
to test home water filters for a November '79 Popular Science 
report. 

A Trans-Van test unit is evaluated here on a site at Paris 
Mountain State Park's campground. Such units contain most 
facilities, but are more fuel-efficient and small enough to be 
driven daily. 

Evan Powell's television Road Test series is often taped in 
South Carolina state parks. That's Picnic Shelter #1 at Paris 
Mountain behind this BMW test car. Features will be shown 
nationally beginning in September. 

Trailers have also come in for their share of downsizing. 
This compact unit has a pop-up top to increase headroom, 
and can be towed by many compact cars. 

The Sunrader is one of the newest designs in micro-mini 
campers. The all-fiberglass body is mounted on a Toyota 
chassis, and gets 17-18 miles per gallon. 

'tiOJWi 
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As this movement has progressed, S. C. State 
Parks have not only moved with it, but pulled far 
ahead of the pack. The new campgrounds have no 
equal in any other state parks 1 know of, and few 
"luxury" private campgrounds can compare. 

Then came 1974. 

One of the editors at Popular Science magazine 
where I work has a theory about the '73-74 energy 
crisis — it ended six months too soon! He may well be 
right, because it seems that we soon forgot many of 
the lessons it taught us, and perhaps we could better 
cope with today's problems had we learned them well. 
Still, in many ways we are now better prepared. Both 
inflation and high fuel costs have made downsized cars 
popular, which has in turn tended to keep camping rigs 
on smaller scale. Almost all recreational vehicles are 
greatly improved in fuel economy compared to their 
pre-1975 counterparts. 

1 think that the trends of today tell us a lot about 
the recreational vehicle of tomorrow. My prediction is 
that we will continue to see an increase in downsized, 
lightweight camping vehicles, but they will be much 
more refined. Today's "micro-mini" rigs on Japanese-
built chassis don't get much better mileage than the 
larger domestic vehicles like Trans-Van and Uni-Van. 
Next year the domestic units will be improved further 
by better matching of engines and drive trains. Some 
Chrysler automobiles this year have a "lockup" 
converter that locks the automatic transmission input 
and output when in high gear just like a straight-drive 
transmission. That should be extended to van 
applications next year, and Ford's introduction of an 
automatic transmission with direct overdrive is another 
step in the right direction. 

Large motorhomes will continue to be with us, 
although in more limited numbers. I predict that the 
large units of the future will be powered by a turbo-
charged V-6 diesel engine. 

I also see a lot of potential in modular type RV's, 
which can be used for everyday transportation and 
outfitted for camping as well. We have recently worked 
with Dodge to provide preliminary designs for just 
such a vehicle, using their imported D-50 pickup as the 
base chassis. This unit would have a modular "tunnel-
mount" camper body, the mount fitting over the side 
walls of the bed and forming a pedestal for seating 
along the edges. The body construction will be of a 
lightweight material, possibly Teflon, with a built-in 
chrome-moly roll cage. A standup area is provided in 
the back. Once in camp, telescoping roof sections pop 
up to form an A-frame "penthouse" with plexiglass on 
each side. Such a unit could be lightweight and 
compact, yet still provide plenty of usable living space 
both enroute and in camp, and would have a low 
aerodynamic profile that should make it capable of 

some 28 mpg from the 2.6 litre engine. Where were 
these ideas developed? You guessed it — in South 
Carolina State Parks. 

From these predictions, I guess you see that, 
barring some unforeseen breakthrough, I don't feel 
that there is any need to begin rigging campsites with 
electric vehicle charging stations yet. 

What will the public look to the park system for in 
the future? As far as camping is concerned, I think it-
will be the same things they look for now. There are 
two factors that make the biggest impression on 
campers, judging from comments I hear. One is the 
spaciousness of campsites in the newer park areas. 
The second is the facilities, particularly the comfort 
stations, which are not only functional but also 
attractive and which complement the general 
atmosphere. 

We may see increased use of cabin facilities, 
particularly in winter months (simply because it's 
hardly possible to increase usage in summer months 
when they are traditionally filled). With the switch to 
smaller cars well under way, we will likely see more 
short trips and short vacations, particularly during 
winter months, and an increase in general park usage 
by "in-staters." 

When people think in terms of their vacation, they 
first consider cost and convenience; yet, the majority 
of people don't want to really "rough it." It's a fact that 
many S. C. residents still don't know how well our 
State Park system has kept pace with the times; that 
the modern facilities and programs can let them spend 
their vacation in the park in air conditioned comfort 
and even provide exciting, fun-filled programs for the 
kids. I firmly believe that if everyone in South Carolina 
suddenly realized what was available to them in their 
own backyard, you would be completely overrun. 

Best of all, the people of the park system meet 
abundantly the greatest need of most people every
where — a personal touch. No amount of elaborate 
facilities or even natural beauty can ever replace that, 
and I'm convinced it's this spirit that makes our parks 
system one of South Carolina's greatest resources. 

My advice for the future? Simply this — keep up 
the good work! 

Evan Powell 
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Harrison Named 
Chief of Operations 

Charles Harrison has been promoted to the posi
tion of Chief of Park Operations. Charles started as an 
intern at Santee State Resort Park and has also 
worked at Cheraw and Kings Mountain. His most 
recent position was as a Recreation Specialist in the 
Program Section. His experience both in the field and 
in the office give him the necessary qualifications and 
insight into the overall park system operations that is 
essential to this position. 

Charles hunts and fishes in his spare time. He is a 
First Lieutenant in the National Guard and supervises 
a battery of sixty-five persons. He is married and the 
father of two children. 

STATE PARK 
PROGRAMS AND EVENTS 

PROGRAM SECTION. DIVISION OF STATE PARKS 
1205 PENDLETON STREET. COLUMBIA, S.C. 29201 

TELEPHONE: 758-3622 

Wherever you live in South Carolina, a 
special program at a nearby state park 
has been planned for your enjoyment 
during the remaining months of 1979. 
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District I 

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate and 
welcome several new superintendents to the District: 
Marshall West, Hunting Island; Don Ferguson, Hampton 
Plantation; Charles Cumbee, Old Dorchester; Mac Copeland, 
Huntington Beach. 1 would also like to say thank you to the 
assistants on these parks for carrying on between Superin
tendents. Welcome also to other new employees; watch for 
their names in the individual park reports. 

Several District parks have been shorthanded during the 
course of the season, but as always belts were tightened, gears 
were shifted, and slack was taken up. As we near the end of 
the 1979 summer most parks are at full staff, and looking 
forward to the fall. 

Projects in Progress 

Charles Towne Landing 
Geodesic Dome addition. 

Work has begun on the 

Hunting Island — The three new cabins are under 
construction and should be completed before Thanksgiving. 

LARRY W. DUNCAN 
District I Superintendent 

Many veteran park people have felt for some time that the 
visiting public is getting tougher to deal with each year. I've 
heard several park superintendents speak of how visitors have 
become more demanding in recent years, and with price 
increases expect more from our personnel and facilities. In 
lieu of the above, one tends to expect more complaints from 
park visitors each season. Not true in District I this season, 
and for a good reason. 

The good reason is capable, conscientious employees who 
appreciate visitors and try to make their visit to each park a 
pleasant one. I was amazed at how beach campers accepted 
$7.50 and even $9.00 per night camping with very few 
complaints. District Employees! Give yourself a mental pat 
on the back and let's continue to help this trend grow. 

CHARLES TOWNE LANDING — The summer season 
at Charles Towne Landing has proven to be an eventful one. 
We've stayed busy with special events, our July 4th and 
Labor Day Celebrations, endless group visits, animals born 
in the Animal Forest and numerous other projects. 

The "Adventure" left the banks of the Landing this 
summer, only for a brief time, and headed north to be filmed 
for a CBS Thanksgiving special. Posing as the "Speedwell," a 
sea-going vessel that left England with the "Mayflower" but 
had to be abandoned because of an irreparable leak, the 
"Adventure" spent several days sailing the waters of the 
Chesapeake Bay for the filming. 

The summer film series featuring nature and ecology films 
was extremely successful and filled the Landing Theatre every 
Wednesday afternoon. This fall's series will feature American 
issues and will be held Saturday and Sunday afternoons. 

A special thanks goes out to our YCCer's for their help 
throughout the summer. They were busy painting signs for 
special events, serving cokes and crackers during the events 
and helping with the clean up afterwards. This was in 
addition to their daily activities of planting crops, putting up 
fences and various other projects. 
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We have a new volunteer in the Settlers' Life Area. We 
welcome George Hull who has our printing press in working 
order and spends his weekend afternoons demonstrating his 
talent. 

The Oktoberfest and the Colonial Life Festivals are just 
around the corner. This will be our sixth annual Oktoberfest 
and we expect it to be the best yet. Of course the same is true 
for the Colonial Life Festival. This year we will add the 
talents of the Programs Section in Columbia. Many members 
from this section will be at Charles Towne Landing to help 
expand the Colonial demonstrations to take place in the 
Settlers' Life Area. 

Construction on the Geodesic Dome is expected to be 
completed early this fall. The Dome will feature rest room 
and classroom facilities and will be a more attractive and 
versatile facility for special events and rentals. 

Picnics, special parties and weddings have kept us busy 
this summer but we have still managed to plan an array of 
special events for the fall and winter months. Events will 
include our Thanksgiving Holidays, November 22-25, the 
Trident Area Christmas Tree Lighting, December 8, and 
Children's Days, December 20-22. 

DEBBIE GRIFFIN 
Public Information Specialist 

COLLETON STATE PARK The "Energy Crunch" 
has been the name of the game here this summer and it has 
hurt our camping some. At present we are 39 units behind 
last year and 1-95 still is our main source of campers. 
Camping clubs must be sticking close to home because we 
have had only two this year. Last year we had ten clubs from 
all over the state. 

The Edisto River has been up and down this year and the 
fish have really been biting most of the summer. Redbreast, 
bream, catfish and striped bass have been caught in re
cord numbers. Since I got my big boat I have made many 
trips from here to Givhans Ferry and back (46 miles round 
trip). I have seen alligators, soft shell turtles, deer, and wild 
turkeys along the river. The river was named for the Edisto 
Indian tribe and it means "People who sprinkle themselves 
with river water." According to the S. C. Wildlife 
Department it is the longest blackwater river in the world, 
119.5 miles from the Russell Street bridge in Orangeburg to 
the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad bridge at Jacksonboro. 

We finished our new picnic shelter and it looks good. 
Campers now have a place to get away from the bugs and 
rain. 

Bill Fowler continues to do a fine job here and has been 
quite a successful redbreast fisherman this summer. My new 
hobby is shooting a 45 caliber caplock muzzleloading rifle. 
Muzzleloaders are far more powerful and accurate than I had 
ever thought. 

We are looking forward to fall and some cooler weather. 
It surely has been hot here this summer. I hope the saddest 
day of your future will be as the happiest day of your past. 

HARRY G. FARR 
Superintendent 

EDISTO BEACH STATE PARK Whenever I'm 
driving down the road, I always notice trash along the road 
shoulders and think about how bad it looks. However, when 
I drive onto a State Park road, the shoulders are paper-free 
and look nice and neat. It makes me feel proud of the Park 
System. Sometimes I think that the whole world should be a 
State Park! 

The park has had heavy use this summer. Camping and 
day use have been very good. 

Due to recent news coverage of Edisto Beach State Park 
in Columbia, Charleston, and other towns, our amount of 
tourist inquiry and visitation has increased. Most of our 
campers and local people come from the Charleston and Sum-
merville area. Most of our out-of-state visitors say they 
haven't had much of a problem getting gas, just paying for it! 

The park recreator, Terry Mullis, has done a very good 
job this summer. He has had good response from campers 
and cabin users, and says the main attraction has been 
watching sea turtles laying their eggs on the beach. 

It's back to school for a large part of our summer help, 
who are scattering to their respective colleges and high 
schools. The park may seem a little empty without the 
friendly summer workers, but some of them plan to apply for 
work here next season. The regular workers, meanwhile, are 
preparing to keep all customers happy during the coming 
months. 

The Edisto Beach Baptist Church has challenged the park 
crew in volleyball the last four Sunday evenings. The score 
stands: State Park 13 games, Church 7 games. These games 
always bring plenty of spectators to cheer their favorite 
players on, and they always relieve plenty of tensions from 
work. 

The Park crew would like to thank Mr. Sisk, Mr. 
Duncan, and everyone who was involved in getting our 
camping registration facilities ready for this summer. Also, 
we've had many compliments from new and old campers 
concerning the changes the park has made. 

We wish you all a pleasant fall and a happy vacation. 

RAY T. STEVENS 
Ranger II 

GIVHANS FERRY STATE PARK — Well, the summer 
season is fleeting away very swiftly. It seems like a very long 
one, due to all the rain we have had here in the low country. I 
guess all things have some good qualities. At least it has been 
a little cooler in June and early July than last year. However, 
the grass has grown twice as much. Thus far, we have had a 
good season. More and more day users, more campers, more 
cabin users, more mosquitos, lots of rain. Thus far, we have 
had an accident-free season. 

We have just ended another successful season with the 
retarded children of Dorchester County. As usual we spent 
all afternoon policing the area but it is worth it to have a 
place of such enjoyment for the less fortunate little citizens of 
the county. 
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This may be the world's largest sandbox! 

Edisto Beach was indeed a popular park this summer, as Thousands of visitors get sand in their shoes each summer 
this packed parking lot attests. at South Carolina coastal state parks, including Edisto Beach. 

page 18 Park L>teS 



We have had several large picnics and family reunions this 
season. We are approaching the time of year that my picnic 
shelters and recreation building are pretty busy. My 
appointment book* is pretty well filled throughout the months 
of August, September, and October for the above mentioned 
areas. In the preceding months, Givhans Ferry has held 
pretty steady with last year. Camping is down just a little so 
that accounts for my revenue being down some, too. Cabins, 
picnic shelters, and the recreation building are running 
neck-in-neck with last year this time. Total visitors are well 
above last year, this accounting for the heavy number of 
days users we are having each weekend. 

I have had more in-state campers than out-of-state. 
I have been keeping a record of campers; since May 21, I 
have had 73 out-of-state campers and 112 in-state. As you 
can see, the out-of-state campers make up a large part of my 
camping. I feel that if we could have more signs put on the 
Interstates 26 and 95 we would have even more. There are no 
signs advertising Givhans Ferry State Park on either of these 
freeways. I have had out-of-state campers from 30 states, 
some as far away as California, Oregon, Washington, New 
York, Texas just to name a few and all areas in between. 
Also, I have had campers from out-of-country: Germany, 
New Zealand and Canada. I get many compliments on the 
park and on South Carolina parks in general. The visitors 
always comment about how clean the rest rooms are. 

We have no naturalists or recreators here at Givhans 
Ferry so my campers are on their own. However, they seem 
to like it that way. They gather on someone's site and have a 
gay ole time talking about the places they are from and the 
things they have seen. 

We have had more vandalism and littering and a lot of 
drinking this season. A big percentage of the visitors will 
obey the rules and regulations but there are those who have 
to be persuaded. Some few would prefer to leave rather than 
conform, but that is their choice. I think the whole park 
could be covered with litter cans and some people would 
continue to miss them! So be it. The presence of personnel 
with constable status has definitely helped to keep better 
order in this park. 

My local visitors like this park very much, but they have 
expressed the desire to see it grow. I am sure that my revenue 
would increase if we had a few more money-making devices. 

1 would like to take this opportunity to thank Jo Hanvey 
for her assistance in beautifying the park with all the new 
plants. We have them in and if the rains keep coming they 
should have no difficulty in living and growing. Thanks 
again, Jo. 

I am very grateful to the maintenance crew for renovating 
two of my cabins. These cabins are much more in demand than 
the old ones. Hopefully, come September, we will see the 
crew back here to finish the other two. 

I want to take this opportunity to wish all of you a 
continued safe summer. Soon we can look forward to a little 
cooler weather and the changing seasons. Fall is a very 

welcomed season especially after a very hot and busy summer 
season. 

May God bless . . . 

JOHN B. HOLLOW AY 
Superintendent 

HAMPTON PLANTATION STATE PARK — Hello to 
all from Hampton Plantation. 

The newest park visitors are my wife Krissy and I, having 
just been promoted to the superintendency here. We like the 
park very much, because it is so much a part of the past, full 
of stories about the ghosts and people who once lived here. 

We have learned a great deal about Hampton from 
reading, but more so from talking to several visitors. One, 
Mr. Bob Kennerly and his daughter Robin, both from 
Newberry, have many of Dr. Rutledge's books and knew him 
personally. He and his daughter were very informative to us 
on some of the history about the plantation. 

Also, my groundskeeper, Mr. Will Alson, is very 
interesting to talk to. He has lived here on the plantation all 
his life (70 years or more). He knows history not only of this 
plantation but of the entire area. 

All of our visitors are amazed at the structure of the 
plantation and the workmanship which went into building it. 
They really enjoy being able to see how the house was built. 
They inquire about future plans for the house, and all say 
they plan to come back in the future. 

Any time you're down this way be sure to drop by to see us. 

DONALD G. FERGUSON 
Superintendent 

HUNTING ISLAND STATE PARK — Summer is 
almost over and gone, and so will be the unbearable heat and 
the mosquitos. But even with these natural factors against us, 
people still come to the park. From all over the country and 
foreign countries as well, people have strolled into the office 
and said how beautiful the park is and how much they enjoy 
it. The natural beauty and wildlife here at Hunting Island 
will continue to attract many more people, young and old 
alike. 

I would like to take this time to welcome Ranger Robert 
Mitchell and Ranger John Stocker to Hunting Island. Both 
of them have said they like it here, and hopefully they will be 
at Hunting Island for a while. And a welcome also to 
Marshall West, who has really gotten into the swing of 
things. 

Beach erosion is of public interest, and many people have 
asked questions regarding the erosion. The erosion has 
stabilized and the road has not washed out anymore. 

Its been a good summer and we are looking forward to an 
even better summer in 1980. 

Thank you. 

CELIA COWART 
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HUNTINGTON BEACH STATE PARK — Hello from 
beautiful Huntington Beach! 

We have had a busy summer, but not quite as many 
campers as last year. We still get visitors from all over the 
world, but we also get many more from our own state. Most 
of the people I have talked to about the gas situation say the 
price has gone out of sight and is getting worse. One couple 
said that they had to stay in a motel two days on the way 
here just so that they could get gas. We are also getting quite 
a few campers from this area that have not camped here 
before. They says it's because gas is so expensive. 

We would like to welcome Homer Stanton, our new 
Ranger II. Homer comes to us from Pleasant Ridge State 
Park. Also, Steve Mcintosh our new Ranger I; Steve and his 
wife Jill come from Camden. They are expecting a baby very 
soon. 

Not much else has happened here, except Van Stickles got 
promoted to District II Superintendent and Charlie Cumbee 
got promoted to Superintendent at Old Dorchester. We 
would like to wish them both much luck. I almost forgot that 
our new Superintendent is Mac Copeland, who comes from 
Baker Creek State Park. 

DENNIS HART 
Ranger III 

OLD DORCHESTER STATE PARK Hello again 
from Old Dorchester State Park. The summer is just about 
over and we were very lucky not to have any accidents here. I 
would like to welcome our new Superintendent, Mr. Charles 
Cumbee and his family back to this area. 

Since our last issue of Park Lites we have had a road 
rally, along with many family gatherings and Boy Scout 
projects. We are still having a church service the first Sunday 
of each month. 

Presently we are experiencing some vandalism on our 
nature trail. Visitors have increased slightly, both from the 
immediate area and abroad (Canada, Denmark and Alaska). 

The everyday chores here have been keeping us pretty 
busy so we haven't had the time to start any new projects. 
However, there are several in mind for the future. 

The Second South Carolina Regiment of Foot plans to 
visit us for a day and put on some displays. Later in the year 
they plan to stop by again on their march to Savannah. 

Well, that's about all for now. Until next time, may God 
bless. 

EDWARD FRASIER, JR. 
Ranger 

MYRTLE BEACH STATE PARK — Our summer 
season started off slow due to the gas situation but once the 
public learned of available gas along the beaches we soon had 
our crowds back to normal. Since the 4th of July holiday 
week we have been full or almost full every night and on 
weekends we've been turning campers away. 

We lost two Rangers, Mike Kyzer and John Stocker, due 
to promotions. They were replaced by Terrace George and 
Ross Cary, and we would like to welcome both of these men 
to our crew. 

The pier has had some good fishing with Barney 
Pritchard from Florence hauling in the King Mackerel. He 
has already caught sixteen of these beautiful fish, with one 
weighing in at 44 lbs. Hopefully, when we have the King 
Tournament they will be biting this well. 

This has been a good summer with few visitor complaints, 
even with the higher prices. People are going to do their best 
to have the usual vacation, no matter what the cost. All we 
can do is make it as pleasant as possible for them. 1 would 
like to thank my crew for a job well done. They put in long, 
hard hours and without their dedication we would not have a 
smooth running operation. The A-2 help certainly did a good 
job this summer to make this a pleasant one. 

Drop by to see us this winter at Myrtle Beach and maybe 
we will have time to chat for awhile. 

ROBERT J. TURNER 
Superintendent 

RIVERS BRIDGE STATE PARK — The busy summer 
season is coming to an end. People have been using the 
swimming pool since its opening in June and everyone 
seemed to enjoy it very much. The park has accommodated a 
lot of picnickers, with watermelon, fried chicken, fun, and 
most of all, "paper." 

Most of our park visitors have been local townspeople, 
with the exception of a few out-of-state visitors visiting 
friends and relatives. We have also had many family reunions 
and still have quite a few scheduled. 

The gasoline shortage has slowed our camping season a 
little, but has inspired our resident campers to use the park a 
lot more because it is closer to home. Everyone has 
commented on how nice the park is and promised to return 
in the future. 

Ehrhardt, S. C., just completed its annual beauty pageant 
and for the past 3 years a lifeguard from our park has 
received the crown. Miss Marsha Sease was crowned Miss 
Ehrhardt for 1979-80. 

Lynn Price, son of Jerry and Ursula, completed basic 
training for the National Guard on July 31st, and received his 
expert medal firing the M-16 rifle while at camp. He is home 
now and said he is glad it is over. 

If all of the other parks have had a summer like ours, I 
know that all of the park personnel are tired; but just think, 
we all have next summer to look forward to! 

ARTHUR VICK 
Ranger 
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Most District II parks have had a slow season in regard to 
visitation, but plenty hectic in the grass and maintenance 
department. Having had limited experience in District II I 
can only comment on the tremendous help I have had from 
the men in my transition to District Superintendent. Many 
exciting things are under way or planned for the near future. 
Look out for the BBQ shelter at Barnwell, swimming pool 
complex at Lynches River, BBQ shelter at Santee near the 
Village Round as well as many other projects in the making. 

It has given me great pleasure to go into a park for the 
first time, somewhat as a tourist making his initial visit, and 
find facilities well signed, rest rooms clean, grass being cut, 
and employees on the move making progress for South 
Carolina. 

VAN A. STICKLES 
District II Superintendent 

AIKEN STATE PARK — The gas crunch wasn't so bad, 
but the cold and rainy days about ruined us. We had two 
weekends without a single swimmer and the remaining 
weekends started off good but thunderstorms ran everyone 
home early. On the bright side, the lifeguards had plenty of 
time to keep everything clean. 

Dave, the park aide and three CETA workers did a great 
job keeping the park looking good. Since they use the tractor 
for transportation, even starting at 6:30 A.M. they are pushed 
to finish clean-up before lunch. With the 20% cutback in gas 
some areas didn't get mowed as often as they should have 
been. However we received no complaints and a good many 
compliments, so I guess that is what counts. 

"Happy Days Camp" was here for six weeks again this 
summer. Of all our visitors I believe that this group enjoys 
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themselves more and causes less clean-up work for us than 
anyone. It is truly a pleasure to have them and we hope they 
can return next year. 

Our swimming instructors were cut from three to one this 
summer. Although we had to turn a good number of people 
away, the ones that were enrolled seemed better motivated 
than last year and we had a higher percentage of students 
passing. 

It's always hard to lose a man just when you get him 
trained, but we don't hold it against Horace for going to 
District III. It has been a pleasure to work with him and I 
hope we didn't give him too many grey hairs. I'm sure Van 
will enjoy District II because we aren't as bad as Horace 
probably said we were. 

Dana always asks if you had any unusual visitors. Well, 
Aiken would probably win first prize for our group on 
Memorial Day weekend. A lady called Friday afternoon and 
asked if we had nine vacant campsites. My secretary (wife 
Judi) told her we did and then she asked if we objected to 
circus people? Judi told her no, as long as they observed our 
rules and regulations. The lady thanked her and said they 
would be out in about two hours. When Judi informed me 
of this I immediately jumped to all of the wrong conclusions. 
After all, weren't Gypsies, carnival and circus people, and 
outlaw bike riders all to be dreaded, and why should she ask 
if we objected unless they were going to give us reason to? 
Well, they were on their way so there was nothing to do but 
give them a chance. When I went by to collect, the first thing 
I saw was a trailer with about forty dogs tied around it. I 
immediately had visions of other campers leaving and those 
dreaded LETTERS TO COLUMBIA. At the first site I was 
greeted by the lady who called, Mrs. Jessie Odom of 
Pensacola, Florida, who looked and acted like a perfect 
Grandmother. Not to be misled by her appearance and 
actions, 1 politely informed her that we would be glad to have 
them for the night, but any disturbance, such as forty dogs 
barking, and the offending camper would have to leave. After 
registering, she insisted upon accompanying me to the other 
sites and introducing me to each camper. Along with the dog 
act which had several solid white chows, there was a hand 
balancing act, jugglers, a magician, a tight wire act, another 
balancing act where they walked giant balls up and down 
ramps, and a trapeze act. While walking to one site she asked 
me if I liked cats. When I said I did, she insisted I go in the 
next trailer and see their cat act. In the back half of that 
trailer were cages for several cats, including a full grown 
jaguar and two leopards! The animal trainer, Dan Helge, was 
so appreciative for letting them stay in the park that I was 
already re-evaluating my opinion of them. Most camp
grounds, he said, tell them "You're not welcome here". Not 
for what they have done or might do but just because they 
are circus people. So for six to nine months a year while on 
the road between shows they stay in shopping center parking 
lots, etc. not by choice but because they aren't welcome 
elsewhere. Of course, they turned out to be one of the best 
groups I have ever had and by far the most appreciative. The 
one night lasted into five, other campers and day use people 
received an open invitation to watch them practice their acts 
or to see their animals, no complaints of any kind were 
received and I learned a valuable lesson about pre-judging 
people. 

ED NESBIT 
Superintendent _ 
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BARNWELL STATE PARK — The new superintendent 
and rangers have been putting in long hours due to the work 
that has to be done. With the increase of visitors, the facilities 
have felt the overwork of use and have had to undergo 
repairs. The community building and picnic shelters have 
received a lot of use and the cabins have been occupied for 
most of the summer months. 

Visitors have come as far as from Switzerland. The park 
was used for Boy and Cub Scout Day Camps this year. 
Special programs at the park this year have included science 
classes held by the University of South Carolina and taught 
by Professor Ward. There have been a lot of summer 
weddings at the park this year, for summer weddings are still 
in vogue. 

We would like to welcome and congratulate Mr. Van 
Stickles on his new position as District 11 Superintendent. 
Congratulations to Mr. Horace Craig on his new position 
and best wishes from all of us. We at Barnwell State Park 
hope all of you had a safe and prosperous summer. If you are 
ever in Barnwell or Blackville stop in and visit with us awhile. 

CARROLL B. ZISSETTE 
Ranger 

CHERAW STATE PARK — It seems that the hottest 
part of summer is coming just as we are winding down the 
season. Our temperatures have been around 100 degrees for 
the past week! Lake Eureka is really refreshing even if she 
isn't yielding many fish. I think the fish are smarter than us, 
and stay motionless during this heat. 

The hot, dry summer has not dulled the natural beauty of 
the "Diamond in the Sand Hills". The wildflowers have been 
really doing their thing. We have had people from as far 
away as the North Carolina mountains come down to see a 
wild orchid that grows well here. Sometimes it isn't hard to 
imagine that this is where the Garden of Eden was located. 

We have a full staff of rangers for the first time in a long 
time. Maxcey Roscoe, Eunince and daughter Cindy have 
gotten settled into the house the McPhersons vacated. 
Maxcey can be heard to say something about that air 
conditioned police car he used to ride in! 

Charles Rutledge has settled into a family cabin. It didn't 
take long for the word to get around that we had another 
single ranger on the park. Charles' biggest problem is that he 
can't seem to get uniforms big enough. He's just too big for 
his britches! 

Robert Sullivan has spent most of his time and money 
lately on a winch for his truck. I hope they will be happy 
together. 

Keith Windham and Debbie have improved the economy 
of Japan by purchasing a new car. If you see a little blue 
streak go by, just wave at the Windhams. 

Larry Adair has had a rough summer. His wife Ginny is 
working full-time so he doesn't eat properly and his daughter 
Tracy is learning to drive so his nerves get a good test. Tim is 
learning to love the water as much as his dad. 

My wife Pat is busy putting away the summer vegetables 
for winter, selling Avon products and taking care of Mike 
and Annie. 

Our park use has been down some, about 10%, but the 
increased prices have caused us to be ahead in revenue about 
17%. The people who are staying away seem to be the ones 
from up in North Carolina. We had several campers stop 
here for the night on their way to Florida, and decide to 
complete their vacation here in South Carolina. 

All in all, I think our summer has been better than we 
first expected. 

We have a lot of work to do this off-season in the group 
camps, so when you come to see us you will probably find us 
across the lake. 

We were both glad and sad over the news of Mr. Craig's 
move to the mountains. Horace has been an inspiration to us 
all in this district by his devotion to duty and outstanding 
leadership. I will always be glad that I started my park life 
under such men as Mr. Adair, Mr. Craig and Mr. Sisk. Our 
loss will be the mountains' gain. 

Visit us when you can. God bless you all. 

CECIL PRUETTE 
Ranger 

N. R. GOODALE STATE PARK As I write this 
article I can look out my office window at our swimming area 
and tell that summer is almost gone and school is just around 
the corner. This summer has been fairly slow due to the poor 
weather we have had in Camden. I hope August turns out to 
be our best yet and we can end the season on a good note. 

As far as smoothness of operation and lack of trouble, 
this summer is turning out to be the best we've ever had at 
Goodale. We had a good A-2 crew and our rangers all did a 
great job. Now as the middle of August approaches these 
A-2 employees are taking time off before school starts or 
reducing their hours due to football or band practice. 1 just 
hope I'll be able to keep enough employees so we can keep 
our swimming area open till September. 

Since the last issue of Park Lites we've had some 
important news. We are getting a new shop at Goodale! The 
floor is already poured and the walls are going up this week. 
This is a much needed and a greatly appreciated im
provement for our park. 

Speaking of new additions, my wife and 1 are expecting a 
new addition to our family late February or early March. We 
are very excited and I'm still looking for that first boy. 

I have learned that we will be getting a recreation building 
thanks to our legislators. This improvement plus the drastic 
improvement in our golf course should go a long way in 
improving our facility. 

Our golf course is improving considerably. We had a 
benefit golf tournament held on our golf course with about 
35 participants and we have had several inquiries concerning 
tournaments next spring and summer. With more work and a 
little equipment we might have another source of revenue. 

In closing I would like to express my appreciation to 
Horace Craig for his help and understanding over the last 
five years. Horace helped me many times and he was more 
than a District Superintendent to our district. I wish him luck 
in his new district. 

ROBERT FOWLER 
Superintendent 
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YACC workers hard at work clearing a nature trail at 
Poinsett State Park. 

Former Barnwell State Park Superintendent "Bea" Ross 
received a State Recreation Award during a PRT Com
missioners' meeting held this summer at Sesquicentennial 
State Park. Chairman D. Gene Rickenbaker presents the 
award to Mrs. Ross while her son, Mr. D. I. Ross, Jr. and his 
wife observe. 

This rustic footbridge on the nature trail at Poinsett is an Summertime, and the livin' is easy at these youngster's 
ideal resting place. favorite "fishing hole" at Santee State Park. 
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LEE STATE PARK — Well, another summer season is 
drawing to a close, and hopefully it has been good and 
prosperous for everyone. 1 am grateful for a good bunch of 
kids that did a fantastic job because we had another safe 
summer. 

Camping has been real slow since July 1, when gas 
problems developed. Talking to some of the people traveling, 
they said they just took the chance, hoping the gas was not 
too much of a problem. Most of them had very few problems, 
only to have a purchase limit at times. 

Vandalism and alcoholic beverages seem to still keep us 
busy along with littering. 

Shelters and the community building have had another 
good year here at the park. More and more people are 
having family reunions. 

Being appointed state constables has helped in enforcing 
park rules and regulations, but we still have people that 
challenge us and cause problems. 

The horse show ring is still getting some shows and a lot 
of people are using the trails we cleared. More money 
for additional development has been promised, and this will 
be greatly appreciated. 

Since the last Park Lites, our daughter Donna got 
married to a boy from Irmo, Jack Blyth. We hope they are 
going to be very happy, and they will be living near the park. 
We'll be able to see them often, so we don't feel like we are 
losing her! We wish them all the luck and happiness possible. 

Hope that everyone had a safe and prosperous summer. 
Come by and see us anytime you can. 

BILL ALEWINE 
Superintendent 

LITTLE PEE DEE STATE PARK — It has been a safe 
summer thus far and for this we are thankful. We hope 
everyone can say the same. Many thanks to my fine lifeguard 
staff for a job well done. Thanks also to my wife, Grace, who 
did an excellent job in the concession stand and to my boat 
dock operator, who did a fine job also. I appreciate the job 
my Ranger, Larry Lane, is doing and I would like to say 
thanks to him also. It really helps when you have a Ranger 
you can depend on. 

Our camping is off by some 90 units for this same week 
last year and I feel that the gas situation might have affected 
us more than I expected. Our total number of swimmers 
increased by 206 over last year at this writing and our total 
number of visitors increased by 1644. Our revenue is up by 
some 8'/2% over last year for the same period. 

It is Saturday morning as I am writing and the crowd has 
already started arriving so I must end this article (probably to 
every reader's delight)! Come and see us. May God bless. 

DANNY M. ODOM 
Superintendent 

LYNCHES RIVER STATE PARK — With the summer 
season fast coming to a close, we are still having fair crowds 
who enjoy a day away from home and a visit to their local 
state park. This summer has been a slow one here at Lynches 
River, for the gas crunch has kept away most of the people 
who normally visit the park except the local visitors. 

Our day use has dropped off through the week but we've 
still had good weekends. Our visitors this year have come 
from as far away as Canada, New York and Pennsylvania 
traveling south, but most come from nearby cities and towns. 

We have had the honor this summer to host a lot of day 
camps and church bible schools. They used the park for their 
many activities including nature hikes on our trails which 
Superintendent Smith and I assisted. 

We lost some of the plants from the Kings Mountain 
nursery with the hot and dry weather that we have had the 
past few weeks. Most have survived with the help of hand 
watering. 

The community building has had a lot of use this summer 
with large family reunions and parties. Most of our 
reservations will be renewed next year and we expect more 
than ever because of the size and the facilities that we have to 
offer. 

Park personnel being commissioned as state constables 
has made a difference here at Lynches River as far as respect 
to personnel and property. 

There have been a lot of questions asked this summer 
about the pool and picnic shelters. Most of the area people 
have read about it in the local newspaper and want to know 
and see where it will be built and if we have started on it yet. 
At this time, layouts of the bathhouse and pool have been 
drawn up and soil samples have been taken to see what type 
of foundation can be built in the area chosen. 

I would like to take this opportunity to tell all the PRT 
employees and families that I have met so far that I feel like 
one of the family with the hospitality that has been shown 
me. 

Superintendent Smith and I hope all of you had a safe 
and accident-free summer and are looking ahead to the 
upcoming cooler days of fall as we are. If you are in our area, 
drop by and say hello. 

HAROLD PATE 
Ranger 

POINSETT STATE PARK — As summer draws to a 
close we are finally getting some good weather! I believe it 
has been cloudy or raining almost every weekend since 
opening. I know the A-2 personnel are glad to see the change, 
so they can get back to lifeguarding instead of raking, 
painting, and etc. 

I must say the A-2 crew this year has been the best I've 
seen since being with PRT. Many thanks to Kathy Seth, 
Randy Ray, Ricj Beach, Jack Ray, Mike Beach, Kim Ford, 
Eileen Fletcher, Rick Hill, Dwight Moore, Ed Roberts, Daryl 
McGhee, and Tammy Hemming. 
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Business this summer has been a little on the slow side but 
seems to have picked up this first week in August. 1 believe 
the weather and the gas shortage are the culprits to blame. 
One day that these problems didn't seem to bother was the 
4th of July. We had a capacity crowd by 1 P.M. 

Federal Mogul had its company picnic here on June 23rd. 
There were 146 pedal boats rented that day. We only have 
eleven boats, so figuring a 6'/2 hour day, that comes out to 
143 boats. Dwight really did a fine job that day. 

Our new superintendent, George Gordon, has really been 
broken in right, as he moved here just two days before the 
4th! He had a woman ask the other day if we cleaned the lake 
out each day with soap powder! 

We welcome George and his family to Poinsett and hope 
he, Diane, George, Jr., Katheryn, and Christopher, find their 
new home much to their liking. 

Jerry is still waiting anxiously for his son to be born in 
October and James is anxiously awaiting, along with the rest 
of us, for cooler weather. 

(Just a note to thank all my A-2 personnel for a job well 
done this summer. Also Rangers Andy Davis, James 
Washington and Jerry Bellamy for all the long hours they 
have put in this summer. George Gordon, Superintendent.) 

ANDY DAVIS 
Ranger 

REDCLIFFE STATE PARK — This summer has had 
some record-breaking weather from one extreme to the other. 
There hasn't been a problem with drought this year as there 
was last year, though. That means trying to keep up with 
cutting all the grass, which has been tough! When the 
weather turns cooler in the fall it will sure help! 

We have also been busy doing repairs to the barn, such as 
painting the roof. 

We now have an architectural firm out here drawing up 
some plans for Redcliffe. 

We hope everyone has had a prosperous summer! 

GENE COBB 
Superintendent 

SANTEE STATE PARK — Almost every day, someone 
comes into the park office at Santee State Park to comment 
on the beautiful scenery or the spotless way in which our 
park is maintained. And they're not just "out-of-staters"! 
Many of the local people visit and just can hardly believe 
their own eyes. I know — because I was one of them. I spent 
many sweltering Saturdays here as a child, and my 
recollection of the park was simply a fenced-in swimming 
area and concession stand. The swimming area remains much 
the same, but now it is surrounded by tennis courts, cabins, 
recreation buildings, shops, a restaurant and the hustle and 
bustle of vacationers everywhere. Beneath this seemingly 
"problem-free" community lies a conscientious, proud park 
staff. They make Santee State Park much more than just a 
place — they make it a feeling. 
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And for proof positive of that "feeling", we have had 
three marriages within sixteen days here. Frank Couch, 
Assistant Superintendent for Operations and Maura Mc-
Cullom were married July 5th. Maura is now employed at the 
S. C. Welcome Center here. Our PMA, Michael Mathis and 
Sherry Butler were married June 23rd. Sherry will be 
attending the University of South Carolina in the fall, having 
transferred from Augusta College in Georgia. Ranger 
Michael Spivey and Frances Dunning (former park em
ployee) were married June 21st, and Frances is now enjoying 
her role as a housewife. 

The park personnel were sorry to see our District II 
Superintendent Horace Craig leave us, but we are all 
delighted to welcome Van Stickles as our new district man. 
Good luck in your new district, Horace, and welcome 
aboard, Van! 

The construction crew has been hard at work building a 
barbecue pit and shelter at our Village Round. It will surely 
be put to good use as our Village Round is one of the 
area's favorite meeting places. 

Saturday, August 4th, our first ever arts and crafts festival 
was held here at the Park. The turnout was very good, and 
the exhibitions included wood carvings, an antique auto and 
other handicrafts. Our summer recreation staff did a fine job 
with this, and perhaps it could be the start of something big. 
With the close of the summer season almost at hand, soon it 
will be time to say good-bye to the young people who have 
provided an excellent recreation program at the park this 
summer. Many thanks go out to Jeanne Hodge (Recreator) 
Sharon Mooney (Naturalist) and Tom Kilgore (Chaplain). 

Our annual Big Daddy Fishing Tournament is coming up 
on August 18th. We have had a lot of inquiries and expect a 
larger than ever turnout for a good day's fishing and loads of 
fun. 

Best wishes to all of you from all of us here on Lake 
Marion. 

RITA AVINGER 
Desk Clerk 

WOODS BAY STATE BAY — Woods Bay has been a 
busy place this summer. Park use has increased despite all the 
talk of gas shortages and hot weather. 

We've had a lot of groups using the park, and asking the 
usual questions: How was the Bay formed? How old is the 
park? What river runs through the park? Are there any wild 
animals in the park? I try to answer the questions as best as I 
can. A few groups have made return trips to the park and 
said they will be back again. 

With the coming of fall, visitation will probably pick up 
some because of the cooler weather. I expect shelter and trail 
use to pick up. Judging from shelter reservations this will be 
true. 

I for one will be glad for some cooler weather, but until 
then I guess I'll have to bear it. I have some good news; by 
the time this issue of Park Lites comes out, I should be a 
papa again. If any of you are over this way, do stop in. Just 
look for a lot of diapers on the clothesline! 

ROY ATKINSON 
Superintendent 
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Since arriving as the District III Superintendent on July 
1, 1979 the usual summertime operations and maintenance 
have taken place. 

Project proposals are being made up now for the 
upcoming winter work program, with much to be ac
complished before next season. 

Maybe before our next issue of Park Lites goes to press I 
will have more to report. 

1 would like to thank the retired Bob Jones for leaving 
District 111 so well organized, thus making the transition 
much easier for me. I would also like to thank Mr. Sisk and 
Mr. Kolb for having enough confidence in me to let me 
transfer to District III from District II. 

The past five years have been my pleasure to work with 
the fine personnel in District II but I feel that the next five 
will be equally rewarding in the mountains. 

HORACE CRAIG 
District III Superintendent 

CROFT STATE PARK — In comparing summer seasons 
I find this year's park usage to be about equal with that of 
1978. Our two newest picnic shelters near the pool complex 
have received heavy usage and reservations for our oldest 
picnic shelter are made into the fall season. Fishing boat 
rentals have been off; I believe this is due to the weather and 
also the fuel situation. Swimming is again excellent although 
the rainy time did affect us early in the season. 

Ohio, Indiana and Florida continue to lead our out-of-
state campers. They tell us they haven't had fuel shortages 
yet but Sunday closings have made them plan ahead even 
more. 

In July we hosted a newly formed camping group known 
as the "Campers on Mission", sponsored by the Southern 
Baptist Convention. This group has had good participation 
from the deaf people. Our son, Stanley, had a part on the 
program here. Yes, Stanley continues to amaze, surprise, and 
delight us with his many activities. 

Croft Park was buzzing on July fourth. We had a new 
record of 1500 people swimming that day. W.S.P.A. radio 
aired a remote broadcast from poolside. Thanks, Dana 
Sawyer, for being here and catching the action with your 
camera! W.S.P.A. radio will host their second annual 
"Festival in the Park" on August 25th. 
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Three hundred BMW touring cyclists returned this 
summer to the Table Rock Rendezvous, which has become an 
annual event sponsored by the BMW Motorcycle Owners of 
South Carolina. One hundred Moto Guzzi cyclists staged a 
similar rally at the park in August. 

Judging from the smiles, these spry "youngsters" from the 
Pickens County Commission on Aging were enjoying them
selves on a Saturday at Table Rock State Park. 

This "South Carolina Folk Music Association Concert," 
held July 21 at Table Rock State Park's White Oak picnic 
area, attracted several hundred listeners. Other concerts in 
the Program Section's Summer Concert Series were held at 
Huntington Beach, Kings Mountain, Oconee and Charles 
Towne Landing. 
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Little Sycamore nature trail has seen good use from both 
groups and individuals. Two scouts have worked toward their 
Eagle rank by building two foot bridges and a resting bench 
on the trail. 

The July American Quarter Horse Show has drawn the 
largest attendance at our equestrian facility. A Palomino 
horse show will be held in August. 

Vandalism remains about average while littering remains 
our No. 1 problem. Did someone really say that American 
people buy five dollars worth of groceries and then throw 
away ten dollars worth of trash? 

Pool rules are being observed better this second season. 
Swimmers now know that a rule is a rule and it's for a good 
reason. The constables are making arrests also as the 
Criminal Justice Academy furthered our knowledge of park 
rules and enforcement procedures. 

We have had an expressed interest in cabins, indoor 
recreation and a rifle range for Croft Park. 

We commend our summer staff, for we appreciate their 
alertness and willingness to learn and accept the responsi
bility that each job demands. They have been prompt and 
have missed very few days. We wish them health and 
happiness. We extend good wishes to Dan Pascoe and family 
as they leave the park system. A hearty welcome is given to 
Mr. Horace Craig, our new district superintendent. 

RAY E. HAYES 
Superintendent 

KEOWEE-TOXAWAY STATE PARK During the 
first part of the summer season there was a decrease in the 
number of visitors at Keowee-Toxaway. This could be due to 
the gas shortage, higher prices and rainy weather. During this 
time we had warm days and "blanket nights." 

This July 4th, as always a festive day, was a "Preview 
Special" of things to come. It seemed to explode with the 
higher temperature, bringing picnicking, skiing, boating and 
just sightseeing visitors. This pace, with moderation, has 
continued for the second half of the summer. 

The question we are asked most frequently is, "Do you 
have campsites?", and "When will you have some?" The 
second is, "Do you plan to build more cabins?" 

I want to especially thank Bob Jones, retired District III 
Superintendent, for all the help he has given me during the 7+ 
years I have been with state parks. Bob's dedication to state 
parks through the years has been an example for all of us to 
follow. He truly deserves a little relaxation and I wish him 
the best of luck in his "fishing retirement." 

I would also like to welcome Horace Craig, our new 
District III Superintendent, to "God's country" and pledge 
our support in the future. Welcome aboard, Horace! 

JOHN RHODES 
Superintendent 

OCONEE STATE PARK The summer started out 
cool and wet, which kept our attendance down some. 
However, from July on we have had big crowds. 

We had a couple of interesting campers, in that both of 
them were in their 80's and camped in a tent! 

Attendance at the programs has been very good, and we 
want to thank Larry Briley and Bob Bundy for their help. 

During this period, Bob Jones has retired and we 
welcome Horace Craig as District Superintendent. We would 
like to thank Bob for his time and efforts and know we will 
be working with Horace in the same way. 

BOB COTHRAN 
Superintendent 

PARIS MOUNTAIN STATE PARK — The summer 
season here at Paris Mountain has been a busy one for us. 
Our shelters as well as our general picnic areas have been 
ultilized to their fullest extent. In addition, our camping area 
has been quite busy along with Camp Buckhorn. Again this 
season, the facilities at Camp Buckhorn have been in great 
demand! 

Camp Spearhead, the day camp sponsored by the 
Greenville Retardation Commission enjoyed another success
ful year here at Paris Mountain. 

The great concentration of our park visitors has been 
people from our own Upper Piedmont area. It certainly is a 
shame that it has taken our national gasoline problem for 
many of our state's citizens to discover our state parks' 
facilities. We have noticed that many Greenville area 
residents who have lived in Greenville for an average of five 
years or more discovered Paris Mountain this season for the 
first time! 

The problems which we have encountered here have been, 
minor. Vandalism, for instance, has declined. The presence of 
park personnel with constable status has contributed to this 
decline, as well as generally providing the enforcement of 
park rules and regulations. Moreover, the cooperation with 
the Greenville County Sheriffs Department and the State 
Highway Patrol has been excellent! 

It is at this time I would like to welcome our new park 
personnel: Doris and Bud Klein from Hampton Plantation, 
and Tony Cannon from Ashboro, North Carolina. We ex
tend a warm welcome to them all! 

Park visitors here at Paris Mountain have cited a few 
facilities which we do not have. Among these facilities are: 
horseback riding, tennis courts, a slide for swimming area, 
and carpet golf. Facilities which we do have and that our 
visitors would like to see more of are: shelters and pedal 
boats. 

Well, it's time to close. I sure hope that everyone had a 
great summer. Please have a safe and prosperous fall season. 

DAVE BLACKWELL 
Ranger 
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PLEASANT RIDGE STATE PARK It is hard to 
believe that we are nearing the end of the summer season, but 
it's for real! So far, we have had a safe summer. Of course 
some activities, including swimming and picnicking, were off 
from last year due to lots of rain and cool days in June. 

We have had and are still having family reunions, church 
groups and the like. Cabins are being used a great deal as 
well as camping, thanks to Table Rock's overflow. On 
August 4, 1 had only 9 camping units to write up and before 1 
could finish, campers started coming in groups of 2 and 3 at a 
time. I ended up with 21 units and didn't get out of the 
camping area until 9:30. 

We regret losing Homer Stanton to Huntington Beach, 
but wish him well in his new position. We also wish District 
Superintendent Bob Jones the best of luck in his retirement. 

Thanks to Mike Hendrix for loaning me William Bullock 
from Table Rock to help me out while I was without a 
ranger. I wish he could have remained here. I am expecting a 
new ranger this week and I am sure he will be just as good. 

LEROY L. SMITH 
Superintendent 

ROSE HILL STATE PARK — Even with the high cost 
of gasoline and shortages in some places, the turnout here at 
Rose Hill has been better than last year. I had the 
opportunity to talk to a few out-of-state people and they said 
there was no problem getting gas here in South Carolina. The 
problem was getting gas in the other states to get back home. 

If the rain doesn't stop, we are going to have to change 
the name from Rose Hill to Rose Hollow, because everything 
is going to wash off the hill! 

I'd like to take this opportunity to welcome a new 
addition to our park. His name is Mac, and he is doing an 
outstanding job in our wildlife department. Mac is our pet 
deer, about one year old. Mac likes playing with the children, 
but he also likes doughnuts and chocolate chip cookies. 
When the crowd gets to be too much for him, he will head 
for the woods. One hunter said that ever since his wife saw 
Mac, she will not let him take a gun out of the house! I 
guess we will keep Mac unless he gets mean or starts staying 
out late and chasing women. 

Also I would like to welcome Horace Craig as our new 
District Superintendent. We are going to miss Bob Jones but 
we got a good man to replace him. We just hope Bob doesn't 
forget us while he is out living the life of leisure. We are 
looking forward to working with Horace. 

If you are ever in the area, please drop in. 

FRED H. BELK 
Superintendent 

SADLERS CREEK STATE PARK Here at Sadler's 
Creek things are really slowing down. The 4th of July we 
broke a few park records, but since then it's been a downhill 
slide! Last year we averaged about 45 to 50 camping units on 
weekends, this year we only average about 30. Our total 
camping for this year is down almost 50%. 

We're going to have a pretty big job ahead of us this fall, 
as we'll be receiving about 550 plants to set out. We're also 
going to relocate our swimming area since the old swimming 
area beach has been washed away by the wind, waves, and 
the rain. 

We would like to welcome Horace Craig to this area. I 
know he's glad to get back to his hometown of Walhalla. 

ANDY SHORE 

TABLE ROCK STATE PARK — The summer of 1979 
at Table Rock State Park has really kept everyone on their 
toes. The cabins and the campground have stayed booked all 
summer. July was way down from last year's day use due to 
all the rain, but August is making up for lost time! This year 
we have had a lot more of our local people to vacation at 
Table Rock. Many of them said that it had been so long since 
they had been up here that they didn't realize how many 
things had been added. The people of South Carolina are 
finally finding out just what our state has to offer! 

On July 21, we had a Blue Grass Festival. There were a lot 
of people in attendance and everyone seemed to enjoy the 
music very much. 

On August 11 we will have a Gospel Sing with several 
very good groups participating, and we hope that everyone 
enjoys this equally as well. 

At this time I would like to thank Bob Jones for all the 
help he has given me these past 8 years. We all miss him and 
hope that he will thoroughly enjoy his retirement. 

We at Table Rock want to welcome our new District 
Superintendent Horace Craig and his family to the upper 
state District III. Since he is no stranger to this area I know 
that he and his family will enjoy living in this district. 

We also want to welcome our new rangers to Table Rock. 
They are Harold Lynch and his family, Mike Kyzer and his 
wife, and Bill Bullard and his family. We hope you will enjoy 
working with us at Table Rock. 

I hope that each one of you had a prosperous summer. 
We are all looking forward to winter and our winter work 
projects. Stop in if you're in the area. 

MIKE HENDRIX 
Superintendent 

Page 30 Park Lites 



District IV 

As the summer season draws to a close, many parks will 
have seen the effects of inflation as it related to park 
attendance and revenue. People do not seem to be traveling 
as much or as far due to gasoline costs, etc. In light of this, it 
is important that we recall one of the sessions at the 1978 
Superintendents Conference, concerning use of the news 
media. By using local newspapers, radio, and television, 
visitation may be kept up through the information supplied 
to the media. It may be worth a try for those who have not 
done so. You could be surprised at the results. 

Winter work programs are probably under way in many 
parks in preparation for next summer. As we move into 
these, let us all remember to think safety and have an 
accident-free year. Work programs completed in District IV 
are mostly landscaping with Andrew Jackson, Landsford 
Canal, Chester, Hickory Knob, and Sesqui's YACC Camp 
receiving many plants from the nursery at Kings Mountain. 
Restoration of a log cabin has begun at Landsford and as 
funds become available additional facilities will be added. 
Hickory Knob has started installing color televisions in the 
motel rooms and cabins. Also at Hickory Knob, the cutting 
and clearing for the golf course is under way. The YACC 
program has been busy at Sesqui with construction of an 
exercise trail and renovation of the nature trail. And last but 
not least, Dreher Island finally opened its tackle shop and 
limited picnic facilities to the public. Work is progressing on 
the camping area and the paving of roads on the larger of the 
islands. By next summer this park should be in full swing. 

C. F. PARKMAN 
District IV Superintendent 



ANDREW JACKSON STATE PARK We are having 
a busy time here at Andrew Jackson State Park. Preparing 
for and setting out several hundred shrubs is one job 
completed that wijl add a lasting touch of beauty to our park. 
Another completed project is a total re-working of an 
existing nature trail. It is about fi mile of easy walking and 
offers a colorful variety of plants. 

Fishing in the park lake has been good for those brave 
enough to battle these high temperatures. At times, you 
might find some of the park employees with a Jimmy Carter 
grin on their face, having hung a big one! Our fishing boats 
have been in hot demand and finally, as of today, we received 
four new ones to add to our fleet. 

No, we don't allow swimming in the lake! I hope the signs 
we are about to put up don't mind being frowned at. I have 
seen so many long, disappointed, and angry faces that I will 
be delighted to see cooling temperatures. There is one crowd 
that wonders why they can't swim in a public lake, and 
another crowd that thinks it's unreasonable to be required to 
possess a fishing license to fish in a private pond. 

1 hope each of you has a chance to slow down and catch 
your breath as summer progresses into fall. Also, it makes 
good sense, and provides job security to vacation at a state 
park this year! 

STEVE BUCHANAN 
Ranger 

BAKER CREEK STATE PARK — Hot! That's how to 
described the late summer days at Baker Creek. And the 
summer here has really kept us busy. 

At the first of the summer we entertained The Flexible 
Tubing Company for their 4th Annual Employee Picnic. The 
Company was very pleased with the service of the park staff, 
and we received a letter thanking all of us for making it a big 
success. The 4th of July was the best week we've had so far as 
camping, but we're still off as compared to last year's crowds. 
Most of the campers I've talked to have told me that the total 
price of their weekend camping trips has doubled over the 
price last year. There have been a few personnel changes in 
our park staff here. Kennedy Moore, the Ranger I has left the 
park system to take a job as Shipping Manager in Greenville. 
Mac Copeland has been appointed to take Van Stickle's place 
as Superintendent at Huntington Beach, since Van was 
appointed to District Superintendent. We would like to 
welcome Ron Kimberly as our new Ranger I. Boy, am I glad 
to see him! 

We're looking forward to the fall as we can get on that 
much-needed maintenance around the park. 

We at Baker Creek hope you all have a nice fall and winter. I 
don't know about you but I'm ready for some of the cooler 
weather. Then you all can come down and visit the best place 
for hunting and fishing in South Carolina! I know I'll see 
Mac, and I hope to see you also! 

DAVID G. CANNON 
Ranger II 

CHESTER STATE PARK — It has certainly been a 
busy summer here at Chester State Park. Park visitors and 
revenue have increased even with the gasoline crisis. Local 
people are taking advantage of the facilities and the 
"Yankees" find gasoline cheaper and more plentiful down 
here. 

Shelters and the recreation building stay booked up with 
reservations for family reunions, church and club picnics, etc. 
Camping has been doing well along with several trailer clubs 
holding reservations well into the fall. 

It has been so hot that the fish aren't biting but 
mosquitoes are! All we can do is cut grass and wipe sweat 
and try to please the public. 

All in all, we had a successful summer with a minimum of 
problems. We are looking forward to fall and a little time off. 

WAYNE TIMMS 
Superintendent 

DREHER ISLAND STATE PARK — On June 28 of 
this year, the first of the facilities at Dreher Island were 
opened to public use on a day use only basis. They are: tackle 
shop and boat ramp area, two picnic areas with 20 tables 
each, and two rest stations. 

Eight shelters, four rest stations and one recreation 
building are available for use as soon as road access and 
parking areas are completed. These roads and parking areas 
are presently under construction by Epting Ballenger 
Corporation of Prosperity. 

Also, the first thirty-site camping area is under way 
through a joint effort of the PRT construction crew and 
Epting-Ballenger Corporation. Hopefully, this area will be 
ready for use by the First of October. 

The YACC crew has been with us for about six weeks this 
summer. They have cleared 8 picnic and shelter areas and 
completed other projects. They are to be commended for 
their good work and cooperation by all of us here at Dreher 
Island. 

ROBERT F. PARRISH 
Superintendent 

GREENWOOD STATE PARK — Gas shortages, 
sagging economy and bad weather all have tried to hinder 
park visitors this season. Through it all, we have seen park 
attendance increase over last year, but total revenue is down. 
I feel that the increase in visitors is due to the fact that the 
local people are utilizing the park more than ever before. 
Picnickers are abundant all throughout the park. Although 
the local folks have heavily utilized the park this season, our 
regular campers from the Greenville-Spartanburg area are 
becoming more selective in their camping. Where as in the 
past they have camped three or four times a month at the 
park, this year they have cut it in half. Most say that they 
can't afford the gas it takes to pull both a camper and boat to 
the lake weekly. 
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A "boat's eye" view of the Tackle Box (store) at Dreher 
Island State Park. A boat refueling station is located in the 
end of the walkway in the foreground. 

Activity along the new Exercise Trail at Sesqui. 
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Park personnel have also taken on a new time-consuming 
task this season, in that we have been spending a great deal of 
time in Magistrate's Court. Some of us have been in court 
every week all season, presenting cases that have been 
brought against abusers of our park regulations. It seems that 
our new constables's certification is finally paying off. Park 
visitors are realizing that we mean business and hopefully the 
struggle this season will really show dividends next year. 

As always there have been problems, heartaches and 
frustrations, but the good moments have heavily outweighed 
the bad to make us realize that it is all worthwhile. Maybe 
now that the season is dwindling to a close, we can all take a 
breather, then get on with our winter work program. 

JOE L. HAMBR1GHT 
Superintendent 

HAMILTON BRANCH STATE PARK Park at
tendance has really been slack this summer compared to last 
summer. Most of our campers are from this area, propably 
because they are afraid to venture far from home because of 
the gas shortage. We had at least one unusual visitor this 
summer that casued a great deal of excitement throughout the 
park — a big black furry bear! He just wandered onto the 
park and wandered away within a day or two. 

There have been no serious problems at the park this 
summer. Vandalism and littering remain about the same as 
usual. 

Labor Day weekend should prove to be a very busy time 
for the rangers and myself. School bells will soon be ringing 
and our A-2 workers will all be gone. We are looking forward 
to fall so we can catch up on park maintenance and 
improvements. 

Most of our campers are fisherman and boaters and they 
have expressed a desire to have docking facilities and gas 
pumps on the park. This would be an added convenience to 
our campers and provide extra income to the park. Parents 
of small children have asked for playground equipment to 
entertain the children while camping. Maybe next summer! 

STEVEN R. EDISON 
Superintendent 

HICKORY KNOB STATE RESORT PARK The 
summer season is in full swing as evidenced by 95 degree 
temperatures, mobs of folks and air conditioners that 
constantly go out at the most inopportune time. This has 
been another good year for Hickory Knob. Our camping is 
up from last year with rooms and cabins running about the 
same. Our revenue is running about $36,000 ahead of last 
year. People are constantly complaining about their inability 
to get reservations here. Many weeks are already booked up 
for 1980. 

Work has finally begun on our golf course. Workers are 
busily removing trees from the fairways now. It is hoped 
that a major part of the trees will have been harvested from 
the course by the middle of September. The actual grading 
should begin by early fall. 

I would like to take this opportunity to give a much 
deserving crew a pat on the back. I am sure that any 
Superintendent in the state will swear that he has the best 
crew in the state. I am no exception. The men and women 
here at Hickory Knob are truly professionals in their fields. 
Their eagerness and ability to work together for a common 
goal makes Hickory Knob a pleasant place in which to work. 
So to each of the Hickory Knob staff, 1 say THANKS! 

We at Hickory Knob would like to congratulate Mike 
Davidson on his engagement to Tricia Kay. The wedding is 
set for November 24th. We are looking forward to seeing the 
newlyweds as they honeymoon on the park in our 
HONEYMOON SUITE. I guess this proves that park life has 
a way of messing up one's sanity and good sense. 

As always, the welcome mat is out for any park 
employees and their families who want to get away for a few 
days. 

TED WILLIAMS 
Superintendent 

KINGS MOUNTAIN STATE PARK — We have had a 
busy summer at Kings Mountain. It seems like the more we 
do, the more we find to do. Work at the farm, the nursery, 
and on the trails have kept our rangers, A-2 personnel and 
YCC workers busy. Because of the weather, grass cutting has 
been a continuous job. 

The gas shortage seems to have hurt our camping 
attendance. I have noticed that most of our campers are local 
people taking advantage of the close recreational facilities. 
The gas shortage hasn't hurt our weekend day use. 
Attendance in the picnic area and at the living farm is 
keeping up with that of past years. An increase in horseback 
riding has also been noticed this summer. 

I would like to welcome the new additions to our staff. 
Coming to us from Hunting Island State Park, Assistant 
Superintendent Charles Rainey and his wife, Anna Marie, 
have settled into the Piedmont climate. A1 Allsbrooks, 
another migrant from the beach area, has joined our park 
staff as a ranger, replacing Hobie Buffington. Hobie is now 
working with the maintenance crew. We wish all these folks 
the best in their new positions. 

We are looking forward to the Pioneer Days and Muzzle 
Loaders Conclave at the Living Farm. This event, scheduled 
for September 22-23, has been an overwhelming success in 
the past years, and I am sure that this year will prove to be 
no different. I extend a hearty welcome to each of you to 
come by and take a look at our pioneer heritage. 

LEW CATO 
Superintendent 
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LANDSFORD CANAL STATE PARK This season 
will soon be coming to a close and another busy season will 
be behind everyone. It will be time once again to begin the 
winter work program and get ready for another season. 

Most of the park visitors at Landsford this year were local 
people with a few out-of-state visitors stopping by each week. 
We get a large number of visitors from our neighboring state 
of North Carolina. 

I'd like to congratulate Charles Love on his promotion 
and wish Charles and his family the very best. Keep up the 
good work! 

I'd also like to welcome Donald and Kathy Oneppo to 
Landsford Canal. Donald and his wife originally made their 
home in Edgemoor, S. C. Donald joined the park system the 
latter part of June and is doing an outstanding job. Kathy 
works for the Reid Oil Co. and seems to blend into park life 
quite well. Donald will be an asset to our state parks. 

The reconstruction of the log cabin has begun and I hope 
by next year to have the cabin complete as well as the road 
leading to the picnic area paved. 

MARSHALL L. BRUCKE 
Superintendent 

SESQUICENTENNIAL STATE PARK — After a 
period of much rain that threatened everyone with a terminal 
case of mildew (I got that phrase from Dana Sawyer or Joe 
Pinner), we are having a bunch of long, hot days that never 
seem to end. I guess they seem long because business seems 
slow. Our only activities reflecting an increase over last year 
are camping and fishing. Although swimming, boating and 
carpet golf are down (total visitors are down over 28,000), 
our revenue is up about 7(4%. 

The summer has been smooth thus far from an 
operational viewpoint. A truck that needs replacing and an 
overloaded wastewater plant are our main problems at the 
moment. Campers from all over have been most com
plimentary (as usual) about Sesqui and all other S. C. State 
Parks where they have stopped. Other than South Caro
linians, we have registered campers from 36 other states 
including Alaska and Hawaii. Foreign countries include 
Holland, France, Germany, Austria, Sweden, Switzerland, 
Australia, New Zealand and Aruba (a small island off the 
coast of South America). 

Noteworthy events this summer include the Commis
sioners meeting at our Training Center. One item on their 
agenda was recognition and appreciation for Mrs. Bea Ross 
on her retirement. We will all miss Bea, and we wish her 
a long and happy retirement. 

We also had the official dedication of the YACC facility 
and got the Best Friend Train displayed in the park. I want to 
thank Kay McColl and Vandell Davis for the program and 
nice lunch on Dedication Day, and commend their young 
people for the excellent work they are doing here and in other 
parks. With the assistance of Joe Watson, Dan Turpin and 
Charles Harrison, YACC personnel have completed a first 
class "Fitness Trail" that is going to be very popular with our 
joggers and young athletes. They are now revising and 

improving our old Nature Trail. Our thanks to Dawn, Bill 
and Howard and each member of their crews. The job looks 
great and we appreciate it very much. 

The PRT-AMTRACK (Best Friend) sits under its new 
shed, on just enough track to accommodate the length of the 
train. Once a week we fire her up and run without going 
anyplace. The engine is jacked up on blocks so the drivers 
don't touch the rails as they are turning. It generates a lot of 
curiosity and questions. The question asked most frequently 
is, "When can we ride on it?" I hope we can let them ride 
soon. I sure do love to blow that whistle! 

JIM MEADORS 
Superintendent 

SERVICE AND SUPPLY CENTER We would 
like to take this opportunity to welcome our new 
Data Coordinator to the park family. Jackie Steinmeyer 
joined our division on August 1. She was born in Charleston, 
but she has lived in Columbia since age 5. Jackie has three 
girls, Roxanne 12, Heather 10, and Sonia, 2 years and 8 
months. Her hobbies include riding her horse, Shades of 
Manilla, when she can find the time, and working with the 
cheerleaders from the Dentsville Youth Football League. She 
has been working with a computer system very similar to 
ours, and has been doing a terrific job here. 

Besides being a hot summer, it has also been a busy one. 
The requisitions have been pouring in. If this is any 
indication of our parks visitation, we have had a very 
productive season despite the gas shortage. 

We hope you have all had a good summer and that you 
will have a nice fall and winter. If you find yourselves up this 
way, please stop in to say hello. 

SUSAN FOWLER 
Office Manager 

NATIONAL PARKS VISITS DECREASE 

Visits to National Park Service areas in eight 
Southeastern states are down 10 percent this summer, 
and officials are blaming the decline on fear of gasoline 
scarcity rather than actual shortages. 

Thirty-one of 45 parks in the area reported a 
significant decrease in visits during June of this year 
compared with June 1978, said Joe Brown, NPS 
regional director. 

"Since the Southeastern states generally haven't 
suffered gas shortages and long lines at the pumps, we 
think anxiety is keeping people home," Brown said. 

However, Brown said, many parks, particularly 
those close to urban areas, are receiving more local 
visitors than in previous years. Visitors also are 
spending more time at parks and are "not as quick to 
move on to the next stop," he said. 
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New Employees 
Albert Allsbrook, III Ranger 1 Kings Mountain 

Rita Avinger Clerk II Santee 

Robert M. Badger Information Clerk II CTL 

Joe M. Barron Civil Engineer 111 Central Office 

Joanne E. Bertilacci Information Clerk CTL 

Douglas Bingham Ranger I CTL 

William Bullard Ranger 1 Table Rock 

Tony Cannon Ranger 1 Paris Mountain 

Ross Cary Ranger I Myrtle Beach 

Michael Gaskin Groundskeeper 1 CTL 
Terrace George Ranger I Myrtle Beach 

Mary F. Gladden Cust. Worker II Santee 
William E. Grant Ranger 1 Pleasant Ridge 

Stephen Gregg Ranger 1 Hamilton Branch 

Debra Griffin P L Spec. II CTL 

Reed L. Hammond Groundskeeper I CTL 
George J. Kanellos Information Clerk CTL 

Ronald Kimberly Ranger I Baker Creek 

Magdaline Kordonis Information Clerk CTL 
Harold Lynch Ranger 1 Table Rock 

Brenda Means Information Clerk CTL 

Lucy McCabe Secretary II Engineering and Planning/Central Office 

Steve Mcintosh Ranger I Huntington Beach 

Donald R. Oneppo Ranger I Landsford Canal 

David R. Redding Ranger 1 CTL 

Bonnie Sopkins Information Clerk I CTL 

Jacqueline Steinmeyer Data Coordinator I Service/Supply Center 

Doris White Canteen Operator CTL 

Promotions and Transfers 
Name 
Leroy Atkinson 
Thomas Beretta 
William Bullard 
Hobie Buffington 
Lewis Cato 
Horace Craig 
James Creech 
Joel Copeland 
Charles Cumbee 
Donald Ferguson 
George Gordon 
Charles Harrison 
Brooks Jordon 
Norbert Klein 
Michael Kyzer 
Robert Mitchell 
Charles Rainey 
Andy B. Shore 
Homer Stanton 
Van A. Stickles 
John G. Stocker 
Marshall West 

From 
Superintendent I — Woods Bay 
Groundskeeper — CTL 
Ranger I Table Rock 
Ranger 1 Kings Mountain 
Assistant Superintendent Kings Mountain 
District II Superintendent 
Ranger 111 - Paris Mountain 
Superintendent II Ba-ker Creek 
Ranger II Huntington Beach 
Ranger I Paris Mountain 
Superintendent I Old Dorchester 

State Park Recreator 
Assistant Superintendent Table Rock 
Superintendent I - Hampton Plantation 
Ranger I Myrtle Beach 
Ranger II Table Rock 
Ranger III Hunting Island 
Ranger 1 Sadlers Creek 
Ranger 1 Pleasant Ridge 
Superintendent III Huntington Beach 
Ranger I Myrtle Beach 
Park Superintendent III Poinsett 

Resignations 
Michael Gaskin 
Bobbie Hatfield 
Ruth Ittner 
Kennedy Moore 
Charles K. Parnell 
Daniel Pascoe 
Robert D. Piercy 

Retirement 

Rosolyn Argo 
Frank Baughman 
Dwight Buchanan 
Osmond R. Brown 
William Crawford 
Rose Drager 
Frances Friedman 

To 
Superintendent II Baker Creek 
Animal Care Assistant — CTL 
Ranger II Caesars Head 
Trades Worker/Field Maintenance and Construction 
Superintendent IV Kings Mountain 
District III Superintendent 
Superintendent II — Barnwell 
Superintendent III Huntington Beach 
Superintendent I Old Dorchester 
Superintendent I Hampton Plantation 
Superintendent III — Poinsett 

Chief of Operations 
Superintendent II Sadlers Creek 
Ranger III — Paris Mountain 
Ranger II Table Rock 
Ranger III - Hunting Island 
Assistant Superintendent Kings Mountain 
Ranger II Croft 

Ranger II Huntington Beach 
District II Superintendent 
Ranger II Hunting Island 
Superintendent IV Hunting Island 

David Redding 
Michael Szkolka 
James Taylor 
Lynn E. Thrane 
James D. Wilson 
Deirdra Wintner 
Edward York 

Robert G. Jones — District III Superintendent 
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When Labor Day Is Past 
Reflections Of The Past Summer 

The statistics have been compiled, and we can now 
take a backward glance at the summer of 1979. Park 
personnel noted some changing trends in visitation 
. . . where people came from, how long they stayed, 
how much money they spent and what they did while 
they were here in South Carolina. 

It seems that we had more park visitors traveling 
shorter distances and staying for shorter periods of 
time. Parks near large cities showed an increase in 
attendance, possibly from repeated day use. Many 
families may have been caught in a squeeze between 
the increased cost of living and the higher cost of 
gasoline, and have hopefully discovered that their 
home state of South Carolina has a lot to offer! 

Who do people recreate? While each person would 
probably provide a different reason, here are some 
uncovered in a recent survey: "peace of mind;" "a 
chance to learn about new things;" "an opportunity to 
get the most out of life while I can still enjoy it;" "to 
escape from home or family pressures;" "adventure 
and excitement;" "pursue an old family activity;" and 
"the creation of happy memories." 

1 like the last one best of all! What better reason for 
recreation than "the creation of happy memories!" 
Lynn and I took a weekend camping trip earlier this 
year, and our equipment included a camera and plenty 
of film. Although we enjoyed ourselves immensely 
(especially the Sunday night when we practically had 
the camping area at Oconee to ourselves), we didn't 
take the first photograph or color slide! 

It's not that we're opposed to taking photographs. 
We didn't need to prove to anyone that we made the 
trip; we would not be able to adequately convey our 
feelings to someone who had not been there with us; 

and we could take thousands of photographs with our 
minds' eyes for future reference! In fact, I am reliving 
the happy memories that we created during that 
weekend as I sit here at my trusty typewriter! 

Perhaps we should imagine that a sign bearing the 
words "happy memories are created here" has been 
installed just inside our park gates. The reverse side 
could display the following message for visitors leaving 
our parks . . . "don't forget your happy memories!" 

As corny as it may sound, helping park visitors to 
"create happy memories" may be the most important 
task that our park personnel perform! Come to think 
of it, that's what each of us should be doing each and 
every day of our lives . . . creating happy memories! 

As proof that park personnel can help park visitors 
to "create happy memories," this excerpt from a letter 
written by Mr. John Berridge of Ontario, Canada sums 
it up succinctly: 

"Last weekend, my wife and I returned from our fourth 
consecutive camping vacation at Myrtle Beach State Park. 
Since we arrived in Canada some 4)4 years ago from England, 
my wife, daughter and 1, for the very first time in our lives, 
took up camping and trailering. Acting upon the advice given 
to us by some of our Canadian friends, we decided to visit 
Myrtle Beach. 

". . . the reports concerning Myrtle Beach State Park given 
to us by these friends were very complimentary indeed, and 
when we did eventually arrive at this particular State Park, we 
very soon found that these reports were in no way 
exaggerated at all! 

". . . on every one of our visits, we have always been 
received by a most efficient and friendly staff, and the 
superintendent, Mr. Robert Turner, who we have now come to 
know quite well, always seems to operate a most efficient, 
clean and exceedingly hospitable park, and we always find it a 
delight and pleasure to visit Myrtle Beach State Park. 

"One thing that never ceases to amaze us is the fact that 
from the moment one enters the park, from the "girl in the 
box," (parking fee station! Ed.), to the men who collect the 
garbage, and all the other maintenance staff, they all, without 
exception, greet you with a smile and friendly word, and 
absolutely nothing seems to be too much trouble at all for 
them to make certain that everything is to the campers' 
satisfaction. 

"Finally, 1 consider Myrtle Beach State Park is a credit to 
lovely South Carolina." 
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With the present emphasis upon physical exercise and conditioning, the new Fitness Area and Trail at Sesqui is 
becoming a popular gathering place for those wanting to get in shape or to stay in shape. Exercise stations are located 
at various points along the trail. This type of trail combining a jogging trail with exercise stations has been popular for 
many years in European and Scandinavian countries. 


