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FROM 
THE 
DIRECTOR 

Here are some of my thoughts and observations 
about the upcoming summer season. Our spring has 
been exceptionally hot and this seems to bring the 
people out to our parks. Because of this, our summer 
attendance should be greater than last year's. 
Although it has been sixteen years since 1 worked at a 
park, each year I try to spend as much time as possible 
at our state parks. 

This spring being no exception, 1 have been visiting 
parks in all areas of the state to observe and talk with 
park users and to work with our park personnel. I 
have seen some of our park personnel working "under 
the gun" even this early in the season. A small 
percentage of our park users continue to cause 
problems, particularly at our beach parks. These parks 
are our heaviest used areas and, in most cases, attract 
a different type of clientele than at our inland parks. 

A recent vandalism survey conducted at our parks 
revealed that many inland parks report little or no 
vandalism, whereas some of our beach parks reported 
heavy vandalism. Perhaps we can do a better job of 
informing our users of park rules and regulations, and 
of periods that visitation is apt to be heavy or light. 

We have "No Vacancy" signs located some twenty 
miles from two of our beach parks. These are used 
when the camping areas are full in order to save 
campers from driving the round-trip of forty miles only 
to be told that the camping areas are full. In spite of 
this, campers ignored these signs last weekend and 
drove to the park, arriving late in the day, only to be 
told that there were no vacant sites in the camping 
area. I observed the disappointed campers; telling you 
that they were South Carolina residents and tax
payers, and that they resented the fact that out-of-
staters were permitted to camp, yet they could not get 
a site. 

You were also told that you would be hearing from 
their senator, yet you remained calm in spite of this 
harassment and said that you were sorry that you 
could not accommodate them. I appreciated the fact 
that you made telephone calls to local campgrounds 
trying to find these people a campsite. In one 
instance 1 was introduced to an in-state camper as the 
State Park Director and questioned about out-of-
staters using our camping areas and other park 
facilities. I explained that our primary mission was to 
serve South Carolinians and that we were presently 
providing some 70% of our budget from revenue-
producing facilities such as camping and cabins. I also 
explained that we would not be able to raise the 
required amount of revenue if we allowed only South 
Carolina residents to use our state parks. The 
gentleman said that he understood, and I mention this 
example only to emphasize to you that we must 
continue to explain the reason for our rules, 
regulations and other phases of our operation. 

(Continued on Page 4) 



Speaker Emeritus Blatt 
Honored for Distinguished 
State Service 

U. S. Senator Strom 
Thurmond Delivers 
Dedicatory Address 

BARNWELL — Solomon Blatt, for 33 years Speaker 
of the South Carolina House of Representatives, was 
praised June 23 by U. S. Senator Strom Thurmond in 
an address dedicating the Solomon Blatt Community 
Center at Barnwell State Park. 

In his keynote remarks, South Carolina's senior 
senator said, "The efforts and leadership of Speaker 
Blatt have made it possible for Parks, Recreation and 
Tourism (PRT) and our state parks system to provide 
excellent recreation facilities such as this beautiful new 
community center." 

The 3,600 square foot center will be used for various 
community activities such as civic, youth and business 
meetings, square dances and other public and private 
gatherings. Full kitchen facilities are also available. 

A concurrent resolution, introduced by Representative 
Charles E. Hodges and Senator Frank L. Roddey, was passed 
Thursday commemorating the occasion. 

Senator Thurmond said, "The new Solomon Blatt Com
munity Center will provide a wide range of recreational and civic 
activities for many people who visit Barnwell State Park in the 
future." 

PRT Chairman D. Gene Rickenbaker, 
in presiding over the dedication cere
monies said, "The PRT Commission is 
pleased to be able to name this building for 

At the conclusion of the ceremony, Speaker 
Emeritus Blatt and his wife were joined by Senator 
Thurmond and other officials in unveiling the corner
stone of the new building. 

Barnwell State Park, located seven miles northeast 
of Barnwell on S. C. 3, is a 307-acre park with five 
vacation cabins, a scout camping area, a 25-site family 
camping area, plus a picnic area and nature trail. Lake 
swimming and fishing are featured, and rental fishing 
and pedal boats are available. Mrs. D. I. "Bea" Ross is 
park superintendent. 

Mr. Blatt because of his tireless efforts on behalf of the 
community he serves." 

Speaker Emeritus Blatt, the first person ever elected to this 
position, has served District #91 — Barnwell and Bamberg 
Counties — since 1933, serving 46 consecutive years as a 
member of the House of Representatives. His 33 years as 
House Speaker is the longest tenure for a house speaker in 
U. S. history. 

The invocation was given by The Rev. William A. Kolb, 
Vicar of the Holy Apostles Epsicopal Church in Barnwell and 
Christ Episcopal Church in Denmark. The 
Rev. Aaron Bush, community pastor of 
three Williston-area Baptist churches, pro
nounced the benediction. 

SH 8®' SOLOMON BLATT 
COMMUNITY CENTER 

DEDICATED mi 

Repr. Charles E. Hodges reads text of State Recreation Award prior to 
presenting it to Speaker Blatt. 

From left, PRT Commission Chairman Rickenbake, 
the corner marker unveiling. 

Speaker and Mrs. Blatt and Senator Thurmond admiring Travis Hooper, a 
great grandson of the Blatts'. Travis is the son of "T." and Cheri Hooper of 
Greenville; Cheri is the daughter of Judge and Mrs. Solomon Blatt, Jr. 

:i, Mrs. Blatt, Speaker Blatt and Senator Thurmond at 
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Director's Message (Continued from Page 1) 

I realize that time will not always allow you to 
explain all of our problems to our turn-aways such as 
the ones that 1 talked to. We appreciate the fact that 
your wives and children are vital parts of the park 
system. Hardly a day goes by that your wife isn't 
answering the telephone, making reservations, giving 
information and performing other duties while she is 
trying to prepare a meal or look after the children. We 
also appreciate the long hours and seven-day weeks 
that many of you work during the summer months in 
order to get the job done of serving visitors to your 
state parks. 

Already I can see that our law enforcement officers 
will be of tremendous help to you in your day-to-day 
operations. At some of the parks that I visited recently, 
arrests have been necessary in order to maintain the 
type of operation that we and most park visitors 
desire. 

During the days ahead, you will be called upon to 
make many quick decisions and hopefully they will be 
the right ones. Most of our field personnel are young, 
particularly when compared to the few old codgers like 
myself! I have found without exception that all of you 
are doing an outstanding job and the future of our 
State Park system indeed looks very promising. Many 
of you have performed various tasks during the winter 
months that were beyond the call of normal duty. A 
good example is the outstanding job being done by the 
staff at Kings Mountain with the nursery and Living 
Farm. 

Each of you are vitally important to our overall 
operation. A word of thanks is certainly in order 
f o r  . . .  .  

. . . .  o u r  d i s t r i c t  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s ,  w h o  s e e m  t o  w e a r  
the roads out as they travel from park to park, and for 
their excellent communications with the Central 
Office. 

. . . .  o u r  r o v i n g  m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
crews, who work long hours in order to get a project 
completed and ready for operation. These men are 
usually away from their families four nights a week and 
we commend them for their attitude toward their 
work. 

. . . . our secretaries, who do an excellent job 
answering telephone inquiries and giving out needed 
information and materials. 

. . . . our Park Lites editor, for his trying time in 
putting this publication together, and for his many 
nights away from his family presenting state park slide 
presentations. 

. . . .  o u r  P r o g r a m  S e c t i o n  p e r s o n n e l ,  w h o  s p e n d  

many weekends in the field with their special 
programs. 

. . . . our E & P Section, for leaving home early in the 
morning to meet appointments in the field, and for 
being on call day and night when needed. 

.  . . .  t o  o u r  C h i e f  o f  O p e r a t i o n s ,  f o r  p r o c e s s i n g  t h e  
extra payrolls, invoices and other paperwork that 
covers her desk. 

. . . . our History Section, for their excellent work at 
the Living Farm at Kings Mountain. 

. . . . our Service & Supply Center, for the many 
personnel moves they help us make, in addition to 
signs, cabinets and other millwork that goes out to the 
parks. 

. . . .  t o  R a l p h  R a b o n  a n d  h i s  M e r c h a n d i s i n g  S e c t i o n ,  
for without their efforts our budget would certainly 
suffer. 

. . . . last, but certainly not least, for the excellent 
cooperation of our Commission and the entire 
organization of our Department of Parks, Recreation 
and Tourism. It takes each of us working together to 
get the job done! 

A good park employee must be both dedicated and 
loyal, and must realize that he will never make a 
fortune. However, the self-satisfaction of serving 
people makes park life very worthwhile. Quite often we 
have former employees who desire to come back with 
us, and we have found that most of these make 
excellent park people. Operating a state park is a big 
job, and your on-the-spot decisions when dealing with 
personnel and the general public are one of your most 
important functions. 

I have found through experience that it is best to 
admit when you have made a mistake. After all, the 
only people that don't make mistakes are the people 
that don't do anything, and you are certainly not in 
that category! 

rr 
RAY M. SISK, Director 
Division of State Parks 

NOTE: Two former state park superintendents have passed 
away recently, Cecil Hayes (Andrew Jackson) in May and J. W. 
Ray (Oconee) on July 2 from the effects of a lingering illness. Both of 
these men dedicated years of their lives to park work, and our 
thoughts are with their families during these difficult days. 

Page 4 Park Lites 



Brooks met his wife Nancy at Kings Mountain while he was 
working there. Her parents live at nearby Clover. She has been 
attending classes at Coastal Carolina, and will graduate in August 
with a B.A. degree in History. She hopes to teach in the public 
schools this fall. 

Brooks enjoys woodworking in his spare time, and has shop 
equipment in a small storage building behind his park residence. He 
particularly enjoys building furniture, and hopes to eventually display 
his wares at area craft shows. Two of his specialties are butcher 
block tables and children's toys. 

Another of his hobbies is citizen's band radio. A real "CB" 
addict, he has a 12-watt sideband base station at his house (in 
addition to a unit in his car). He explained to me that sideband is 
between CB and ham radio in terms of output and power. He has 
talked with people as far away as Illinois, Michigan and Florida! 

Nancy likes to knit and read when she is not cramming for 
exams or working around the house. They have not had many 
opportunities to travel yet, but have been to Florida once. They 
make regular visits to Bishopville and Clover to visit both sets of 
parents when they can arrange a day off. 

Brooks has found that many visitors come to Huntington Beach 
for vacations, whereas most visitors at Kings Mountain came for 
weekends. However, he enjoys the coastal area and has even been 
known to slip off the park now and then for some delicious seafood 
at one of the area restaurants. (Superintendent Stickles has been 
known to put in a "plug" for Lee's Inlet Kitchen at nearby Murrells 
Inlet. That is understandable, since his wife is "on the payroll" at that 
establishment. Lynn and I ate supper there during a recent visit to 
the coastal area, and we can certainly vouch for their food. It was 
first-rate! Ed.) 

DISTRICT I 
Brooks Jordan, Ranger 

Huntington Beach State Park 
DISTRICT II 

Charles Hatfield, 
Assistant Superintendent — Maintenance 

Santee State Park 
DISTRICT III 

Louie Ridley, Ranger 
Oconee State Park 

DISTRICT IV 
Joel L. "Mac" Copeland, Superintendent 

Baker Creek State Park 

BROOKS JORDAN — Brooks is a native of Bishopville, 
where he and a younger brother grew up on a farm, where his 
parents still live. His brother, a recent Clemson graduate, is 
employed by the F.C.X. in Florence. Brooks graduated from 
Bishopville High School, then attended Lake City Junior College at 
Lake City, Florida, where he received an Associate Degree in Park 
Management. His three-month field training period took place at 
Hunting Island. 

Brooks completed his two-year college studies on April 29, 1972. 
He moved to Kings Mountain on May 1, began work the next day, 
and has been with us ever since! He stayed at Kings Mountain for 
two years as Ranger I, then was promoted to Ranger II and 
transferred to Cheraw, where he stayed for almost three years. His 
next move was to Huntington Beach in April, 1977 where he has 
been working as a Ranger III. 
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CHARLES HATFIELD — Charlie is a "cracker" from 
Savannah, where his father was a Naval inspector, while his mother 
was from Winnsboro, He has three sisters and one brother, now 
living in North Carolina, South Carolina and Florida. Charlie happily 
recalls his boyhood days spent along the Georgia coast, where he 
hunted, fished and camped like a modern day Huck Finn. 

His high school days were spent at Deering, a town on the 
outskirts of Savannah. He joined the Navy in 1943 and spent five 
years as an aviation engineer and aerial gunner. After the war he 
returned to the South but located in Winnsboro, where he took two 
years of technical training in heating, plumbing and small appliance 
repair. Charlie was in the hardware and appliance business from 
1950 to 1962, then began a ten-year stint with the Pepsi-Cola Bottling 
Company in Winnsboro. Charlie became Production Manager after 
undergoing some specialized training at a company school in 
Atlanta. 

Charlie joined the park system in 1972 as a Ranger I, but six 
short months later he was promoted to Ranger II and transferred to 
Oconee. Since August, 1973 he has been Assistant Superintendent 
for Maintenance at Santee. In this capacity he has five Rangers and 
12 CMP workers to wrestle with maintenance problems at the park. 

His wife, Bobbie Jean, is a native of Birmingham, Alabama. She 
and Charlie met in Walterboro. The Hatfields have three children, a 
daughter living in St. Matthews, a son living on Johns Island and 
another daughter living in Orangeburg. Three grandchildren enjoy 
visiting when their parents come by for an informal family reunion. 

Both Charlie and Bobbie Jean enjoy trying to outsmart the fish at 
Santee and searching for Indian relics. They have between eight and 
nine hundred arrowheads, the majority found at or near Santee 
State Park! Bobbie Jean puts her interest in fishing to good use as 
full-time operator of the Tackle Box at Santee. They also enjoy 
pickup camping and have visited some 17 state parks during the 
past two years. Last fall they made a "loop tour" of several state 
parks in South Carolina and hope to visit more as time and money 
will allow. They toured parts of Mexico in 1976 and are planning a 
visit to the Grand Canyon within the next few years. 

Charlie mentioned that at least half of the cabin renters at Santee 
are from out-of-state, and that a majority of campers at the park in 
recent months have been using tents, pickups with camper tops and 
small fold-down units as opposed to the larger trailers and motor 
homes. 

Hatfield is a devoted country-and-western music fan, and is 
learning some tunes on a newly-acquired chord organ. He still has a 
home in Winnsboro, and will probably move back there eventually. 
He and Bobbie Jean are active in church work, and both share a 
love for Santee State Park. They both are hoping to learn more 
about the clever fish that call Lake Marion home! 

Louie went as far as the seventh grade in school. "Back then we 
would work a while, go to school a while, then go back to work," 
Louie said. His parents had a farm, where they raised corn, potatoes 
and the usual assortment of garden vegetables. A sawmill was built 
on the Chattooga in the mid-thirties, and Louie worked there for a 
while before starting to work at Oconee in the late thirties. 

Oconee had a horse barn and rental horses in the early days, and 
they were very popular, according to Ridley. Long before the days of 
camping, picnicking was one of the biggest uses of state parks. The 
CCC workers built twenty cabins, which were not winterized and 
therefore rented only during the summer months. Visitors were few 
and far between in the early days as compared with the hordes that 
descend upon our state parks today. 

While Louie has visited a few other state parks in the Piedmont 
area, he has worked only at Oconee. Years ago he spent a week at 
Myrtle Beach, but he hasn't been back since! His reason is very 
simple and straight-forward ... "I love the mountains," he says, and 
the sound of his voice will convince you that he means what he says! 
He has driven over into the Smokies a couple of times, but is very 
content to remain "close to home." 

Louie has a few cows, hogs, chickens and dogs at his Mountain 
Rest home, where his 89-year old mother lives with him. His wife, 
Janie, passed away two years ago. He had planned to retire, but now 
he is content to continue working at Oconee. He has no particular 
work preference, but is glad to do anything that needs to be done. 
He obviously enjoys making Oconee State Park look neat and 
attractive for its many visitors. 

He attends services at nearby Bethlehem Baptist Church 
whenever he can, and attended Bible School every night that it was 
held recently. A number of park visitors enjoy driving to Louie's 
home and talking with his mother. "She sure does enjoy having the 
company," Louie said. 

Louie admits to being pretty well satisfied with his life. 
"This park is like home to me," he said, "and I don't have any places 
that I want to go or things that I want to do." He knows many of the 
regular park visitors by name, as do the other park personnel, and 
says that they don't have any trouble with people that visit Oconee. 
Louie says that they're good people, and that's good enough for me! 

LOUIE RIDLEY — Louie, a native of Oconee County, lives just 
five miles from the park at his home in Mountain Rest. You don't 
have to talk with him but a few minutes to learn that there is no 
place on earth like Oconee County! (I am inclined to agree with him! 
Ed.) 
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JOEL "MAC" COPELAND — Mac hails from "Honey Patch" 
(otherwise known to the natives as Honea Path! Ed.) where his 
parents live and work in a local shirt factory. Being the only son in a 
family with five sisters, Mac confesses to getting "special treatment" 
in the Copeland family. He attended local schools and graduated in 
1969 from Belton-Honea Path High School. Mac ran track for two 
years, specializing in the 440-yard dash, high hurdles and the mile 
relay (with a little help from his friends!). 

Mac enrolled at Clemson in 1969, and after one semester in the 
Forestry curriculum, he switched to Recreation and Park Ad
ministration. He attended on a full track scholarship, and continued to 
run the 440, high hurdles and the mile relay. His 440-yard high 
school record was broken just recently, and he still holds two records 
at Clemson. Mac recalls those days as being very pleasant, with a good 
bit of travel with the track team to all parts of the country. 

Mac worked at the Anderson Recreation Center one summer, 
and took his field training at the U. S. Forest Service's Parsons 
Mountain area near Abbeville. Fortune smiled twice on Mac in 1973: 
he graduated from Clemson in December and he got married in July! 
The lucky lady was Terry Belinda Booth from nearby Belton, who 
had attended Belton-Honea Path High School with Mac. 

Mac began his work with the state park system in January 1974 
as a ranger at Myrtle Beach. A few months later he was promoted to 
Park Management Assistant (PMA) and in September 1976 he 
received another promotion to Assistant Superintendent. Since July 
1977 he has been Superintendent at Baker Creek. 

Mac and Terry have two children, Jennifer Dawn, 2/2 and Joel 
Shane, 8 months. Terry had worked previously in banks both at 
Belton and Myrtle Beach, and hopes to go back to work. She 
recently interviewed for a job with the Highway Department in 
McCormick, and by this writing she may be back at the old grind! 
Mac was raised on a farm with three fish ponds, and has always 
enjoyed hunting and fishing. He has fished a few bass tournaments, 
and has managed to break even, but vows to improve once he learns 
where the "hot spots" are in the Clark Hill Reservoir! Mac hunts 
deer, and bagged four this year. He says that it sure does help on 
the grocery bill, but he misses not having a garden. He used to raise 
beagles and hunt rabbits, and is getting back into this sport, having 
recently purchased two beagles. 

Terry has been staying busy keeping house and looking after the 
children, but may be looking for a good babysitter if a job with the 
Highway Department comes through for her. The Copelands 
haven't had much opportunity to travel, but Mac wants to go to 
Canada while Terry is more interested in Disney World. (Take my 
advice, Mac; buy a book about Canada and read it on the way to 
Disney World! Ed.) 

A lot of local people visit Baker Creek on a regular basis, and 
Mac and the other park personnel get to know them on a first-name 
basis. Mac would like to have another ranger's residence and a 
check-in station for campers. Like many other superintendents, Mac 

has noticed an increase in the number of tent campers at Baker 
Creek. Another category of park users on the increase, particularly 
in the camping category, is senior citizens. 

There seems to be plenty to keep Mac and the other park 
personnel busy. "We never get caught up," he said, "but we like it 
that way!" 

Energy Saver 
Drapes are not only decorative but they serve as 

invaluable insulators to prevent temperature changes 
caused by window exposure. In the summer drapes 
and blinds can reduce heat from the sun by 50%. In the 
winter, leaving them open during the day lets in heat 

from the sun. But remember leaving them open at 
night will result in a 30% heat loss, so open and close 
your drapes and blinds accordingly during the seasons. 

WILLIAM C. LUCAS 
Chief of Construction 
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District I 

Each year spring seems to come earlier. Spring is the time 
when all park Superintendents realize the summer season is 
rapidly approaching and preparation time is almost gone. A 
well planned winter work schedule can make the spring a 
much more pleasant and less hectic time of year. However, 
no matter how well planned, there are always those rush 
projects that must be completed before the summer. Below is 
a list of some of the spring work going on in District I Parks. 

Charles Towne Landing — A lot of time has been spent 
on the grounds recently with spring fertilizing, pruning, and 
the beginning of grass cutting. Bids are being taken on the re
covering of the Pavilion roof which received severe wind and 
rain damage. The park crew has repaired and refinished all 
the metal rest room partitions on the park. The trams have 
received considerable attention due to the increased usage. 

Colleton — The park crew has spent time repainting rest 
rooms and keeping ahead of the rainy season grass. The 
sewage treatment plant attracted much attention in the last 
couple of months while it was not working properly, but it is 
now operating the best ever. 

Givhans Ferry — Renovation of cabin #2 has begun. Don 
Shumpert and Jim Stapleton are giving it a real face lift. 
Plans are to renovate all the cabins. 

Edisto Beach — Big news at Edisto is the much needed 
rewiring of 25 popular campsites. The new water line has 
been completed tying the park cabins into the main water 
system. Good city water is coming soon! The construction 
crew has done most of the work on these projects. The park 
crew has recarpeted and reworked the carpet golf course. 

Hunting Island — The construction crew is presently 
rewiring a portion of the campground. Two other projects 
they will complete is building up the sandy campground 
roads, and moving the trailer residence from the campground 
to a more private location. The park crew is hustling to finish 
winter painting projects and keep up with cabin rental 
cleaning. 

Huntington Beach — The crew at Huntington has been 
busy preparing equipment and facilities for the coming 
season. Painting and general repairs on rest rooms, carpet 
golf course, and equipment, have been completed. 

Hampton Plantation — Bud and Will have spent most of 
their time working in the gardens and cutting grass. 

Myrtle Beach — With some help from the maintenance 
crew, the trailer residence was moved from the campground. 
The move made both the trailer and campground much more 
attractive. At present the park crew is draining and cleaning 
the swimming pool. The park crew is also building a soft 
drink storage building near the Trading Post. 

Old Dorchester — Danny and Mike have been working 
on several projects. The park tractor was sanded and 
repainted. The plumbing had to be reworked in the picnic 
area rest room. Last week a sanitary seal was put on the well 
used by the public. 

Rivers Bridge — The swimming pool is the big attraction 
at Rivers Bridge in the summer. At present some plastering is 
being done to get the pool ready. Painting and repair work 
have been completed inside the bath house. Hopefully, the 
construction crew will be able to rewire the campground in a 
few weeks. 

LARRY DUNCAN 
District I Superintendent 

CHARLES TOWNE LANDING — The Landing started 
off this summer as the site of Spoleto Festival's jazz program 
from May 28 through June 9. Featured during the two-week 
run were many well-known jazz artists including the North 
Texas State One O'Clock Jazz Lab Band and Ella Fitzgerald. 
For the first time, the Landing closed its regular park 
operation to visitors at 2:00 p.m. daily and reopened at 3:00 
to Spoleto jazz goers. Those attending the program enjoyed 
simultaneous afternoon performances in the Geodesic Dome, 
Theatre and Plaza Area from 3:00 until 7:00, and an evening 
performance on the Pavilion Deck until 10:00 each night. As 
of this writing, we did not know the outcome of our Spoleto 
experiment, but we were all looking forward to participating 
in the festival. 

Now July 4th is just around the corner. Our celebration 
will be more low-key this summer and will take advantage of 
the air-conditioned Dome for some of the entertainment. 
Themed around the 1920's, our main attraction will be a 
continuous show from noon until dark of first-rate Dixieland 
jazz and vaudeville in the Dome. Cartoons will run all day in 
the Theatre for children. Outside, carnival rides and games 
will be set up in the field next to the Dome, and the Second 
S. C. Regiment of Foot and Omar Pirates will set up camps 
and entertain throughout the day. Of course July 4th would 
not be July 4th without our fireworks extravaganza at dark. 

Our new YCC employees are probably a blessing, but 
they are well disguised behind the paperwork and handbooks, 
training and regulations required before we can put them to 
work. Beginning this month, eight high school students will 
work with their crew leader on maintenance and construction 
projects while applying their newly acquired environmental 
principles. The Landing welcomes these new employees for 
the summer and hopes the program proves to be mutually 
beneficial. 
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The paperwork has also started and construction will 
hopefully be underway by September for new rest room and 
classroom facilities for the Geodesic Dome. After waiting five 
years, the Bond Review Committee finally approved last 
month our request for the $115,000 needed to finance the 
construction. With these additions, the Dome will be a more 
attractive and versatile rental facility. 

DEIRDRA W1NTNER 
Public Information Specialist 

Another "first" for the Landing . . . our two bison cows 
gave birth to calves within one week of each other in May. 
This summer we expect our usual newborn raccoons, deer, 
elk, and foxes. Many turkey polts have been hatching this 
year as well. Photo credit: The Charleston Evening Post. 

COLLETON STATE PARK — Camping at Colleton has 
been very good this year, however the Edisto River is out of 
its banks and the bugs are biting. This has slowed activity 
down for two weeks in a row. The Swirling Lady won't 
furnish many fish dinners this spring! 

We have had campers from England, The Netherlands, 
Nova Scotia and Germany and they all had favorable 
comments about South Carolina State Parks. 

I really enjoyed the three weeks at the Criminal Justice 
Academy. It is a fine institution and I think everyone in the 
class learned a lot about law enforcement and public 
relations. Instructors Jim Kirby and John O'Leary did an 
outstanding job teaching and went out of their way to help us 
get all we could out of the course. (Most of the class had the 
flu, and they were afraid of getting the bug from us!) 

I lost my companion Smoky to Leukemia on March 6 
and it took eight weeks to find one, but I found a German 
Shepherd puppy just like her. The new Smoky was born the 
same day that Smoky I died. The way I see it God made 
Smoky and let me have her for awhile (six years). For 
reasons only He knows He decided to take her back, but 
every cloud has a silver lining and He provided me with a 
new puppy and brought back the sunshine. 

Ranger Bill Fowler continues to do a good job and is a 
big help when we go to Isaac Haynes Tomb. 

As most of you know, my mother had a brain tumor 
removed in March. She is doing as well as can be expected, 
although she has a long hard fight ahead of her. I would like 
to say thanks for the prayers and cards. She is in God's hands 
and has accepted whatever be His will. 

We are looking forward to the coming summer and wish 
you all a safe and successful season with God's blessings. 

HARRY G. FARR 
Superintendent 

EDISTO BEACH — Spring weather has sprung, as well 
as the summer crowds at Edisto! This spring has already been 
a busy one with some 20,000 more visitors than this time last 
year. With the bigger crowds, more problems have arisen: 1) 
Campers complaining about no campsites, 2) Thieves stealing 
ice chests and fishing tackle, 3) Car wrecks in the camping 
area, 4) Swimmers wanting a place to change clothes and 
shower, and 5) Picnickers complaining about no tables or 
grills. 

With the crowds here already, it looks like we are in for a 
long hard summer season. 

MELL FELDER 
Superintendent 

GIVHANS FERRY STATE PARK — It sure is hard to 
tell which season we are in these days! After a very hard 
winter we were rushed headlong into summer and everything 
hastily burst into bloom. The weather turned so cool that we 
thought everything would be frost bitten. Thank goodness the 
rains came before we had any serious forest fires, but some of 
my campers were unhappy when we had to ask them to put 
out campfires. That has past now and the "Great Lady, 
Edisto" is full to the brim with water and swimmers. 

The gorgeous weather at Easter brought out a full house 
in all areas. All cabins, picnic shelters, the recreation building 
and campsites were filled. One campsite was rented four 
times for a family picnic that day! No serious problems 
occurred for which I am thankful, and there was no danger of 
speeders because of the many cars. It took me twenty minutes 
to drive the park truck from the recreation building to my 
house! 

This season is looking good so far. The cabins, the 
campsites, general visitation and the revenue are on an 
upswing. With the increase of tourism in our state and 
particularly in this area, we should see an increase 
throughout the year. We have had wall-to-wall crowds each 
weekend, especially on Sunday, since the warm weather 
began. Now that the cabins are being renovated, I feel sure 
that they will continue to rent well. The recreation building 
and picnic shelters are booked solid well into August and 
there is never a shortage of day users. The only doubtful area 
is the site camping; the overdose of mosquitos seems to drive 
the campers to other places in the summer months. 

As we go into the summer season, 1 feel sure no one will 
be lacking for something to do. I hope each of you will have 
a safe and happy summer. May God Bless . . . 

JOHN B. HOLLOWAY 
Superintendent 
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HAMPTON PLANTATION — In late March, Mrs. 
Archibald Rutledge, II visited Hampton bringing along with 
her forty-six teachers and professors from Jacksonville, 
Alabama College. It was a pleasure for both my wife and I to 
meet this lovely lady. She made Hampton her home for a 
number of years and was most complimentary in her 
statement that the grounds and surroundings were better 
maintained than she'd ever seen them. We quite often receive 
these remarks from visitors who have visited here in the past, 
but to receive them from a member of the family is most 
rewarding. 

We again hosted the Prince George Episcopal Parish of 
Georgetown's low country plantation tour on April 7th with 
about 500 guests. These visitors came from twenty-five states, 
Haiti, Canada, Turkey, Egypt and Czechoslovakia and there 
was a great admiration among them for Hampton. 

The gardens outdid themselves this year with color and 
beauty — it is absolutely another world to wander through 
and enjoy — the tranquility and elegance that nature 
provides us here is magnificent. How many members of our 
park family can be furnished a live action show by an old 
wild turkey gobbler strutting across a path in front of you as 
if to advertise he's the king of the woodlands surrounding us. 
This was awarded us several weeks ago. We've spent many an 
enjoyable evening sitting on our front stoop talking with our 
plantation flock using a Lynch caller. 

Our wishes go out to all of you operating parks for a most 
successful and enjoyable summer season. Perhaps our day to 
enjoy this feeling will come someday. 

BUD KLEIN 
Superintendent 

Last month, we had a new addition to our park family — 
the birth of a baby girl to Sherry and Dave Cannon. We are 
always happy to have a new little arrival added to our park 
family. 

Well, I guess that's all the important things to take place 
at our park lately. Stop by and visit us if you are ever down 
our way. 

JAMES TAYLOR 
Superintendent 

HUNTINGTON BEACH STATE PARK — Our state 
parks are and should be a paradise for all nature lovers, bird 
watchers, conservationalists, and environmentalists as well as 
for swimmers, picnickers, campers, and sightseers. This year 
at Huntington Beach, the naturalist will have an easier time 
reaching his goal to see and recognize an Osprey near the 
lagoon, a Pileated Woodpecker on the back road, or a Marsh 
Hen just off the boardwalk, because of two new brochures 
available to them. The brochure on the natural areas on the 
park will lead the visitor to likely places for the best 
observation, then the new bird checklist will inform them as 
to probability for spotting a certain species. 

The hiking and "upland" enthusiast will enjoy the newly 
signed Sea Oats Nature Trail. Many visitors have already 
witnessed its varied terrain from the sand dunes, to hardwood 
forest, to secondary dunes, to swampland, and finally to the 
pine forest on the west border. 

Smiling like a proud father is Huntington Beach Superin
tendent Van Stickles with his new "offspring," a four-cylinder 
Toro with a 72" cut. 

HUNTING ISLAND STATE PARK — Busy, busy, busy 
— that's the way things have been around Hunting Island 
since March! Easter weekend really got us started with a full 
house in camping and the cabins. To be such a large crowd, 
things ran pretty smoothly. 

Since Easter our camping on the weekends has been 
averaging around 150 units, and the cabins have been full 
every weekend. 

The last weekend in April, a saltwater fishing seminar was 
held in our recreational building. The response was very 
good, and Charles Harrison and the men from S. C. Wildlife 
Department did a fine job. 

Since my arrival in December, we have had a few changes 
in our personnel. Frank Couch, our PMA, was promoted to 
Assistant Superintendent at Santee. We want to wish Frank 
all the best, and know that he will do a fine job. 

Joe Laferta, Ranger I at Chester, has replaced Frank as 
our new PMA. We are certainly glad to have Joe with us. 
Like Frank, he is a good ole' Clemson boy! 
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Huntington Beach Superintendent and park staff installing 
a display case at the Marsh Boardwalk entrance. A similar 
exhibit faces this one at the boardwalk entrance, while others 
have recently been installed in the natural area and at the 
"gator hole." 

Four new nature information boards have been set up at 
the lagoon, marsh boardwalk, and North Beach. Here a 
visitor can learn of alligators, marsh life, and shells they can 
expect to find while combing the beach. 

Many compliments have been heard about these new 
additions and improvements. My compliments go to Joe 
Watson, John Reid Clonts, Brian Cassie, Dana Sawyer, and 
the Service and Supply Center crew for the excellent bulletin 
boards. 

A large crowd turned out recently for the Arts and Crafts 
show here sponsored by the Georgetown County Arts 
Council. The three-day event brought 90,000 visitors through 
our gates. 

Congratulations are extended to Ranger George Gordon 
and family on the birth of a son, Christopher Michael. 
Welcome, Chris! 

VAN STICKLES 
Superintendent 

MYRTLE BEACH STATE PARK — We have really 
had a slow spring here at the beach. There have not been 
many nice days during the past month, but we are hoping the 
weather will clear and the crowds will pick up. Pier 
fishing has been fair with some catches of spot, whiting and 
flounder. There have not been any king fishermen so we can 
not report on that. 

We completed most of our winter work program this 
year. A new storage shed for soft drinks is being built in the 
camping area. It will have a roof and picnic tables under it, 
so maybe it will attract some of the teenagers that sat on the 
porch of the store. 

If any of you are free this summer and are down this way, 
stop by to see us. 

ROBERT J. TURNER 
Superintendent 

OLD DORCHESTER STATE PARK — Summer has 
arrived again and so have the park visitors. Our total 
attendance is up 17,000 over last year at this time. There have 
been several weddings at the bell tower and several more are 
scheduled for the near future. The month of May was busy as 
usual with the area schools having their annual field days. 

We had an unusual visitor in the park a few weeks back. 
Would you believe a wild turkey in our driveway? Mike got 
this hungry look in his eyes and I had to remind him that we 
were on state property. I believe the turkey knew it also, 
because he sure took his time leaving! We have spotted 
several deer also. The abundance of wildlife in the park is due 
to the clearing of land on property adjoining the park. 

DANNY M. ODOM 
Superintendent 

RIVERS BRIDGE STATE PARK — Well, with spring 
almost gone and summer just around the corner, we here at 
Rivers Bridge have been busy. On May 12 we held the 102nd 
Memorial Service for the Confederate soldiers killed in the 
Battle of Rivers Bridge. It was here that a handful of 
Confederates from the Georgia 37th regiment held off 
Sherman's 17th Corps for three days, thereby gaining 
valuable time for the civilians in the area to evacuate to 
places of safety. 

A few weeks ago, John Reid Clonts was here to conduct 
our annual wildflower tour and he had a pretty fair turn-out. 
The tour could not have been scheduled for a better time 
because all our azaleas and most of our wildflowers were in 
bloom, and the weather was perfect. Everyone had a real nice 
time, and Jerry and I want to thank John for his time and 
expertise. 

Jerry and I are busy converting the small first aid and 
lifeguard rooms in the back of the concession stand into 
living quarters for our lifeguards. We are also busy cleaning 
our pools and repairing and checking out their filter plants 
for our grand opening on June 3. This year, we hope to have 
some special children's activities planned during the week. 

The Prices have been going camping on several of their 
weekends off and have enjoyed camping at some of the state 
parks in this area. Mrs. Price, daughter Kelly and my wife, 
Terry, went camping by themselves at Edisto recently. They 
had a good time setting up the camper without any help and 
enjoyed their little vacation. 

In the state parks' on-going training program, I am 
presently taking the wastewater treatment course given by 
Dickie Bouknight at the PRT training center at Sesquicen-
tennial State Park. There are twelve of us taking the course 
and we are all hoping to pass the exam on June 1 and receive 
our certificates. 

That is all the news here at Rivers Bridge. The Prices and 
Coffeys wish all of you in State Parks an enjoyable summer. 

THOMAS J. COFFEY 
Ranger 
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District II 

AIKEN STATE PARK — It looks like we're going to 
have a busy summer at Aiken. The shelters are booked up 
through July on weekends and the picnic areas have been 
receiving heavy use since March. Our camping is up 30% over 
last year. A lot of the credit for the camping increase should 
go to J. R. Altman and crew who moved the water pedestals 
to the back side of each site and rewired the entire 
campground. Several individuals and clubs who had quit 
coming here because of the electric service have already 
returned. The good news spreads, and our camping at
tendance should continue to increase. 

In spite of bad weather, the New Ellington Riding Club 
had over 100 horses and riders to show up for their spring 
ride and campout. The primitive camping area is also 
receiving a good many individuals who want to "camp out in 
the woods" and they are well pleased with the area we have 
for them to use. 

The Yellow Jessamine Garden Club planted another 25 
azaleas at the entrance this spring and are planning to put out 
twice that amount next year. 

I hope everyone has a safe summer. Sooner or later 
September 5th will arrive, and then you can make jokes 
about the summer of '78. 

ED NESBIT 
Superintendent 

Most District II Parks are doing the usual springtime 
maintenance; mowing, painting, and last minute repairs. Park 
crews are always kept busy getting ready for the summer 
crowds. Below are some of the larger projects that have been 
completed. 

Aiken — The construction crew replaced drainpipes in 
three of the four lakes and the retainer wall in the swimming 
lake. They also replaced the campground wiring, which I am 
sure will make many unhappy campers happy again. 

Barnwell had some problems with a leak in the swimming 
lake drainpipe until recently. With help from Mr. Lucas and 
Mr. Work the park crew now has the leak stopped, and are 
awaiting repairs in the fall. 

Little Pee Dee — Superintendent Becht and park crew 
have just completed a new parking area that was laid out by 
former state park planner, Stan Bauer. The young men from 
the correctional institutions did a great job, and I hope we 
continue to receive this help each year. 

HORACE CRAIG 
District II Superintendent 

BARNWELL STATE PARK — This year's Easter 
sunrise service was a lovely affair, with the largest attendance 
that we've ever had. The service was held at the #1 picnic 
shelter because the community building is being renovated 
and was not available. Rev. Alfred Still (Ashleigh Baptist 
Church) and Rev. Homer Miller (Mennonite Church) 
delivered the message. Rev. Miller, who has moved to Belton, 
brought a group of young people from Belton to present 
special music. They had to get up at 4 a.m. to get here by 7 
a.m.! The dogwoods were not in full bloom, but everyone 
seemed to enjoy the fellowship, coffee and donuts. 

Mr. Sam Brock from Allied General brought a group of 
five hundred to the park on Saturday, April 22, and fried 
more than five hundred pounds of fish! Senator Strom 
Thurmond attended the event. 

A couple from Florida camped with us a week or so after 
Easter. They said that they come up every year just to see the 
dogwoods in bloom, but this year they arrived a week late! 

Some of you probably saw demonstrators from the 
Palmetto Alliance protesting development at Allied General. 
Our cabins were full that weekend. Visitors included Brett 
Bursey of Columbia; Dr. Helen Haldicutt, pediatrician for 
children's cancer, from California; Dr. Goffman, Professor of 
Medical Bio-Physics, also from California. He was the man 
who first isolated plutonium. 
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We also had three Japanese and an interpreter, but I did 
not get their names. I probably couldn't have written them 
anyway! Rock singer Jackson Brown, David Linley (his 
assistant) and his little boy stayed with us that weekend. 
Another cabin renter was Mr. Bob Alvarez, Director of the 
Environmental Policy Institute, Washington, D. C. We even 
had one cabin renter that paid his bill with a SI63 check that 
was returned marked "no funds!" 

BEA ROSS 
Superintendent 

CHER AW STATE PARK — Greetings from the heart of 
the Sandhills! We have had a beautiful spring here at 
Cheraw, but it has been rather wet. Several big rains caused 
spots in our park to wash badly. The rain has also caused us 
problems in getting ready for the summer. With the season 
only a couple of weeks away, we still have a lot to do. Just 
when we had a warm, clear spell our water system in the 
group camps "did its thing". Two days before we had a group 
coming into Camp Juniper, a leak in the water pipe drained 
the tank. Anyone who has ever been here knows what that 
means; walking for hours through the swamps and up and 
down the hills checking for the place where our water is being 
wasted. It will be a great day when we get a new water system 
in the group camps. We got water to the mess hall just as the 
people were coming in. 

We are blessed at Cheraw with good campers; people who 
know a good thing and take advantage of it. Mr. and Mrs. 
Blanchard are good examples of this. A few years ago they 
spent the night with us. This past fall when the weather got 
too cold on their sheep ranch in Pennsylvania they 
remembered good old South Carolina. They spent a week 
with us while they gathered information about some other 
South Carolina state parks. When they left they visited 
several of these during the winter months. When the snows 
began to melt up north, we had them for their final week in 
South Carolina. They said that they would return. 

Our Easter sunrise services were a big success this year. 
The weather was warmer then than it is now. 

The Cheraw City Recreation Department sponsored the 
first annual "Sun Fun Run" in April. About forty people 
gathered at the Cheraw State Park bath house for runs of 
'/2 mile, one mile, two miles and five miles. The event was a 
huge success. Running and jogging have become very popular 
around here, but the surface of our road is so bad that it 
makes running difficult. 

We have added Keith Windham, Debbie and Troy to our 
park family and are glad to have them. The McPhersons have 
traveled all over the place this spring, but the next three 
months will slow them down. Robert Sullivan has been busy 
doing what all the birds, bees, and Clemson grads do in the 
spring. Rooster Smith spends most of his time fishing. One of 
these days he is going to catch the big one. He'd better hurry 
though. When that baby comes, fishing will stop for a while. 
Mr. Adair is busy turning over rocks everywhere looking for 
lifeguards. They seem to be scarce this year. Yours truly 
spends most of his spare time in the garden. Those food 
prices are just too high. May God Bless us all with a safe 
summer. 

CECIL PRUETTE 
Ranger 

Summer 1978 

N. R. GOODALE STATE PARK — Since the last Park 
Lites, the weather has warmed and the park attendance is on 
the climb again. Grass is already growing as fast as we can 
mow it. This wet weather has slowed our work down but by 
June 3rd I'm confident the park will be ready for our yearly 
boom season. 

I think 1978 will be the best year ever here at Goodale. 
Every year more people seem to visit our park. Visitors often 
comment that they live in Camden but haven't visited the 
park in years or that they never knew there was a park in the 
Camden area. Every year we try to reach more persons in this 
category. Children's swimming lessons have gone a long way 
in educating the area's residents about our fine facility. 

Here at Goodale we are excited about the work we have 
done at the park. We are looking forward to seeing how the 
public accepts these changes, especially the new parking 
areas. I'm sure there will be a lot of complaints at first. It 
seems the park visitor doesn't like to walk — even short 
distances. However, I'm sure the majority of the visitors will 
like the changes, and I know the changes are a vast 
improvement in the park's appearance. 

In closing I want to wish everyone a safe and prosperous 
Summer season. 

ROBERT FOWLER 
Superintendent 

LEE STATE PARK — Here at Lee we are having a big 
turnout of park visitors as we get ready for the summer 
activity. We are busy painting and all the other one hundred 
and one things that have to be done before opening up. 

Recently we had a great Horse Show, put on by the local 
4-H horse club. We are having a great number of horse clubs 
around the area come out to ride the trails and most of the 
time to camp for the weekend with us. 

We are very proud of the compliments and the 
acknowledgment our park is getting lately from in state and 
out-of-state visitors. 

We have a higher rate of camping clubs, rental of shelters 
and community building rentals this year than last year at 
this time, and are looking forward to a very prosperous 
summer. 

A few changes have been made around the bath house and 
swimming area since last summer, and I think the visitors to 
our park will find it a pleasant surprise. 

1 hope all of you have a safe and prosperous summer. 

BILL ALEWINE 
Superintendent 

LITTLE PEE DEE STATE PARK — If use this spring is 
any indication of things to come, we are in for another busy 
season. People are coming out in increasing numbers despite 
a few attempts by Mother Nature to discourage them. 

Easter weekend brought a smaller than expected but 
hardy crowd to the park as most who came cheerfully 
endured the bad weather. Heavy rains on Easter morning failed 
to detract much from attendance at sunrise services and even 
golf-ball size hail that afternoon only temporarily dis
couraged picnickers and Easter egg hunters. 
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HICKORY KNOB MINI-SUMMIT 
HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL 

TWENTY-EIGHT PROGRAMS . . . THREE HUNDRED PEOPLE . . . 

1. State Park Naturalist John Reid Clonts leads a walk on the park nature trail to identify 
wildflowers; 2. Phil Hite, staff member of the S. C. Baptist Convention, instructs a backpacking 
session; 3. Dr. Peter Werner (extreme right) teaches the fine art of canoeing. Dr. Werner is a 
member of (JSC's College of Health and Physical Education where he teaches outdoor 
recreational activities; 4. Clemson RPA students, shown here leading a campfire sing-along, 
conducted all children's programs at the Mini-Summit; 5. Making corn husk dolls is an old art 
form that provided souvenirs of the Mini-Summit; 6. These "students" at the Wildlife painting 
session are busily engaged in painting a Carolina wren, the state bird, on an old piece of wood; 
7. Basic information about the rocks and minerals of the Piedmont region was presented by 
Rudy Mancke, the Curator of Natural History for the S. C. Museum Commission; 8. This 
foursome tripping the light fantastic during the square dance included state park staffers Dan 
Turpin and Charles Harrison, and Rachel "Bunnie" Haynie of PRT's Tourism Division; 9. A 
block of wood gradually takes the shape of a duck during the woodcarving session. 

1 
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The greatest increase noticed so far is in the number of 
campers we've had. More people seem to be seeking an 
alternative to heavily crowded camping areas and busy 
surroundings and are pleased with the quiet and relative 
seclusion they find here. 

In April, vandals broke into the concession stand and 
made off with a small amount of merchandise. This is a 
problem we've managed to avoid until now, so I hope this 
isn't an indication of things to come. 

Most of our A-2 help from last year are returning so this 
experienced help should be an aid to managing the safe, 
smooth operation we are hoping for this summer. 

KURT BECHT 
Superintendent 

LYNCHES RIVER STATE PARK — Spring has sprung 
and summer is on its way here at Lynches River. We hope 
everyone had a nice spring with everything green and 
bursting with blossoms like our local landscape! 

Between showers of rain, which we thought would never 
end, and a few severe weather warnings, crowds have been 
swarming to the park for everything from bird watching to 
just enjoying a lazy hike down the nature trails and playing 
Softball, volleyball, and baseball. 

Junior-Senior proms and family reunions have been going 
full speed ahead, keeping the community building filled and 
our staff of two (2) very busy. Some of the other groups 
renting the building have been the local SCSEA chapter, the 
Rotary Club of Lake City, Clemson University Extension, 
and McLeod Hospital hosting a dinner for about 800 people. 

A visit by Robert E. Johnson, our community building 
designer, was a pleasant surprise. He and his wife enjoyed 
their first visit since the building and landscape was 
completed. 

The old, old question of "Where is the pool and the 
campgrounds?" are once again making the rounds. It would 
be nice to give a brand new answer with directions to the 
pool! 

1 had a couple of successful turkey hunting trips this 
spring and several that weren't so successful. I ended up the 
season with two nice gobblers and a lot of wet clothes. Better 
luck next season, "I hope!!" 

We are looking forward to sharing a venison barbecue 
with our friends and new neighbors. The fun and fellowship 
of a cookout with 'Chef Vissage' is something else! 

We really appreciate our new Superintendent, Wayne 
Smith and his family and we are enjoying working together 
and sharing the everyday problems and everyday fun. (Might 
even share one of those wild turkeys at Thanksgiving.) 

If your taste is more for fish, drop by and the redbreast 
will soon be jumping into your frying pan. 

Stop by if it's just to say hello! From all of us at Lynches 
River to all of you, have a happy and safe summer! 

RODGER D. VISSAGE 
Ranger 

POINSETT STATE PARK - Greetings from Poinsett! 
After having been here about four months I believe I am 
finally beginning to learn my way around. I have spent about 
as much time off the park going to Law Enforcement 
Academy and Waste Water schools, as I have spent on the 
park. Only a couple of more weeks left in Waste Water 
school and hopefully I will be through for a while. 

I would like to thank the staff here at Poinsett for keeping 
things running smoothly while I was away, and, for making 
the transition from Aiken to Poinsett a smooth one. 

It is difficult to pull up stakes at a park after five years. 
You don't realize how much you miss a park until after you 
leave. My family and I miss Aiken and all the nice people 
that we met while there, but I am sure that things will 
continue to run smoothly at Aiken. 

The crowds here at Poinsett have been quite large on the 
weekends and the weekdays find the parking lots full of 
school buses. The cabins have been booked solid for the 
month of May. 

A little public relations was mainly responsible for the 
cabins being booked solid. While fishing one afternoon at 
Santee I started talking with a couple of men from Charlotte, 
N. C. and found out that they had been traveling past the 
park for 15 years on their way to fish at Santee. I told them 
about our cabins and rates and they seemed well pleased. To 
make a long story short, they went back to North Carolina 
and told their fishing buddies. To date they have reserved 
about six weeks in the cabins. Maybe I need to do more 
fishing! 

It has finally happened. We now have a full crew here for 
the first time since back in February when Keith Windham 
was transferred to Cheraw. We would like to welcome Steve 
Parker and his wife Carolyn who came here by way of 
Santee. Steve pulled night duty at Santee for about five 
months so he never really had a chance to see what park life 
was like on the weekends. Maybe we can break it to him 
gently that night duty and day time duty are two entirely 
different things! 

Must go now. Got to do some studying for Waste Water 
school. 

Drop by if any of you are ever in the neighborhood. 

MARSHALL WEST 
Superintendent 

REDCLIFFE STATE PARK — The time has come to 
confront you with another park report! Things have been 
slow at Redcliffe since we are closed. But don't worry, the 
grass here is keeping us moving fast. Lately we have had a 
great deal of rain, which enabled us to work a little on the big 
house. During this time, we have been painting and reglazing 
the windows in the big house, and it is a slow job. The busy 
season is upon the state park system now, so good luck to 
everyone until next time. 

GENE COBB 
Superintendent 
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SANTEE STATE PARK — The National Campers and 
Hikers Association held their annual convention here at 
Santee State Park on April 18th, 19th, and 20th. Everything 
went smoothly until Saturday morning, April 19th at around 
10:30. Mike Spivey, Ranger II at Santee and Johnny Lane, 
Ranger I at Little Pee Dee were hauling water on the dump 
truck to wet down the dirt road leading into the 100-site 
camping area. While they were backed down the boat ramp 
filling the water tank, the truck jumped out of gear and rolled 
into the lake. Mike Spivey was on top of the truck and rode 
it down until it was completely submerged. This was the same 
truck that we so proudly bragged about in last month's issue 
of Park Lites. After arranging wrecker service from two 
stations, we finally managed to retrieve the truck and had it 
hauled to the shop for dismantling. Fortunately, the truck is 
now operating smoothly again. Anyone caring to have their 
truck washed free of charge should call Spivey and Lane's 
Instant Auto-Truck Wash at Santee. 

I would like to take this opportunity to commend the 
maids at Santee State Park for the many long and hard hours 
they have had to put in during the past two months to take 
care of the large groups that have stayed with us. We have 
received numerous compliments on the cleanliness of the 
cottages and Village Round. 

Our sympathies are extended to the family of Margaret 
Harberson, who had a stroke on April 22 and passed away 
three days later. Margaret had been our desk clerk before she 
transferred to the Santee Welcome Center. 

Visitation is on the upswing and the fish are biting, so it 
looks as if our summer season is off to a good start! 

TED BARBIE 
Superintendent 

The entrance roads to many state parks winds past scenic 
areas, such as this picturesque swamp near Santee State 
Park. 

Youngsters attending the spring NCHA Campout at 
Santee State Park enjoy a friendly game of volleyball. 

WOODS BAY STATE PARK — As I was writing this 
article for the next issue of Park Lites, all I could see was a 
lot of rain and water. It doesn't seem as if it will ever stop, 
but the more it comes down, the higher the grass grows! I am 
sure the rest of the state is the same way. The rain seems to 
cooperate by staying away on Saturdays and Sundays, 
though. 

The rain hasn't slowed down the attendance at Woods 
Bay. So far our attendance is just about double from that of 
last year. I am getting a lot of inquiries about the use of the 
park. Many ask when will we get canoes so they can go out 
into the bay. I do get a few people who bring their own 
canoes and I go out with them to show them around. People 
like the bay very much and ask when are we going to extend 
the trails to other parts of the bay. 

The boardwalk and ampitheaters are getting a lot of use 
and bringing a lot of comments. People ask the usual 
questions about the boardwalk; "How much farther will it go 
out into the bay?"; "Can snakes or alligators get on the 
boardwalk?" A lot of people who have seen the amphitheaters 
are planning to use them in the future. 

The second annual Woods Bay Weekend was a success 
this year. There were lots of nature walks and bird walks and 
everyone that went on the canoe trail thought they were well 
planned. We are already making plans for next year's Woods 
Bay Weekend. 

I am adding a basketball court and baseball field this 
spring and expect a lot of use from them. 

The soft drink and cracker machines are just what the 
doctor ordered. Now when people finish a walk on the nature 
trail they can quench their thirst with something other than 
water. 

Well, the rain has stopped, so I had better break out the 
lawn mower. Take it easy and drop by Woods Bay to see us. 

ROY ATKINSON 
Superintendent 
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Oconee — Superintendent Bob Cothran has a new park 
office which has been constructed in an area in the old 
recreation building at Oconee. Visitors will also find a new 
Museum at the park which is also in one end of the old 
recreation building. Superintendent Cothran and his staff 
have completed all of their winter work projects, as well as 
upgrading of wells and storage facilities and rewiring of the 
park shop as per OSHA requirements. 

The completion of winter work projects and general 
upgrading of other facilities at Sadlers Creek, Keowee-
Toxaway, Pleasant Ridge and Rose Hill has been realized 
and everyone is now busy preparing for the upcoming 
summer season. 

R. G. JONES 
District III Superintendent 

District III 
Croft — After being under construction for more than a 

year, the new Olympic type swimming pool and bathhouse 
facility is now two weeks away from final completion. We 
are, likewise, only two weeks away from our official season 
opening date — the project is going right down to the wire. 
The park staff at Croft have about completed their work 
prior to opening the new complex and it is up to the 
contractor to come through if we are to meet the deadline. 
Twenty seasonal employees have already been interviewed, 
signed up and are ready to report to work — I hope 
there is water in the pool, that all the pumps and filter 
systems are working come June 3rd. Arrangements are also 
nearing completion for opening the grill and concession area 
which is part of the new facility. The modern bathhouse is 
perhaps the most elaborate facility of this type in the park 
system. Croft also has five new pedalboats this season as well 
as a newly renovated boatdock to accommodate twenty-six 
fishing boats and the many fishermen who use this facility. 
Upgrading of all wells and water storage facilities has long 
been completed, and electrical wiring has been upgraded to 
meet OSHA requirements. 

Paris Mountain — Renovation of the Buckhorn Group 
Camp, which has been going on for two years, is now 
completed. Congratulations to Superintendent Eddie Miller 
and his Rangers for the excellent job they have done at 
Buckhorn and our sincere appreciation to the maintenance 
section for their help in completing this work. Completion of 
practically all of the many "Winter Work Projects" has been 
accomplished along with upgrading of the electrical wiring at 
the park shop. 

Table Rock — Renovation of the "fishrearing pools" at 
Table Rock has recently been completed and in cooperation 
with the South Carolina Wildlife and Marine Resources 
Department we hope to have the pools stocked with rainbow, 
brook and brown trout within the next couple of weeks. (This 
was done on May 30. Ed.) We believe park visitors will enjoy 
being able to visit the pools and see trout swimming in the 
clear cool water now flowing through all of the twelve pools, 
which in themselves are a work of art. This system of pools 
was originally constructed by the Civilian Conservation 
Corps back in the thirties, but has been out of operation for 
the past thirty years. 

CROFT STATE PARK — Greetings from Croft State 
Park, home of the best fishing lake in South Carolina! If it 
doesn't stop raining I'll soon be able to say the largest, best 
lake in South Carolina! The unusual weather has really hurt 
fishing this spring but those who have tried have netted some. 
We're grateful for the new pedal boats sent to us this season 
and already many park visitors have also expressed their 
gratitude. 

We welcome to Croft, Dan Pascoe, who was promoted 
and transferred from Edisto. We hope that Dan will continue 
to show enthusiasm as he has in the short time here. This I'm 
sure was a big factor in his promotion and will be very 
rewarding for him in the future. 

Park officials, local officials and Spartanburg area resi
dents attended the dedication of the new swimming pool at 
Croft State Park in early June. The pool is proving to be a 
very popular addition to the park. 
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Croft Superintendent Ray Hayes takes a stroll in the deep 
end (13'/2') of the new park swimming pool. Hayes held his 
breath and walked to the shallow end of the pool after this 
photo was taken. 

KEOWEE-TOXAWAY STATE PARK — Things here at 
Keowee have started to pick up. The beautiful weather we 
have been having has brought out visitors from all parts of 
the state and from many of our surrounding states, especially 
North Carolina. Many of the Tarheels are coming to our 
state to fish and ski in Lake Keowee. One Saturday I counted 
fifty boats pass between 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 a.m. Forty-nine 
were from North Carolina and one was from South Carolina. 

The majority of these out-of-state visitors are looking for 
a place to camp and there simply is no place for them. 
Hopefully, we'll be able to give these out-of-state visitors as 
well as the hundreds of our in-state campers a place near 
Lake Keowee and Lake Jocassee in the near future. 

Our cabin is a big success. We have all weekends booked 
until December as well as the summer weeks. We also have 
about thirty names on a waiting list for vacancies this sum
mer or fall. We could probably keep at least two more 
cabins rented. 

This past weekend was sure a good one for the fishermen. 
I saw at least five three to four pound bass caught off the 
bank at the cabin. 

If you're up our way, stop by and try your luck. 

JOHN RHODES 
Superintendent 

As you read this report we should be well into the 
summer season, and for us here at Croft, a really different 
type of operation. Hamburgers, hot dogs, popcorn; no, we 
haven't turned the park into a circus! Just another concession 
along with the biggest swimming pool you ever want to see! 
You've got to come see it to appreciate it as we do here for 
the Upper Piedmont. Thanks to Danny Turpin and Charles 
Harrison for the nice playground equipment. Many young 
and old visitors will enjoy this for years to come. 

The Sky Knights Club has really helped the appearance of 
the airstrip. Members met recently at the field with tools and 
grass seed in the early spring, and their efforts have really 
paid off. We in the park business appreciate this kind of 
interest shown. It's a pleasure to work with people who do 
more than just use your park. 

On May 31st our son, Stanley, graduated with honors, 
from the South Carolina School for the Deaf in Spartanburg. 
Of course we're proud as can be of Stanley because his class 
ranking is No. 1 and he has passed the entrance exam for 
Gallaudet College for the Deaf in Washington, D. C. Stanley 
designed the cover for this year's annual for the school and 
drew the illustrations throughout the yearbook. He has also 
served as senior class vice-president. So many of our park 
families have expressed good wishes for Stanley and we are 
grateful for your continued prayers and concern. We 
congratulate all the 1978 graduates and wish them happiness 
and success as they enter another exciting phase of life. 

We hope that all parks have a safe and good season. 

RAY HAYES 
Superintendent 

The rental cabin at Keowee-Toxaway is receiving con
stant use. It has three bedrooms and two fireplaces, and 
sleeps a maximum of ten people. The cabin, formerly used as 
a Training Center, is located on the shore of Lake Keowee. 
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OCONEE STATE PARK — The Mountain Laurel 
(mountain ivy) is in full bloom (written May 17, Ed.) The 
park road leading to cabins 1-6 is lined with laurel and it is 
very beautiful this time of year. All of the summer season 
help has been hired and it is my hope that we will pass 
through another summer without a major accident. 

We are fortunate that we will begin another summer with 
our regular permanent personnel; Jim Bynum, Louie Ridley, 
Cecil Honea and Earl Blakely. Without the help and 
experience of these men, the summer months would be very 
hectic. We are also fortunate to have most of last year's 
summer staff back again. 

A new feature this summer at Oconee will be the antique 
museum displaying old farm equipment and household items. 
People are already enjoying the antiques, especially on the 
weekends. 

BOB COTHRAN 
Superintendent 

PLEASANT RIDGE STATE PARK — We are still 
plugging along, and have been since early fall, cleaning cabins 
and cutting fire wood. We are grateful to District 
Superintendent Bob Jones for all his help with our various 
work projects. 

On April 9th we had the Shriners Benefit Enduro 
with more than 300 riders. Everything went along well, 
there was no disorder that I know of and everybody was 
very cooperative. 

Our cabins have been used regularly on weekends, and we 
are having a few campers and picnickers. 

Now we are busy trying to get ready for the summer 
season which we hope will be another good and safe one. 

We want to thank Governor Edwards, Mr. Sisk and all 
who helped make it possible for us to use prison help from 
the Travelers Rest Correctional Center during "Clean-up 
Week" in April. Although we lost two days due to rain, we 
did get a few things done that needed to be done. 

The welcome mat is always out! Stop by if you are in our 
area. 

HOMER STANTON, JR. 
Ranger 

PARIS MOUNTAIN STATE PARK — Spring has 
come and also gone, and the quiet days are gone too because 
summer has arrived. 

Congratulations are in order to Ranger Donald Fergerson 
and his new bride. They were married on May 20 at the First 
Baptist Church in Pickens. 

On May 6, a wedding was held at the amphitheatre. There 
are a few more weddings to take place in the next few 
summer months. 

There have been several baptismal services held in the 
park swimming lake and for a few of them they had to break 
the ice! 

Things really got hot on the mountain when two girls 
decided to miss school and come to the park. Their car 
caught fire while they were at the top of the mountain. We 
had to call the fire department for their help in controlling 
the fire. We were lucky that the fire was brought under 
control, because it could have caused considerable damage to 
the park. 

Dogwoods, mountain laurel, wild azalea and many other 
beautiful flowers will greet the visitors as they walk and ride 
through the park. 

All of the summer personnel have been hired and are 
ready to go. All of the boats have been serviced back into 
good shape and are awaiting the busy months ahead. 

We at Paris Mountain hope all of you have a safe and 
prosperous summer. If you're ever up this way, stop in and 
visit awhile. 

JAMES CREECH 
Ranger 

ROSE HILL STATE PARK — The redbud and dog
wood blooms have come and gone, and once again it's time 
to start cutting grass, and getting ready for the school groups. 

My Ranger, Eddie Glance has finally got his head out of 
the gutter now that turkey season is over! He was first 
runner-up in the South Carolina State Turkey calling contest 
that was held in Edgefield, March 25th. He also killed three 
nice gobblers this past season, ranging in size from 16(4 to 18 
pounds. Alfred, my son, whom Eddie got interested in turkey 
hunting, also bagged a nice gobbler. 

Eddie also enjoyed the Police Academy and getting to 
know some of the other park people he had not met. Above 
all, he enjoyed being able to out-shoot Ralph Rabon on the 
firing range! 

Butch, our son that is in the Submarine Service, was at 
home for the weekend of May 3rd. He is based at the nuclear 
sub station in New London, Conn. It's always great to have 
him home, and we are looking forward to his next leave. 

We finally got the mobile home moved from under the 
large trees. Eddie said he sleeps better at night now, especially 
during a wind storm! 

There was an article and photographs of Rose Hill State 
Park in the May issue of Southern Living magazine. 

FRED H. BELK 
Superintendent 
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SADLERS CREEK STATE PARK — I hope this finds 
everyone doing well. We here at Sadlers Creek are busy 
preparing for the upcoming season, which is practically upon 
us. 

Since last issue we have had an addition to our park 
family. Ranger Andy Shore was married on April 22 to 
Elaine Cox of Anderson. She is employed as a registered 
nurse at Anderson Memorial Hospital and we welcome 
Elaine to Sadlers Creek. 

Camping at Sadlers Creek so far this year has been fairly 
slow, with all the bad weather that we have had. Another 
contributing factor to our slow camping usage this year is the 
condition of the main highway to the park, which is under 
construction and is nearly impassable at times. We are 
expecting a good turnout on the weekend of May 19, 20, and 
21 as Sadlers Creek is host to the District NCHA campout. 
We are expecting approximately 100-120 units for the 
campout in addition to our individual campers that weekend. 

The Anderson County Association for Retarded Citizens 
is planning to have a summer camp at Sadlers Creek again 
this year, which lasts for six weeks and starts the second week 
in June. Also having a summer camp at Sadlers Creek in July 
is the Anderson-Oconee-Pickens Mental Health Center. 
These camps should definitely help our concession and 
swimming business this summer. 

Facilities at Sadlers Creek remain about the same as last 
year, with the exception of a nature trail which was 
completed during the winter. 

We wish everyone a busy and successful summer season. 

FRANK BAUGHMAN 
Superintendent 

TABLE ROCK STATE PARK — Things are beginning 
to get a bit hectic around Table Rock as summer approaches. 
We still have a few cabin vacancies for the summer months, 
but we hope to fill them before long. 

State Park Naturalist John Reid Clonts led a wildflower 
walk in April for twenty Tri-County TEC students in the 
Continuing Education Division. In addition, one of the 
regular Highlands Wildflower Walks was conducted on April 
23 by Dr. C. Leland Rodgers from Furman University. 
Twenty-five persons, including two from Atlanta, Georgia 
enjoyed the walk and learned some interesting facts about the 
many wildflowers blooming in the park. 

The first Arts and Crafts Festival was held May 6-7 at 
Table Rock, and the many visitors enjoyed the different 
displays and demonstrations at the beach area. Quilters, 
blacksmiths, basketweavers, and artists working with the usual 
paints and the not-so-usual stained glass performed and 
exhibited to the delight of the park visitors. Dan Turpin did 
an excellent job organizing the festival and already we are 
looking forward to one next year. 

We at Table Rock hope that everyone has a safe and 
prosperous summer. 

MIKE HENDRIX 
Superintendent 

Table Rock Superintendent Mike Hendrix holds a brown 
trout from one of the fish rearing pools. 

The fish rearing pools at Table Rock, which were recently 
stocked by the State Wildlife and Marine Resources 
Department. 
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This massive live oak (Quercus virginiana) dwarfs Hampton Plantation, and is several 
hundred years old. The Hamptons thought that it was an eyesore, and questioned George 
Washington during a visit about it. It was reported that he requested that it be spared (thus 
atoning for his earlier cutting of the cherry tree! Ed.). 

What's A Tree Done For You Lately? 
Most of the fruit we eat grows on trees . . . 
Some musical instruments are made from trees . . . 
Shoe polish is made from tree saps and resins . . . 
Maple trees give us maple syrup . . . 
Birds and squirrels make their homes in trees . . . 
Wooden houses are made from trees . . . 
Trees supply the materials for many paints and 

varnishes . . . 
Trees provide us with firewood to keep our homes 

cozy . . . 
Pencils, paper and books come from trees . . . 
Trees supply much of the oxygen we breathe . . . 
Trees help prevent soil erosion . . . 
This newsletter was made from a tree . . . 

(This material provided by Smokey the Bear and all of his 
friends at the Forest Service, U. S. Department of Agri
culture . . . Ed.) 

Page 22 Park Lites 



District IV 

Now that summer is here, we are rewarded for all of our 
work with the sounds of people enjoying themselves. With 
state parks serving more people each year, have you ever 
wondered how they found out about them? 

Perhaps one of the most important sections of our 
division is overlooked by many field personnel. You may not 
have had direct contact with them or you may have and felt it 
increased your work load. The results of their efforts have 
been directly related to increased revenue and attendance. 
Their attitude and enthusiasm is always high, flowing over to 
those they serve. Figured it out yet? Well, it is the programs 
section. 

They put in long hours, days, weeks, and months work
ing on recreational programs for park visitors. From their 
wildflower walks, bird counts, and backpacking treks, they 
have made people aware of the value of the natural areas of 
our state. Seminars have stirred the interest of fishermen, 
hunters, and playground enthusiasts. Clogging and square 
dancing programs have put more shuffling feet on the floor. 
Mini-summits have acquainted people with sailing, canoeing, 
archery, natural foods, etc. Their research and labor have 
provided historical exhibits for visitors. Visits to schools, 
garden clubs, and other groups have exposed what we have 
to offer. Well, this could go on forever, but I think you get 
the message. For the programs sections; hip-hip hoorah, hip-
hip hoorah, hip-hip hoorah! 

C. F. PARK.MAN 
District IV Superintendent 

"April showers bring May flowers," the old saying goes. 
However, this year the showers are running a month late and 
if we are lucky we hope to have flowers by June. The rain 
also has prevented the lake from clearing, therefore fishing 
has been below normal. However, we hear unconfirmed 
reports, from other park personnel that they are already 
catching "lap size" bream! 

The weather has not dampened the spirits of the children 
who visit the park on week-day field trips from our area 
schools. Their inquisitive young minds are fulfilled dur
ing tours of the museum where Curator Sue Griffin 
explains how various antique household items were used in 
the 1750-1850 era. Members of the Retired Educators of 
Lancaster County donate their time, serving as hostesses, to 
take groups through the one-room log school house built in 
1976. 

Even without cooperative weekend weather, shelter 
rentals and camping revenues are exceeding last year's totals. 
Indications are that state parks will have another fine season. 
That means, in short, it is time to lay your ears back and keep 
on humping! May we all have a safe and successful summer. 

STEVE BUCHANAN 
Ranger 

BAKER CREEK STATE PARK — Spring-Winter-
Summer-Fall. That is more of a question than a statement 
around Baker Creek. "Old Man Winter" has decided to visit 
us again. With the cold weather and the heavy rains park 
visitations have dropped some compared to last year. 

Since our last article in Park Lites the Easter season has 
seen quite a few visitors here. We are sorry to report that 
during the Easter holidays we had a death due to a heart 
attack by one of the campers. 

ANDREW JACKSON STATE PARK — The spring 
greenery and an occasional dandelion in the front lawn of the 
museum were the setting, as we were hosts to the 
wedding of Gail Moseley and Randal Phillips on May 12. 
That was the first of several weddings planned on our park 
during this "mating season." 

Andrew Jackson State Park has also become the hatching 
place for four Canadian goslings and a growing number of 
bluebirds. Fowl and mammal alike find the longing for 
romance irresistible in the spring time. Campers at Baker Creek try their hand at horseshoes. 
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Where are the fish? 
The South Carolina Bass Association held their banquet 

here at the park and even though there was plenty of food at 
the banquet, there were no fish to be found in the lake. 
According to several members, everyone had a good time. 

With blisters on our hands from using the old famous 
park tool (sling blade) we are patiently awaiting the 
oncoming summer season. Opening day brings us the annual 
picnic of the Flexible Tubing Division Plant from Abbeville, 
S. C. (approximately 900 persons). We are looking forward 
to working with the fine people of Flexible Tubing again this 
year and also the wonderful barbecue they always cook. 

Since our last issue we are sorry to say goodbye to Robert 
Willis, our Ranger I who resigned. We wish you much 
success in your future endeavors. 

Well it's time to leave the'keys of the typewriter and grab 
the keys to the tractor and recut the never-ending blades of 
grass — again and again and again. 

Much success with this summer season to all park 
personnel. 

DW1GHT A. SMITH 
Ranger II 

CHESTER STATE PARK — "Rain, rain, go away! So 
the grass won't grow today!" That's the tune we have been 
singing at Chester State Park as the battle of the lawn 
mowers begins and will not cease until Jack Frost comes. 

Also, with the onset of spring, park usage shifts into high 
gear. Shelter and recreation building reservations are booked 
solid until the fall. Many schools are having class picnics out 
here. Camping is on the increase too. 

In April, the Bermuda High Soaring meet was held at the 
Chester airport. Glider-plane enthusiasts from as far away as 
Canada, New York, Pennsylvania, and Virginia camped at 
the park. 

The archery range is used almost daily by local 
bowhunters wanting to improve their skills. A tournament 
was held April 16 with 138 participants, and another shoot 
on May 14. 

The Chester 4-H Club held a horse show in the arena on 
April 23 and another show is set for June 4. On April 26, an 
environmental education workshop based on a teaching 
process developed by the U. S. Forest Service was conducted 
in our recreation building. Garden clubs from Lancaster, 
Chester and Fairfield counties were present. 

It looks like we have a busy summer ahead. Several 
camping clubs are scheduled to hold camp-outs here. The 
recreation department of the City of Chester held a Spring 
Festival at the park on June 3. The entire park was used for 
games, contests, arts and crafts exhibits, kid's dog show, a 
square dance demonstration and much more. It may become 
an annual event. 

We have some new faces here at Chester, Ranger Robert 
Corley and his wife Cathy. Robert hails from Lexington and 
replaces Joe LaFerte who was promoted to PMA at Hunting 
Island. Welcome, Robert and Cathy! 

We also have another new face here at the park who has 
created quite a stir and has become a local celebrity. He 
defies park rules and has district superintendent Freddie 
Parkman pulling his hair out. His name is Max and he will 
steal your heart. 

The following are excerpts from the story about Max 
which appeared in the May 3rd edition of the Chester News 
and Reporter. Permission has been granted by the writer, 
Andy Thompson. 

"Whenever the superintendent and ranger at Chester State 
Park begin their daily rounds, Max is always in the back of 
the blue and white pick-up truck waiting for a meal of 
chicken bones. 

Actually, Max isn't a ranger or a member of the work 
crew but an adult German Shepherd with a close resemblance 
to Rin Tin Tin, but with a disposition similar to Lassie's. 

Three months ago Max wandered into the park, and 
decided to make it and the park's pick-up truck his home. 
Max sticks so close to the truck that Superintendent J. W. 
Timms calls it a "doggie bowl on wheels". Max often sleeps 
in the truck or under it. 

Timms' two children, Brian and Patrick, named the dog 
Max after the bionic dog on television. Max isn't bionic but 
he can easily jump the six-foot-high fence around his pen, 
and knocked out a wooden panel on the door to his pen. 

Max has been given away to new owners on two 
occasions, but returned on each occasion to the park and his 
favorite pick-up truck. The first time Max was given away he 
traveled 10 miles in 3/i hours to get back to the park. The 
second time, he was given to a lady uptown. However, by 5 
P.M. he was back again standing by his favorite pick-up 
truck. 

At least for now, Max has a home at Chester State Park." 

Chester Ranger Robert W. Corley with "Max.' 
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When this article along with Max's picture appeared in 
the local paper, we had a flood of telephone calls. Some 
people wanted to give Max a home, while others begged us 
to keep him. One lady offered to buy Max a collar, dog food, 
and pay any vet bills if we would just let Max remain at the 
park since he loved it so much and he was born free. 

WAYNE T1MMS 
Superintendent 

DREHER ISLAND STATE PARK — At the present 
time, construction of water and wastewater systems are well 
under way. The contractors for SCE&G are due to move 
onto the park within the next three weeks to install 
underground power service. Epting/Ballenger Corp. is also to 
move back on the park in the near future, to complete 
grading and paving of roads and parking areas that were 
started some four years ago. 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome Hobie 
Buffington to Dreher Island as a Ranger. As we do not have 
living facilities for him on the park, Hobie is commuting 
from his home in Columbia daily. He is to be commended for 
this amount of interest in the park. I am sure he will be an 
asset to Dreher Island and the park system. 

R. F. PARRISH 
Superintendent 

GREENWOOD STATE PARK — Spring has been very 
busy at Greenwood. As always, Easter was the start of 
another season. Easter could come in January and people 
would still start back camping. The unusually warm weather 
in April helped us to get off to a good start for what we hope 
will be a record year. 

We would like to welcome Ranger Gary Cranford, his 
wife, Marty, and their children Shellie and Vince, to the park 
family here at Greenwood. Gary recently accepted the Ranger 
I position vacated by Bruce Cannon who left the park system 
to go to work with the Greenwood city police department. 

Things are finally back to normal at our house, now that 
my wife, Debe, has completed her first year at Lander 
College. She says it's hard being wife, mother, student, and 
park telephone answering service all at the same time. (She 
came through it all right though, having a 3.75 GPR first 
semester and a 4.0 GPR second. She's the brains of the 
outfit)! 

We are beginning to slow down our work program and 
concentrate primarily on getting all the park facilities opened 
and ready for the onslaught heading our way. As always the 
excitement of first opening is still with us and hopefully it will 
help endure the problems encountered throughout the season. 

Best wishes to all for a safe and successful season with 
much happiness and a minimum of problems. 

JOE L. HAMBRIGHT, JR. 
Superintendent 

Three youthful winners at the Hickory Knob Lung Run, 
which was sponsored by the S. C. Lung Association. Flanking 
the young men are Repr. Jennings McAbee and U. S. Senate 
candidate Charles "Pug" Ravenel, who presented the awards. 
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HAMILTON BRANCH STATE PARK — Lots of rain 
and sunshine have helped newly sown grass seed begin to 
germinate and grow. A pulpwood contractor has been 
trimming scrub pines around campsites and bathhouses. 
Inclement weather has hampered camping and fishing 
activities but when the weather permits, the crowds have 
turned out. 

Law enforcement problems at nearby facilities on Clark 
Hill lake have overflowed to Hamilton Branch. Cooperation 
of the local sheriffs and highway patrols in Georgia and 
South Carolina has brought results and it is hoped the 
problem will be nipped in the bud. 

We are looking forward to another busy and hectic 
summer season and invite everyone to stop by. 

CHRIS HANSON 
Ranger 

HICKORY KNOB STATE RESORT PARK — The 
summer season came early for us here at Hickory Knob. 
March and April were both better than any previous March 
and April in both revenue and attendance. On several 
weekends we have had to turn away many people because of 
total bookings. The summer looks like it will be more of the 
same. We have just finished hosting a weekend of steady 
square dancing. Doug Jernigan and a group of several 
hundred "hard core" square dancers kept the Knob literally 
bouncing. This group comes to Hickory Knob each spring 
and fall bringing folks from North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Georgia, and Florida. If you are into western square dancing, 
you owe it to yourself to attend one of these events. 

We also had another odd event for a state park this 
weekend. Harold Boozer, sometimes called the Carolina 
Cowboy, is the leasee of the stables here. He is a big name in 
the rodeo circuit in the southeast. Harold put on a bull riding 
seminar for those hoping to learn the fine art of bull riding. 
Young cow people (my wife is a feminist!) came from several 
states to attend the school. Now all of this may not sound 
odd until you consider the bull used for the school. This fine 
animal was 2,000 lbs. of the roughest, meanest machine you 
ever saw. Yes, I said a machine, complete with variable 
speeds to fit the needs of beginners as well as to test the skill 
of the pros. 
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More than 600 entrants competed in the 5,000 and 10,000 
meter races at the Hickory Knob Lung Run. Men, women and 
youngsters competed in numerous categories, such as this spry 
"youngster," Harry C. "Pete" Dunagan. Mr. Dunagan, Unit 
Coordinator of the Willow Lane School in Columbia com
pletes the 10,000-meter run and receives his ranking from the 
scorer. 

Maintenance Supervisor Ray Getsinger sure is looking 
older since he became a grandfather to a bouncing baby girl 
on May 14. 

All this just goes to prove that you never know what to 
expect here. In closing, let me offer each of you fellows that 
owes your family a little time away from the park routine, a 
place to get away from it all. Here's hoping that each of you 
has a happy safe summer. 

TED WILLIAMS 
Superintendent 

KINGS MOUNTAIN STATE PARK — We at the park 
were hoping that winter was over, but temperatures are still 
way below normal for this time of year. 

It's almost June and everyone is still wearing their winter 
jackets. Even with all the bad weather our weekend 
attendance in camping, daily picnicking and family reunions 
is still picking up. 

All school groups are taking advantage of our invitation 
to come and visit our Living History Farm. The children 
seem very interested in the way our forefathers lived. They 
say our living environment has really changed from the year 
1776 to our present living standards of 1978. 

I have scheduled Canaan Gospel Singers Quartet at our 
family recreation building every Friday night beginning at 7 
P.M. throughout the summer months. All campers and the 
general public are invited to come and sing along. 

Even one of the local park employees got in the act! Lodge 
Manager Mike Davidson, who placed eleventh in the 5,000-
meter run, is shown relaxing at the conclusion of the race with 
a friend, Miss Tricia Kay of Easley. 

Kings Mountain Assistant Superintendent Lew Cato 
pauses at the Living Farm to pet the new baby goat. 
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The food trough gets a bit crowded at the Kings Mountain 
Living Farm when two sheep try to "eat from the same plate!" 

Another big event and crowd pleaser has been scheduled 
for everyone on July 29 at the lower parking lot near the 
Lake Crawford bathhouse. We will have the first annual 
Queen City Rodder Display of pre-1948 cars. Show time 
is from 2 P.M. to 5 P.M. Old car lovers are invited to come 
see the fine display of yesterday's models. 

A note of thanks and a lot of appreciation to all 
Columbia staff personnel, maintenance crews and park 
personnel for work accomplished here in the park during 
1977 and 1978 at Camp Cherokee, the Living History Farm, 
bathhouse, greenhouse and all other areas during the cold 
winter months. 

Thanks again for your effort and support. 

LEE W. JORDAN 
Superintendent 

LANDSFORD CANAL STATE PARK — We here at 
Landsford Canal wish you and yours a very happy summer. 
Spring is about gone and summer is so near. This spring has 
been good to us, bringing us students from schools and 
colleges to study historic sites. 

We have another busy summer ahead us, cutting grass, 
raking and cutting the Canal Trail and nature trail. 

With the summer program we have students from the 
local school to help in our summer work program. The two 
years Diane, the kids and I have lived here we have found 
that Landsford Canal is a beautiful place. 

Have a good summer. 

CHARLES P. LOVE 
Ranger 

SERVICE AND SUPPLY CENTER — The phones are 
ringing, the typewriter is humming, computer is running, 
hands are pulling, saws are singing, motors are sounding, and 
the whole place is buzzing. What is going on? It is the sweet 
sound of the hard work being done at the Service and Supply 
Center. Our parks are going into full swing and the shop is 
trying their best to get the parks supplied and maintained for 
the 1978 season. We at the Service and Supply Center are all 
working as fast and as best that we possibly can to get as 
much out to our parks so that all of our visitors will be 
having a happy and enjoyable stay at our very fine state 
parks. 

DIANE C. ROBINSON 
Office Manager 

SESQUICENTENNIAL STATE PARK — This spring 
was the most beautiful in all six and a half years I've spent 
here at Sesqui. The dogwoods were so brilliant it seemed like 
someone turned the lights on in the normally shady camping 
area. The blossoms lasted longer than in recent years, and all 
their beauty helped us forget the cool winter. I say cool 
because the lake didn't freeze hard enough to ice skate on this 
year. 

The annual Easter Egg Hunt conducted by the Richland 
County Recreation Department was a great success again this 
year. The thousands of discarded plastic egg wrappers make the 
grounds look like we had a late snow fall. The extra work 
cleaning up is worth it for the privilege of watching the 
children having fun. 

We appreciate the help of the ten men assigned to Sesqui 
Park during the governor's annual statewide clean-up week. 
They did a fine job on our camping area which the work crew 
from Service and Supply had just finished rewiring. 

Band Day, May 12, was a success again this year. Twenty 
bus loads worth! Those youngsters sure make Sesqui "swing 
in the spring"! 

Our thanks to the Department for the security police, as 
this makes for a smoother operation on our busy weekends. 

Ranger Rod Corley's brother is graduating from 
Presbyterian College next week and will receive his 2nd 
Lieutenant's commission in the Army the next day. 

Superintendent Jim Meadors had our local Air Traffic 
Control officer in the camping area one weekend. Monday 
morning while giving traffic reports he sang the praises of the 
park and Jim in particular! How's that for publicity! 

Ranger Ray Canada is adjusting to the park routine well. 
His past experience as a security guard stands him in good 
stead. 

I hope all the mothers in our system enjoyed a Happy 
Mothers Day. 

GUS KRAJCIK 
Ranger 
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New Employees 
Lisa Alexander Info Clerk I Charles Towne Landing 
Hobie Buffington Ranger I Dreher Island 
Robert W. Corley Ranger I Chester 
Gary Cranford Ranger I Greenwood 
Jean Cuttino Crafts Worker I Charles Towne Landing 
George Davis Animal Caretaker Assistant Charles Towne Landing 
James Dubose Ranger I Baker Creek 
Frances Dunning Clerk 11 Santee 
Jo Claire Hanvey Parks Development Planner Central Office 
Mary A. Hoss Canteen Operator I Charles Towne Landing 
Bryant Kibler Info Clerk I Charles Towne Landing 
Robert Dale Piercy Ranger I Santee 
Kevin Robbins Animal Caretaker Assistant Charles Towne Landing 
Elizabeth Scarborough Canteen Operator I Charles Towne Landing 
Debra Smith Canteen Operator I Charles Towne Landing 

Transfers and Promotions 
Name From To 
Barbara Disney Animal Caretaker I, CTL Animal Caretaker, CTL 
Sarah Jefferies Canteen Operator I, CTL Info Clerk I, CTL 
Kurt Becht Superintendent II, LPD Superintendent II, EB 

Resignations 
Brian Cassie Historic Research Coord. II Central Office 
Mell Felder Superintendent II Edisto Beach 
Charles Geilfuss, III Ranger II Charles Towne Landing 
Patricia Haselden Canteen Operator I Charles Towne Landing 
James E. Lee Groundskeeper I Oconee Station 
Elmer Scott Groundskeeper I Charles Towne Landing 
Robert Willis Ranger I Baker Creek 
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For a Change of Pace, 
ry a Change 

f of 
Scenery! 

Most of my thoughts for this editorial were 
gathered as Lynn and I cruised along the high plateaus 
of the Blue Ridge Parkway on the way home from a 
1300-mile motorcycle trip. It takes nothing short of an 
act of Congress to arrange our schedules so that we 
can have some time off together, but we did it and the 
four-day weekend was a fantastic experience . . . one 
of the very best we've had. 

We spent a morning at Mount Vernon, visited with 
one of my high school classmates in Manassas, 
Virginia and spent the rest of the time riding the 105-
mile Skyline Drive and nearly 400 miles on the Blue 
Ridge Parkway. Friday night we "motelled it" in Triangle, 
Virginia, Saturday evening we stayed in a cabin at 
Skyland on Skyline Drive and Sunday night we 
camped on top of a mountain at Doughton Park in 
North Carolina. The weather was superb (even the few 
showers were refreshing), the roads were relatively 
free of traffic and the flame azaleas, mountain laurel, 
rhododendron and other wild flowers were blooming in 
great abundance. 

We both returned home from the trip with renewed 
enthusiasm for our work and the projects to be tackled 
in the house and yard. That seems to be one of the 
most important functions of a vacation, regardless of 
the destination or the duration of time. All of us need a 
change of pace and a change of scenery to give us a 
new lease on life! 

The busy summer season is already underway, and 
visitors by the thousands from every state in the nation 
will be spending some of their vacation time at South 
Carolina state parks. Many of them probably ex
perienced the same difficulty that we did in arranging 
time off and in saving the needed money for the trip, 
but I hope that all of them will return to their 
respective homes and jobs with the same zeal and 
spirit that Lynn and I have. 

Mr. Sisk mentioned in his message the long hours 
that you park personnel willingly work during the 
summer months to provide the proper facilities and 
activities for park visitors. However, it is equally 
important that you plan trips with your family. The 
world is truly a beautiful place; start with your own 
back doorstep and plan to take a closer look at our 
state, region, nation and (maybe, someday) world! 

That's not all, folks! This world of ours is full of 
marvelous, friendly people, and many of them would 
like to meet you! Lynn and I met some "super people" 
on our recent trip, most of whom we will never meet 
again. However, our paths crossed that one time, and 
we made that moment count for something good! I 
think about the courteous desk clerk at Skyland Lodge 
that rented us the last available cabin when we sought 
a refuge from the rain and fog. I think about the family 
from Delaware that camped near us at Doughton 
Park, their daughter who invited us to share their 
campfire and their son who roasted marshmallows for 
us. I think also about the elderly lady who conversed 
freely with us about her family and her outlook on life 
as we ate supper in a coffee shop on the Blue Ridge 
Parkway. She spoke approvingly with a touch of 
envy about our trip, and with very little coaxing would 
have enjoyed coming along with us! 

All of us are identified in many ways as we travel. 
Some of these include our general appearance, our 
method of transportation, and our home state as 
identified by our license plate. Lynn and I enjoy 
observing the license plates of vehicles passing us on 
the highway, or parked in parking lots. We try to go 
out of our way to be friendly and polite to the people 
that we meet along the way. After all, we are 
ambassadors, and so are you, wherever you are! 

As you work and as you play, people are impressed 
favorably or unfavorably by your appearance, your 
speech, and your actions. Lynn and I were at times a 
bit disheveled in appearance as we tried to combat the 
elements during our recent trip. However, underneath 
the many layers of clothing were two people that hope
fully left favorable impressions of "those two bikers from 
South Carolina." As self-appointed ambassadors for 
the Palmetto State, we could do no less! 

My thoughts about vacations have been concerned 
with "things to do and places to visit" with someone 
else. For those of you that do not have that "someone 
else," you are not alone! This world of ours is full of 
marvelous, friendly people, and many of them would 
like to meet you! Put on your best smile and go out to 
meet them! 

They're waiting for you, just as they were waiting 
for Lynn and I on Skyline Drive and the Blue Ridge 
Parkway! 

DANA L. SAWYER 
Editor 
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Table Rock State Park got an early start on the summer 
season with an Arts and Crafts Festival May 6 and 7. 
Hundreds of visitors viewed the creations of local and 
regional artisans, who also demonstrated their talents near 
the swimming area. 

Park visitors learn intriguing facts about the salt marsh 
and other natural areas of Huntington Beach as they view a 
newly-installed display case at the entrance to the Marsh 
Boardwalk. The case was designed by Chief Naturalist Joe 
Frank Watson, built by personnel at the Service & Supply 
Center, with exhibit materials prepared by the Program 
Section. 


