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FROM 
THE 
DIRECTOR 

Times are changing, and so are the seasons! We've 
gritted our teeth, turned down the thermostats and 
endured a cold winter. However, in general we have 
fared better than our northern cousins. Brian Cassie, a 
member of our History Section, told me about the 
hardships and losses on a tiny peninsula near Boston 
called Hull. Brian, incidentally, grew up near there and 
attended Hull public schools for several years. 
Anyway, a savage winter blizzard engulfed that 
community in January. The town's population of some 
ten thousand suffered damages to more than three 
thousand residences, some beyond repair. Cassie 
described the intensity of the storm as "a combination 
of a two-foot snowstorm with winds in excess of one 
hundred miles per hour!" 

And we thought that we had a rough winter! All 
that is ancient history now, and we are gearing up for 
the upcoming summer season. Park people tend to 
think of the year as consisting of two seasons . . . the 
summer or "busy" season and the "off-season," when 
winter work programs are the order of the day. A few 
short years ago, visitors during the September-May 
period were conspicuous by their absence. 

The evolution of camping has certainly helped to 
lengthen the "busy" season, and many campers will tell 
you that their favorite time to camp is during the fall 
and spring months. Special programs have also done 
their part in attracting people to the parks during the 
"off-season," with the present trend pointing toward an 
eventual disappearance of this so-called slack period. 

Work never takes a vacation at our South Carolina 
state parks. All the crews are hard at work getting the 
facilities all spruced up for the summer, and a few 
special events will be taking place. The Solomon Blatt 
Community Center at Barnwell State Park will be 
dedicated in late May, and in early June the new 
swimming pool at Croft will be available for public use. 
Contracts have been awarded and work is underway 
on the electrical, water and sewer systems at Dreher 
Island State Park on Lake Murray near Columbia. 

Many of us often forget that our state park system 
includes such areas as Eutaw Springs, Fort Watson, 
and the burial sites of Francis Marion, Isaac Hayne and 
Thomas Sumter. Some of these locations are 
maintained in outstanding fashion by personnel from 
nearby state parks. Examples of this "satellite" work 
include Colleton Superintendent Glenn Farr at 
Hayne's Tomb, Santee Superintendent Ted Barbie and 
his personnel at Fort Watson and Pleasant Ridge 
Superintendent Leroy Smith at Wildcat Wayside. We 
certainly appreciate the fine efforts of these and others 
to keep these areas presentable. 

The Young Adult Conservation Corps (YACC) 
program will give a new dimension to our park 
program, and a detailed report will be presented in the 
next issue of Park Lites. In the meantime, have a 
pleasant, productive and safe summer season! 

RAY M. SISK, Director 
Divison of State Parks 
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State Officials Honor Teepak Industry 
For Natural Area Protection 

Teepak, Inc. a division of the Continental Group 
Corporation located in Calhoun County, was recently 
presented with a State Recreation Award by Governor 
James B. Edwards, the Calhoun County legislative delega
tion and the South Carolina Department of Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism (PRT) Commission. Accepting the 
award from Governor Edwards is Bill Gall of Chicago, Vice 
President of Teepak, Inc. Looking on (left to right) are 
Senator Marshall Williams; Gall; Governor Edwards; A. L. 
Reitmeier, General Manager of the Calhoun County plant; 
Representative John G. Felder; Senator L. Marion Gres-
sette and PRT Commissioner Chairman D. Gene Ricken-
baker. Teepak received the award for its outstanding 
accomplishments in protecting and enhancing environmental 
and recreation qualities while contributing to the state's 
economic growth. 
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Mrs. Sue Hendricks 

"Best Friend" Chairperson 
Receives State Recreation Award 

Mrs. Sue Hendricks, Chairperson of the Citizens 
Committee to raise funds to put the "Best Friend" 
train in Sesquicentennial State Park, recently received 
a State Recreation Award for her efforts. Pictured with 
Mrs. Hendricks are Bill Durham (center), the Depart
ment of Parks, Recreation and Tourism (PRT) Com
missioner from the Second Congressional District, and 
D. Gene Rickenbaker (left), PRT Commission Chair
man. 
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Former Park Employees 
Where Are They Now? 

E. R. VREELAND — Mr. Vreeland, known as 
"Vree" to his many friends, was born in Litchfield, 
Michigan. His family moved to Lansing, Michigan when 
he was a boy, where his father tested steel products 
for the Reo Automobile Company. 

Mr. Vreeland played second base with the Reo 
All-Stars, a semi-pro team, for a while. Professional 
athletes did not command large salaries in those days, 
and three thousand dollars a year was "big money" in 
those days, according to Mr. Vreeland. 

Vreeland traveled through the states opening sales 
offices and did some selling for the Arwell Chemical 
Company of Chicago. He left Detroit about 1930 and 
moved to Toronto, where he was vice-president and 
sales manager of a brokerage house trading in unlisted 
and promotional mining stocks. He became affiliated 
with a company that had financial holdings in Southern 
gold mines, and this partnership would eventually bring 
Mr. Vreeland to South Carolina. He and three others 
bought a gold mine in Smyrna in 1936, and five years 
later Vreeland and his family moved to Smyrna to 
oversee mining operations of their property. 

Settling at Smyrna, and later at York, Vreeland 
worked the mine for some six years and made 
numerous friends in York and Cherokee counties. 
After the mine was closed, Vreeland did some 
surveying and "waited for things to get better." He 
became Superintendent at Kings Mountain State Park 
in 1947, and turned his attention to needed post-war 
maintenance of park structures. 

At Kings Mountain only a short while, he was 
recognized for his abilities and promoted in November, 
1948 to the central office of the Division of State Parks 
as Chief of Park Operations. He became Assistant 
Park Director in 1949 and was promoted to State Park 
Director on April 1, 1964 upon the retirement of 
C. West Jacocks. Vreeland recalled the period from 
1949 to 1964 as an effort to keep the parks operational. 
"We did a lot of repairing with paint!" he said. All 
revenue from park facilities went directly into the 
state's general fund, and operational funds were very 
limited. 

Vreeland termed his career with the Forestry 
Commission as a "happy relationship" with other park 
employees. There was a very low turnover of 
employees at that time, and Vreeland formed many 
lasting friendships during those years. He transferred 
with his Division from the Forestry Commission to the 
Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism on July 
1, 1967, and remained there until he retired in 1968. 

Mr. and Mrs. E. R. Vreeland 

With plans to do a lot of fishing, he loafed for about 
three months, then said to himself, "enough of that!" 

James Webb, Director of the State Wildlife and 
Marine Resources Department and a close friend of 
Mr. Vreeland, had some work for Mr. Vreeland to do. 
When Vreeland inquired as to when he should start, 
Webb replied, "Right now .... you're on the payroll!" 
Vreeland worked with the Wildlife Department for the 
next eight years as a "consultant" checking boat 
ramps for needed maintenance and evaluating new 
locations for ramps. 

Vreeland's wife, Margaret, has been his constant 
companion for the past forty years. A native of 
Toronto, Canada, she enjoys sewing, knitting, fishing 
and gardening. Their daughter, Maria is Director of 
Nursing and Associate Director of the Lake Charles 
Memorial Hospital, Lake Charles, Louisiana. 

Vreeland has had a lifelong interest in athletics. 
"Except for my involvement with baseball, I probably 
would have continued with my early desire to become a 
surgeon," he said. The Vreelands built a spacious 
home on a lakefront one-acre lot on Shull Island in 
1970. "We can see the sun rise over Lake Murray 
through our kitchen window," Mrs. Vreeland said, 
"and watch it set over the lake through our den 
window!" 
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Former PRT Commission Chairman Dwight Holder (left) 
and former Governor Robert McNair (right) congratulate Mr. 
Vreeland as he received a plaque at a banquet held in his 
honor in 1967 for twenty years of service with the Forestry 
Commission. 

Mr. Vreeland had five major operations in 1976, 
walker. He had an additional set-back in July 1976 
when he fell and fractured his hip. However, he has 
been recovering from that incident and remains in 
extremely good spirits. 

The Vreelands have traveled extensively through 
the years in the United States and Canada. Their 
property on Shull Island has a trailer site which is used 
at various times of the year by friends from Canada 
and the states who visit and help with the yard-
work. They enjoy visits by the Jacocks, with whom 
Vreeland worked for a number of years. "I would 
have had more to say," Vreeland quipped, "but Wes 
covered it well in his interview!" (Incidentally, I was 
chided by former Park Director Jacocks for mis
quoting his age! He is only 82 years young, not 85 as I 
wrote in the last issue of Park Lites. Ed.) 

Vreeland is right on the heels of Mr. Jacocks in the 
"age department," as he celebrated his 77th birthday 
February 3rd. He recalled the mid-sixties and a period 
of eighteen months when he and Mrs. Lorine Davis 
(Staff Assistant to present State Park Director Ray 
Sisk) handled all the work of the Columbia office. "I 
appreciate the fine work that she did, especially during 
those difficult months," Vreeland said. He also had 
warm words for then-Governor Robert McNair and his 
interest in state parks. "The sixties were critical times 
in the life of South Carolina state parks," Vreeland said, 
"for they could have been lost forever." He compli
ments the forward-looking spirit of PRT employees and 

state leaders for bringing the state's system of state 
parks to its enviable position today. 

As a reporter on assignment to interview the 
Vreelands, I spent a most enjoyable afternoon visiting 
with them as if I had known them for years. This is a 
credit more to them than to me, and is an indication of 
how easily they have formed lasting friendships 
through the years. 

The value of Mr. E. R. Vreeland . . . the man 
. . . can possibly best be described by quoting one 
paragraph from a letter written by State Forester John 
R. Tiller. Vreeland was presented a handsome plaque 
at a banquet held in his honor October 24, 1967 for 
twenty years of service with the Forestry Commission. 
Tiller's words follow . . . "What needs to be said even 
more, however, are the kind of things that somehow 
never find their way into the files. It should be 
recorded, and I do so now, that the man we honor 
tonight is a man among men, a Christian gentleman, 
and a friend to all — as well as a leader of the men and 
women who work with him in the Division of Parks. He 
has devoted twenty years of time, thought and energy 
to the well-being of our system of State Parks and 
through them to the well-being of our citizens and 
visitors — and the great State of South Carolina. With 
few resources to work with, he maintained the 
usefulness of our Parks to his greatest ability, only to 
see their development fall far behind the demand for 
wholesome outdoor recreation by an increasing in
state population and an ever increasing visitation from 
without. He saw the Parks closed in 1964, and, during 
that troubled period, directed his energies toward 
stemming the ebbing morale of his organization and 
holding the Parks together, looking forward to what 
must be their eventual reopening. We are thankful that 
he has seen their reopening under the guidance of our 
Governor and General Assembly who, through their 
wisdom will cause the Parks to flourish under the 
direction of the new Department of Parks, Recreation 
and Tourism in order to best serve the needs of our 
people and our visitors. I am glad it is on such a note 
of optimism that our Director of State Parks will re
tire. Finally, I want to say to this man whom we 
honor, and to the beautiful and gracious lady who has 
ever been at his side, that we are mindful of his 
many contributions to State Parks and the purposes 
they serve, most appreciative of his service to the 
State of South Carolina, and that all of us, who have 
known him are better men for having known him." 

Mr. Vreeland made two very positive statements 
that I would like to use in ending this interview. "I love 
South Carolina I am going to live to be 
one hundred." Mr. and Mrs. Vreeland are obviously 
enjoying every day together, and all of us wish that 
they enjoy at least twenty-three more happy years 
together to reach that mark!" D.F.S. 
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EVA ARMSTRONG . . . 

Benedict College Co-ed Chosen 
"Miss South Carolina State Parks" 

Miss Eva Armstrong, a senior at Benedict College, 
Columbia, graduated from Williston-Elko High School 
in 1974. Her high school activities included partici
pation on the girls' basketball team and as a member 
of the Student Council. 

Miss Armstrong, 21 years old, is the daughter of 
Mrs. Geneva Armstrong, Williston. She has four 
brothers and three sisters. 

Miss Armstrong is majoring in Physcial Education 
and hopes to teach on the high school level. She 
particularly enjoys working with young children. 
Campus activities at Benedict College in which she is 
involved include the women's basketball team, the 
Gymnastics Club and the Nyrobia Dancers. 

Miss Armstrong has traveled from Pennsylvania to 
Florida, and hopes to see more of South Carolina and 

other states in the coming years. Her hobbies include 
dancing, basketball, volleyball, softball and sewing. 

Benedict College, founded in 1870, is a fully 
accredited senior college with a diversified academic 
program. 

Previous holders of the "Miss South Carolina State 
Parks" title have been the following: Cheryl Folk (1968) 
— Clemson University; Mary Lou Harris (1969) — 
University of South Carolina; Lynn Josselson (1970) — 
Columbia College; Deborah Wilson (1971) — Win-
throp College; Abigail Brown (1972) — South Carolina 
State College; Jane McCall (1973) — Presbyterian 
College; Alice C. Stender (1974) — Newberry College; 
Pam Foxx (1975) — Limestone College; Cheryl Ann 
Swanson (1976) — Furman University; Janet Jeanne 
Kelly (1977) — Erskine College. 
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GLENN FARR, Superintendent 
Colleton State Park 

MARSHALL WEST, Superintendent 
Poinsett State Park 

RICHARD ISAAC, Ranger 
Croft State Park 

JOE HAMBRIGHT, Superintendent 
Greenwood State Park 

GLENN FARR 
Superintendent, Colleton State Park 

Glenn is a native of Union, where he attended public schools and 
graduated from high school. He attended Wofford College for one 
semester, then volunteered for a six months tour of duty with the 
Army Reserves. Glenn was stationed at Fort Jackson, where he was 
an infantry section leader. Following his release from active duty in 
1957, Glenn worked at Deering-Milliken's Union plant for three years 
as a receiving clerk and night watchman. During this period he 
attended Spartanburg Junior College. 

From 1960 to 1968, Glenn was an assistant appliance manager 
for a Spartanburg furniture company. For the next two years he 
worked as produce manager for Winn-Dixie in Spartanburg and 
Woodruff. Glenn has served at eight state parks since he first came 
to work with PRT in 1970. His "travel log" reads something like this: 
Ranger 1 at Santee for two months; Ranger I at Chester for three 
months; Ranger 1 at Cheraw for fourteen months; Ranger II at 
Greenwood for five months; Ranger III at Huntington Beach for nine 
months; Superintendent II at Givhans Ferry for two years; Assistant 
Superintendent at Hunting Island for eight months; Superintendent I 
at Colleton since July 1975! 

Like so many of our park personnel, Glenn is happiest when he 
is hunting or fishing. He reloads his own shells and enjoys target 
pistol shooting and deer hunting. His German shepherd "Smoky" is 
his constant companion on hunting and camping trips to beach 
parks, rivers and nearby lakes. 

Glenn's father made the Army his career, and Glenn lived in 
Germany (among other places) while his Dad was working for Uncle 
Sam. Glenn hopes to go back to Germany someday to revisit some 
of the sights in that country. He enjoyed working at beach parks, 
and hopes to get back to one in the future. 

One of Glenn's favorite canoe trips is from Colleton to Givhans 
Ferry. The 22-mile jaunt takes about 7 hours to complete, and is one 
that he heartily recommends to any and all hearty canoeists. In 
addition to family campers, Glenn enjoys visits by several camping 
clubs, including some affiliated with the Good Sams. Many Florida-
bound campers also stop over at Colleton, since the park is only 
three miles from 1-95. 
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MARSHALL WEST 
Superintendent, Poinsett State Park 

Marshall is a native of Marion, South Carolina. His father, 
formerly in the lumber business, is now with insurance and real 
estate. Marshall's parents still live in Marion; his older brother is 
employed by the Greenville City police department while his 
younger brother attends school in Florence. 

Marshall graduated from Marion High School, where he played 
football, baseball, track, tennis and golf. He received an Associate 
degree in Forestry from Wingate Junior College, then transferred to 
Clemson, and served an eighteen-month tour of duty as a military 
and Park Administration. He spent one summer working as 
waterfront director at Natchez Trace State Park in Tennessee. 

Marshall was drafted into the Army after graduation from 
Clemson, and served an eighteenth-month tour of duty as a military 
policeman at Fort Hood, Texas. During this time he had married 
Barbara Knight of Greenville, whom he met at Clemson. Not to be 
outdone, his roommate married Barbara's sister! "My monthly 
allotment check was smaller than our monthly rent," Marshall said, 
"so Barbara went to work!" He recalls those "lean days" as very 
happy times, however. 

Discharged from the Army in 1972, Marshall and Barbara 
returned to Greenville, and Marshall applied for graduate study. 
Meanwhile, he learned of a vacancy for Park Management Assistant 
at Hunting Island, applied and was accepted. Marshall liked park 
work so much that he dropped his plan to return to school and 
decided to remain with state parks. 

His stay at Hunting Island lasted from February 1972 until May 
1973, when he was transferred to Aiken and promoted to 
Superintendent. January of this year brought about another move, 
this time as Superintendent at Poinsett. 

Marshall and Barbara have a daughter, Leigh Ann, 4'/2. Barbara 
has worked in various banks before and after they married, and she 
also worked in the park office while they were at Hunting Island. She 
enjoys needlepoint, reading, working with pot plants and cooking (as 
you can tell by looking at me, Marshall said!) Marshall enjoys fishing, 
golf, tennis, and just being around water. The Wests hope to travel 
to the West Coast "one of these first years!" 

Marshall is an enthusiastic Clemson supporter, and has attended 
every bowl game since 1965 that Clemson has played in (one!) They 
visit both sets of parents, and have a lot of friends in Greenville 
dating back to their college days. Marshall was a charter member of 
Clemson's Kappa Sigma fraternity. He says that's impressive, so I'll 
take his word for it! 

He has a positive attitude about park visitors, and insists that, 
wherever they are, people are going to be themselves. While new at 
Poinsett, he is getting settled into the routine and anticipates the 
upcoming summer season. 

RICHARD ISAAC 
Ranger, Croft State Park 

Richard was born in Asheville, North Carolina but attended 
public schools in Johnson City, Tennessee, where his parents 
moved when he was six years old. After he graduated from high 
school, Richard worked on a construction crew in Johnson City and 
in Spartanburg. Seeing the need for more education, Richard 
attended Spartanburg TEC, where he received an associate degree 
in horticulture. While he was attending classes at TEC he married 
Lynn Mulwee from nearby Pacolet. Richard tried his hand as a 
plumber's assistant in Spartanburg for six months and did 
maintenance work at a rock quarry in Pacolet. Repairing broken 
rock became monotonous, so Richard went to work at Croft in 
July 1977 as a ranger. 

He and Lynn live in the old superintendent's residence near the 
main park entrance, so they get their share of park visitors at the 
front door asking directions to the various facilities! The Isaacs do 
not have any children, but keep active and enjoy doing things 
together. Richard likes to hunt and fish, and both are avid hikers and 
tent campers. They want to travel out West when they have the 
time. Richard likes to try new things. He has ridden some moto-
cross and cross-country motorcycle races, enjoys water skiing and 
wants to try sky-diving. 

People visiting Croft are very interested in the new swimming 
pool, and most of them want to know when it will open. Others ask 
about a marked hiking trail. The Isaacs have visited several state 
parks in South Carolina and want to see more on weekends and 
days off. Lynn, who also attended Spartanburg TEC, is working at 
Jordan Oil Company as a calculator operator. 
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JOE HAMBRIGHT 
Superintendent, Greenwood State Park 

Joe was born in Shelby, North Carolina but he does not claim to 
be a Tarheel! "I was meant to be born in South Carolina," he insists! 
His parents live in Blacksburg, just a few miles from the state line, 
and this is where Joe hangs his hat! Joe has one brother that has a 
management position with Deering-Miliiken's Blacksburg plant. His 
father is a mechanic for the same company. 

Joe graduated from Blacksburg High School in 1966, where he 
played football and ran track. He followed the tiger paws on the 
highway and ended up at Clemson, where he enrolled in the R.P.A. 
program and graduated in 1970. 

Good fortune struck again in 1970 as Joe married Debe McCraw 
from Cherokee Falls, a small town near Blacksburg. Debe 
completed an associate degree program as a medical laboratory 
assistant at Spartanburg TEC while Joe worked for fifteen months 
with Daniel Construction Company. Debe has worked in the past, 
but at present she is attending Lander College. She wants to teach 
kindergarten, and is pursuing a program in early childhood 
education. 

Joe's first job within the state park system was at King's 
Mountain as a Parks Management Assistant. He transferred to Table 
Rock as a PMA in October 1971, and four months later was 
promoted to Assistant Superintendent. The fall of 1972 found Joe 
and Debe packing their bags for a move to Sadlers Creek, where 
Joe was promoted to Superintendent. Two years later he was 
transferred to Greenwood, where he is still serving as Superin
tendent. 

The Hambrights have two children, Jill, 4 and Joe-Joe, 2. "We 
like to stay at home, and have not done much traveling," Joe said. 
He enjoys working with wood, and has made baby cradles and 
bookcases. Watching pro football on television is his favorite fall 
pastime. Debe does needlepoint and also enjoys sewing and cook
ing. "We just enjoy being together," Joe remarked. Like many of 
our parks people, they hope to travel out West "someday." 

Joe would like to see some cabins built at Greenwood. "We get 
several calls each week inquiring about cabins," Joe says. (Ted 
Williams says that he can accommodate them at Hickory Knob! Ed.) 
Another facility that Joe thinks would be popular at Greenwood is a 
marina with gas tanks for refueling. 

A Draftsman In The Parks? 
The question has often been asked — what does a 

draftsman do in the Parks Division? This is a fair 
question, since the existence of a parks draftsman is 
not obvious to the average park visitor. 

The role of the draftsman is somewhat universal 
throughout the world. The draftsman and his tools — 
his drafting baord, drafting paper, drafting supplies and 
his skill — have translated ideas into visual com
munication which would be impossible to do without 
drawings. 

In the parks, our constant effort at improving 
facilities for the public's use requires a great deal of 
communication between the park superintendents, the 
park planners, and other personnel in the Central 
Office who have the ability to "make things happen". 

Sitting between these "great ideas" and their reality 
is the park's draftsman, whose job it is to transform a 
blank sheet of drafting paper and an idea into a 
working drawing that can be reviewed by the entire 
staff. 

At PRT, the draftsman's duties may vary from a 
park brochure illustration or a sign design to a set of 
architectural drawings or a barbecue shelter. All of this 
makes the job of parks draftsman an interesting one 
and the end result, we hope, will be better facilities for 
the public throughout our park system. 

Archie G. Moore 
Draftsman 

Energy Saver 
Ducts and pipes from your heating and hot water 

systems often pass through uninsulated areas of your 
home. In these situations, the air or water you pay to 
heat is being dissipated before it enters your living 
space. Check this by following the ducts from your 
heating and air conditioning unit. If a duct or pipe 
passes through an uninsulated area it should be 
insulated with material wrapped around it. 

Duct insulation usually comes in blankets l"-2" 
thick. For rectangular ducts get the thicker variety and 
for air conditioning ducts make sure the insulation has 
a vapor barrier. Last but not least, seal the joints of the 
insulation tightly with duct tape to avoid condensation. 

William C. Lucas 
Chief of Construction 
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District I 

Since the last issue of "Park Lites", there have been 
several personnel changes in the district. The main personnel 
change involved the Superintendent's position at Hunting 
Island State Park. Tillman Erwin resigned from this position 
(a job which he had held for six years) in early December 
because of recent health problems. 

Tillman will be missed greatly at Hunting Island by his 
many friends and park visitors. The park made tremendous 
advances in attendance and revenue during Till's years as 
head man. Till and his wife, Dot, are living in Beaufort, 
where they own their home. I wish them both the best of luck 
and hope they will continue to consider themselves part of 
the park family. 

I would like to welcome the new Superintendent James 
Taylor, and his wife Ivey, and their family to the Island. 
James comes from Poinsett State Park, and I'm sure he will 
do a fine job on the Island. 

Colleton — Glenn and Bill have kept busy raking leaves, 
painting, and doing odd shop jobs. A wood stove transferred 
from Poinsett has been a welcome addition to the park shop. 
Glenn invented his own version of a Sanvril tablet 
chlorinator for the treatment plant. Both men were glad to 
get rid of the previously used chlorine gas. 

Edisto Beach — Superintendent Felder and crew have 
found time to paint the Superintendent's residence and 
complete several projects. One time-consuming task of late 
has been the constant clearing of Palmetto branches because 
of the rainy and windy weather. 

Givhans Ferry — Superintendent Holloway and Ranger 
Cumbee have spent most of their time working on the park 
cabins and recreation building. All the cabins have been 
painted, and they are presently replacing a section of floor in 
cabin #2. 

Hampton Plantation — Superintendent Klein and Will 
Alston are at work cleaning the azalea gardens and removing 
some dead trees. At Hampton, the winter is the best time to 
work in the gardens because of the fly and mosquito 
problems during the summer. 

Hunting Island — New windows have been installed in 
cabins #2 and #3 by the maintenance crew. The improvement 
in the appearance of these two cabins is even more noticeable 
than I expected. The park crew has reroofed and painted 
cabin #2. Superintendent Taylor and crew have done much 
work in the shop areas, and still have much painting to com
plete. 

Huntington Beach — Superintendent Stickles and crew 
have painted several buildings and completed much repair 
work on park buildings. They also tried their hands at laying 
concrete block in the beach rest room. The resulting 
partitions look great! 

Myrtle Beach — Superintendent Turner and crew have 
completed painting the Trading Post and several rest rooms 
on the park. The park entrance also received a new coat of 
paint and fence repairs. The park crew did a good job on the 
new concrete block partitions in the beach rest room. 

Old Dorchester — Superintendent Odom and new Ranger 
Reese have spent much time in the past few weeks upgrading 
the park tractor and other equipment. The Superintendent's 
storage building has been completed as has repair work on 
the bathroom in the Ranger's residence. 

Rivers Bridge — Superintendent Price and Ranger Coffey 
have had to spend many hours recently cleaning debris off 
the park grounds because of heavy winds and rain. Painting 
of both the interior and exterior of the Recreation Building 
has also been completed. 

LARRY DUNCAN 
District I Superintendent 
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CHARLES TOWNE LANDING In the late after
noon, visitors and employees of the Landing often saw an 
elderly gentleman briskly walking the property. In recent 
years, a small brown and white spaniel could be seen 
frolicking at his side. As he walked, he would stop every few 
steps to pick up a piece of litter and deposit it in a trouser 
pocket for later disposal. An unwanted vine creeping through 
an elegant flower bush would be carefully pulled by a gloved 
hand and placed along the road for future pick up. 
Occasionally he would stop by the office and ask, "What's 
new? Just stopped to see if there was a newspaper here; ours 
wasn't in the box." Then calling to his dog, "Come along 
Bess!" he would be on his way. 

His voice was always low, clear and warm. Many years 
ago he commented on the uselessness of planting oak trees 
for "we will never see them grow to any size." Those same 
trees form the graceful avenue of oaks and shade numerous 
peaceful garden areas. This fall when the seeds of those trees 
fell, he collected and planted a modest tree garden. He will 
never see them grow. Dr. Joseph loor Waring quietly passed 
away in his sleep during the night of December 21, 1977. 
Known by all as "Dr. Joe," he was a friend to every child who 
met him. For those of us who knew him, he richly blessed our 
lives. We will miss him and never forget him. His devotion to 
the Landing will live on in the hearts of the mighty oaks he 
planted. 

* * * * *  

CTL's Manager, Janson Cox, was named to the Council 
of the American Association for State and Local History. 
Janson served as local arrangements chairman for the 1977 
annual meeting, which was held in Charleston. 

* * * * *  

During some high winds this past February, we lost many 
trees, our entrance sign, part of the Exhibit Pavilion roof, 
and the sails on the "Adventure." A rain storm was brewing 
for two days while every able-bodied man (even Janson had 
on his coveralls) worked hard to complete patching the roof 
before the clouds burst. The crew temporarily repaired the 
roof in time. The place looked naked without the entrance 
sign for a couple of weeks, and we missed the "Adventure" 
while she spent time in the boatyard. 

The construction work inside the Pavilion over the winter 
was not due to any damaging winds, but was the work of 
Kathy Moody, our volunteer Curator of Exhibits. The 
Exhibit Pavilion was remodeled to improve traffic flow and 
the chronological order of the story being told, and to 
provide additional space for expansion. 

Other work underway this winter and spring is the carving 
of a dugout canoe. Using colonial tools, members of the 
Institute of Maritime Arts at Charleston began hacking away 
at a 4 by 16 foot cypress log donated by Georgia-Pacific. The 
Institute plans to produce a replica dugout of the type 
believed to have been used for transportation in the rice fields 
during South Carolina's colonial years. The design, based on 
the authentic dugout canoe donated by Norman Cooler's 
mother many years ago on display in the Exhibit Pavilion, 
was drawn by H. S. Teller of Mt. Pleasant, a retired naval 
architect. The project will be one of the first in a series of 
colonial shipbuilding projects at the Landing planned by the 
Institute. Completion is planned by May for launching 
during the Colonial Crops and Crafts Festival, May 6 and 7. 

Eight positions are available to us through the Youth 
Conservation Corps program and we look forward to the 
extra help the participants will give us this summer. The 
youths will undertake construction projects in the Settlers' 
Life Area, the 1670 Experimental Crop Garden and in other 
areas of the property from June 12 through August 5. 

We have also begun a Volunteer Program aimed at 
acquiring a regular, dependable, volunteer work force. 
Volunteers will be considered professional personnel just as 
paid employees, the only difference being that volunteers will 
not receive a paycheck, but will offer their services freely. 

Each department supervisor has submitted requests for 
volunteers he feels he can use ranging from guide to 
photographer, historical researcher to typist. Volunteers will 
be provided with job descriptions, work schedules and 
training just as paid employees and will receive an Annual 
Vehicle Pass to the park for their work. To date, one 
interpreter for the Animal Forest and one historical 
researcher have been "hired"; more are expected as our 
spring school group program gets underway. 

DEIRDRA L. WINTER 
Public Information Specialist 

COLLETON STATE PARK — The holidays were very 
nice at Colleton State Park. My german shepherd Smokie 
and I spent Christmas weekend with my parents and family 
in Union, S. C. I spent the week after Christmas deer hunting 
with my father and other members of the Edisto Hunt Club. 
We bagged five bucks in six straight days. I was fortunate 
enough to kill one of them, although I missed one big buck 
five times running across an open field. I still have night
mares about that! 

Ranger Bill Fowler and his wife Evelyn spent the holidays 
at Colleton entertaining their children and grandchildren. 
They always look forward to a visit from those grandchildren. 
Bill kept himself busy in his spare time tearing out old 
kitchen cabinets at their home near Bells, S. C. He and 
Evelyn are having the house remodeled and doing some of 
the work themselves. 

We are getting ready for the spring camping season and 
are looking foward to some nice weather and lots of campers. 
Judging from the phone calls I have been receiving, park use 
by camping clubs should increase greatly during March and 
April. 

As of this writing the Edisto River is at her highest level 
since 1 came to Colleton, and canoe trips down to Givhans 
Ferry are not advisable. The Swirling Lady can be very 
treacherous when the water is as high as it is now. We are 
hoping that spring will bring a decrease in the water level and 
an increase in the number of fishermen and canoe buffs. 

A special thanks to District I Superintendent Larry 
Duncan for his help during this period with our winter work 
program. 

It sure is lonely down here in the country with most of the 
snow birds snowed in up North! If any of you are down this 
way, you have a special invitation to stop by and visit. 
Godspeed to all of you. 

HARRY G. FARR 
Superintendent 
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EDISTO BEACH STATE PARK — The cold winter 
weather has hit Edisto again. This year is not as bad as last 
year (when we had three snowstorms). The cold weather has 
caused some problems with frozen water lines, and the cut
ting winds have hampered most of our outside work. 

Since Thanksgiving, we have all been taking a little 
vacation time. I visited my family at Santee and took a short 
trip to Tennessee. Furniss and Helen Rogers have been 
spending some of their vacation time visiting with their 
children at their home at Hartsville. Bill Bowen has taken 
several trips up to his home at Whiteville, North Carolina. 
Dan Pascoe took off some days to visit with relatives in New 
Orleans, Louisiana. Dan had his two children (Steven and 
Suzanne) visiting during the holidays. 

One of the big things happening at Edisto this winter is 
the construction of the town's new water system. The town is 
moving right along and hopefully they will have water to the 
park by Easter. Hurray!!! 

MELL FELDER 
Superintendent 

G1VHANS FERRY STATE PARK — Well, 1 hope all of 
you had a joyous holiday, for I certainly did. My wife and I 
visited our two sons and daughter-in-law in Anderson during 
the Christmas holidays. Boy, Santa sure was good to me. 
Among other things, I received a fishing rod! Just as soon as 
the weather permits I am going to try my luck. We visited 

A father and son test their boating skills in the South 
Edisto River at Givhans Ferry State Park. This quiet state 
park, located near Summerville, offers a change of pace for 
those seeking refuge from the "nine to five" daily routine. 
Photo by Evan Powell. 

our mothers, one at Gilbert, S. C. and the other at Augusta, 
Ga. Then we spent a few days just relaxing together in the 
camper at Sadlers Creek and Hickory Knob. We celebrated 
our thirty-second anniversary in Florida recently. I pulled 
rank on my ranger, and he spent Christmas with his family 
tending the store at Givhans Ferry. Sorry about that, 
Charles! 

We have had quite a few camping clubs during the 
winter. The Trident Good Sams, The Low-Country 
Ramblers, and several clubs from Columbia have been 
among the ones in attendance. It did not seem right this year 
at New Year's not to have the Charleston Way-Farers with us. 
They have been here each year that I have, but waited too 
late to make reservations for the recreation building. 
Someone had already reserved it when the club called. 

This cold weather has caused some "blue" personnel at 
Givhans Ferry, but some indoor winter projects have been 
completed. However, there are some brave souls that brave 
the elements and camp anyway (I have to admit that Katy 
and I camped at Sadlers Creek in 15 degree weather at 
Christmas!). At least my cabins are renting better during this 
cold weather. 

By the way, if any of you are at Kings Mountain and 
should happen to see the "before" photograph of the gin 
house, that building was purchased from the estate of my late 
father-in-law, Henry C. Sease. This restoration means a great 
deal to Katy and me and we hope to get up to see it soon. 

Come to see us here at the "Great Lady" Edisto. May 
G o d  b l e s s  . . . .  

JOHN B. HOLLOWAY 
Superintendent 
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HUNTING ISLAND STATE PARK — My family and I 
have been at Hunting Island since the last of December. It is a 
beautiful place and my wife and two boys are really enjoying it. I 
would like to thank my rangers and secretary at Hunting 
Island for all the assistance they have given me in making the 
move for my family and myself so much easier. Everyone 
from the Columbia office and District Superintendent Larry 
Duncan have been a great help. 

We have been trying to get some painting and other 
outside jobs done but the weather has been awful. Maybe it 
will clear up before long! 

I hope that everyone will have a good spring. Drop by to 
see Hunting Island because it is a beautiful state park. 

JAMES TAYLOR 
Superintendent 

HUNTINGTON BEACH STATE PARK — With the 
temperature about 32 degrees, cloudy, and snow predicted, we 
are writing this report, but thinking of spring. All personnel 
here at Huntington had a very nice Christmas visiting with 
family and friends. One of our rangers even took a trip to see 
the Clemson Tigers play Pitt in the Gator Bowl. Wait until 
next year!!! 

This winter has been cold here on the beach, with 
temperatures dipping into the teens more than once. One 
good thing about the weather is that we have been able to get 
most our inside jobs and maintenance done. The weather has 
sure kept our visitation down, except for a few brave souls 
that come out all bundled up to walk on the beach or 
birdwatch. Spring is almost here and we expect camping and 
park visitation to break all previous records. 

We here at Huntington Beach want to wish each of you a 
safe and successful season ahead. If any of you are ever in the 
area, stop in and say hello. 

BROOKS M. JORDAN 
Ranger III 

MYRTLE BEACH STATE PARK — We have had a 
cold winter and are looking forward to spring. Canadian 
Days will start March 17th and we are trying to get ready for 
them. 

This past Thanksgiving we had a "community dinner" at 
the shelter. Several of our fishermen were included in this and 
they spread the word. We had campers and cabin users who 
heard of it and they brought a covered dish to be included. 
There were about forty-five persons in all with plenty of food 
for more. Some of the fishermen are already planning for 
next Thanksgiving. 

We would like to welcome Ray Steven's new bride, 
Donna. She is from Beaufort but feels at home here. We 
would also like to welcome our new Ranger Mike Kyzer and 
his wife Leanne. They moved here from Lexington. 

It has been a short winter and we have been trying to get 
our winter work program completed. There are not enough 
hours in the day to get things done but we are hoping to be 
ready for the crowds. 

ROBERT J. TURNER 
Superintendent 

OLD DORCHESTER STATE PARK — The winter was 
rather cold, windy and rainy this year at Dorchester. It wasn't 
as cold as the previous winter but we certainly had more wind 
and rain. We were picking up broken limbs by the truck load 
and several trees were also blown down. We were constantly 
cleaning out stopped-up storm drains and even managed to 
bog the truck down twice! The power was knocked out for a 
short while one night and the kids immediately went into a 
state of hysterics. Grace and I sure were glad when the power 
was restored, and so were the kids! The weather always 
seemed to clear up by the weekend and our attendance was 
up over last year for the winter months. 

My family and I welcome our new Ranger Mike Reese, 
his wife Celia and children Leora and Margie to Dorchester. 
Mike worked here before but just couldn't stay away. He is 
doing a good job and we are glad to have him back. 

That's about all from here. May God bless each of you. 

DANNY M. ODOM 
Superintendent 

RIVERS BRIDGE STATE PARK — The winter months 
here at Rivers Bridge Memorial State Park have been those 
of quiet reflection and hard work. The winter drop-off in 
visitors allowed for everyone here to spend their holidays 
with loved ones and friends. Over Thanksgiving, Superin
tendent Jerry Price and his family had a nice time with 
Jerry's mother in Belton, and over the Christmas holidays my 
wife, Terry, and I spent an enjoyable time with Terry's family 
in Rock Hill. On New Year's Day, we all got together (the 
Prices, the Coffeys, and Mr. and Mrs. Knowles Blanchard, 
our wintering campers from Pennsylvania) for a delicious 
feast at the Prices. 

Between the holidays and after, we have been very busy. 
Along with our regular projects, we have been kept busy 
picking up limbs blown down by the winter storms. It is a 
wonder to us that we had any limbs left to be blown down 
after the first two weather fronts went through. The last 
storm not only showed us we had limbs left to be blown 
down; it also showed us that we had trees left to be blown 
over! The mess is the biggest yet, and it will take a little 
longer to clean up especially since Jerry is attending classes at 
the Criminal Justice Academy. 

In the near future with spring around the corner, we here 
at Rivers Bridge will be busy with preparations for opening 
our pool and catering to the summer onslaught of picnickers, 
campers and park visitors. 

TOM COFFEY 
Ranger 

(Cheryl Ann Swanson, "Miss South Carolina State 
Parks" for 1976 was married on February 18 to 
Michael Lee Miller. The ceremony took place at the 
First United Methodsit Church of Myrtle Beach. 
Sherry did an outstanding job representing South 
Carolina state parks, and we wish her and her 
husband a lifetime of happiness. Ed.) 
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"You've got to be kidding!" "There's no way I'm gonna do that!" 

EIGHT DEGREES AT JONES GAP 

That first river crossing became a roadblock. It 
was, perhaps, a serious enough hazard to turn back 
even this group of dedicated outdoor enthusiasts. Less 
than an hour before some thirty of us had started out 
on our little excursion, the Second Wilderness 
Weekend program sponsored by the State Park's 
Programs Section. It had gotten quite cold the night 
before — pipes were frozen at Table Rock where we 
had met the group — but the bright sun and cloudless 
sky made the thirty-four degree temperature bearable. 
A thermometer thrust into the flowing waters of the 
Middle Saluda River showed little difference between 
water and air temperatures. 

Suggestions were repeatedly made for methods to 
cross the river — each thrown out in turn by Charles 
Harrison, Ray Sigmon, and myself, the group leaders. 
All were considered too dangerous. Once convinced 
that no viable alternative existed we initiated our 
efforts to readjust the attitudes of our followers. A 
great deal of psychology is required to convince a 
person that he can ford 35° river without losing his 
feet! One by one they were convinced and one by one 
they crossed the river, dried their feet and replaced 
their shoes immediately afterward, utilizing every 
conceivable method to rewarm their numb toes. This 
group had been initiated into an elite group of winter 
backpackers, daring to brave such adverse conditions 
with no reward save their own satisfaction at having 
done it. 

But . . . they weren't home yet! Ice and rocks in the 

trail made continued travel less than totally desirable. 
An hour later Harrison pitched camp, bivouacking the 
less experienced campers around him. They would 
spend several hours exchanging ideas and tips on 
methods of living comfortably under these conditions. 
Sigmon and I continued up the gap with the veterans, 
covering a mile more before pitching camp. Our group 
then dispersed and began an exploration of this unique 
river basin. 

As the sun dropped below the mountaintops, the 
temperatures followed. Canteens, filled in a nearby 
creek, would be half frozen before they could be 
transported back to camp. Coffee, soup and other hot 
beverages were the order of the day, doing little to 
warm chilled hands and feet. Temperatures dropped 
steadily overnight as clear skies revealed a nearly full 
moon rising late in the night. Just before sunrise the 
thermometer registered only eight degrees, but we 
were once again to be graced by the sun. After a brief 
but warm breakfast we broke camp and, retracing our 
steps from the day before, retreated from the gap. 

Somehow the river crossing seemed inconsequential 
the second time across. Thirty tired but happy hikers 
forded the river and continued their journey to their 
destination. These people had completed a valuable 
test. They had earned their diploma in backpacking 
skills, but more importantly, they had tried themselves 
and achieved a greater comprehension of who they 
are. 

John Reid Clonts 
State Parks Naturalist 
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Village Round Landscape Plan 

The everlasting budget crunch has slowed down 
the development of new park facilities. However, it has 
also served a good purpose. 

We are slowly developing landscape plans for our 
existing facilities. The accompanying drawing shows 
what is planned for the Village Round at Santee State 
Resort Park. The barbecue shelter may not be built 
right away, but was designed to fit the overall plan. All 
the plant materials are native or obtained from the 
nursery at Kings Mountain State Park. 

I developed this landscape plan to take advantage 
of the natural features of the site and to soften the 
impact of the parking area and cabin road (not shown). 
To accomplish this, a heavy buffer planting of varied 
plants was designed to separate the entrance terrace 
and main terrace from the parking area. Native woods 
and a natural drainage swale (ditch) lies to the east or 
back side of the Village Round. The main terrace 
overlooks this and no planting was proposed to detract 
from this. 

The drainage swale around the main terrace will 
serve a dual function by carrying off the water from the 
terrace and parking area, and by serving as a service 
road from the parking area to the kitchen in the Village 
Round. Washed gravel will be used to blend the swale 
into the landscape. The entrance terrace will not only 
direct people into the Village Round but will also allow 
for small conversation groups after meetings without 
interfering with existing parties. 

Stan Bauer 
Landscape Architect 

(Stan is leaving PRT's State Parks Division as of April 6 to 
accept a position as Landscape Architect with the U. S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service. He will serve the Great Lakes Region from 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, and we wish him well as he and his family 
move back closer to his home state of Iowa. Ed.) 
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THREE-WEEK TRAINING COURSE 

PARK PERSONNEL ATTEND LAW ENFORCEMENT SCHOOL 
Thirty-three state park superintendents and other 

park personnel recently completed a three-week 
training course at the S. C. Criminal Justice Academy 
in Columbia. 

These park personnel have been certified as con
stables by the Attorney General, a move aimed at 
providing maximum safety and security for visitors to 
South Carolina's 40 state parks. 

State Parks Director Ray Sisk said all other parks 
systems in the Southeast have taken similar actions. 
"Many of the parks in our system are rather isolated 
and we feel a responsibility for the safety and security 
of the campers and other visitors," he said. "We want 
to keep the parks as pleasant and enjoyable as 
possible." 

During the specially-designed training course, park 
personnel studied constitutional law, crime prevention, 
water safety, search and seizure, human relations, 
narcotics identification and investigation, patrol in
terview techniques, laws of arrest, handling juvenile 
offenders, criminal law, and defensive tactics and 
firearms. All personnel also qualified at the Academy 
firing range in the use of firearms. 

Other topics covered during the training course 
included crimes against property, arrest techniques, 
traffic laws, A.B.C. laws, police civil liability, warrant 
writing and the collection, identification and preserva
tion of evidence. 

"All applicable state laws relating to public conduct 
and the use of public property will be enforced," Sisk 
said. 

Additional park personnel will be enrolled in future 
classes at the Criminal Justice Academy as space 
becomes available. 

1. Nine persons scored better than 90% 
(450 out of 500) on the firing range. 
From left, standing: Joel Copeland, 
Frank Baughman, Charlie Parkman, 
Glenn Farr, and George Corley. From 
left, kneeling: Ralph Rabon, Eddie 
Glance (highest score — 483!), Kurt 
Becht and Steve Edison. 

2. Examining one of the revolvers used 
were (from left) Jim Hicklin and 
Richard Flippo (Academy); Tom Taylor 
(F.B.I.); Ed Brown, Safety and Job 
Training Officer, State Parks; and 
Bruce Carter (Academy). 

3. Sgt. Israel Brooks (State Highway 
Patrol) leads a classroom discussion. 

4. William E. Jones (Academy's Director 
of Training) discusses the school 
schedule with Ralph Rabon (Chief of 
Merchandising, State Parks). 

5. State park personnel on the firing 
range. 

6. Graduation day . . . District Superin
tendent Larry Duncan receives his 
certificate from State Parks Director 
Ray Sisk as Academy Executive Di
rector C. A. Moyer observes. 

7. Clifford A. Moyer, Executive Director 
of the Academy, addresses park per
sonnel prior to the awarding of cer
tificates. 

8. Seat cushion rescue is demonstrated 
by Colleton Superintendent Glenn Farr. 
The "victim" is instructor (Mrs.) Nancy 
King. 

1 
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District II 

AIKEN — Many minor projects have been completed at 
Aiken already with other major ones to follow. Presently the 
PRT construction crew is reworking the swimming area 
retainer wall. Upon completion of the beach area, three of the 
four lakes will get new lake drains. The twenty-five campsites 
are to be rewired soon to prevent more electrical problems 
like those encountered last year. I would like to welcome 
Superintendent Ed Nesbitt, his wife Judi and their son Jarrett 
who just transferred from Lynches River. 

BARNWELL — Several small projects have been 
completed and the renovation of the community building is 
well underway. 

CHERAW — Many projects are underway with roofing, 
painting and general repairs. The largest project is the 
renovation of the community building. The park crew is 
reroofing it, replacing some windows and all the siding. 
Many repairs are yet to be done in the group camps. 

N. R. GOODALE — Some painting, roofing and general 
repair work have been completed with much of this winter's 
work program being devoted to the golf course. Some help 
with topsoil and parking areas was done by the PRT 
construction crew this fall. 

LEE — Roofing, painting and general repairs are 
underway at Lee with work yet to be completed on the 
bathouse. Bill and Andy have completed a new pumphouse at 
the horse ring, which will be a landmark in that area for some 
time. 

LITTLE PEE DEE — Besides the regular seasonal 
painting and repairs, a new parking area has been designed 
by Stan Bauer. The area to be built by the park crew, in
cludes some landscape work that will also be done by park 
personnel. 

LYNCHES RIVER — I would like to welcome Wayne 
Smith, his wife Kaye and their family to Lynches River and 
am looking forward to working with Wayne as Park 
Superintendent. 
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POINSETT — Along with replacing rotten siding on 
park buildings, much time has been spent painting. Some 
roofing is yet to be done but the winter work program is near 
completion. I would like to wish former Superintendent 
James Taylor much success in his new position at Hunting 
Island. 1 would also like to welcome new Superintendent 
Marshall West, his wife Barbara and their daughter Leigh 
Ann to Poinsett. They just transferred from Aiken State 
Park. 

SANTEE — Many of the projects on the Santee work 
program are nearing completion. New tile board is being put 
in the ten pier rondette bathrooms by the park crew which is 
sure to improve their appearance. Several rest rooms near the 
restaurant and the fifty site campground have been 
landscaped. The plants really do break the outline of the rest 
rooms and add to their beauty. The PRT construction crew 
just completed work on the retainer walls, replacing many 
sections of the wall that had rusted out. With lots of luck 
maybe the wall will last for some years to come. 

WOODS BAY — With the addition of the boardwalk 
and the canoe trails, Woods Bay should show a nice increase 
in attendance this coming year. Superintendent Atkinson and 
Ranger Vissage (Lynches River) have done a remarkable job 
on the trails. 

HORACE CRAIG 
Superintendent 

AIKEN STATE PARK — Having been at Aiken only a 
short time I know very little about the activities that have 
occurred this winter. Marshall and Dave had completed most 
of the winter work program and at the rate Dave works he 
will have the rest completed before I finish the class at the 
Criminal Justice Academy! 

After I get back to the park and we finally get settled I 
know that Judi and I will enjoy working and living here. Judi 
is already planning a vegetable garden but from the size of 
the field I believe she is planning to truck farm! If our backs 
hold out, we should have plenty to eat this summer. 

If any of you are close to Aiken this spring, we would love 
for you to stop and visit. 

ED NESBIT 
Superintendent 

BARNWELL STATE PARK — During the Christmas 
holidays most of our time was spent in the park. We all 
gathered over at Ranger Zissette's residence Christmas Eve to 
be with Carroll and Harriet's family. Mr. and Mrs. Harbin 
Wallace, of Miami, Fla. were there also. Harbin and Flo 
spent some time in our camping area last spring and summer. 
Harbin thanked us Christmas Eve for being their "family" at 
Christmas time. Their family resides in Florida. After 
Christmas gifts were exchanged we all played Canasta. 

New Year's Eve we were all together at Carroll's and 
Harriet's again to celebrate the New Year. 

Cold weather has been the main topic of conversation 
since the New Year arrived. Most of our time has been spent 
cutting up fallen trees, dead trees, and picking up limbs. 
Quite a few reservations for picnic shelters have been 
cancelled because of the weather. 

BEA ROSS 
Superintendent 
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CHER AW STATE PARK — Our holiday season at 
Cheraw State Park was just like it is supposed to be, quiet 
and peaceful. 

The Adair family (Larry, Ginny, Tracy, and Tim) visited 
Ginny's family in Montgomery, Alabama, and enjoyed 
driving Larry's new car. The reunion with friends and 
relatives made their trip enjoyable. 

Robert Sullivan made it back home to Laurens to enjoy 
mama's cooking! 

Rooster Smith took everything easy in the big city of 
Cash. I heard he was planning to run for mayor down there! 

The Pruette's stayed around the park. After all, someone 
had to open the gates for Santa Claus! 

Our camping has been slow, but those we have had 
drove out of their way to stay with us. One family told us that 
Cheraw was their favorite campground on their annual trip 
from Ohio to Florida. That's not surprising to me! 

The winter bird count conducted by Brian Cassie 
and his team was a success. With the help of Robert Sullivan 
and good weather, they accounted for about 50 species of 
birds. 

As this article is being written we are two people short. 
Superintendent Adair is in the middle of the police academy 
training, and Wayne Smith has been promoted to Superin-
tendant at Lynches River. We want to congratulate Wayne 
on his promotion, but he will surely be missed at Cheraw. We 
would like to welcome Larry McPherson, his wife Linda, and 
their boys Bryan and Jeff to Cheraw. Larry has worked for 
the parks before and we sure are thankful to have them with 
us. Some sure signs of spring are all the people checking on 
the group camps. It looks like they will be busy this summer. 

Any time you are in the great Congaree Sand Hill section 
of South Carolina, come to see us. 

CECIL PRUETTE 
Ranger 

N. R. GOODALE STATE PARK — It really has been 
cold and quiet here in Camden. We have our swimming lake 
drained down almost to the feeding stream in our yearly 
effort to combat our weeds. Park visitation is down 
somewhat but we still have many cars riding through on the 
weekends. Many persons with metal detectors have been 
visiting the park. I think they can sense when the lake level is 
down. 

Our golfers are still showing up despite the cold weather. 
On a clear, dry weekend (something rare this January), it is 
not unusual to see seventy-five people on our golf course. 

Here at Goodale we have been busy re-working our traffic 
flow plan in the park. Thanks to the construction crew's work 
we have closed some roads off and put in several new parking 
lots. Our park visitors may have to walk a little to get to our 
facilities, but hopefully this attempt will stop most of the soil 
erosion in this sandy area. 

I hope by the time this is printed we will have completed 
final work on these areas. Once the area is filled in, covered 
with straw and shrubs and trees are planted, it will be quite 
an improvement. 

Spring 1978 

That's about all the news from Camden. Hope everyone is 
fine. Stop in when you're in the area. 

ROBERT FOWLER 
Superintendent 

A "fisherman's view" of the bathhouse at N. R. Goodale 
State Park, located on the outskirts of Camden. 

LEE STATE PARK — As of this writing our winter 
work program is going very well. The well house at the horse 
show ring is the project we take the most pride in. It looks 
like a fire tower, about fourteen feet high at the peak. We 
have also restocked our three fish lakes. Our swimming area 
should take on an entirely new appearance with new display 
windows at the concession stand, shrubs, flowers, walk-way 
and a larger beach area. 

We have been fortunate to have Danny Lee working with 
us this winter. Danny is here under a government work 
program and is a fine worker. He has a range of talents and is 
very dependable. 

About a week ago two young men came walking into the 
park with backpacks. While talking with them, I learned that 
they had hiked all the way from Ludington, Michigan. Dale 
Horowski and Greg Hinds were headed for Florida at the 
rate of about twenty miles per day, and stayed with us three 
nights. Bill McDonald, who writes the column "On The 
Road" for the Slate newspaper, came out and interviewed 
Dale and Greg. His article was in Sunday's paper, January 
29, and we are waiting for a promised post card when they 
reach Florida. 

A final note: it's good-bye to rust-colored underwear here 
at Lee. We finally have good water! 

ANDY DAVIS 
Ranger 
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LITTLE PEE DEE STATE PARK — First of all I would 
like to say how very happy I am to be with the park system. 
Not only is it a privilege but also a dream come true for myself 
and my family. The whole family is settled in and enjoying our 
new residence and new way of life. As for the Christmas 
holidays they were fantastic. For the first time since my wife 
and I have been married, we had room for a beautiful live 
seven foot Christmas tree, which made our holiday complete! 

Superintendent Kurt Becht and family spent their 
holidays in Columbia with relatives. I feel that both our 
families had a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

The winter months have put a halt to our visitors who 
come to the park. Even the fishing has slowed down, but we 
still have some regular campers who come and stay a couple 
of days. We are trying to meet our campers' requests for a 
nature trail, and have just completed our first nature trail. It 
is I'A miles long and will be a fine addition to the park. Now 
we are in the process of making another which will be 
completed soon. We hope that our visitors will enjoy the two 
nature trails this spring and summer. 

Once again I'd like to say how very happy I am to be 
associated with PRT. Although I've only been with the park 
for 6 months, I thoroughly enjoy it and hope to retire with 
the park system. Thanks to everyone for making me feel 
welcome. 

JOHNNY R. LANE 
Ranger 

A young park visitor enjoys a trip down the cable ride at 
Lynches River State Park, located near Florence. 
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LYNCHES RIVER STATE PARK — At this writing for 
Park Lites I have only been here at Lynches River a few days. 
As my family and I make adjustments from moving, we are 
very pleased to be here. 

Although the weather has been cold, the Community 
Building has kept Rodger and myself busy. We have a lot of 
Junior and Senior proms coming up and are booked up the 
next few months with family reunions. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
Columbia Staff and District Superintendent Craig for the 
assistance they have given me in my new position. 

From all of us here at Lynches River we wish you the best 
and a most prosperous spring. 

WAYNE T. SMITH 
Superintendent 

POINSETT STATE PARK — Hello everybody! This is 
"Scoop" Windham reporting from Poinsett State Park. 
We've got some new faces here. The Taylors were sent to 
Hunting Island for some sun and fun, and Poinsett received 
'Big' Marshall West along with Miss Barbara and Little Miss 
Leigh Ann. We hated to see the Taylors leave, but we are happy 
to welcome the West family. I'm sure they will enjoy the 
pleasant surroundings at Poinsett. 

The cold weather and flu has kept the daily visitation rate 
low. On the other hand, camping has been steady with 
camping clubs from the Columbia and Sumter areas. Our 
cabins have been filled almost every weekend. The occupants 
really love those fireplaces. 

Our winter work program has kept us very busy. We have 
recently added a new water line that runs about 300 feet from 
the primitive scout area to the camping area. Our main 
projects now are roofing and painting before the summer 
months arrive. We also plan to lower the water in the lake so 
we can improve the beach for the summer swimmers. 

The biggest thing happening in the park now is the timber 
cutting by Georgia-Pacific. Last summer Mr. Watson and 
Mr. Spearman marked the trees that were to be cut. Since 
they have started cutting, we are awakened at the crack of 
dawn by the buzzing of chain saws and the growling of 
skidders. They are really doing a fine job. 

Well, that's about all the news from Poinsett. I would like 
to say hello from Superintendent Marshall West and Ranger 
Ed Inabinet, who are presently attending the Police Academy 
in Columbia. Also saying hello is that likeable, lovable, Mr. 
Poinsett himself, Ranger James Washington. 

If you are in the area, please drop in to see us. 

KEITH WINDHAM 
Ranger I 

REDCLIFFE STATE PARK — Spring is knocking on 
the door, and it's almost glorious grass-cutting time. We have 
had a good winter here at Redcliffe. We have all of the 
shutters down, and are cleaning them. We have been working 
with our buildings, getting ready for OSHA personnel. We 
have been cleaning up dead trees in the woods, cutting wood, 
and getting our grass-cutting machinery ready. About the 
only bad news we've had is that the ceiling in the dining room 
of Redcliffe fell, doing costly damage. That's about all until 
next time. 

JEFFREY BENNETT 
Ranger 
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SANTEE STATE PARK — Visitation has been well 
below normal here at Santee State Park during the past 
couple of months due to adverse weather conditions. 
However, we have had several groups of tent campers when 
the temperature was in the twenties! 

Even though the temperature has been way below normal 
and most of our work has been scheduled on the outside, we are 
way ahead on our winter work program. 

The storm that we had on the night of January 25 caused 
quite a bit of damage to the trees and bulkheads around the 
lake. Fort Watson received most of the damage as the lake 
level was above average and the waves went over the re
taining wall. 

We were lucky last week to have obtained from the 
Highway Department some parts from two of their worn out 
dump trucks to make ours look rather new. Parts included 
were two fenders, two doors, one hood, one grille, and one 
grille guard. My thanks go out to Charlie Hatfield, Harry 
Shuler, Rick Bryant, and Frank Bryant for a job well done at 
no cost other than a little time. 

The Santee Bass Masters held their annual meeting with 
us last week and cooked up some very unusual dishes, mostly 
wildlife. Some of their menus included: roasted oysters, 
stuffed duck, dove, roasted pig, baked coon (which was very 
delicious), and Sunday morning finished it off with fried 
quail, scrambled eggs, hominy grits, toast and coffee 
. . . . very good eating!! 

We're looking forward to a very good season and have 
lots of reservations coming in. The largest one is the NCHA 
Spring Campout which will be here on April 28th, 29th, and 
30th. 

TED BARBIE, JR. 
Superintendent 

WOODS BAY STATE PARK — With the cold weather 
surrounding the Bay, one would think there would be very 
little activity. This isn't the case this year with the 
construction of the addition to the boardwalk and constant 
work on the canoe trails. We also added a small amphitheater 
to help promote use of the park. Even though the weather 
was cold, work still went on at a good rate. 

People still came to see the Bay and, despite the weather, 
they are not disappointed in what they see. I have Mother 
Nature to thank for that, with all the winter birds, otters, and 
other wildlife for people to observe. 

I am looking forward to the events that will be happening 
in the coming months. Woods Bay Weekend, which will be 
May 6-7, should be a great success this year. I hope that 
people will be pleased with the canoe trails. 

Even though winter is not over yet, spring is right around 
the corner and will be a welcome sight. In closing I would 
like to wish all of you a prosperous year and would like to 
invite all of you to come see us at the Bay. 

ROY ATKINSON 
Superintendent 

Fort Watson, located near Santee State Park, was the first 
post in South Carolina retaken from the British. The stockade 
fort on this old Indian mound had controlled the road from 
Charleston to Camden as well as the Santee River. On April 
15, 1781, General Francis Marion and Lt. Col. Henry Lee 
encircled it with troops while Maj. Hezekiah Maham built a log 
tower whose fire could command it. On April 23, the 
Americans undermined the works and forced its surrender. 
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Hunting Island Trail Added To National Trails System 

PRT Commission Chairman D. Gene Rickenbaker (left) 
accepts the National Trail Award for the Hunting Island 
Marsh Boardwalk Trail from Luther Windsor. 

A portion of the Marsh Boardwalk Trail at Hunting Island 
State Park. 

Secretary of the Interior Cecil D. Andrus has 
designated the Hunting Island Marsh Boardwalk Trail 
as a National Recreation Trail in the National Trails 
System. 

The award was presented to PRT Commission 
Chairman D. Gene Rickenbaker by Luther Windsor, 
Chief of Resource Study with the Interior Depart
ment's Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 
The presentation took place at a recent monthly 
meeting of the Parks, Recreation and Tourism 
Commission. 

The one thousand foot trail is primarily used for 
nature study of the diverse flora and fauna of the sea 
island and salt marsh. Most of the trail consists of a 
boardwalk that crosses the salt marsh and connects 
the several small islands. 

There are interpretive displays at two kiosks 
adjacent to the boardwalk which provide information 
about the salt marsh environment and the plant and 
animal species living there. 

The trail is already a popular attraction at Hunting 
Island State Park, a 5,000-acre barrier island located 16 
miles southeast of historic Beaufort. A naturalist-
guided tour of the trail is available to park visitors 
during the summer months. 

Chris T. Delaporte, Director of the Interior 
Department's Heritage Conservation and Recreation 
Service, which administers the National Trails pro
gram, said that he is "pleased by the addition of this 
National Recreation Trail as a component of the 
National Trails System." 

The Hunting Island trail is the third National 
Recreation Trail in South Carolina and the 127th in the 
nation. Others in South Carolina include the trail 
system at Table Rock State Park and Westvaco's 
Edisto Nature Trail in Colleton County. The state park 
system in South Carolina has two other boardwalk 
nature trails, a 500' trail at Woods Bay State Park in 
the Pee Dee and a 932' trail at Huntington Beach State 
Park on the coast between Murrells Inlet and Pawley's 
Island. 
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District III 

The past several months have been busy ones with 
District III personnel working at the task of trying to 
complete the numerous winter work projects which were 
approved by the Central Office Staff last fall. In addition, we 
have also been working at upgrading wells and water storage 
facilities in the District in order to comply with the 
Department of Health and Environmental Control require
ments. 

Safety Officer Ed Brown recently completed his annual 
safety inspection of District III Parks and added still another 
dimension to our work schedule. We must correct quite a 
number of deficiencies in safety requirements in order to meet 
certain OSHA standards or face severe penalties and fines. 
Much progress has been made to date and our efforts 
continue, with the excellent cooperation of each individual 
park superintendent and his staff. With any luck at all, we 
will be able to complete all of our projected work programs 
on schedule. 

We have met several times recently with members of the 
Central Office Staff, representatives from the Greenville 
County Soil and Water Conservation Department and others 
from the S. C. Wildlife and Marine Resources Department to 
go over plans to control erosion in the newly acquired Jones 
Gap property. Work on this project is tentatively scheduled 
to begin the first of May and will require six to twelve months to 
complete. The individuals involved in this project will be 
provided through one of the recently created federal work 
programs. The purpose of this project is to improve the 
quality of the fishing along the Middle Saluda River, which 
originates along the upper regions of Jones Gap and flows 
through the valley below. 

Our sincere thanks to all District III personnel for their 
safe driving record during the last six months — please try to 
keep up this good record. 

ROBERT G. JONES 
District III Superintendent 



CROFT STATE PARK — The unusual weather we've 
had these past few months has really left its effects on our 
park. Many trees were downed by the high wind along the 
main road and in our camping area. The bad weather also 
had its effect on park visitors, but we're ready for spring and, 
with better weather, the return of many park visitors. 

From all reports everyone here at Croft enjoyed the 
holidays. Richard Isaac and wife Lynn made a trip back to 
Tennessee while Douglas Cothran and wife Jenean headed 
south to Florida. The Hayes family was busy getting our 
daughter Donna married in January. 

Our spring program is again full with horse shows each 
month, and on May 6-7 a Formula I Pylon Race is scheduled 
by the local Sky Knights Model Airplane Club. Many 
families have already reserved their special picnic shelter for 
their outing so it looks like a good season. Come to see us if 
you're in this area. 

RAY HAYES 
Superintendent 

KEOWEE-TOXAWAY STATE PARK — Another 
winter is almost over. Already you can see some new spring 
growth on some of the shrubs around the park. Park 
visitation is also picking up as the days start to get warmer. 

The winter this year was a lot milder than last year as far 
as temperature goes. We didn't have any snow but did have 
our share of rain which put a damper on park projects and 
on public visitation. 

The cabins have been renting real well this winter. We 
reservations prior to three weeks of date of use" restrictions. 
This was lifted the last of January and already we have filled 
the summer and almost every weekend for the spring and fall. 

We have had a lot of sickness among the park family this 
year. The flu and colds have taken their toll, but everyone is 
on the mend and hopefully warmer weather will bring healthy 
bodies. 

The hiking trail is in good shape and ready for the influx 
of hikers who are already taking advantage of the warm 
sun. 

Bye for now. Come to see us. 

JOHN RHODES 
Superintendent 

OCONEE STATE PARK — As I look out across a 
frozen swimming area, I think of editor Sawyer and his 
spring issue of Park Lites. Perhaps by the time this issue is 
printed, all the snow and ice will be gone. We have had one 
good snow, one good sleet and snow, and now the hard 
freeze that is getting the lake ready for ice skating. Somehow 
this puts us in the mood for some warm balmy weather and 
the smell of honeysuckle and mountain laurel. 

The cabins have been renting real good this winter. We 
get more interesting questions about the cabins this time of 
year, and some of these questions I would like to share with 
you. 

1. Does those cabins you have, have a bathroom in 
them? 

2. How much are your cabins up there at that ski lodge? 

3. Is the snow you have there man-made or natural? 

4. Due to the extreme cold weather, can I bring my dog 
to the cabins? 

Ceramic tile has been added to the bathrooms at cabins 
14 through 20, a marked improvement from the old tin 
showers. 

BOB COTHRAN 
Superintendent 

Several hundred persons attended the Spring Hoedown, 
held March 17-19 at Oconee State Park. Workshop sessions 
were followed by an opportunity to put new ideas into 
practice during a square dance in the park's multi-purpose 
building, "The Barn." (Photo by Jeanette Langford) 
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A pleasant disposition and a friendly smile 90 a long way 
to leave a favorable impression with park visitors. Oconee 
State Park Superintendent registers a camper in front of the 
park trading post. 

PARIS MOUNTAIN STATE PARK — Greetings once 
again from Paris Mountain! The effects of winter have been 
rather devastating! We lost a number of our tall pines in 
February due to 70 m.p.h. wind gusts. Luckily, we had no 
serious problems as a result of these winds. However, the 
winds did destroy Ranger Blackwell's utility house, and 
Ranger Creech and his family were without electricity for a 
few days. In addition, debris was scattered over our grounds. 

Nevertheless, we still have had our share of campers 
despite the cold winter weather. On sunny days, we have had 
numerous people riding through the park. 

In the very near future, we hope to start renovating the 
latrine at Camp Buckhorn and also rewiring the staff 
quarters. 

Well, it's time to close for now. May all of you have a safe 
and prosperous summer. 

GINGER BLACKWELL 
Daughter of Ranger Blackwell 

PLEASANT RIDGE STATE PARK — We at Pleasant 
Ridge have been working hard to keep everything running 
smoothly in spite of the cold weather. 

Our cabins have been full almost every weekend this 
winter. We've had everyone from a state representative to a 
group of USC students who were on a training course in 
group counseling. During the holidays, families from all parts 
of the state enjoyed a quiet, old-fashioned Christmas with us. 
We hope that all of you had happy holidays. 

Our camping area usage has slowed down since the cold 
weather, but we have had a few souls for one night while 
traveling or spending the holidays with relatives and friends 
near-by. 

Along with the cabins and camping we have also been 
busy re-working our well and pumps to meet health 
requirements. 

Our next order of business is getting ready for the spring 
and summer. We look forward to hearing from you in the 
future. 

HOMER STANTON, JR. 
Ranger 

ROSE HILL STATE PARK — Our family enjoyed the 
Christmas holidays by entertaining several of our friends 
from Fort Lauderdale, Florida. Our son in the Navy was not 
at home for Christmas but did get home for twelve days leave 
over New Years. That made the holiday season much happier 
for us. 

A heavy wind and rain storm hit our park January 25, 
uprooting several trees and knocking out our power for two 
days. The ranger and his family moved in with some of their 
relatives, while my wife and I enjoyed our fireplace to keep 
warm and our candlelight to see by. We ate and took baths at 
our children's home in the city. It was fun to listen to a battery-
powered radio at night while sitting by the fire, as it takes a 
person back a few years. 

Since the weather has been wet and cold, we are looking 
for spring to arrive soon. 

FRED H. BELK 
Superintendent 

SADLERS CREEK STATE PARK — Well, Christmas 
is over and all of us at Sadlers Creek had a wonderful 
holiday. We are now hoping for a little better weather than 
we've had for the past few months. Most of us have had the 
flu. We just finished clearing fallen trees that a storm blew 
down a few weeks ago when, two days later, a similar one came 
through and now we're back where we started from! We at 
Sadlers Creek are proud to have working with us, a new 
Ranger who came here when William Crawford was 
promoted to Ranger II and transferred to Hunting Island. 
His name is Andy Shore. Welcome aboard, Andy. Andy is 
quite a sportsman and likes to duck hunt best. Speaking of 
hunting, Superintendent Frank Baughman went quail 
hunting during the holidays and didn't get a one. However, 
he did manage to bag two deer (he said). Just kidding Frank, 
we believe you! Well summer is just around the corner, and 
we are looking for a better one than ever. If any of you are in 
our neighborhood, drop by and see us. 

HERB JONES 
Ranger II 

TABLE ROCK STATE PARK — Activities here at 
Table Rock have tapered off since the last park report but 
cabin rentals have stayed about the same. Camping has been 
slow this season because of the cold weather, but work 
projects and maintenance activities have gone rather well. 
One project which will be completed soon is the leveling of 
the parking barriers in the main parking lot. This project has 
taken a considerable amount of time, but with the new oak 
boards and a fresh coat of paint the parking lot will look 
great. We have also been varnishing the cabin walls and 
doing assorted odd jobs to get the cabins ready for next 
summer. 

We are looking forward to the First Annual Table Rock 
Arts and Crafts Festival on May 6th and 7th. It looks like 
another great year for PRT! Stop by if you are ever up in 
this neck of the woods! 

R. A. MITCHELL 
Ranger III 
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Unsung Ambassadors of Good Will 
Over eleven million persons visited South Carolina 

State Parks last year. Since most of this visitation 
takes place in the warmer months, you can be sure 
that a large majority of these visitors were served by 
seasonal employees. In fact, this is the on/y contact 
that many park visitors have with park employees. 
Therefore, the importance of having dependable, 
pleasant people in the seasonal positions should not be 
underestimated. 

In the pre-season orientation for naturalists and 
recreators there is a great deal of emphasis placed on 
appearance, behavior, and public image. The most 
important thing a family receives from a park visit 
could be the memory of holding a snake for the first 
time or learning to square dance. The programs 
specialists are thrust into situations of dealing with 
individuals and small groups, so it is easy to see how 
they can make a lasting impression on park visitors. 

Park aid and waterfront positions should not be 
regarded as totally impersonal, however. The only 
opportunity for a boy or girl to learn the basic 
swimming strokes might have been provided through 
the patience of a state park lifeguard. The enthusiasm 
that a park aid displays as he registers campers or 
answers questions will greatly influence whether a 
family makes a return visit. 

Since people seldom take the time to acknowledge 
their park experiences unless they are unpleasant, the 
efforts of the seasonal employees will remain unsung. 
Therefore, one can assume that these people are 
continuing to serve the public and the state park 
system well. 

Dan Turpin 
Chief of Recreation 
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Energy Saver 
Attic Openings: 

Pay close attention to the places and spaces in 
your attic where air infiltration is adding to the heating 
load of your home. 

Attic access doors should be weatherstripped. In 
addition, cut a piece of insulation board the size of 
your attic door and tack to the attic side. This will 
materially improve the thermal characteristics of a 
panel or hollow core door. 

If you have a scuttle hole, weatherstrip it also and 
insulate the back of the scuttle panel. 

One last note — when checking your attic 
openings, stuff insulation around pipes, flues or 
chimneys where they extend into attic spaces. 

William C. Lucas 
Chief of Construction Park Lites 
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District IV 

Spring has sprung, winter is gone, and there is still much 
work to be done. Between the weather and the flu, some 
work programs are behind schedule with the busy season fast 
approaching. The following are some of the major projects 
being done or completed. Other than these, the general 
maintenance of repainting signs and buildings as well as 
repairs, etc. has been going on at each park. 

Andrew Jackson — Reroofing of the superintendent's 
residence is completed. 

Baker Creek — Electrical rewiring of the old campground 
is nearing completion. 

Dreher Island — At last, construction has started with 
the installing of water and sewer lines! 

Greenwood — New supports have replaced several of the 
more deteriorated ones on three of the shelters. 

Hamilton Branch — Installation of disconnects on the 
power supply throughout the park is nearing completion. 
Addition of a shed to the maintenance shop has been 
completed. 

Hickory Knob — Electrical rewiring of the campground 
and repair of several cabin floors is complete, while the 
landscaping program continues. 

Landsford Canal — Recently, a log cabin was obtained 
through the Chester Historical Society for relocation at 
Landsford. This building has been dismantled, moved to the 
park, and stored until restoration plans are complete. 

Kings Mountain — Bathhouse renovation has been 
completed. The winterization of Camp Cherokee continues 
and the nursery is still growing with increasing numbers of 
plants. 

Sesqui — The electrical rewiring of the old campground is 
nearing completion. 

C. F. PARKMAN 
District IV Superintendent 

ANDREW JACKSON STATE PARK — Winter is still 
very much with us here at Andrew Jackson. Wind and ice 
storms have done considerable damage to our cedar and pine 
trees. Somehow, between cleaning up after these storms, we 
have completed most of our winter work programs. However, 
we still have a few loose ends to tie together. Our most time-
consuming job has been scraping and puttying the museum 
windows. There has also been a new roof installed on the 
Superintendent's residence. We have cut and removed a thick 
growth of bushes from the lake dam. 

Weekend attendance is picking up tremendously, as we 
have had a few clear weekends recently. Even with 20 degree 
nights, a sunny 45 degree day gives some people the notion 
that summer is here. On one recent Saturday, a family had 
toured the park and museum but obviously hadn't found 
what they were looking for. They contacted the ranger and 
asked, "Isn't there a beach somewhere around here?". We 
anticipate getting back into the busy summer routine, so let's 
all do our share to have a safe and happy year. 

STEVE BUCHANAN 
Ranger 

A sure sign of spring is Andrew Jackson Superintendent 
Lew Griffin tending his flowers near the park entrance. 

BAKER CREEK STATE PARK — The winter just went 
too fast for me! Within 2 to 2'/$ months summer will be here 
again! We at Baker Creek don't mind though. After rewiring 
one of our campgrounds in the freezing cold, painting fences 
and buildings in the cold, and clearing brush in the coldest of 
weather, really be glad to see the hot air from the south 
come again! 

We are expecting an excellent summer season here. We've 
been working on being prepared for this summer since last 
October and I believe we are just about ready. We still have 
to sharpen the sling blades, power mower, and bush hog so 
we can begin the war on grass. But really folks, we at 
Baker Creek hope all the park personnel and staff have a 
great summer and fall to follow. 

P.S. If you don't know what a sling blade is, just ask 
any park Ranger. I'm not able to print my definition! 

ROBERT WILLIS 
Ranger 
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CHESTER STATE PARK — Here at Chester we have a 
pond that at times could be used as an ice skating rink. The 
ducks that began their migration in November have left us, 
for the most part, in time to escape these freezing 
temperatures. However, through the thick of the winter, we 
still have a great blue heron that seems to be enjoying his stay 
on the park. Every so often a park visitor will observe this 
heron or the large hen turkey that we have on the premises. 
The visitors that are fortunate to make these sightings usually 
feel that their visit to the park has been rewarded. 

The frozen ground here at Chester has hampered our 
efforts to locate existing water lines. These water lines must 
be traced in order to upgrade our water system to meet state 
regulations. We plan to complete this task before the summer 
season. 

The Timms' family has been bemoaning the cold weather as 
the flu bug has hit the entire family at one time or another. 
As of now the Timms are about recovered; the two boys, 
Brian and Patrick, are getting rambunctious anticipating the 
warm weather ahead and time to be spent out-of-doors. 

My thanks to Drew Kennedy and Jim Work who 
conducted a useful maintenance course in Columbia this past 
January. 

JOE LAFERTE 
Ranger I 

DREHER ISLAND STATE PARK — It's finally 
happening; Dreher Island State Park is actually under 
construction! The contractor for the construction of water 
and wastewater lines, waste treatment plant, and lift stations 
moved in on February 2. At present they are now clearing the 
right-of-way for the service road to the treatment plant site. 
All rights-of-way will likely be cleared before any pipe is laid. 

After this crew is well into their phase of construction, 
bids will be received on the other park facilities, such as the 
residences, maintenance shop, tackle shop, rest stations, 
camp sites, picnic shelters and recreation building. 

Signs of construction finally appear at Dreher Island, such 
as this sewage collection line. 

For various reasons, such as security of equipment and 
supplies, and the safety of the general public, a decision has 
been made to close the park to public use during the 
construction period. We are looking to a tentative completion 
date of October 10, 1978 for all the above mentioned 
facilities. 

As my part in this development is only starting, 
recognition should be given to persons responsible for getting 
this far. I am sure that Pearce Thomson, Bill Lucas, Dicky 
Bouknight, Freddie Parkman, and other personnel involved 
in planning and future development of Dreher Island, are as 
pleased as I am with the actual start of construction. 

Also, as the island has had a past history of problems and 
frustrations concerning permit and lease approval, it is with 
considerable pleasure that we make this announcement. 

ROBERT F. PARRISH 
Superintendent 

Judging from the number of people fishing at Greenwood 
State Park, Lake Greenwood is one of the best places around 
to "wet your line!" 

GREENWOOD STATE PARK — Park attendance has 
really been slow so far this winter. The lake has been muddy 
for about three months, and most of the fishermen ride in, 
look at the lake and ride back out. It will probably take a 
long dry spell to clear the lake up and at present it doesn't 
seem too promising. Regardless of the weather, we have been 
getting a lot of necessary work done on the park. We recently 
installed a night light at the trading post which will greatly 
improve the vision of our campers this summer. We also 
straightened and leveled some of our wooden playground 
equipment, which I am sure the children will appreciate. 
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The bad wind storm of three weeks ago took its toll of 
pine trees on the park, one of which knocked out our power 
for 27 hours. It took us a full week of cutting and hauling to 
restore the park to its normal appearance. Since the storm, 
State Park Naturalist Joe Frank Watson has marked a lot of 
our trees for cutting because of disease or to thin out thp 
thicker places. Everyone here had a nice holiday season. We 
all got to go home sometime during the holidays to give the 
grandparents a chance to see the children and load them up 
with gifts. We are looking forward to a great summer and 
would like to wish all of you a safe summer season. 

BILL BOYCE 
Ranger 

HAMILTON BRANCH STATE PARK — The winter 
work began with landscaping the entrance to the park, the 
Superintendent's residence, office, and picnic area rest room. 
It later shifted to hauling off the slash left from thinning 
operations in the picnic area. We then built a shed along two 
walls of the existing shop. After the holidays, electrical 
cutoffs were installed in the twenty-four transformers located 
throughout the park to make safe any repairs to individual 
campsites as well as to slice power costs during future 
winters. Recent days have found us cleaning campsites and 
painting buildings in preparation for the coming season. 

CHRIS HANSON 
Ranger 

HICKORY KNOB STATE RESORT PARK — It has 
been a busy winter here at Hickory Knob. Attendance for 
December and January showed an increase over previous 
years. The park crew has worked extra hard to complete 
rewiring the campground and planted shrubbery to enhance 
the beauty of the lodge and entrance of the park. It is a 
pleasure to be associated with such a hard working and 
conscientious crew. 

We have had several bad wind storms this winter. On one 
occasion a tree was blown across the cab of one of the park 
trucks resulting in about $250 damage to the truck. Another 
storm had the rangers working all day removing trees that 
had blown across the park roads. I understand that a couple 
of the rangers spent a sleepless night during that storm 
wondering if their trailer was going to be blown away! 

There have been some personnel changes here at Hickory 
Knob since the last Park Lites. Mike Davidson has replaced 
Luci as Lodge Manager. A big welcome goes out to Mike as 
he takes on a hectic job. Ranger Alan Barwick, by hook or 
crook, has managed to land a fine young lady for his wife. 
Debra, a registered nurse, has taken a job here in McCormick 
and seems to enjoy being part of the park family. 

This spring looks like it will be a busy one. We have five 
fishing tournaments scheduled to be fished out of Hickory 
Knob this spring. The Hickory Knob Conservation Mini-
Summit will be held in April. The Western Square Dance 
Spring Fling will be held in May with dancers from all over 
the southeast expected to attend. 

If you see that you need a day or two of fun and 
relaxation this spring before the summer season, come on up 
and stay with us. We promise not to ask you to go on the 
garbage run or to wake you in the middle of the night to help 
with a maintenance problem! 

TED WILLIAMS 
Superintendent 

KINGS MOUNTAIN STATE PARK — The winter of 
1977-1978 has been a cold one here at Kings Mountain, but 
maintenance has been our goal and, regardless of the weather 
conditions, a lot has been accomplished. A wind and rain 
storm on January 25 uprooted approximately thirty-five 
trees, and two of the cabins at Camp York had $500 damage 
from fallen trees. We have erected another greenhouse 
building which will give room for several hundred more 
plants. At the present, we have three greenhouse buildings in 
operation and this one will give us the space we have been 
needing to complete our operation. At Camp Cherokee "A" 
Unit we have stripped down five cabins, set new window sash 
and weather boarding, and plan to rewire, insulate, and 
panel the interior of these cabins before May 1. 

The bathhouse at Lake Crawford has had its face lifted 
with new weather boarding and soon will get a new paint job, 
weather permitting. 

The cotton gin at the Living History Farm is about ready 
for the gears to be installed. Thanks go out to T. M. Shuler 
and his crews for hanging in there with the bad weather 
conditions. Present plans are to open the Living History 
Farm this year to school groups, the general public, and any 
other groups that are interested in expanding their knowledge 
of how our forefathers survived. Any large group that is 
interested in making a tour of the History Farm may do so 
by calling Ranger Ricky Davis at 222-9300 for information. 

My wife Blanche, who had surgery on her right knee 
January 30, is back home now recuperating. We have a new 
granddaughter, Carolyn Renee, born to Mike and Sandy 
Jordan on December 10, 1977, of which we are proud. 

Ranger Dennis Hart's wife, Darlene is now an Artex 
instructor and has painting classes in private homes. Artex is 
a form of liquid embroidery. Dennis spends all his spare time 
painting pictures and also paints designs on clothing. He says 
that it's a very relaxing hobby. 

Dennis said the most exciting things that have happened 
around his house were the antics of his youngest son Curtis 
O'Neal on his first birthday. Darlene made him a chocolate 
cake and let him go at it. You should have seen the mess! 

LEE JORDAN 
Superintendent 

A young family out for an afternoon stroll at Kings 
Mountain National Military Park. 
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LANDSFORD CANAL STATE PARK I think that 
1978 will be the best year in our state parks, with tourism on 
the increase. I'm sure it will be felt as well as seen on the 
revenue reports. 

At the present, things are slow at Landsford with only a 
few fishermen coming out each day, and a few visitors 
stopping by to see the "works" of bygone days and to 
wonder and comment on how the canal has withstood the 
test of time. 

On February 7th, our daughter, Sherry and her husband, 
Carroll presented us with a granddaughter weighing in at 8 
lbs. 2 ozs. The new and most precious member of the family 
was named Brandi and it goes without saying that she 
definitely rules the Brucke household! 

Charles Love and the manpower workers are still cleaning 
up the park from the wind storm we had a few weeks ago. 
The park lost a number of pine trees during the storm. Until 
next time, God bless. 

MARSHALL L. BRUCKE 
Superintendent 

SESQUICENTENNIAL STATE PARK — Warmest 
Greetings to Everyone from "Sesqui". 

Gee, Christmas passed by quickly, didn't it? It is Park 
Lites time again and one does not appreciate that term fully 
until you change the spelling to PARK LIGHTS and you 
have none. Our lights were off for 24 hours after the big wind 
and rain storm. It sure made a mess! We are still cleaning up 
broken limbs and fallen trees and opening up clogged 
drainage ditches. Fortunately, we had no serious damage but 
we had several near misses that could have been serious and 
costly. One huge pine missed Ranger Corley's residence and 
smashed a trampoline about ten feet from his door. Rod said 
it didn't bounce even once! Another pine fell on my house 
about a mile from the park and knocked a hole in the roof. 
One of our pedal boats was damaged slightly and Gus 
Krajeik's boat at his place on Lake Murray was damaged. 

The cold weather is delaying some of our winter programs 
but we are making some progress. The first Basic 
Maintenance Course for 1978 was completed recently at our 
Training Center and another is scheduled for the latter part 
of February. This year has started slowly but I hope it is not 
indicative of the balance of the year. Camping is down about 
50% and revenue down about 33% compared to the first six 
weeks of 1977. 

Vandals are still active, however. They destroyed the 
padlock on our main entrance gate and cut a large chain 
blocking a road that was closed due to a wash-out. They then 
blocked the road to the Superintendent's residence. Oh well, 
without these little distractions, think how dull life would be! 
We extend our sympathy to Ranger Canada and his wife 
Miriam, in the loss of her grandmother last week. This dear 
lady was 109 years old. We were very happy to be visited by 
Don Holloway from "The Knob" recently, and would be 
pleased for any of you to drop in when you are in the 
Columbia area. 

The Sesqui Scribe, 
JIM MEADORS 
Superintendent 

Youngsters enjoy the free-form wooden playground equip
ment at Sesquicentennial State Park. Similar equipment is 
located at other parks throughout the system. 

Safety and Job Training Officer Ed Brown (right) checks 
the head bandage applied by Sesqui Ranger Raymond Canada 
on Historic Researcher Ray Sigmond. 
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Bernetha Daise 
Henry Doughty 
Patricia Haselden 
Sarah J. Jefferies 
Michael Kyzer 
Roily M. Metts 
Larry McPherson 
Jeanette Mimms 
Cheryl Newman 
Walter Reed 
Michael Reese 
Richard Rumph 
Bobby W. Schumpert 
Elmer Scott 
Andy Shore 
Willard Thompson 
Chevis Wald 
Donald Wood 

New Employees 
Custodial Worker II, Hunting Island 
Ranger I, Charles Towne Landing 
Canteen Operator I, Charles Towne Landing 
Canteen Operator I, Charles Towne Landing 
Ranger I, Myrtle Beach 
Ranger I, Charles Towne Landing 
Ranger I, Cheraw 
Custodial Worker II, Hickory Knob 
Info Clerk I, Charles Towne Landing 
Animal Caretaker I, Charles Towne Landing 
Ranger I, Old Dorchester 
Canteen Operator I, Charles Towne Landing 
Trades Worker Supervisor, Field Maintenance & Construction 
Groundskeeper I, Charles Towne Landing 
Ranger I, Sadlers Creek 
Ranger I, Charles Towne Landing 
Trades Helper, Field Maintenance & Construction 
Ranger I, Edisto 

Promotions and Transfers 
Name 
Douglas Cothran 
Frank Couch 
William Crawford 
Mike Davidson 
David Gadsden 
Joseph Laferte 
Ed Nesbit 
David Nute 
David Pascoe 
Cecil Pruette 
Wayne T. Smith 
James Taylor 
Marshall West 
H. K. Windham 

From 
Ranger II, Croft 
PMA, Hunting Island 
Ranger I, Sadlers Creek 
Assistant Superintendent, Santee 
Canteen Operator I, CTL 
Ranger I, Chester 
Superintenent I, Lynches River 
Groundskeeper I, CTL 
Ranger I, Edisto 
Ranger II, Cheraw 
Ranger III, Cheraw 
Superintendent III, Poinsett 
Superintendent II, Aiken 
Ranger I, Poinsett 

Resignations 
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Stan Bauer 
Bruce Cannon 
Tony Cannon 
Tillman Erwin 
H. A. Gadsden 
Kimberly Herlong 
Luther Kemmerlin 
Anne A. King 
Gertrude Kuykendall 
Roger Lee Lay 
Nadine B. Leegett 
Myrtle Ruth Leverette 

To 
Ranger III, Croft 
Assistant Superintendent, Santee 
Ranger II, Hunting Island 
Lodge Manager, Hickory Knob 
Info Clerk I, CTL 
PMA, Hunting Island 
Superintendent II, Aiken 
Ranger I, CTL 
Ranger II, Croft 
Ranger III, Cheraw 
Superintendent I, Lynches River 
Superintendent IV, Hunting Island 
Superintendent III, Poinsett 
Ranger II, Cheraw 

Isaiah Lowman 
Harold Lynch 
Pamela Martin 
Mary McCoy 
Roily Metts 
Michael S. Peay 
Warren T. Player 
Walter S. Reed 
Luci Smythe 
Emily Stone 
Carmen White 
Louise Wideman 
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Ramblings From The Editor 

LIFE'S 
EXTRAS 

Only one copy remained, partially hidden by other 
tracts in the rack. I stopped in the vestibule to look for 
new materials as our family was leaving church one 
Sunday morning, and its bright yellow color caught my 
eye. The name . . . "Life's Extras" . . . was not unusual 
but its author . . . Archibald Rutledge . . . commanded 
my utmost attention. After all, Hampton Plantation, 
former home of the late Archibald Rutledge, is one of 
our state parks. I decided that it was my duty to 
become familiar with his writing, so into my pocket it 
went. 

It took only a few minutes to read the twenty small 
pages of the booklet, but many of Rutledge's thoughts 
have been on my mind during the past few weeks. One 
of his basic thoughts . . . and the underlying theme of 
the pamphlet . . . was that the world around us 
consists of two kinds of things: necessities and extras. 
Sunlight, air, water, food and shelter are included in 
the list of necessities, whereas music, flowers, 
moonlight and starlight are "extras." We can live 
without them, but these extras certainly can make our 
lives more enjoyable. 

Please notice the inclusion of the word "can" in the 
last sentence. The subtle hues or brilliant shades of a 
sunrise or sunset can truly make our lives more 
enjoyable, but we must take the time to appreciate 
them for what they are! You might think of them as 
the world's finest art galleries, yet your only admission 
fee is a few moments of your time. 

What musical composition' can compare with the 
spring song of a robin or mockingbird? Or what 
painting of waves thundering over a craggy coastline 
can compare with the sights and sounds of that exact 
location? 

All of life's extras may not be spectacular, but can 
certainly be appreciated. I have always enjoyed the 
sound of rain beating down on the roof, and this past 
weekend provided me with an opportunity to attend a 
"rain concert." We can fully appreciate the warm, 
sunny days only when we have experienced the 
dismal, gray rainy days. 

The flower in the background, appropriately 
enough, is Claytonia Virginica, or Spring 
Beauty. 

There may be many topics that our state park field 
personnel have disagreements about, but they all agree 
that state parks are marvelous places to live and bring 
up their children. This statement has been made to me 
many times during interviews with superintendents and 
rangers. One reason that I think this is true lies in the 
overabundance of life's "extras" at our state parks. 
Whether located along the coast, in the midlands or 
the foothills of the Blue Ridge, South Carolina state 
parks are filled to the brim with an endless variety of 
extras! 

I think that many park visitors tend to take park 
facilities and activities for granted. They expect a 
campsite to be freshly raked, and they expect the 
water to be hot in the comfort station. However, the 
degree to which they discover and enjoy the "extras" 
may make the difference between a mediocre trip and 
a truly memorable one. A park visitor might see 
hundreds of people at a state park on a busy summer 
day, and not remember anything about them. 
However, what youngster would not remember vividly 
the sight of a deer or a racoon scurrying into the 
woods near a campsite or cabin? 

Rutledge was not fascinated by the tabulating of 
life's necessities and life's extras, but rather by the 
question . . . "Who put them here, and for what 
purpose?" He answered the question in several ways 
.... "A thoughtful consideration of life's extras has 
done more to give my faith in God actual conviction 
that all the sermons I ever heard .... If one is honest 
with himself when he asks the question, What is it that 
perishes? he will be obliged to answer, Everything that 
the eye sees .... For the strength that is permanent, 
we have to lean on visions. For immortal hope, we 
have to trust, not the things that we perceive but those 
invisible things that our spirits affirm .... Whatever 
my religion may be worth, I feel deeply that life's extras 
have given it to me; and time shall not take it from 
me." 

Wherever you live, and wherever your travels take 
you, I hope that you will take time from your hectic 
schedule to notice and appreciate some of life's extras. 
What better time to indulge in this activity than 
springtime, when the landscape is bursting forth in all 
its glory! 

Dana L. Sawyer 
Editor 
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More than six hundred persons participated in twenty "Wildflower Weekend" field trips on two weekends in 
April. These trips to both publicly and privately protected natural areas were led by many of the state's foremost 
botanists and naturalists. This field trip at Poinsett State Park was led by Dr. John Logue, faculty member of USC's 
Sumter Regional Campus (center foreground). Dr. Oscar LaBorde (extreme left), a "guest participant" on this field 
trip, led two of the Highlands Wildflower field trips. 


