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I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of 
our state park personnel for another excellent 
summer's operation. All of you are to be congratulated 
for completing the swimming season without a 
drowning in any of our protected swimming areas. The 
various water safety programs that have been 
conducted each year such as those at Cheraw State 
Park are certainly paying off. 

From all indications, this summer's attendance will 
again surpass all previous years. The fact that some of 
our personnel have been deputized as peace officers 
has contributed to the smooth operation that we have 
had during the past few months. 

A new phase of operation will be added to our state 
park system on September 30th. A resident Young 
Adult Conservation Camp (YACC) will be established 
at Sesquicentennial State Park near Columbia. Living 
facilities will be provided for some thirty-six young 
adults who will perform a variety of tasks within our 
state park system. Where housing is available, we will 
be able to move these young people into these areas 
for long periods of time to perform various conserva
tion and maintenance jobs. This program has been 

established for four years and we look forward to 
many worthwhile accomplishments from it. 

We appreciate the continuing interest and concern 
of our PRT Commission in studying and recom
mending budget items for needed park improvements 
to the state legislature, and to that body for approving 
funds for their completion. Two recently-completed 
projects are the swimming pool at Croft State Park 
and the Solomon Blatt Community Center at Barnwell 
State Park. Examples of upcoming projects are a multi
purpose building at Table Rock State Park and a 
swimming pool at Lynches River State Park. 

nQ. 

Ray M. Sisk, Director 
Division of State Parks 
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Two New P.R.T. Commissioners . . . 

FRANK W. BRUMLEY 

Born in Port St. Joe, Florida in 1940, Mr. Brumley 
grew up in St. Marys, Georgia and received his 
Bachelor of Business Administration degree from the 
University of Georgia. After several years in the 
banking field in Georgia, he joined the Sea Pines 
Company of Hilton Head Island, S. C., as Executive 
Vice President of the Cumberland Island Company. 
After Sea Pines sold its Cumberland holdings to the 
National Park Service in 1970, Brumley was in
strumental in purchasing 3,000 acres on Amelia Island, 
Florida and establishing a new Sea Pines Company 
subsidiary for subsequent development. Brumley was 
named as Executive Vice President and General 
Manager of the Amelia Island Company, a position he 
held until named to fill that post for the Kiawah Island 
Company from 1973-1978. 

Mr. Brumley recently announced his resignation 
from the Kiawah Island Company in conjunction with 
the formation of his own Real Estate Development 
Corporation in Charleston. The Brumley Company, 
located at 145 King Street will specialize in the areas of 
commercial and investment real estate. 

Named as one of the Outstanding Young Men of 
America in 1972, Brumley is currently a member of the 
Board of Directors of the Charleston Trident Chamber 
of Commerce, First National Bank of South Carolina 
in Charleston and the Trident Academy of Mt. 

Pleasant. In June, 1978 Governor James B. Edwards 
appointed Mr. Brumley to the South Carolina Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism Commission representing the 
First Congressional District, for a five year term to 
expire in 1983. He also serves as a member of the 
Coordinating Committee for the Spoleto Festival 
U.S.A. and has served for a three year term as a 
member of the Board of the Charleston United Way 
Appeal. 

A member of the First Scots Presbyterian Church, 
he resides with his wife Blanche and three daughters, 
Jane, Leigh and Kate at 90 Church Street, in 
Charleston. 

As chief executive officer of several major 
development companies over the last ten years, 
Brumley has gained significant experience in the fields 
of hotel operations, finance, land planning, building and 
construction, marketing, golf and tennis and other 
major aspects of the recreation and tourism business. 

Under Brumley's leadership, the Kiawah Island 
Company was recently awarded a State Recreation 
Award for its efforts at Beach Walker Park located on 
Kiawah Island. An oceanfront park, open to the 
general public, this facility has been cited as one of the 
finest examples of cooperation between the public and 
private sectors in the area of recreation. 
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CHARLES A. BUNDY 

Native of Cheraw, South Carolina. 

Graduate of Wofford College — 1951. 

1951-1954 — Employed with J. P. Stevens 
Company in Rockingham, N. C. Director of pro
duction planning. Also wrote weekly column for the 
Richmond County Journal. 

1954-1956 — Manager of Jesup, Georgia Chamber 
of Commerce. 

1956-1961 — Manager of Lancaster, South Caro
lina, Chamber of Commerce. 

1961-1965 — District Manager of Chamber of 
Commerce of the United States, based in Birmingham, 
Alabama. In this position, worked with local Chambers 
of Commerce in Alabama, Mississippi, Tennessee and 
parts of Georgia and Florida. 

1965-1971 — Executive Vice President of Macon, 
Georgia Chamber of Commerce. 

1971-1972 — Executive Vice President of Greg 
Enterprises, Lancaster, South Carolina. 

1972-1978 — President of Elliott White Springs 
Foundation, Inc. and President of Frances Ley Springs 
Foundation, Inc., headquartered in Lancaster, South 
Carolina. 

Married to the former Margaret Jackson of 
Birmingham, Alabama, and they have three sons — 
Charles, Jr., in graduate school at the University of 
South Carolina; Robert, a student at USC-Lancaster 
and Dan, who is in high school. 

Methodist; Chairman of Administrative Board at 
First United Methodist Church in Lancaster. President 
of Lancaster Rotary Club. Past president of the 
Lancaster County Chamber of Commerce. 

Member of the Board of Trustees at Columbia 
College. 
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DISTRICT I 
George Gordon, Superintendent 

Old Dorchester State Park 
DISTRICT II 

Robert Fowler, Superintendent 
Goodale State Park 

DISTRICT III 
Dave Blackwell, Ranger 

Paris Mountain State Park 
DISTRICT IV 
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Kings Mountain State Park 

Joe Frank Watson, Chief Naturalist 
Division of State Parks 

F. Marion Dwight 
Former CCC Camp Superintendent 

Poinsett State Park Superintendent and 
Assistant State Park Director in charge of 

Historical Areas 

GEORGE GORDON — Although technically a Yankee, since 
he was born in New York state, George considers himself a 
Southerner. His parents were originally from Chesterfield, South 
Carolina but moved to New York and lived there for a number of 
years while his father ran a television sales and repair shop. He 
retired about four years ago and he and his wife live in Bunnell, 
Florida. George has a brother in New York who is an electronics 
engineer, and a sister living in Florida who is a hospital 
administrator. 

George attended a vocational high school up in "Yankeeland," 
and specialized in TV repair (naturally)! Six years in the Navy gave 
George the opportunity to see the world, and he saw most of it. He 
met his wife, Diane, at her brother's wedding in New Jersey. Her 
parents, also from Cheraw, were friends of George's parents. Her 
farther, P. C. McLaurin, recently retired after serving as Cheraw's 
Chief of Police for 18 years, while her mother operates the "Country 
Kitchen" Restaurant in Cheraw. After a six-year courtship, they 
were married in July, 1967 and George set up a TV sales and service 
business in Pageland. After three years in Pageland, the Gordons 
moved to Monroe, North Carolina in 1970 where George continued 
his television business for the next four years. 

George became interested in park work and applied for a job 
with South Carolina state parks. In 1974 the Gordons moved back 
to South Carolina and rented a place from Diane's father in Cheraw. 
George continued to dabble in TV sales and repair while waiting for 
a park vacancy to open up. The opportunity came in May, 1975 and 
the Gordons moved to Huntington Beach, where George became 
Ranger I. Three months later he was promoted to Ranger II and 
remained at Huntington Beach until June, 1978. 

At that time he was transferred to Old Dorchester and promoted 
to Superintendent to fill the vacancy created when Danny Odom 
was transferred to Little Pee Dee. The Gordons have three children, 
George, 10, Kathryn, 8 and Christopher Michael, 3 months. They 
both enjoy being at Old Dorchester, which is only a short fifteen-
minute drive to a large mall where they do most of their shopping. 
Diane worked as a teacher's aide in the Murrells Inlet-Pawleys Island 
area while they were at Huntington Beach, but looking after that 
new son is a full-time job for her at present. 

George still enjoys doing an occasional TV repair job, and has a 
CB radio and scanner. Although he has a "ham" operator s license, 
he hasn't done much with it recently. Fishing is another of his 
favorite pastimes. 

Diane enjoys baking and cake decorating. She has taken a 
course in the latter, and George says that she can turn out some 
real masterpieces! The children keep her busy, but she professed to 
being a "reading nut." George and Diane used to camp with a travel 
trailer, but are out of the business at the present time. They have 
visited all but three state parks in South Carolina. George has seen 
most of the country, and since their marriage George and Diane 
have made several trips to New York and Florida. 

Old Dorchester has been busy this summer, with a lot of military 
personnel from the nearby air force base using the facilities. George 
would like to see additional recreation equipment and picnic shelters 
at the park, and thinks that a small camping area would be a 
welcomed addition. 

George would like to take a trip out West, and Diane would like 
to make a return trip to Disneyworld, but both of them enjoy doing 
things together. And that, folks, is the name of the game! 
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DAVE BLACKWELL — Dave was born in Henderson County, 
North Carolina but calls South Carolina "home." His family was 
originally from Greenville, and moved back when he was a small 
boy. His father was in the construction business, and Dave learned 
at an early age how to operate heavy equipment. He graduated from 
high school in Greenville, after which a fascination for aircraft led to 
a twenty-two year career with LTV performing research and 
development work. Although his work took him to various locations 
in the country and temporary assignments outside the United 
States, his last eight years with LTV were spent at Greenville's 
Donaldson Center. 

Dave met his wife Betty Joe 28 years ago when she was a 
student at North Greenville College. Their courtship must have been 
of the "whirlwind" variety for they were married three weeks after 
they met! The Blackwells have three children. Ginger just graduated 
from U.S.C.'s Spartanburg campus with a degree in Psychology. She 
taught last year and is hoping to continue this career. Danny is a 
sophomore at U.S.C.'s main campus in Columbia. He is studying 
Business Administration and hopes to open a sporting goods store. 
He played on the tennis team at North Greenville College last year. 
Patrick will be entering high school this fall, and wants to play 
football. The Blackwells have traveled extensively in the southest, 
particularly in Florida. They would like to visit Hawaii. 

Dave's hobby led him into park service. He has been a Red 
Cross volunteer since 1950, and has taught numerous courses in 
water safety, first aid and disaster assistance. He was the Waterfront 
Director at Paris Mountain during the summer of 1975, having 
recently retired from his work at LTV. He worked for a spell with 
Greenville County's Litter Control office, then became a ranger at 
Paris Mountain. 

ROBERT FOWLER — Robert is a native of Mullins, where his 
father operates a contracting business, a farm and a clothing store. 
His mother still works in the store, while his sister graduated this 
summer from U.S.C. with a degree in computer science. Robert 
graduated from Mullins High School, worked at the store for a while, 
then enrolled in the R.P.A. program at Clemson. He interned one 
summer with the Recreation Department in Danville, Virginia and 
graduated in 1973. The following summer he worked at Poinsett as 
the summer naturalist. Another summer employee at Poinsett was 
Cindy McCombs, a Newberry College student who was working at 
the bathhouse. Robert met Cindy, who was majoring in elementary 
education. One thing led to another, and Cindy graduated from 
Newberry the following May. Later that same month Cindy 
McCombs became Cindy Fowler! 

Robert had accepted a full-time job at Cheraw in the fall of 1973, 
so Cindy moved to the park following their marriage. A year later 
the Fowlers moved to Goodale when Robert was promoted to 
superintendent. Bob and Cindy just became the proud parents of a 
girl, Reagan, born July 23. Cindy taught school for a while, and 
hopes to return to the classroom in the near future. 

Mr. N. R. Goodale, a Camden florist for whom the park is 
named, visits the park nearly every Sunday. "He is very observant," 
Fowler said, "and notices any changes that we made, no matter how 
small!" Swimming is very popular at Goodale, with some $2,000 
worth of season passes sold each summer. The picnic area receives 
a fair amount of use, while the play area is the site of many softball 
games. "Top water" fishing is fair, but an accumulation of heavy 
moss prevents much fishing below the surface. 

The golf course is used occasionally, but not to any great extent. 
Fowler would like to see a small camping area added at the park, 
and thinks that it would be used enough to justify the expenditure. 
Robert like to play tennis and plays Softball with local church and 
industrial teams. He also officiates at high school football games and 
enjoys bird hunting, especially for duck. (He would like to visit 
Canada and try his luck against Canadian geese, but I don't think 
that he can speak French! Ed.) Cindy is rather involved with 
babysitting chores these days, and both Bob and Cindy are trying to 
adjust to a new schedule of broken sleep! 
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JOE FRANK WATSON — Joe Frank was born in Columbia, 
but grew up in Sumter, where his father was a Warehouseman with 
the Forestry Commission. This move came about in 1948 as Joe's 
father replaced Eddie Miller, now the Superintendent at Paris 
Mountain. The Watsons lived at the shop, so Joe Frank swept the 
floor, painted signs and various other "odd jobs." Ffe rubbed elbows 
regularly with fellows such as Miller and Buddy Batten. 

Joe graduated from Sumter High School in 1954, then spent 214 
years in the Army, including two years in Europe as a cryptographer 
(one who deciphers messages). Fie returned to Sumter when Uncle 
Sam turned him loose, and busied himself for a while doing odd jobs 
at the Forestry warehouse. In 1958 he moved to Hunting Island as a 
Ranger, and later that year was transferred to Lee State Park and 
promoted to Superintendent. Joe had one Ranger at the park, and a 
camping area with water (a flowing well) and a couple of overhead 
lights. "That wasn't our primitive camping area," Joe equipped. "It 
was our ONLY camping area!" 

Joe's next move was to Poinsett in 1965, where he was 
Superintendent for four years. He remembers those years as busy 
ones, with two group camps and two day use areas. The impact of 
the formation of PRT was felt in the parks with the availability of 
additional funds, cash registers to replace cash boxes and the 
providing of uniforms. Prior to that time, park personnel had to 
purchase their own uniforms, and Joe recalls wearing Bermuda 
shorts on duty during the summer months! 

The years of 1969 and 1970 found Joe Frank wearing his 
Superintendent's badge at Cheraw. A major ice storm in February 
1969 had made a shambles of the park, and the clean-up from this 
catastrophe was a major effort. Most of the pines of the park were 
destroyed, and some 300 train-car loads of pulpwood were hauled 
out of the park! 

Group camps at Cheraw received heavy use from churches and 
Scout troops, while the cabins were rented primarily during the 
summer months. As a new superintendent at Cheraw, Joe also had 
to work with an inexperienced park staff, including Head Ranger 
Horace Craig. Debris from the ice storm was so thick that Horace 
had to "dig out" his residence before he could move in! Horace's 
subsequent promotion and transfer created a vacancy which was 
filled by Jim King, now a Concessions Supervisor at the Service & 
Supply Center. Also working at Cheraw during this period was 
Glenn Farr, now superintendent at Colleton State Park. 

Joe is the proud father of two daughters, Carolyn, a sophomore 
at the University of South Carolina and Joyce, a senior at Irmo High 
School. He moved to Columbia in 1970 to work in the State Park 
Division's History Section for two years under Janson Cox. A 
change of pace came about as Joe left his job in the History Section 
(which involved a lot of field work) to the administrative duties as 
Chief of Operations. Joe became Chief Naturalist when Bob 
Papenfus was promoted to Programs Coordinator. 

Watson enjoys his work as Chief Naturalist, particularly the 
opportunity to visit parks often "to keep abreast of what's going on 
out there." As a former park employee, he admits to being happiest 
when he can spend some of his time at various state parks. His 
father retired from the Forestry Commission a couple of years ago, 
and built a home in Lee County where he and his wife reside. Joe 
enjoys reading non-fiction books, and plays tennis regularly to ward 
off an attack of "Father Time!" (He says that it's working, but maybe 
he owes his success to regular applications of Grecian Formula! Ed.) 

Joe visited some 15 countries while stationed in Europe, and has 
seen most of the states East of the Mississippi. However, he's never 
been on the other side and hopes to visit some of the Western states 
during the coming years. In the words of Horace Greeley, "Go 
West, old man!" 

Dave recalls that the move to Paris Mountain was both a drastic 
change and a family adventure when the Blackwells moved from a 
3,000 square foot home to a mobile home! Younger son Patrick says 
that "this family togetherness is too much," but the Blackwells seem 
to have made the adjustment rather well. Dave has had a genuine 
interest in forestry work for many years. He continues to work with 
law enforcement and fire department personnel, teaching swimming 
and lifesaving. Radio repair is another hobby that Dave enjoys, and 
he was working on some equipment for Camp Spearhead the day 
that I visited him. 

Mrs. Blackwell, a musician, plays both organ and piano, including 
some at their local church. They enjoy the mountains, particularly 
those in North Carolina and Tennessee, and visit that area often. 
Solomon Jones, an ancestor of Mrs. Blackwell, built a toll road 
through Jones Gap, the property recently acquired by PRT for 
development as a state park. 

Camp Spearhead, a summer camp for retarded youngsters using 
the facilities at the Sulphur Springs picnic area, continues on a yearly 
basis. The Buckhorn group camp has been the site of several 
weekend retreats. Campers at Paris Mountain seem to be moving to 
smaller rigs and tents, according to Blackwell. Picnickers using one 
of the shelters near the Blackwell's mobile home are constantly 
knocking on the door for a cup of sugar, some salt or similar items! 

Dave remembers the 69-year old Greenville woman that visited 
Paris Mountain for the first time a couple of years ago. Although it 
was Dave's "day off," he enjoyed giving her a first-hand tour of the 
park. He is completely sold on our state park system, and believes 
that park visitors are also. The Blackwells will probably retire to the 
Jones Gap area. 
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Lee spent nine years at Fort Jackson, his longest assignment 
while in the Army. He enjoys both fresh water and saltwater fishing, 
in addition to hunting for rams and big bucks. He has not ridden 
horses for many years, but remembers those experiences vividly. 
Blanche crochets, upholsters furniture, bakes homemade bread, 
cooks, sews and does a little canning. They both enjoy square 
dancing, but an operation on one of Blanche's knees in January, 
1978 has limited their dancing festivities. Fewer groups have been 
holding square dances at the park's recreation building, primarily 
because callers are getting more difficult to secure. 

The Jordans took a trip to Florida two years ago, and stayed 
with friends while there. Lee is rather proficient at the games of 
checkers and pool, as many superintendents and other park 
personnel will verify! He has probably won more checker games with 
his gift of gab than I could count, and has garnered the first-place 
trophy in the pool tournament held during the annual superin
tendents' conference. 

Lee retired from the Army in 1965, but prior to this time he had 
applied for a job with state parks while he was stationed at nearby 
Fort Benning. Starting at Myrtle Beach as a ranger working with Ted 
Barbie, Lee followed this one-year assignment with a year at 
Greenwood, 18 months at Santee, 19 months at Hunting Island, 6 
months back at Myrtle Beach, 3 years at Huntington Beach and the 
last 5 years at Kings Mountain. "I never asked for a transfer, but 1 
never turned one down," Jordan said, as he believed that there was 
a reason for each move. The water supply at Hunting Island was not 
suitable for drinking or even washing clothes while the Jordans were 
there, so they washed clothes in Beaufort and hauled their drinking 
water to the park from town! 

LEE JORDAN — Jordan, known as "Black Bart" by many of 
his friends, was born in the Chesterfield County town of Jefferson, 
where his father was a contractor. The family moved to the nearby 
town of Waxhaw, North Carolina when he was a young boy. He 
attended high school in Fort Mill and completed eleven grades 
(that's all there was back in those days!) by 1934. 

Two years later he joined the Army to pursue a career as an 
athletic specialist that would span the next 23>/£ years. More than 
thirteen years were spent at various overseas locations, including 
Panama, Italy, Japan, Guam and Korea. Lee's wife Blanche, 
originally from Rock Hill, worked as a weaver and winder in textile 
mills, and also worked at post exchanges while Lee was in the Army. 
One of their sons, Lanny Wayne, passed away earlier this year. 
Tommy Dale is self-employed in the Myrtle Beach area, Michael 
works for Jenkins Steel, Gastonia, Steven R. is a textile supervisor 
in Gastonia, and Jimmy, an adopted son, is an orthodontist in 
Durham, North Carolina. 

Mrs. Jordan, who traveled over most of the country with Lee 
while he was in service, enjoyed Japan and Europe very much. Lee 
was able to combine his work with his hobbies while working for 
Uncle Sam. An accomplished horseman, Lee operated riding 
academies for the Army in Japan, Italy and at Fort Jackson. One of 
the high spots in Lee's career with horses could be pinpointed to 
Italy in the late forties. Jordan, then a sergeant, was one of five U.S. 
Army horsemen chosen to team with equine experts from England 
and Italy for a tour in that sector. The team gave performances in 
England, Naples, Florence and Rome, among other places. 

Sgt. Lee Jordan on tour in Italy in 1946 . . . Sunday, March 
31, to be exact! 
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Blanche's father, 89, lives with her sister near York about 20 
miles from the park. She visits them almost on a daily basis to assist 
with housekeeping, shopping and other needs. The Jordans are 
looking forward to retirement, and have their eyes on some property 
in the Socastee area near Conway. Their son Tommy already has 
property there, and they hope to purchase the adjoining lot. Even 
though they have both traveled widely both in this country and 
abroad, they would like to see' more of the United States and Europe, 
particularly Switzerland. Any trips to locations "across the ocean" 
will probably be made via ship, since Blanche does not like to fly. 
She made one crossing by air and vowed never to make another 
one! 

Superintendent Jordan with the nursery in the background. Thousands of 
seedlings are growing here, to eventually find permanent homes at state parks 
throughout the Palmetto State. 

Lee says that maintenance of the park's 135 buildings contributes 
to Kings Mountain's "year-round winter work program!" The "Living 
Farm" has proven to be very popular, with some nine thousand 
persons already enjoying its log buildings and rustic mid-nineteenth 
century atmosphere. Saturdays and Sundays continue to be 
extremely heavy use days, especially during the summer months. 
The nursery-greenhouse facility is "growing" as plants are being 
shipped regularly all over the state. Lee's staff this summer has 
included 16 YCCers, 9 CETA workers and 17 A-2 (seasonal) 
employees plus the regular park staff. There is never a dull moment 
at Kings Mountain, to be sure! 
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F. MARION DWIGHT — Mr. Dwight is a native of Sumter 
County, where his father was a doctor. He was born in Wedgefield 
near Poinsett State Park. When he was four years old, his father 
built a home two miles north of Wedgefield. Home was a busy place, 
with five sisters, three brothers, grandparents and old-maid aunts, 
not counting friends and neighbors. The average number at meal
time was twelve! 

Dwight wife's Pauline was a "City gal" from Sumter. He attended 
Argyle Academy, then Clemson College, graduating in 1920. He did 
graduate work at U.S.C., Clemson and the University of Florida, 
then taught school for several years. Subjects included English and 
animal husbandry, with an emphasis upon vocational agriculture. 

One of Dwight's students, J. B. McLaughlin, won a $100 prize for 
having the best forestry program in the state. Some 4-H students 
had won $50 prizes for corn and cotton programs, and they all 
eventually wound up at the White House shaking hands with 
President Herbert Hoover. Dwight persuaded State Forester 
H. A. Smith to let McLaughlin make the Washington trip, and buy a 
suit of clothes with a portion of the money! The Dwights had already 
planned a trip to Niagara Falls and Canada, so they took the boy with 
them. Dwight recalls the trip as one of his most memorable 
experiences. 

The Dwights lived for a year at "Edge Hill," a spacious plantation 
near Stateburg, while the owners were in Spain. Mrs. Dwight 
remembers that year as "living in a fairytale world!" The Dwights 
continued to live in the Stateburg-Wedgefield area until 1933, when 
Mr. Dwight went to work for the Civilian Conservation Corps 
(C.C.C.) at Camp P-76 near Sumter. Later he was transferred to 
Lee State Park (Camp P-88) as Camp Superintendent. 

Some camps were closed as new ones were opened up in other 
areas of the state. In addition to forestry work, crews were busy 
building fire towers. Dwight was sent to Dovesville in Darlington 
County to set up a "side camp" from P-88. The camp consisted of 
one barracks, 2 foremen, a kitchen crew and a work force of fifty 
men. Everything had to be set up from scratch, and Dwight 
considers this one of his most significant achievements. 

The first winter at the Dovesville Camp was a particularly cold 
one, with an overabundance of snow, ice and sleet. All branches and 
millponds in the area were frozen solid. On one unusually miserable 
day, Dwight told the men, "No wood work today . . . take care of 
yourselves!" Later that morning the second in command from the 
main camp arrived at Dovesville to report that their water supply, 
heaters and kitchen equipment were out of order because of the 
weather. Dwight and his men had better prepared for the cold 
weather, and had everything in working order! Dwight offered to 
share what food and drink that had at Dovesville, but none of the 
men could be found. Later that day they dragged into camp, one or 
two at a time. They had skated down the stream to the millpond as 
far as the dam, then walked back on the road! 

Dwight became the first permanent Park Superintendent at 
Poinsett State Park in 1940, where he stayed until 1960 or 1961. The 
Dwights have two children, Francis Marion Dwight, III, a family 
physician living in Barnwell and Harriet, married to an engineer and 
living in Nashville. Park work in the forties and fifties included the 
building and maintaining of electric and telephone lines on park 
property. This usually meant rebuilding the lines after wind and ice 
damage. 

Left: Mr. and Mrs. Dwight. Below: Mr. Dwight talks with 
some park visitors at Poinsett. 
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Dwight had no truck at Poinsett for patrolling the park or 
carrying materials. The cabins were usually booked full during the 
summer months, the only time that they were rented. That was back 
in the days before cabins were heated and air conditioned. 
Picnicking and walking the trails were two of the more popular 
activities at the park. Mr. Dwight had studied botany in college, and 
both became interested in the plant and animal life at the park. Mrs. 
Dwight recalled how lovely the park was, with something in bloom 
every month of the year. 

James Washington started working at the park when he was 14 
years old, and had trouble passing the driving test several years 
later. Mr. Dwight taught him to drive, and evidently his method 
didn't set well with the examiner. Finally, Mr. Dwight called the 
examiner and told him that James needed his license to help him at the 
park. He got it! Dwight had an exhibit of snakes, both poisonous and 
non-poisonous, that he was asked to display at the State Fair. The 
Dwights recalled that they had no trouble gaining entrance to the fair 
that year! 

Many military personnel from both Shaw Air Base and Fort 
Jackson used the facilities at Poinsett. Two planes craashed within 
the park boundary, one near the barbecue shelter and another in the 
swamp. The Dwights moved to Columbia about 1961 when Mr. 
Dwight became the Assistant State Park Director in charge of 

Historical Areas. He was responsible for interpretive work and 
maintenance of properties at Andrew Jackson, Old Dorchester, 
Rose Hill, Eutaw Springs, Fort Watson and the burial sites of Francis 
Marion, Isaac Hayne and Thomas Sumter. 

Dwight retired in 1965, and later that year he and Mrs. Dwight 
traveled to Denver, Colorado with a stop in Nashville to visit their 
daughter. The Dwights are active members at Trinity Episcopal 
Cathedral, where Mrs. Dwight is a docent (tour guide). She is also a 
docent at the Robert Mills House and participates in the activities of 
the Historic Columbia Foundation. Mr. Dwight has partial sight and 
hearing impairments that limit his activities, but enjoys frequent visits 
from friends and relatives. The Dwights have refinished many pieces 
of their furniture, including the caning of eight chairs. Some of these 
have been given to their children. Mrs. Dwight taught school before 
they were married, and through the years has taught "off and on." 

The Dwights both enjoyed their years living at Poinsett, and 
continue to be interested in the progress of state parks in South 
Carolina. The Dwights live in a comfortable brick home on Verner 
Street in Columbia, and welcome any of their park friends to stop by 
for a visit. "If a state park is not a suitable place to bring up a family," 
Mr. Dwight remarked, "then it's not suitable for a state park." 
Comments from park families throughout the state bear out the fact 
that state parks are marvelous places to raise a family! 

Marion Dwight (extreme left), his student J. B. McLaughlin (second from left) and 4-H students and teachers meet President 
Herbert Hoover (center) at the White House. 
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Y.A.C.C. 
Program Gears 

For Action 

From left, Kay McCoy, Director (YACC), State Parks 
Director Ray Sisk and Vandell Davis, Assistant Director 
(YACC). 

Thirty young adults between the ages of 16 and 23 
will report to work September 30 for South Carolina's 
first residential Young Adult Conservation Corps 
program. 

The federally-funded program, which is being 
administered in South Carolina by the Division of 
Administration of the Governor's Office through the 
Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism, will 
offer 12-month jobs to young people seeking con
servation-related employment. Pay for the youths is 
based on the current minimum wage, and the 40-hour 
work week will be spent in state parks and on public 
lands. 

Kay McCoy has been named Director of the Young 
Adult Conservation Corps (YACC) program in PRT's 
State Parks Division. Vandell Davis will be Assistant 
Director of the Program. 

Until permanent billeting is available in quarters 
now undergoing renovation at Sesquicentennial State 
Park near Columbia, the youths will be housed at the 
S. C. National Guard Leesburg Road Camp. 

The YACC Program is sponsored by the U.S. 
Departments of the Interior and Agriculture. The State 
Employment Security Offices around the state, as 
directed by the U.S. Department of Labor, are 
currently accepting applications from candidates on all 
economic levels. 

According to John W. "Bill" Lawrence, Assistant 
Director of Operations at the S. C. Department of 
Parks, Recreation and Tourism conservation corps 
youth will supplement existing staff in the state parks 
in such jobs as building or upgrading facilities, 
preserving and enhancing the natural beauty in the 
parks, developing trails and other nature-oriented 
recreation facilities, general clean-up and maintenance, 
erosion control, beautification and other conservation-
oriented jobs. 

Candidates are randomly selected to provide an 
equitable mixture of males and females representative 
of all social, economic and racial categories. 

The Young Adults Conservation Corps emulates 
the C.C.C. of Depression-days in its efforts to offer 
temporary employment to those without jobs, but with 
a different design and more modest scope. 

According to the PRT Executive Director Fred 
Brinkman, "We believe this program will be beneficial 
not only because of valuable improvements to the 
parks, but also because it will provide wholesome and 
rewarding employment for young people." 

The YACC program will move its residential camp 
in mid-winter to its permanent location at Sesqui
centennial State Park near Columbia. 
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The summer of 1978 proved itself to be very busy and 
oftentimes hectic in most District I parks. Several parks have 
been short handed at times because of transfers and 
resignations. The personnel on these parks have had to take 
up the slack and still complete their work. Maintenance 
problems have cropped up with vehicles, air conditioners, 
and swimming pool systems needing emergency repairs. 
Drainfields had to be reworked at Hunting Island, 
Huntington Beach, and Edisto Beach, with more than one at 
Hunting Island and Huntington Beach. 

Despite the long hours, help shortages, sometimes less 
than perfect temperature conditions, and the sometimes 
unappreciative park users, I have heard few complaints from 
employees in the District. I feel that PRT is lucky to have 
such dedicated individuals who can do their jobs even under 
the most trying of circumstances. These people are the 
backbone of our State Park System. 

Looking ahead to winter, we are planning many 
improvements in the form of our facilities. Bond monies have 
been unfrozen for 1) New entrance at Myrtle Beach 2) 
Additional cabins and a parking lot at Hunting Island 3) 
Dome additions at Charles Towne Landing 4) Development 
of Hampton Plantation. We also have loads of smaller 
projects lined up that will enhance the beauty of the parks, 
improve services to the visitors, and make things easier for 
the employees. 

Thanks again to District I personnel for the job you've 
done. Thanks also to the Columbia Office Staff for your help 
and cooperation. Keep up the good work! 

LARRY DUNCAN 
District 1 Superintendent 

CHARLES TOWNE LANDING Thirteen days of 
Spoleto Jazz, 39 reserved picnics, 10 parties, 14 weddings and 
229 group visits are behind us now. Help from the YCC crew 
is over. July 4 and Labor Day celebrations have come and 
gone and Wednesday afternoon nature films are through. We 
hope the blistering summer sun will soon be behind us as 
well! 

One of the funniest events of the summer was our giant 
ice cream sundae built on July 4th; the largest sundae ever 
built in South Carolina. Measuring four feet high and 
containing sixty gallons of ice cream and four gallons of 
chocolate syrup and cherries, the sundae was quickly 
devoured by July 4th visitors who donated a minimum of 25c 
for a scoop from the huge ice cream mountain. For those of 
us who were frantically scooping, we will never eat ice cream 
again! Purity Ice Cream Company and Ye Olde Fashioned 
Ice Cream Parlour donated the ice cream, and proceeds went 
to the Charles Webb Rehabilitation Center. 

The Exhibit Pavilion received some new additions this 
summer. We received a six-foot builder's model of the 275 
year old Black River Boat. The model is currently traveling 
the state's museums before returning for permanent ex
hibition at the Landing. 

The original 48 foot hull, the oldest vessel ever recovered 
in North America, is stored in a pond outside Columbia to 
prevent deterioration but will be placed in the Georgetown 
Rice Museum as soon as the museum's renovation is 
complete. 

The model was researched and built by ancient ship 
reconstructor Richard Steffy with funds raised by the Charles 
Towne Landing Foundation. It is the first phase in research 
and development of a colonial shipbuilding program at the 
park, and it is beautiful. 

South Carolina's largest ice cream sundae (before the sun 
got to it!) Photo by Sandra Coffee. 
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YCCer Tony Pate (foreground) and Expo Park Manager 
Janson Cox work on the roof of the Thomas Archcraft 
Smithery. Photo by Sandra Coffee. 

Also put on exhibit this summer were a number of 
artifacts found on diving expeditions in the Combahee River 
near Bluff Plantation, the home of Nathaniel Heyward. These 
new additions to the Pavilion's exhibits were permanently 
loaned by the Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology 
and include some fascinating Indian artifacts, pieces of 
pottery, knife blades and arrowheads dating from the Paleo 
Indian era (from 10,000 B.C.) to 1 A.D. 

The other artifacts brought up in the diving expeditions 
date from the 18th century and include an African style water 
flask and earthenware warming plate. 

The Exhibit Pavilion was not the only area to receive 
something new. The lagoon has some new boats — pirogues 
to be exact — long, low flatbottomed double-enders made of 
cypress. A1 Dann and crew worked hard to get seven in use 
by mid-summer when our folbots just could not be patched 
again. Five more will be built this winter. The new wooden 
boats are easily paddled, yet are durable for long-term abuse. 

The Thomas Archcraft Smithery has been completed and 
a new area in the woods has been cleared, with the help of the 
YCC, for another addition to our seventeenth century town. 
One-half of the building contains the forge and blacksmithing 
tools; the other half shelters a Conestoga wagon. 

This addition to the Settlers' Life Area will add to this 
fall's Oktoberfest, again featuring the Bavarian Festival Show 
Band and tentatively the Anheuser-Busch Clydesdales, the 
Colonial Life and Crafts Festival, Thanksgiving holiday 
program and Christmas Tree Lighting. Other events now 
being scheduled for the fall include some outstanding feature 
films, concerts-in-the-park, and other special programs 
ranging from cross-country runs to craft shows. The crowds 
probably went to the beach this summer, but we hope to 
attract them here this fall. 

DEIRDRA WINTNER 
Public Information Specialist 

COLLETON STATE PARK — Camping has been very 
popular here this summer and the nice weather and lack of 
biting insects have been a big factor. Low water and very hot 
weather combined to make the fishing less than good this 
year. Travelers driving on 1-95 continue to be our best source 
of campers, although South Carolina residents are using the 
park facilities more every year. 

It was my pleasure this past weekend to have as my guest 
a young couple by the name of John and Aliza Mindancer. 
At present they are walking from Rochester, New York to 
Key West, Florida. This is a Faith Walk to show their Faith 
in God and the good people of our country. They are giving 
God all the Glory. As of right now they have walked 935 
miles and plan to break the 1,000 mile mark just before they 
cross the Georgia line. Most of the people in South Carolina 
have been friendly and they are looking forward to driving 
through the State after they have finished their Walk in 
Faith. I wish them God's Blessing as they walk through 
Georgia and Florida and that the good people of this Nation 
will unite with them to show to the world that America is still 
a Nation Under Almighty God. 

Fall is just around the corner and deer season opens next 
week. Campers from upstate will be coming down to try their 
art at bagging a big buck. I hope the hunting season will be 
better than the fishing season, or I just brought a new freezer 
for nothing! 

You all come see us and may God Bless. P.S. We can be 
proud of our State. 

HARRY G. FARR 
Superintendent 

EDISTO BEACH STATE PARK — After more than 
five years at inland parks, I thought I'd seen almost 
everything at least once. These first two months at Edisto 
have proved that there are still many surprises in store as I 
find that Edisto and the coastal area does pose its own special 
problems. 

Park use has been steady, to say the least. It has not been 
at all unusual for the camping area to be filled by Tuesday or 
Wednesday night and remain full through Saturday. This 
causes us to have to turn away dozens of campers, many of 
whom drove many hours to reach us. 

On the Fourth of July, the park filled to absolute 
capacity! It was necessary to stop traffic from coming into 
the park for several hours in the afternoon, as there was 
simply no area in the park where another vehicle could 
possibly be parked. 

The many new faces coming and going around here 
consist not only of the public, but of park crew as well. After 
only two months at Edisto, I find that I have been here 
longer than any member of the crew, as transfers and 
resignations have brought about a complete change in 
personnel. Welcome to new Rangers Gerard Perry and 
Danny Mallard and their families. I hope they find life at 
Edisto as interesting as I have. 

KURT BECHT 
Superintendent 

Fall 1978 Page 13 



GIVHANS FERRY STATE PARK Well, the summer 
season is fleeting away very swiftly! It seems like a very long 
one, due to the long dry spell we had here in the low-country. 
We have had a very good summer: More and more day users, 
more campers, more cabin users, more mosquitos, more dust, 
some rain. All in all, an increase in the most important area: 
Revenue. We have had a safe summer," free of accidents, for 
which I am thankful. The people in this part of the world 
love to swim in the Edisto River. They swim from early 
February until as late in the year as possible, barring "ice 
tags"! 

We just completed another successful season with the 
retarded children of Dorchester County. Those little kids 
really enjoy going to "Camp Joy" as they so lovingly refer to 
Givhans Ferry. They make a big mess, like most children, but 
when you see how happy they are to be here, it makes it all 
worthwhile. 

We have had several large picnics and family reunions. 
One company, Sam Solomon, even "imported" a group by 
bus from Fayetteville, North Carolina along with their stores 
in the Charleston area. They brought in live entertainment 
for the kids, both young and old. We saw some pretty 
interesting sights! The months of August, September, and 
October are big in these parts for company picnics and family 
reunions, and I am booked solid for the shelters during those 
months. 

We are really looking good in the cabin area. Don 
Schumpert and Jimmy Stapleton have been giving the cabins 
a complete overhaul, and they are beautiful! Along with the 
new look in the cabins, we have some new faces. I would like 
to take this opportunity to introduce my new ranger, Vernon 
Jones, his wife, Judy, son David, and daughter Pam. Vernon 
hails from Ladson. We welcome them to the park family and 
to Givhans Ferry. Also, congratulations to the Cumbees on 
their placement at Huntington Beach. We wish them well. 

Now that the summer season is about over and school has 
started, we look forward to Fall. The slower pace of visitors, 
at least during the week, and the expectation of somewhat 
cooler days in the not too far distant future, should allow us 
to get a new perspective of what will bring about a more 
successful season next year. 

May all of you continue to have a great summer and a 
s a f e  o n e .  M A Y  G O D  B L E S S  . . . .  

JOHN B. HOLLOWAY 
Superintendent 

HAMPTON PLANTATION STATE PARK — Very 
little has happened at Hampton this summer. Due to the 
heavy infestation of insects, the few visitors that we had left 
immediately. As all of you are aware of, no restoration has 
been done this year, consequently only routine maintenance 
is being done. 

For the first time in 2Vi years my wife and I are taking a 
vacation, and for the first time in eight years I am going 
home to Minnesota! God willing, we have our plane tickets 
and reservations for September 6th to spend a week enjoying 
a fantastic midwestern "Indian Summer" vacation. It is 
definitely a "need" for both of us. 

BUD KLEIN 
Superintendent 

HUNTING ISLAND STATE PARK Another summer 
is nearing an end at Hunting Island State Park. The crew 
here can come down off their toes and start walking again. 
The crowds were record breaking and have kept us busy. The 
campers this season were very pleased about the work which 
had been done to the campground earlier in the year. We are 
looking forward to seeing the maintenance crew coming 
down and furthering their work on the out-dated electrical 
lines in the park. Once the crowds slack off, we can look 
forward to a constructive winter work program. Hopefully a 
lot of needed work will be done on the ranger's residences in 
the park. 

We would like to say that the park has looked its best this 
summer and we're proud to say that we live and work at one 
of the most beautiful parks in the state. 

If you can, take a break from your busy work for a week 
in the summer to relax as a camper here on Hunting Island. 
We've heard that it's quite an enjoyable experience. From 
everyone here on Hunting Island, we hope your summer was 
a nice one. 

STEVEN R. EDISON 
Assistant Superintendent 

HUNTINGTON BEACH STATE PARK — We welcome 
Dennis Hart, Charles Cumbee and their families to 
Huntington Beach. They replace "Mike" Jordan and George 
Gordon, to whom we wish the best of luck in their new 
positions. The park has been "in the news" this summer. 
Several articles in the Sun News included a story about our 
recreator feeding aligators with a great picture of one 
attempting to remove her right arm. A good coverage of the 
overall park operation was published by the Charleston 
Evening Post. They interviewed campers and beachcombers 
and also used photographs and park information. A children's 
show broadcast on WIS-TV, Columbia will include footage 
taken at the park during our recreator's crafts for kids and 
also during crabbing at the Marsh Boardwalk. Last but not 
least, several photos of the park appear in the local free 
publication, the Wild/lower. 

The S. C. T-Bird club recently met here with a rainy 
Sunday picnic. The "Birds" as they refer to them, were 
beautiful. One, a 1957, had a rumble seat which was one of 
only 18 produced in the entire country. It had an estimated 
value of $25,000 so it is easy to see why it was on a flat bed 
truck! 

Severe storms have been frequent this summer. Damages 
included the entrance sign blown down, many trees down, 
ruined tents and awnings, not to mention dampened spirits 
and refunds. 

Work will begin in October on the South Jetty on the 
park. It will be interesting to follow the development of such 
a large job. Traffic will definitely be a problem as will many 
unforeseen incidents that go along with construction in a 
busy park. 

VAN STICKLES 
Superintendent 
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MYRTLE BEACH STATE PARK — This summer has 
been another busy one. We have had large crowds of 
picnickers on weekends and the camping area has been full 
every day. The overall park operation has been relatively 
smooth and trouble-free. The crowds seem to be quieter and 
more cooperative. I also think the parking fee and the 
security guard have helped a great deal. The permanent crew 
and the summer personnel have really done a good job and 
put forth a lot of effort to help keep everything operating 
smoothly. Each year seems to go faster and it won't be long 
before the hustle and bustle comes to a slower pace. After 
Labor Day we have good weekends and the fishing will begin 
to pick up. 

We have had a lot of king mackerel and flounder caught 
off the pier. This fall there is going to be a king tournament 
with a $ 1,000 prize. All of the piers are participating in this. 

I would like to thank the Columbia office, our District 
Superintendent Larry Duncan, and all the employees here on 
the park for all the help and cooperation they have given to 
make this a good summer. 

ROBERT J. TURNER 
Superintendent 

OLD DORCHESTER STATE PARK "Greetings" 
from the Old Fort! 

Here at the Old Fort it was a busy summer. It seems like 
we could have worked 24 hours a day and still had plenty to 
do. I have received many compliments on the park's 
appearance, and this makes all the work worthwhile. 

The old church tower is still a popular place. We con
tinue to have church services and weddings there. The picnic 
area continues to be full on weekends. Ball games are still 
popular and frisbees are running a close second. 

I am proud to say we have completely rewired the shop 
to meet OSHA requirements. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Brooks 
Jordan, Frank Ballard and Tommy Raynor at Huntington 
Beach State Park for helping me pack to move here, and 
especially Superintendent Stickles who came to Old Dor
chester on his day off to help us unload. I would also like to 
thank District Superintendent Larry Duncan for all his help 
in getting me settled and established in my new position. 
With people like this, it is no wonder State Parks are a great 
place to work and live! 

My family and I are really enjoying our new home. We 
like the Summerville area, and the people have really made us 
feel welcome. 

At three months of age, our new addition has already 
adapted to park life. Chris likes to spend his waking hours 
being pushed around the park in his stroller. Needless to say, 
he keeps his mother pretty busy. 

I would like to welcome Klaus Wickizer to Old 
Dorchester. Klaus hails from Pennsylvania. His wife, Diane, 
is from the Summerville area. They have two boys Travis, 9 
and Kevin, 5. Diane is expecting another child any minute. 
My children, George and Kathryn, are enjoying having 
someone close by to play with. Before coming to Old 

Dorchester, Klaus was a mechanic. He is already proving to 
be an asset to the park system. I wish the Wickizer family a 
successful career with PRT. 

Stop by and visit us if you are ever in the area. 

GEORGE GORDON 
Superintendent 

(The Wickizers have a son, who weighed 7 pounds, 13 
ounces at birth on August 15. Ed.) 

RIVERS BRIDGE STATE PARK — This season has 
been fairly quiet compared to last summer. The vandalism 
and beer drinking have been cut down some, for the word is 
getting around that we have arrest powers and do a lot of 
walking on weekends. 

We held an advanced lifesaving course in July that 
graduated 14 lifeguards. That should be a great help to us 
next year. Also included in the course was some training in 
cardiac pulmonary resuscitation. We hope to have C.P.R. 
taught at the park in the near future. 

There have been some very fine family reunions at the 
Recreation Building this year. Mr. John Hills (PRT's Internal 
Auditor) and his wife attended the Hiers Reunion. It was nice 
having them down. 

Camping usage is up over last year. Mr. and Mrs. Noel 
Blanchard from Airville, Pennsylvania called and wanted to 
spend the winter with us again. They really enjoy South 
Carolina state parks. Mr. and Mrs. Paul Waldron of 
Greenville, Mississippi are also yearly guests. They stayed six 
weeks this summer. 

The season is almost over and I would like to say 
"thanks" to my Ranger Thomas Coffey for the work he has 
done, and also to all of the lifeguards. 

That is all from this part of the woods. I hope everyone 
has a colorful and happy fall. 

JERRY PRICE 
Superintendent 

LITTER LASTS ... A metal soda can indiscriminately 
dropped in the woods in 1978 would possibly be entirely 
degraded by the year 2479. This prediction was reported by a 
scientist at Pennsylvania State University. A university group 
there delving into the life expectancy of litter further predicts 
that a plastic wrapper would be obliterated by about late 2200. 
On the other hand, a glass bottle would not be reduced back 
to Mother Earth until the year 1,001,977. This guarded 
estimate added also that decay rates vary considerably with 
local climatic conditions. This information could be used as 
reminders for park visitors to put that litter in a can or 
container! (This information was published in SPORTS 
AFIELD, May 1978 and submitted by Mr. Stewart H. Smith, 
Charlotte, N.C. Ed.) 

Fall 1978 Page 15 



-t ,f-': faffi 

Some of the persons attending the dedication also par
ticipated in a short one-mile hike of the river area at Jones Gap. 

Lucas Dargan (left), chairman of the Water Resources Board 
of Commissioners presents the Jones Gap dedicatory plaque to 
P. Bradley Morrah of Greenville, an ex officio member of the PRT 
Commission. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA'S FIRST SCENIC RIVER 

THE MIDDLE SALUDA RIVER -
COME, SEE, AND APPRECIATE 

South Carolina's first scenic river, the Middle Saluda, was 
dedicated August 14 by representatives of the S, C. 
Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism, and the 
S. C. Water Resources Commission. A 300-foot strip of land in 
Jones Gap State Park on both sides of the Middle Saluda and 
its only major tributary, Cold Spring Branch, has been set 
aside as a scenic river corridor, restricting its development. 
The 3,600-acre park in upper Greenville County was acquired 
in 1977 and has been in limited use for hiking, nature study 
and fishing. 

The following remarks were made at the dedication 
ceremonies by State Park Naturalist John Reid Clonts, and 
succinctly describe the beauty and significance of the Middle 
Saluda and Jones Gap State Park. 

From the dawn of the Appalachian Revolution over 
three hundred million years ago, erosional forces have 
eaten away at the terrain in northwestern South 
Carolina, carving deep valleys and leaving behind the 
ridges which resisted these forces. Here in upper 
Greenville County, where the Blue Ridge meets the 
Piedmont, lies one such valley. It is Jones Gap, 
bounded on the south by Little Pinnacle Mountain and 
on the north by Little Rich Mountain, where 
spectacular Rainbow Falls plummets abruptly down
ward into the valley. 

The sculptor for this magnificent work of art is the 
Middle Saluda River, meandering peacefully in its 
easterly flow. From its meager beginnings along U.S. 
#276 the river grows to great proportions. And 
throughout its course huge boulders are exposed, 
creating numerous slides and falls. As it progresses 
downstream, gathering momentum, this small but 
spectacular river soon makes a name for itself. 

This is the same Middle Saluda River which joins 
with her sisters, the North and South Saludas to form 
the Saluda. As her waters join those of the Reedy 
River she fills Lake Greenwood, draining and flowing 
eastward to fill Lake Murray. Eastwardly again the 
Saluda flows to Columbia where it joins the Broad to 
form the Congaree. The Congaree in turn continues 
toward the ocean joining the Wateree, forming the 
Santee and filling Lake Marion. Here the waters of the 
Saluda are divided. Some flow into the Santee 
eventually emptying into the Atlantic Ocean below 
Georgetown. Others fill Lake Moultrie, drain into the 
Cooper River, and end their eastward journey in 
Charleston Harbor. 

But at Jones Gap the river, growing from its 

narrow two-foot headwaters, broadens to twenty feet 
before leaving state property. Filled by springs and 
rains, the crystal clear river supports natively re
producing populations of brook and rainbow trout and 
provides water for hosts of other creatures. Lined with 
rhododendron, the river is surrounded by thick growth 
of moisture-loving hardwoods and hemlocks. Fifty years 
ago the American chestnut dominated the canopy 
here. Killed by an alien blight, these massive trees have 
been replaced by their near relatives in the plant world. 
The unobservant eye would scarcely miss them. This 
is nature's way . . . and Jones Gap has followed the 
pattern of natural laws, covering as quickly as possible 
the effects of man and other catastrophic events. 

For her pristine beauty Jones Gap owes much to 
the Middle Saluda and likewise the river owes much to 
the Gap. The two, inseparable, complement each 
other well. Its east-west orientation and nearly 100 
inches of rainfall annually makes the Gap a rare refuge 
for flora and fauna. At least nineteen rare or 
endangered plants are known to occur here and five 
unusual animal species have been reported. 

The abundant moisture and long protection results 
in a situation where no season is more spectacular 
than another. As Spring is ushered in by the opening 
of fern fiddleheads, the display of wildflowers is 
extraordinary. The fringetree, dog hobble, trillium, 
Solomon's seal and others finish their display before 
Summer comes, loading the trees with leaves and 
shading the forest floor. The Mountain Laurel fills the 
transition as the scenery is masked by the leaves and 
the ground is carpeted with ferns. In the heat of 
summer, the rhododendron fills the river valley with 
her beauty. Other summer flowers highlight the rich 
greens of the hillsides and coves. With frequent 
showers, the warmth and humidity allow for other 
creatures to appear. The cry of treefrogs emphasizes 
the wildness as skinks and salamanders brighten the 
forest floor. 

The lushness of Summer is soon replaced by the 
brilliance of Fall, as the trees are filled with color. But 
Winter follows, not to be outdone. Where flowers are 
absent she paints the evergreen foliage in vibrant 
shades and accents the otherwise bare forest with her 
finest crystal. As each new dawn shines brightly, she 
beckons all to "Come, see, and appreciate," for her 
equals are few. 
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District II 
During the summer months very little maintenance is 

accomplished other than the day to day clean-up, routine, 
and emergency repairs. I would like to thank the Programs 
Section for a job well done in their selection of seasonal 
recreators and naturalists in District II this summer. 

These employees have done an outstanding job for us this 
year and have my thanks for a job well done. Of course, the 
lifeguards and park aides can not be overlooked since they 
too did the great job they always do. Last but surely not 
least, are the Park Superintendents, Rangers, their families, 
and other full time employees who work so hard and 
faithfully each year to insure the park visitors a clean and 
safe environment in which to enjoy themselves. 

H. W. CRAIG 
District II Superintendent 

AIKEN STATE PARK — We had a very good summer 
with only a few maintenance and people problems. "Happy 
Days Camp" returned this year after a couple years' absence. 
During their six weeks here, more than 300 adults and 
children enjoyed such activities as swimming, pedal boats, 
ball games and arts and crafts. As usual, the Red Cross had a 
large turnout for their swimming classes with 375 enrolled. 
This is the last year they are going to have classes at the park. 
This should cause quite a decline in concession revenue next 
year, and make it harder to find good lifeguards for the park. 
Having four WSI's coming to the park every morning for the 
Red Cross, it was easy to get them to work here instead of 
going elsewhere for the rest of the day. 

Dave is planning to take a well deserved vacation and 
head for the mountains. 

We traded our old tent trailer for a small travel trailer and 
the four of us plan to be on the road every chance we get this 
winter. 

ED NESBIT 
Superintendent 

BARNWELL STATE PARK — Summer is almost over, 
but it's been a fast one, because we have been busy. 

All of you have heard about the dedication of the Solomon 
Blatt Community Center, but I don't think that you know 
how hard Mr. Ray Sisk, Horace Craig, Pearce Thompson, 
and Carroll Zissette worked to make it the successful affair 
that it was. Even with the increase in the rental fee the 
building is being used as much or more than before. We have 
two weddings coming up soon, and reunions are being held 
as usual. 

Watermelon buyers came back again this year, bringing 
their families to stay in the cabins. 

On July 9th, a small twister hit the park knocking trees 
down around two cabins. The meter bases were knocked off 
the buildings, but no one was injured, and the trees did very 
little damage to our cabins. Trees down across the road 
leading to the concession area were quickly removed, and 
everything was soon back to normal. We are still getting up 
limbs, and cutting trees that fell across the nature trail. 

We started beginners swimming classes August 3rd, and 
fifty-three litle beginners showed up eager to learn. We had one 
lifeguard! Mark Creech was off with an ear infection, and 
Sam Tune was off with an injured leg. Scott Murphy said 
"What in the world am I going to do?" He must have done 
real well because the mothers all said that the children did 
fine! 

I hope each and every one of you had a wonderful safe 
summer, and that we all make it with no serious accidents 
from here on out. 

Come to see us! 

BEA ROSS 
Superintendent 

CHERAW STATE PARK — Summer at Cheraw has 
been a busy one for us. We've had a very good turnout of 
swimmers and picnickers. The 4th of July produced 1600 
swimmers, and our parking lot was overflowing with cars. 
The campground was also full for the weekend of the 4th. We 
were thankful for a safe holiday weekend. 

The group camps have been in use almost every week this 
summer. New septic tanks have been put in two of the units, 
which will help with the extra usage the camps receive during 
the summer months. 

We've been struggling to keep Lew Cato's flowers alive, 
and most of them have survived the summer heat and 
children walking through them. 

The Youth Conservation Corps (YCC), led by William 
Miller, has helped us in clearing and improving our two 
nature trails, building footbridges, and other conservation 
work. 

Cecil Pruette is presently sweating it out at Fort Stewart, 
Georgia, at National Guard summer camp. 

We hope you all have a safe and successful summer. 

ROBERT SULLIVAN 
Park Management Assistant 
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Beauty abounds at state parks for those that take the time 
to look for it. For example, here is a pitcher plant (Sarracenia 
flava) found growing in a sphagnum moss bed at Cheraw State 
Park. This plant is also known as "trumpets" for obvious 
reasons! 

N. R. GOODALE STATE PARK — The summer season 
has about come to an end here at Goodale. School will start 
soon and the swimmers will dwindle down to very few. We've 
had reunions and clubs of all kinds come out on the 
weekends and many groups come to swim during the week. 

The rain we are having is really making the grass grow 
and it is all we can do to keep it cut. 

The golf course is looking better this year and attendance 
has increased, but there are many things that need 
improvement. 

I'm sure most of you have heard that we have a new 
edition to the Fowler family. Robert and Cindy have a little 
girl! I'm sure you will join us in wishing them the best. 

WILLIAM A. PRIESTER 
Ranger 

LEE STATE PARK — We have had a good summer here 
at Lee so far, with all areas showing an increase in usage. 

We are presently about 380 campers over last year at this 
time. We are having a lot of repeat campers plus some out-of-
state campers who had heard about our park and wanted to 
come by to spend a night or two. 

The fish in the three lakes are really growing. It's fun to 
throw bread out and watch them feed. Hopefully, there will 
be some good fishing in these lakes next summer. 

Along with the good has to come some bad, the main 
problem being non-observance of the alcoholic beverage rule. 
It seems that some folks have a thing about not reading signs! 

We had one boy who tried to turn our Sandhill Trail into 
a dune buggy track while trying to outrun Deputy Sheriff Jim 
Tallon. Hopefully, the boy will be allowed to work off the 
fines here at the park on weekends. 

Our A-2 help, Tommy, Greg, Craig, Charles, Cheri, and 
Kaye have done a fine job this summer. Each has worked 
hard to keep the park safe and presentable to the public. 

Here's hoping each of you have had a safe and enjoyable 
summer. 

GLEN "ANDY" DAVIS 
Ranger 

LITTLE PEE DEE STATE PARK — The summer sea
son was a busy but a very smooth one at Little Pee Dee this 
year. My thanks to a very fine lifeguard staff and a very 
efficient concession stand operator. With their efforts and 
support, they made my first summer as Superintendent of a 
park with a swimming area one that I will never forget. I 
must give credit where it is due so I must say thanks also to 
former Superintendent Kurt Becht, who had already hired 
the summer help before I arrived. I also appreciate the help 
and support I received from District Superintendent Horace 
Craig. 

As I write this report our activity in the park has dropped 
in all areas. Swimming activity will probably remain slow 
except on weekends, but we look for camping to pick up 
again in September. I believe that the hot weather and bugs 
are keeping them away right now. 

My family and I are pleased to be at Little Pee Dee and 
we find the people around this area to be most helpful and 
friendly. Drop in to see us when you can. May God bless 
each and everyone of us in our daily lives as we perform our 
duties of serving the public. May we leave an impression on 
each visitor that South Carolina state parks are the best! 

DANNY ODOM 
Superintendent 

LYNCHES RIVER STATE PARK — Summer here at 
Lynches River has been a hot one again this year. We've had 
to start our work-days earlier at times just to beat the heat, 
and at times the heat looked like it was going to beat us 
anyway! Hot weather doesn't keep the public away from our 
picnic grounds and play areas, though. At this time, our 
records show that we have had an increase over last year of 
40,667. We must be doing something right! One thing that 
has really been inspirational for us in the public's appreciation 
of our neat and clean park. Just knowing we are appreciated 
makes our work a whole lot easier! 

Fishing at Lynches River hasn't been as good this year, 
due to the conditions of the river, although there have been 
as many people trying, if not more. Spring rains and flooding 
caused many problems as the river stayed almost at flood 
level, then dropped as the spawning season had just begun. 

The Community Building has really been keeping us busy 
and looks like it will continue until the end of October, 
especially on weekends. Family reunions and birthday 
dinners still contribute largely to this activity. The largest 
group that enjoyed the building was the South Carolina 
Commission on Aging, which consisted of 750 or more. 

Our Nature Trail is in constant use and is enjoyed by both 
young and old alike. As a matter of fact, everyone that has 
talked to me about it, expresses their desires for more trails. 

We have had to keep a contant check on our playground 
equipment for safety repairs. It's not rotting down — they are 
wearing it out!!! Again, another good sign that our 
community is happy with our park and its services. 

Even though we've had to keep up the pace this summer 
and fight the heat and all the other elements, we have found 
time to enjoy some recreation together. We enjoyed the 
company of friends and neighbors at a recent birthday supper 
for Superintendent Wayne Smith with his family at their 
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home. We also enjoyed a venison barbecue the other night 
which I personally prepared. The usual group of friends and 
neighbors chipped in with the side dishes and no barbecue 
went to waste which made the 'chef feel mighty good! 
Everyone had a great time at both events — a little recreation 
is good for all of us. 

Superintendent Wayne Smith and his family extend a 
welcome to anyone in the area to come by and visit us at any 
time and the same welcome is extended by the Ranger Vissage 
family. We hope that all of you have had a good and safe 
summer, and are looking forward to the upcoming fall 
season, as we are. 

RODGER D. VISSAGE 
Ranger 

POINSETT STATE PARK — The summer season is in 
full swing here at Poinsett. The days are long this time of 
year, and we are putting every bit of daylight to good use. 
Attendance at the lake has been exceptional, with weekends 
bringing visitors from outlying communities to picnic and 
swim. Thanks to our staff and a hard working group of 
A-2's, things are running smoothly. Special thanks also to Ed 
Roberts, our naturalist, who has been entertaining our 
visitors at the nature center and the campers with films and 
nature hikes. 

We had a record breaking July 4th, with over 1,800 cars. 
Our resident park historian, James Washington, said it was 
the busiest he has seen it in his 36 years here at Poinsett. 

We have had surprisingly few bad incidents here this 
summer. Fortunately, no one has had a swimming accident 
or a close encounter with a snake. We did have one party-
goer on the 4th who tried "swimming on the bottom," and a 
three-foot rattlesnake that visited one of our picnic areas. 
Both "gentlemen" were politely asked to leave. Superin
tendent West has had his problems with the local squirrels. 
One had a "shocking experience" which left the park without 
power when it blew the main electrical transformer. 

We received quite a few compliments on the unspoiled 
beauty of our park. Several campers from Columbia and 
Charleston have asked why we keep this place such a secret. 
Perhaps they will spread the word and return with some of 
their friends next time. We are looking forward to seeing 
them this autumn when our hills and swamps put on their 
brightest colors. 

STEVE PARKER 
Ranger II 

REDCLIFFE STATE PARK — Well, it's finally 
happening! The House Ways and Means Committee has 
approved the funds for Redcliffe to be painted and restored. 
This is great news to us, and we are working hard to get 
everything ready. We have finished cleaning the shutters and 
are waiting for new slats and pieces to replace broken ones. 
We are anxious to start, but I'm sure it will be a tough task 
for us and the painters. 

Our grass has slowed down a tad, but it still keeps us on 
our toes. We hope that all of you have had an excellent 
summer season, but I know you are glad that it is about over. 

GENE COBB 
Superintendent 

SANTEE STATE PARK — Hot weather is definitely not 
a hindrance to park visitors, at least not here at Santee State 
Park. I think that the main reason for our large visitation is 
mainly due to the courtesy of our park personnel and also the 
planned activities of our recreator, naturalist, and missionary. 
The latter three have worked hard to plan these programs 
and they have done this as a team. I would feel greatly 
relieved about next year's operation if I thought that we 
could have the same crew next year. 

The summer is about gone and the weather is still hot and 
muggy, and hopefully we can go through the remainder of 
the season without any difficulty or serious accidents. 

My thanks go out to all park personnel and part-time 
employees for a wonderful operation. 

TED BARBIE, JR. 
Superintendent 

WOODS BAY STATE PARK — As I sit here on the first 
anniversary of coming to Woods Bay, I see that it has been a 
very good year, and a busy one at that. The park has had 
quite a few additions; a 225 feet extension to the boardwalk 
and the second loop of the canoe trail were completed, and two 
amphitheaters were built. All this and the regular maintenance 
of the park have kept me very busy. I almost forgot the 
biggest addition, which to me is the most important, and this 
was our daughter, Katie. She arrived April 28 at 2:47 P.M. 
She has really filled our home with a lot of joy. I believe that 
this is enough about the past year. Now for the events that 
have been going on this summer. 

The park use is up a lot over last year, with the attendance 
almost double. Most of this is due to a lot of group use and 
fishermen. We had the Youth Conservation Corps from the 
Carolina Sandhills National Wildlife Refuge. They really 
enjoyed the park. They said it was the best field trip they had 
ever taken. I was glad to have them. We also had a group of 
girl scouts from the Pee Dee Area Council that used the park 
for a week as a day camp. They seemed to have had a good 
time. We've also had a lot of baseball teams to use the park 
along with the Jaycees, from Olanta, who had their first 
annual picnic at the park. 

There have been a lot of people coming to the park in 
search for a place to camp. I usually express regret that there 
are no camping facilities yet and ask which way they are 
heading. They soon find out that there are other parks with 
camping close by. 

Most of the work this summer has been keeping the trash 
up and the grass cut. There are always a few unexpected 
problems to come up. A backed-up septic tank was one of the 
unexpected ones but the addition of one hundred feet of 
drain field corrected the problem. I have to thank one of the 
local farmers for the loan of a backhoe, and the work of some 
local boys from the Florence County Comprehensive 
Manpower program. 

I guess that I have been jawing long enough about Woods 
Bay. I do hope that every one has a pleasant summer and a 
safe Labor Day weekend. Wendy and Katie said for all of 
you to stop in and see us at the Bay. 

ROY ATKINSON 
Superintendent 
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Family Week Proclaimed 

Family Week Committee, from left: Courtenay Carson 
(Chairman), Director, Public Information Division, S. C. 
Commission on Aging; Ms. Gwen Power (Secretary), S. C. 
Department of Social Services; Mrs. Millie Vickery, rep
resenting Ralph Magoffin, Deputy Commissioner, S. C. 
Department of Agriculture; Vandell Davis, Assistant Director, 
Young Adults Conservation Corps; and Dr. Virginia Greene, 
Clemson University Extension Service. 

In accord with a new South Carolina law passed 
unanimously during the recently adjourned legislative 
session, Family Week was celebrated for the first time 
this year, August 25-31. In 1979, the first "South 
Carolina Family of the Year" will be selected. 

The Proclamation, issued by Gov. Edwards, 
acknowledges the committee, established by law 
H3182, which is comprised of representatives of the 
S. C. Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism; 
Youth Services; Social Services; Agriculture, and the 
Commission on Aging and the Clemson University 
Extension Service. 

Committee members are at work establishing 
criteria for the selection next year of South Carolina's 
first "Family of the Year." 

The proclamation states: "WHEREAS: the Amer
ican family has influenced our nation and our state, its 
development of strength and prosperity . . . 

WHEREAS: in these times the family unit deserves 
to receive renewed attention, preservation, under
standing and prayers . . . 

"THEREFORE, I Governor James B. Edwards, do 
hereby proclaim support for 'Family Week in South 
Carolina' and urge its celebration by churches, 
organizations, schools, the news media and the 
citizens of our state." 
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Construction work on the new Olympic Pool, Bathhouse 
and Concession at Croft State Park was completed on May 
30 of this year allowing this new complex to be opened to the 
public on June 1st along with seasonal facilities of all other 
South Carolina State Parks. A summer staff of 24 A-2 
employees was hired to operate the new Croft facility in 
Spartanburg County, and public response and use of the 
pool, bathhouse and concession has been very good, with a 
large daily attendance from the first day of the season. 
Swimming fees for the first two months (June and July) 
totaled $26,374.00 while concession revenue totaled $16,-
011.00 for a grand total of $42,385.00. The pool, concession 
and bathhouse is open from 11 A.M. to 9 P.M. daily, seven 
days a week. A few problems such as scheduling of the 24 
summer employees for a two shift operation and pool 
maintenance has occurred, but the overall operation has been 
very smooth. Superintendent Ray Hayes, his staff and the 
seasonal employees have all done a very outstanding job and 
are to be congratulated for their efforts and performance. 

Construction of the new lake (Oolenoy River Watershed 
— Project 13) at Table Rock has now been underway for 
several weeks and clearing of the 55-acre lake basin is 
progressing at a rapid rate. The dam for this new lake, when 
completed, will back water up along both sides of Scenic High
way 11. In order for this to occur the highway will have to be 
raised several feet for approximately two hundred yards near 
the east entrance of Table Rock. Work on this aspect of the 
project is scheduled to begin immediately and completion of 
the project is approximately one year away. The purpose of 
the new lake is two-fold — flood control and recreational 
use. The lake, supporting facilities such as picnic areas, 
nature trails, fishing and boating will become part of Table 
Rock State Park's recreational facilities when completed. 

Bids are now being advertised for architectural drawings 
of the new recreation building at Table Rock by PRT. The 
time frame for completion of the building is approximately 
eighteen months. 

The annual fall outing of the National Hikers & Campers 
Association, South Carolina Chapter, has been switched this 
year from Sadlers Creek State Park to Croft. Officials of the 
State Chapter of NCHA, State Parks Director Ray Sisk, 
Croft Superintendent Ray Hayes and I will be meeting soon 
at Croft to finalize plans for the Camporee. 

There are twenty-four more days left in the current 
summer season which ends Labor Day, September 4th. Then 
comes "Winter Work Projects", the annual fall Super-
tendents' Conference at Santee State Park and maybe a 
vacation. 1 need to get out of here and go fishing! 

R. G. JONES 
District III Superintendent 

CROFT STATE PARK — "Get off the ropes," "swim to 
the ladder," "no running," "only one bounce," these are just a 
few of the things that were heard this year at Croft. The new 
Olympic size swimming pool was the main attraction of the 
park this year. 

Along with the hot summer afternoons were also many 
new park visitors, plunging in for a crowded but refreshing 
swim. Yes, there were those who had to show off their fancy 
dives. Some of the dives were just results of a diving 
workshop held at the pool, along with swimming lessons. 

Many of the faces became familiar, for those who could 
read the sign "No cut-offs," and didn't mind wearing a 
regulation swim suit required by the Health Department. 

Many changes were made to Croft and even through all 
the tickets sold, high grass, dirty shelters, messy campsites 
and other park facilities being used, somehow we managed to 
come out on top. These things make up a very busy season, 
which will be brought to an end by the NCHA Campout in 
late September. Then we'll be looking forward to a beautiful 
fall and a peaceful winter. 

This youngster completes a lap at the swim meet recently 
held at Croft State Park's new pool. 
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IHH*** 

These photographs were made during the South Carolina Junior Olympics and Long 
Course Championships, which were held at Croft in August. This swim meet was sponsored 
jointly by Spartaquatics Swim Club, the Spartanburg Recreation Department, and PRT's 
Division of State Parks, and was sanctioned by the Amateur Athletic Union (AAU). Several 
state records were broken during the 144-event meet, in which some 500 of the state's best 
young swimmers participated. The Spartanburg area has supported the facility in large 
numbers and has filled the pool to its capacity on several occasions during its first summer of 
operation. 
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Have a safe and relaxing winter, and enjoy those winter 
work projects, for it won't be long 'til June 1st again! 

Take care and if you're ever in Spartanburg, come by and 
see us. 

Oh! By the way, it's Croft State Park, not Camp Croft! 

DOUG COTHRAN 
Ranger III 

KEOWEE-TOXAWAY STATE PARK — Warm, dry 
weather came early this summer, and with it an influx of park 
visitors. We had only two showers from mid-May until mid-
July and the temperatures rose to 90° almost every day with 
many days over 100 degrees (that's hot for mountain 
temperature). 

Last year we had a total park visitation of 53,590 people 
in 52 weeks. As of week 30 of this year, we have had 57,740. 

The picnic area is increasing in popularity with more 
families making reservations for family outings. 

The number of out-of-state visitors is running very high as 
we have a tremendous number of North Carolinians using the 
park. Most of these are boaters that come down for a day at 
the lake. The number of people that use our small access to 
the lake is somewhat overwhelming at times. Cars, trucks and 
boat trailers were parked on both sides of the raod almost 
every weekend for about a quarter of a mile from the lake. 

We have a new Ranger II here at Keowee in the person of 
William E. Bowen. Bill comes to us from Edisto Beach and 
has found that it is harder to get around in the mountains 
than in the flat country. We feel very fortunate that Bill came 
to be a part of Keowee-Toxaway and feel that he will be a 
great asset to our park. 

JOHN RHODES 
Superintendent 

OCONEE STATE PARK — This summer has proved to 
be somewhat different, as most summers are. Due to the long 
dry spell and hot weather, the attendance was up and the 
revenue was up also. 

As of this writing on August 7th, we have had no serious 
accidents. Some unusual things that have happened this 
season include: 

1 — Bill Sappenfield completed his fourth year as 
recreator at Oconee. 

2 — Carpet golf had 2,200 players the week of July 9th 
for a total revenue of $1,100. 

3 - A large forest fire threatened the park for three days 
before being brought under control after burning 3,000 acres 
of national forest land surrounding the park. 

4 — Former Superintendent J. W. "Jake" Ray passed 
away in July. 

BOB COTHRAN 
Superintendent 

PARIS MOUNTAIN STATE PARK — Things here on 
Paris Mountain are beginning to slow down somewhat as the 
summer season slips past, yet we are still very busy. 

The summer has been extremely dry; we had no rain from 
the last of June to the last of July. However, the hot weather 
brought the swimmers to the park's swimming area. We have 
had good attendance every weekend and the fourth of July 
brought 772 swimmers and sunbathers. 

State parks offer countless "quiet places" to relax and 
escape the nine-to-five commuter "rat race," as here at Paris 
Mountain State Park, near Greenville. 

Our campground use has been heavy, especially on 
weekends and naturally Fourth of July holidays. 

The shelters have been booked solid on weekends and are 
reserved on through October. We are expecting a special 
group of people in late August at one of our shelters. The 
Atlanta Falcons, while in training at Furman University, are 
holding their annual cookout here. We are looking forward 
to their visit this year as we have in the past few years. 

Since completion of the renovation at Camp Buckhorn, 
the group camp has been used regularly. The groups have 
really enjoyed the improvements and may are planning to 
return next year. Several church groups were among the 
renters. Some groups came from as far away as the lower 
part of the state and Georgia. As others learn of the camp, we 
hope its use will increase not only in the summer but also 
during the winter. 

Our main project has been clearing the underbrush from 
the roadsides in the park. However, due to the hot weather, 
the going has been rough. But, when compared to a nest of 
enraged yellow jackets unearthed by a bush axe, the hot 
weather is nothing! When completed, visibility on the many 
sharp curves in the park will be greatly improved, making it 
safer for the park's users. 

We hope all of you have had as an enjoyable summer as 
we have had; all are invited to stop by and see us. 

Looking forward to the fall season. 

DONALD G. FERGUSON 
Ranger 
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PLEASANT RIDGE STATE PARK — Greetings! By 
the time this issue of "Park Lites" is published, the "busy 
season" will be about over, but as of now we here at Pleasant 
Ridge are in full swing. I must say we will be somewhat 
relieved as we have had a pretty busy summer. 

Our cabin usage has been very good this summer season 
and our campground has been filled on several occasions. 
Along with this, our picnic shelters have been used 
continuously. It seems that each year we have more group 
picnics, church groups, family reunions, and other civic 
groups using our shelters. As of this writing day campers 
from the Greenville YMCA are in their last week of "YMCA 
Wilderness Camp." Eight one-week sessions were held with a 
different group coming each week from different areas of 
Greenville. Even though it was a busy summer, we are proud 
to say that it was a safe and productive one, considering the 
usage of our park and lake. We hope everyone will have the 
same report. 

We had to deal with stray dogs and cats this summer. I 
even have an Irish setter here now which no one claims. The 
yellow jackets, bees, and hornets were plentiful. If any of you 
would like to have some, I will gladly share mine with you! 

My family also helped in the increasing number of family 
reunions. We had the pleasure of hosting the Johnson and 
Vance Family Reunion the weekend of August 4-6, 1978. My 
wife, Ruth, is a descendant of this family. The members of 
this family traveled from Michigan, Ohio, Washington, 
D. C., North Carolina and several cities in South Carolina to 
meet at our park. Some stayed in the cabins. Others traveled 
here in campers and stayed in the campground. Those that 
were unable to stay within the park resided in surrounding 
motels. The reunion ended on Sunday with a family picnic in 
our large shelter. In all there were around 90 family members. 

Our next order of business is getting ready for our winter 
work projects. We hope to complete as much as possible. 

We look forward to hearing from you from time to time. 
If you are in the area, stop in for a visit. 

LEROY L. SMITH 
Superintendent 

ROSE HILL STATE PARK — Even though we are not 
located near the beach or lake where people like to visit in 
this kind of hot weather we have been having, things at the 
park have been pretty busy with all the family reunions, grass 
cutting and more grass cutting (which I am sure most all of 
you know what I mean!) I believe that since I've been sitting 
here writing this, the grass has already grown an inch. 

Time sure seems to fly when you work for PRT, doesn't 
it? I have been here over three years now, and it just seems 
like it was yesterday that I came to work here. But I guess it's 
that way when you enjoy your work and living around people 
like Fred and Helen. 

Fred and I have already been talking about the Christmas 
Open House at Rose Hill, which always seems to be a big 
success. This year we hope to have the Mansion repainted 
and some plaster repair done on the inside for the occasion. 

It won't be long before deer season will be upon us, and 
already we are having hunters visiting the park to scout for a 
place to camp. By the way, Mac, I hope you kill them all 
this year; I can't even bird hunt for the darned things! 

Fred asked me to write this because he was at a loss for 
words. Can the people that know Fred believe that? 

If any of you are up this way be sure to stop by and see 
us. 

EDDIE GLANCE 
Ranger 

SADLERS CREEK STATE PARK —It's about time for 
the leaves to turn gold and brown, for autumn is just around 
the corner. We at Sadlers Creek have had a rather unusual 
summer. Camping picked up fairly well as the summer 
months continued. However, since the Fourth of July we've 
had a slight decrease in visitors. Some of this is due to a 
couple of rainy weekends we've had, and also to the fact that 
the lake is down considerably because of the drought we 
experienced earlier. 

For the first time in the eleven year history of our park, 
there have been four deer spotted by several people at 
different intervals. We believed that they were frightened into 
the park by the dynamiting going on behind Hartwell Dam. 

In the way of facilities, we have added rest room facilities 
to our recreation building. 

The Anderson County Association for Retarded Citizens 
had a summer camp at the park. Among their activities, the 
camp held a beauty contest, a disco dance contest, a gong 
show and a picnic. 

Now that the busy season is just about over, we're all 
polishing our guns and looking forward to fall and a good 
hunting season. 

ANDY SHORE 
Ranger 

TABLE ROCK STATE PARK — With the summer 
season almost gone for 1978, we anticipate Labor Day, and 
the beginning of winter work projects. The crowds have been 
real good on weekends, with the cabins filled to capacity. We 
are also receiving calls daily for reservations for cabins 
through December. 

The ASCS (Soil Conservation Service and Contractors) 
have started work and clearing for the new recreational lake 
here at Table Rock. The lake will be located across Highway 
11 and will encompass about 60 acres. We have heard that 
the lake will be named in honor of our Superintendent, since 
his garden spot will be under water next year! 

The YCC (Youth Conservation Corps) have been a big 
help to us and the park this season. The boys have built and 
repaired bridges on the hiking trails and helped with daily 
maintenance. We hope that they have learned a great deal 
through their experiences. 

We welcome our new Ranger I Chip York and his wife, 
Sandy to park life. We hope that they will be a great asset to 
us also. If you are ever in the area, stop in and say hello! 

We welcome Brooks Jordan and his wife Nancy to Table 
Rock. He is our new Assistant Superintendent. Brooks came 
to us from Huntington Beach, and has been with the Park 
System about 6 years. We wish him the best of luck in 
furthering his career. 

BROOKS M. JORDAN 
Assistant Superintendent 
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WORK UNDERWAY 

Busy Times At Dreher Island 
Three construction projects at South Carolina's 

first inland island state park are underway at Dreher 
Island and other work will soon begin in preparation 
for the opening of this Lake Murray park during the 
summer of 1979. 

Dreher Island State Park will provide water-
oriented recreation activities for residents of the South 
Carolina midlands area. The 350-acre island tract 
located on Lake Murray in Newberry County has been 
made available to PRT under a lease-free arrangement 
from South Carolina Electric and Gas Company. 

Design and construction supervision of the park is 
being done by Wilbur Smith and Associates. Con
struction of sewage and water systems for the new 
state park is approximately 80% complete under a 
$414,000 contract with Boozer and Wharton, Inc. of 
Sumter. The project includes installation of water lines, 
sewage treatment plants, manholes and connections to 
the Newberry County Water and Sewer Authority 
system. 

Extension of the Water and Sewer Authority lines 
to Dreher Island State Park is about 80% complete. 
PRT's contract with the Authority involves payment of 
$50,000 toward water line construction and a tap-on 
fee of $12,800. 

South Carolina Electric and Gas Company has 
already begun to install underground electrical facilities 
to serve the park. 

The Epting Ballenger Corporation of Prosperity 
should resume work soon to complete construction of 
roads, parking lots, boat ramps, a dock, canal, 
pedestrian bridge and an overlook area. Most of this 
work has been completed except for some paving and 
drainage structure. 

Construction bids will be awarded by PRT in 
October for a recreation building, a 35-site camp
ground, four picnic rest stations, eight picnic shelters, 
comfort station, residences and maintenance shops. 

Approximately 2% miles of road and several small 
parking lots will be built to serve these recreation 
facilities. 

Additional facilities already funded to be con
structed in the near future include: play fields with 
shelters, tot lots, playground equipment, a small 
bathhouse concession building near the swimming 
beach, a group day camping area, and a reception 
station at the park entrance. 

Bob Parrish is superintendent at Dreher Island 
State Park and Hobie Buffington is ranger. 
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Parks in District IV completed a safe and smooth 
operation of the summer recently. Starting out as if it was going 
to be rough with disorderly conduct, vandalism, etc., I was 
worried for a while. Thanks to the law enforcement training 
and the excellent cooperation of local agencies in each area, 
arrests were made and the scenes quieted down. It seems that 
we had some visitors who wanted to test us and found that 
we meant business. With the passage of our rules and 
regulations as state laws recently, maybe these problems will 
continue to decrease. I realize how hard it is to keep that 
smile, bite that tongue, and keep a positive attitude. To all of 
you, my thanks and appreciation for a job well done. 

To end on a positive note, the big event in District IV this 
year (in case you haven't heard) was the addition to my 
family. Our first, a daughter, was born May 16. Needless to 
say, she is beautiful, since she takes after me! (Ha!) 

CHARLES F. PARKMAN 
District IV Superintendent 

ANDREW JACKSON STATE PARK — With summer 
approaching fall, our weekly workload is still a double 
handful. Camping is still above our yearly average, yet on the 
decline since the Fourth of July. The high temperatures and 
high humidity have been the spoilers for many of our park 
visitors. It has sent people in search of swimming pools and 
air conditioning. 

On June 17 the College Park Baptist Church of Rock Hill 
held their first annual father and son fishing tournament at 
the park lake. Trophies were awarded to the team with the 
most fish, the largest fish and to the team that didn't catch 

anything. The participants out-numbered the total catch, but 
everyone had fun and the event was considered a big success. 

With park employee's vacation season coming up, you 
can bet the mountains and beaches will see some of the best 
tanned arms and necks ever. But how, on our limited time off 
this time of year, can we keep the rest of our body the same 
shade of brown? So if you see someone on the beach with 
dark brown arms, a lightly tanned back and snow white legs, 
stop and say hello, because it's probably another park 
employee! 

In closing, we would like to wish everyone a safe fall and 
a good dose of rest and relaxation. 

STEVE BUCHANAN 
Ranger 

BAKER CREEK STATE PARK — Goodbye spring 
rains, hello campers: "Yes ma'am, we do have snakes around 
here;" "No sir, you may not pitch a tent in the picnic area;" 
"Sir, I believe you accidentally dropped your pop can out the 
car window;" "Hey kids, don't throw rocks at the rangers 
please!" "Sir, I'm not sure but I think you forgot to attach 
your winch rope because your $8,000 boat is now sitting on 
the ground;" "Yes, $4.42 is an odd number;" "What do you 
mean, the lift station is broken again!" "Ma'am, I'm sorry if 
our tree was in the way of your car;" "No sir, it's only 2 A.M., 
and I don't mind going out in this storm and letting you in 
the gate;" "What do you mean you don't have power? Have 
you tried switching the breaker to the "on" position?" "Yes 
ma'am, the water is drinkable." 

From the highest peaks, with their white summer coats 
reaching into the soft blue clouds of the evening sky, to the 
sloping blankets of sand that gently ease into the endless 
stretches of rolling blue waters, this is typical summer 
linguistics heard throughout the campgrounds of the South 
Carolina State Parks. When the spring rains cease, the 
campers start piling in from every corner of the earth, and 
what a thrill it is to see their smiling faces when they find a 
State Park System as fine as the one we have here in South 
Carolina. Long, endless hours of toil are well worth the 
trouble when you have someone from Holland (who is 
sightseeing across the entire country), say "Sir, this is the 
nicest campground we have been in during our complete 
journey." 

The summer here at Baker Creek has been a good one, 
although the camping has been a little off because of the 
steaming hot weather. We've had our "ups" and "downs", but 
I guess the "ups" outweighed the "downs" because we made it 
through all right. We have enjoyed it, but we are all a little 
tired and weary and ready for the fall season so we can get 
out and do some real work like underbrushing, painting, 
building, etc. Oh, what a joy that will be! 

Before I close, I would like to share with you one more of 
my summer endeavors. I entered the "Mr. Baker Creek 
Pageant" held annually during the week of the 4th of July. 
Suzanne Sommers, eat your heart out! I had three dinner 
date invitations and lost the contest only because I was a little 
late for the judging due to a previous engagement with 
"Killer." But look out, Dolly Parton; 1979 is a new year!" 

MAC COPELAND 
Superintendent 
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CHESTER STATE PARK — Summer has been a very 
busy one here at Chester. Shelter and recreation building 
reservations are booked solid until fall and a lot of last 
minute callers are disappointed when they can't get one on 
the weekends. 

Camping has increased here also. We have had a number 
of out-of-state campers spend several days with us while they 
were tracing their families' "roots". One gentleman was re
doing the courthouse books because the pages were being 
worn out from so much usage. 

We are anxiously awaiting September 10, the date of the 
PRT-sponsored Field Archery Tournament. We are ex
pecting a good turnout. My two sons are busy practicing in 
hopes of bringing home a trophy. 

Since the last article appeared, we have given away 
"Max", the German Shepherd to a lady camper who fell 
madly in love with him. I'm sure she will give him a good 
home. Today we made a trip to the dog pound with three 
huge Great Danes who wandered into the park overnite. 
Maybe I should become a dog-catcher!?? 

WAYNE TIMMS 
Superintendent 

DREHER ISLAND STATE PARK — Although con
struction of the water and wastewater system at Dreher 
Island has been underway since February, there has been 
very little change in the actual physical appearance of the 
island. The absence of some of the underbrush and weeds 
that have about taken over the island, are relatively 
unnoticed by visitors, as these are subtle changes from one 
visit to the next. Taking into consideration the effort to 
remove the above mentioned brush and weeds, this is quite 
an accomplishment when using only a bush-axe and a swing 
blade. But, of course, you would have had to see the place 
beforehand to appreciate it. Hopefully, the individuals 
responsible for the procurement of equipment will see fit to 
acquire more suitable tools before the park is operational 
next year. 

At the present time, the water and wastewater system is 
approximately 65% complete. This also includes the waste 
treatment plant. South Carolina Electric and Gas is currently 
in the process of installing underground power service. The 
other park facilities, to include tackle shop, rest rooms, picnic 
shelters, residences, etc., as of this writing have not been 
released to contract. 

Although the island has been available to public use only 
on Saturday and Sunday from daylight to dark, park use is 
relatively comparable to last year for the same time period. 

ROBERT F. PARRISH 
Superintendent 

GREENWOOD STATE PARK — A few more weeks 
and it will be gone! The bustle of the past six months will be 
behind us as we take stock of the past, and set new goals for 
the future. 

All in all this has been a good season at Greenwood. 
Camping has been steady, and, as always, the day use areas 
have been overcrowded. The shelters have been in constant 
demand, as we have had at least one day camp every week 
since the first of June. 

The annual Festival of Flowers held recently at 
Greenwood brought an influx of out-of-state campers to 
South Carolina. We had campers from all parts of the 
country as well as from Canada. They all seemed to be 
impressed with the facilities provided by our department and 
are anxious to make return visits to many of our parks. 

As Labor Day approaches our attention will soon turn 
from policing crowded areas to paint brushes, hammers and 
nails, and reroofing of buildings as we get ready to begin our 
winter work projects. 

JOE L. HAMBRIGHT, JR. 
Superintendent 

HAMILTON BRANCH STATE PARK — This summer 
has been a relatively quiet and safe one without a mention of 
vandalism. Two weeks ago a boat sank mysteriously while 
under way and was lifted last Saturday. A pay phone has 
been installed outside the office and a security guard has been 
patrolling the park and front gate. Both Superintendent 
J. W. Moore and Ranger Sloan have new boats but comment 
that since they don't have the time to use them, they may be 
rented for $100 a day! 

Work has continued in the picnic area where under-
brushing and limbing is being done. Fishing has fallen off 
after a good spring. We look forward to a cool fall which will 
see more campers and our roads being paved. 

CHRIS HANSON 
Ranger 

HICKORY KNOB STATE RESORT PARK — As the 
old saying goes, "Time really flies when you are having fun." 
The same can be said for being busy. The summer months are 
coming to a close and it seems that the dogwoods, redbuds, 
and azaleas were just blooming here at Hickory Knob. The 
summer season brought with it a lot of hot, dry weather and 
many people who were looking for a nice place to spend a 
weekend or maybe an entire week. Quite a few of these 
people ended up at Hickory Knob, which makes our jobs as 
park personnel a worthwhile and rewarding one. 

Judging from the past revenue records and by talking to 
the people who have been here at Hickory Knob since the 
beginning, it can safely be said that this will be the most 
prosperous and busiest year yet. 

Hickory Knob was the site in late June for one of the 
National Bass Association qualifying tournaments. Although 
the air temperature was reaching 105 to 107 degrees and the 
water temperature was around 90 degrees, those professional 
fishermen were quite successful in pulling in numerous fish. 
Since that particular time, the fishing here at Clark Hill has 
been quite slow due to the hot weather. 

The lawn around the lodge area has been through a 
change since last winter with a complete planting of Bermuda 
grass. The entire area was plowed, raked by hand, rocks 
removed, and seeded. The new carpet of grass surely is an 
asset to the general appearance of the Lodge. 

The numerous flats of marigolds, ageratums, coleus, and 
petunias from the nursery at Kings Mountain State Park also 
helped to give the area a variety of colors. 
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As the summer season ends, we can all look forward to 
the autumn when the crowds begin to diminish, the leaves 
begin to turn, the football season gets in full gear, (with 
N. C. State upsetting Clemson; I'm taking bets), and 
everyone gets the opportunity to take a little time off. So 
during your time off, give us a visit at Hickory Knob if you 
get the chance. 

MIKE DAVIDSON 
Assistant Superintendent 

KINGS MOUNTAIN STATE PARK — The summer 
opens up a new realm of experiences for me. By being a 
seasonal recreator at Kings Mountain State Park I learned, 
among other things, how to play horseshoes; that a Hognose 
snake's hiss is much worse than his bite; that Carolina 
Indians played a game similar to bowling called "Chunky", 
that not everyone knows what the Big Dipper is, and if 
Carolininans are asked to present a state park program 
concerning their career field they will bend over backwards to 

the program and to help. 

A friendly afternoon game of volleyball by some campers, 
the YCC workers and the recreator and naturalist at Kings 
Mountain. 

I got in touch with a lot of hardy, rowdy mountaineer 
culture and through our square dances, bluegrass concerts, 
hikes to the Living History Farm and gab sessions around the 
horseshoe pits, the campers also rediscovered their unique 
heritage. It was a summer of exuberance, frustration, sur
prises and sharing: they shared with me the knowledge that 
an onion will draw the "pizen" from a bee sting, and I shared 
with them my supply of games on July 4th and my sense of 
wonder at all times. 

Looking back, I can see that we've all grown, the park 
included. The Living History Farm's livestock and buildings 
are continually growing, as are the sizes of Ranger Rick 
Davis's farm tours! 

Summer Intern Ralph Goodson has seen to it that the 
park shop has a new addition. In conclusion, I must assert 
that this old stomping ground of American Revolutionary 
War Soldiers isn't merely aging, but is continually improving. 

GRETCHEN SMITH 
Recreator 

My assignment as a naturalist for the summer of 1978 was 
the development of a natural history museum, along with 
various other responsibilities, such as taking nature hikes to 
the Living History Farm Farmhouse, critter hunts for all the 
kids and programs for the weekend campers. 

I never could have predicted the new ideas and experience 
that this job would provide. Most of the help for completion 
of my museum came from campers and their children. Many 
were so eager that they provided me with more specimens 
than I could identify, not to mention the numerous posters 
and murals that their mothers donated to the museum. The 
park staff was also very willing to help. I could not name one 
person that did not contribute something, whether it was a 
hognose snake, a two tailed shunk, or the installation of the 
museum air conditioner. 

Among the many activities that were scheduled, one of my 
favorites was a program given by a medical doctor who had 
also taught herpetology at a college for a number of years. 
Dr. Talley from Grover, North Carolina gave such an 
interesting discussion about snakes that I could almost pick 
one up without trembling! 

My summer stay at Kings Mountain State Park was my 
introduction to wildlife in South Carolina, and for the first 
time I developed a real feel for the subject. 

ERIKA MONTGOMERY 
Naturalist 

LANDSFORD CANAL STATE PARK — I've seen the 
best year ever at Landsford Canal. The park has seen more 
visitors this season than ever. We've had many church groups 
to picnic at the park, birthday parties and an anniversary 
party. The groups bring their own picnic tables, grills, etc., 
and have a great time. Many enjoy playing horseshoes, 
frisbee, and Softball. 

The nature trails have seen much usage during the 
weekends. Not only are the park visitors amazed at the canal 
locks but they also enjoy the beautiful wildflowers and ferns 
as well as the overall tranquility. 

I still get numerous calls inquiring about picnic tables, 
grills, camping, etc. 

We've been most fortunate to have the Manpower 
workers again this summer. The workers have been kept busy 
cutting grass, keeping litter picked up on the nature trails, 
river bank, parking areas, as well as doing some painting. 

We have high hopes for this fall. We hope to see the road 
leading to the parking area and the parking area paved. 
Maybe we can get the log cabin restored and possibly picnic 
tables, etc., by next season. Landsford Canal has great 
potential and I hope to see the park reach its potential to the 
fullest. 
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I'd like to share the following with you. How many of the 
different kinds do you know? 

A lot of people are like wheelbarrows — no good unless 
pushed. 

Some are like canoes — they need, to be paddled. 
Some are like kites — if a string isn't kept on them, 

they'll fly away. 
Some are like kittens — they are contented when petted. 
Some are like footballs — you can't tell which way they'll 

bounce next. 
Some are like balloons — full of wind and ready to blow 

up. 
Some are like trailers — they have to be pulled. 
Some are like lights — they keep going on and off. 

Many, thank God, are like the North Star, there when 
you need them. Dependable, ever loyal, and a guide to all 
people. 

There's always an open invitation to each of you to stop 
by when you're in the area. Wishing you a safe and happy 
summer. 
MARSHALL L. BRUCKE 
Superintendent 

SESQUICENTENNIAL STATE PARK 

"The View From The Bath House" 

Returning customers, and lots of new faces, 
Campers from near and far away places. 
Kids from Day Camps and Bible School 
Splashing and laughing in the Sesqui Park pool. 
Bikini clad misses and stout matrons 
All shapes and sizes, our park patrons. 
Zinc oxide noses, beautiful tans 
Cigarette butts and pull tabs from cans. 
New Putt-Putt carpet for more golfing fun, 
Picnickers litter, removed by the ton. 
Filming TV commercials & Gem swapping "Rock Hounds" 
Just a normal day on Sesqui Park grounds. 
Pats on the back, and a few slaps, 
Sorry ma'am, no children on laps. 
On July 30th, three birthdays, 
Gus's, Ha's and New Baby Ray's. 
Across the lake, a beautiful view, 
And there is Lee, making another rescue. 
Michelle is teaching a new swim class 
Everyone hoping this time we'll pass. 
Jeff, "Fid", and Tommy, Mikes, we have two, 
These "Flymen" make up our maintenance crew. 
Joe, Lee and Jimmy, plus Michelle LeGrande 
These are part of our Lifeguard band. 
Art, Rick and Linda, that's seven so far, 
And these last three are all named Smarr. 
Susan at the Putt-Putt and Susan Neff 
And don't forget Ila, that's me, myself. 
Jim, the Park "Super", heads up the clan 
With Gus, Rod and Ray to give him a hand. 
The ball game is over, the Maintenance team won, 
Hard play, Bar-B-Q and lots of fun. 
That's our gang, here for one reason, 
To help everyone have a happy Swim Season. 

ILA C. MEADORS, Park Aide and 
Bath House Attendant 
(and Poet Laureate for our park system! Ed.) 

Energy Saver 
I know that by now our busy season is behind us. 

Now that we spent this summer with vacationers 
around our parks, we are now contemplating taking a 
little vacation ourselves. In taking our vacation, most 
of us will be using the family car, so here are a few 
energy efficient driving tips. The driving technique of 
the person behind the wheel is the most important 
single element in determining the fuel economy of any 
car. One researcher insists a careful driver can get at 
least 30 percent more mileage than the average driver 
and 50 percent more than the wasteful one. 

1. Drive at a moderate speed — 55 MPH IS THE 
LAW! 

2. Accelerate smoothly — this saves engine wear, 
tires and fuel. 

3. Keep a steady pace, if possible, and avoid that 
stop-and-go traffic. 

4. Do not let your motor idle for more than a 
minute. Turn the engine off. It takes less fuel to 
restart the car than it takes to let it idle. 

5. Do not let the gas station attendant over fill 
your tank. Tell him to remove the hose when 
the automatic valve closes. In doing this, it will 
eliminate any chance of wasteful spillage. 

And last but not least, be careful and drive 
defensively at all times because you don't know who is 
behind the wheel in those other cars! 

WILLIAM C. LUCAS 
Chief of Construction 

Worth Remembering . . . 
Tell me; I'll forget, 
Show me; I may remember, 
Involve me; I'll understand. 

Submitted by James Work 

OOOPS! A reference was made on page 22 of the 
Summer issue to the Hamptons at Hampton Planta
tion. This was the ancestral home of the Rutledge 
Family, and the Editor regrets the error. 
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MISS LESLIE SALVO 

PICKENS GIRL WINS N.C.H.A. 
"TEEN QUEEN" TITLE 

Student Life Editor. She was on the varsity basketball 
team for three years, and earned her letter the first 
year. In addition, she was color guard for two years 
and was one of the finalists in the Pickens High 
School's beauty contest, "Miss Gem." 

Miss Salvo was twice the Girls' State Representa
tive from Pickens High School, and was elected to the 
Girls' State House of Representatives. She plans to 
attend Winthrop College, where she received a 
scholarship. She hopes to study physical education, 
political science and possibly go on to law school after 
completing her undergraduate work. Leslie Ann's 
talent for the national contest was mountain-style 
clogging. 

During 1978 and 1979, Miss Salvo will have many 
opportunities to represent all NCHA teens. 

Miss Salvo, left, was welcomed back to Pickens after her 
election as 1978 Teen Queen with a parade through Easley 
and a reception. Pictured with Miss Salvo are A1 Geit, South 
Carolina NCHA president, and Miss Salvo's parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. T. A. Salvo. Photo by Russ Gantt. (Leslie Ann is no 
stranger to South Carolina state parks! She worked this past 
summer at Paris Mountain State Park. Ed.) 

Leslie Ann Salvo, daughter of Ted and Ernestine 
Salvo, is the new NCHA Teen Queen. Leslie Ann 
represented South Carolina NCHA Campers (her 
parents are members of the Easley Riders Chapter) at 
the National Campvention held at Elbert, Colorado in 
July. She competed successfully against 36 other 
young ladies from other states. 

Leslie is a graduate of Pickens High School, where 
she was student body president. She was secretary to 
the Beta Club for four years and was the annual staff 
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New Employees 
Gregory Bataille Parks Development Planner Central Office 
Jerry Bellamy Ranger I Poinsett 
Terrance Brown Laborer Service & Supply Center 
Christina Chase Groundskeeper I CTL 
Vandell Davis Administrative Asst. II YACC 
William DeMay Animal Caretaker Asst. CTL 
Marion M. Edmonds Hist. Research Coord. Central Office 
John Holliman Ranger I CTL 
Vernon Jones Ranger I Givhans Ferry 
William H. Jones, Jr. Supply Clerk II Service & Supply Center 
William D. Mallard Ranger I Edisto Beach 
(Catherine McCoy Camp Director YACC 
Dale Osborne Ranger I CTL 
Gerard Perry Ranger I Edisto 
Leigh A. Smith Canteen Operator I CTL 
Judy Taylor Key Entry Operator I Service & Supply Center 
James Whitfield Groundskeeper 1 Oconee Station 
Klaus Wickizer Ranger I Old Dorchester 
Edward G. York, Jr. Ranger I Table Rock 
Betty S. Young Custodial Supv. I Hickory Knob 

Promotions & Transfers 
Name From To 
William Bowen Ranger I, Edisto Ranger 11, Keowee 
Charles Cumbee Ranger I, Givhans Ferry Ranger II, Huntington Beach 
George Gordon Ranger II, Huntington Beach Supt. I, Old Dorchester 
Caswell Hamilton Ranger I, CTL Ranger II, CTL 
Foster Hart Ranger II, Kings Mountain Ranger III, Huntington Beach 
Brooks Jordan Ranger III, Huntington Beach Asst. Supt., Table Rock 
Charles Mason Ranger I, Kings Mountain Ranger II, Kings Mountain 
Danny Odom Supt. I, Old Dorchester Supt. II, Little Pee Dee 
Steven Parker Ranger I, Poinsett Ranger II, Poinsett 
Ray Stevens Ranger I, Myrtle Beach Ranger II, Edisto 

Resignations 
Lisa Alexander James Dubose Kevin Robbins 
Betty Jo Anderson Andrew Gillens Furniss Rogers 
Herbert Ashley Marvin Gillian Louis Rush 
Edward Ball Mary A. Hoss Elizabeth Scarborough 
Susan Billings Edward C. Inabinet Pamela Smith 
H. H. Bouknight Bailey M. Morrow Gary Stein 
William Boyce Cheryl Newman Carter Thomas 
Franklin Bryant Larry Orr Willard Thompson 
Jean Cuttino Steven Parker Jane Turner 
Barbara Drake A Michael Reese 

> 

Donald Wood 
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WHY DO YOU DO IT? 

Whether in 1947,1959, 
1968 or 1978, 

THE REASON 
REMAINS THE SAME! 

I have a genuine interest in the people with whom I 
work, and I have spent many a pleasant moment 
talking with Columbia office and field personnel. It may 
have been during an interview for PARK L1TES or an 
informal chat over a cup of coffee, but I have enjoyed 
them all. 

Many of you have told me about the various duties 
that you perform, and I have observed many of you "in 
action." A recent interview with Chief Naturalist Joe 
Frank Watson brought out some reflections of "the 
good old days" that have not changed through the 
years. 

Joe Frank mentioned that park employees used to 
lock their gates at 10 P.M. rather than at dark 
. . . that he used to patrol the park winter and summer 
in an open jeep without a heater . . . that he thought he 
was in "hog heaven" when the park obtained a surplus 
Dodge Power Wagon with BOTH an enclosed cab and 
a heater . . . that he was issued his first park truck with 
a heater in 1961. 

Other memories of bygone days can be relived by 
so many of you, who manned crosscut saws and dug 
ditches by hand. Joe Frank recalled Superintendent 
Steele at Lee State Park, who routinely patrolled the 
entire park for litter and other job assignments with his 
only "vehicle," a wheelbarrow! A few of you "old-
timers" will remember wearing blisters swinging axes 
and scythes before the coming of the chain saw and 
the power mower. 

Park reports up to the present time relate incidents 
of encountering problems and solving them, one way 
or another. Which brings me to the point of this 
"editorial." Many things could be said about park work 

through the years, but one underlying fact applies as 
well in 1978 as it did "back in the good old days!" 

STATE PARK EMPLOYEES ALWAYS MANAGE 
TO GET THE JOB DONE WITH WHATEVER IS 
AVAILABLE! 

Times may change, personnel may come and go, 
new equipment may replace the old, but the challenges 
of park work remain. The problem is always solved 
with whatever resources of personnel and equipment 
are available at that time. 

Those of you that are making a career for yourself 
in park work tackle thorny problems year-round. Why 
do you do it? The laughter of a child in the swimming 
area or the friendly smiles and constant chatter of 
families at a reunion are reasons enough. 

We all have different conceptions of what a state 
park is. However, more important than our opinions 
about state parks are the opinions of state parks in the 
minds of visitors. Their happy smiles tell us all that we 
need to know, and make our efforts worthwhile. 

Times change, and so do the problems that we will 
face next week, next month and next year. However, 
in the time-honored spirit of state park employees, we 
will get the job done! After all, state park employees 
always manage to get the job done with whatever is 
available! 
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The "Big Daddy" Fishing Tournament held August 26 provided a lot of laughs and quite a 
few fish for the anglers. Teams consisted of one child and one adult, and trophies were 
awarded to the junior member of the winning team. At left, "weigh-in" time at a picnic shelter 
near the Tackle Box. At right, this photo is proof that the event was an unqualified success! 


