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FROM 
THE 
DIRECTOR 

Here we are, a couple of weeks into the summer 
season, and all reports are that we are in for a good 
summer. Attendance and revenue look good, so let's 
keep the ball-rolling, for Labor Day will be here before 
we know it! 

I know that the days are long during the summer 
months for our park employees and their families. I 
appreciate the extra effort that each of you put forth 
during these busy days and weeks. Most of all, the 
thousands of park visitors will reap the benefits of your 
hard work as they enjoy a pleasant stay at our state 
pat ks. 

You may not think about visitors at your park as 
being "repeat customers," but many of them are! We 
need people coming back time after time, and we need 
people telling their friends and neighbors about the 
wonderful times that they had while picnicking or 
camping or renting a cabin. Yes, we definitely need 
repeat customers. . . . ! 

I am certainly enjoying the pleasant working 
relationship with Mr. D. Gene Rickenbaker, our new 
commission chairman and Hubert Hendrix, a new 
member. Their fresh ideas and viewpoints will give us 
new direction, and we appreciate their interest and 
concern with our mission. We look forward to meeting 
and working with our newest commission member, 
Mr. William S. Durham, Jr. Mr. Durham is featured 
elsewhere in this issue. 

The retirement in June of District I Superintendent 
Norman Cooler, Greenwood Ranger Lee Chappells 
and Maintenance Supervisor Buddy Batten brings to a 

close a total of one hundred years of park service! 
Their years of dedicated service have certainly 
contributed greatly to the growth of our system, and 
they will be missed greatly. 

An eye-pleasing addition to many of our parks this 
year are the flowers that were grown in the greenhouse 
at Kings Mountain. Our thanks go to Superintendent 
Lee Jordan and Assistant Superintendent Lew Cato for 
their efforts in this project. Our first shipment of 
shrubs will be received this fall, and we eagerly await 
their eventual planting at selected park locations 
around the state. 

no. 
RAY M. SISK, Director 
Division of State Parks 
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VICE CHAIRMAN 

William S. Durham, Jr. Appointed To 
PRT Commission 

WILLIAM S. DURHAM, JR. 

William S. (Bill) Durham, Jr. of Columbia has been 
appointed as a member of the State Parks, Recreation 
and Tourism Commission representing the Second 
Congressional District. Mr. Durham fills the unexpired 
term of Robert R. Rigby, Jr., who recently resigned 
after serving ten years as a member of the PRT 
Commission. 

Mr. Durham, a 1960 graduate of The Citadel, has 
been in the real estate business since 1962. As a 
broker, his firm specializes in commercial and 
industrial real estate. A native of Columbia, Mr. 
Durham and his wife Kathryn have three children; a 
son, 7 and two daughters, 8 and 10 years. 

He is a former member of the Columbia City 
Council and has been active in civic affairs. Some of 
his past interests have included tennis, sailing, duck 
hunting, snow skiing, all water sports and polo. "I 
enjoy people immensely," Durham said, "and my wife 
and I spend a great deal of time enjoying our children." 
Bicycling and swimming are two interests that the 
entire family enjoys. 

Mr. Durham is not a "joiner" of organizations, but 
prefers an intense involvement for a specified period of 
time to accomplish some goal or purpose. "Then it's 
time for some new blood to take over," Mr. Durham 
remarked, "and I find something else to do." His real 
estate business involves him in a very personal way, 
therefore he feels a need to stay constantly in touch 
with every phase of it. "My time is limited, therefore 1 
do not take on time-consuming assignments for which 
1 do not have the time," he said. 

Mr. Durham believes that tourism is an asset that 
South Carolina can well take advantage of. Factors 
that he cites as being responsible for its tremendous 
growth include our interstate highway system, ari 
increase in people's involvement in outdoor activities 
and a trend toward "do-it-yourself" pastimes such as 
camping, hiking and boating. 

Mr. Durham has spent a great deal of time along 
the South Carolina coast, and it it obvious that he 
harbors a deep affection for that area. Charleston, 
Pawleys Island and Ocean Drive are areas that he is 
particularly fond of. 

An eye opening exercise for Mr. Durham involved 
the writing of a personal resume. "I did it just for fun," 
he said, "but everyone should compile a list of 
accomplishments just to satisfy one's curiosity!" 

Bill Durham eagerly looks forward to his partici
pation in PRT Commission activities, and his interest 
in a growing South Carolina should be a definite asset 
as he and other members determine policies and 
objectives. 
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State Park Programs and Special Events 
July-December, 1977 

DATE PROGRAM LOCATION 

Friday nights, Square Dances Oconee 
all summer 

Saturday nights, Square Dances Table Rock 
all summer 

July 2-3-4 Fourth of July Celebration Charles Towne Landing 

July 9 Star Gazing Program Santee 

July 20-21 Fly Fishing Workshop Sesqui 

July 23 Star Gazing Program Kings Mountain 

July 31 Orienteering Sesqui 

August 6 Star Gazing Program Oconee 

August 20 Big Daddy Fishing Tournament Santee 

August 27-28 Bow hunting Seminar and Archery Tournament Paris Mountain 

September 3-4-5 Labor Day Observance Charles Towne Landing 

September 4 Archery Tournament Chester 

September 11 Deer Seminar Hickory Knob 

September 16-18 2nd Annual Atalaya Arts & Crafts Festival Huntington Beach 

September 24-25 Muzzle Loaders Conclave Kings Mountain 

September 30-October 1 Oktoberfest Charles Towne Landing 

October 15-16 Fall Color Walks Table Rock, Oconee and 
Keowee-T oxaway 

October 15 Trout Fishing Workshop Pleasant Ridge 

October 15-16 Dorchester County Festival Givhans Ferry 

October 29 Table Rock Trek Table Rock 

October 29-30 Colonial Life and Crafts Charles Towne Landing 

November 12 Clogging Festival Oconee 

November 26-27 Colonial Thanksgiving Observance Charles Towne Landing 

December 10-11 Christmas Tree Lighting Charles Towne Landing 

December 10-11 Christmas Open House Rose Hill 

December 26-30 Thirteenth Month Charles Towne Landing 

Any park employees and their families that are interested in any of these programs are invited to share in the 
fun. Of course, unless an event falls on your day off, it would be a real good idea if you got approval from your park 
superintendent before you made definite plans! For additional information, contact the Program Section at 758-
3622. Program Coordinator Bob Papenfus or one of his colleagues . . . Dan Turpin, Charles Harrison, Joe Frank 
Watson or John Reid Clonts . . . will be only too happy to answer your questions! 
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ONE HUNDRED YEARS! 

Cooler, Batten, Chappells To Retire 

NORMAN B. COOLER 

June 1977 marks the retirement of three "long-
timers" with South Carolina state parks. District I 
Superintendent Norman B. Cooler (31 years), Main
tenance Supervisor L. R. "Buddy" Batten (44 years) 
and Greenwood Ranger Lee Chappells (25 years) close 
out one hundred years of service this month when 
they hang up their blue uniforms. 

NORMAN COOLER is a native of Jasper County, Ridgeland to 
be exact. His father ran a store in Coosawhatchie; his mother was 
also native to the coast, but a mile or two north at Murrells Inlet. 
After graduating from Beaufort High School, Norman went to work 
at the Charleston Navy Yard as an apprentice shipfitter. World War 
II broke out, so Norman joined the Air Force in 1942 as a flight 
engineer on a B-17 bomber. His plane was shot down over 
Czechoslovakia in April 1945, but the end of the war brought about 
his release only two weeks later. In December of that year he was 
discharged and instantly became a happy civilian! 

Norman made two wise decisions in 1947 ... he married his wife, 
Mary and he joined the South Carolina parks system (then under 
the State Forestry Commission)! He began his work as a laborer at 
Hunting Island, but rose through the ranks to become superin
tendent at that park. In 1960 he transferred to Huntington Beach, 
where he was superintendent during an eleven-year period of park 
improvement and development. His next move was to Myrtle 
Beach, where he was park superintendent and district superin
tendent for one year. He then moved off the park and relinquished 
the park superintendent position to assume the singular task of 
District I Superintendent. 

The Coolers have two children, both living in the coastal area. 
Norma is an elementary teacher in Conway and Karl is a metallurgist 
at Georgetown Steel. Norman's sister and three brothers are all 
living here in the South. Ernie is executive director of the Pickens 
County Development Board, while Don, formerly park superin
tendent at Edisto Beach, is employed at a Spartanburg textile firm. 
Harold is an architect in Charlotte and Margie is personnel director 
for the University of Alabama's dental school. 

Norman's wife Mary has worked at various state park jobs over 
the years, and more recently was a partner in a Pawley's Island real 
estate firm. Illness forced her retirement four years ago, but she 
enjoys sewing and crocheting. Norman has always enjoyed salt 
water fishing and is widely known for his superb seafood dishes. 
Crab dip, crab casserole and shrimp Creole are three of his 
specialties! 

The Coolers will continue to live in Beaufort, where they have 
fifteen acres on the Okatee River; the property was formerly his 
father's. They enjoy gardening a half-acre plot to stock their freezer. 

A nineteen-foot travel trailer is the new pride and joy of the 
Coolers! They don't plan any long-range trailering, but hope to see 
more of South Carolina and the southeast. We will miss both 
Norman and Mary, and our fall superintendents' conference won't 
be the same without Norman's delectable seafood dishes! 

A prospective state park employee for 1990 is 
Courtney "Corky" Cooler, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Karl Cooler and granddaughter of Norman and Mary 
Cooler! 

STATE PARKS 
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LORAND R. "BUDDY" BATTEN was born in the shadows of 
Poinsett State Park in nearby Wedgefield. He was one of eight 
children . . . four boys and four girls . . . who had a blacksmith for a 
father. His parents were originally from Wilmington, North Carolina. 
Buddy remarked that no one ever had to go barefoot, for there 
were always plenty of shoes laying around! 

Buddy attended Sumter County public schools and graduated 
from Wedgefield High School. The country was emerging from the 
depression in 1933 when Buddy went to work at the Sumter Camp 
of the Civilian Conservation Corps. From that time until the 
outbreak of World War II Buddy drilled wells for the Forestry 
Commission at fire towers and park sites. 

Wartime changed Buddy's employer to the U. S. Army as he 
worked for Army Ordnance and the Corps of Engineers as a senior 
mechanic. The State Forestry Commission took the facilities back 
after the war, so Buddy resumed his state park maintenance where 
he left off. Two of Buddy's former "bosses" from the forestry days 
that stand out in his mind are Mr. H. A. Smith and Mr. Charles 
Flory. 

Buddy had married Maude Rodgers from Hartsville in 1927, and 
they had three sons and three daughters. One daughter is deceased, 
while the others are all living here in South Carolina. The Battens 
have thirteen grandchildren and one great grandchild, so family 
reunions require a lot of room! (Check with Poinsett Superintendent 
James Taylor about a picnic shelter, Buddy! Ed.) 

From the mid-forties until the late sixties, Buddy worked all over 
the state from his Sumter location, performing maintenance work at 
state parks as the need arose. He has lived at Wedgefield for fifty 
years, and some of his children live nearby. For the past several 
years he has commuted from his home to the Service and Supply 
Center. His work assignments over the years could be lumped into 
four categories — plumbing, carpentry, electrical wiring and repair, 
and well drilling. Buddy built the home he is living in, and through 
the years has remodeled it, bit by bit. 

He does not have any globe-trotting ambitions during his 
retirement years, as his home and family happily occupy most of his 
time. "I plan to take life easy, and work a bit in and around the 
house," Buddy remarked. Calm and easy going, Buddy has often 
been referred to as "the kind of man that anyone would want for a 
father or grandfather." 

The list would be too long to print, but take my word for it 
. . . Buddy Batten's diligent hands and alert mind have resulted in 
more improvements in South Carolina state parks than any other 
individual that has ever worked for them! We're all going to miss 
you, Buddy! (I have a hunch that you will be having visits at your 
Wedgefield home from your many friends, in the "state park family!" 
Ed.) Note: Buddy was the subject of an interview in the March 1974 
edition of PARK LITES. 

LEE CHAPPELLS was interviewed in the Summer 1976 edition 
of PARK LITES. Lee is retiring after serving 25 years as a ranger at 
Greenwood State Park. He and his wife Leola have a home just two 
miles from Greenwood State Park, where they plan to take life easy 
for a while. One thing is for sure . . . Lee won't have far to go if he 
gets a bit homesick for the surroundings of Greenwood State Park! 
Among other things, he is a first-class grass cutter, and the "lure of 
the green" might entice Lee back onto the seat of a Gravely mower! 

BUDDY BATTEN 

LEE CHAPPELLS 
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To Observe and Appreciate 

SIX HUNDRED ATTEND WILDFLOWER WEEKENDS 
"If you will all gather around, we'll find out who is 

here and we can get started. I'm Wade Batson and my 
colleague here is. . . ." The time was 12:30 p.m. on 
April 16th and the man speaking was Dr. Wade Batson 
of the University of South Carolina. He was 
introducing himself to a group of people who had 
assembled for a wildflower field trip into the Congaree 
Swamp. But he was not alone. Simultaneously, there 
were four other introductions being made at various 
points across the state marking the beginning of the 
"South Carolina Spring Wildflower Weekends." And 
what a beginning it was! Before the program had 
ended, 23 similar introductions would have been made, 
and over 600 people would have been involved in this 
nature program. 

The field trip leaders and slide lecturers for this 
program were academic and professional botanists 
from around the state who volunteered their services, 
and the locations of field trips covered practically every 
major vegetation type to be found in South Carolina. 
There is probably no similar program anywhere which 
relies on the abundance of professional talents that 
was assembled for this one. The nineteen people who 
assisted in this endeavor constitute a list that reads like 
the "Who's Who" of South Carolina botanists. And 
where else could there be a nature experience which 
essentially stretches over an entire state, beginning 
with the coastal beaches and concluding only after 
having scaled the mountains? 

What was the attraction here that drew over 120 
people into waist deep water in the Congaree Swamp? 
or lured 30 people up Station Falls in the rain and 
mud? or attracted 35 to the dunes and woods at 
Hunting Island? They were assembled for a single 
reason — to observe and appreciate the beauty of 
South Carolina's abundant Spring wildflowers in some 
of the state's most unique natural habitats. Trip 
leaders were along to point out this often overlooked 
aspect of our environment and slide lecturers filled the 
gaps as they displayed this natural beauty through the 
art of photography. 

They came to see wildflowers and wildflowers they 
saw. Rare and endangered species were observed at 
many of the nineteen field trip locations and those 
accompanying Dr. Oscar LaBorde to Harmon Creek 
were rewarded by the observation of 158 different 
species in bloom, the record for the program. These 
were not the only ones rewarded; however, everyone 
who participated left with the satisfaction of having 
learned a little more about South Carolina's natural 
beauty. 

JOHN REID CLONTS 
State Parks Naturalist 
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DISTRICT I 
Danny Odom, Superintendent 

Old Dorchester 

DISTRICT II 
Bill Alewine, Superintendent 

Lee 

DISTRICT III 
Fred Belk, Superintendent 

Rose Hill 

DISTRICT IV 
Robert Parrish, Superintendent 

Dreher Island 

DANNY ODOM — Danny hails from tobacco and stock car 
racing country in Darlington, where he grew up on a farm with six 
brothers and two sisters. His father raised cotton, corn and tobacco. 
Danny graduated from the local St. John's High School, where he 
played varsity baseball. He worked as a machinist for Sonoco Paper 
Products for seven years before becoming a Ranger at Cheraw in 
1972. Two years later he was promoted to Ranger III and transferred 
to Paris Mountain. Another two years passed and Danny was 
promoted to Superintendent and assigned to Old Dorchester. 

Danny's wife, Grace, is also from Darlington. They have three 
sons, Tony, 9, Greg, 3 and Chris, 10 months. Danny likes to fish and 
hunt while Grace enjoys reading and tennis (she has been taking 
tennis lessons in nearby Charleston). The Odoms have traveled a 
little in South Carolina, North Carolina and Tennessee, but hope to 
travel out west one of these first years. They visit both families in 
Darlington when that day off rolls around! Grace works during the 
"tax season" for H & R Block. She would like to eventually become 
a Certified Public Accountant. 

Attendance at Old Dorchester has been heavy this spring and 
early summer. "There must have been five thousand people here on 
Easter Sunday," Danny remarked. School groups enjoy a living 
history lesson at the park, and many compliments have been 
received concerning the new exhibit shelter. Two facilities most 
requested by visitors include picnic shelters and a recreation building 
in the camping area. 
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BILL ALEWINE -- Bill grew up in Abbeville County, where 
his father worked on a farm. He had three sisters but no brothers, 
so he didn't have to worry about wearing second-hand clothes! Bill 
graduated from Dixie High School, Due West, then worked at a 
textile mill for two years. His next eighteen years were spent on the 
road driving an "eighteen wheeler," the first fifteen years from Texas 
to Kentucky and the last three in North Carolina, South Carolina 
and Georgia. 

He worked with the Anderson highway department maintenance 
crew for three years and was in the L.P. gas business for one year 
before he became a member of the state park "family." His first 
assignment was Myrtle Beach, where he stayed one year and was 
promoted from Ranger I to Ranger II. His next move was to Cheraw, 
where he made Ranger III and stayed only seven months before 
packing his bags and heading for Santee. Bill was Assistant 
Superintendent for twenty months, then it moving time again as he 
took Van Pressley's job as Suprintendent at Lee upon Van's 
retirement. 

Bill's wife Carolyn has worked in a grocery store, done 
secretarial work and some bookkeeping as well. The Alewines have 
three children, a daughter, Donna and twin boys, Greg and Craig, all 
attending local schools. They enjoy tent camping, and more recently 
had a tent camper which they sold. Bill likes to fish and play ball 
while Carolyn attends ceramics classes in nearby Hartsville. She also 
does some modelling in plaster of paris. 

Bill has a CB radio and has found it extremely useful in 
promoting the park to persons traveling on nearby I 20. Bill and 
Carolyn have visited most of the state parks in South Carolina, and 
they look forward to purchasing another camper. They visit both 
families frequently, and want to visit Florida in the near future. 

Bill enjoys talking with park visitors, and has found that these 
people think that you're super just because you spend a few minutes 
talking with them. He would like to see some type of shelter built in 
the camping area, as it has been requested many times by both 
family campers and camping clubs that frequent the park. 

The Bishopville area is "horse country," as evidenced by the 
facilities (show ring, bleachers, jumps) built by members of a local 
4-H club. Funds were provided by the state. Some eleven miles of 
horse trails on the park are also receiving steady usage. Ranking 
high in popularity at Lee are the Artersian Nature Trail and the Loop 
Road Auto/Hiking Trail. 

Scout camping at Lee has picked up tremendously, in 
addition to the use of picnic facilities for church groups and 
reunions. The community building is booked regularly for camping 
clubs, square dances and family reunions, with Sundays reserved 
until November. Local park visitors have been well behaved, and the 
word about Lee is being spread by out-of-staters stopping at the 
park to camp on their way to or from Florida. A local garden club 
has undertaken a project to set out various plants to help beautify 
the park. "People in the Bishopville area are very interested in this 
park at their back door," Alewine remarked. He lists the park's 
location practically on Interstate 20 as being a major factor in 
advertising the park. 

FRED BELK — Fred is a native of Union County, but has a 
dialect all his own! Listening to Fred talk is more entertaining than 
watching television! Fred grew up on a farm with five brothers and 
three sisters, but the family moved to Lockhart when he was about 
eleven. His father was a barber and textile worker. He did a lot of 
barbering at Camp Croft when it was an active Army training camp. 

Fred quit school at the age of sixteen and went to work at the 
Lockhart Mill. Subsequent jobs at Union's United Merchant and 
Manufacturing plant and Inman Mills in Enoree totalled twenty-five 
years in textiles for Fred. During this time he took various courses of 
instruction and went back to Union High School to complete his 
high school education. After a lapse of twenty-six years he graduated 
in August 1971! 

Fred married Helen Vaughan in 1945. A native of Union, she 
enjoys sewing and makes most of her clothes. The Belks have three 
children, two sons and a daughter. Alfred, assistant director of the 
Union County Recreation Department, is married and has a four-
year old son, Kevin. Melinda, also married, has a four-month old 
daughter, Kelly. Butch, a bachelor, is stationed with the submarine 
service at Groton, Connecticut. 

Fred joined the park system in 1968 at Rose Hill, where he has re
mained to the present. He enjoys hunting, fishing and sleeping, but not 
necessarily in that order! The Belks have visited Florida several 
times, and hope to travel extensively in the United States and 
Europe after he retires. Their home in Union is rented out since they 
moved into the park residence two years ago. "I'm really a country 
boy," Fred exclaimed, "and 1 eventually want a place out where the 
air is fresh and the kudzu grows!" 

SttSW: 
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The Belks enjoy visiting with both families, and their children and 
grandchildren are always dropping by for some of Helen's good 
cooking. As a bit of trivia, Fred was one of four sons serving in the 
armed forces during World War II. Fred is an active member of the 
Woodmen of the World, the Farm Bureau, Masonic Lodge No. 244 
at Lockhart, York Rites, Hejaz at Greenville, Union County Shrine 
Club and Hillbilly Clan No. 2. (Hillbilly Clan, Fred ... we never 
would have guessed! Ed.) 

ROBERT PARRISH — "Bob" Parrish hails from York County 
. . . Clover, to be exact. His family moved to Warrenton, North 
Carolina when he was in the fourth grade. The family (including 
three brothers and one sister) moved back to Clover in 1962 after he 
had graduated that same year from Warrenton High School. His 
father was in tbe textile machinery parts business. 

Bob says that through the years he has worked a bit at a lot of 
different jobs. For example, he has worked on a dairy farm, was an 
electrician's apprentice, spent two years in the Army as a helicopter 
mechanic in Viet Nam, worked as a lab technician and a punch 
press operator before he joined the park system in February 1973 as 
a ranger at Kings Mountain. "Carpentry and electrical work in the 
140 buildings kept us pretty busy," Bob quipped. He recalls the 
pleasant association he had with Superintendent Andrew Kennedy 
(now Chief of Maintenance) and said that he would rather work for 
him than anyone he has ever m'et. 

After some three years at Kings Mountain, Bob transferred to 
Hickory Knob for one year's duty as a tradesworker. He was 
promoted to superintendent and transferred to Dreher Island in 
September 1976 when Wally Brock retired. 

Bob has spent a lot of his time talking with people visiting Dreher 
Island, and categorizes them as "local people" and "lake people." 
Local people have their own places on the lake and were a bit 
apprehensive about the type of people that might be attracted to the 
park. "These people now realize that their fears were unfounded and 
they are looking forward to the addition of park facilities," Bob said. 
Lake people are those that do not live in the immediate area, but 
travel to the park to use facilities. 

Many people have already been enjoying Dreher Island's sparse 
facilities. Fifteen or twenty families camp at the park regularly, and 
several area Boy Scout troops have held campouts there. Many 
fishermen can be seen fishing from the bridge, the causeway or from 
their boats along the shoreline. Twenty or thirty fishermen use the 
boat ramps each day, and fifty or sixty trailers are usually parked 
near the ramps on weekends during the summer. 

Parrish, who feels that the delay in adding facilities to Dreher 
Island has caused the state to lose an enormous amount of revenue, 
is pleased that work will soon be underway. The addition of water 
and restroom facilities will certainly be a long-awaited luxury for 
those "roughing it" at the park. Those persons looking for a place to 
drink and throw a wild party are being advised to find another place. 
Most of the people visiting the park respect park rules and 
regulations and enjoy the park as it is. 

Bob's wife Barbara works in the B. C. Moore department store in 
Newberry. She finished high school in Gastonia, North Carolina. 
The Parrishes have three sons, Johnny, Gary and Steve. Johnny is 
in the Navy, Gary is an RPA student at North Carolina State and 
Steve is Assistant Superintendent at Hunting Island. 

Bob enjoys fishing, deer and quail hunting and boating. Bob and 
Barbara have traveled extensively in South Carolina, and have 
visited most of the state parks. Bob likes the mountains while 
Barbara is more at home along the coastal area. Another favorite 
place of theirs is the Blue Ridge Parkway. Bob's parents live in 
Clover while Barbara's folks live in Dallas, North Carolina, so many 
of their off-days are spent visiting them. 

Bob offers this recipe for frying fresh water fish: marinate for l'/2-
2 hours in Heinz 57 sauce, roll in Aunt Jemima pancake batter and 
deep fry in hot fat. I have not tried it, but he insists that it is the best 
way to fry fresh water fish! 

Lifeguard Training Course Held at Cheraw 
On May 22-27 our Annual Lifeguard Training 

Course was held at Cheraw State Park, Cheraw, 
South Carolina. 

The course, conducted by Superintendent Larry 
Adair, Shane Buckley and Edmond Brown, consisted 
of advanced lifesaving, multi-media, first aid and 
cardio-pulmonary resuscitation, with classes also 
conducted on waterfront safety and lifeguarding in 
natural bathing areas. 

Over half of the persons that completed the course 
are now employed at several of our state parks. 

The individuals who completed this course showed 
great interest and concern in saving lives. 

I would like to express my deepest appreciation to 
Superintendent Larry Adair and Shane Buckley, 
Waterfront Director at Kings Mountain and her 
assistants for a job well done. The skills that were 
demonstrated will be a great asset to those individuals 
who will be lifeguarding in our state parks this summer. 

REMEMBER!!!! NEVER SWIM IN UNDESIG
NATED AREAS!!!!!! 

EDMOND BROWN 
Safety and Job Training Officer 
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District I 
By the time this issue of Park Lites comes off the press, I will 

have retired after slightly over thirty years in State Park 
service. 1 am eagerly looking forward to fishing, camping and 
generally unwinding. I shall remember the many years of 
association with some of the greatest men and women that 
anyone could have been fortunate enough to know and work 
with, those of our South Carolina State Parks System. I shall 
remember those of you who have stood up to the challenges 
of many seemingly thankless hours of hard work and 
frustration. You, the field staff, are the ones that I hope will 
be able to bring proper recognition to the backbone of P.R.T. 

My thanks also to my other friends in other P.R.T. 
sections who have worked closely with me and have made my 
work more pleasant. 

ADIOS!! 

N. B. COOLER 
District I Superintendent 

CHARLES TOWNE LANDING — Born April 26 and 
weighing about 75 pounds was Charles Towne Landing's first 
spring addition: a bison calf. Normally, bison cows give birth 
every other year, according to Animal Forest Director A1 
Dann, but because of the protected conditions at Charles 
Towne Landing, this particular cow produces a calf every 
year. Responding to herding instincts, the young bison was 
able to stand and run within two hours of birth and within 
another week, was eating hay and grain in addition to its 
mother's milk. 

Other Animal Forest residents gave birth this past spring. 
Raccoon cubs, fox kits and skunk kittens all appeared in 
May. A litter of wolf cubs and one or two elk calves are due 
by late summer. "Missy," one of the Landing's female puma 
is expected to give birth, and if the deer mated, a fawn can be 
expected sometime this summer. Except for some of the 
smaller animals, the Landing holds the young offsprings until 
the end of winter to give the public opportunity to see them 
before distributing them to various zoos. This is necessary to 
maintain an ecological balance within each animal's habitat. 

New animals were not the only addition to the Landing 
this spring. Our 20-foot Indian carved by sculptor Peter Toth 
was dedicated on our Seventh Anniversary Day, April 6th. 
Area Pontiac dealers joined us in sponsoring a statewide 
"Name the Indian" contest for grade school children. We 
received hundreds of entries from school children who visited 
the Landing in record numbers this spring as part of our 
school visitation program. Many members of Charles Towne 
Landing's staff have commented that despite the numbers, 
the students were generally more orderly than last year's 
groups. 

Weddings, picnics and proms have also kept us full and 
busy every weekend as school terms came to an end. 

In the midst of all this activity, and despite the short 
notice, Landing personnel did an excellent job arranging for 
fdming of some of the Miss U.S.A. contestants here in May. 
Our thanks go to Mrs. Betty Cox for making beautiful 
costumes at the last minute, to the Second S. C. Regiment of 
Foot for performing in them, Charles Towne Landing 
personnel for improvising cannons, hoisting sails and generally 
creating a Hollywood set, and to the Snack Bar personnel for 
providing lunch to contestants and film crews in the midst of 
throngs of visitors eager to catch a glimpse of the contestants. 
The two film sequences shown nationwide on May 14 should 
go a long way in familiarizing the nation with Charleston and 
Charles Towne Landing. 

With schools closing, we face a summer lull unless our 
summer programs successfully maintain attendance. This 
summer our Wildlife and Ecology Film Series every 
Wednesday afternoon features excellent Walt Disney and 
National Geographic films that are popular with many 
children and their parents. 

The Annual Colonial Crops and Crafts weekend on June 
11 and 12, creates a Colonial and Indian Village to interpret 
as many facets of 18th century life as possible. Throughout 
the two day "fair," skilled artisans demonstrate Indian and 
Colonial farming and crafts. Visitors try their hands at 
candlemaking, sawing logs and log planing and other crafts 
as practiced by early colonists. The celebration is climaxed by 
fireworks and the presentation of prizes to winners of the 
"Name the Indian" contest. 

And of course, July Fourth will be our biggest event of 
the year with activities planned for an excess of 20,000 
visitors during the entire three-day weekend. This year, we 
are producing a full-sized, slick paper souvenir program 
containing advertising and complete information on the 
Landing and the weekend's activities. Planned events to date 
contribute to an overall carnival theme: three days of varying 
kinds of music, a kiddie carnival, Shriner pirates and Honda 
Patrol, an encampment of the Second Regiment, South 
Carolina Line Continental Establishment, children's games 
and cartoons, and exhibits. Of special interest this year will 
be our environmental awareness exhibit area in the Dome, 
mini-shows on the Pavilion Deck (puppet shows, magicians, 
clowns, mimes and gymnastics) and our strolling Spoleto 
puppets — twelve foot characters of paper mache and cloth 
operated by three people underneath. The highlight of the 
three days of festivities will be our afternoon and evening 
fireworks shows. 

DEIDRA WINTNER 
Public Relations Director 
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COLLETON STATE PARK — Spring was surely a 
welcome sight at Colleton State Park this year as park 
activities have really increased during the past few weeks. 
Camping and fishing are by far the most popular, with 
canoeing and picnicking bringing up the rear. 

The weather has been hot and dry, and the Edisto River is 
so low that the "Swirling Lady" isn't doing much swirling 
these days! Good catches of bream, redbreast and catfish are 
being brought in by our campers. Evidently she has finally 
decided to cooperate and let the people enjoy fishing! 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome Bernice 
Hall and her husband Gary to the park family. Bernice (Sam) 
is my first lady Ranger, and she is doing a fine job. She takes 
a real interest in the park and has already started planting 
flowers and improving the general appearance of the park. 
Like all women, she is hard to get along with at times, but 
her work far outweighs that. (Just kidding, Bernice!) 

We have had campers this spring from Denmark, 
Australia, Germany, Nova Scotia and England. You natives 
come and see us! God bless. (Mr. and Mrs. William Kilkelley, 
campers from Massachusetts, had this to say about Colleton: 
"What a beautiful park you operate! My husband and 1 were 
very happy to see such nice clean facilities. We spent some 
time in other parks along the route to Florida and back and I 
would rate yours as A-l. It was the cleanest of all along the 
way. Keep up the good work; the state of South Carolina can 
be proud of you and your park." Ed.) 

GLENN FARR 
Superintendent 

EDISTO BEACH STATE PARK With the passing of 
the winter cold season (three snowfalls on the beach at 
Edisto), spring broke early in March with campers from the 
North heading toward some warmer weather. Camping has 
been steadily increasing as the weather has improved. We 
have been full on weekends since the last of March. Easter 
saw the campground full by 10 a.m. on Thursday. 

Our cabins have also been receiving good use on 
weekends as well as during the week. The maintenance crew 
returned to Edisto after building a "Game Room" for 
Tillman Erwin over at Hunting Island. They have finished the 
last of our cabins which has been in need of repairs. 

Plans are progressing with the Town of Edisto Beach on 
the construction of their water system. The completion of this 
will give the park good drinking water which will be a 
welcome taste not only to park visitors but to park personnel. 

Class Days are bringing a lot of school children out to the 
park for field trips. They seem to enjoy picking up a lot of 
things on the beach: knowledge, shells, fossils, and sand 
spurs. 

Hoping for a busy but safe summer season. . . . 

MELL. FELDER 
Superintendent 

Sculptor Peter Toth completed this 24-foot, 13-ton 
Indian in just six weeks. Using a five-pound hammer 
and chisel, the sculptor "liberated" the statue from a 
500-year old Darlington oak. The monument, located 
near the Animal Forest entrance, is a gift to South 
Carolina from the artist "as a memorial to a proud and 
noble people . . . the American Indian ... so that they 
will not be forgotten, but will be remembered in our 
minds and in our hearts." 
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GIVHANS FERRY STATE PARK The year 1977 is 
still packing its punch here at Givhans Ferry. After a very 
severe winter and a surprising spring, we are plunged into a 
hot and dry summer. We suffered through four weeks of 
pure dust before we had relief with a little rain. Since then we 
are in another dry spell. The Edisto River is low enough to 
wade across to the other side. She is quite a lady; sometimes 
she is calm and serene, but at other times she is a tempest 
storm! 

Our season began with every campsite, three cabins and 
all other facilities occupied. The picnic area was overflowing 
with visitors (wall-to-wall people). It was hard to believe so 

many people could get into one small area! 1 even bought a 
camper and joined them during the Easter weekend. 

Thus far this season our camping is running a little behind 
last year but cabin users and picnickers are up somewhat. My 
cabin reservations for the summer ahead look pretty good if 
no one cancels. 

We will be hosting the Dorchester County retarded 
children again this year. Also, the plans for the annual 
Dorchester County Crafts and Art Fair is "full steam ahead." 
Bosch and Company is planning their annual picnic to be 
held at Givhans Ferry. Last year they entertained ap
proximately 1,500 people. 

I hope each of you has a safe and happy summer season. 
1 would like to take this opportunity to thank Mr. Cooler, 
Glenn Farr, Danny Odom and his ranger Bailey Morrow for 
helping out during my recent illness. Especially my many 
thanks to my ranger, Charles Cumbee, who so ably carried 
on in my absence. 

MAY GOD BLESS .... 

JOHN B. HOLLOWAY 
Superintendent 

HUNTINGTON BEACH STATE PARK Here it is 
summer again. It started Easter week with a bang and hasn't 
let up. We have had capacity crowds and campsites full 
every weekend, with all previous records beaten. Even our 
grass here at Huntington is setting new records; I've never 
seen grass grow so fast! 

We have recently completed clearing a nature trail, which 
is being well used. We have also had many compliments on 
the new marsh boardwalk. Crabbing is excellent from it. We 
have had people tell us they read about the marsh boardwalk 
in their local paper as far away as Buffalo, New York. 

We would like to congratulate Ed Inabinet on his 
promotion and transfer to Cheraw State Park. 

We would like to welcome Mike Jordan and wife, Nancy 
to the park. Mike comes to us from Cheraw State Park, and 
he is already proving to be an asset to the park. Also, I'd like 
to welcome Tommy Raynor, his wife Joanne and two boys. 
Tommy, who comes from Conway, seems very interested in 
park work and plans to be in the park system a long time. 

We're sorry to see Rick Turner leave the park system, but 
we wish him luck in his future endeavors. 

Last, but certainly not least, we here at Huntington Beach 
would like to take this opportunity to thank Mr. Cooler for 
his help and support in many matters relating to park 
business and personal business. He will be greatly missed. We 
wish him a very happy retirement. 

I hope that everyone has a safe and productive summer. 

GEORGE GORDON 
Ranger 

HUNTING ISLAND STATE PARK Summer is right 
at our doorstep. The weekends are busier than ever. Due to 
the many letters that have been written to us, we are 
expecting this season to be the best yet. 

Spring has brought with it a feeling of purpose and 
productivity. With the hard work and understanding of the 
crew, the many hours, spent are paying off. Lawn mowers, 
rakes, cash registers and campers have not stopped. The 
warm weather has caused fishermen to bring their bait, tackle 
and boats into the area. The Broad River and surrounding 
waters are alive with cobia and mackerel. (All we need is 
some time off to fish!!) 

The Park family would like to extend a warm welcome to 
our new Ranger I, David Cannon and his wife Sherry. We 
hope they will enjoy what the Park has to offer. 

If you find yourself longing for an island in the sea and a 
fun place to relax, please come see us!!! 

STEVEN EDISON 
Assistant Superintendent 

MYRTLE BEACH STATE PARK We all survived a 
very busy Easter and have gotten back to our preparations 
for an even busier summer. We were plagued with several 
acts of vandalism during the Easter holidays. Almost every 
sign in the park was either pulled out of the ground or 
destroyed and many of our new campsite markers were 
stolen. Since all this vandalism we have employed armed 
security guards to patrol the park from 8 p.m. to 4 a.m. and 
this seems to have alleviated many of the problems. 

During the winter one of our picnic shelters was enclosed to 
make a game room with pinball machines, pool tables, etc. 
This arcade has been open on weekends since Easter and a 
sizeable number of visitors have enjoyed the use of this 
facility. 

The renovation of the P.M.A. residence was recently 
completed. My new bride, the former Hart Brodie, and I are 
enjoying our new home. 

We have done a lot of work beautifying the area around 
our parking fee station which opened May 30. Maybe the 
additional beauty to the area will make our visitors less 
reluctant to pay a dollar to enter the park. 

BILL SMITH 
Park Management Assistant 
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OLD DORCHESTER — Things have been buzzing at 
Dorchester this spring. Our visitation has steadily been on the 
increase. Several schools from Charleston and the sur
rounding area have had field days in the park. It has been a 
real chore just to keep the park clean. With the exception of a 
few, our visitors have been most pleasant and have shown 
respect to us and the park. 

The brick floor around the interpretive center has been 
completed and we have already received several compliments 
about its appearance. 

By the time this issue is off the press our district 
superintendent, Mr. Norman Cooler, will have retired. We 
would like to express our sincere thanks to him for his help 
and support and wish him and his family the very best. 
"Thanks for putting up with us, Mr. Cooler." 

We wish each and everyone a safe, prosperous summer. 
Drop in and see us if you can find the time. 

DANNY ODOM 
Superintendent 

The weatherman cooperated to provide a warm, 
sunny day for the 101st annual celebration of the 
Rivers Bridge Confederate Memorial Association. 
Guest speaker for the occasion was Lt. Gov. W. 
Brantley Harvey. The program was concluded with the 
decorating of Confederate soldiers' graves, after which 
a barbecue dinner was served to those attending the 
event. 

This kiosk at Old Dorchester houses exhibits that 
help park visitors visualize the area when it was the 
colonial town of Dorchester. New Englanders from the 
town of Dorchester in the Province of Massachusetts 
Bay settled here in 1696. Located at the head of 
navigation of the Ashley River, the town quickly 
became a trading center and a point of distribution of 
goods for the frontier. 

RIVERS BRIDGE — Summer is here again, bringing 
very dry weather and an increased number of park visitors. 
We have a few beer drinkers and trouble makers, but most of 
our park visitors respect us and the park rules and 
regulations. 

A lovely Easter wedding was held here in the memorial 
gardens. The azaleas were in full bloom and made a most 
attractive background. 

The 101st Annual Celebration of the Rivers Bridge 
Confederate Memorial Association was held May 13. Music 
was provided by the sixty-piece band from John C. Calhoun 
Academy, and they were truly a joy to listen to. The guest 
speaker was Lieutenant Governor W. Brantley Harvey. 
Barbecue was served at the conclusion of the ceremony, and 
was thoroughly enjoyed by all. Our thanks to Norman Cooler 
and Dana Sawyer for helping to represent our park system. 

1 would like to wish Mr. Cooler and his wife Mary great 
happiness in the coming years of retirement. He has been an 
outstanding District Superintendent and will be greatly 
missed here at the park. 

JERRY PRICE 
Superintendent 
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JACKIE WOOD, RACHEL LANGDON 

MEET OUR SECRETARIES 

JACQUELINE "JACKIE" WOOD 
Secretary, Programs Section 

Jackie, a native Columbian, has three sisters and one brother. 
She graduated from C. A. Johnson High School, where she was a 
member of the choir. She attended Palmer College and received a 
Secretarial Science diploma. 

She added the name Wood to her maiden name of Griffin in 1971 
when she married A1 Wood. A1 is a staff sergeant in the Air Force and 
is presently assigned to Charleston Air Force Base. He has been in 
the air force for nine years, but still hasn't made up his mind whether 
to make a career out of it. In the meantime, Uncle Sam is a pretty 
good boss! 

Jackie worked in PRT's Inquiry Section for about four months in 
1972 when the offices were at Middleburg Mall. Next she worked as 
a receptionist/secretary for Associates Financial Services in 
Columbia. A move to Charleston resulted in a transfer for Jackie to 
Associates' Charleston office. A son, Kevin was born to the Woods 
in 1973. Jackie moved back to Columbia after Kevin was born, and 
lived with her mother for three months until she moved into an 
apartment. Jackie and A1 brought a home in Columbia in 1976. 

Jackie has been working in the Parks Division since September 
1973 as secretary to personnel in the Programs Section. Jackie and Al 
are expecting another income tax deduction in August, and Jackie is 
already making plans to return to work with us this fall. 

Al comes home on weekends and off days to be with his family. 
They enjoy working around the house and in the yard, and Jackie 
likes to bowl and sing in the church choir. The Woods have been to 
Disneyworld twice, and to New York two times to visit some of their 
relatives. Jackie would like to travel overseas if Al is ever transferred 
to such a location. She loves children and would eventually like to 
operate a kindergarten. She is gaining valuable experience trying to 
keep up with all the little children running around in the halls on the 
second floor of the Brown Building! (The "little children" are 
obviously PRT staff members. Ed.) 

RACHEL LANGDON 
Secretary, Engineering and Planning Section 

Rachel hails from the North and the South . . . North, South 
Carolina, that is! She has one sister, but none of those pesty 
brothers that some folks are saddled with! Her father is a retired 
traveling salesman, and she says that all those stories about traveling 
salesmen are outright lies! 

Rachel graduated from North High School in 1963 (there were 32 
in her class!) then enrolled in a two-year business course at 
Newberry College. She moved to Columbia after graduating from 
Newberry, and was a secretary in Gulf Oil Company's office for two 
years. Rachel married a d-- Yankee stationed at Fort Bragg, and 
they moved to Indianapolis, where she worked one year for Allstate 
Insurance. She vividly remembers meeting Paul Newman and Robert 
Wagner at the famous race track when a movie was being filmed 
there. "People were being paid $25 a day to sit in the stands for 
crowd scenes," she said, "but all the jobs were gone by the time that 
1 got there," she said. However, meeting Wagner and Newman made 
it all worthwhile ... or so she said! 

Rachel moved back to South Carolina in 1968 and worked as a 
secretary at Dreher High School for two summer sessions and one 
school year. She quit work in 1969 to give birth to her son, Jeff, but 
returned to work in 1972 as secretary to the Municipal Division of 
Wilbur Smith and Associates. She has been with PRT's State Parks 
Division since July 1975 as secretary in the Engineering and Planning 
Division. 

She has visited Disneyworld, New York, Washington, D. C. and 
the Smoky Mountains. She wants to re-visit Disneyworld and travel 
out west to Las Vegas and California. Now divorced, Rachel is an 
active member of Parents Without Partners' Orangeburg Chapter. 

An avid concert fan, Rachel has attended performances of Sonny 
and Cher, Andy Williams, the Carpenters, the Doobie Brothers and 
Elvis Presley. She stood in line for three hours in 25-degree weather 
to get tickets to the Elvis Presley concert! 

As a resident of North, she car pools with another woman to 
Columbia, and confesses that the sixty mile trip each way passes 
rather quickly. Always on the go, she describes herself as "a very 
dull person," but those of us that see her everyday behind her desk 
know better! 

(Just as this issue was going to press, Rachel broke the news that 
she had just become engaged to Terry Black from Bamberg. Terry is 
employed by Southland Life Insurance Company in Orangeburg. No 
date has been set for the wedding. Congratulations, Rachel! Ed.) 
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District II 

Revenue and park visitation are both running well ahead 
of last year, but camping attendance is lagging behind a bit. 
Aiken seems to be a popular park with camping clubs. We 
are having more camping clubs here in 1977, including 
several new clubs that have started camping with us this year. 

A local garden club from Couchton was contacted this 
spring about planting azaleas around the park entrance. They 
not only did this but also planted a flower bed at the 
concession stand! To make matters even better, this club 
would like to undertake a similar project at the park each 
year! 

1 hope that everyone has a most prosperous and safe 
summer. Maybe we will get a little rain if we all live right! 

MARSHALL WEST 
Superintendent 

Most of the District II parks have completed their winter 
work programs, with a few projects yet to be completed. I 
would like to thank each of the men that have worked so 
hard this past winter to make their particular park a better 
place for visitors to come and enjoy a day, a weekend or a 
week. 

We have had a number of personnel changes during the 
past few months. I would like to welcome each new park 
employee and his family to our "park family" in general and 
District II in particular. 

Let's all work together this summer to make 1977 the best 
and safest summer season yet! 

HORACE W. CRAIG 
District II Superintendent 

AIKEN STATE PARK - June first is here and we still 
have a few more projects tq complete prior to the summer 
season. It seems that the more we do, the further behind we 
get! 

Several major projects were completed this winter that we 
are proud of. The men's dressing room at the concession 
stand was completely remodeled with new flooring, sills and 
benches. The downstairs bedroom at the superintendent's 
residence was completely remodeled with new flooring, sills, 
plates, studs, walls, floor covering, paneling, wiring, electric 
heat and insulation. New drain field lines were also added at 
this residence. Many other projects were completed during 
the winter season. 

The New Ellenton Riding Club held their annual spring 
ride to the park with over 100 horses. Some people brought 
their horses more than 100 miles to take part in the two-day 
event. 

Several large Boy Scout troops have held camporees in 
the primitive area, with one Columbia troop having 125 
scouts. Another troop came out in May and set up an 
obstacle course and compass course. Competing in events 
such as these keeps young minds occupied and (hopefully!) 
out of trouble. 

BARNWELL STATE PARK — The past few weeks have 
gone by so fast that I forgot it was PARK LITES time again! 
Allied General was out here one Saturday in May with a 
group of over five hundred persons. This year's picnic was 
down somewhat from their usual attendance of eight 
hundred, but everyone seemed to have a good time. 

The week before we had some four hundred Cub Scouts 
from several surrounding counties. They certainly were a 
well-behaved group! The leaders had these youngsters police 
up the park before they left, and not a scrap of paper was to 
be found after they left! 

Ranger Carroll Zissette and his wife Harriet are the proud 
grandparents of a baby girl born to Daryl and Rosie Zissette 
on April 12. The little gal weighed six pounds, six ounces and 
was named Christina Anne. 

My calendar tells me that it is June first, so I'm hoping 
that all of us have the best operating summer season ever. 
Good luck to you all . . . come to see us! 

BEA ROSS 
Superintendent 

CHERAW STATE PARK — First we would like to 
thank Mr. Sisk, Mr. Kolb, Mr. Parkman, and Mr. Craig for 
helping get us back to Cheraw. 

On February 9th the Pruettes arrived back at Cheraw. 
The Hebrews couldn't have been happier when they arrived 
in the promised land! 

Cheraw State Park is the largest, oldest, and a lot of us 
think, the best park in the state. There have been 
improvements in the 17 months while we were gone. The 
split rail fences and the cabin improvements are the things 
people notice first. I was glad to see the park being used 
more. Many people are coming to appreciate the rustic 
beauty of Cheraw State Park, our "diamond in the sand 
hills." People who winter in Florida from the north spend the 
night here on their trip home. It was easy when Highway No. 
1 was the main route, but now they must make a special 
effort to get here from the Interstate. 
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We came in on the tail end of a rough winter. As we 
prepare the park for the summer we have found quite a bit of 
damage done by the low temperatures. Beautiful Lake 
Eureka after being frozen over a few months ago is yielding 
some nice strings of fish. 

A saddle club from Florence ushered in the spring and 
enjoyed Camp Juniper. We have a nice remodeled wash 
house in Juniper. I know a lot of people that are going to be 
happy about this during the summer. 

As a beautiful spring fades into summer and we try to get 
everything ready, we are doing it two men short. Mike 
Jordan, left us to go to Huntington Beach and Ken Hance 
has decided to return to school. Our new P.M.A. will be 
Robert Sullivan from Table Rock. 

If life gets too hectic for you, wherever you are, take some 
time off and come see us. The park is great, but the thing that 
makes it the best, is the people in this area. Our prayer for 
you all is that you might have a safe, peaceful, summer. 

CECIL PRUETTE 
Ranger 

LITTLE PEE DEE STATE PARK The coming of 
spring this year brought instant crowds as park attendance 
increased suddenly with the first touch of warm, fair weather. 
After being forced inside during a long winter, people are 
taking to the outdoors in increased numbers, bringing us 
large crowds on the weekends. 

Once again, grass cutting and cleanup consume most of 
our time and the rest seems to be spent answering the 
question "When does the swimming area open?" 

Easter weekend brought us a taste of summer as the park 
filled with a July 4th-sized crowd on Sunday and continued 
heavy for the entire following week. 

Camping area use is still below last year's use at this time, 
but judging from the past few weekends, the catch-up point 
shouldn't be too far off. 

All indications say we're in for a busy summer. Good luck 
to all for a safe, smooth operation this year. 

KURT BECHT 
Superintendent 

LEE STATE PARK — After a long, cold winter, it's a 
welcome sight to see people coming out to enjoy the park 
once again! The first warm days of spring really had people 
on the move. They have been enjoying pleasant weather for 
camping, riding horses, bicycles and walking the nature trails. 
Everyone has been wearing big smiles and seems to be in 
good spirits. That's what we like to see! 

The past few weeks have brought quite an increase in the 
use of the park, particularly on weekends. We have already 
had a number of schools, churches and scout groups plus 
several family reunions, and more are scheduled. The fish 
have been biting good along the river banks, and many 
people have been trying their luck. Quite a few visitors have 
complimented us on improvements made during the winter 
season, and that makes us realize that all the work was not in 
vain. The swimming lake has been cleaned out as well as the 
three fishing lakes, which we hope to stock this fall. 
Painting and remodeling kept us pretty busy during the past 
few months. 

The "Horse Show Ring" is getting a lot of us on these 
warm, sunny weekends. The 4-H club has really worked hard 
to get the area ready for future shows to be held. 

I would like to welcome Andy Davis, his wife Dale and 
sons Drew and Brodie to Lee State Park. Andy is living in 
the lifeguard cabin while making some repairs to the ranger's 
residence. Dale and the boys will move to Lee from Aiken at 
the end of the school year. Andy replaced Charlie Price as 
Ranger 1, and is doing a fine job. Thanks Andy . . . keep up 
the good work! 

Judging from the use we've seen so far and the comments 
we've received from visitors, the park continues to improve 
and it looks like we're in for a busy summer. That's fine with 
us . . . we're ready for 'em! 

BILL AL.EW1NE 
Superintendent 

LYNCHES RIVER STATE PARK We are small, but 
we are busy! Our attendance has been good and is getting 
better as the school year nears its end. There have been 
several bus loads of the smaller children on school outings 
enjoying the picnic area and playground. Our all purpose 
building has taken on quite a glamorous appearance several 
times this spring due to Junior-Senior Proms from various 
public and private schools. It is still a great attraction to 
people looking for and needing space for large birthday 
dinners, family reunions, or organizational meetings. 

Unfortunately we are already having to say "no" to people 
looking for swimming and camping facilities. The interest 
and need in these areas are so great, I can't help but wish we 
could expedite plans that are already on paper. I have no 
doubt that such facilities would soon pay for themselves. 

We have made some improvements on our parking lot 
and improved our landscaping with the help of local Garden 
clubs donating azaleas, camellias, and other various shrubs 
and bulbs. A new entrance gate has been put up since last fall 
and a couple of new fences, one by the river and one by the 
picnic grounds. 

The river is low due to the lack of rain but the fishing is 
fine. The redbreast are biting and fishing should get even 
better as the fish are just starting to go on beds. 

Moving here from Oconee was quite a change for me and 
my family. I am proud to say that we've made the adjustment 
and are well pleased. We are looking forward to a busy and 
productive summer with all our new friends, especially our 
superintendent and his wife, Ed and Judi Nesbitt. We wish 
everyone else with PRT a good and productive summer. 

RODGER D. VISSAGE 
Ranger 
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N. R. GOODALE STATE PARK — Since the last issue 
of Park Lites the temperature has soared from sub-freezing to 
almost boiling — a sure sign that summer is here! It hasn't 
rained in well over six weeks in Camden and things are 
looking like the Sahara Desert at the golf course! Our 
sprinklers are putting in a lot of overtime. 

1 hope we have everything ready for what I believe will be 
a great summer season. Already reservations and other 
requests are pouring in for summer. Again this year we will 
have one week day camps for both the Boy and Girl Scouts 
of Camden. We also expect visits from all the Camden city 
playgrounds, several civic groups, senior citizens clubs, 
church groups and many family and class reunions. 

Along with the crowds, we hope the Park will look nicer, 
thanks to the flowers we received in May. We planted several 
Dogwoods this winter which seem to be doing fine. After 
accenting these trees with the new flowers, I'm sure it will 
improve the appearance of the park tremendously. Our 
thanks go to Mr. Sisk, Lew Cato and the others who made 
this project possible. 

Also since the last issue, Goodale lost a Ranger to Paris 
Mountain State Park. Our Ranger II Mike Lovelace and his 
wife transferred to Paris Mountain. We wish Mike and 
Cheryl the best of luck and happiness at Paris Mountain. 

We hope everyone has a safe and enjoyable summer! 
Come see us! 

ROBERT FOWLER 
Superintendent 

POINSETT STATE PARK — Well, summer is upon us 
and the crowds are bigger than ever. We got most of the 
finishing touches accomplished prior to June first. Our 
camping usage has been excellent, with several camping clubs 
coming out in the country to enjoy Poinsett's tranquil beauty. 
We now have an exit road added to the camping area which 
gives campers a choice of two ways to leave it. A ticket booth 
has been added at the swimming area, and we hope that these 
and other improvements will help the overall operation this 
year. 

We have had some problems with persons drinking and 
playing loud music. Some people are inconsiderate of others, 
and do not appreciate being told not to drink or to reduce the 
volume of their radios or tape players. A newspaper article 
mentioned that seventy percent of the people in the United 
States drink! Whether or not this is true, there is a time and a 
place for everything, and state parks are not the place to 
drink. I don't know what the answer is, but I'm open for 
suggestions! 

Poinsett in her spring colors was truly a sight to behold. 
The dogwood and mountain laurel were out of this world! If 
you didn't make it over this spring, make a mental note right 
now to visit us next year. I promise you that it will be well 
worth the trip, regardless of where you live! 

I hope that everyone will have a pleasant and safe 
summer. Stop by to see us when you're over this way. 

JAMES TAYLOR 
Superintendent 

Santee Superintendent Larry 
Duncan checks the progress of 
plants and flowers recently added 
in front of the rondette office. 
These plants were grown in the 
greenhouse at Kings Mountain 
State Park. Shipments are being 
made to other parks in an effort to 
beautify certain areas. (Larry 
Duncan has just been promoted to 
District I Superintendent replacing 
Norman Cooler, who will retire later 
this month after some 30 years 
service. Ed.) 
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SANTEE STATE PARK — Santee State Park has been 
enjoying a very busy and prosperous spring. The weather has 
been ideal for campers, rondette users, picnickers, and other 
visitors. Temperatures at the first of May were hovering 
around the 100 degree mark, so we have had our annual 
problem with people who would like to use our swimming 
area earlier than the June 1st opening date. A lack of rainfall 
in the area has kept most of the park dusty and dry. Many of 
the plants that were transplanted by the park crew this past 
winter have been in constant need of watering. 

The spring season at Santee is always one of the busiest 
times of the year, and this year has not been an exception. 
Every weekend since the first of March has seen the rondettes 
reach 100% occupancy and the campgrounds have also been 
near capacity. Visitors to Santee seem to come for numerous 
reasons, but the main reason almost always seems to be 
linked with fishing. 

Personnel here at the park are constantly answering 
questions regarding what kind of fish are biting, on what 
kind of bait, how deep to fish, and where to go. Fishermen 
this spring have experienced a fair fishing season, but there 
has been better spring fishing at Santee in past years. 

A new addition to our park crew since the last Park Lites 
is Mike Evans. Mike is presently serving as our night ranger, 
and is gradually becoming accustomed to working at night 
and sleeping during the day! 

We hope that each of you has a safe, happy, and 
prosperous summer. 

MIKE DAVIDSON 
Assistant Superintendent 

(Most complimentary letters come from campers or cabin 
occupants, but here's a recent one from a picnicker at Santee. 
Mr. M. V. Pasciolla from Aiken had this to say about 
Santee: "During the Easter holiday I stopped in to visit 
Santee State Park. I was pleasantly surprised at the 
improvement since my last visit some 15 years ago. I spent 
some five or so hours resting, looking, reading. I parked near 
the restaurant and used the restroom. I don't know how you 
do it, but this restroom was clean and fresh. You and your 
staff need to be commended. I'm retiring soon and look 
forward to using the facilities of the state parks." Ed.) 

Page 18 

Since You Don't Have Much 
To Do This Summer . . . // 

As the summer season is here again, there are 
several things which come to mind which should be 
checked more closely than during the winter season. It 
is easy to let preventative maintenance items slide by 
during the crowded summer time when most of us 
have slightly more to do that we have time to do it. 

With dirty restrooms, overflowing garbage cans (an 
inventory item now), people problems, grass growing 
like there is no end to it, septic tanks overflowing, 
water systems malfunctioning, trucks breaking down, 
mowers breaking down, electrical problems, paper
work, paperwork, paperwork, etc., etc., etc., it is 
hard to find time during the week to tend to minor 
items like cleaning air conditioner filters, checking 
the coolant and battery levels on vehicles, checking 
toilet tank levels, checking oil levels on vehicles and 
mowing equipment, checking brake fluid levels, check
ing pump packing, repairing leaky faucets, adjusting 
clutches and brakes, changing oil filters and air 
filters, etc., etc., etc. 

By tending to these items now, it will save you 
problems later on. "An ounce of prevention saves a 
pound of cure" type of situation. 

Another problem which is easy to forget is the 
dreaded annual inventory. The notice reaches the park 
and the "dreaded inventorier" shows up and wants to 
see everything and naturally everything seems to have 
been misplaced during the summer. A relatively easy 
answer to this particular problem may be "A place for 
everything and everything in its place". If there is a 
specific place for items then it is easier for the 
superintendent to spot check his tools and equipment 
during the season. Hopefully, if this policy is followed 
fairly conscientiously, inventories this year will be a 
breeze for all concerned. 

I think I have philosophized enough because if I do 
anymore you probably won't have time to read it 
anyway, with all this preventative maintenance going 
on! Have a good summer and call us if you need us. 

JIM WORK 
Assistant Chief of Maintenance 

Adequate signing is important in directing prospec
tive park visitors to our state parks. This attractive 
sign on S. C. 6 points the way to Santee State Park. 
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THE MOUNTAIN WAS MERRY AT OCONEE 

April 16 and 17 was a weekend of "Mountain 
Merriment" at Oconee State Park as some forty artists 
and craftsmen gathered to display and sell their work. 

The flavor was truly of the mountain varietv as the 
participants set up shop under the trees. Quilting, 
wood carving, fiddle making, blacksmithing, dulcimer 
making and corn shuck furniture making were popular 
with park visitors. Other displays included pottery, 
paintings, batik, macrame, bone jewelry and hand
made wooden toys, but one of the most popular 
booths was one that featured "old-timey" country 
cooking. 

The Boggy Bottom Bluegrass concert held Satur
day night at the Barn was a sellout, while Sunday 
afternoon festivities were highlighted by clogging 
demonstrations. 

The weekend festivities certainly contributed to the 
increased attendance at the park. All nineteen cabins 
were rented and the 140-site campground was filled by 
Friday evening. Superintendent Bob Cothran also 
reported that the park restaurant did a booming 
business. 

Special programs such as "Mountain Merriment" 
can only enhance our day-to-day complement of 
facilities and activities. These programs give potential 
park visitors additional good reasons to visit South 
Carolina state parks! 
DAN TURPIN 
Chief of Recreation 

Summer 1977 

Superintendent Bob Cothran (ex
treme right) pictured with the "vol
unteer mountaineers" from Clem-
son University. 
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One of the groups featured at the 
"Boggy Bottom Bluegrass Concert." 



District III 

CROFT STATE PARK — We here at Croft have been 
fortunate indeed to have had rain at just the right time for 
crops to grow. However, with them comes the grass, so we 
are busy mowing, trimming, etc. Fishing and camping are 
good, especially on weekends. 

The swimming pool construction is pretty much on 
schedule and the "hole" becomes bigger and deeper with each 
day. 

School bells have ceased and with leisure time we hope 
our park visitors can really relax and have fun. 

The horse shows are not so numerous at this time but the 
summer calendar shows a good schedule. We've had no 
confirmation on the model airplane show at this writing. 

Our picnic shelters are filled each weekend as families 
gather for their reunions and remembrances of the good life. 

Summer is a busy time but when you come our way, stop 
and say "hello" cause there's always a tall, cool pitcher of 
lemonade or iced tea in the refrigerator. 

May each of us have a safe, sane and enjoyable summer. 

RAY E. HAYES 
Superintendent 

Construction work on the new Olympic type swimming 
pool and bathhouse at Croft State Park is now well 
underway. The projected completion date for the Croft 
facility is still the latter part of 1977. This is the only capital 
improvements project now in progress in District III Parks. 
However, the Pickens County Soil and Water Conservation 
Chapter is now awaiting final approval from the U. S. Corps 
of Engineers to begin work on the new 55 acre Oolenoy 
Watershed Project. When completed, it will become part of 
Table Rock State Park. 

Ranger I Robert Sullivan at Table Rock was recently 
promoted to PMA and transferred to Cheraw State Park. 
Robert is a graduate of the School of Recreation and Park 
Administration at Clemson. 

Herbert Ashley has been employed to fill the Ranger I 
position at Table Rock. Herbert is a recent graduate of 
Western Carolina College and did his internship at Charles 
Towne Landing. 

Ranger II, Mike Lovelace has recently been transferred to 
Paris Mountain to fill a vacancy created when Ranger Roger 
Minors resigned. Our congratulations and best wishes to all 
these individuals in their new work. 

We are now three days away from the official summer 
season opening date, and all indications seem to point to 
another very busy summer in the parks. I take this 
opportunity to offer my sincere thanks and appreciation to 
all District III personnel for the successful completion of 
winter work projects and preparations for the summer 
season. May we all work with continued dedication and 
effort to make this another good year for PRT. 

ROBERT G. JONES 
District III Superintendent 

KEOWEE-TOXAWAY STATE PARK — Things here at 
Keowee have really picked up in the past few months. The 
dry weather we've been experiencing has made perfect 
weather for picnicking, boating, hiking, and camping. The 
outlook for a busy summer season is good as we continue to 
have a steady increase in visitation. 

We now have a cabin here at Keowee. The training center 
has been turned into a cabin and opened to the public for 
rental. It has 3 bedrooms, 2'A baths, 2 rock fireplaces, and is 
equipped with all the comforts of home. If anyone is 
interested, just contact us and we will be glad to take your 
reservation. The cabin is located right on the shore of Lake 
Keowee, with good fishing and boating. 

On Monday, May 23, the bridge which joins Oconee and 
Pickens counties on scenic Highway 11 was dedicated and 
named after William Jennings Bryan Dorn. It was our 
privilege to be chosen as the site for a box luncheon held 
after the dedication. There was a large turnout and the crowd 
was the largest we had accommodated at one time on the 
park. The entire parking lot and entrance road were full. 
Around four hundred people were on hand for the luncheon. 
All the tables were full and every grill was being used as a 
table! Everything went well and all visitors seemd to enjoy 
themselves. 

Stop by if you're in the neighborhood ... we would like 
to see you. 

JOHN RHODES 
Superintendent 
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OCONEE STATE PARK — Warm weather is bringing 
out the crowds at Oconee, particularly on the weekends. 
Already we have witnessed the filling of our 140-site camp
ground on several weekends. 

Another successful special event was the Spring Hoedown 
and Clogging Festival held on May 14th. We had fourteen 
teams from South Carolina and several neighboring states. 
The program was excellent and was well received by the 
people. We would not have been able to handle such a large 
turnout without the new Barn. I would like to suggest that 
this program be held about the same time each year when the 
mountain laurel is in full bloom. 

All of our seasonal help has been lined up, and we should 
be in full swing when this issue goes to press. We are looking 
forward to another pleasant and safe summer here at Oconee. 

BOB COTHRAN 
Superintendent 

Farm tools and other implements are now displayed 
in the museum at Oconee. This room was formerly 
used for recreation activities prior to the construction 
of the "Barn." 

PLEASANT RIDGE STATE PARK — After having 
such a severe winter, everything seemed to be out of hand, 
but we kept trying. Now as the opening of the summer season 
is near at hand, things look better. 

We had to replace most of the drop boards in the spillway 
at the lake as most of the old ones were too decayed to use 
another summer. We got the road patched from the freeze 
damage. Hopefully, it will hold through the summer as we 
are expecting heavy usage — buses, campers and other 
traffic. 

Thanks to Governor Edwards, Mr. Sisk, Mr. Kolb and 
others who helped plan for the use of prison labor during 
clean-up week in April. The ones we used from the Travelers 
Rest Correctional Center were very good workers. They 
helped us out of a jam work-wise by cutting the roadside 
around the lake and camping area. I don't understand why 
such seemingly nice guys got in trouble in the first place. 

We are now repairing and painting the boats to get them 
ready for summer usage. 

Stop by and say hello, if any of you are in our area. 

LEROY L. SMITH 
Superintendent 

ROSE HILL STATE PARK — The cold weather has at 
last given way to the hot, and already we have started 
complaining about how hot the weather is! It seems that just 
yesterday we all were complaining about the cold weather. As 
someone once said, "People never change, only the weather!" 

Activity has really been on the upswing here at Rose Hill, 
with all the grass cutting and painting of the mansion plus the 
large crowds that have been taking advantage of the warm 
weather. Many school groups have been using the park 
facilities before school lets out for the summer. 

Superintendent Belk and I would like to thank those 
responsible for having the men from the Greenwood 
Correctional Institute assigned to Rose Hill for a week. They 
were a big help, and we sure were glad to have them. 

This is the first time that any of you have heard from me 
in Park Lites. My thanks go to Superintendent Belk for 
giving me this chance to say "hello" to each of you working 
at South Carolina state parks. Stop by to see us if you are 
ever up this way. The roses have been beautiful this year, and 
it would be worth the trip just to see them. 

EDDIE GLANCE 
Ranger 

SADLERS CREEK STATE PARK — Visitation at 
Sadlers Creek has been fairly slow so far this spring. We had 
hoped that the PCB controversy would be settled and that we 
wouldn't be affected too much by it; but I'm afraid it is still 
affecting our business somewhat. I am constantly asked by 
our campers and fishermen whether the fish are safe to eat. I 
usually tell them that I am not qualified to answer, but if they 
Ijave any fish that they are going to throw away, to just drop 
them off at my house! 

Our day use on weekends has been fairly heavy since the 
weather has warmed up. Hopefully it will continue when we 
open up the pavilion and swimming area. 

Ranger Bill Crawford has just purchased a Corvette. 
Sometimes I wonder if we are working for the same agency! 

We have been busy the last month or so trying to get our 
beach and swimming area ready for the coming summer. All 
the rain, high water and wind really played havoc with our 
beach front. 

We wish everyone a busy and safe summer season. 

FRANK BAUGHMAN 
Superintendent 
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PARIS MOUNTAIN STATE PARK — June first is still 
around the corner, and yet our park is in full swing! All of 
our picnic shelters are being used today, and most of them 
are booked up for the remainder of the summer. 

Our project at Camp Buckhorn is just about completed 
and the cabins are ready for group use during the winter 
months. We have also finished our work on the pedal boat 
dock and the boats were repaired just in time for use this 
spring. 

Camping attendance is up, and so is the grass. Both are 
keeping us very busy! We bid a word of welcome to our new 
ranger, Mike Lovelace and his wife Cheryl. Already they are 
proving to be a great addition to our "park family." 

The summer is upon us and we wish everyone a 
prosperous summer. Stop by and see us anytime that you are 
in the Greenville area. We're not that far from the center of 
Greenville, even though the peace and quiet here gives 
visitors the impression that they are way out in the country! 

(An additional article from Ranger McPherson reported 
that Mrs. Lillian Miller, wife of Superintendent Eddie Miller, 
suffered a severe stroke on Sunday, May 15th and was taken 
to Greenville General Hospital. She passed away the 
following Saturday, May 21st. Everyone in the South 
Carolina state park system extends their deepest sympathy to 
Superintendent Miller and his family. Ed.) 

LARRY MCPHERSON 
Ranger 

TABLE ROCK STATE PARK — At Table Rock we are 
getting ready for a big summer. Crowds have already started 
on weekends. Everyone is getting in on the warm, sunny 
weather. Cabins 14 and 15, Table Rock's newest, are doing 
quite well. The capacity of 8 persons in #15 is what a lot of 
people have been waiting for. All of the other cabins are as 
popular as ever. Most of the cabins are filled for the summer 
with July being the most requested month again. The pedal 
boats are really popular this year with all of the boats staying 
out on the lake every Saturday and Sunday. Swimmers can 
hardly wait until the beach opens June 1, and some of them 
don't. I guess the combination of the cool water and the hot 
weather overcomes those that jump in. We hate to spoil their 
fun, but rules are rules. Table Rock Lodge is doing a 
booming business. I don't know where Ed Langley puts them 
all on Saturdays and Sundays. 

On June 24-26, the BMW Owners of South Carolina will 
hold their annual rally at Table Rock. It is being held a little 
earlier this year than in previous years due to a conflict in 
dates with the national rally. As always, we are looking 
forward to their visit. 

Our congratulations go to Robert Sullivan, who left Table 
Rock as Ranger I, to take a position as PMA at Cheraw 
State Park. We welcome to Table Rock as Ranger I Herbert 
Ashley and his wife Janice who came to us from Charles 
Towne Landing. Best wishes in their new positions are 
extended to both Robert and Herbert. 

I hope everyone has a safe and prosperous summer. 

MIKE HENDRIX 
Superintendent 

SPECIES 

A popular attraction at Table Rock this summer is the nature center, which has recently been 
renovated and updated with new exhibits. This building is located at the entrance to hiking and 
nature trails at the park. 

WILD FLOWERS 

I* 
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DIGGING INTO THE PAST . 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL WORK CONTINUES 
AT LANDSFORD CANAL 

Eight years ago this month, preliminary archae
ological work was begun at Landsford Canal. Through
out its two-mile length, the canal was overgrown with a 
dense cover of vines, shrubs, and large hardwood 
trees. For almost 130 years it had been a neglected 
area and, in the spring of 1969, the canal was scarcely 
visible through the accumulated mud and tangles. 

Today, through the dedicated work of archae
ologists and parks personnel, Landsford Canal, a site 
of major historical importance in South Carolina, has 
emerged as a showcase of history and natural beauty. 
A large section of the canal proper has been cleared 
and excavated, revealing canal locks and other 
masonry work in a fine state of preservation. A walking 
trail affords the public access to an outstanding area of 
nature hardwoods and riverfront scenery. University 
and secondary school teachers are taking advantage of 
this unique combination of historical and scenic appeal 
and are bringing their classes to Landsford in larger 
and larger numbers. 

At this time, archaeological excavation continues at 
the canal site. The foundat.on of a grist mill, dating 
from the late eighteenth century, has been the object 
of intensive digging. Richard Corillo, project archae
ologist, recently discovered a fine granite millstone, 
measuring five feet across. With additional work in this 
area, he hopes to uncover other features of the mill 
and canal. 

The future of Landsford Canal is bright. As archae
ological work progresses, more and more of the 
history of this area will become known. With the 
proper development, Landsford could well become 
one of the most important historical attractions in the 
state. It deserves this distinction. 

BRIAN ELLIOT CASSIE 
Historic Resources Coordinator 

Dick Corillo, archaeologist at Landsford Canal 
continues the search for remnants of the canal and 
mill. 
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District IV 
The early arrival of spring really brought our citizens out 

of winter hibernation. Most parks in District IV have seen an 
increase in attendance and revenue. Hamilton Branch 
campground filled to capacity during Easter, the earliest yet. 
Overall, revenue through April is up $12,000 in this district. 
From all indications, this is going to be a record year. 

People seem to be showing less respect for personnel than 
ever before. Several parks throughout the state have 
incorporated the use of security guards. Sesquicentennial has 
two security personnel on duty each weekend to help control 
those who tend to be unruly. Although it may seem hard to 
do, we must remember that we should keep our composure in 
handling situations of this nature. Evaluate the facts and 
make decisions using judgement and good common sense. 
Many times, a pleasant approach will avoid a confrontation. 

As we move further into the summer, I wish everyone a 
safe and successful season. May this be the best yet for 
P.R.T. 

C. F. PARKMAN 
District IV Superintendent 

ANDREW JACKSON STATE PARK The cold hard 
winter has passed and summer is here. Our camping, because 
of the cold and rain, got off to a slow start but with the warm 
weather it is beginning to pick up. This time of year we have 
hundreds of school children touring the museum and our new 
addition, the one room school house. I have received 
considerable help from members of the local chapter of 
Retired Educators who volunteer their time to serve as 
hostesses during the tours of the school house. 

Fishing in the lake has been poor because of the muddy 
condition of the water caused by construction on nearby 
Highway 521. 

Speaking of the cold winter, several of our flowering 
plants did not survive the cold and we are in hopes of 
replacing them with help from the nursery at Kings 
Mountain. 

We hope that all have a safe and happy summer. 

LEW GRIFFIN 
Superintendent 

BAKER CREEK STATE PARK It seems to me that 
the severely cold winter caused a lot of folks to have an early 
case of "spring fever". With the onset of warmer weather and 
the Easter weekend, we have been having record crowds at 
Baker Creek. Campers and boaters are turning out in droves. 

Baker Creek State Park is becoming increasingly 
popular for company picnics, church groups, and youth 
clubs. Our calendar is nearly filled with dates for special 
events. Some of these include the following: May 14 — 
Indian Association; June 6 — Carolina Cycle Club (50 
bicyclists travel 101 miles in one day to arrive at Baker 
Creek); June 4 — Flexible Tubing Co. of Abbeville Company 
Picnic (1,000 people expected); June 20-24 — Day Camp for 
children. The list goes on and on. So you can see that we 
expect a busy summer. 

I'd like to take this opportunity to bid farewell to Chevis 
Wald, Ranger II and his family. Chevis is leaving the park 
system May 20 to go into the hardware business in Walhalla. 
We will surely miss Chevis, but wish him well in his new 
profession. 

WAYNE TIM MS 
Superintendent 

CHESTER STATE PARK — Lots of green grass, 
broken lawnmowers and hoardes of picnickers are sure signs 
that spring has finally arrived. The warm temperatures also 
brought the first of four horse shows, an archery shoot, many 
school field trips, a wedding and a few of the infinite number 
of family reunions. Several camping clubs from Charlotte, 
Columbia and other areas have made Chester one of their 
annual sites for a campout, and have been reserving the old 
camping area. 

While the turkey hunters were stalking their prey in the 
nearby woods, we had a wild hen turkey grazing in the yard 
and feasting from the bird feeder. She hasn't been seen lately 
but we hope that she is nesting and will soon return with her 
babies. Fishermen haven't had a lot of luck in the park lake, 
probably due to the fluctuating temperatures, but they keep 
coming back to try "one more time." 

We've just completed the winter painting and are starting 
the never-ending battle of trying to get the grass cut as fast as 
it grows back. (So far, the grass is winning!) 

If you need to get away from your park, come to Chester. 
You're always welcome at ours. 

TED WILLIAMS 
Superintendent 
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DREHER ISLAND STATE PARK — Park attendance 
at Dreher Island is on the upswing, with the change from 
winter right into summer. Fishermen,' campers, and pleasure 
boaters are really making good use of this beautiful weather. 

The Newberry County Shrine Club will be using the 
Island as a base for their summer boat race. The race is 
sanctioned by the American Boaters Association, and will 
feature races in twenty different boat classifications. Proceeds 
from the race will go to the Crippled Childrens Hospital and 
their Burn Center. 

Fishing has improved considerably since my last report. 
As I have put "only 150 lbs." in my freezer, there is still room 
for further improvement. 

At the present time, development of facilities on the 
Island has not started. Hopefully, we will hear from the 
officials in charge of the lease agreement in the near future. 

Hooray! The way has finally been cleared for develop
ment of Dreher Island to be resumed. Work will proceed as 
soon as the bidding process can be completed. 

R. F. PARRISH 
Superintendent 

HAMILTON BRANCH STATE PARK — We are 
looking forward to a very productive summer. More and 
more people are finding out about our beautiful camping 
area. Camping has already exceeded last year's total by 35 
per cent. Our primitive camping and picnic shelters seem to 
be very much in demand this year. 

One of our more prominent campers, Mr. James Wise, of 
Edgefield, S. C., caught the largest bass since I've been here. 
It weighed in at 12 lbs., 8 ozs.! 

We'd like to welcome Chris Hansen to our park staff. He 
replaced Leon Holiday as Ranger I. 

If you are ever in our area stop in and see us. 

J. W. MOORE 
Superintendent 

HICKORY KNOB STATE RESORT PARK — Spring 
arrived and so did the people! Three national events brought 
us some great publicity. 

Billy Murray, Director of the American Institute of Bass 
Fishing, out of Arkansas, pulled into the park towing the 
"world's largest fishin' hole" (and fishermen from 18 states). 
The instructors for this school sound like a "who's who in the 
fishing world" . . . Bill Dance, Roland Martin, Jerry Mclnnis, 
and Tom Mann. 

United Bass Fishermen's president, Jim Towns, from 
Lake Alfred, Florida held their Silver Cup Tournament at 
Hickory Knob and Sonny Mayhan brought the American 
Angler National Pro-Bass Tournament to the park for a 
week's fishing. 

"Mr. Ping Pong" arrived with the Presbyterians and gave 
us a sample of the kind of ping pong he played when he 
toured China with the American team. 

Noted fisherman Tom Mann demonstrates casting 
in the fish simulator during the American Institute of 
Bass Fishing event. 

The use of the campsites is steadily increasing and records 
show that in March of 1976 we had 923 registered guests in 
the motel rooms. This increased in March of 1977 to 1,285! 

The rangers added water sprinklers and lights to the 
putting green and it looks great. Flowers were planted to add 
color at the lodge entrance. 

ft; \ tm stir 

Junior Collins lost out to first place winner John 
Farr by two ounces! From left, Junior Collins, Sonny 
Mayhan and Jim Workman, Director of Clark Hill 
Authority. 

We're looking forward to cooperating with the folks in 
McCormick on July 2nd when the first "Gold Rush Day" will 
be held. This will be a full day of parades, crafts show, 
historical tours, and a battle-of-the-bands. 

We look forward now to a full summer . . . meeting new 
folks, welcoming old friends. Even though the program is 
fairly constant . . . it's the folks that really make it different 
and interesting. That's what it's all about, isn't it . . . people! 

DOT ELLIOTT 
Convention Coordinator 
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LANDSFORD CANAL STATE PARK — The tran
quility and beauty at the park are beyond words. 

The beautiful spring weather has brought out the 
picnickers, nature lovers and fishermen. Many of the 
fishermen bring their families with them, complete with bar-
b-que grills and baby play pens. The fish have even been 
cooperating! 

April and May have seen many of the classes from the 
local schools at the park for a little history as well as an 
outing. The archaelogy work is progressing slowly but all the 
painstaking efforts will be worthwhile. Once again the 
weather is very hot and dry and the risk of fire is very great. 

With another summer season upon us again, may the 
park system see the best year ever. Although money is tight 
and the park system could use many things, may we make the 
best of what we have and may each of us take the time to tell 
and show our park visitor what our park has to offer as well 
as tell them what our other state parks have to offer. 

My family and I were saddened to hear of Mrs. Lillian 
Miller's death. Our thoughts and prayers are with Eddie and 
his family. 

MARSHALL L. BRUCKE 
Superintendent 

KINGS MOUNTAIN STATE PARK — One of the "side 
benefits" of working at a state park is in meeting nice people 
from so many places, far and near. I have become good 
friends over the past few years with a fine bunch of campers 
from Shelby, North Carolina. Because of their interest in 
Kings Mountain and the fact that they camp here many times 
each year, a reporter from the Shelby Daily Star came to the 
park this spring to gather material for a feature article. Staff 
writer Joe DePriest and Photographer George Doggett sure 
did a grand job on the article. My report for this issue has 
been gleaned from this article. I hope that you enjoy reading 
about Kings Mountain as much as I enjoy living and working 
here. Have a good summer! 

Two special projects — an authentic 18th Century farm 
and a greenhouse-nursery complex that will supply plants to 
the 48 South Carolina state parks — are taking shape at the 
Kings Mountain State Park. The state park is adjacent to the 
national military battleground. "We're real excited" about the 
living history farm, located on some 10 acres, said South 
Carolina parks director Ray Sisk. This project, about two 
years in the works, will open to the public hopefully in June 
or July, he said. Among the farm's exhibits will be a 100-
year-old press and cotton gin — "one of the two left in South 
Carolina," Sisk said. 

This secluded corner of Lake Crawford at Kings Mountain State Park is the scene of much 
activity during the summer months, but before and after the busy season the view is more like this. 
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State park historian Mike Foley said the project seeks to 
"illustrate more or less the poor farm before the Civil War." 
Farming from the time of the Revolution to around 1850 
didn't change that much, he said. The living history farm will 
include log cabins, barns, farm implements, animals, typical 
crops under cultivation also with demonstrations and guided 
tours. A resident ranger will oversee the farm, he said. 

All the materials are authentic, Foley continued. The 
cotton gin came from Lexington County and the cabins from 
McConnels and the Sharon areas, he said. Reassembling the 
buildings has taken time — the work was not put out to 
contract — and the results would have taken an actual farm 
family of the period "several generations" to complete, Foley 
said. 

Sisk noted that the nursery and greenhouse nearby the 
farm — both located behind the park superintendent' 
residence — is one of the few such projects in the nation. 
The outdoor plants, mostly shrubs, will be grown at the site 
and later replanted all over the state in the various parks, he 
said. Kings Mountain was chosen because of the excellent 
climate for growing plants. 

Eventually, the nursery-greenhouse will be opened to the 
public for self-guided tours and seminars on growing plants 
will be held there, he said. 

Park superintendent Lee Jordan estimated between 25,000 
and 35,000 plants will be grown on the 10 to 12 acre site. One 
greenhouse is enclosed with year-round heat control and two 
others will be protective areas with energy heat only. The 
complex should be operational by the last of June, Jordan 
noted. 

Meanwhile, renovation and winterizing of the Camp 
Cherokee group camping site which can accommodate some 
90 people, is continuing and there is a possibility it can be 
used next winter. The mess hall has been renovated and 
work has begun on putting heat in the 27 small cabins 
which can be used by special groups. There is another 
group camp site in the park — nearby Camp York, which 
can handle up to 120 people. 

South Carolina groups account for most of the use of 
camps York and Cherokee, Jordan said, but in the family 
camping area, North Carolinians, especially families from the 
Shelby area, use the facilities. 

Every July about 15 families from Shelby and nearby 
areas converge on the campsite Fourth of July week and, as 
they are keen horse-shoe pitching fans, horse-shoe pitching 
tournaments are organized. 

(Excerpted from an article — Two Projects Planned at 
Kings Mountain State Park ... in the April 6 edition of the 
Shelby Daily Star. Our thanks to Star Staff Writer Joe 
DePriest and Staff Photographer George Doggett.) 

LEE JORDAN 
Superintendent 

SESQLJICENTENNIAL STATE PARK Hi every
body, warmest greetings to all from the crew at Sesqui! 

Well, it finally warmed up enough for us to repair our 
rain gutters, but we could have put our time to better use for 
it seems to have stopped raining. We are having a long dry 
spell. We also got a new roof on the concession stand but 
since then our constructive efforts have been arrested. Most 
of our time is occupied trying to control alcohol, vandalism 
and a very undesirable group of obnoxious and profane park 
visitors. 

On April 8th (Good Friday) my residence was broken 
into, ruining a door and taking some money and a box of 
valuable papers. (Papers were recovered recently when a 
hiker stumbled onto our strong-box in the park woods.) The 
Sheriffs Department was called five times in one day for 
control of drinking high school students. Park rangers were 
threatened physically on two occasions. Ten warrants and 
one petition were signed and we were in Magistrate's Court 
until 2:30 A.M. on Sunday morning, April 17th. 

Other vandals broke down a grill in the camping area, 
took it into the woods then returned and demolished 28 
campsite markers to burn in the grill. They also smashed 
fresh eggs into the coin mechanism of a drink machine and 
broke light bulbs in the restrooms. Super-snoop Gus Krajcik 
came up with some leads that resulted in two teenage boys 
repairing damages and their parents paying for materials. 

The house-breakers made another attempt on my 
residence on May 5th. They ripped up a screen door, 
smashed more glass in the door and damaged another door 
when my safety chain thwarted their entry. 

Leonard Jones sent J. R. Altman and his construction 
crew over to improve our park roads and we certainly 
appreciate the fine job they did, particularly the parking area 
they created for our picnic area across the lake. They left a 
back-hoe and front end loader in the clay pit overnight, so 
vandals smashed out the entire instrument panel and poured 
sand down the stack into the manifold. Fortunately, they 
were able to get the dirt out before damaging the engine but 
purchase of new instruments was necessary. 

Our "Nature Center" building has been relocated and is 
becoming an efficiency apartment for a Ranger we hope to 
recruit. We sure do need another man on "our side." Security 
guards have been employed to help us on weekends, and they 
sure have. 

I had the A-2 crew lined up but they are beginning to find 
better paying jobs and drop off my list. My Waterfront 
director just called and he is moving away from this area. 
About a fourth of the crew were involved in graduation 
exercises on Saturday, June 4th. 1 guess we're lucky it isn't 
raining, as we don't have time to cut the grass anyway . . . 
My son and a garbage truck collaborated to total his 
practically new Mustang. Thank God he wasn't injured. 

Keep smiling you all, 'cause things have to get 
BETTER!!! Hope you have a safe and profitable summer. 

The Undaunted Sesqui Scribe, 

J I M  M E A D O W S  
Superintendent 
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A DAY AT WOODS BAY 
Early morning rain and overcast conditions kept 

the crowds away, but by mid-morning about thirty 
people were on hand at Woods Bay State Park for the 
park's first extensive nature interpretive program. In all 
about fifty people were at the park on April 29th for "A 
Day at the Bay," a program conceived by the nature 
branch to offer insight into the many facets of the 
natural history of a Carolina bay. 

With a full day's activities, participants were given a 
tremendous opportunity to learn about one of South 
Carolina's most unusual natural formations. Most 
Carolina bays have yielded to the plow and Woods Bay 
has the distinction of being one of the few which has 
been spared. The fact that it has long been filled with 
water sets it apart as unique among Carolina bays. 
The combination of these factors creates an excellent 
natural setting for this type of interpretive activity. 

The program — really four programs combined 
into one — covered every aspect of natural history. 
Historian Brian Cassie initiated the program at 10 A.M. 
with a bird walk and several unusual warblers proved 

to be the highlight of the day. Chief Naturalist Joe 
Watson followed with a discussion of bay formation 
and a brief history of Woods Bay. 

After breaking for a picnic lunch, Dr. Larry Swails 
of Francis Marion College led participants on a walk 
around the millpond and onto the boardwalk. When 
Dr. Swails had discussed the flora of the area and 
pointed out interesting plants found in the bay, Rudy 
Mancke of the S. C. Museum Commission provided 
the finale for the program. His discussion of the animal 
life characteristic of this area and summary of much of 
the day's activities led to numerous questions which 
were answered by all of the many knowledgeable 
program leaders present. As participants left they 
carried with them a better understanding of the varied 
aspects of nature at work in a Carolina Bay. Hopefully, 
they also carried away a better appreciation for natural 
areas in our state parks system. 

JOHN REID CLONTS 
State Parks Naturalist 

The boardwalk at Woods Bay State Park offers an excellent opportunity for these "Day at the 
Bay" participants to get the feel for a swampy bay setting. 
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Inspector Who? 
For the past three years since becoming Chief of 

Construction with PRT, I have assumed the role of 
construction inspector. I have had many projects going 
on in many parks over this time span and have met 
many inspectors. Yes, each District Superintendent, 
Park Superintendent and Ranger is an inspector 
because it is your responsibility to know what is 
happening in your park and how it's being done. Let 
me give you a few suggestions as to the role of the 
inspector. 

An inspector should at all times be thoroughly 
familiar with all the provisions of the contract which he 
is administering. This includes familiarity with the plans 
and specifications, including changes and revisions. At 
this time I understand that some individuals have a 
hard time understanding plans and specifications, 
which means they may have to ask some questions. A 
man that does not ask questions pertaining to the 
unknown will never learn anything, so don't hesitate to 
ask for help. 

An inspector has different responsibilities and 
authorities, dependent upon the organizational set up 
under which he is working (chain of command) and his 
own capabilities. Each inspector should know his part 
in the organization and should be aware of the 
importance of high quality construction. Since I am 
unable to be on the project site seven days a week, the 
field personnel should assume the duty of daily 
inspector. If something does not look right and the job 
superintendent can not justify the work, call my office 
for further information. In following these procedures 
one should understand his own level of technical 
knowledge and accept his responsibilities without 
overstepping his authority. 

In order to do this, the Inspector must be aware of 
the extent of his authority. He always has the authority 
to require work to be accomplished in accordance with 
the contract plans and specifications. Procedures and 
policies on stopping work for safety violations or 
construction deficiencies should always be reviewed 
and cleared with your appropriate supervisors before 
being enforced. 

In dealing with all contractors, you should be 
impersonal but friendly, fair and firm. You should be 
businesslike and cooperative with the contractors and 
attempt to have a clear, accurate and appreciative 
understanding of his problems too. The Inspector's 
decisions and instructions should provide the greatest 
freedom possible to a contractor without prejudice and 
without waiving contract requirements in choice of 
equipment, material or construction methods. 

Furthermore, the inspector must make the right 
decision and issue proper instructions as quickly as 
possible, and above all he must issue them and see 
that they are executed promptly and at the right time. 
Any such decisions or instructions should be based on 
detailed knowledge of all facts, good judgement and 
protection of our (PRT) interest. Be sure to consider 
whether or not your instruction will have adverse 
consequences and if you think so, be certain that your 
appropriate supervisors are informed before action is 
taken. 

Above all, an inspector should be cautious and 
avoid dictating methods of construction to the 
contractor unless these methods are clearly spelled 
out in the contract, plans, or specifications. 

And by all means, you shall not as an inspector 
discuss items directly with the contractor's craftsmen 
or sub-contractors unless this is done with the General 
Contractor's knowledge, and any controversies with 
any contractor should be settled promptly. 

With these thoughts in mind, let's keep our eyes on 
all phases of contractural projects going on in our 
Parks system. 

WILLIAM C. LUCAS 
Chief of Construction 

Energy Saver 
Now that the warm summer months are upon us, 

thoughts turn to feeling cooler. In doing so, the air 
conditioners are being turned on, but remember that 
engineers with the American Society of Heating, 
Refrigerating and Air Conditioning have made many 
tests and found that 78° is a comfortable summer 
indoor temperature. Some utility companies are urging 
their customers to set their thermostats at 80°. 

If by chance your air conditioner does not function 
properly and you may have to replace it, also 
remember that when purchasing an air conditioner it is 
a good idea to slightly "undersize" the unit rather than 
"oversize" it. A smaller capacity unit operating 
continuously will provide better comfort (better 
humidity control) at some savings in energy than a 
larger unit running intermittently. 
WILLIAM C. LUCAS 
Chief of Construction 
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Larry Duncan 
Roger Lee Lay 
Brooks M. Jordan 
Michael A. Lovelace 
Edward C. Inabinet 
Robert Sullivan 
Marvin L. Gillian 

New Employees 
Michael F. Evans Ranger I Santee 
Christopher A. Hanson Ranger I Hamilton Branch 
Dwight S. Buchanan Ranger I Andrew Jackson 
Deirdra L. Wintner Pub. Info. Spec. II CTL 
Glen A. Davis Ranger I Lee 
Bernice D. Hall Groundskeeper Colleton 
James T. Watkins Laborer Service & Supply 
David G. Cannon Ranger I Hunting Island 
Diane C. Robinson Office Manager Service & Supply 
Thomas F. Raynor Ranger II Huntington Beach 
Herbert C. Ashley, III Ranger I Table Rock 
Margaret B. Ambrose Secretary I Service & Supply 

Promotions & Transfers 
Name From To 

Superintendent V, Santee 
Ranger I, Hunting Island 
Ranger II, Cheraw 
Ranger II, Goodale 
Ranger I, Huntington Beach 
Ranger I, Table Rock 
Ranger I, Chester 

District I, Superintendent 
Ranger II, Hunting Island 
Ranger III, Huntington Beach 
Ranger II, Paris Mountain 
Ranger II, Cheraw 
PMA, Cheraw 
Ranger II, Goodale 

Resignations 
Freeman Fair 
Charles E. Price 
Leon E. Holliday 
William L. Fowler 
Charles E. Grant 
Roger D. Minors 
William E. Turner 
Linda S. Wall 
Kenneth Hance 
Gregory P. Kight 
Fred L. Lusk 
Chavis Wald 
John W. Mixon 
Corbin E. McRae 
Norma T. Rogers 
Robert E. Taylor 

Laborer, Service & Supply 
Ranger I, Lee 
Ranger I, Hamilton Branch 
Groundskeeper II, Colleton 
Ranger III, Huntington Beach 
Ranger II, Paris Mountain 
Ranger II, Huntington Beach 
Secretary I, Service & Supply 
PMA, Cheraw 
Groundskeeper I, Isaac Haynes 
Trades Helper, Field Maintenance 
Ranger II, Baker Creek 
Ranger I, Kings Mountain 
Ranger I, Redcliffe 
Canteen Operator I, CTL 
PMA, Santee 

Norman B. Cooler 
Lorand B. Batten 
Lee Chappells 

Retirees 
District Park Supervisor, Central Operations 
Maintenance Supervisor, Field Maintenance 
Ranger, Greenwood 
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"Of Lights Among The Shadows" 

A Way Of Life That Kept Ruel Young At Heart. 
My hometown of Concord, New Hampshire will 

not be the same. Ruel N. Colby, sports editor of the 
Concord Monitor for 41 years and contributing 
editor for the past six years, passed away May 11 
at his home in Bow (a small town just south of 
Concord). 

Ruel was the eager recipient of many chocolate 
milkshakes that I concocted for him while jerking 
sodas at Davis Drug Store. I was always impressed 
with his command of the English language, and 
through the years 1 have been an avid reader of his 
editorials. A colleague once remarked that Ruel had a 
love affair with the English language, he treated it so 
tenderly. 

Ruel had undergone a throat operation for cancer 
in February, and as proof of his writing talent, I offer 
for your reading pleasure the last four paragraphs from 
his final editorial .... "Of Lights Among The 
Shadows." It appeared on April 13 and detailed his 
experiences since his cancer operation. 

. . . "Here in the somnolent cove where we are 
gradually adjusting to the reality of our reprieve there 
is for the Galley's rover a new appreciation of Nature's 
bounty ... in the shimmering seascape, the lullaby of 
the surf, the song of birds and the beauty of the 
flaming hibiscus and the bougainvillea we once took 
more or less for granted. 

"There is a section of our favorite beach that is 
furrowed with sugar-fine sand dunes topped by grass
like spears called 'sea oats'; and on days when the 
trade winds have softened their caress we walk a little 
way, to the company of the gulls, the pelicans and the 
egrets. 

"Back home Springtime is coming to the Valley of 
the Merrimack. Perhaps the crocuses and the forsythia 
already are in bloom on our slopes beyond the circlet 
of pines, the hemlocks and the oaks. 

"Meanwhile we carry in our heart the happiness of 
knowing there were those who cared; and whose 
caring made our ordeal so much easier to endure." 

Ruel Colby possessed a writing talent that could 
have taken him to the peak of his profession. By his 
own standards, it did. He did not want to leave 
Concord, where he was born in 1905. Newspapers 
from all sections of the country tried to lure him away, 
but he turned them all down. He rubbed elbows with 
managers, players and sportswriters alike. Ruel could 
have been right up there with Red Smith and 
Granltland Rice, for he was that special. 

DANA L. SAWYER 
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Joe Fitzgerald, present Monitor sports editor, 
summed it up this way: "Concord was his town; its 
people were his people, and no promise of wealth and 
fame could ever lure him from the happiness he found 
in their company. Was he wrong? He didn't think so, 
and that's all that mattered." 

By his own standards, Ruel Colby reached the 
zenith of his profession as sports editor on his 
hometown newspaper. Success in life can only be 
judged by the person that is living that life, and Ruel 
Colby was truly a giant within his profession. 
Fitzgerald continues . . . "Ruel was everything a writer 
could want to be. More than that, he was everything a 
man could hope to be: loved by his friends, admired by 
his peers and greatly respected throughout the 
profession to which he devoted most of his life." 

Colby reminisced about his lifelong love of sports in 
June of 1975 when he received the Distinguished 
Service Award from the New Hampshire Sportswriters 
and Sportscasters Association: 

"Often in my retreat amidst the tree-girt hills of 
Bow I have thought back upon times past and 
wondered where all the years have gone. In retrospect 
they form an enduring tapestry of unforgettable 
moments, of high excitement and vivid drama on the 
playing fields of Home Country. 

"In my travels from the mountains of the North to 
the coastal plains I shared vicariously in all the 
triumphs and disasters of the athletes whose exploits it 
was my job, and privilege, to cover. 

"It was a way of life that kept me young at heart, or 
so I have always believed. And I counted myself one of 
the luckiest guys in the world." 

1 wonder how many of us share Ruel Colby's 
attitude about our chosen professions and places of 
employment. Life really takes on added meaning when 
we can look ourselves squarely in the eye (of the 
bathroom mirror) and say proudly ... "I enjoy my 
work, my colleagues and I wouldn't trade places with 
anyone else in the world!" 

The summer season at South Carolina state parks 
is always a busy one, often beset with thorny 
problems. Dealing with the public is not always easy, 
but it is part and parcel of our chosen profession. 
Many times we must bite our tongues and turn the 
other cheek as we recall the sincere compliment from 
a picnicker or camper that helped to "balance the 
scale." 

Ruel Colby chose a way of life that kept him young 
at heart. I wish the same for each of you. 

DANA L. SAWYER 
Editor 
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The value of a Natural Area State Park as an interpretive tool was 
demonstrated very clearly this April at Woods Bay State Park. A field trip 
to observe wildflowers was held there on the 16th as part of the "South 
Carolina Spring Wildflower Weekends." Here Dr. Larry Swails points out 
the interesting features of the natural history to participants at "A Day At 
The Bay" held on the 29th. 


