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I would like to take this opportunity to again thank 
all of the Division of State Park Personnel in the field, 
Central Office and our Service & Supply Center for the 
excellent effort all of you put forth during this past 
summer. It was one which saw our attendance 
increase and also one that had many problems that all 
of you handled adequately. It is obvious that the more 
visitors we have, the more problems are encountered. 
By using good judgment and remaining calm we have 
been able to survive another season. 

I would like to take this opportunity to recognize 
Dana Sawyer, your Editor of the "Park Lites". At times 
Dana has problems getting information from the field 
in order to complete his issue. His enthusiasm and 
attitude are something that all of us would do well to 
observe. He is able to communicate witjh people of all 
ages and consequently, this has resulted in many 
letters to this office praising his ability. A Senator 
recently told me that some of his constituents stated 
that Dana had made one of the best presentations 
concerning state parks that they had ever heard. 

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate 
our Programs Section for the outstanding activities 
that they have already presented and for those that are 
coming up. These people work weekends and are 
away from their families and the jobs they perform are 
certainly beyond what is expected of them. 

In January of next year we will be sending some of 
our field personnel to the State Police Academy for 
training in law enforcement. If my memory is correct, 
we are the last of the Southeastern State Parks to 
have some type of law enforcement responsibility 
placed on our personnel. However, because of the 
many incidents that occurred this summer, we feel that 
it is imperative that our people be properly trained and 
deputized in order to protect our users and state 
property. 

n 
RAY M. SISK, Director 
Division of State Parks 
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Carter C. Hardwick, Jr., 
Mrs. Shirley Langdon 

TWO NEW P.R.T. COMMISSIONERS 
APPOINTED BY GOVERNOR EDWARDS 

CARTER C. HARDWICK, JR. 

Carter C. Hardwick, Jr. was born in Ardmore, 
Oklahoma, July 13, 1918 and grew up in Oklahoma 
City, the capital of Oklahoma. 

He attended grade school, junior high and high 
school in Oklahoma City, and the School of Business 
Administration at the University of Oklahoma in 
Norman, Oklahoma. 

Mr. Hardwick started his broadcast career, after 
returning from the U. S. Navy at the end of World War 
II, with WKY Broadcasting Company, which was 
owned and operated by the newspaper in Oklahoma 
City, The Oklahoma Publishing Company. As the 
company began to expand, the first station it pur
chased was WSFA in Montgomery, Alabama and Mr. 
Hardwick went there as Assistant General Manager 
and Sales Manager. One year later he became 
General Manager of the station. 

Some few years later, the station was purchased by 
the owners of WIS-TV in Columbia, South Carolina as 
their first new station acquisition. This group is owned 
by Liberty Corporation out of Greenville, South 
Carolina. Mr. Hardwick was then transferred to 
Columbia to manage WIS-TV, the company station 
there. After living in Columbia several years, the 
company purchased WTOL-TV in Toledo, Ohio. Mr. 
Hardwick was then sent to Toledo to manage this new 
operation. 

Mr. G. Richard Shafto was president of the 
broadcast properties during this period and with his 
retirement Mr. Hardwick resigned to accept a position 
with the newly formed State Telecasting Company, a 
wholly owned subsidiary of the State-Record news
paper in Columbia, South Carolina. 

Mr. Hardwick has served on the National Board of 
Directors with the Television Bureau of Advertising, 
and is Past President of the Montgomery Sales 
Executives Club. Before returning to the south to 
manage WCBD-TV in Charleston, South Carolina, 
Mr. Hardwick had the pleasure of serving as President 
of the Toledo, Ohio area's Chamber of Commerce. He 
is a recipient of the University of Alabama's annual 
award for Distinguished Achievement in Broadcasting. 

April 1, 1977, Mr. Hardwick resigned his position 
as Vice President and General Manager of WCBD-TV 
in Charleston, South Carolina to form his own 
company. Hardwick Communications Enterprises is a 
full-service company offering broadcast and public 
relations advertising services to its clients. He is 
associated with the Doremus Company in the areas of 
advertising and public relations. 

Mr. Hardwick is a board member of the Charleston 
Trident Chamber of Commerce, a Commissioner for 
the South Carolina Department of Parks, Recreation 
and Tourism, a member of the Country Club of 
Charleston, the Navy League Board and the Charleston 
Opera Association. A past board member of the 
United Way, he also served as Vice President of the 
South Carolina Broadcasters Association. 

Mr. Hardwick is married to the former Katherine J. 
Douglass of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. They have 
one grown married son living in Ann Arbor, Michigan 
with his wife and three daughters. 
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MRS. SHIRLEY LANGDON 

Mrs. Shirley Langdon, a travel agent with Crest 
Travel in Aiken, was recently appointed to the PRT 
Commission by Governor James B. Edwards. Mrs. 
Langdon, who will represent the Third Congressional 
District, is the first woman appointee to the Com
mission. 

Born in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada, Mrs. Langdon 
attended schools in Brantford, Ontario, and is a 
naturalized United States citizen. Her husband, Fred 
W. Langdon, Jr. is the division chairman of tech
nologies at the Aiken Technical College. The Lang-
dons operate a farm near Shaws Fork. 

Mrs. Langdon is a charter member of the Aiken 
County Republican Women's Club and has served as 
secretary and president. She was also a delegate to the 
state and national Republican Women's Conventions. 
She studied ballet at the Albertina Rasch Studio in 
New York City and toured the United States and 
Europe with the USO during World War II. 

Her active interest in community and civic affairs 
have included the following responsibilities: Superin
tendent of primary grades at St. Thaddeus Episcopal 
Church Sunday School for six years, Girl Scout leader 
for seven years, Aiken Hospital Auxiliary and the 
Aiken-Barnwell Mental Health Board. 

Mrs. Langdon has these thoughts concerning her 
work and interests: "My job as a travel agent is to plan 
recreation and tourism for the public. I try to promote 
and encourage traveling as 1 guide clients on proposed 
trips by arranging such details as travel arrangements, 
accommodations and sight-seeing. I can appreciate the 
need for parks because 1 am a landowner living on and 
working a 400-acre farm. In order to accomplish this 
successfully, a person must practice conservation and 
appreciate the value of land. Trees, water, animals and 
the outdoors itself are all integral parts of my everyday 
existence." 

Fall 1977 Page 3 



STATE PARK ATTENDANCE 

Fiscal Year 1976-77 

Aiken 
Andrew Jackson 
Baker Creek ... 
Barnwell 

121 
116 
296 
128 

Charles Towne Landing 255 
Che raw 
Chester 
Colleton 
Croft 
Dreher Island 
Edisto Beach 
Givhans Ferry 
N. R. Goodale 
Greenwood 
Hamilton Branch 
Hampton Plantation 
Hickory Knob 
Hunting Island 
Huntington Beach 

205 
157 
35 

225 
43 

454 
184 

70 
601 
258 

1 
440 
873 
532 

,084 Keowee-Toxaway 40,844 
,728 Kings Mountain 218,852 
,608 Lee 147,760 
,628 Little Pee Dee 120,456 
,126 Lynches River 167,148 
,752 Myrtle Beach 1,276,456 
,408 Oconee 280,676 
,620 Old Dorchester 136,732 
816 Paris Mountain 338,812 
420 Pleasant Ridge 68,852 

,532 Poinsett 177,036 
,964 Redcliffe 560 
,880 Rivers Bridge 100,664 
,608 Rose Hill 70,720 
,964 Sadlers Creek 144,400 
,716 Santee 831,428 
,032 Sesqui 379,740 
,276 Table Rock 449,108 
,056 Woods Bay 13,076 

Total Park Visitors 9,967,538 

STATE PARK ACTIVITIES 

Fiscal Year 1976-77 

Interpretive Centers 253,762 
Cabins 95,389 
Lodges 14,448 
Site Camping 657,450 
Other Camping 27,086 
Group Camps 22,560 
Boats 99,622 
Bicycles 3,150 
Fishermen 500,329 
Picnickers 3,006,798 
Swimmers 939,149 
Carpet Golf 91,570 
Golf Courses 3,134 
Horseback Riding 5,302 
Total Vehicles 2,514,236 
Out of State Visitors 1,875,717 
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E^SOl̂ ALITIES 

DISTRICT I 
Jerry Price, Superintendent 

Rivers Bridge 

DISTRICT II 
James H. Taylor, Superintendent 

Poinsett 

DISTRICT III 
John S. Rhodes, Superintendent 

Keowee-Toxaway 

DISTRICT IV 
Charles J. Mason, Ranger 

Kings Mountain 

SUSB&Wk 

mm mm 

JERRY PRICE — Jerry is from Belton in Anderson County. 
Having no brothers or sisters, he admits to being a "spoiled brat!" 
His mother and father are living in Belton, where his dad retired after 
managing a service station. Jerry graduated from Belton High 
School and then spent four years (1958-1962) in the Air Force. His 
assignments in aircraft maintenance included a 21/2-year tour of duty 
in the Pacific. It was during this period that he met his future wife, 
Ursula, on the island of Guam. Her father, a Major, was stationed 
there. 

Jerry and Ursula were married back in the United States after 
Jerry's discharge from the Air Force. They settled in the Greenville 
area, where Jerry worked for some ten years with three different 
companies. The first three years were spent reconditioning jet 
aircraft with LTV, followed by two years with United Parcel Service 
and five years as a foreman with Daniel Construction Company. 

Jerry joined the park system in 1972 as a ranger at Myrtle Beach. 
His next move was to Huntington Beach followed by two years as 
innkeeper at Hickory Knob. For the past 2]/2 years he has been 
Superintendent at Rivers Bridge. The Prices have two children, Jerry 
Lynn, 16 and Kelly Jean, 11. Lynn enjoys riding his motorcycle and 
is a budding artist, while Kelly likes to read and watch television. 
Ursula has worked at every park, and worked last year at Rivers 
Bridge. However, this year she took a well-deserved vacation to 
putter around the house. 

Ursula was head housekeeper while they were stationed at 
Hickory Knob. A native of Germany, she was a "brat" as the 
daughter of a career officer in the Air Force and has traveled all over 
the world. She enjoys swimming, reading and bowls once a week in a 
local league. Jerry also enjoys reading, bowling and has recently 
gotten into macrame. Both also like to rollerskate whenever they 
can find time to drive to a rink. 

The Prices have recently purchased a 16' travel trailer in which 
they are looking forward to camping and visiting other parts of 
South Carolina. Future plans for the Price family include trips to 
California to visit her parents and a jaunt "across the pond" to visit 
some of her relatives in Germany. 

The Price family is very happy at Rivers Bridge. "Most of the 
people near the park have farms, so we never have to buy 
vegetables," Jerry said. One request from park visitors is for some 
type of activity for the fall and winter months when the swimming 
pool closes. 
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JAMES TAYLOR — Jimmy hails from Fountain Inn, where he 
grew up with an older brother. His mother taught school while his 
Dad farmed. Jimmy graduated from Hillcrest High School in 1964 
after attending elementary school in Fountain Inn. He worked for 
one year at W. R. Grace's Cryovac plant in Simpsonville, then took 
a six months tour of active duty with the Army Reserves. Jimmy 
took his basic training at Fort Jackson before taking advance 
training as a medic in Denver, Colorado. 

It was "back to South Carolina" for Jimmy when Uncle Sam 
turned him loose, and for the next two years he worked for a textile 
machinery shop in Greenville. He married Lucy Metts of Lincolnton, 
North Carolina in June, 1968 and soon afterwards began his studies 
at North Greenville Junior College. For the next V/2 years he went 
to school during the week and worked at a service station on 
weekends. During this time, Lucy was teaching typing and business 
law at Hillcrest High School. 

Jimmy became attracted to park work while camping at 
Oconee State Park. He was in the process of writing the Columbia 
office for information about job vacancies when he needed the 
answer to a question. His call to Superintendent Eddie Miller at 
nearby Paris Mountain State Park for an answer to his question 
resulted in a job as Superintendent Miller told him about a vacancy 
at the park! Two years later Jimmy was promoted to Assistant 
Superintendent and transferred to Kings Mountain, and in 1972 be 
became Superintendent at Aiken. A year later he became 
Superintendent at Poinsett, where he continues to hang his hat. 

The Taylors have two sons, Bryan, 6 and Marc, 2/2. Jimmy 
enjoys fishing in the park lake and other nearby fishing holes with 
the boys, while Lucy's specialty is cooking. Both are rabid Clemson 
University fans, and attend most home football and basketball 
games. They used to camp, but have sold their camper. Two of their 
favorite places are Charles Towne Landing and Oconee State Park. 
They hope to travel out west sometime in the next few years while 
the boys are still young. 

Poinsett is ahead of last year in both attendance and revenue, 
Jimmy says. There has been more visitation at the park on 
weekdays this year, whereas most of the visitors last year came on 
weekends. Day use activities have also been on the increase, along 
with swimming and concession sales. The one facility that people 
inquire most about is tennis courts. 

JOHN RHODES — John admits to being a "hillbilly" from the 
mountain country of Pickens, where he and his sister managed to 
grow up when they weren't fussing at one another. John's father 
worked for the U. S. Postal Service. After graduating from Pickens 
High School, John spent two years in the Army. His tour of duty 
took him to Hawaii and Viet Nam, where he was an artillery section 
chief. 

Upon his return to the states, John attended Clemson 
University, where he graduated in 1972 with a degree in Recreation 
and Park Administration. His internship was served at Vogel State 
Park in the neighboring state of Georgia. 

John joined the South Carolina state park family in May 1972 as 
Park Management Assistant (PMA) at Table Rock. Later he was 
promoted to Assistant Superintendent at the park, then transferred 
to Keowee-Toxaway in 1974 and promoted to Superintendent. 
John's wife Cathy, also a native of Pickens County, grew up at 
nearby Six Mile. A Business Education graduate from Winthrop 
College, she works in the personnel office of the Cannon Hospital in 
Greenville. 

The Rhodes family includes Andrea Leigh, 4 and Jonathan 
Henry, 16 months. John enjoys woodworking and draws his own 
plans for pieces of furniture that he has made, such as a television 
cabinet, end tables and a room divider. He also enjoys landscaping 
and working with flowers, and evidence of his enthusiasm in this 
area may be found in several areas at Keowee-Toxaway. Cathy 
enjoys needlepoint, arts and crafts and shares John's interest in 
flowers. Her favorite flower is violets, many of which she raises 
around the park residence. John and Cathy would like to take the 
children out west when they are a little older. 

John has been at Keowee-Toxaway ever since it was an 
uncleared 1,000-acre tract of land and has been directly involved 
with its development. He naturally is quite fond of the park and 
admits to feeling right at home at this unique park on the Cherokee 
Foothills Scenic Highway (S. C. 11). He particularly enjoys the 
absence of noisy activities, but would like to see such facilities as a 
camping area and a boat ramp added. The former training center, 
now being rented as a cabin, is enjoying much popularity, and John 
would like to see additional cabins added at this unusual state park 
in the Piedmont. 
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CHARLES J. MASON — Charles, known to all his friends as 
"Bull," is a Tarheel from Belmont, North Carolina. His father was a 
truck driver, and he came from a large family of six children . . . two 
brothers and three sisters. He graduated from high school in 1966, 
then spent three years in the Army as a radio repairman and as a 
machine gunner in the infantry. His tour of duty included 
assignments in Viet Nam, Thailand and Taiwan. 

"Bull" was a vocalist with a band, the "Utopians," for five years 
after his discharge from the Army. The group had engagements up 
and down the East coast from New Jersey to Florida. His wife, 
Cassandra, comes from nearby Clover. The Masons have two 
children, Chenesse Shoshone, 4 and Charlie James Mason, Jr., 2. 

Charles went to work at Kings Mountain in October 1975 and 
has visited a number of other state parks in the state. He spends 
some of his duty hours working with Lew Cato in the greenhouse 
and nursery area. While he really enjoys park work, he admits that 
he doesn't particularly enjoy painting or cleaning out sewer lines! 
The park nursery presently has some 3,500 plants and 12,000 
cuttings that will eventually beautify areas of state parks throughout 
the Palmetto State. Some foundation plants may be ready for 
shipment this fall. 

Mason enjoys working on his car and running a few hands of 
spades. He plays "a little piano and a lot of drums," and his interest 
in music has led to an extensive collection of records and tapes. His 
wife likes to cook and also enjoys a friendly game of cards. She 
works at Marion Manufacturing in Clover. The Masons like to take 
their children to such places as Six Flags, Carowinds and Disney 
World. The perpetual smile on "Bull" Mason's face and his ever-
present sense of humor have certainly made him many friends 
during his stay at Kings Mountain! 

NATURE PROGRAMS LOOKING UP 
Early last spring the Programs Section, working 

with Bill Lazarus of the Columbia Science Museum's 
Gibbes Planetarium, began the formulation of plans for 
one of the most interesting and informative nature 
programs offered to date. In the world of natural 
phenomena, the oldest is often the most neglected, 
and this program was instituted to correct that 
imbalance. 

On various weekends scattered throughout the 
summer, Bill along with his wife and two children 
trudged off to South Carolina's State Parks toting a 
slide program, binoculars, and telescope to open up a 
new world of nature interpretation for park visitors. As 
darkness fell over the parks, campers and cabin users 
came out in droves to congregate in recreation 
buildings, amphitheatres, and open areas to listen and 
watch as Bill, armed with his visual aids, introduced 
them to the summer sky. His description of what to 
look for and his discussion of the myths and legends 
surrounding the numerous constellations created an 
atmosphere which was both entertaining and educa
tional, an essential combination for successful in
terpretation. 

From its beginning at Poinsett in June to its 
conclusion at Oconee in August, these stars gazing 
programs were followed with lavish praise. While Bill 
stood in the pitch dark on the dam at Oconee's lake 
surrounded by over 100 amateur astronomers during 
the summer's finale, Bob Cothran found a concise but 
adequate summation, calling it simply "a great 
program." 

With a successful summer now completed plans 
are being formulated for future sky interpretive 
programs. The addition of a star gazing session to the 
Table Rock Trek is sure to greatly enhance that 
already popular program and next summer may 
provide the springboard for rapid expansion. Several 
possibilities are being considered, but one thing is 
already apparent — sky interpretation is just beginning 
its climb to stardom in the South Carolina State Park 
system. 

JOHN REID CLONTS 
State Parks Naturalist 
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State Park Funding Sources 
South Carolina Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism 

These graphs show the trend in State Park funding sources since PRT was created in 1967, 
emphasizing the dramatic shift in emphasis from tax appropriated funds to park user revenue fees. 

1967-68 1970-71 1973-74 1976-77 

STATE APPROP. 
PARK REVENUE 
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District I 
I would like to thank all the Superintendents and 

personnel in District I for the cooperation given me in my 
new role as District I Superintendent. I certainly hope we can 
continue to work together to operate parks which not only 
we, but all South Carolinians can be proud of. Courteous 
personnel, well kept grounds, and clean facilities are three of 
our major goals. 

What a busy summer! All the beach parks are reporting 
record breaking figures in revenue. The campgrounds at 
Myrtle Beach, Hunting Island, Huntington Beach and Edisto 
have stayed full almost all summer. Cabins at Hunting Island 
and Myrtle Beach are booked on up into the fall. 

The inland parks in District I are also experiencing 
increased use this summer. Givhans Ferry's day use on 
weekends has been so popular that we've had to send Glenn 
Farr from Colleton to help on Sundays with crowd control. 
Rivers Bridge has seen larger crowds than ever on weekends 
with lots of picnickers and pool swimmers. Old Dorchester has 
been busting out at the seams with blanket picnickers. 
Hampton Plantation has opened its doors to the public each 
Sunday for the first time this summer. 

There have been some personnel changes in District I this 
summer. Dot Erwin resigned as Clerk II at Hunting Island to 
assume a position with the Board of Education. Dot will be 
missed greatly, but we wish her the best in her new job. Mack 
Copeland is leaving Myrtle Beach to become Superintendent 
at Baker Creek State Park. Good luck, Mack! I would also 
like to welcome new Rangers Thomas Coffey at Rivers 
Bridge and Thomas Ballard at Huntington Beach. 

LARRY DUNCAN 
District I Superintendent 

CHARLES TOWNE LANDING - With cooler autumn 
weather, an expanded film and Concert-in-the-Park series, 
and some additions to the Animal Forest and Settler's Life 
Area, we are looking forward to a busy fall season. The 
summer film series was extremely successful, filling the 
Landing Theater to near capacity audiences every Wednesday 
afternoon for our nature and ecology film series. This fall's 
series will alternate Saturday and Sunday matinees between 

full-length feature films and nature and history films. During 
Kid's Week over the Christmas holidays, we will provide our 
young audience with daily Flintstone and Yogi Bear 
cartoons. 

Music will fill the air on Sunday afternoons when we 
extend our spring Concerts-in-the-Park program into the fall 
season for the first time. The concerts will again be provided 
by area high schools and other musical groups. 

Later this season, we will hold our Colonial Life and 
Crafts weekend and Colonial Thanksgiving feast, two events 
which demonstrate late 17th century life with cooking, 
baking, wood carving and other crafts in the Settler's Area. 

The operations of the Settler's Life Area will not, 
however, be limited to special events this fall. With the 
assistance of members of Charleston's Second South 
Carolina Regiment of Foot and volunteers Judith Bansma, 
Chuck Voyles, Chuck Rappaport and Kathy Nicholson, the 
Settler's Life Area is now open and operational on a regular 
basis. Some of our guides now alternate donning period 
costumes and working in the area, learning from the 
Regiment members. Visitors are thrilled to stroll through 
the area and see people in costumes living and working, to 
sample a slice of homemade bread hot from the outdoor bake 
oven or to taste stew made from vegetables from the Crop 
Garden. 

Volunteers Jack Scarborough, Katherine Moody, LaShea 
Washington and Jonolyn Whiteside also help in various areas 
around the Landing and our thanks and best wishes go to all 
of them for the many hours given to the Landing programs 
and public activities. 

Progress is being made on the new home for our red tail 
hawk, grey horned owl and osprey. The parts for the new 
Prey Bird Aviary are from the old Hampton Park Zoo and 
were donated to the Landing by the City of Charleston. 
Visitors can enter the 100 foot by 30 foot by 20 foot structure 
through a caged tunnel and see the birds in action. 

Although they will be fed, rats and squirrels may wander 
into their habitat providing hunting practice for them. This 
will be the Landing's third aviary; the Shorebird Aviary 
currently houses pelicans, black-crowned night herons and 
snowy egrets and our turkeys have their own aviary. 

Our new puma born last May is now the size of an extra 
large housecat with enormous paws. Dordan, born to Missy 
II, our youngest female puma, was rejected by the new 
mother who did not know how to care for the cub. She is 
happy and healthy today, however, through the devoted 
efforts of A1 Dann, Animai Forest Director and his wife 
Doris who spent weeks feeding and caring for the newborn. 

Dordan has just begun eating solid foods — hamburger 
mixed with dog food — and finished her series of shots 
enabling her to develop the natural immunity to diseases she 
was unable to obtain from her mother's milk. Although 
Dordan is already sold, she will be available for viewing, 
petting and photographing from time to time this fall in the 
Animal Forest. A1 also plans to make the cub a star on area 
talk shows and children's programs. 

DEIDRA WINTNER 
Public Relations Director 
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COLLETON STATE PARK This has been a very 
busy but rewarding summer at Colleton State Park. The hot, 
dry weather eliminated the mosquito problem; however, we 
have really had a time with yellow jackets. They have stung 
campers, Bernice and me! Believe me when I say those little 
"devils" surely can sting! I have destroyed seven nests this 
summer and been stung six times. Twice I was "hit" in the 
top of the head and had a severe headache as a result. It felt 
like somebody hit me in the head with a poker! 

Fishing was really good in early summer and this brought 
out our local campers. Consequently, we are having a very 
good year in camping. 

The Swirling Lady didn't do much swirling this summer. 
Water levels of the Edisto river were the lowest they have 
been in many years. At Givhans Ferry there was even a sand 
bar in the middle of the river, and people were wading all the 
way to the other side. 

Jake, it was a pleasure helping you and Charles at 
Givhans Ferry on Sundays this summer. That is what friends 
are for. The scenery was eye-straining at times, but I 
managed to get by without damaging my eyes! 

I would like to thank Ranger Bernice Hall for the good 
job she did this summer. She worked hard keeping the camp 
sites raked, the rest rooms cleaned, and campers registered. I 
have received many compliments about her work here at 
Colleton. 

I have been looking after Isaac Hayne's burial site and 
gardens this summer and that has got to be the fastest 
growing grass in this country. It was a pleasure anyway. 

The best of everything in your retirement, Mr. Cooler and 
welcome to District I, Superintendent Larry Duncan and 
family. 

You all come and God bless. 

GLENN FARR 
Superintendent 

EDISTO BEACH STATE PARK — Fall is just around 
the corner, and it will be a welcome sight to have some cool 
weather again. This has been one of the hottest summers at 
Edisto, with temperatures in the high 90's and low 100° range 
most of the summer. We have had only 10 or 12 days of rain. 

The hot weather brought people out to the beach to try 
and cool off in the surf. Due to the weather, most of the 
people were not prepared for the heat or surf. We had a 
number of sunburns and sun poisoning cases this summer. 
The surf also took its toll with three drownings at the Park. 
Several others were prevented by staff members and other 
swimmers. There was not much moving around during the 
day, but at night the people were able to come out and play 
carpet golf. Carpet golf has done real well this summer. The 
hot weather did cause several problems in the campground. 
Campers with travel trailers were trying to run their air 
conditioners wide open, resulting in many blown fuses. 
However, most of the campers worked with us by reducing 
the use of their air conditioners. Tent campers were the ones 
that really suffered! 

With the closing of another summer season, I would like 
to thank my Rangers, A-2 personnel and Park Aides for the 
long hours they worked this summer. A special thanks to my 
Naturalist/Recreator for the fine programs that she put 
together. Finally, thanks to Mr. Sisk, Larry Duncan, Andrew 
Kennedy, Tommy Putnam, Dan Turpin, and others for the 
help and advice that they gave me during this past summer. 

MELL FELDER 
Superintendent 

GIVHANS FERRY STATE PARK — The summer 
season has ended! It has been a long one because of the hot, 
dry weather and my illness. This season we had a lot of day 
users, campers, mosquitoes, dust but little rain. In fact, the 
"Great Lady," the Edisto River, has almost dried up. A large 
sand bar appeared right in the middle. She is quite a lady; 
sometimes she is calm and serene, but at other times she is a 
tempest storm! 

Attendance figures reveal that this has been a very 
successful season. We have rented 45 more campsites to date 
than last year, while our cabin rentals are exactly even with 
1976. However, our total park visitors are up about 25,000 
over last year. Our crowds have been tremendous all summer, 
with "standing room only" every weekend! 

Several large companies including Sam Solomon and 
Kmart had company picnics at Givhans Ferry this year. 
Church groups also use our picnic facilities constantly during 
the summer. A group of retarded children from Dorchester 
County were with us during July, and plans for the 
Dorchester Arts and Crafts Fair are proceeding "full steam 
ahead." The first Fair was held last year in October, with 
similar programs planned each year. 

My thanks go out to Colleton Superintendent Glenn Farr 
for his continued help and support during my illness and 
convalescence at home this summer. Special thanks go to 
Charles Cumbee, my ranger, for working many long, hard 
hours during my absence. I could not have managed without 
assistance and cooperation from these and other fine people. 

JOHN B. HOLLOWAY 
Superintendent 

HAMPTON PLANTATION — Very little has occurred 
since the beginning of summer here at Hampton. The large 
number of mosquitoes and deer flies this year, together with 
no further restoration to the plantation itself, has brought 
about a decrease in interest by the public. As a result, we've 
had very few visitors. 

Needless to say, we are looking forward with anticipation 
to the fall, cooler weather, hopefully more visitors and an 
opportunity to get into the gardens again. Pruning, fertilizing 
and other tasks are our way of enjoying the gardens. We 
hope that you have had a much more fruitful season than we 
have had. 

BUD S. KLEIN 
Superintendent 
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South Carolina's sun-drenched beaches offer children a 
safe and happy playground to search for shells, build 
sandcastles and romp in the surf. The 281-mile coastline 
includes four popular state parks . . . Myrtle Beach, 
Huntington Beach, Edisto Beach and Hunting Island. 

HUNTING ISLAND STATE PARK — The park has 
seen its biggest summer ever! Attendance and revenue have 
reached their highest peak ever. The weather has for the most 
part been beautiful this summer. The Recreator and 
Naturalist have had a very good turnout for their programs 
during the season. 

We want to thank Mrs. Jane Turner for her hard efforts 
in trying to learn the office work here at the park. Mrs. Erwin 
is now working for the Beaufort County Board of Education 
and we hope that she enjoys her new job. 

Mr. Erwin, however, has had a rough time these last few 
months, being in and out of the hospital. We hope he will be 
feeling better soon. 

The park personnel would like to congratulate Roger and 
Brenda Lay on the birth of their son, Roger Lee Lay, Jr. 

All of us here at Hunting Island hope that everyone in 
PRT has had a nice and enjoyable summer. 

STEVE EDISON 
Assistant Superintendent 

HUNTINGTON BEACH STATE PARK — The summer 
season has been going strong and shows no sign of letting up 
yet. Camping has been full just about every night. Day use 
attendance has been at an all time high. The summer has 
gone very smoothly with few problems. 

I'm happy to say we have had an exceptional recreational 
program this season. Miss Allison Hancock and Miss Susan 
Dugan are to be commended for a job well done. 

Miss Dugan, our naturalist, says the new marsh 
boardwalk has been very well used. She even had two ladies 
in their seventies down on their stomachs listening to fiddler 
crabs! Our Chaplain, Dave Corbitt, has also done an 
exceptional job. 

We would like to welcome Thomas Ballard to Huntington 
Beach. Thomas, our new Ranger I, comes to us from 
Chesterfield, S. C. He says that it's a suburb of Cheraw. (I'll 
bet Larry Adair will argue that point! Ed.) 

We have two big events coming up and we are busy 
getting ready for them. First we will have the ground 
breaking ceremony at the north end for the jetty project. The 
jetty will extend 3,330 feet and should provide excellent 
fishing. The second big event is the 2nd Annual Arts and 
Crafts Festival in Atalaya to be held Sept. 17-19. We are 
hoping for an even bigger success than last year. 

Congratulations are in order to Linda and Van Stickles 
on the birth of their child. Amy Marie was born August 7 
and weighed 7 lbs. 3 ozs. Both mother and daughter are 
doing fine and father is bursting with pride. Of course, Van 
thinks Amy looks just like him! 

Superintendent Stickles would like to thank his A-2 
personnel and especially Rangers Brooks Jordan, George 
Gordon, Tommy Raynor and Frank Ballard for their hard 
work and long hours. 

We hope everyone has had a good season and is looking 
forward to autumn. 

GEORGE GORDON 
Ranger 
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CAMPING ALL DAY AT 
HUNTINGTON BEACH STATE PARK 

— sung to the tune "Margaritaville" 

Picked out a campsite, 
Thought it looked all right; 
Had a shade tree 'bout seven feet tall, 
She wanted South end, who cares what I spend; 
Backed in my Cox and squashed the kid's ball. 

Camping all day at HBSP 
Mosquitoes and gnats biting my arms. 
Some people claim it's the bug spray to blame 
But I know it's the ranger's fault. 

Hiked to the Trading Post 
To pay for my camp space, 
Told the girl I had site 62. 
She said, "oh, no, man, that site's been taken by a van!" 
Had to go back and do it again. 

Camping all day at HBSP 
Looking for a place to pull off of the road. 
Some people claim that the tourist's to blame 
But 1 know it's the Trading Post's fault. 

Finally got set up, 
Hot sun won't let up; 
Where are the kids? Ain't seen 'em all day. 
Went to the ghost walk, neighbors they do talk, 
Sure am glad we drove all this way. 

Camping all day at HBSP 
Searching for the peace and quiet I deserve. 
Some people claim that there's a neighbor to blame 
But I know these campsites are to blame. 

Next morning we got up 
Can't find my coffee cup, 
Sand castle building took it away; 
Went to the boardwalk, can't hear the neighbor's talk, 
Johnny fell in and ruined our day. 

Camping all day at HBSP 
Looking for that long-lost ranger for help; 
Some peope claim there's a camper to blame 
But I know ain't seen a ranger all day. 

Got ready to pull out, 
Enjoyed it no doubt, 
Thought I had everything in my hand; 
Hooked up my trailer, then I got paler, 
Oh, no! I'm stuck in the sand! 

Digging all day at HBSP 
Looking for a wrecker at twenty-five bucks; 
Some people claim that there's a sand dune to blame 
But you know some of it's our fault. 

Don't know the reason, 
We'll be back next season, 
Guess it's fun in a strange sort of way; 
Went to the Trading Post, oh, what a rat race! 
Now that long drive all the way to Conway. 

Driving away down Highway 17, 
Looking back, guess I'll have to say 
Everyone claims there's someone else to blame 
But I'll be back, 
So it must be my fault. 

(Written by Superintendent Van Stickles — originally 
signed "Anonymous," but he finally owned up to it! In the 
words of Recreation Programmer Allison Hancock, "such 
talent should not go unnoticed!") Ed. 
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MYRTLE BEACH STATE PARK — It has really been a 
busy summer here at Myrtle Beach. With all the hot weather 
and no rain we have had huge crowds during the week and 
on weekends. With a good crew of Rangers and summer 
employees, everything has gone along smoothly with few 
complaints from the park visitors. 

We lost Mac Copeland, his wife Terry and daughter, 
Dawn, to Baker Creek State Park last week. Mac accepted 
the position of Superintendent there. Good luck to him on 
his new job. Bill Smith, the PMA here was promoted to 
fill our vacancy as Assistant Superintendent. 

Soon we will be starting on much needed repairs and 
repainting buildings after a busy season. It has been a good 
year and I wish to thank all my personnel here in the park 
and the Columbia office for the help they have given to make 
this year a successful one. 

ROBERT TURNER 
Superintendent 

OLD DORCHESTER — It's been three and a half years, 
but the alligators are back at Fort Dorchester! They can be 
seen from the fort walls during the early morning hours, 
swimming the Ashley River. Not only have the alligators 
returned, but also have many artifacts which were recovered 
during our diving expedition last December. They have been 
placed in the Interpretive Center located outside the fort. 

Oh Yeah! We've still got the fort and the bell tower; 
they never left our sight! History is a major part of our park 
and it can be seen more clearly now than ever before. We 
invite you to enjoy it with us. I won't be here by the time you 
read this article to greet those of you who may drop by. I'll 
also invite you all to Keowee-Toxaway State Park, where I'll 
have been transferred. Before I leave Old Dorchester I would 
like to express my appreciation to Danny Odom and his 
family for making Nancy's and my stay here a most 
pleasant one. 

Congratulations are also in order for Danny's ten-year old 
son, Tony. His baseball team won the tournament play-offs 
in 1977! 

BAILEY M. MORROW, JR. 
Ranger 

RIVERS BRIDGE — By the time this is printed, the 
season will be over and our crowds will be smaller. Although 
we had a relatively quiet summer, we were plagued by a few 
persons that tried to tear up the park and caused other 
problems. Most park visitors are good people, and those are 
the ones that we hope will return! 

I would like to welcome Tom and Terry Coffey to the 
park family. Tom is a Clemson graduate from Aiken, while 
Terry hails from Rock Hill. I hope that they will have a 
happy and full life with the parks. 

My special thanks to Andrew Kennedy and Jim Work for 
the time that they spent down here getting our swimming 
pool in first-class shape. 

JERRY PRICE 
Superintendent 
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The Red-Cockaded Woodpecker 
Where are your favorite parks located: along the 

coast, in the midlands, or in the piedmont? There is an 
interesting little bird that has a definite preference for 
District II parks. The Red-cockaded Woodpecker is 
listed among the rare and endangered species of North 
American wildlife. At one time this bird was found in 
most of the Southeast but it is now restricted to a few 
areas. South Carolina is home to more of these birds 
than any other state. 

This woodpecker prefers open longleaf pine forests 
and normally makes its nest cavity in old pines that are 
still alive. The nest trees are easy to spot as there is 
always a flow of sap around the cavity entrance. This 
flow of sap is caused by the birds pecking all around 
the entrance to his home. We do not know why this 
is done unless it is to discourage predators or to trap 
insects for food. 

State parks make a nice refuge for this woodpecker 
as they are one of the few areas where pines get old 
enough to make suitable nest trees. 

The Red-cockaded Woodpecker is known to exist 
on the following parks: Aiken, Cheraw, Givhans Ferry, 
Huntington Beach, Lee, Lynches River, Poinsett, 
Rivers Bridge, Santee, and Sesqui. 

JOE F. WATSON 
Chief Naturalist 

Energy Saver 
Did you know that it takes less water to take a 

shower than a tub bath? A person will use 10 to 15 
gallons taking a tub bath versus using only 8 to 12 
gallons taking a shower. Additional savings can be 
realized if a lower consumption shower head is 
installed. Studies show that bathing consumes about 
40% of the hot water used in the typical household. 
Shower heads are rated in gallons of water per minute 
(GPM) passing through the head. They usually range 
from 1.5 GPM to 15 GPM with about 25% of the water 
used in a shower being hot. Therefore, using a lower 
GPM shower head will significantly lower your hot 
water consumption in the average household. 

WILLIAM C. LUCAS 
Chief of Construction 
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ARCHERY ON THE UPSWING 
Interest in archery like many other sports seems to 

run in cycles. There will be an upsurge in interest and 
archery club memberships will soar. Then, in a couple 
of years, the interest and membership will begin to 
wane. But during the lean years, there are a few 
archers that are dedicated to keeping the sport alive. 

The last couple of years, interest in archery and 
bowhunting has been growing. The opening date for 
deer season gives the archer a two week head start on 
the gun hunter and several areas of our state allow 
only bowhunters. The most important reason for the 
present increase of interest is the development of the 
compound bow (a bow that uses pulleys to give the 
shooter a mechanical advantage). The compound bow 
has almost completely replaced the recurve bow on 
the range and in the field. By shooting harder and 
straighter, the archer has higher scores on the range 
and a better chance of success when deer hunting. 

What does this increased interest in archery and 
bowhunting mean to us? We do not have any 
bowhunting on our state parks; true, but PRT is 
interested in promoting all types of recreation. Many of 
our parks are located in prime hunting areas and even 
deer hunters enjoy a hot shower. We have the facilities 
in the way of cabins and campgrounds that will meet 
many of their needs. We also have archery courses for 
practice and tournaments to test their skill. This year 
we went a step further by providing seminars to teach 
hunting and shooting techniques. 

Interest in archery is high and will continue to 
grow. We hope to continue working with groups such 
as the Chester Bowhunters, Keowee Bowmen, Inc., 
Greenville Bowhunters and The S. C. Archery 
Association. When the people of South Carolina show 
an increase in an outdoor recreational pursuit, the 
State Parks Division will be working to provide the 
opportunity to participate and to increase the 
participant's skills. 

CHARLES W. HARRISON 
State Park Recreator 

Along The Route 

Texas Travel Log carried the following, reprinted 
from the Arlington Citizen-Journal. With a little 
adaptation to your particular area or business, the 
"Ten Commandments for the Care and Handling of 
Visitors to South Carolina" can become your 
guideline. 

Thou Shalt Not frown or scowl at visitors, for a 
traveler is your bread and butter. 

Thou Shalt ask pleasantly if you can be of service to 
visitors. 

Thou Shalt make yourself a storehouse of information 
for travelers and cheerfully share your knowledge 
with them. 

Thou Shalt answer questions seventy times seven with 
a smile. 

Thou Shalt keep your sunny side up, even though 
wearied and troubled. 

Thou Shalt remember the State Motto of South 
Carolina is friendship - and show it. 

Thou Shalt be neat and clean, for cleanliness is the 
mark of politeness to others. 

Thou Shalt cause children to have a happy vacation, 
for their memories shall profit you in the future. 

Thou Shalt encourage travelers to stay and see South 
Carolina for thereby will you and the entire state 
benefit. 

Thou Shalt send visitors on their way with smiles on 
their faces and yours. 

From the 3M Travelaide Newsletter 
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Executive Tools 

THE INTANGIBLES OF SUCCESS 
Our state park personnel are very proficient with 

tangible tools such as hammers, saws, rakes, etc. 
There are also intangible tools to aid us in our 
everyday contacts with the public, and I would like to 
share them with you. 

A. Stimulating Tools — contagious environment. 
1. Enthusiasm — the breath of life. 
2. Cheerfulness — faith in the project. 
3. Unselfishness — interest in your employees. 
4. Constructiveness — creative thinking. 
5. Fighting Spirit — seeing the job thru. 

B. Stabilizing Tools 
1. Calmness — especially with women. 
2. Consistency — your employees can predict 

you and count on you. 

C. Time-saving Tools 
1. Receptiueness — your employees find you 

easy to talk with. 
2. Simplicity — be clear, understandable, plain. 
3. Frankness — all the facts. 
4. Impressiveness — persuasive in your speech. 

D. Conforming Tools 
1. Firmness — accepting your responsibilities 

and seeing that others accept theirs. 
2. Tact — use the positive appeals in an 

awkward spot. 
3. Tolerance — don't expect your juniors to 

have your skills. 
4. Patience — some of us have a different pace. 

E. Restraining Tools 
1. Dignity — recognize your responsibilities. 
2. Courtesy — a uniform standard of showing 

respect for others. 

F. Tools for Fashioning Loyalty 
1. Kindness — show and be. 
2. Friendliness — a two way street. 

Benjamin Franklin developed himself by taking one 
virtue — or tool — at a time and trained himself until it 
was a habit — Can you? 

FRANCES COLEMAN 
Chief of Operations 

Fall 1977 Page 15 



C
O

 
0>

 

05
 

CO
 0̂
 

C
O

 
0)

 

H
 

(
0
 

3
 

O
 C
 

CD
 

D
J
 

3
 

a
 

e
o

 

CD
 

O
 3 CD
 

(
0
 

3 a
 

ft a
 

C/>
 

ft n
 

o
 3 a
 

>
 

p
+
 

£
L

 ST
 

D
>
 

>
 

p
+
 

CD
 

&>
 3 a
 

o
 

&> N
-H

 

r-
K

 

CD
 

ft CD
 

p
1̂

 

< D
J
 

I
 c 3
 

P
+
 

5
' 

O
Q

 
r-
f 

o
 3
 

0
0
 

ft
 

Q
) 

O
 

3
r
 

C
D

 
P
+
 

a>
 

ri


ft
 

T
O

 
D

J 
!-{

 
7T

 



District II 
Very little maintenance has been accomplished on any of 

the District II Parks aside from the usual grass mowing. 

During the past few weeks several personnel changes have 
been made in the district. Congratulations are extended to 
Larry Duncan, former Santee State Park Superintendent 
who was promoted to District I Superintendent and Roy 
Atkinson, former Ranger II at Poinsett who was promoted to 
Suprintendent I at Woods Bay. I would like to welcome Ted 
Williams who was promoted from Superintendent II at 
Chester to Superintendent V at Santee State Park. A hearty 
welcome is extended to the new personnel joining District II 
and I wish them lots of luck in the future with PRT. 

HORACE W. CRAIG 
District II Superintendent 

AIKEN STATE PARK — By the time this edition of 
Park Lites is printed summer will be gone and all that will 
remain are the memories. We will all remember the extremely 
hot summer and the needed rain that came too late. All in all 
it was a very good summer with revenues, attendance, etc. up 
from last year. The crowds were not always as cooperative as 
they could have been but this is to be expected. 

At the beginning of the summer things were a little "nip 
and tuck" with the lake used for swimming. The old spillway 
was abandoned during June and a temporary 8" pipe was 
installed to handle the overflow. Because things did not go as 
planned, the water rose until it finally overflowed the dam in 
two places. Neither cut was serious but there were a few 
anxious moments. 

Lightning, which was rather bad this summer, resulted in 
the removal of several trees throughout the park. The loss of 
the only tree in the swimming area will especially be missed. 
The top half of the tree was severed and bark was peeled 
from the remaining half. The possibility exists that it will 
survive but it will certainly be odd-shaped! 

Now that summer is over and the crowds have thinned it 
is time to turn our energies and thoughts toward the winter 
months. Major projects at Aiken this year will consist of 
rewiring the campground and installing three new spillways. 
Smaller projects will develop as time goes on. 

Soon it will be time for the Superintendent's meeting and 
again we can get together to converse about this past 
summer's happenings. 

MARSHALL WEST 
Superintendent 

BARNWELL STATE PARK — It was a hot, dry 
summer until the last two weeks in July, when the rains came 
nearly every day. The farmers that needed rain so desperately 
changed their tune to "rain, rain, go away and come again 
another day!" 

The Barnwell County Developmental Center held its first 
annual day camp at the park July 18-25. Director Ray Wade 
and his staff supervised the five-day camp for the twenty-
one clients which it serves. Dr. James T. Ward from the 
University of South Carolina, used our park facilities for a 
three-week course of environmental study. Some sixty 
children from surrounding counties attended the last week of 
the course. 

Another group that visited with us in July was Boy Scout 
Troop 392. About 120 scouts from the Salkehatchie District 
attended a day camp July 18-23 and Troop 392 held a Court 
of Honor on July 19. 

Heyward Clamp, Jr. of Salley gave the scouts a 
demonstration and lecture about snakes, and showed them 
the poisonous ones to be found in our area. Mr. Clamp does 
this as a hobby, but it doesn't particularly appeal to me! He 
showed moccasins, rattlesnakes and a ten-foot python that 
"posed" with us for a group photograph! I'm really a distant 
admirer of snakes . . . the more distance between them and 
me, the better I like them! 

BEA ROSS 
Superintendent 
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CHERAW STATE PARK — Our summer began in May 
with Larry Adair's Life Guard Training Camp. The young 
people attending worked hard and learned a lot in one week. 
This intensive training paid off as we averaged a rescue a day 
for the first three or four weeks. 

The summer season started with a bang and did not slow 
up until August. The 4th of July crowd was astounding. Can 
you believe 1,400 swimmers in one day? Several checks of the 
parking area that day showed that 50% of our visitors were 
from out of state. Those Tar Heels know a good thing when 
they see it! 

The big crowds kept coming during July. At this writing 
we have had over 18,000 swimmers this year to date. This has 
kept Wayne Smith busy around the bathhouse, but in his 
sparetime he has become an excellent bridge builder. 

The use of family cabins has increased. It did not take 
Robert Sullivan long to make the transition from the 
mountains to the sand hills! 

Ed Inabinet, our other new ranger, is off defending our 
country with the army reserve as this is being written. 

We have had more campers than in the past. Keeping the 
campground and picnic areas clean has kept us hopping. Olin 
(Rooster) Smith had hoped the dry weather would keep the 
grass from growing, but it did not work out that way. 

Group camp attendance was down a little but the children 
who attended really seemed to have a good time. 

Soon the beach will be covered with Canadian geese 
instead of swimmers. We look forward to the peace, quiet 
and the five day work week which is approaching. 

CECIL PRUETTE 
Ranger 

N. R. GOODALE STATE PARK — This summer has 
been a very hot and dry one in Camden. It has also been our 
best (revenue-wise) since I have been at Goodale. Through 
July we were about 25% ahead of last summer in attendance 
and revenue. As I write this the rains have arrived and our 
crowds are thinning rapidly. Everyone is beginning to talk 
about going back to school. 

Lifeguards taught swimming lessons again this summer 
and the crowds were well behaved. We had the best repeat 
business ever, and season swim passes along with the 
swimming lessons did a great deal to bring this about. We 
sold almost $1,200.00 worth of season passes this summer 
and I think this did a great deal to make my summer a 
pleasant one. It seems that troublemakers avoid an area 
where they are outnumbered by family groups. 

Also this summer, our shelters were filled to capacity 
almost every weekend. We had many family reunions as 
usual but the shelters were also enjoyed by CB clubs, church 
groups, local bands, civic groups and recreation groups. Our 
largest crowds were for a local band concert and the Annual 
Camden City Recreation Playground Day. Both days 
everywhere you looked you saw people. The 4th of July was a 
beautiful day, the first 4th it has not rained since I have been 
with the parks system. There was not a table to be found 
unoccupied anywhere in the park. 

Since our last article a new family has moved to Goodale. 
Bill Gilliam along with his wife Brenda and two children, 
Eloise and Shawn, have been a welcomed addition here at 
Goodale. 

Although summer has been fun we are all looking 
forward to the fall and cooler weather. Stop in and say 
"Hello" if you are in our area. 

ROBERT FOWLER 
Superintendent 

This new foot bridge in front of the bathhouse at Cheraw 
provided safer access to and from the swimming area. 

LEE STATE PARK — First I would like to thank Bill 
Alewine and his family, Carol, Donna, Greg, and Craig (who 
I think I can finally tell apart) for being so helpful with my 
family's transition to park life. Many thanks to a tremendous 
family! 

We certainly have had a busy summer here at Lee. I have 
often wondered how all the work would get done, but with 
everyone's help and cooperation it always seemed to be 
completed on time. Our crowds have been large and during 
my first summer with PRT I have enjoyed meeting people 
from all parts of the United States and Canada. 

In the beginning we had problems with people drinking 
and getting rowdy. Through the great cooperation from our 
local sheriffs department and the "Alcoholic Beverages 
Prohibited" signs, the problems, although not solved, have 
subsided considerably. 

We were very fortunate on July 4th to have Mr. and Mrs. 
R. T. Pinkerton staying in our campground. Quite a mess 
remained in the picnic area after the crowds had left. Bill and 
I had already commented about how long cleanup of this 
area would take. Later when riding through I noticed that all 
trash had been placed in trash cans and the area had been 
cleaned up! Mr. and Mrs. Pinkerton had beaten us to the job. 
Our thanks is extended to this fine couple. We wish more 
people were as considerate. 
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The local 4-H club held its first horse show at the horse 
show ring, and Superintendent Bill Alewine participated in 
the dedication ceremonies. The show was a great success with 
a large turnout, and another show is planned for September. 
Plans have been made to pave the road to the horse show 
ring, which will help the dust problem. 

We are looking forward to Labor Day and the start of 
our winter work program. With all that is planned I am sure 
that we will have a busy winter and no problem keeping 
warm! 

To end on a light note, I learned shortly after getting here 
that you don't open the door of the truck to lean out and 
retrieve a piece of paper. You could have a hard time pulling 
yourself back inside! 

ANDY DAVIS 
Ranger 

LITTLE PEE DEE STATE PARK — Little Pee Dee 
nearly began the summer without a lake and swimming area! 
One week prior to June 1, eleven inches of rain fell in one 
afternoon, destroying our beach and nearly washing out the 
dam on the park lake. Three days were spent sandbagging 
and hauling dirt in a successful effort to save the dam, replace 
the sand and repair the beach area. This was barely 
completed by May 31st! 

Despite a slow start, due to cold weather early in the year, 
park attendance has picked up considerably. Continued hot 
and fair weather has brought extremely large crowds, with 
park use in all areas now well ahead of last year. 

As crowds increase, unfortunately so do the number of 
visitors determined to make life difficult for park personnel 
and their fellow visitors alike. Abuse of employees, lack of 
respect for park property and regulations, and disregard for 
the rights of others have all increased tremendously this 
summer. Much credit and many thanks must go to all my 
employees who have managed to "stick it out and keep 
smiling" in spite of it all. 

KURT BECHT 
Superintendent 

LYNCHES RIVER STATE PARK — Summer at 
Lynches River has been a good one for all of us. In spite of 
soaring temperatures we still managed to keep in the spirit of 
things with the crowds of picnickers. We thought the 
ridiculous heat would cause our park use to drop but even 
with the scorching humidity things still looked good. 
Weekends were especially busy, and latecomers on Saturday 
or Sunday did not find tables. We really needed more picnic 
facilities. I saw many days go by this summer with people 
driving in and leaving because they could not find a place to 
park or a place to eat their lunches or dinners. The fourth of 
July was "standing room only!" 

Our park has really experienced a variety of uses. The 
Florence County Girls Scouts' Brownie Troops used the park 
facilities for a full week of day camp. I personally enjoyed 
this because I took each troop on a hike around the trails and 
pointed out things of natural interest, such as types of 
wildflowers, poison ivy and poison oak, owl's nests and other 
things I had located that would be of interest to them. 

Church groups of almost every denomination have used our 
picnic areas and our playground. 

Fishing has also been very popular. Some fishermen 
would even come down the river in their boats and stop to 
use the picnic area to cook and eat some of their fish. Others 
took time out to use our concession stand for cold drinks, 
snacks and other supplies before going back to their fishing. 

Several Softball teams are using our field for practice and 
one of the local churches used it for their home field. I have 
been helping them out by getting the field ready and keeping 
their equipment on hand during my sparetime. 

The community building continues to do a booming 
business. The bookings have been continuous and will be the 
same through October. Family reunions and birthday 
dinners, class reunions, etc., are still the most popular uses. 

Our Superintendent Ed Nesbit and his wife Judy enjoyed 
having their niece, Sandy, with them for two weeks in July. 
While she was here, she enjoyed a birthday party in her 
honor. We also enjoyed a venison barbecue in their backyard 
on the 30th of July. Even Judy admitted that my venison was 
quite tasty, although she blamed it all on the delicious sauce, 
also homemade! We are looking forward to more of the 
same, come hunting season this fall. 

Looking forward to the fall season, we sign off healthy, 
happy, and HOT! 

RODGER D. VISSAGE 
Ranger 

POINSETT STATE PARK — Well, folks, it has 
certainly been a "long, hot summer" this year. A combination 
of many different things has made it that way. As they say, it 
only takes a few "bad" apples to spoil the whole bunch." We 
have certainly had our share of "bad apples" this summer. 
Profanity and drinking of alcoholic beverages have been the 
main cause. On a couple of occasions things were so bad that 
I had to call the county sheriff. All of our trouble has 
stemmed from the fact that the pubic is unwilling to obey 
rules that were set up for their protection! 

I certainly want to thank my rangers and A-2 help for the 
great job they have done this summer. They have taken a lot 
of abuse from the public and still stuck with me. 

The fourth of July was a big one this year! We had over 
900 swimmers and 5,000 visitors. Luckily, we had the services 
of the local sheriff that day, so things ran smoothly. 

Well, I'm sure everyone saw James Washington and me 
make our "television debut" on Sumter ETV. But in case you 
missed it, James and I were interviewed the first of July for a 
3 minute time slot on local ETV. It was mainly to find out 
what our park has to offer the public. It was fun doing it. 

Camping has been off this summer. We had good usage in 
the camping area until the summer season started, then it just 
slacked off. I guess folks headed for the beach and mountains 
instead of the Midlands. 

Mrs. Susy Reynolds and Guy Morocco, lifeguard, gave 
beginners' swimming lessons for two weeks this summer. Guy 
also gave lifesaving lessons for two weeks. Many thanks to 
these folks for giving their time to help others. 
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Since the last "Park Lites" there have been some changes 
in our park family. On June 29, Ranger Keith and Debbie 
Windham became the proud parents of a baby boy, Harold 
Keith Windham, III (Trey). Trey is doing fine and growing 
fast. Our congratulations go out to Keith and Debbie. 

I also want to congratulate Roy Atkinson on his 
promotion to Superintendent at Woods Bay State Park. We 
hated to see Roy and Wendy go, but we know that he will do 
a fine job. 

I guess that's all the news I have for now. I'm looking 
forward to the first frost, and hope the winter isn't as bad as 
'76! 

JAMES TAYLOR 
Superintendent 

REDCLIFFE STATE PARK — My ranger and I have 
really been busy this summer! We've had some help though, 
thank goodness! We had some construction men from the 
park and some CETA program workers. 

We put a new "widows walk" on the roof of Redcliffe and 
we're also putting a new floor in the visitor's bathroom. 

Since it finally decided to rain my ranger and I have been 
exceptionally busy cutting grass. 

We have really had a great summer as far as visitors come 
and go! Were getting more and more, too! People are really 
interested in Redcliffe. 

We hope to get a lot accomplished this winter at Redcliffe 
State Park. It seems as though we've always done a lot, but 
there's always so much more to do. 

GENE COBB 
Superintendent 

SANTEE STATE PARK — By the time this issue of 
Park Lites is published, the summer season will be over and 
the autumn season upon us. The past few months in Santee-
Cooper country have been hot, dry and full of excitement. 
The park itself has seen a change in superintendents and also 
a busy and productive season. 

I'm sure that the hot and dry weather was present over 
much of the state for the months of June and July, and 
Santee was not an exception. Although the drought was a 
disaster for the farmers, nothing pleases the park visitor more 
than sunny and dry days. The "good" weather can also be 
partially responsible for the increased revenues at Santee 
State Park. The campgrounds, rondettes, and day use areas 
have all been used constantly. 

The fishing on the lakes has been quite good this past 
summer. At this writing, the bream are still on their beds and 
the crappie are hitting despite the hot weather. The rondette 
visitors and the campground guests always seem to enjoy 
their stay at the park much better when the fish are biting. 

The staff here at Santee State Parks would like to 
congratulate Larry Duncan on his promotion to District I 
Superintendent. We had mixed emotions on Larry leaving. 

Fall 1977 

"I reckon grandpa and I showed 'em, didn't we?" The Big 
Daddy Fishing Tournament, held August 20 at Santee State 
Park was a big attraction. Forty-nine teams participated in the 
event. (Photo: The Holly Hill Observer) 

Although we were glad to see him move up, Larry's banjo 
playing, corny jokes and pleasant attitude will be missed 
greatly. Larry's replacement, Ted Williams (formerly of 
Chester State Park), is fitting right into the happenings at 
Santee. We hope that Ted, his wife Debbie, and their 
daughter Stacey find Santee to their liking. 

We also have a new PMA, Mike Mathis, who comes to us 
from Hickory Knob. We now have three Mikes who work 
here on the park, so if you call us, be sure to specify which 
one you want! Anyway, welcome to Santee, Ted and Mike; 
we're glad to have you! 

MIKE DAVIDSON 
Assistant Superintendent-Operations 

WOODS BAY STATE PARK — By the time this issue 
comes out, Wendy and I will be settled down here at Woods 
Bay. I think that the both of us will like it here at Woods Bay 
very much. We're still meeting the local people and hope to 
get to know all of them. 

I would like to thank Ed Nesbit, Superintendent from 
Lynches River, for all the help he has given us in moving in 
and in getting to know the park. As soon as we get settled in, 
I hope to be seeing some of you at Woods Bay. 

ROY ATKINSON 
Superintendent 
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What's Happening at the End of the New Road at Croft? 
On December 15, 1976, PRT signed a contract with 

A. R. Wood Construction Company, Inc. from 
Greenwood, S. C. to construct the only Olympic size 
swimming pool in our system at Croft State Park near 
Spartanburg. Also included will be a bathhouse, 
wading pool and sewage treatment plant. Work was to 
commence on January 3, 1977, but due to the severe 
weather we had .this past winter, the contractor was 
unable to start work until February 7th. 

The pool is T shaped (50 meters), 164'-3" long by 
75'-2" wide and it ranges in depth from 3'-6" to 13'-6". 
Volume of the pool is 445,460 gallons with a recircula
tion rate of 928.5 gallons per minute. A pool of this size 
has to have the most modern filtering and recirculating 
systems available, therefore we decided to use a 
continuous perimeter scum gutter system. With a 
swimmer capacity of 702 persons, we'll be able to 
accommodate 1,400-1,500 people daily. The pool will 
have three diving boards, one three meters high and 
the others one meter. Other equipment available at the 
pool will be racing equipment such as cantilever 
starting platforms and wave quelling racing lines, along 
with many other accessories. 

The bathhouse is a concrete masonry unit 

structure that will have a stucco finish on the exterior. 
Along with the men's and women's showering and 
dressing areas, there will be a pool office, first aid room 
and large concession area. The concession area will 
house such equipment as ice cream and popcorn 
machines, slush freezer, ice and drink dispensers, 
coffee maker, sandwich bar and deep fat fryer. As you 
can see, we'll be able to serve all kinds of goodies! 

And last, but not least, we'll have a wastewater 
treatment plant with a capacity of treating 15,000 
gallons per day. 

At this time the PRT construction crew is 
completing a 6" water line to the pool site and working 
on some parking areas for the pool. 

The contractor, due to bad weather and shipment 
delays, will complete the complex by November 15, 
1977, so by next June the pool will be in full operation. 
We hope that we will be able to hold some state and 
collegiate meets at this pool. If you are in the upper 
part of the state next summer, stop in and visit your 
new Olympic swimming pool. 

WILLIAM C. LUCAS 
Chief of Construction 

The Olympic-sized swimming pool 
and bathhouse under construction at 
Croft State Park. 
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District III 
Congratulations to the following District III personnel on 

their recent promotions; Stanley Looper, Ranger I at 
Pleasant Ridge to P.M.A. at Myrtle Beach; Dave Blackwell, 
Ranger I to Ranger II at Paris Mountain. From District I to 
District III, welcome to Monty Morrow and his family at 
Keowee-Toxaway. Donald Ferguson from Six Mile is a new 
Ranger I at Paris Mountain and Richard Isaacs from 
Spartanburg has just signed on at Croft as Ranger I. We 
extend our best wishes to these new employees. 

The new pool and bathhouse complex at Croft is coming 
along nicely. Several winter work projects have been 
approved by the Central Office and work on some of these 
projects has now been completed. 

All District III park personnel have been busy during the 
long hot summer now coming to a close, with attendance and 
revenue figures up this year over last year. 

ROBERT G. JONES 
District III, Superintendent 

CROFT STATE PARK — Busy is the word describing 
Croft State Park this season. We have the fall to look 
forward to with plenty of horse shows, another model 
airplane show in September, and lots of good fishing, before 
putting the cover on for the winter. 

Welcome to Richard Isaac and wife, Lynn to the S. C. 
park family. Richard replaces Mike Clark and wife, Jackie 
who was promoted and transferred to Hickory Knob. We will 
surely miss Mike but I have a good feeling he will do well in 
the park system. 

Construction on the pool is really in high gear and lots of 
other exciting things are in the frying pan for Croft. We only 
hope the swimming pool will be well received and that the 
growth will continue for the people of Spartanburg and 
throughout the state. 

The S. C. State Championship Air Show was held on the 
Croft field on August 13-14, 1977 and the local Sky Knight 
Club had three 1st place trophies and one 3rd place trophy. 
This is a dedicated group of people enjoying a sport the 
whole family can participate in. 

An interpretive nature trail has been planned and is to be 
constructed in cooperation with the S. C. School for the Deaf 
and the Blind at Cedar Spring. This will include the multi-
handicapped as the new state facility is nearing completion 
for the. fall classes to begin. If I have a "pet project" then I 
think this will be it, not only because we have a seventeen 
year old son, Stanley, who is deaf and will graduate next 
spring but also for all the handicapped people who will be 
able to enjoy nature to the fullest. The projected plan is so 
designed that the blind will be able to hear the sounds found 
in the wilderness as well as be able to employ the sense of 
touch for different objects and the braille signs. The deaf will 
be allowed to stroll through the woods without the fear of 
not being able to hear the danger of oncoming cars and other 
vehicles that might otherwise endanger those with impaired 
hearing. Those with physically handicapping conditions will 
be wheeled along the trail for enjoyment of the outdoors. I 
can hardly wait for this project to begin. We take so much for 
granted and seldom think of what we would feel if we walked 
only one day in their shoes. When we give a helping hand, the 
music played on our heart's strings is beautiful and 
comforting. We truly care about others and we are happy 
that you do too! 

I hope everyone has had a good season and I look 
forward to seeing you at Hickory Knob in November. 

RAY E. HAYES 
Superintendent 

KEOWEE-TOXAWAY STATE PARK — Another 
summer has almost ended. The hustle and bustle of park life 
has begun to slow down, and along with the change of pace 
has come a change in personnel. 

Harold Lynch, Ranger II, has accepted a position with 
our maintenance crew, and will be working with Lloyd King. 
Harold has been here at Keowee almost from the start — 
three years. He has helped to build the park out of the 
wilderness that once was here. We are sad to see Harold leave 
but wish him the best as he begins his new job. 

Unfortunately, we are also losing the services of Rita 
Chapman. Rita is our receptionist in the Interpretive Center. 
She has done an excellent job of meeting people and keeping 
the Interpretive Center clean and beautiful for the many 
thousands of visitors we have. 

It has been an honor to work with these two fine people. I 
wish them both success and happiness in their new jobs. 

JOHN RHODES 
Superintendent 
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OCONEE STATE PARK — Things have gone very well 
this summer at Oconee. The summer staff has been one of the 
best and we give much credit to them for our good summer. 
Our crowds are still very heavy, especially on the weekends 
and will continue until Labor Day. 

We must also give credit to our full-time workers. Many 
times they have had to put in long hours due to emergencies, 
but their efforts are greatly appreciated. Sincere thanks go 
out to Rangers Bynum, Honea, Ridley and Blakely. 

Again we were fortunate to have four interns from 
Clemson University working two weeks each. Their schedule 
came at a time when we could really use them, and I hope 
this program will be carried out next year. 

BOB COTHRAN 
Superintendent 

PARIS MOUNTAIN STATE PARK — If you are like 
us here at Paris Mountain, you're probably wondering where 
the summer has gone. The shelters are reserved on the 
weekends until the latter part of October; and if the weather 
holds, we will still have our share of picnickers. 

We have had an unusually dry summer. With our woods 
so dry and tender, we are keeping our fingers crossed in 
hopes that we will not be the victim of a forest fire. Please 
bear in mind that some of our terrain in the park is as 
rugged as you will find anywhere — perish the thought! 

Among all of our other work, we have taken the time to 
clean out our ditch banks along the main road and down into 
Camp Buckhorn before the fall and winter rains. 

The cooler days and nights of autumn attract many visitors 
to South Carolina state parks located in the foothills of the 
Blue Ridge Mountains. Three vacation cabins are located at 
Pleasant Ridge (below), fourteen at Table Rock and nineteen 
at Oconee. 

We are planning to get back into Camp Buckhorn the 
first two weeks of September and bury the electrical cables 
and install the circuit breakers so we can hook up the heaters 
in the cabins. With these tasks accomplished and some minor 
carpentry work. Camp Buckhorn will be completed. 

Camp Spearhead, the mentally retarded children's day 
camp, ended August 12. We salute them with having another 
successful year with us! 

Again this year, we have welcomed back the Atlanta 
Falcons. 

We here at Paris Mountain hope you have had a pleasant 
summer and will have a prosperous fall. 

DAVE BLACKWELL 
Ranger 

PLEASANT RIDGE STATE PARK — We have had a 
busy summer so far at Pleasant Ridge. The hot weather has 
drawn people to the park for swimming and camping, but the 
grass and park personnel have suffered. 

The YMCA day campers from Greenville have seemed to 
enjoy the park this summer. They will be leaving us after the 
first week of August and will not return until next June. 

Our cabins have been rented all summer, drawing people 
from all over the state, plus many from out-of-state. Many 
visitors have commented that South Carolina parks are 
among some of the best they have ever seen. 

We are looking forward to the fall and the color it will 
bring. We hope everyone has had a good summer as we have. 
See ya'll soon. 

STANLEY LOOPER 
Ranger 
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State park swimming areas such as this one at Pleasant 
Ridge attracted some 939,000 swimmers during the summer 
season. 

Governor James B. Edwards talks with women of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution at Rose Hill State 
Park. The local D.A.R. chapter held a reception at the park 
and gave the governor a tour of the Gist mansion this 
summer. (Photo: Union Daily Times) 

ROSE HILL STATE PARK — In spite of the heat of 
summer, the activities at Rose Hill have not slowed down, 
but have increased. A glance at the activity calendar reveals 
that every day seems to be filled, and the action never seems 
to slow down. It starts when the gates open and goes until 
dark. Park users are reluctant to leave when the sun goes 
down, and they have been requesting more night time 
festivities. 

Visitors from all walks of life have been with us this 
summer. We have been visited by people from as far away as 
Australia and Germany, and were honored with a special visit 
by Governor James B. Edwards. The Governor was 
impressed with the beauty of the park and thanked the lovely 
hostesses of the DAR for the part they took in preparing for 
his visit. 

My ranger commented that Governor Edwards was one 
of the finest men he had ever met, and I'm inclined to agree. 
We are all fortunate to have such a man working for us in 
South Carolina. 

We were also visited recently by Parks Director Ray Sisk 
and Engineering and Planning Coordinator Pearce Thomson, 
and we were really glad to see them. In fact I'm always glad 
to show off Rose Hill to anyone from the home office, and 
anyone else that pays me a visit. 

Look us up here at Rose Hill if any of you are ever in this 
area, and I will give you a personal guided tour. 

FRED H. BELK 
Superintendent 

Fall 1977 Page 25 



Fall foliage this year may be a bit less brilliant than usual 
because of the extremely dry summer, but thousands will visit 
the foothills to experience it first-hand. "Fall Color Walks" will 
be led by seasoned naturalists at Table Rock and Oconee on 
October 15 and at Keowee-Toxaway on October 16. 

SADLERS CREEK STATE PARK — Well the summer 
season has come and just about gone and so too has my 
experience with South Carolina state parks. I must say that 
this summer has been as enjoyable and rewarding as any I 
can remember. 

After a busy July 4th, business has fallen off somewhat 
here at Sadlers Creek. The weather has been quite harsh this 
past month. As I understand it, this is the first summer we've 
had campers come in and set up for an hour and then turn 
around and leave because of the heat. The entire Anderson 
county has been declared a drought disaster area and the last 
good rain we had in the park was accompanied by a tornado 
in early July. 

Camp Experience, the summer day camp for mentally 
retarded children, is back with us this year. The entire camp 
staff should be commended for the fine job they are doing 
with the children. 

I'd like to thank superintendent Frank Baughman along 
with rangers Herb Jones and Bill Crawford for their guidance 
and aid throughout the summer. They have made the past 
months most educational and enjoyable. I'll be going back to 
N. C. State University with a very enthusiastic report on 
South Carolina state parks and with hopeful anticipation of 
possibly returning again someday soon. 

JOHN TSANTES 
Park Recreator 

TABLE ROCK STATE PARK — Table Rock has really 
been booming this summer. All of June and July was just like 
the Fourth of July. On July 4th, everyone and their brothers 
were here! We had 1,050 swimmers and approximately 12,000 
people to use the park that day. All beach front activities 
were enjoyed by all. It sure was different from July 4th of 
1976, when we were rained out! 

June 24-26 were the dates of the Table Rock Rendezvous 
BMW rally sponsored by the BMW Owners of South 
Carolina. As usual, we really enjoyed their stay. There were 
approximately 400 people with 300 bikes attending the rally. 

On July 2nd, the 3rd annual "Miss Table Rock" Pageant 
was held in the campground recreation building. There were 
8 "beauties" entered in the contest. Each modeled their 
evening wear (?) and performed some type of talent. The 
winner was "Cookie" (Randal) Crosby from Walhalla. Little 
"Miss Table Rock" was "Edwina" (Edward) Van Winkle (age 
3) from Atlanta, Ga. If you haven't guessed by now, it was an 
all male beauty contest, and was enjoyed by the 200 persons 
that attended the event. 

It has been a short summer, but everyone is ready to get 
back to normal. The list for the winter work program is a 
long one. Hopefully we'll get it all done by next summer 
season. All my appreciation goes to my staff and A-2 
personnel. They were the best group ever! 

MIKE HENDRIX 
Superintendent 
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BAKER CREEK STATE PARK — Home Sweet 
Home . . . ! 

Truer words cannot be spoken than by those arriving and 
leaving Baker Creek. Dwight Smith, his wife Thelma and 
their children Tierney and Sigrid, have returned to their 
hometown of McCormick. Dwight, joining us as Ranger II 
replacing Chevis Wald, came from the low country (Rivers 
Bridge State Park). 

On the departing side. Superintendent Wayne Timms is 
leaving his second home (Wayne has been at Baker Creek for 
seven years) to return closer to his first home (Clover). 
Wayne is taking over as Superintendent II at Chester State 
Park. The entire county will truly miss Wayne, Pat, Brian 
and Patrick. We at Baker Creek wish you much success at 
your new park, and say congratulations to Chester State 
Park on getting such a fine Superintendent. 

The hot weather has really turned everyone out to enjoy 
our beautiful park. Our picnickers are occupying every 
available table and patch of ground. This 4th of July was one 
of our busiest, with the campground full to capacity. We have 
had several companies out of Georgia and South Carolina 
having their group outings at the park. 

In closing we would like to say hello to Joel Copeland 
and his family. Joel is joining us as our new Super
intendent. 

P.S. We need a solution for the hornet and wasp 
situation, as we are now averaging twenty to every trash can! 

DWIGHT SMITH 
Ranger II 

A recent addition at Andrew Jackson is this "1776-1976 
School," a reconstructed one-room school sponsored by 
Lancaster County Retired Educators, state and (Lancaster) 
county Bicentennial organizations and the county Parks & 
Recreation Department. 

Another summer season is rapidly coming to a close and 
it looks as though it will go down in the record books as the 
best to date. Parks in District IV have shown an increase of 
25% in revenue (approximately $70,000). Credit for this 
accomplishment certainly goes to the staff of each park. 

Carolina Crawfish (Bobby Altman) and Don Barkley 
have been busy this summer as their rolling vans have been 
doing a number in this district! Ted Williams of Chester was 
promoted to Superintendent of Santee. Wayne Timms of 
Baker Creek accepted the duties of Superintendent at Chester 
while Mac Copeland packed his bags to leave Myrtle Beach 
and head to Baker Creek to become the Superintendent. 
Dwight Smith from Rivers Bridge transferred to Baker Creek 
as Ranger II and Mike Clark from Croft to Hickory Knob 
also to become Ranger II. Congratulations to these 
individuals and best wishes for continued success. 

FREDDIE PARKMAN 
District IV Superintendent 

ANDREW JACKSON STATE PARK — This unusual 
hot summer, especially July, has slowed attendance at 
Andrew Jackson. It seems that most everyone was looking 
for a place to go swimming in an effort to escape the heat. 
The family groups, class reunions, and families continue to 
fill the park on weekends, but because of the hot weather 
have not been staying as long as in the past. Fishing in the 
park lake has been very good the past four months with 
several bass in the seven pound class being taken. We have 
had three weddings on the park and shelter reservations have 
been made for two more weddings later in the year. Accidents 
have been at a bare minimum and we are certainly thankful 
for that. We hope that everyone has had a safe and enjoyable 
summer and are making plans to take a few days of vacation 
this fall. 

LEW GRIFFIN 
Superintendent 

District IV 
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CHESTER STATE PARK — As a newcomer to Chester 
State Park (having been here only two weeks at this writing) I 
have been surprised at the bustling activity that evolves 
around this small but beautiful park. 

The newly paved road has made the park a haven for 
bicyclists, skateboarders, joggers and people just out for a 
leisurely stroll. My own two sons have really enjoyed riding 
their bikes along these winding roads. 

The picnic shelters and recreation building are getting 
heavy use from clubs, schools, and family reunions. The 
reservations are heavy up until Thanksgiving. The camping 
area is receiving moderate use this time of year. 

My transition to Chester was not as smooth as one may 
think, as 1 was greeted with ten broken water lines! Small 
holes seemed to be appearing in the plastic pipes for no 
apparent reason. One sewage line was stopped up by tree 
roots. I have thus become an expert with pick and shovel! 
These unforeseen problems have delayed the never-ending 
battle of grass mowing. 

I'd like to stop here and commend Ranger Joe LaFertie 
for working many long and tiring hours. Joe is a recent 
Clemson graduate and is getting "broken in" to park work. 
He has been doing an excellent job. 

My wife Pat has been busy painting and redecorating 
inside our residence. She makes it "home" wherever we may 
go. By being a "housewife" she receives most of the telephone 
calls and reservations AND complaints. Being a park wife is 
NOT an easy job. Pat has an idea for a book, Diary of A 
Park Wife, which should be humorous reading. 

On August 6, the Chester County 4-H Club held its Horse 
Show in the park horse arena. Another show was held on 
August 28. 

Archery is another popular sport in this locale and 
Chester State Park is the home of the Chester Bow Hunters. 
On August 7, a shoot was held. This consists of setting up 28 
targets to which each archer gets one shot. They accumulate 
points by accuracy. Trophies are awarded the archer with the 
best score. This is a fascinating and highly skilled sport. 
Another shoot was held September 4. 

The winter work program looks busy. Both residences 
need roofing and painting. Construction is to begin shortly 
on the large in-ground Bar-B-Que pit that will be used by 
large groups and for special events. 

Stop by if you are ever up this way. 

WAYNE TIMMS 
Superintendent 

DREHER ISLAND STATE PARK — Park use has 
decreased considerably since receiving notification from the 
Department of Health and Environmental Control to 
discontinue camping until the proposed facilities are 
complete. 

The boat race, sponsored by the Newberry Shrine Club 
and held on July 3, proved to be a success. According to the 
race officials, it will be an annual event here on the island. 

Although the technicalities concerning the lease agree
ment with South Carolina Electric and Gas and the Federal 
Power Commission, have been ironed out, there is still no 
construction started here on the island. 1 am sure there are 
reasons for the delay, of which I am unaware. Therefore I am 
unable to give an accurate status report concerning park 
development. 

Hopefully, in a future Park Lites report, I will be able to 
say that some sort of construction has actually begun. 

ROBERT F. PARR1SH 
Superintendent 

GREENWOOD STATE PARK — It has been a busy 
season at Greenwood. The hot, dry weather has really caused 
people to flock to the lake. As a result, attendance and 
revenue have shown good gains over last season. 

We are pleased to have Crosby "Willie" Caldwell, his wife 
Jannie, and daughter Monica join the park family at 
Greenwood. Willie filled the vacancy created by the 
retirement of Ranger Lee Campbell. Lee stops by frequently 
to teach Willie all the secrets of park work. 

The recreation programs have been very successful this 
year. We are getting a lot of participation and support from 
the campers since our program format was changed and we 
discontinued the square dances. 

As the season dwindles to a close we can look back and 
be proud of the way this season has gone at Greenwood. Due 
to a good crew of Rangers and A-2 help, this has by far been 
the best season at Greenwood since I have been here. 

My thanks to everyone! 

JOE L. HAMBRIGHT, JR. 
Superintendent 

HAMILTON BRANCH STATE PARK — We had a 
good and prosperous summer in spite of the very hot and dry 
weather. The water level has been low, therefore our fishing 
has not been up to par, but we're hoping this will soon 
change. 

The park was overflowing July 4th. We had 256 campers 
and a full house in our day use area. All of our shelters were 
rented well in advance as people all over the park enjoyed 
the traditional bar-b-que. 

I'd like to thank my rangers, Charles Sloan and Chris 
Hansen for all the assistance they've given me to help make 
this our best summer yet. 

J. W. MOORE 
Superintendent 
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HICKORY KNOB STATE RESORT PARK Our 
summer at Hickory Knob has been an interesting one. If you 
noticed all the dead grass it's because mother nature and the 
water plant didn't cooperate too well this summer. This didn't 
help the gardens either, but thanks to Ken Langley's 
Restaurant, we ate well. 

Power failures are the most fun at Hickory Knob. Guests 
come running out of motel rooms wanting a coke or 
cigarettes and can't understand why the machines won't 
work. But altogether we're more fortunate than New York, 
because we don't have elevators! 

We wish Jim Holbert much success in his new job at 
Myrtle Beach and welcome Luci Smythe, our new Lodge 
Manager. Luci comes from Columbia and has three children, 
Randy, Andy, Renae, and two grandchildren. We know that 
Luci, with her past experience, will be an asset to Hickory 
Knob. 

Mike Mathis left Hickory Knob to accept a PMA 
position at Santee State Park. We wish him well. 

We would like to welcome Mike and Jackie Clark to 
Hickory Knob. They came to us from Croft State Park and 
we hope they will be happy in our park family. 

We would also like to welcome Harold Boozer and 
family, the new Stable Manager to Hickory Knob. 

It's been so hot around here even the mice are hitting the 
pool. Where were you, Ray, when the mouse decided to take 
a dip? 

If you heard wedding bells around Hickory Knob, they 
were for Roger Ardis and Freda Kelly who were united in 
Holy Matrimony August 7. 

Attendance at Hickory Knob has been very good this 
summer with people coming from all over the United States 
and Canada. We have had a lot of rewarding experiences and 
made a lot of new friends. 

"The Customer Is Always Right"— While answering the 
door bell about the 12th time one afternoon, a customer 
asked: 

"Lady, could you tell me where the Lodge is?" 

"Yes Sir, go back to the stop sign and take a left and it's 
3 miles." 

"Lady, you certainly don't know what you are talking 
about, I have been down that road 10 miles and there is 
nothing down there." 

"Yes Sir, you are probably right, we had a bad storm last 
night, so you might want to check on the Georgia side on 
your way out." 

TED BARBIE, JR. 
Superintendent 

KINGS MOUNTAIN STATE PARK — The summer of 
1977 is nearly at an end and it has been a busy one here at 
Kings Mountain. 

One of the most exciting projects is the living farm. After 
l'A years in the research and planning stages it is finally 
becoming a reality. When it is completed it will offer people a 
chance to see how it might have been to have lived in the 
early 1800's. It will include an interpretive center, a corn crib, 
a smokehouse, and a cotton gin. There will be a ranger's 
residence and eventually crops and livestock will be added. 

Contributing to the atmosphere of the "living farm" at 
Kings Mountain are this corn crib and gin building. 

Naturalists Joe Frank Watson and John Reid Clonts 
boarding up the gables of the corn crib "before winter sets in!" 
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The recreation building (Susan Richardson, recreator) has 
offered the campers a wide variety of activities. Among them 
were horseshoe tournaments, square dancing and a star 
gazing program. 

The star gazing program was given for us by Bill Lazarus, 
Planetarian at the Columbia Planetarium. Interesting facts 
about our solar system and amusing tales as to how stars got 
their names were included. Summer constellations were also 
pointed out. 

The state and national parks worked together this 
summer rerouting the horsetrails so there would be no 
interference with the hiking trails. Thanks to some thoughtful 
planning by Phil Francis (National Park) and hard work on 
the part of the Youth Conservation Corps this project was 
completed. 

Shayne Buckley (waterfront director) held an advanced 
lifesaving course for anyone interested in becoming a 
qualified lifeguard. 

Workers at the carpet golf, trading post and the lifeguards 
have certainly had their hands full this summer with 14,000 
more visitors this year than in the previous year. 

Improvements in Cherokee and York helped the group 
campers have a more enjoyable stay at Kings Mountain. 

Due to a lot of hard working people, the nursery is 
growing and will be able to provide plants for all the state 
parks. 

The Nature Museum has offered the campers and 
picnickers a chance to see some of the area's wildlife. Snakes 
have been the favorite exhibit, with fish and turtles running a 
close second. 

Throughout the summer I have heard many compliments 
about not only Kings Mountain State Park but of South 
Carolina state parks as a whole. A family from Nebraska 
stated that of all the states they had camped in, South 
Carolina was the best, its facilities the cleanest and its staff 
the friendliest. 

It has been a hot and busy summer here at Kings 
Mountain State Park. However, it has been very rewarding 
for me, the park and for all the campers and picnickers. 

LEE JORDAN 
Superintendent 

Assistant Superintendent Lew 
Catoe gets a bit of "illegal as
sistance" from a 20th century tractor 
as he does some clearing at the 19th 
century "living farm!" 

Programs personnel staged a 
three-day "party" at the farm in 
August and, among other things, 
built about l'/2 miles of split-rail 
fence! 
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SESQUICENTENNIAL STATE PARK Today is a 
beautiful summer day at Sesqui. There is a nice crowd of 
swimmers and sunbathers in the beach area and all picnic 
shelters and most tables are occupied. I like this kind of day, 
when all nature and people are in tune and at peace with each 
other. 

Senator and Mrs. Strom Thurmond chat with entertainer 
James Brown prior to a performance Labor Day at Sesqui's 
Amphitheater. 

James Brown and the "J.B.'s" entertain the crowd at 
Sesqui. Intermittent showers failed to dampen the spirits of 
the performers or the audience. 

In early May and June I thought we were in for a rough 
summer. Vandalism, alcohol and physical violence had to be 
dealt with daily. A woman shot a man in our parking lot, one 
man indecently exposed himself and tried to entice some 
children into the woods, and someone took two fishing boats 
from our shop area where they were under repair. We 
recovered one and I hope the other sinks with the thief on 
board. We seem to have the situation under control now, 
since our security guards started working and our vacant 
Ranger position has been filled. 

We welcome Mr. Raymond Canada to our park family in 
the long vacant Ranger position. He first worked with us as a 
Security guard on weekends and decided he liked working in 
parks. Freddie Parkman and Leonard Jones relocated our 
Old Nature Center and converted it into an efficiency 
apartment and Ray has just moved in. He plans to complete 
the interior decoration by taking a bride on November 
eleventh. Congratulations Ray and welcome to PRT! 

Congratulations are also in order for Ranger Rod Corley 
and his recent promotion. Very well deserved Rod; thank you 
for your dedicated efforts and continued support. Rod, 
Debbie and "Missy" have certainly been good for our park. 

Rod, Gus Krajcik and my wife had birthdays in July. Gus 
and Rod celebrated while Ila ignored hers as usual! Says she 
isn't getting older, just getting better. I can vouch for that! 

Recent activities in Sesqui included a two-day fly fishing 
workshop and orienteering session conducted by Recreators 
Harrison and Turpin. The Richland County summer band 
gave a concert in the picnic area and the local Audubon 
Society had a picnic and put on a film and slide show in our 
campground. 

Mr. John Madcharo, our Resident Artist, arranged two 
concerts and an art festival at his Studio and Gallery, in and 
around our Log Cabin. He has done wonders with the 
interior. He paints a picture better than I can take with a 
Polaroid camera. By the time you read this, he will have been 
to Washington, D. C. for an appointment with Hamilton 
Jourdon (the presidential assistant). They are interested in 
acquiring some of his creations. Now that we have a contact in 
the "Big House", just let me know when you have any 
problems that can't be solved at the local level! John said he 
would tell "Jimmy" that I wanted two bags roasted and one 
boiled! 

Our amphitheatre is scheduled for use again. Mr. James 
Brown (Soul Brother No. 1), presented shows each afternoon 
on the fourth and fifth of September. Each show included 
two other groups including blue grass and country music. 
There also was an Arts and Crafts Festival in the Log House 
area on September 3-5. 

One of our winter work projects is well under way. A 
large portion of the amphitheatre has been painted and we 
hope to complete it by the end of next week. 

Thus far, revenue and attendance are above last year's 
figures for the same time period. I hope it has been a good 
year for PRT and all of you who make it tick. Please stop in 
and visit us anytime you are in the vicinity of the Head Shed 
or Service and Supply Center. 

JIM MEADORS 
Superintendent 
"The Sesqui Scribe" 
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New Employees 
Thomas Ballard Ranger I Huntington Beach 
Alan L. Barwick Tradesworker Hickory Knob 
Jeffrey R. Bennett Ranger 1 Redcliffe 
Charles M. Bradham Groundskeeper Eutaw Springs 
Willie C. Caldwell Ranger 1 Greenwood 
Raymond L. Canada Ranger I Sesqui 
Thomas J. Coffey Ranger I Rivers Bridge 
Ricky Davis Ranger I Kings Mountain 
Stanley F. Federer Canteen Operator I Santee 
Donald G. Ferguson Ranger I Paris Mountain 
Harry Gilmore Ranger Trainee (CETA) Kings Mountain 
Christopher J. Hightower Ranger I Kings Mountain 
Richard L. Isaac Ranger 1 Croft 
Joseph P. Laferte, Jr. Ranger I Chester 
James E. Lee Groundskeeper Oconee Station 
Michael S. Peay Ranger I Old Dorchester 
Joseph Paul Ross, Jr. Carpenter Service & Supply 
Luci K. Smythe Manager, Lodging Facility Hickory Knob 

Promotions and Transfers 
Name From To 

Leroy Atkinson Ranger II, Poinsett Superintendent I, Woods Bay 
David Blackwell Ranger I, Paris Mountain Ranger II, Paris Mountain 
Michael Clark Ranger I, Croft Ranger II, Hickory Knob 
George Corley Ranger I, Sesqui Ranger II, Sesqui 
Larry W. Duncan Superintendent V, Santee District I, Superintendent 
Edward C. Inabinet Ranger II, Cheraw Ranger II, Poinsett 
Stanley L. Looper Ranger I, Pleasant Ridge PMA, Myrtle Beach 
Harold Lynch Ranger II, Keowee Trades Helper, Field Maintenance 
Michael Mathis Ranger II, Hickory Knob PMA, Santee 
Bailey Morrow Ranger I, Old Dorchester Ranger II, Keowee 
Dwight A. Smith Ranger I, Rivers Bridge Ranger II, Baker Creek 
William K. Smith PMA, Myrtle Beach Assistant Superintendent, Myrtle Beach 
Wayne Timms Superintendent II, Baker Creek Superintendent II, Chester 
T. T. Williams Superintendent II, Chester Superintendent V, Santee 

Resignations 
Bobby Bissinnar Ranger I, Charles Towne Landing 
Rita G. Chapman Receptionist, Keowee 
Gayle T. Felkel Rondette Clerk, Santee 
Joe George Tradesworker, Hickory Knob 
Bernice D. Hall Groundskeeper II, Colleton 
Margaret Harbeson Clerk II, Santee 
George Hargrove Superintendent I, Woods Bay 
Henry Holt Canteen Operator I, Santee 
Michael A. Lovelace Ranger II, Paris Mountain 
Lawrence W. McPherson Ranger III, Paris Mountain 
Van Waldrop Groundskeeper I, Eutaw Springs 

Retirement 
Lee Chappells Ranger I, Greenwood 

Page 32 Park Lites 



Bullfrog and Cricket Symphony of Irmo . . 

Just One Of Those Typical Monday Nights 
Yes, it was a normal, run-of-the-mill Monday 

evening at the Sawyer household. Daughters Julie and 
Laurie had retired to their bedrooms to study for 
Tuesday exams. Supper dishes were sloshing around 
in the dishwasher, I was propped up on the bed 
watching Monday Night Baseball and Lynn was getting 
ready to leave for night duty with Ma Bell. 

The next thing 1 knew, 1 woke up to the final 
chords of the "Star Spangled Banner" as the television 
station signed off for the evening. Even though it was 
two o'clock in the morning, I felt like staying up for a 
while, so I threw a load of dirty clothes in the washer 
and perked a fresh pot of coffee. I had dishes put away 
and the kitchen squared away by the time the coffee 
pot gurgled its last gasp to signal that the brew was 
ready. 

With a cup of coffee in hand, I unlocked the front 
door and sat down on the front steps to enjoy the 
clear, quiet evening. The sky was brilliantly illuminated 
by a full moon and a heaven full of glimmering stars. 
However, my view of the hardwoods and pond across 
the street was complemented by an ear-shattering 
symphony of bullfrogs and crickets. I imagined that a 
symphony orchestra was presenting a concert, and I 
may very well have been the only person in the 
audience that night as the Bullfrogs and Cricket 
Symphony of Irmo performed for me. 

Then the thought struck me! Many people . . . 
perhaps thousands . . . have never been entertained by 
such an elite group of "musicians!" Further, many 
people live where such orchestras do not perform, or 
perform under tremendous handicaps. Three o'clock 
in the morning does not guarantee the peace and 
solitude that I found on my front steps. In fact, this 
early morning hour may well provide an assortment of 
ear-shattering sounds in many parts of this country. 

Our state parks in South Carolina have just 
concluded another busy summer season. Although the 
vast majority of visitors were well-behaved, a smaller 
group did cause a variety of problems that were 
mentioned by several superintendents in their park re
ports. One conclusion that I have reached is that many 
of our problems arise when we are crowded together. 
Space, or the lack of it, seems to be a significant factor 
in determining how well we get along with each other. 

There are many places right here in South Carolina 
that can provide that "bit of breathing space" that so 
many of us are seeking. Many campers prefer to delay 
their visits to state parks until the fall and spring 
months when there are fewer people at these 
locations. An increasing number of people are seeking 

"get away from it all" weekends and vacations as 
opposed to "get away to it all" experiences. The 
growing attendance at some of our state parks in the 
former category seems to support this theory. 

If you have not been attending any early-morning 
concerts, consider setting your alarm clock for 3 a.m. 
one morning! You just might enjoy the performance, 
and you surely cannot complain about the price of 
admission! Better yet, let me reserve a ticket for next 
Monday's concert by the Bullfrog and Cricket 
Symphony of Irmo! They have been practicing several 
new compositions, and I am sure that you will enjoy 
them. 

May I reserve a seat for you on our front porch? 

DANA L. SAWYER 
Editor 
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