
WHAT IS CHRISTMAS? 

It is tenderness for the past, courage for the present, hope for the future. 

It is a fervent wish that every cup may overflow with blessings rich and 

tSfei 
eternal, and that every path may lead to peace 
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Edmund A. "Ned" Ramsaur, a PRT Commissioner since 
the formation of PRT in 1967, died of cancer December 18 at 
his home in Greenville. He had been on medical leave of 
absence since September. Memorial services were held 
Monday, December 20th at the Mackey Mortuary with a 
private burial service later that day in Springwood Cemetery. 

Surviving are his wife, Dorothy Ann Pearce Ramsaur, and 
two children, Etca Ann Ramsaur and Edmund A. "Ted" 
Ramsaur. 

Son of the late Claude and Dorcas Lott Ramsaur, he was 
a native of Greenville and a 1949 graduate of the University 
of Virginia. He also attended Davidson College and the 
University of South Carolina. 

Ramsaur was president of Multimedia Inc. and co-
publisher of The Greenville News-Piedmont Company. He 
was active in both professional and civic organizations and 
his career spanned all phases of journalism, beginning in 1952 
when he joined the staff of The Greenville News in 
Washington. He also worked in the paper's Columbia, 
S. C. bureau. He served as state editor of the newspaper from 
1955 to 1957 when he was named associate editor of the 
News. 

The value of the life of Ned Ramsaur may best be 
summed up in this excerpt from the Editorial appearing 
Monday, December 20 in The Greenville News: 

. . Ned Ramsaur was a very special person to the host 
of newspaper and broadcast people and others who knew 
him as a close friend. 

He was a many-faceted person: a talented newspaper
man and writer before he became an executive; an 
energetic, inspiring executive whose horizons constantly 
expanded; a professional journalist who held leadership 
posts in state, regional and national journalism organiza
tions; an enthusiastic civic leader; a thinker; a fine 
conversationalist and companion; a devotee of the great 
outdoors and of fishing. 

Because he loved Greenuille and Greenville's news
papers, he gave of himself tirelessly to their service, inspiring 
others to do likewise. Because he loved South Carolina and 
this state's great natural beauty, he gave much attention to 
his duties as member of the State Parks, Recreation and 
Tourism Commission. 

Ned Ramsaur was one who helped organize the 
successful tourism effort which has made the tourist 
industry the state's second largest. He played a large role in 
the development of a system to make widespread, wise use 
of and to conserve South Carolina's great outdoors. 
Because he loved the fields and woods and streams, he 
wanted as many others as possible, including future 
generations, to share in the bounty and beauty of the 
outdoors. 

He also enjoyed reading and thinking. He was a word 
expert. He was a fine writer. He could contemplate the 
abstracts of the universe as well as grapple with the 
concrete affairs of the world. 

Most of all he enjoyed people — working for people, 
working with people, having fun with people. His office door 
was open to all coworkers who sought his counsel. He was 
a delightful companion on any occasion, whether at a formal 
social or on a fishing trip. He always was the same, 
straightforward, witty, personable Ned. 

He could have spent all his time with family and friends 
- with travel, fishing, camping, thinking, reading, con

versing. But he was a man of action. He recognized the 
need for action, and plunged enthusiastically into the 
challenges and trials of newspaper and civic leadership. 

The record shows that he excelled, that he inspired 
others to do well, that he grew constantly in his work. He 
continued to lead and to inspire long after illness sapped his 
strength, and he maintained a deep interest in these 
newspapers and in other affairs until the very end. Truly he 
was a man for all seasons. 

We have suffered a grievous loss, because nobody can 
take Ned Ramsaur's place. 

We share the grief of his beloved family and extend to 
the members of the family our heartfelt sympathy 

To a departing friend — to Ned — we say a final word of 
thanks for many good things to cherish in memory of a 
gallant spirit." 

Ed. 



FROM 
THE 
DIRECTOR 

You may recall that my last message included some 
comments and observations about certain problems 
faced by our park personnel during the last year. 
"Lack of respect for park personnel" and "failure to 
observe rules and regulations" were two common 
problems confronting our personnel. 

Recently I attended a meeting of the Southeastern 
State Park Directors and learned that the above 
problems were not unique to our state but were 
commonplace in other states as well. These are 
problems that we will continue to deal with, but it's 
comforting to learn that we are not alone in our daily 
struggle to serve the public as they visit our state 
parks. 

At our recently-completed Superintendent's meet
ing, a questionnaire was circulated at one session 
asking for some feedback concerning your operation 
for the year. The results were interesting and I thought 
that you would be interested in a summary of the 
results. 

Of your most pleasant experiences, getting compli
ments about your work ranked number one. Helping 
people with personal problems ranked number two 
and working with organized groups rated number 
three. 

The field was wide open as far as unpleasant 
experiences go, but drunks and drinking led the list. 
The remainder of the list follows in order from most 
common to least: campsite problems, pets, rates (odd 
amounts for campsites and amount of small change 
required), crowd control and theft. 

The biggest group of people that caused you 
problems were the day-users and this group was 
composed mostly of teenagers and young people. This 
is not surprising since the greatest number of users we 
have fall in this category. Perhaps we should give some 
thought to "what we do" for this group of state park 
visitors. We provide the best campsites and the best 
organized programs for the campers. We go out of our 
way to welcome cabin users and provide them with a 
hospitable experience. 

But, what do we provide for the day user? Many 
state park visitors do not camp or rent cabins, but we 
should feel a certain responsibility to them that goes 
beyond the minimum effort of opening the gate and 
pointing the way to the nearest picnic area. Maybe we 
can come up with some suggestions aimed at helping 
the day user enjoy himself to the fullest. 

Every state park visitor should command our 
attention and best efforts as we continue to offer 
delightful places for recreation and re-creation. 

I have mentioned former state park director E. R. 
Vreeland in recent issues of PARK LITES. We talked 
with him recently, and he seemed to be in very good 
spirits. He hopes to get an artificial leg fitted before 
Christmas and plans to visit his daughter at Lake 
Charles, Florida during the holidays. He now gets 
around with a wheelchair and a walker, but doesn't get 
out much since cold weather has arrived. 

His address is Route #1, Box 155-C, Gilbert, 
S. C. 29054. I am sure that he would appreciate 
hearing from some of the older superintendents that 
served with him. 

I trust that everyone is planning visits with families 
and friends during the holiday season. All of you have 
my best wishes for a most memorable and joyous 
holiday season, and for the best of everything that life 
has to offer in 1977! 

RAY M. SISK, Director 
Division of State Parks 

Ray M. Sisk, South Carolina State Park Director, has 
been elected president of the Southeastern State Park 
Director's Association for the second time in four years. He 
uras elected at the organization's annual conference held 
recently at Lake Guntersville State Park in Alabama. He 
was also elected president of the organization in 1972. 

The SSPDA is made up of park directors from 13 
southern states — Maryland, Virginia, North and South 
Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, 
Arkansas, Tennessee, Kentucky and West Virginia. 
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Jones Gap Being Acquired 

Efforts to acquire a 2,130-acre tract known as 
Jones Gap in Upper Greenville County for use and 
preservation as a future natural area state park are 
being finalized by the South Carolina Department of 
Parks, Recreation and Tourism. 

The owners of the property, E. Ervin Dargan of 
Darlington County and members of his family, have 
offered a substantial gift of approximately $200,000 to 
apply toward the purchase of the beautiful mountain 
area site. 

The total appraised fair market value of the Jones 
Gap property is approximately $800,000. The Dargan 
gift offer along with budgeted funds available from 
federal sources and the PRT Recreation Land Trust 
Fund will make the acquisition possible without 
appropriation of any additional state funds. 

"This beautiful historic mountain site near Caesar's 
Head and Camp Greenville is rated by the Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism Commission as the highest 
priority among all properties in the state that have 
recently been considered as potential future state park 
sites and which are presently available for acquisition," 
said E. A. Ramsaur of Greenville, PRT Commissioner 
from the Fourth Congressional District. "We are most 
grateful for the generous gift from the Dargan family 
toward this proposed acquisiton." 

The South Carolina Heritage Trust has identified 
Jones Gap as one of the state's more unique natural 
areas that should be protected for the future. The site 
provides the headwaters for the Middle Saluda River, 
one of the few streams in South Carolina where trout 
still breed. Winding along this scenic mountain stream 
is a historic walking trail that once served as the 
original road from Greenville to North Carolina. 

PRT Commission Chairman Dwight A. Holder 
pointed out that the proposed Jones Gap acquisition 
will provide a significant Bicentennial year contribution 
toward meeting natural area park needs for future 
generations in South Carolina's Upcountry. 

"We are grateful for the interest that has been 
demonstrated by so many agencies, organizations and 
individuals who have recommended that Jones Gap be 
acquired as soon as possible," PRT Executive Director 
Fred Brinkman said. "We hope the acquisition can be 
completed this year and look forward to working 
closely with the South Carolina Wildlife and Marine 
Resources Department, The Nature Conservancy, the 
South Carolina Appalachian Council of Governments, 
members of the Greenville County Legislative Dele
gation and other county officials, Trout Unlimited, Inc. 
and other interested groups in developing a land use, 
management and protection plan for this significant 
natural area park site." 
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' PROFILES ' rt HARK 
^ I ERSONALITIES 

DISTRICT 1 
Mel Felder, Superintendent 

Edisto Beach 

J. W. Moore, Assistant Superintendent 
Hunting Island 

DISTRICT 2 
Bea Ross, Superintendent 

Barnwell 

Mike Davidson, Assistant Superintendent 
Santee 

DISTRICT 3 
Bob Cothran, Superintendent 

Oconee 

DISTRICT 4 
Lew Griffin, Superintendent 

Andrew Jackson 

MEL FELDER — Mel is a native of Santee, and graduated from 
nearby Elloree High School. He attended Clemson University for one 
year, then went to Orangeburg-Calhoun TEC, where he obtained an 
Associate Degree in Field Crops Technology in 1972. Mel worked at 
Santee during the summer months of 1969-71 on the A-2 payroll, 
then went to work full-time in the spring of '72 as a Ranger at 
Santee. 

The next 2/2 years at Santee earned Mel a promotion to Ranger 
2, then he transferred to Cheraw for one year as a Ranger 3. The 
year 1975 found Mel packing his bags and heading for Hunting 
Island, where he served as Assistant Superintendent for a year. His 
most recent move was last August, when he moved to Edisto Beach 
to become that coastal park's Superintendent. 

Mel is a bachelor, but visits his family in Elloree quite often when 
his day off rolls around. Fishing, plus a bit of tennis and golf are his 
hobbies. He has found each state park at which he has worked to be 
unique, and he doesn't hesitate to mention that he "really enjoys park 
work!" 

He would like to see an interpretive center added at Edisto 
Beach to display shells, fossils and sharks' teeth. The cabins at 
Edisto have been renting pretty good, many to fishermen that enjoy 
inlet and salt water fishing. Camping has also been doing well, with 
the 75 sites occupied most of the summer and 50-60 in use during 
weekends in the off-season. 

Mel hopes to visit state parks in other states in order to compare 
them with ours, but he is perfectly happy right here in South 
Carolina! 
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J. W. MOORE — "J. W." hails from the Aiken area, where he 
attended local schools and graduated from Wagener High School. 
He worked at Owens-Corning Fiberglas' Aiken plant for nine years, 
then spent a year making newsprint at Cox Newsprint Company in 
Augusta. 

He and his wife Edith are avid campers. They have two girls, 
Sybil 11 and Sandi 8. They used to camp frequently at Hunting 
Island in their 15' Shasta trailer, and J. W. discussed the merits of 
park work on several occasions. A vacancy at Hunting Island gave 
him the opportunity to get into the state park family, and he began in 
May 1973 as a Ranger 1. After a year, he was transferred to 
Huntington Beach as a Ranger 2 and while at that park he was 
promoted to Ranger 3. 

J. W. returned to Hunting Island in August 1976 when Mel Felder 
left to become Superintendent at Edisto Beach. "Mrs. J. W." works 
as a Teacher's Aide at the St. Helena Elementary School. J. W.'s 
spare time is occupied with golf, fishing and hunting; his Dad has a 
place on Lake Murray that is a favorite off-duty spot for the Moores, 
where they enjoy swimming and fishing. They haven't done much 
traveling out of South Carolina, but have visited about 15 state parks 
with their camper. They have located a mobile home on some land 
that they own near Aiken in order to have a place to stay when they 
go home to visit relatives. 

J. W. would like to see laundry equipment added at Hunting 
Island, and a tackle shop located in the lagoon area. The new trading 
post has done very well this season, the cabins have stayed full and 
camping is still averaging some 60-75 sites on the weekends. 

BEA ROSS — "Miss Bea," our one and only woman 
Superintendent, hails from Ocala, Florida. "I married very young, 
and my husband put me through school," she said. Her husband, 
who passed away in 1954, was D. I. "Bunk" Ross from Barnwell 
County. Bunk owned a farm near Barnwell and was Superintendent 
at Barnwell State Park at the time of his death. Bea became 
Superintendent, a position she has held since that time. Through the 
years she has completed a number of correspondence courses in 
addition to courses in business, typing, bookkeeping and speed-
reading at the University of South Carolina's Aiken Branch. "Buddy 
Batten got me interested in taking electrical correspondence 
courses," she said. One project didn't work out too well. . . she built 
a voltmeter backwards, but rebuilt it and it is still being used at the 
park! 

Her son, D. I. Ross, Jr. is actively engaged in state politics. "Miss 
Bea" enjoys square dancing and joins regularly with some of the 
square dance clubs that use the park's community building for 
dances. In addition, she enjoys swimming in the park's lake and 
horseback riding when she can borrow a horse. 

Watermelon buyers and deer hunters occupy the park's five 
cabins regularly when their activity is "in season," and a steady 
stream of family reunions, political rallies, day camps, school and 
church groups use the community building and other park facilities 
year-round. Camping this year has been pretty good, according to 
Miss Bea, but there are always vacant campsites for late arrivals. 

The community building is being enlarged to accommodate the 
many groups and organizations that have been cramped in the 
present building. Square dance groups use the facility regularly three 
or four times a month. The one facility that she would like to see 
added eventually at Barnwell is a tennis court. 

Miss Bea enjoys traveling when her schedule permits. She has 
been to Hawaii and goes to Florida at least once a year. A trip to 
that state has been planned for later this month. In addition, she has 
a house at Edisto Beach that she uses on occasion and rents at 
other times of the year. 

But when it comes to talking about Barnwell State Park, she 
proudly exclaims that "the park's my life!" 
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MIKE DAVIDSON — Mike is a Tarheel from Aulander, North 
Carolina. Aulander is located in the northeast section of the state 
near the Virginia line, which may help to explain why the other park 
employees at Santee call Mike a Yankee! 

After attending local schools at Aulander, Mike enrolled at North 
Carolina State and completed the Recreation and Park Adminis
tration program in 1974. He served his internship at a Regional-type 
of park the summers of his junior and senior years at N. C. State. 
Mike remained at this same park for five months after his 
graduation, working as a camp counselor-lake manager. That fall he 
headed south for Santee and became the Park Management 
Assistant in November. Last May he was promoted to Assistant 
Superintendent, a position that he holds at this time. 

Mike, still a bachelor, lettered in four sports while in high school. 
His participation in sports while at N. C. State was limited to inter-
murals, but his present athletic interests are tennis and golf. He has 
played at some of the golf courses in the Santee area and really 
appreciate having three tennis courts at Santee. "Larry Duncan and 
I work up a game or two now and then," he said. 

Mike tries to visit his family four or five times a year. He is a self-
professed "Civil War freak" and particularly enjoys reading historical 
novels. Much of his spare time has been spent visiting other South 
Carolina state parks. He has visited all District 2 parks and all the 
coastal state parks. "Each state park is different or unique from the 
others," he observed. He seems to detect a quickening of the pace 
at Santee, but really enjoys living and working at the inland resort 
park. His main responsibilities include cabin inventory, the operation 
of the sales outlets and working with the personnel. One of the best 
projects completed at Santee recently was the relocation of the 
trading post, according to Davidson. "Business has picked up in 
addition to the use of the facility as a park information center," he 
added. 

Mike sees a need to do additional landscaping at Santee and 
other state parks, but, in the meantime, his big smile tells much 
about his happiness at being a member of the Santee State Park 
family! 

BOB COTHRAN — Bob came from Inman, a small town 
between Greenville and Spartanburg. He has one brother, Guy, who 
is employed by Lyman Mills in Spartanburg County. 

Bob graduated from Gramling High School in Inman, then 
completed two years of study at Spartanburg Junior College (now 
Spartanburg Methodist College). From 1949 to 1952 Bob worked at 
Draper Corporation, a manufacturer of textile loom parts, as a 
warehouseman. The following nine years were spent with American 
Home Life Insurance Company, where Bob worked up the line from 
agent to district manager. 

Bob thinks that the planned recreation and nature programs 
have been one of the greatest assets contributing to the park's rising 
popularity in recent years. One of Bob's dreams came true last year 
when a large recreation building was constructed near the park 
office/restaurant/old "rec building." Overflow crowds have been the 
rule rather than the exception at Friday night square dances and 
Saturday night talent shows. Some 1,000-1,200 have been attending 
the square dances while 400-500 enjoy the talent shows. Equally 
large crowds turn out for Sunday morning chapel services, with 
many people from the surrounding towns taking part in these 
events. 

Bob likes to fool around with old cars, and is presently tinkering 
on a 1931 Ford A model plus a 1947 and 1948 Dodge. E. Z. has been 
taking art lessons and her paintings are showing much promise, 
according to Bob. The Cothrans like to play tennis in nearby 
Walhalla and have done quite a bit of traveling in and around South 
Carolina. Several years ago they put a lot of miles on a VW pop-top 
camper taking the youngsters here and there (and spent a lot of 
bucks on repairs!) 

The Cothrans own property with a cabin on a quiet lake about 
five miles from the park. "We don't get over there very often, but 
one of these days we'll have more time," Bob quipped. 

It was during this time . . . 1955, to be exact. . . that Bob married 
E. Z. Cash, a Gaffney gal. The Cothrans have a fine family of four 
children . . . two boys and two girls. June, 19 is a junior at Furman 
University, majoring in Business Administration. Jimmy, 18 is a 
Freshman at Anderson Junior College, specializing in Biology. 
Johnny, 14 is a student at Walhalla High School while the "baby" of 
the family, Janice, 13 attends Walhalla Junior High. 

Bob's career with South Carolina state parks began in 1961 when 
he became a Ranger in training at Hunting Island under 
Superintendent Storm Bailey. Later that year he transferred to 
Aiken as Superintendent, where he worked with Ranger Dave 
Inabinet for five years. In 1966 he moved "upcountry" to Oconee 
State Park to become Superintendent after the retirement of 
J. W. "Jake" Ray. At that time Lloyd King and Louie Ridley were the 
only other personnel at the park. 

"We had 13 campsites with centrally located water spigots and 
electrical outlets," Bob said of the park's camping area when the 
popularity of camping was beginning to grow in the mid-sixties. The 
twenty park cabins were not winterized and thus were rented only in 
the spring and summer months. The number of campsites grew from 
13 to 40 in 1968 when the park crew built the additional sites by 
hand. A new restroom . . .#5 . . . was added at this same time, while 
the remaining 100 sites were added later under a state bond issue. 

Winter 1976 Page 5 



LEW GRIFFIN — Lew grew up in "The City of Friendly Folk," 
Newberry, South Carolina. After graduating from the local high 
school he joined the Marines in 1942 and was assigned to the First 
Marine Infantry Division. He served in the Pacific at Iwo Jima and 
Okinawa, and went to China after the surrender in 1945. The 
following year he returned to the United States and was discharged. 

Lew worked as an electrician's helper at Greenwood's Grendel 
Mills for two years, then decided to return to military life. During this 
time he had married a Greenwood girl, Sue Campbell. He enlisted in 
the Army in 1948 and remained with that branch of service until he 
retired in 1967. Lew worked with the Military Police as a C.l.D. 
investigator. This was the plainclothes division of the Military Police. 
Overseas tours of duty included France (3 years), Germany (3 
years) and Korea (1 year). Lew's military decorations include the 
Silver Star, the country's third highest decoration. 

"Sue and I especially enjoyed our tours in Europe," Lew said. 
They visited most of the free European countries during their six 
years on the Continent, and enjoyed every minute of it. Lew was 
discharged from Fort Jackson, his last duty station in 1967. For the 
next three years Lew and Sue played golf and fished! Lew joined the 
state park family in June 1970 when he became a Ranger at Santee. 
One year later he transferred to Andrew Jackson State Park as 
Superintendent. 

Their residence at the park reflects their world-wide travels and 
their interest in working in and around their home. Lew would like to 
see a larger enclosed recreation building added at the park for the 
use of groups and organizations planning reunions and other 
meetings. Camping this year at Andrew Jackson has almost doubled 
over the previous year. Sue stays busy at the park between working 
as hostess, guide and housewife. The Griffins visit Columbia often to 
shop at Fort Jackson and to visit friends from their days in the 
Columbia area. 

Lew and Sue recently went to a professional football game in the 
New Orleans Superdome. They enjoy visiting scenic and historic 
places such as Forty-Acre Rock and Hanging Rock when they aren't 
puttering around the park residence. Both of them like the Santee 
area and they are giving serious thought to making it their retirement 
home. 

It is obvious that the Griffins have had a rich, full life together. 
That seems to be their secret . . . doing things "together!" 
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Safety Corner 
Safety hats are rigid headgear made from a variety 

of materials. They are designed to protect a worker's 
head, not only from impact but also from flying objects 
and electric shock. Metal hard hats should never be 
worn where electrical hazards or substances corrosive 
to aluminum are present. Safety hats should be 
inspected regularly, and damaged hats should be 
replaced immediately. 

Workers should be encouraged to use their heads 
to absorb knowledge and not to absorb blows. Failure 
to wear a hard hat often leads to injuries and death. 
Wear your hard hat if you will be exposed to danger 
from overhead. A good rule to follow is to ALWAYS 
wear the required personal protective equipment to 
protect you from hazards on the job. 

Safety, like cleanliness, is a habit. Practice safety 
and you will become a habitual safety-minded person. 
That's not a bad habit! 

Drive safely . . . Merry Christmas to you all. 
EDMOND BROWN 
Safety and Job Training Officer 

PEARCE TEIOMSON, Engineering and Plan
ning Coordinator, was elected Secretary-
Treasurer of the State Planning and Con
struction Officials at its organizational meeting 
held at Hickory Knob State Resort Park. 
Membership includes 35 persons from 21 state 
agencies. 

Don't Be Wasteful! 
Traffic control keeps the cold out and the heat 

in (or the opposite during the summer). This is one of 
the most difficult of all heating and air conditioning 
saving hints to practice, but it is one well worth talking 
about. Needless opening of outside doors during cold 
weather releases heat and lets in an equal volume of 
cold air. 

Remind your little ones to close doors behind them 
and to keep their trips in and out to a minimum. 
Savings will result as your home becomes warmer and 
free from unpleasant drafts. 
WILLIAM C. LUCAS 
Chief of Construction 

(Future hints will be supplied by Bill Lucas, but 
some of you may wish to provide him with some of 
your own ideas. Ed.) 
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PRODUCTIVE MEETING 
AT HICKORY KNOB 

HIGHLIGHTS OF SUPERINTENDENTS' 
CONFERENCE 

State park superintendents and Central Office staff members met at 
Hickory Knob to review the past year's operations and to make plans for 
1977. 

Assistant State Parks Director K. O. Kolb leads a lively discussion 
during a morning session. 
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Service Awards 
1976 SUPERINTENDENT'S MEETING 

30 YEARS 
Eddie H. Miller — Paris Mountain 

25 YEARS 
Leroy L. Smith — Pleasant Ridge 

15 YEARS 
James B. Cothran — Oconee 

10 YEARS 
J. Wayne Timms — Baker Creek 

5 YEARS 
Will Alston — Hampton Plantation 
Fred P. Brinkman — Executive Director, PRT 
Tillman A. Erwin — Hunting Island 
Sue C. Griffin — Andrew Jackson 
Joe L. Hambright, Jr. — Greenwood 
Charles Harrison — Central Office 
Lewis D. Holloway — Hickory Knob 
Luther Kemmerlin — Service & Supply Center 
Edward K. Nesbit — Lynches River 
Dana L. Sawyer — Central Office 
Thomas M. Shuler — Service & Supply Center 
Frank C. Whiteside — Charles Towne Landing 
James B. Work — Central Office 

"Long timers" receiving service awards at this year's meet
ing included Superintendents Wayne Timms (Baker Creek), 
Bob Cothran (Oconee), Leroy Smith (Pleasant Ridge) and 
Eddie Miller (Paris Mountain). 

Chrysler Corporation representatives Sam Guthrie 
and Charlie Bridges presented a session on truck mainte
nance. From left, Bridges, Andrew Kennedy, Guthrie and 
James Work. 

SCRIBE — 
Lee Jordan, Superintendent, Kings Mountain 

(Awarded annually for the best articles sub
mitted for PARK LITES) 

Winners of Tournaments 
Foosball 

Joe Hambright — Superintendent, Greenwood 
Ping Pong 

Bob Cothran — Superintendent, Oconee 
Pool 

J. W. Moore — Assistant Superintendent, Hunting 
Island 

Tennis 
Robert Fowler — Superintendent, N. R. Goodale 

Checkers 
Fred Belk — Superintendent, Rose Hill 
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Superintendents take to the great out
doors to study tree identification with Joe 
Watson and John Clonts of the Nature 
Section. 

The spacious interior of the Lodge provided a comfortable location for some of the 
sessions. 

Winter 1976 Page 9 



District 

CHARLES TOWNE LANDING — Charles Towne 
Landing is gearing up for the holiday season with a variety of 
programs. 

Charlestonians will gather here December 11 for the 
annual Charleston Christmas Tree Lighting. A full day of 
yule-time activities has been planned to precede the tree 
lighting, including displays of 17th century Christmas 
decorations in the crafts area. The day will be concluded with 
a musical presentation of traditional and contemporary 
Christmas music. A fifty-voice choir, accompanied by the St. 
Andrews High School Band, will lead Landing visitors in the 
singing of Christmas carols. 

Plans for the "Thirteenth Month" at Charles Towne 
Landing are also taking shape. This event, held annually 
during the last week in December, provides after-Christmas 
activities for area youngsters. This year's program is being 
designed to appeal to adults as well. The week will conclude 
with a pet show, featuring the pets of visiting youngsters. A1 
Dann, the Landing's Animal Forest Director, will give 
instructions and advice concerning the care of the pets. 

All in all, the holiday season is shaping up to be the finest 
anywhere! 

JANSON L. COX 
Exposition Park Manager 

District One is nearing the end of this year with a good 
contribution to our overall revenue picture. Parks from this 
district accounted for some 45 percent of the total revenue for 
the four districts (exclusive of Charles Towne Landing and 
the Columbia Office). This is certainly a credit to the 
individual Superintendents and the men under them, and to 
the valuable assistance from Ralph Rabpn and his men. 

This has been "The year of the complaint." I believe that 
this is a result of increased rates and a backlash from 
disclosures of wrongdoings in Washington. Everyone claims 
to be on close personal terms with the Governor, Senators 
and Representatives. In spite of this, the many compli
mentary letters offset the few negative ones. 

NORMAN B. COOLER 
District I Superintendent 

Indigo dye workshop — Charles Towne Landing. One 
participant described the workshop as "historic research 
applied with elbow grease!" 
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COLLETON STATE PARK — Activity has really 
slowed down at Colleton since cold weather has come to the 
low country. The river is out of its banks again, and that has 
ended the fishing for this season. Most of our campers are 
coming off 1-95 on their way to Florida. 

By way of introduction, Ranger Bill Fowler is originally 
from Airton, Alabama. He served four years in the Army, 
then worked for Pittsburg Steel in Charleston. Bill served as 
a fire ranger in Leon County, Florida for seven years before 
returning to Charleston. He drove a truck for Central Motor 
Lines for fourteen years, then came to work with the state 
park when he was laid off. 

Bill has been at Colleton for five months and enjoys his 
job very much. His wife Evelyn works at a local drug store. 
She enjoys cooking and keeping house for Bill and their sons 
Bobby and Keith. The boys enjoy Colleton and spend a lot of 
time catfishing in the Edisto River. 

Grass cutting is a pleasure with a machine that runs as 
good as our new Gravely! We really appreciate it! 

Be sure to stop by and see us if you are in this area. 

BILL FOWLER 
Ranger 

(Superintendent Glenn Farr adds this wish . . . "May God 
bless you every one with the merriest Christmas and most 
wonderful New Year!" Ed.) 

EDISTO BEACH — With the ending of the summer 
season, "new blood" was pumped into Edisto Beach. Bill 
Bowen joined the park staff in August as a Ranger I. He 
came to us from Myrtle Beach, where he had worked as a 
Park Aide under the watchful eyes of Superintendent Bobby 
Turner. I also came to Edisto in mid-August to assume the 
job and responsibilities of Superintendent. Dan Pascoe joined 
our staff in September as a Ranger I. Dan is from Greenville, 
where he had worked as a shoe salesman. These recent 
additions and transfers mean that Edisto almost has a 
completely new crew! Furniss Rogers is the only man that 
worked at Edisto last summer. 

Things are on the upswing here at Edisto. Camping has 
been great this past season with a 44% increase in revenue 
over the same period last year (through week 42). Our cabins 
were partially renovated this past winter with total 
renovation planned for this winter. They showed an increase 
of 28%. The biggest surprise was our new trading post, which 
brought an increase of 251% over the previous year. The 
cabins were full every week during the summer and almost 
every weekend through Thanksgiving. 

Further park improvements are being made and others 
are under consideration. I am looking forward to many good 
years of service with the South Carolina state park system! 

MELL FELDER 
Superintendent 

i mMm 
New boardwalk at Huntington Beach between the camping 

area and the beach. 

GIVHANS FERRY STATE PARK — The autumn 
colors were particularly beautiful this year. The crowds are 
slacking off just a little, and we are now looking forward to a 
long and cold winter. 

We had a new addition to our family as of September 1st. 
We are now the proud parents of a 5 lb., 10 oz. baby girl, 
named Doris Ann Cumbee. 

The Bicentennial Fair has come and gone; it went off with 
a blast! A state flag was donated to the park and everyone 
was appropriately dressed for the occasion. Chicken dinners 
and historical booklets of Dorchester County were sold. Art 
exhibits on display included stuffed animals, wood crafts, 
paintings, plants, blankets, jewelry and many other items. 
Live entertainment was provided and there were a lot of 
games for the children to play. The first day was a big 
success, but the final day had to be cancelled because of rainy 
weather. 

Have a very merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
May God bless all of you and watch over each one of you 
always. 

CHARLES CUMBEE 
Ranger 

HAMPTON PLANTATION — Upon entering the gate 
of the mansion at Hampton, one now views the great house 
in all of its exterior glory. It is magnificent and very stately 
with a brilliant new coat of white paint. Every little cornice 
and elaborate detail is most pronounced and noticeable. The 
new slate roof has almost been completed and new hinges 
have been made and installed on the shutters. Daily I receive 
numerous compliments from visitors relative to PRT's good 
efforts in restoring and preserving this house for the 
enjoyment of present and future generations. 

Several months ago one of the huge limbs on the famous 
George Washington oak finally departed with old age and 
rot. Consequently, using the services of a tree surgeon, the 
tree has been operated on, doctored and wired up to remain 
intact for another 100 years or so. No one knows its exact age 
but it is estimated to be at least 800 years! This massive oak is 
definitely an essential and valuable part of the plantation. 
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We are continuing to improve the appearance of our 
grounds, gardens, roads and entrance ways. Since the last 
publication of Park Lites, we have had three articles about 
the Plantation published in Southern magazines. This is an 
asset to our department because it keeps the Plantation in the 
public eye. 

BUD KLEIN 
Superintendent 

HUNTING ISLAND STATE PARK — This has been 
another big year at Hunting Island State Park! Our 
attendance is down a little from 1975, but we have had all the 
people we could handle. We still have a few campers and 
most of the cabins are rented on the weekends. Many of these 
people renting cabins come down to fish at this time of year. 
Mrs. Ella B. Wiley caught a 9Vi pound bass out of the lagoon 
recently. She is the lady that caught the largest fish last year 
and an article about her was included in the last edition of 
Park Lites. 

Some camping clubs have started calling and will be 
coming down later this month. We had two Boy Scout 
troops, one from Aiken and the other from Greenville, 
staying in our primitive scout area last weekend. Public 
schools have already begun their field trips, and we had a 
fourth grade class from Branchville visiting us a couple of 
weeks ago. 

TILLMAN A. ERWIN 
Superintendent 

HUNTINGTON BEACH STATE PARK — It looks like 
we're in for a long, cold winter and it's starting early! Some 
sure signs of winter here on the coast are the spot-tail bass 
fishermen arriving, the picnickers leaving, the restrooms 
staying cleaner, the grass stopping its constant growth and 
the alligators failing to show up at feeding time. 

Dan Turpin, Charles Harrison and Ray Sigmon came 
down and helped stage the First Annual Atalaya Arts and 
Crafts Festival. The Festival was a great success with capacity 
crowds at the park all three days. It looks like this will 
become a regular event at Huntington Beach every fall! 

The new boardwalk should be finished soon and it is 
already being used. There is a crabbing dock at the end of the 
boardwalk and an observation deck halfway out for the 
numerous birdwatchers that visit our park year-round. 

A dead 20-foot whale washed ashore recently and wildlife 
biologists came up from Charleston to examine it. They 
determined that it was a Neekie whale and said that this is the 
farthest south one has ever been reported. Luckily it washed 
out to sea before we had the privilege of burying it! 

In closing I would like to welcome Ranger Chuck Grant 
(from Baker Creek) to our park crew. The park crew is the 
backbone of the state park system and I think that ours is the 
best around. After all, we've all been to Maintenance School! 

RICK TURNER 
Ranger 

MYRTLE BEACH STATE PARK — Fishing on the pier 
has picked up with several good days recently for catching 
spots. All the fishermen line up early in the morning and 
wait for them to come by. We have been busy rebuilding 
fences, cleaning, painting and the many other needed projects 
included in our winter work program. 

We would like to welcome Merl Rhodes back as Pier 
Manager. He replaced Thomas Hicks, who resigned October 
15. Merl and his wife Sally call this home and are glad to be 
back on the beach. 

We have also filled the Tradesworker position here with 
Charles Haseldon. Charles, his wife and two children live at 
Crystal Lakes here in Myrtle Beach. 

Finally, 1 would like to thank Mr. Cooler and my entire 
staff for their cooperation and hard work this past summer. 

ROBERT TURNER 
Superintendent 

OLD DORCHESTER STATE PARK — Here we are at the 
end of another year! We hope that everyone had a rewarding, 
productive and accident-free year. Our summer was very busy 
with many local people and military personnel and their 
families from bases in the area. We have also had a lot of 
club activities such as boy scouts, girl scouts, C.B. clubs, a 
Corvette club and many church groups. The big increase in 
attendance this year has come from out-of-state visitors as 
we are some sixteen thousand ahead of last year at this time. 

The bell tower, the only remains of St. George's parish 
church, is still popular with young couples getting married. 
Numerous weddings have been performed at that location. 
Many campers come to the park in hopes of finding facilities 
for their overnight camping. They usually express disappoint
ment in finding that we have no campground and we can 
only tell them "maybe next year!" 

May each park have a bigger and better year next year. 
God bless each and everyone! 

DANNY ODOM 
Superintendent 

RIVERS BRIDGE — The fall foliage was lovely this 
year, but only for a short time. Autumn here at Rivers Bridge 
is certainly one of the most peaceful and lovely times of the 
year. 

Ranger Ken Robison and his wife Pat added another 
member to the park family with a pretty little girl named 
Shannon. Shannon was born in September and sleeps when 
she isn't crying! 

I would like to thank Dan Turpin and John Clonts of the 
central office for installing new playground equipment here at 
the park. It is already being used by the younger set visiting 
our park! 

Ken, Pat, Ursula and I would like to wish all of you a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

JERRY PRICE 
Superintendent 
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keep all equipment maintained to a very high level to insure 
serviceability for the future. 

I would like to thank all personnel in District II parks for 
their cooperation in these areas in the past, and I am certain 
that they will continue to practice conservation in the future. 

HORACE W. CRAIG 
District II Superintendent 

AIKEN STATE PARK — There are not too many major 
projects in store for us this winter. The biggest project we 
have in the making is the replacement of the floor joists and 
flooring at the concession stand. Dave and I always come up 
with some projects that we would like to see accomplished, 
but with the budget situation the way it is, we can only dream 
of these. 

We finished putting a new screen porch on the A-2 
quarters. Now ojir only problem will be finding A-2 
personnel for next summer! This has not been a problem in 
previous years, as I have had the same crew for the last four 
years. However, they have all graduated from college and will 
be looking for permanent employment. Please let me know if 
you have any extra A-2 personnel, lifeguards especially! 

We hope that all of you have a happy holiday season. 

MARSHALL WEST 
Superintendent 

A trip down memory lane back to "the good old days." This photograph of a Civilian 
Conservation Corps (C.C.C.) work detail was taken at Cheraw State Park in the mid-thirties. 

District II 
Most of the District II parks are well into their winter 

work program. I realize that many project proposals were not 
approved this year because of the budget situation, but things 
are bound to improve in the future. 

I urge all District II personnel to conserve electricity, 
heating fuel, gasoline and any other materials. Be sure to 

Winter 1976 Page 13 



CHERAW STATE PARK — As the early morning fog 
drifts across Eurica Lake, the noisy Canadians made their 
presence known. It is a music that can be mistaken for no 
other! As the fog lifts, one can see that our winter residents 
have arrived. I am speaking, of course, of the Canadian 
Geese that winter at Cheraw each year. The arrival and 
movements of these geese throughout the winter create a 
certain atmosphere in the park that is quite indescribable. It 
is an occurrence that must be witnessed to be fully 
appreciated. 

Winter is a peaceful season at Cheraw and the serenity is 
enjoyed by visitors and park personnel alike. However, don't 
let me deceive you into thinking that all we do here during 
the winter months is relax! We are continuously renovating 
our family cabins. A recent improvement was the addition of 
some very handsome cabinets and kitchen sinks. We've also 
had ceramic tile put in two of the cabin bathrooms that were 
not previously tiled. Our recreation building has been greatly 
improved with the addition of broken tile in the bathrooms. 
A new roof on the shop is another project our crew is 
currently working on. 

At long last, we will have city water in the park! We are 
presently involved in laying the extra pipe needed to bring 
this water to us. That about sums up our current activities at 
Cheraw, except to offer congratulations to Ranger Wayne 
Smith for bagging an eight-point buck! 

KEN HANCE 
Park Management Assistant 

N. R. GOODALE STATE PARK — Things sure have 
gotten quiet around Camden! As I write this article, it has 
been a month since someone rented a picnic shelter. The 
weather is turning cold, therefore frost on the grass and ice 
on the windshields is an everyday occurrence. 

We hope to get several winter work projects approved, 
and we plan to spend a lot of time working on the park golf 
course. We will be busy enough not to miss the crowds of 
summer. 

We have a new family at Goodale since the last edition of 
Park Lites. We welcome A1 Priester and his wife Mary and 
hope that they will enjoy the park system. 

In closing, we wish everyone in the park system a very 
Merry Christmas and best wishes for the coming year. Robert 
and Cindy; Mike and Cheryl; A1 and Mary. 

ROBERT FOWLER 
Superintendent 

LEE STATE PARK — With the busy summer season 
behind us, we still keep busy with reunions, parties, square 
dances, church groups and other get-togethers at the 
community building and picnic shelters. 

Camping has been very good, with camping clubs and 
out-of-state travelers enjoying our facilities. The good 
comments that we receive from campers and other park 
visitors are certainly appreciated. Many travelers just drop by 

to use one of the picnic tables to eat and get a few minutes of 
relaxation before returning to the busy Interstate highway. 

Many of our out-of-state visitors are retired persons 
heading for Florida to spend the winter. In talking with them, 
they seem to be spending more time in South Carolina before 
continuing on to Florida. That suits us fine! 

We at Lee State Park wish all of you a "Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year!" 

BILL ALEWINE 
Superintendent 

LITTLE PEE DEE STATE PARK — The first coldsnap 
of the year seems to bring an instant end to the crowds at 
Little Pee Dee. The park has once again become a private 
retreat for the very few who seek out and enjoy the outdoor 
solitude found here during the fall and winter months. 

A check of last year's statistics indicates that park use in 
most areas dropped slightly this year. While a number of 
reasons can be offered, it was still disappointing as I had 
hoped to see an increase in our attendance. 

Ranger Jordan and I have gotten a good start on our 
winter work program. Most of our scheduled painting has 
been completed and we recently began some roofing work. 
What other projects we tackle this year will depend upon the 
availability of funds. 

Martha and I are proud parents of a son, Kurt Kenneth 
Becht, born November 24th. He weighed 7 pounds, 7 ounces 
at birth and is doing fine for a younster! 

Best wishes to one and all for a happy holiday and a 
bright and prosperous new year! 

KURT BECHT 
Superintendent 

LYNCHES RIVER STATE PARK — Our visitation has 
slowed considerably because of the extremely cold weather 
we had early this fall. However, the community building 
rentals are increasing as people seek a warm, dry place in 
which to have their functions. Most weekends are booked up 
through December and weekdays are starting to go fast. We 
had four political rallies in the building this year, all of which 
had good turnouts. 

The largest group to visit the park was the Greater Pee 
Dee C.B. Club, which sponsored a Jamboree the weekend of 
September 11th and 12th. Over 10,500 people attended, 
including two "eighteen-wheelers" that really created a traffic 
problem! Even though this crowd was about twice the size 
that we can normally accommodate, everything went 
smoothly with fewer problems concerning littering and 
alcoholic beverages than on a normal weekend. Four days 
prior to this event I suddenly found myself without a ranger 
and I thank Ranger Charles Price for coming over from Lee 
State Park to help me through the weekend. 
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I want to welcome Ranger Rodger Dale Vissage, his wife 
Jane and their three children, Susan, Jody and Amanda to 
Lynches River. Rodger transferred from Oconee and should 
be a great asset to our park, although he sure misses those 
Friday night square dances! 

ED NESBIT 
Superintendent 

POINSETT STATE PARK — This past summer season 
was, in some ways, a trying one for me. As most of us know, 
signs placed in our parks are either not read or just ignored 
by some. The park rule most ignored by visitors dealt with 
the consumption of alcoholic beverages. We had a number of 
disturbances from a few visitors after they had consumed too 
much alcohol. It's a shame that it takes only a few to upset 
the "apple cart," for most of our visitors were friendly and 
well-behaved. 

Ed Roberts, our summer naturalist, held a track meet on 
Sunday, September 18. The turnout was excellent, with some 
40 boys and girls coming from as far away as Faith, North 
Carolina! Hopefully this can become an annual event. 

The rangers and I spent a good bit of time this fall 
pruning and making needed repairs at Sumter's Tomb, which 
is located about 18 miles from the park. A local women's 
organization helped us in cleaning up the area and pointing 
out things that needed to be done. 

Happy Holidays! 

JAMES TAYLOR 
Superintendent 

REDCLIFFE STATE PARK — The construction men 
working on the roof of the house have almost completed their 
work. The pulpwood men have thinned out the pines, and did 
an excellent job. We have had an addition to the park family 
since the last edition of Park Lites. Linda and Corbin McRae 
have a son named Jonathan, and we wish them much 
happiness. 

We have been busy cutting grass, working on the entrance 
driveway and painting the entire downstairs. A new coat of 
paint on the roof of the carriage house has been a great 
improvement. 

Redcliffe was opened to the public October 31 and was 
extremely successful with more than two thousand persons 
visiting us! Everyone seemed to enjoy the toui and was 
interested in our progress in maintaining and preserving the 
stately plantation home. However, much remains to be done 
before we can open full-time to the public. 

May each of you have a joyous Christmas season. 

GENE COBB 
Superintendent 

SANTEE STATE PARK — The fall colors at Santee and 
surrounding Lake Marion are at their peak at this time. The 
sweetgums and dogwoods in the fall always seem to add a 
little something to the park's picnic areas, campgrounds, and 
rondette areas. The cypress trees, which are abundant on the 
lake, are also a bright orange during the autumn season. 

Visitation at the park has continued to be rather steady 
even though floods in the upper part of the state have 
brought muddy and high water into the lakes. The rondettes 
have had almost 100% occupancy on the weekends with the 
campgrounds having 45 to 60 units each weekend. Almost all 
of our guests seem to have a good time here at Santee, even 
though the fishing has been slow for this time of year. 

Work on our project proposals that have been approved 
is moving right along. The building of a new equipment shed 
and utility building has been completed. Work is continuing 
in the 100-site campground on our project to control and 
prevent further erosion in the area. Much needed dirt has 
been hauled on the sites with the help of Henry Rush from 
Service and Supply. We also would like to thank the 
Engineering and Planning Section for their assistance and 
advice with this project. 

Earlier this fall the Battle of Eutaw Springs was 
reenacted. Participants in the celebration were dressed in the 
traditional costumes of the Revolutionary War era. At
tendance at the reenactment was very good over the two-day 
period despite cooler than normal weather for that time of 
the year. 

In the first part of September, Ranger Tony Cannon was 
transferred from Santee to Charles Towne Landing. We 
would like to wish Tony the best of luck in his new location. 
He was replaced by Ewart Irick, a recent graduate of The 
Citadel. Ewart is presently serving as our night ranger and 
doing a fine job. Also leaving us since the last Park Lites was 
Mr. Henry Holt, Tackle Shop Operator. Mr. Holt's cheerful 
personality was quite an asset to our park. He has been 
replaced by Bobbie Hatfield, wife of Assistant Superin
tendent Charlie Hatfield. Bobbie seems to really enjoy her 
work and always has something to say to our park visitors. 

We would like to wish each of you a safe and productive 
winter season. 

MIKE E. DAVIDSON 
Assistant Superintendent 

WOODS BAY STATE PARK — Our water system has 
been completed, but has not been hooked up to the 
restrooms. This should be done in the very near future. Our 
attendance has been very low and has not picked up as we 
thought it would. However, we will be ready for a much 
busier season next year! 

I hope that everyone has a happy holiday season! 

GEORGE HARGROVE 
Superintendent 
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HUNTINGTON BEACH 
EVENT A CROWD PLEASER 

ARTS AND CRAFTS FESTIVAL 
HUGE SUCCESS 

More than five thousand persons visited the Arts and Crafts Festival held 
September 17-19 at Huntington Beach State Park. Sixty-seven exhibitors displayed 
their wares and many conducted working sessions during the three-day period. 
Jerry Read Smith from Swannanoah, North Carolina, performs on a hammered 
dulcimer, one of several made by Smith and displayed at the festival. In the 
background is "Atalaya," former seasonal home of the Huntingtons and setting for 
the event. 

Quincy Scarborough, a pewterer from Fayetteville, North 
Carolina. Five local business firms contributed funds for 
purchase awards. 

Sue Smalls, a basket weaver from Mount Pleasant, South 
Carolina. Plans are underway to hold a'similar event next fall 
at Huntington Beach. 

P*MU$*§ 

'Winn; 
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District III 
The NCHA held their Annual Fall Camporee at Sadlers 

Creek on October 8, 9, 10. A good attendance was noted and 
all present seemed to enjoy the outing. Superintendent Jim 
Ivey and his staff, along with Rangers from Oconee, Table 
Rock, Keowee-Toxaway and Pleasant Ridge, did a fine job 
of making everyone feel welcome. 

Stanley Looper has been employed as Ranger at Pleasant 
Ridge and is doing a fine job. Stanley is a R.P.A. graduate 
from Clemson. The vacancy at Pleasant Ridge was created 
when Ranger Ray Rutledge was transferred to Table Rock to 
fill a vacancy created when Ranger Chevis Waldt was 
promoted and transferred to Bakers Creek. There have been 
no resignations of District III personnel during the past five 
or six months. 

Good progress to date has been made on winter work 
projects and park maintenance in general is very satisfactory. 
The tight budget situation is something I would ask everyone 
to keep in mind as this will surely have to be taken into 
consideration in our overall operating and maintenance 
program. 

We have had an unusually beautiful fall in the mountain 
parks this year, with spectacular foliage coloring. Tourist 
traffic has been heavy, and park use and visitation increased 
considerably during the month of October. 

ROBERT G. JONES 
District III Superintendent 

Winter 1976 

Former staff member Dennis Gunter is dwarfed by this 
sheer rock face at Keowee-Toxaway State Park. 
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CROFT STATE PARK — Many thoughts race through 
my mind as I write this report. What will next season hold 
for us? Will the swimming pool be accepted as 1 think it will? 
Will the state of the economy allow us to keep looking 
forward? By the time this report is read, the elections will be 
history and all of the candidates who won will hold most of 
the answers to my questions. 

My thanks go out to Executive Director Fred Brinkman, 
Dana Sawyer, Pearce Thomson and Bob Jones for their help 
in making the groundbreaking and air show a success. Many 
local people attended and made complimentary remarks 
about the fine complex which is located at the site of a 
sanitary landfill. A tip of my hat also goes out to the officers 
and members of the Sky Knights for their well planned and 
crowd-pleasing program, and for the excellent publicity in 
Model Aviation, the official publication of the Academy of 
Model Aeronautics. Things like this help to put Croft and 
South Carolina state parks on the map! 

Sometimes your best effort just isn't enough, and that is 
what happened to us at Croft this past season. We had a 
drowning the day before Labor Day, and even though two 
were saved it is still a matter of record. It was and continues 
to be a sad thing to remember, and will always serve as a 
reminder for me to accept nothing short of perfection in my 
operation for the safety and protection of the park visitor. 

May each of you have a Merry Christmas. 

RAY HAYES 
Superintendent 

OCONEE STATE PARK — Another busy summer has 
come and gone, and, as always, it takes some adjustment to 
get used to the reduced numbers of visitors during the week. 
Weekends, however, are still going very strong as of this 
writing. The foliage is at its peak of color, and is bringing 
many campers and cabin users to the park. Trail hiking and 
backpacking increases during the fall and winter months. 
More people are using the Foothills Trail and the U. S. 
Forest Service has opened up a spur off the trail that goes 
from Burrells Ford to Highway 28 bridge on the Chattooga 
River. Hikers can now get on the Foothills Trail and go all 
the way to the Fish Hatchery (approximately 25 miles) plus 
the side trails. I can see a sharp increase in backpacking in 
this area and I am pleased to see Recreators Dan Turpin and 
Charles Harrison offering some workshops on the subject. 

We are very grateful at Oconee to have had one of our 
best years ever and to be spared from any major accidents. 
We often take our jobs for granted, but a doctor visiting our 
park recently told me that he envied me and would like to 
trade jobs. I told him that I was perfectly happy and was not 
interested! How fortunate we are to be living with our 
families in such comfortable surroundings in the midst of 
such lovely state parks! Yes, we indeed have much to be 
thankful for this Thanksgiving and approaching holiday 
season! 

Our best wishes to each of you from each of us for the 
best year ever in 1977! 

BOB COTHRAN 
Superintendent 

KEOWEE-TOXAWAY STATE PARK — Many changes 
have taken place within the past few months here at Keowee. 
Among the most significant is the change in the color of the 
landscape. The beauty of the red, green, yellow and brown 
leaves was a mixture of almost breath-taking proportions. 
People came to this section of the state from all directions to 
enjoy this most spectacular moment of nature at her best. 

We are happy to announce that the entrance road and 
parking lot have now been paved. This has reduced the 
amount of dust created by traffic and eliminated the rough 
ride over the many potholes that had been formed in recent 
months. The paving has also improved the overall ap
pearance of the interpretive area. 

I want to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year from all of my family . . . Andrea, Cathy, myself 
and especially from our newest member, Jonathan Henry. 
This is his first Christmas, although he probably won't 
remember it too vividly when he gets older! I hope that 
everyone's holidays are filled with joy and may God bless and 
keep you all safe throughout the coming year. 

JOHN RHODES 
Superintendent 

PARIS MOUNTAIN STATE PARK — The past 
summer season was certainly a busy one with large crowds of 
swimmers and heavy usage of pedal boats. Our picnic shelters 
have been heavily used up until this past weekend when 
temperatures began to feel like winter. 

A few weeks ago the Porsche Club of America rented 
Buckhorn Lodge for the weekend and had the road from the 
Lodge to the top of the mountain blocked off for time trials. 
They had a good turnout with entries from all parts of the 
eastern United States. We look forward to having this very 
hospitable group with us again next year. 

We are well into our winter work program. We have built 
long-awaited porches at Ranger Minor's and Blackwell's 
mobile homes, and are in the process of re-roofing picnic 
shelter #6. A more ambitious project underway involves the 
winterizing of our cabins at Camp Buckhorn. When 
completed, they will have new paneling, new doors and 
windows, insulation and electric heaters that will make it very 
cozy for our winter guests at Buckhorn. 

On behalf of our park family here at Paris Mountain, we 
would like to wish all of you a happy holiday season and a 
prosperous New Year in 1977. 

LARRY MCPHERSON 
Ranger 
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PLEASANT RIDGE STATE PARK — We at Pleasant 
Ridge are still quite busy at times trying to keep a clean place 
for the public to enjoy outdoor life. Although things have 
been a little slow since Labor Day, with the exception of 
campers and cabin users, we have had a number of church 
groups, school groups and family reunions using our 
facilities. 

Overall we had a good summer. Attendance was slow at 
first, but it picked up as the weather stabilized. We did not 
have swimming classes this summer as we were unable to get 
an instructor. All went well without any tragedies and I am 
grateful to all those who helped make this possible. 

The biggest event of the fall season was a benefit rally for 
the Shriners Hospital Novembr 6-7. The rally involved an 86-
mile motorcycle enduro from Pleasant Ridge through the 
woods to Caesar's Head and back. There were more than 400 
riders. Cars, vans and trailers were parked everywhere we 
could park them. While down on the highway at the park 
entrance directing traffic, I was asked where I was putting all 
the vehicles. I replied, "Everywhere except in my pockets!" 
There were more than 800 vehicles in the park that day. 

We welcome our new ranger, Stanley Looper, to Pleasant 
Ridge and the park family. Stanley is very good with tools 
and will tackle almost any job. I hope that he will be around 
for a long time. I don't think he will be marrying on me soon 
like the last three rangers did! 

LEROY L. SMITH 
Superintendent 

ROSE HILL STATE PARK — The approaching holiday 
season reminds us that it is a time of year for fun and 
fellowship as families and friends get together. 

Our annual Christmas Open House will be held December 
11 and 12. This event will be included in the December issue 
of Southern Living. We will have the usual singing of 
Christmas carols, refreshments and guided tours of the 
mansion. 

We enjoyed having friends from Florida visiting with us 
recently. They went deer hunting and didn't have any luck 
themselves. However, they didn't go home empty-handed as 
our son-in-law and his friend bagged one and gave it to them. 
We have had some tragedies in the county during this 
hunting season, but the victims were not from Union County. 

The hardwoods have been especially lovely this fall . . . 
the Great Master has surely done a good job with his paint 
brush. We don't have to travel to the mountains to see the 
fall foliage, for we live in the heart of it all! 

FRED H. BELK 
Superintendent 

SADLERS CREEK STATE PARK Our past summer 
season was bigger than last year's, but our swimming 
attendance remained about the same or a little less. This was 
probably due to the rainy weather at the beginning of the 
season and during the Fourth of July holiday. Our season 
was relatively accident-free, with one broken knee and one 
broken wrist. Broken bones are bad, but with all the people 
that visited Sadlers Creek, we think that this is a pretty good 
record. Next year we'll strive for no accidents at all! 

We wish all of you a pleasant winter. 

JIM IVEY 
Superintendent 

TABLE ROCK STATE PARK — We here at Table 
Rock thought that we would get a little rest after a busy 
summer, but it didn't work out that way! Park visitors were 
anticipating the changes of foliage colors by riding through 
the park on weekends to see how they were progressing. The 
leaves were more colorful than they have been in several 
years. 

The cabins have received heavy use this fall with all 13 
booked on weekends and at least half booked during the 
week. We will soon have an additional cabin for rent that will 
sleep 8 persons. The old Assistant Superintendent's residence 
will be renovated and furnished for rental. Assistant 
Superintendent Larry Orr is now living in a residence across 
from the East Gate on Highway 11. Although we will soon 
have fourteen cabins for rent, we do not have a cabin #13! 
You know how superstitious some people are! 

The PRT Commission met here at Table Rock October 
28 for their monthly meeting. Along with attending to the 
usual order of business, they enjoyed excellent food prepared 
by Ed Langley, operator of the park restaurant. It continues 
to do a booming business as people come from miles around 
to eat at the lodge. 

A group of bicyclists spent the last weekend of October at 
the park for their annual "Golden Leaves Tour." The 
weatherman did not cooperate, and although a few of them 
attempted the tour, most of them were rained out. Hopefully 
the weather will be better for them next year. 

Last but not least, we would like to welcome Ray 
Rutledge, his wife Debbie and their daughter Jenny from 
Pleasant Ridge State Park. I hope that everyone has a 
pleasant and safe winter. 

MIKE HENDRIX 
Superintendent 
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District IV 
The fall and winter months offer park employees a time 

to take vacations, recuperate from the past summer season 
and work on various projects in preparation for the summer 
of 1977. I hope that those who have vacationed had an 
enjoyable time. For those that have not, take time off and 
enjoy yourself. 

It seems that the population explosion has hit District IV! 
Congratulations are extended to the following families: 
Superintendent and Mrs. Ted Williams, Ranger and Mrs. 
Jon Foster (both of Chester State Park) and Ranger and 
Mrs. Chevis Wald (Baker Creek State Park). 

As we enter the holiday season, I would like to give a 
special "thanks" to the employees in this district for their 
work during the past year. To all employees and their 
families, my best wishes for Christmas and the coming year. 

FREDDIE PARKMAN 
District IV Superintendent 

BAKER CREEK STATE PARK — A new family has 
moved to Baker Creek since the last issue of Park Lites. My 
wife Melba and I arrived here the last of August. That's right 
. . . Chuck Grant and his wife are now emptying Huntington 
Beach sand out of their shoes! We were here about six weeks 
when the family of two became a family of three. We were 
blessed with a big healthy boy on September 13 . . . must be 
something in this flatland water! Anyway, his name is Harper 
and he has an appetite as big as his dad's! 

Working at Baker Creek has been a real pleasure instead 
of just a job. Wayne Timms, his family and Ranger John 
Mixon have made us feel right at home, and we would like to 
thank them. 

Our winter work program is off to a good start with 
almost every building painted. We are looking forward to a 
big winter of fishermen, campers and picnickers and a record-
breaking spring and summer in 1977! 

If you find yourself with nothing to do one of these cold 
winter weekends, come to Baker Creek, the state park with 
the 70,000-acre fishing lake! 

CHEVIS WALD 
Ranger 

ANDREW JACKSON STATE PARK — The bicenten
nial year has had a great effect on our park in the past few 
months. Two new additions to our park are the Lancaster 
Garden Club Bicentennial Herb Garden and the "1776-1976 
School". Both have been dedicated . . . the herb garden in 
September and the school house in October during a 3-day 
bicentennial festival that was held here in the park. 

After a year's hard work and planning, the Lancaster 
Garden Club's bicentennial project, an herb garden at 
Andrew Jackson State Park was dedicated on September 
16th. Herbs such as were used by the early settlers in this area 
200 years ago are planted in this garden. Some herbs included 
are alum root, used for sore throat, Partridge berry, a muscle 
relaxant and Wood betony, used for the treatment of lice. 
Superintendent Lew Griffin and I helped with the planting 
and were well pleased with the results. Many thanks to the 
Lancaster Garden Club for this addition to our park. 

On October 8th our 3-day Bicentennial Festival began 
with the dedication of the "1776-1976 School". The one room 
log school house is a composite of several schools built in 
America over 200 years ago. The memorabilia collected in 
and out of Lancaster County and displayed inside shows the 
evolution of education over the past 200 years. The 
construction of the log school house was first suggested by 
the Lancaster County Retired Educator's Association as their 
bicentennial project. Other organizations which joined with 
the Retired Educators in the planning and financing of the 
project were the South Carolina Revolutionary Bicentennial 
Commission, the Lancaster County Bicentennial Commission 
and the Lancaster County Parks and Playground Com
mission. It is hoped that the building will be of such 
durability that it will be as much of an attraction at the 
tricentennial as it was for our bicentennial celebration. We 
had a large turnout of people for the dedication, despite the 
inclement weather, but the last two days of the festival made 
up for it. They were beautiful! 

The festival had something to offer everyone. Old folks 
could reminisce while youngsters were able to get a first-hand 
view of colonial life as their history books came to life with 
the demonstrations of colonial crafts and cooking. The 
demonstrations were set up in tents which were furnished by 
the local National Guard. Some of the crafts included were 
cow milking, butter churning, hook rug making, quilting, 
Indian pottery making and blacksmithing. We were well 
pleased with the attendance of our local and outside visitors 
over the entire three-day period. We thank all responsible for 
our beautiful new bicentennial park additions and hope to see 
many more people visit our expanding park. 

BILL BOYCE 
Ranger 
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Some ten miles of riding trails are scattered throughout lakefront Hickory Knob State 
Resort Park. Rental horses and a variety of trail rides and other activities are available for 
visitors to the McCormick County state park. Photo by Jim Denning. 
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CHESTER STATE PARK — I can happily say that 1976 
has been the most pleasant year that I have spent with the 
park system. It seems that Chester has been spared many of 
the problems confronting some of our parks. I like to think 
that this is due to the "quality" of our visitors here at 
Cheraw. 

We have had a large group of deer hunters staying in our 
campground this fall. They come from all over the southeast 
to stay for a week or more. Many of these hunters have had 
excellent luck with several large bucks killed. They will look 
good mounted on the walls of dens back home! 

Best wishes during this holiday season from all of us at 
Chester! 

TED WILLIAMS 
Superintendent 

DREHER ISLAND STATE PARK — I was transferred 
here from Hickory Knob as Superintendent to replace Wally 
Brock, who retired this fall. I would like to thank District 
Superintendent Parkman and the Columbia staff for their 
assistance in helping to establish living quarters here for my 
wife and I. 

The island is truly a beautiful place and I am certain that 
it will be a very popular state park when facilities are 
available for the public. Construction on the Superintendent's 
residence and other basic facilities is tentatively scheduled to 
begin in January. 

Barbara and 1 have only been here for two short months, 
but our kind and generous neighbors have made us feel right 
at home. I will close this report with an open invitation for all 
of you to come by and visit us when you are in this area. 
Take my word for it, the fishing is great! We'll let the women 
gossip while we go fishing! 

ROBERT F. PARR1SH 
Superintendent 

GREENWOOD STATE PARK — Peace and tranquility 
prevail once again, as park visitors with an appreciation for 
their natural environment find much to enjoy during these 
quiet days of autumn. Although the lake level has been 
dropping, the bass fishing has been very good lately. Bass 
clubs are holding tournaments almost every weekend. A lady 
recently landed a 10 pound, 10 ounce bass while fishing from 
the bank at the campground! 

I forgot to mention the newest member of the Greenwood 
State Park family in the last issue of Park Lites. Ranger Cecil 
Pruette and his wife Pat are the proud parents of a daughter. 
Annie arrived in July and is already the pride of the park! 

We at Greenwood look back at our accomplishments of 
the year with pride. This gives us even greater incentive to 
work harder next year on our shortcomings. 

The staff at Greenwood wish you and yours a very happy 
holiday season. 

JOE L. HAMBRIGHT, JR. 
Superintendent 

HAMILTON BRANCH STATE PARK — The year 
1976 resulted in an increase in both attendance and revenue 
at Hamilton Branch. Our increase in camping rates doesn't 
seem to have hurt our business any. Although we have had 
the usual number of complaints concerning the increase, the 
majority of the campers that I've talked with believe that they 
are more than getting their money's worth with the new 
facilities and spacious wooded campsites that we have 
available. 

A tremendous number of deer hunters come to our part 
of the state in the fall, and many of them have been camping 
with us. This helped our business, which had been fairly slow 
since Labor Day. I was lucky enough to kill a buck the first 
week of the season! 

The decrease in campers has allowed us to get well into 
our winter work program, with considerable amounts of 
painting and maintenance repairs already completed. Ranger 
Leon Holliday has recently undergone open heart surgery 
and is doing fine. Hopefully he will be able to return to work 
in a few months, as we sure can use him! 

We wish everyone a pleasant winter season. Drop in and 
see us if you are in this neck of the woods. 

FRANK BAUGHMAN 
Superintendent 

HICKORY KNOB STATE RESORT PARK — We have 
had quite a few large groups using our facilities at Hickory 
Knob during the past two months and one of these was quite 
unusual. In September we had around 200 Chinese students 
from the Southeast Regional Student Camp spend a weekend 
with us and they all competed in their skills of preparing 
Chinese food. 

We've had several Bass teams fishing out of our Marina, 
but the catches have been few and the fish that were caught 
were small. 

The park staff has been real busy lately preparing for the 
annual Park Superintendent's Meeting. 

I would like to take this opportunity to commend all of 
the Hickory Knob staff and Columbia office staff involved in 
helping to make this past season a very successful one. 
Compliments were numerous and complaints few and this 
could not have been accomplished without the full 
cooperation of every one involved. 

My thanks again to all of you! 

TED F. BARBIE 
Superintendent 
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KINGS MOUNTAIN STATE PARK With the 
coming of fall and the approach of winter, we at Kings 
Mountain State Park have settled down into our winter work 
program. Many things are happening at Kings Mountain 
State Park and 1 thought it would be a good time to give a 
progress report on our major projects. 

The living farm had made rapid progress under the 
direction of Mike Foley and with the help of the construction 
and maintenance crews. If you haven't visited the farm since 
last winter, you probably wouldn't recognize it. 

Eight acres of land have been cleared and fescue sown. 
Four buildings have been completed with two others well on 
their way. The ranger's residence located on the farm is in the 
process of being completed. With the completion of the stone 
fireplace and chimney, work has started on the interior of the 
house. Another development now in progress at the farm is 
the erection of a mule-driven cotton gin. 

As you can see, it will not be long before the living farm 
will be in working condition. I feel the farm will be a great 
asset to Kings Mountain State Park because many visitors 
will become aware of how our ancestors really lived. In this 
day of automation, many of us have forgotten the hardships 
of our pioneer fathers as they struggled to survive. 

It is hard to believe that less than a year ago the nursery 
was only in a planning stage. Now it is in the final completion 
stage. Since the erection of the fiber glass greenhouse, a 
lathe house has been completed and a work room has been 
built adjacent to a storage shed. The lathe house is an area 
where plants growing well in the shade are raised. The work 
room is an enclosed area where plants will be potted and 
cuttings will be made. About one thousand cuttings are made 
each week! Since the arrival of cold weather, the greenhouse 
is a pleasant place-to work in the early morning hours when it 
is too cold for much outside activity. We hope to be sending 
plants to other state parks by next fall. 

Winter maintenance work has begun at the park, and we 
have completed the roofing of several buildings. The 
renovation work at Camp Cherokee has been started, which 
includes new siding on the mess hall, insulation, rewiring, and 
a new ceiling. We are also planning to heat and insulate the 
cabins at the camp. After this work is completed, Camp 
Cherokee will be a much improved facility for the coming 
year. 

With the holiday season approaching, all of us at Kings 
Mountain would like to wish all of you a very Merry 
Christmas and a safe and prosperous New Year. 

LEW CATO 
Assistant Superintendent 

LANDSFORD CANAL STATE PARK — I was 
transferred here after completing training at Kings Mountain 
State Park. I was born in York, where I attended public 
schools, and later graduated from Clover High School. I met 
my wife Diane while in school. We have two lovely children, 
Charles, Jr. and Silvia and celebrated our sixth anniversary 
November 23rd. 

I really enjoy working here with Superintendent Brucke. 
We have done a lot of clearing on the nature trail and the 
Canal Trail plus the canal itself. Many park visitors inquire 
about restrooms, picnic facilities and a camping area, but we 
must do the very best we can with what we have. 

Come to Landsford Canal and explore its unique beauty! 

CHARLES P. LOVE 
Ranger 

SESQUICENTENNIAL STATE PARK — These tran
quil Autumn days make it a joy to have a job where one can 
work outside and revel in the glory of nature. I know that our 
mountain parks are beautiful, but even here in the midlands 
we have splashes of red, yellow, orange and brown that really 
sparkle in the sunlight and stand out brilliantly against our 
evergreen background of pine. The squirrels are busy storing 
acorns and our few hickory nuts. It reminds us that winter is 
just around the corner. I've spotted raccoon and opossum in 
the same persimmon tree three nights in the last week. Both 
fox and raccoon are seen in increasing numbers here at 
Sesqui. 

Along with this natural beauty we have the intermittent 
rain that is so necessary to make it all possible. Recently 
we've had enough to clog our drainage system with sand, 
leaves, etc. and we have been busy with shovels, sewer tape 
and water hoses. With this unscheduled task almost complete 
we will get back to our planned winter projects. We had the 
electric company remove their security lights and installed 
our own poles and "dusk to dawn" lights. Contractors tiled 
our restrooms in the old campground area and we are 
completing the project with new ceilings, paint and rain 
gutters. The old campground was almost full this past 
weekend. The State Fair was in full swing, the Carolina 
Gamecocks were playing Notre Dame and President Ford 
visited the Fair and the game. 

Gus and Dot Krajcik just returned from a vacation in 
Illinois. The trip was almost ruined by an accident. One car 
hit them from the rear, knocking them into the car ahead. 
Another car hit the car behind them and they were struck 
again. Their car was badly damaged but fortunately no one was 
injured. We are very thankful to have them back, safe and 
sound. 

The Sesqui Training Center was the scene of a surprise 
party in honor of retiring Superintendent Wallace Brock, of 
Dreher Island State Park. The surprise came early when 
"Waliy" almost stepped on the cake that Freddie Parkman 
had hidden on a spiral staircase! "Wally" was presented a 
plaque in recognition of his contributions and diligent service 
in the developmental stages of the park. We wish Wally the 
best of everything in retirement and hope to see him and his 
wife Jay frequently. 

Our heartiest congratulations and welcome to Bob 
Parrish who succeeds Wally as Superintendent at Dreher 
Island. 

Happy Thanksgiving Everyone! 

J I M  M E A D O R S  
Superintendent 
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Firewood 

A HOT SUBJECT 
f* (e 
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There is something about sitting by a blazing fire 
that man finds both relaxing and comfortable. We are 
stirred by the mystery of fire as it holds our silent 
attention. Perhaps our fascination with fire is inherited 
from some ancient ancestor who would come in from 
the hunt to relax by a fire shared by family and friends. 

Everyone seems to enjoy a glowing fire but few 
people today know how to build and maintain a good 
fire. When starting a fire think small and in fire building 
circles this means to use tinder. Tinder is what you put 
the match to and it can consist of paper, dry leaves or 
grass, bird nests, or bark from some trees such as red 
cedar. If none of these are available, tinder can be 
made by cutting slivers of wood with a knife or ax. 
Next, we add some fast burning wood or kindling to 
develop a bed of coals with sufficient heat to keep the 
fire burning. Kindling may consist of small limbs or 
small pieces of split pine. Note, the heart wood from 
old pine stumps can be used as tinder or kindling. You 
are now ready to place the large logs on the fire. If you 
are using a fireplace the bigger logs should be placed 
to the back as they will burn better and they will not 
block the heat radiated by the coals. 

There is quite a difference in the burning qualities 
of woods, and for fire building purposes trees may be 
divided into three groups: 

The soft woods (such as pines) can be used for 
short, quick burning fires. They are good for starting 
fires but most of these produce a lot of smoke and 
create soot in a chimney which can be a hazard. 
Another hazard of some of the soft woods is the 
tendency to throw sparks. 

Hardwoods such as the oaks, hickories, and 
maples make long-lasting coals with little smoke so 
they are good for heating and cooking. Hardwoods 
burn best if they are cut at least a year before they are 
used. 

Green woods, such as white ash, beech, and 
shagbark hickory burn as well green as dry. Green 
woods will not burn as well in the spring as they will 
contain more sap at that time. 

Four of the best woods for producing heat are 
black locust, shagbark hickory, haphornbeam, and 
white oak, while four of the worst are basswood, white 
pine, black willow, and hemlock. 

Although split wood requires extra work, it makes 
a better fire. Use extra caution when splitting green 
wood with a steel wedge as the wedge will occasionally 
"spring" out of the wood with much force. Allen Harris 
(retired ranger at Lee State Park) would place some 
sand around the wedge to keep the wedge from 
becoming a projectile. Allen would always split a block 
from the blossom end, as it seemed to split better than 
from the butt end. 

Please use some discretion as to where and what 
you cut as you gather your wood. Leave a few dead 
trees for the woodpeckers and a few hollow trees for 
the squirrels. 

Enjoy your fire and remember that the man who 
cuts his own wood is twice warmed. 
JOE F. WATSON 
Chief Naturalist 
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Coming Events at South Carolina State Parks 
For additional information, contact the Division of 

State Parks, Suite 113, 1205 Pendleton Street, 
Columbia, South Carolina 29201 or telephone (803) 
758-3622. All of these events are being planned and 
sponsored by the State Parks' Program Section. Other 
events occurring at state parks will be listed in future 
issues as information about them is forwarded to the 
editor of Park Lites. 

January 29, 1977 and February 5, 1977 
Mid-Winter Bird Count 

Interested parties will meet to gather data on birds in fourteen 
state parks. 

February 9 and 10, 1977 
Children's Play Areas: Planning, Design, and Construction 

A workshop geared to meet the needs of local recreation 
agencies, schools, commercial interests and day care centers. 

Santee State Park, Santee, S. C. 

March 4-6, 1977 
Hickory Knob Bass Fishing Seminar 

Hickory Knob State Resort Park, McCormick, S. C. 

March 26-28, 1977 
The Great Get Away 

A weekend of fun and instructions in photography, tennis, bass 
fishing, crafts, canoeing, trail rides and much more. 

Hickory Knob State Resort Park, McCormick, S. C. 

April 2 and 3, 1977 
BROOM IV Orienteering Meet and Workshop 

Sponsored by Furman University and hosted by S. C. Division of 
State Parks. 

Kings Mountain State Park 

April 16, 1977 
Blue Grass Music Festival 

Oconee State Park, Walhalla, S. C. 

April 16 and 17 and April 23 and 24, 1977 
Wildflower Weekend 

Field trips and slide presentations conducted by professional 
botanists on South Carolina's beautiful wildflowers, taking 
place in 18 state parks and natural areas. 

May 14, 1977 
Spring Hoedown and Clogging Festival 

Oconee State Park, Walhalla, S. C. 

September 4, 1977 
Chester State Park Field Archery Tournament 

Chester, S. C. 

September 16-18, 1977 
Atalaya Arts and Qrafts Festival 

Huntington Beach State Park, Murrells Inlet, S. C. 

October, 1977 
Table Rock Trek III 

A workshop on backpacking and other outdoor skills. Includes 
an overnight hike on beautiful Table Rock and Pinnacle 
Mountains. Date to be announced. 

Table Rock State Park, Pickens, S. C. 

Table Rock Trek participants pause for a view from the top of Table 
Rock Mountain. This event has been held for the past two years, and is an 
example of a program best suited for a limited number of persons. 
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Spreading The Word 
Some of you may remember the old "Spark-

plugger" and a few of you may go back to the original 
"Sparks from the Parks." Communications from the 
field and the written interchange of ideas have taken a 
giant step since the late sixties. This step forward is 
the sole result of the leaps and bounds taken by our 
editor, Dana Sawyer. The "old fossil," as he is known 
to his daughters, continues to cover his office wall with 
awards and certificates, the most recent presented by 
the Southeastern Outdoor Press Association for one 
of his Park Lites editorials. (See related article 
elsewhere in this issue. Ed.) 

Of course, he has had a little help from his growing 
list of "Scribes," including Jim Meadors, Glenn Far, 
Bud Klein, Kenneth Kolb and Lee Jordan. However, it 
takes more than help to produce the end results, and 
anyone who reads this newsletter/magazine soon 
recognizes and appreciates the professionalism in
volved. 

The next time that you see the "Fossil," give him a 
pat on the back! (Please exercise extreme caution . . . 
fossils are fragile and break easily!) 
ROBERT J. PAPENFUS 
Programs Coordinator 

HOW BIG IS BIG? 
It has been said that the best program is no good if 

no one is there to enjoy it. On the other hand, having 
terrific attendance is not a sure indication that a 
program was successful. It only means that the 
program was probably promoted well. 

The American Way has been to do everything with 
a splash. "Big" has been regarded as synonymous with 
"good" so much that it is difficult to believe otherwise. 
Many of our summer programs are somewhat 
dependent on large crowds for their success. Square 
dances are more fun with a large group. A good 
program of stunts and skits can be enjoyed by a full 
house. 

But the success of many programs is just as 
dependent on the personal contact that is possible 
only when dealing with smaller groups. Fifteen 
participants is more than enough for a program of 
crafts. Nature walks rely heavily on close personal 
communication. 

Why not plan programs for the purpose of 
attracting the largest number possible? Because one of 
the goals of programs in South Carolina State Parks is 
to provide the participant with an experience that is 
characteristic of a park setting and is not readily 
available in his "neighborhood." Outdoor education/ 

recreation programs are frequently effective only in 
smaller groups. 

This applies also to the special events that have 
been conducted and are being planned for state parks. 
It is pleasing to know that there is a tremendous 
demand for backpacking programs, but anything over 
forty participants causes the program to lose its 
effectiveness. The same applies for wildflower walks 
with over twenty participants. 

For fishing seminars, arts and crafts festivals, 
clogging festivals — fill the house. 

A happy medium needs to be struck in planning 
programs for large groups or small groups. Hopefully, 
when the park visitor leaves the park, he will 
remember that many programs were planned for him 
and he will have a good impression of the park. But he 
will especially remember the programs in which he was 
more than a spectator. 

The quality and success of each program is 
determined by a number of intangibles, but the 
program content is a much better gauge than the 
number of participants. 
DAN TURPIN 
Chief of Recreation 

Page 26 Park Lites 



New Personnel 
Edward R. Ball 
Brian E. Cassie 
Angela Cook 
Charles J. Geilfuss, III 
Charles E. Haselden 
Ewart C. Irick 
Daniel B. Pascoe 

Info. Clerk I 
Hist. Res. Coord. II 
Hotel Desk Clerk 
Ranger II 
Trades worker I 
Ranger I 
Ranger I 

CTL 
Central Office 
Hickory Knob 
CTL 
Myrtle Beach 
Santee 
Edisto Beach 

Promotions and Transfers 
From To 

Merl Rhodes Supply & Property Officer, Central Office Canteen Manager I, Myrtle Beach 
Roger Dale Vissage Ranger Trainee, Oconee Ranger I, Lynches River 

R. E. Galloway 
Jerry D. Garrison 
Verbenna C. Heyward 
Thomas Hicks 
Daniel G. McCall 
Kenneth Robinson 
Jerry Smith 

Resignations 
Ranger I Hickory Knob 
Ranger I Cheraw 
Info. Clerk I CTL 
Canteen Mgr. I Myrtle Beach 
Trades Helper Field Maintenance 
Ranger I Rivers Bridge 
Ranger I Lynches River 
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All About Moving . . . 

The Sawyer family moved twelve miles from West 
Columbia to the Irmo section north of Columbia this 
past October. Whether a family moves across town or 
across the nation, the event is both traumatic and 
backbreaking! Children are more apt to have difficulty 
adjusting to a new environment, new school, and new 
friends while Mom and Dad have even more difficulty 
adjusting to working into the wee hours of the morning 
to accomplish the million little details and tasks that 
must be performed. 

Let me tell you about another twelve-mile move 
that took place some forty~years ago! William B. Steele 
was working with the Civilian Conservation Corps at 
Lee State Park during the mid-thirties. As the park's 
first superintendent, he was occupied with basic 
clearing and similar groundwork. The park residence 
was finally completed and ready to be occupied, so it 
was time for Steele to move his family from Hartsville. 

Steele, his wife and daughter made the twelve-mile 
move from Hartsville to the park in one trip, carrying 
what few possessions they owned in their arms! Steele 
was able to handle the larger share of the "load," since 
he was pushing a bicycle . . . the only vehicle that they 
owned! 
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We often complain about hard times, yet many of 
us don't know the meaning of the words! 

What a dramatic change has taken place in the 
ever-increasing mobility of our population within the 
past few decades! A couple of generations ago, the 
majority of people in this country lived their entire lives 
without getting much further away from home than 
"down the road a piece." Food, clothing and the other 
necessities of life were grown or made at home, so 
there was little need to travel "to the other side of the 
mountain." 

Colonists from the British Isles . . . pioneers moving 
West . . . these people were searching for new 
homelands, not weekend retreats or vacation spots. 
Increasing mobility applies not only to our places of 
residence, but to our occupations as well. The average 
worker will change jobs five, six or more times during 
his career. The older generation of Americans will 
more likely have lived and worked longer periods of 
time in fewer places. 

My father graduated from Dartmouth College in 
1924 and went to work for Concord Lumber Company 
a few months later. Fifty-two years later he is still 
working for that same company! With the exception of 
trips in recent years to visit his sons and their families, 
my parents have stayed close to their home in 
Concord, New • Hampshire. 

In contrast, a member of the Irmo High School 
Band rang our front door bell yesterday. He was taking 
orders for fruit as part of a project to raise money to 
finance a trip for the band to Mexico City. Many high 
schools and colleges offer courses that include travel 
to distant states and foreign countries as a part of the 
curriculum. Many young people that I have talked with 
recently have had the opportunity to travel to foreign 
countries, while youngsters a few generations ago 
never got past the next farm a few miles down a wind
ing dirt road! 

Our changing perspective and way of life have 
created a new industry or business enterprise that 
includes travel, tourism, recreation, leisure and other 
similar interests. Untold thousands of people in this 
country alone earn their living working in this broad 
spectrum, and the trend toward shorter work weeks 
and increased travel will contribute toward developing 
this "leisure industry." 

People today want to travel down that dirt road 
until it leads to a paved road, a city and a nearby 
interstate highway. They want to see what lies beyond 
that next farm! These are the people that we deal with 
every day as tney visit our state parks in ever-
increasing numbers. 

The great-grandfather of that fellow from Montana 
camping with his family at site #23 probably never 
ventured ten miles from his home, but he obviously 
found peace and contentment in a different manner. 

"Peace and contentment" are two qualities of life 
that all of us search for in many different ways. In the 
midst of the maddening pace of this holiday season, I 
wish you success in your quest for peace and 
contentment. 

Dana Sawyer received an award at the Annual Meeting of the 
Southeastern Outdoor Press Association, held recently at 
Somerset, Kentucky. 

Sawyer, an honor graduate of Newberry College, class of 1961, 
is employed as Information and Education Officer with PRT's 
Division of State Parks. One of his editorials in Park Lites, a 
quarterly news publication for state park employees, was selected 
for a runner-up award in the "Best Magazine Article" category of 
the organization's "Excellence of Craft" awards. 

Sawyer is a native of Concord, New Hampshire and has worked 
in the public relations field for the past sixteen years. He and his 
wife, the former Lynette Martin of Newberry, and their daughters 
Julie and Laurie reside at 112 Bishopgate Road, Columbia. 

S.E.O.P.A. is an organization of some 112 professional outdoor 
writers residing in the southeastern states. (Ed.) 
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Naturalists from nine states gathered at Litchfield Beach for the Association of 
Interpretive Naturalists (AIN) Southeast Regional Workshop. This October meeting was 
hosted by South Carolina State Parks and was designed to show off the South Carolina 
coast. Representatives from the National Park Service and the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
presented a session on interpreting the seashore. Other learning sessions dwelt on outdoor 
photography, oceanography and sa|t marshes. Field trips were conducted at Huntington 
Beach State Park and Hobcaw Barony. 


