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From The Director 

The approaching summer season promises to be 
one of great challenge for our state park sys
tem, for the following reasons: 

1. Attendance should reach an all-time high. 
Usage of facilities will be taxed to the utmost, 
therefore routine maintenance is all-important. 

2. Park visitors are continuing to expect high 
quality of facilities and service. This must be ac
complished at a time when budgetary require
ments dictate that all expenditures be kept to an 
absolute minimum. 

Two things that will go a long way to insure 
the success of your operation this summer are 
cheerful smiles and friendly words from your 
park personnel as they deal with park visitors 
each day. I know from experience that the days 
are long and the tasks to be accomplished are 
many, but the results are certainly well worth the 
trouble. 

What are these results, and how do they make 
themselves visible? They are seen in the many 
complimentary letters that come across my desk. 
They are also seen in the kind words that park visi
tors leave with you. They are also expressed as 
park visitors tell their friends and neighbors 
about the wonderful time (and the cheerfulness 
of the personnel) at South Carolina state parks. 

Let's all be sure that visitors to South Carolina 
state parks get two things that don't cost a penny 
. . . cheerful smiles and friendly words! I am re
minded of the story about a service station at
tendant who said to a customer: "Here comes an
other I.W.W. customer." "What's that?" the pa
tron asked. "A motorist who only wants infor
mation, Wind and Water," replied the attendant! 

Many of our state park visitors may be in the 
I.W.W. category, but each and every one deserves 
the best attitude that our park personnel can pre
sent. 

no. 
RAY M. SISK 
State Park Director 

Note: Mr. E. R. Vreeland, former state park di
rector, has undergone three major operations re
cently, and on March 19 his left leg was ampu
tated below the knee. He is presently a patient 
at Richland Memorial Hospital, Room 709, and 
would certainly appreciate a visit or a telephone 
call at 765-6431. Cards and other written mes
sages may be sent to Mr. Vreeland in care of the 
hospital, or to his home address (Route 1, Box 
155-C, Gilbert, South Carolina 29054). All of us 
in the State Parks Division wish him well. 

Many of you field personnel have already 
heard about the death of Ralph L. Schumpert, one 
of our Maintenance Supervisors. Ralph passed 
away on March 26 and was buried on March 28. 
Quite a few of us from the Central Office and 
various parks attended the funeral. Ralph will be 
remembered as one of the most dedicated em
ployees we have had. His pleasant smile, daily 
jokes and superb cooking ability will be sorely 
missed. The entire Division of State Parks ex
tends sympathy to the members of his family. 

Larry Bryson, Director of the Missions Department, S. C. Baptist 
Convention, presents an award to PRT; accepted by Commission 
Chairman Dwight A. Holder while State Parks Director Ray Sisk 
observes. PRT cooperates with the state Baptist organization and 
other state and local associations desiring to provide chapel serv
ices and other supporting activities for state park visitors. 
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Cheryl Ann Swanson 

Cheryl Ann Swanson, a junior at Furman Uni
versity, was named Miss South Carolina State 
Parks for 1976. She was presented by State Parks 
Director Ray M. Sisk to members of the Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism (PRT) Commission at the 
January commission meeting. 

PRT Commission Chairman Dwight A. Holder 
of Pickens greeted the new state parks queen and 
presented her with an official South Carolina 
blouse, an engraved traveling case and other Pal
metto State mementos. 

Miss Swanson is representing South Carolina 
State Parks and the Department of Parks, Recre
ation and Tourism (PRT) at various functions and 
activities throughout the year. Her first official 
act was assisting Gov. James B. Edwards with the 
state cabin drawing on February 19. 

The new parks queen is the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. William H. Swanson of Yampon Circle, 
Long Bay Estates, Myrtle Beach. She was born 
in Greenville and lived there before moving to 
West Palm Beach, Florida and then to Myrtle 
Beach. 

Miss Swanson is 20 years old, 5'6" tall and has 
light brown hair and hazel eyes. At Furman Uni
versity she is a Christian Educator major inter
ested in counseling and she is also a Yates Scholar. 

She is a graduate of Socastee High School at 
Myrtle Beach and was also a national merit 
scholar, valedictorian of her class, a cheerleader 
and Miss "Black and Gold" among her many hon
ors. 

Her hobbies include reading and writing poetry, 
collecting fossils on the beach, needlepoint and 
volley ball. 

She will graduate from Furman University in 
1977 and plans to study in Turkey and the Holy 
Land. This summer she plans to teach comparative 
religion and "Drama in the Church" at Myrtle 
Beach's First Methodist Church and work in her 
father's store. Her parents own and operate a jew
elry shop at the Gay Dolphin Gift Cove in Myrtle 
Beach, where they specialize in hand-crafted jew
elry using shark's teeth and other similar items. 
Her father is known widely by his nickname of 
"Trader Bill!" 

Miss Swanson also plans to visit many state 
parks during the remaining months of her reign 
to assist with special events and planned pro
grams. 

..Furman University 

Student Chosen 

"Miss South Carolina 

State Parks" 
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' PROFILES ' 
PARK 

ERSONALITIES 
Members of any family need to take the time to know each other. This 

will be a continuing feature in future issues of PARK LITES as we feature 
two persons from each district . . . one a superintendent and the other be
low the rank of superintendent. We hope that each of you will enjoy 
reading about some of your fellow park employees. One of these days, 
when you least expect it, don't be surprised if I approach you at your 
park and say . . . "smile . . . you'll be in the next issue of PARK LITES!" 

Featured in this issue . . . District I—Van Stickles, Superintendent, Hunt
ington Beach; Frank Couch, PMA, Hunting Island. District II— Kurt 
Becht, Superintendent, Little Pee Dee; James Washington, Ranger, Poin
sett. District III—Eddie Miller, Superintendent, Paris Mountain; Jim By-
num, Ranger, Oconee. District IV—Ted Williams, Superintendent, Chester; 
Lewis Cato, Assistant Superintendent, Kings Mountain. 

VAN STICKLES—Van claims to be a native of Con
necticut, but he was actually born in Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire and lived there for one year before moving 
"south." However, he quipped that PRT could only put 
up with one person from the Granite State, thus his adop
tion of Connecticut! (Editor Sawyer is a native of Con
cord, New Hampshire.) The Stickles family moved further 
south in 1965 to Abbeville, where Van graduated from 
high school prior to enrolling at Clemson University. He 
majored in Recreation and Park Administration, and par
ticipated in our summer intern program. Van was hired 
as Park Management Assistant at Myrtle Beach following 
graduation, and was promoted to Assistant Superintendent 
when a vacancy developed three months later. Another six 
months passed and Van was transferred to Huntington 
Beach, where he has been superintendent for the past 
two years. 

His wife, Linda is from Abbeville, where both sets of 
parents reside. She teaches a first grade class at nearby 
Pawleys Island. Both enjoy fishing, while Linda also reads 
and sews in her spare time. Van is Secretary-Treasurer 
of the Grand Strand BASS Masters, therefore most of his 
spare time is spent in his fully-equipped bass boat, of 
which he is obviously proud. 

Visitation at Huntington Beach really drops off after 
Labor Day, almost like turning off a water faucet, Van says. 
Many visitors to Atalaya ask about the possibility of re
storing it. Camping is on the upswing at the park as many 
people enjoy being on the fringe of the Grand Strand area. 
Others consider it "the last camping area going South." 
Singles and families camp together without any problems. 
The new boardwalk and crabbing pier are extremely pop
ular, while the location of Brookgreen Gardens seems to 
be a tremendous drawing card for the park. 
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FRANK COUCH—A native of Atlanta, Georgia, Frank 
graduated from Clemson's RPA program in 1975. He was 
an intern in 1974 and saw duty at N. R. Goodale, Oconee 
and Santee State Parks. Frank has been at Hunting Island 
since graduating from Clemson; he started as a Ranger I, 
but was promoted to PMA after one month. A bachelor, 
Frank reads a lot in his spare time, and particularly en
joys environmental publications. He has been dubbed the 
"official Hunting Island State Park bird watcher," an 
honor he obviously enjoys! He has seen mink, possums, 
herons, kingfishers and many other species of wildlife 
through his binoculars. 

An enthusiastic backpacker and hiker, Frank has samp
led trails as far west as Pikes Peak and as far north as 
New York (you might attempt Fifth Avenue at midnight, 
Frank! Ed.) He has hiked the Swamp Fox Trail, the en
tire Georgia Section of the Appalachian Trail and por
tions in North Carolina. He is a member of the National 
Wildlife Society, the National Wildlife Federation and the 
Wilderness Society. Most of his relatives live in Pickens 
County. 

He lumps visitors to Hunting Island State Park in two 
categories; summer and winter. Summer visitors try to 
cover too much territory in their short vacation; they flit 
about taking photographs to prove that they were there. 
Winter visitors, on the other hand, relax and really get 
to see the Island as it really is. These people, many from 
other states, appreciate the natural beauty and wildlife as
pects of the park. "One couple from Los Angeles stopped 
here to camp for two nights and stayed two months!" Frank 
said. 

As to the park work that he enjoys, Frank says, "I enjoy 
it all ... if I didn't, I wouldn't be here!" He does favor reg
istering campers in the evening, and he really loves Hunt
ing Island State Park! If you doubt it, ask him! 

KURT BECHT—Kurt grew up in New Jersey but moved 
to Columbia, South Carolina where he graduated from high 
school. His Dad is an Engineer with Uniroyal. He joined 
the park system after attending the University of South 
Carolina and was assigned to Cheraw State Park as a 
ranger. Eight months later he was transferred to N. R. 
Goodale State Park where he served as a ranger, and then 
was promoted to Superintendent. He is now Superinten
dent at Little Pee Dee State Park, where he lives with 
his wife Martha. She is a native of Columbia and met Kurt 
while he was a student at Carolina. 

Martha is a nurse at St. James' Hospital in nearby Dil
lon. She enjoys sewing and knitting in her spare time. 
Kurt likes to hunt, fish and play the guitar, and the two 
of them are taking square dancing lessons in Dillon. 

Kurt is enthusiastic about interest shown in the park 
by local citizens. "Most people in the area seem to know 
about the park," Kurt said, "and I have been receiving ex
cellent cooperation from local agencies and organizations." 
He has made the acquaintance of numerous "repeat cus
tomers" as traveling Yankees use Little Pee Dee for over
night camping on their trip South in the fall and north 
in the spring. Asked what he would like to see added at 
Little Pee Dee, Kurt mentioned additional picnic shelters 
and a community building. 
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JAMES WASHINGTON—One of the largest men in our 
park system (at 6'2" and 300 pounds)James has one of 
the most pleasant personalities and friendly smiles. He 
truly is a "gentle giant!" James and his wife Queenie live 
six miles from the park on a 130-acre farm, where they 
raise soybeans, corn and hogs. The Washingtons have five 
children, two girls and three boys. Three are living at 
home, one is attending South Carolina State College and 
one is married and living on the farm. 

James has been at Poinsett since 1942, and has worked 
under eight superintendents in that 34-year period! He 
recalls when they had ten campsites for tent campers 
(the only kind of campers back in those days!) Swimming, 
picnicking and fishing were popular and local people used 
to frequent the "Tea Room," a small restaurant located in 
the same area that today houses the interpretive center. 

Washington said that the park was pretty quiet in 
the wintertime, but that in recent years Shaw Air Force 
Base personnel have visited the park year-round. He added 
that people seem to get along better with one another 
these days. "You can reason with them better," he added. 
He enjoys fishing and farming when he's not working, and 
confesses that he puts away a lot of Queenie's good home 
cooking! 

Washington enjoys doing everything at the park, but 
particularly enjoys cutting wood and grass. "Queenie and 
I have been busy raising a family and haven't done much 
traveling," he quipped. They hope to visit relatives in 
Washington, D.C. in the near future. Washington favors 
the mountains and therefore enjoys the mountain-like 
setting of Poinsett State Park. 

Poinsett is like home to me," he exclaimed, Judging 
from the big smile that spread across his face, I knew 
that he meant it! Improvements at Poinsett that he would 
like to see are additional playground equipment and more 
parking facilities during the summer. 

EDDIE H. MILLER, SR.—A native of Tennessee, the 
Miller family moved to Columbia, South Carolina when 
Jim was five years old. He has been with the park system 
for thirty years, beginning in 1946 when he was a Ware
houseman with the State Forestry Commission in Sumter. 
He was promoted to Assistant Property and Supply Officer 
and in June 1949 went to Paris Mountain State Park. The 
climate must have agreed with him, because he's been 
there ever since! 

Eddie's wife Lillian is a native of Fort Motte. She works 
at Belk-Simpson's in the marking room. The Millers have 
four children: Eddie, Jr. is a salesman in Greenville; Bobby 
is a mechanic in Greenville; Betty is married and also 
makes Greenville her home, while Chris is a star football 
and basketball player at Wade Hampton High School. Ed
die is also very proud of his four grandchildren! 

Eddie has worked under four state park directors, while 
five park superintendents and one district superintendent 
have put in their time at Paris Mountain. Miller recalled 
that there was no entrance gate at the Greenville park 
when he arrived in 1949. "The first thing I did after I 
unpacked my bags was to erect a gate at the park en
trance," Miller said! The park was strictly a day use 
area in the early fifties, as there was no camping at that 
time. The first camper was a man from Yankeeland that 
slept in his Packard in the parking lot near a restroom! 

Miller recalls the hours spent looking for youngsters 
lost on Paris Mountain and the bivouac maneuvers from 
Donaldson Air Force Base as unusual experiences. He 
used to fish but now enjoys watching football and basket
ball on TV. The Millers own four acres near the park, and 
they plan to live there after Eddie retires. 

"Our kids loved park life," Miller said, "and they visit 
us often with their families." He added that a state park 
is one of the greatest places in the world to raise a family. 
His children obviously agree with him! 
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JIM BYNUM—Jim should feel right at home at Oconee 
State Park, since his people are from the Mountain 
Rest area, just a few miles down the road! He has been 
at Oconee for the past nine years after two years in the 
Army, four years on construction work and fourteen years 
at a Clemson textile mill. Marshall Waldt, Jim's brother-
in-law, got him interested in park work. "My wife and I 
used to visit Marshall at Kings Mountain when he was sup
erintendent there," Jim said, "and that's when I became 
interested in working at a state park." His wife Sara is 
from nearby Walhalla. 

The Bynums own thirty-two acres just three miles from 
Oconee, where they plan to live in their retirement years. 
A recent tornado took the roof off the house, but "good 
neighbors" helped him put on a new one. His son, James 
Jr. is married and lives on the property while a daughter 
lives at home and attends Walhalla High School. She 
plans to attend Tri-County TEC after graduation. 

Jim enjoys meeting park visitors from different states 
and agrees with Eddie Miller that a state park is a great 
place to bring up a family. 

He mentioned that Oconee State Park gets a tremendous 
number of "repeat customers." "People enjoy themselves 
here," Jim said, "so they keep coming back whenever 
they have the time." He added that people from the sur
rounding towns really support the park and its activities. 
"Our square dances attract as many people from nearby 
towns as it does from campers and cabin users, he re
marked. 

His one wish was answered when the new recreation 
building was completed earlier this year. "All of us had 
that at the top of our lists," he quipped! 

Jim enjoys carpentry, fishing, boating and doing tune-up 
work on cars in his spare time. (A recent letter from H. L. 
Maguire, North Augusta Department of Public Safety, 
gave evidence as to Jim Bynum's mechanical ability and his 
concern for park visitors . . . "Upon our arrival at Oconee 
the oil pump on our car went bad and Ranger Bynum took 
time from his busy schedule to take me to Walhalla in 
his personal vehicle to get a new oil pump. He also gave 
me additional assistance in removing the old one and in
stalling the new one. He was very courteous and helpful 
although 1 know I was a "pain in the neck." Please extend 
my deepest thanks and gratitude to Ranger Jim Bynum." 
Ed.) 

TED WILLIAMS—Ted and his wife Debbie are both 
natives of Pendleton. She transferred to Clemson after 
one year at Winthrop College, and they both graduated 
in 1973. She is teaching a special education class at an 
elementary school in Chester. Ted was a R.P.A. major at 
Clemson and participated in our intern program one 
summer. He became the PMA at Table Rock after grad
uating from Clemson, was promoted to Assistant Super
intendent and came to Chester as superintendent in May 
1974 when Clarence Doster retired. 

Both Ted and Debbie enjoy hunting for deer and fish
ing for bass. They have visited most of the state parks, 
but enjoy Chester "just fine!" Ted mentioned that there 
is a great deal of family activity at the park. Camping 
clubs both from this state and from the Charlotte area 
hold campouts quite frequently. Four or five family re
unions per day are scheduled during the summer months. 
He noted that many campers seem to prefer the old 20-
site camping area, but the popularity of the new area has 
picked up since the trees between the area and the lake 
have been cleared. 

Chester State Park also attracts its share of campers 
bound for Florida. "We have quite a few that stop here 
several times each year," Williams said. 

Retired Chester Superintendent Clarence Doster stops 
by occasionally to see how things are progressing. "Sev
eral people in the area have asked me if I can fix barbe
cue," Ted said, "and I just shake my head and send them 
to see Clarence!" 
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LEW CATO—A native of Clemson, Lew graduated from 
the "hometown university" in 1971 with an R.P.A. degree. 
He interned one summer with the city recreation depart
ment in High Point, N. C. His wife Pam, a 1975 Clemson 
graduate, calls Clover home. 

Lew started at Kings Mountain and has worked his way 
around and right back where he began! From his PMA po
sition at Kings Mountain, Lew became Assistant Super
intendent at Myrtle Beach, then PMA at Cheraw and back 
to Kings Mountain, where he is the Asssitant Superinten
dent! (I understand that he holds the world's record for 
packing and unpacking suitcases! Ed.) 

Pam teaches first grade in nearby Clover, and enjoys 
sand painting and terrariums in her spare moments. Lew 
has built a small greenhouse behind his park residence, 
and many of his leisure moments each day are spent "mess
ing with his plants." He's always enjoyed that sort of 
thing, and took a couple of horticulture courses at Clem
son. He's also interested in farming and likes to hunt for 
quail, deer and ducks. He likes to work with the group 
camps at Kings Mountain, and lists Cheraw as his fav
orite park. Another of Lew's hobbies is in refinishing an
tiques, although he doesn't confess to owning any prize 
pieces. "I just like old things," he said. 

Lew and Pam are active members of the Oakdale Pres
byterian Church, where they are constantly involved in 
some new project. "The word seems to get around when 
people find out that you aren't afraid of work," Lew said. 
(Supt. Lee Jordan must be slipping; Lew didn't mention that 
he and Pam have taken up square dancing! Ed.) 

Camping Fees Increased 
An increase in state park camping fees, recently 

approved by the Parks, Recreation and Tourism 
Commission, went into effect April 1, accord
ing to State Park Director Ray M. Sisk. "The in
crease was necessary to meet the rising cost of 
providing these facilities and needed additions," 
Sisk said. 

The year-round fee at all inland state park 
camping areas will be $4.25 per day per site. 
Sites at the four coastal state parks—Myrtle 
Beach, Huntington Beach, Edisto Beach and Hunt
ing Island—will be $4.25 from September 1-March 
31 and $6.25 from April 1-August 31. 

No advance reservations at state park camp
grounds are accepted, and one week is the maxi
mum stay. All sites have water and electrical 
hookups, picnic tables and grills. Comfort stations 
in camping areas have hot and cold water, toilet 
facilities and hot showers. Free trailside camping 
is available only at Keowee-Toxaway State Park, 
located at Lake Keowee off S.C. 11. 

South Carolina's state park system has 2,441 
camp sites at 28 state parks. 
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District I 

EDISTO BEACH — Renovation work has been completed 
on two cabins by Ralph and Don Shumpert. They are to 
be complimented on a good job. Renovation work is un
derway in the old bathhouse to provide quarters for male 
and female employees. 

GIVHANS FERRY — The Dorchester County School 
for Retarded Children will be using the Park five days 
per week with over 100 children each day this summer. 
Camping and cabin use has increased considerably along 
with day use and revenue. 

HAMPTON PLANTATION — Bud Klein has just com
pleted a workshop behind his residence. This has been 
done with "scrounged material" and practically no cost 
involved. 

HUNTING ISLAND — The new Trading Post has been 
completed with shelving and stock is now being installed. 
The old trading post was moved via the beach and placed 
next to the Carpet Golf as a refreshment and souvenir 
stand. Renovation has been completed on three cabins 
this winter. T. M. Shuler and L. M. Kemmerlin are to be 
congratulated for a good job. An interpretive Kiosk is 
under construction at the lighthouse and will be well used. 

HUNTINGTON BEACH — A general cleanup and re
placing of all broken glasses and windowpanes has made 
Atalaya more presentable. Bids are being received for a 
nature boardwalk over the marsh terminating at Oaks 
Creek. Bids are also being taken for a boardwalk from the 
campground to the beach. 

MYRTLE BEACH — Work is underway on completing 
an additional sixty campsites and placing all electric lines 
underground. We also contracted with the S. C. Public 
Service Authority to place all primary service lines under
ground. The Fishing Pier remained open throughout the 
winter without any additional help. Clarine Turner doubled 
as office clerk (secretary) and pier operator in the morn
ing and a Ranger operated it in the afternoon. 

OLD DORCHESTER — An interpretive Kiosk is under 
construction. This will get much use as popularity of 
Old Dorchester increases. 

RIVERS BRIDGE — The Park crew is in the process 
of upgrading the electrical system as it is not adequate 
for the increased demands being placed upon it. 

I want to thank most men of my district for the jobs 
that you are doing and I want to assure you of my concern 
in trying to get a "fair shake" for you in working hours 
and other considerations which would be of benefit to 
you from a monetary standpoint. I am well aware of what 
good men mean to our Park system. 
NORMAN COOLER 
District I Superintendent 

CHARLES TOWNE LANDING, Janson Cox, Expo Park 
Manager — Mrs. Ferdinanda Waring cut the ribbon offi
cially opening the new addition to the wharf at Charles 
Towne Landing. The 97 foot extension was affectionately 
dedicated to Dr. Joseph I. Waring by the Landing Advisory 
Committee. 

The extension is based on research and a map furnished 
by Dr. Waring. Although no known documents describe the 
earliest period wharf at this location, it was determined 
that this "newer" wharf would have been located on or 
near previous docking facilities. The Landing employees 
constructed the wharf to approximately half the length 
indicated on the early map. 

The sailing vessel "Adventure" has now been properly 
moored and a new boarding ramp is being installed. 
With the new extension, special attention was given to 
the handicapped visitors. Visitors restricted to wheel chairs 
are now able to view the vessel from all angles along the 
wharf. Camera buffs will also find the wharf a welcomed 
challenge. 

From the wharf visitors can easily view the length of 
Old Town Creek from Ghost Island to the Landing. The 
high ground across the creek was originally the Lord Pro
prietors Plantation. 

The wharf is the exclusive docking facility for the "Ad
venture," the only replica sailing vessel of the seven
teenth century maintained in sailing condition. The ves
sel has starred in numerous television and theater movies. 

We welcome Mike Stevens as our Public Relations Di
rector, replacing Pat Joyce, who resigned in December. 
Mike has transferred to the Landing from the Columbia 
office, where he was an assistant to Information & Edu
cation Officer Dana Sawyer. 

COLLETON STATE PARK, Harry G. Farr, Superin
tendent — It won't be long now until Spring will have 
sprung and activity in the park system will start picking 
up momentum. Picnicking has increased, but fishing is 
way off because the Edisto River has been out of its 
banks most of the winter. 

We have had a very cold winter and it has reduced 
outdoor activity in the park. Twice in recent weeks I 
have observed ice covering the water that backs up be
hind picnic shelter no. 2, and that is a rare sight in the 
Low Country! 

People are still going to Florida to escape the snow and 
ice up North. Hwy. No. 15 is just one steady stream of ve
hicles. There are times when you can't get in or out of 
the park unless someone stops to give you an opening. 
There have been a few minor traffic accidents in front of 
the park, but no one has been seriously injured. 
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Groundskeeper III Mike Hughes enjoys fresh water 
fishing, boating and other water sports. His wife Karen 
sews and the rest of her time is spent with their 15 month 
old daughter Sherri and her job at Sky City in Walter-
boro. 

My hobbies are hunting, fishing (fresh & salt) primitive 
camping and gardening. My wife Myra enjoys sewing and 
making her own patterns. She also goes camping with me, 
Smokie (German shepherd) and Sandy (14 year old Terrier) 
when we go up the river. Our favorite campsites are sand
bars along the water's edge. I finally got my deer the day 
before the season ended. I was sitting in the pouring rain, 
soaking wet from head to toe, but I kept my powder dry 
and it paid off. My next challenge is in the month of 
June when I go after those Fripp Inlet "JAWS". Like 
venison, shark steaks are delicious. Cooking is another 
hobby of mine. 

I just received confirmation from the College of Agri
culture Sciences, S. C. Crop Pest Commission, Plant Pest 
Regulatory Service, Clemson University, that I passed the 
exam to be a Certified Applicator of Restricted Use Pesti
cides (Category No. 3, Ornamental and Turf Pest control). 

We are looking forward to a good Spring and Summer 
season for the entire Park System and May God Bless 
You All is our prayer. 

EDISTO BEACH STATE PARK, Bill Bullard, Superin
tendent — Here we go again, coming to you from the 
beautiful isolated beach of Edisto Island. We have been 
so busy this winter that we have had very little time to 
enjoy the good life. Watching things slowly fall into place 
for the not too far away season is really rewarding and 
worth it all. 

I would like to introduce the Edisto family to those of 
of you who do not already know us. Cheraw, S. C. is my 
hometown and I departed there in June 1950, thanks to 
the Korean war. I spent twenty years in the Army and 
Air Force, retiring in July 1970. I joined the park family 
in May 1971 and have loved every minute of it. My hobby 
is talking and this is the right place for it! My wife Doro
thy is from Hartsville, S. C., and her hobby is sewing and 
taking care of the family. Our oldest son, Billy, is 17 and 
was selected to the High School "Who's Who" last year. 
Our son David is 15 and loves to hunt and fish. We have 
one daughter, Barbara, aged 14 and her hobby is boys! 
William E. (Rick) Turner is a graduate of East Tennessee 
State with a major in Psychology. Rick calls Greenville, 
S. C. home and his hobby is coin collecting and fishing. 
Rick's wife Diane is from Roanoke, Va., and they met 
while both were students at East Tennessee. They have 
one son, Kevin, aged 3. Diane's hobby also is sewing and 
taking care of the family. They are expecting their second 
child in May. Rick joined the Park family in September 
1974. 

William A. Norris (Al) joined us in June 1975. A1 is 
from Whiteville, N. C. and graduated from Southeastern 
College with an Associate degree in RPA. Al is the Island's 
most eligible bachelor and his hobbies are hunting and 
fishing. He recently joined the ever increasing convoy of 
CBers and spends a lot of his free time 10-4ing. I under
stand the "White Knight" is trying to pick up his handle. 

Smiling Wayne Purvis also joined the family in June, 
1975. Wayne is from Beaufort and cut his baby teeth in 
the surf at Hunting Island. His hobbies are surfing and 
all sports. His wife Kassie comes from a military family 
and she is a Hoosier from Indianapolis, Ind. Her hobbies 
are sewing and growing plants. She also is terrific at cre
ating art with sea shells. They have two children, Tracy, 
aged 5 and Paul, aged 2. 

We also have two temporary members of the family 
this winter, Ralph and Don Shumpert. Their presence will 
be readily recognizable this summer by our visitors as a 
result of their efforts to improve our facilities. Ralph's 
hobby is cooking and everyone is carrying around a few 
extra pounds as a result! Don's hobby is eating and clean
ing up pots behind Ralph. Since this will be the last Park 
Lites before the season I would like to thank Ralph and 
Don for all the help and guidance they have given us. 
We are very lucky to have them in our family. When the 
work day is over, we go home to the wife and kids. How
ever, they spend most of their time in park cabins and 
hotels, making our jobs much easier. 

Thanks to the new heated bathhouse in the campground, 
we are off to a good start on campers this year. With the 
rough surf, shell collecting has been unusually good. I 
have seen some of the best collections of conch shells 
ever. There have also been some excellent collections of 
fossilized sharks' teeth and mastodon bones. 

In the last issue of Park Lites, I mentioned the planned 
presentation of a Kentucky Colonel commission to Mr. 
Heyward Mathis of Chester, S. C. The response to my 
contacts with his camping friends was more than I could 
have expected. They came from five states, and made the 
Thanksgiving weekend and award dinner one of the most 
rewarding events in my life. Mr. Mathis, aged 71, is truly 
a most unforgettable person. His zest for living and his 
desire to help others leaves them with a much better out
look on life. 

Roll up your sleeves, practice on your smiles and get 
ready. By the time you read this, they will be here. I am 
speaking of our reason for being, the park visitor. They 
will be looking for someone to help them forget the frus
trating day-to-day madness for a few days. Our smiles, 
attitudes and response will make all the difference. 

Best wishes to all for a busy, fruitful and safe summer. 

GIVHANS FERRY STATE PARK, John B. Holloway, 
Superintendent — Here we are looking forward to spring 
and the anticipation of a host of visitors to our park. It 
has been a short winter in many respects due to the us
age at Givhans Ferry. As usual the weather can be rainy 
and cold and few visitors, then a few nice sunny days 
break through and they seem to come out of the wood
work. People really enjoy getting out here away from the 
noises of the city and enjoying what nature has to offer. 

We are getting quite a few picnic shelter reservations 
for spring and summer. We will have an unusual event 
taking place here in October. You will be hearing more 
about the Bi-Centennial fair for Dorchester County that 
is to be held here at the park and I hope you will make 
your plans to attend. It promises to be quite an affair. 

Congratulations are in order for Ranger Charles and 
Jean Cumbee. They are very proud expectant parents. 
Congratulations, Charles and Jean; we hope the best for 
you in October. Maybe you will get lucky and have twins! 
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HAMPTON PLANTATION STATE PARK, Bud Klein, 
Superintendent — "HOW RICH WE ARE" — As park 
employees how many of us have stopped and thought 
seriously of one of the greatest fringe benefits we enjoy 
by being in the system — that of being given the oppor
tunity to see, breathe, live, hear and love the abundance 
of Mother Nature and wildlife within our boundaries. To 
have all of this at our doorsteps day in and day out, in 
my opinion, is a joy and a continued incentive to appre
ciate being here and something that we alone have over 
our many visitors. 

For the benefit of employees that haven't had a chance 
to come to Hampton perhaps my version of this word pic
ture will be enjoyable — at least I hope so. The beauty, 
grandeur yet simplicity of Hampton's mansion, gardens 
and surrounding woodlands grows on a person. Of course 
the live oaks, old in age, enormous in stature and um
brella shaped limbs coming down to meet the ground in 
places, are always awesome and lovely to observe year-
round. This past December the Grisivold-Esheleman Ad
vertising Co. of Cleveland, Ohio, flew down here to do a 
filming of our Washington Oak for a showing this year in 
"Bicentennial Trees of America." They spent three days 
doing it and were hesitant to leave because of the enjoy
ment they were having viewing our area. This made me 
much more aware as I said earlier "How Rich I Am." 

The long avenue of American Holly was absolutely 
beautiful and vibrant with blush red berries, mixed with 
glossy dark green leaves and was something very few city 
dwellers get to enjoy. It is also in the woods surrounding 
my residence so there was no need for us to decorate 
for Christmas — nature did it for us. 

Quite a few of the camellias are beginning to bloom so 
nature is giving us another pleasure to enjoy. There is a 
never-ending supply of nature's handiwork here at Hamp
ton. Just beyond the gardens and a short stroll down the re
turn avenue of dogwoods is a small black cypress pond. 
Knotted cypress knees protrude above the water line and 
you can usually find one shaped somewhat like a chair. 
We often go there, find such a stump, sit and relax and 
within a short time get to visit with all kinds of wildlife 
either coming for a drink or just relaxing—deer, squirrels, 
raccoons and chukar quail. If you are quiet they don't seem 
to mind you invading their pond. This pond is along side 
the original carriage road and the first road to Hampton 
in earlier days. It was named "Pretty Woods Road," a 
most deserving name and ran through to nearby Rumley 
and Peachtree Plantations and into the King's Highway, 
the first road north from Charleston. 

I do hope I've presented a clear enough picture to en
tice some of you to visit us. In this time of budget cutting 
when one may be inclined to become discouraged at times 
I try using some self-analysis. Reminding us of the richness 
of this fringe benefit and making use of it works for us 
and apparently for our numerous guests who come 
periodically from near and far. They spend entire days 
doing just what we continue to enjoy — appreciating 
Hampton's beauty. 

PARK BUILDINGS 
Our state park system has a total of 1,239 buildings, 

according to information recently provided by Chief Nat
uralist Joe Frank Watson. Those with fifty or more build
ings include Cheraw, 110; Hamilton Branch, 99; Hickory 
Knob, 56; Hunting Island, 50; Kings Mountain, 138; Myrtle 
Beach, 54; Oconee, 51; Santee, 87 and Table Rock, 51. 

HUNTING ISLAND STATE PARK, Frank F. Couch, 
P.M.A. — Wintertime at Hunting Island is a world of peace 
and tranquility. Few sounds are heard except those of 
crashing breakers. Even the sun, outlining the rogue sand 
dunes, rises slowly and gently. The Park visitor is still 
here, but enjoying the resource in a different way than 
in summer. It may be the location or the activity or even 
the intensity, but the visitor is there. 

The beach has long been deserted by the summer's 
crowd. There are still a few beach walkers, or surfers, 
but they seem to enjoy themselves in a new way. Eliza
beth Aiken and Tony Santagati found a meaningful way 
to use the beach, being married on it by Rev. C. B. Byrd. 

Some of the intense summer's crowd have found the 
fishing lagoon a restful way to spend a winter's day. To 
play a five pound trout to the shore or catch a can full 
of spots is the life. 

New trading post (store) at entrance to 200-site camping area. 
Small building in foreground is the check-in station for campers. 

Even the Rangers and their families have a change of 
pace. With the less hectic days of summer behind them, 
they have time to get together. There is even time to 
enjoy pursuits from birdwatching to fishing. The Rangers 
don't have to face the registration of 200 campers, but can 
stop and spend more time with each visitor. 

With the days becoming longer and the weather im
proving, the summer is seen approaching. The sights of the 
cheerful crowds are looked forward to, but the peaceful 
ways of winter are never forgotten. 

Lush vegetation forms a picturesque backdrop for playground 
equipment at Hunting Island. 
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HUNTINGTON BEACH STATE PARK, Van Stickles, 
Superintendent — Everything we do this time of year is 
geared toward opening up for another season. We are all 
looking forward to this year's 15th annual Canadian-
American Days Festival from March 18-28. This is always 
a fun week with the only problems being Canadian quar
ters in the drink machines, and teaching our visitors to 
speak English! During this week Huntington Beach coop
erates with the Grand Strand Chamber of Commerce by 
offering tours of Atalaya on the park. Visitors to our old 
castle will notice some improvements and changes if they 
look hard enough! About 75 new windows were installed 
by the park crew, and extensive yard work was completed 
in the courtyard. All this, along with an excellent new 
brochure soon to be printed will obviously help to please 
most visitors. The "house" is open daily beginning June 
1st from 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., so stop by and see what 
we've been talking about all these years! 

The 126-site camping area is filling up as the "busy season" gets 
into high gear! 

Nature Corner 
SCORPIONS 

A fairly common arachnid to piedmont and midlands 
parks is the scorpion. Often found in darkened places or 
in open places at night, the scorpion feeds chiefly on in
sects and spiders. The sting of a scorpion may be quite 
painful but few cases of death have occurred in the south. 

CARPENTER BEES 
Carpenter Bees are a member of the Bee family. Unlike 

some bees, carpenters are not social, nest in the cavities 
of buildings, have a smooth abdomen, and do not sting. 
The carpenter bee resembles the bumblebee in color and 
size. Unlike the bumblebee, the carpenter bee does not 
pollinate flowers or produce honey. 

MYRTLE BEACH, Robert J. Turner, Superintendent — 
Our short winter is almost over and we will have to make 
way for the Canadian-American Days which begin March 
18. This is highly promoted along the Grand Strand as 
thousands of Canadians come South to enjoy warm wea
ther and the beach. We are hoping it will be warm this 
year. 

We would like to take this opportunity to welcome 
Bill Smith as our new PMA. He replaces Bob Wynn who 
resigned after Thanksgiving. Bill is from Hartsville. 

A welcome addition to our campground is a new circle 
of sixty campsites. We are also getting our old camp
ground rewired with all utilities underground. 

The park crew here has been busy painting buildings 
and shelters trying to get ready for the summer. It takes 
a lot of hard work and effort to keep a park maintained 
for the heavy use during the busy season. 

Wild lilies in front of the swimming pool complex at Myrtle Beach 
State Park usher in the Easter season. 

DADDY-LONG-LEGS 
The Daddy-Long-Legs or Harvestman is a common arach

nid found in wooded areas of most state parks. Often 
confused as a member of the spider family, the Daddy-
Long-Legs have an unsegmented abdomen while spiders, 
however, have a body strongly constricted in the middle. 
Although the Daddy-Long-Legs may appear dangerous, 
they are harmless to man. They feed on mites and small 
insects. 
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OLD DORCHESTER STATE PARK, Michael Reese, 
Ranger — We are getting ready for summer at Old Dor
chester. The Ranger's residence and shop look better 
since a new coat of paint has been applied. 

The park will be greatly improved by the Interpretive 
Kiosk between the Old Fort and picnic area. This building 
when completed will house artifacts depicting the rich 
history of our park and the role Old Dorchester played in 
South Carolina history. 

We have a new arrival at the park; Margie Rosa Reese, 
a 6 lb. 13 oz. girl, was born February 8. I am sure that 
Margie will adapt to park life as easily as the rest of 
my family. 

RIVERS BRIDGE STATE PARK, Jerry Price, Superin
tendent — This winter has seen fewer people using the 
park, but it has given us time to get a few things done. 
The restrooms in the camping area have been completely 

repainted, and we are about to start at the recreation 
building. 

Even though it has been cold and damp, the park has a 
unique kind of beauty and loveliness that I really appre
ciate. 

Now I would like to pass along some information about 
the families here at the park. 

Ranger Pete Davis is from Saluda and his wife Debbie 
is from Ninety-Six. They have two sons, Jason, who is 
three years and the newest member Jesse, who is six 
months old. 

Now for my family. I guess that I would claim Belton 
for my home. My lovely wife, Ursula is from Wiesbaden, 
Germany. We also have two children; our son Lynn is 
fourteen and our daughter Kelly-Jean is nine years old, 
and has a temper like her mother! 

If you are down our way be sure to stop in and see 
the park, which we think of as our pride and joy. 

District II 

AIKEN — Supt. West and Ranger Inabinet have been 
busy plumbing the bath house, rebuilding several bridges 
and docks along with the usual painting. Their work pro
gram seems to be coming along very well. 

BARNWELL — Supt. Ross and Rangers have been busy 
replacing signs and doing some painting. The many dances 
and parties in the community building keep the crew busy 
with clean-up. 

CHERAW — Supt. Adair and Crew are making good 
progress with their many projects. The cabin road is com
plete with the exception of some more work on the park
ing pads. This, I feel, is a big improvement. The crew 
has completed roofing several residences and some group 
camp buildings. Some painting has been done with much 
more to come. These projects and many more have been 
completed with many, many more before the summer 
starts. 

GOODALE — Supt. Fowler and Rangers have a full time 
job keeping the golf course trimmed. They have been do
ing some painting and other repair work. Ranger Ardis 
is temporarily assigned at Lee State Park, while Supt. 
Pressley is on sick leave. 

LEE — Supt. Pressley has been in the hospital for the 
last month but Ranger Creech has been doing some repair 
work and painting. Construction on the horse ring by the 
Lee County Horse Club is underway. 

LYNCHES RIVER — Supt. Nesbitt and Ranger Smith 
have been working on the boat ramp pad and underbrush-
ing for future development. They have also been doing 
some landscape work in the Dome area. 

POINSETT — Supt. Taylor and Rangers have been do
ing repair work to the bath house and cabins, replacing 
rotten boards, etc. Using materials from an old restroom 
that was torn down, the park crew constructed a paint 
house and utility building in the shop area. Painting and 
other projects have kept the park crew busy all winter. 

REDCLIFFE — Rangers Cobb and Jordan are kept busy 
cleaning the main house and mowing the grounds. They 
have been underbrushing the many roads throughout the 
park property and straightening up the implement sheds. 

SANTEE — Supt. Duncan and crew have been doing 
some roofing and repair work on the restaurant. At pres
ent, the park crew is hauling clay to build up the camp
ing pads in the 100 site area. They have replaced one 
sewer line in the Rondette area, painted several buildings 
and numerous other projects. 

WOODS BAY — Supt. Hargrove is working on a canoe 
trail and park boundaries. A new rest station should be 
constructed real soon so we can open the picnic area to 
the public. A new picnic shelter was constructed some 
months ago, so things are looking up for Woods Bay. 
H. W. CRAIG 
District II Superintendent 
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AIKEN STATE PARK, Marshall West, Superintendent 
— It is hard to believe that spring is here and before you 
know it summer will be here. The closer we get to sum
mer, it seems that more projects keep popping up and the 
further behind we get. With a couple of weeks of warm 
weather and no rain, Dave and I will get things finished 
on time. 

Speaking of Dave Inabinet, Ranger I at Aiken, for those 
of you who may not know him, let me introduce him to you. 
Dave has been at Aiken for almost twenty years. I am 
the thirteenth superintendent he has trained! He has raised 
nine children — six boys and three girls. All are married 
except one. Several of his children have worked at the park 
as lifeguards and park aides. Dave's hobbies are many 
and varied and he's usually working on some project. 
Some of his hobbies include gardening, bees, working with 
wood and bar-b-cueing. Dave built a log smoke house last 
year and has cured some very nice hams. Dave and his 
wife are very active in church work. Dave has qualities 
which are sometimes very hard to find — the ability to 
get along with anyone and an easy going way of life. 

BARNWELL STATE PARK, Bea Ross, Superintendent 
— Work at Barnwell State Park is slowly but surely get
ting done. The weather slowed us down some, but painting 
inside could be done. 

The Camp Fire Kickers returned in March for a week
end of square dancing and camping. 

In April—Solomon Blatt Day. The Governor, legislators 
and other dignitaries are planning to attend this affair. 

Parties have not been held as frequently since Christ
mas, but that usually happens this time of the year. Pal
metto Squares still have their square dance every other 
Friday night. 

CHERAW STATE PARK, Larry Adair, Superintendent 
— Last time I didn't tell you much about the people who 
make up our park family. I would like to take this op
portunity to do so. 

We have Mike and Nancy Jordan. Mike is Ranger II. We 
did tell you about Mike's wood-working hobby. He is do
ing quite well with it. He finished the butcher's table, 
made a work bench and stool and also made a birdfeeder 
for his backyard. Nancy is working toward a degree in 
history at Frances Marion College in Florence. She en
joys knitting as a hobby. 

Furnis Rogers is our Ranger I. His wife Helen is a house
wife. They both like to fish. She enjoys reading and 
hunting. They have two married daughters. 

Wayne Smith, our Ranger III likes to hunt and fish. 
His wife Kaye has some beautiful houseplants. They have 
three children; Scott 12, Keith 11, and Leslie 6. 

Kenneth Hance (PMA) enjoys playing tennis. 
My wife Ginny is a housewife and nurse. She likes to 

sew and enjoys keeping in touch with nursing by working 
part-time for the local hospital. We have two children, 
Tracy 13 and Timmy 5. 

Our use in the group camps has increased some this 
year. We had the Fox Field Trials in November and an
other one in February. Beagle Field Trials are going to 
be held here this month. 

N. R. GOODALE STATE PARK, Roger Ardis, Ranger — 
Everything keeps rolling on around here but a little slower 
and less often due to our trying to save our 20% on gas. 
So far our winter has been going along pretty well. Since 
we only had one project proposal approved we have had 
had a good deal of time to improve our existing facilities. 
We have done a great deal of pruning, so much that it took 

us a full day to go back and paint the scars left on the 
trees. We have hauled a great deal of topsoil into the 
backyard of the Supt.'s residence after clearing it off ear
lier this winter. It's really beginning to look good! On the 
real cold days we've had this winter we started painting 
our concession stand and bath house or dug up old stumps. 
That will certainly make a cold day seem a lot warmer! 
We've got the park looking pretty good, but there is still 
a lot more work to do. I hope you will stop by and take 
a look at the park if you're ever in this area. We're real 
proud of it and always glad to get to visit with other 
park families. 

LEE STATE PARK, James Creech, Ranger — My family 
consists of my wife, Brenda, a son and a daughter. James 
is 5 and Chasity is 2% and they keep my wife on the go! 

The Bishopville Chamber of Commerce held a banquet 
in the Community building and had Senator Strom Thur
mond as their guest speaker. The water was frozen in the 
Community building the night of the banquet, but the good 
Lord was looking out for us because the water was unthaw-
ed in time for Senator Thurmond to get a glass of water! 

Our winter projects have been keeping us busy. I have 
had the job of replacing the porch of the Rangers' Resi
dence and fixing the lifeguard cabin for Roger Ardis who 
will be helping me the next few months. Roger is from 
N. R. Goodale. 

Camping has been slow but we have had two Boy Scout 
groups camping with us. Fishing has been very slow due 
to the water running over on Loop Road. 

LITTLE PEE DEE STATE PARK, Kurt Becht, Superin
tendent — While Ranger Caulder and I have had no trou
ble keeping busy this winter, the onset of cold weather 
brought visitor activity nearly to a halt at Little Pee Dee. 
Most of our visitors stop only for a brief stroll from 
their cars and then quickly head back for warmer places. 
Hopefully, though, it won't be long before the pace of 
things pick up as the last few days brought the first 
promise of warmer weather and busier times to come. 

I guess we all should be thankful for a break once in 
a while, but after a slow winter a little more activity 
will certainly be a welcome sight. 

While many don't care to use the park during the 
winter months, a few of our visitors seem to become so 
involved in their activities that less than perfect weather 
becomes no bother to them. How lucky these few are who 
have found that the outdoors can be used for year round 
enjoyment. 

LYNCHES RIVER STATE PARK, Ed Nesbit, Superin
tendent — Our new year started off slow because of bad 
weather, however, whenever the weekends are pretty the 
local people come to picnic and let their kids play. Our 
picnic area is usually one half its normal size during the 
winter because of the annual flooding of the river, so it 
is just as well that our attendance is low. Since the in
stallation of the park signs on U.S. 52 our out-of-state 
visitation has increased considerably. Even though most of 
them are looking for a place to camp, many stay several 
hours to let their children play on the playground equip
ment. 

Square dance clubs are still the largest users of the 
community building, although several local politicians are 
making plans to use this facility for barbecues and rallies 
during the year. 

Our park has acquired numerous crepe myrtle bushes 
which were planted by the Lake City Garden Club. Our 
own Jerry Smith's picture was in the paper showing him 
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planting the first shrub in celebration of Arbor Day. We 
are sure these shrubs will enhance the beauty of the 
park for many years to come. 

Jerry and I have cut and removed all the timber at the 
boat launch site but due to the wet conditions (we were 
spending more time getting the tractor unstuck than 
working) we have suspended this project until dryer wea
ther. 

We are already having problems with erosion of the 
park entrance road which was paved in November. The 
Highway Department is rebuilding the road shoulders 
and trying to establish grass before it washes out again. 
This is one section of grass we will be glad to mow if it 
will hold the road together! 

POINSETT STATE PARK, James Taylor, Superintendent 
— Everything is fairly quiet on the home front at Poinsett. 
All of the park families enjoyed a pleasant holiday sea
son. We have had four camping clubs staying with us 
recently; all of them seem to have a wonderful time and 
pass out nice compliments about our park and the 50-site 
camping area. 

An 80-mile enduro was held February 1 in nearby Man
chester State Forest. An all-day rain didn't seem to hamper 
the participants, several of whom stayed in our cabins and 
camping area. 

We built a fence in front of the Superintendent's resi
dence, using cypress logs that were given to us. I think 
that it improved the appearance of the house 100%. 

REDCLIFFE STATE PARK, Gene Cobb, Superintendent 
— We have been spending a lot of time on the inside of 
the big house, and the floors are really looking good. 
We waxed and polished every piece of furniture in the 
house. We managed to get the roads in pretty good shape, 
then high winds put them full of trees again! 

We have really improved the appearance of the big 
house by underbrushing and general cleanup. However, we 
have ten times more to do! Mike Jordan and his wife 
Sandy are really enjoying Redcliffe and all of us are 
looking forward to the day when we can open Redcliffe 
to the public. 

(A check for $100,000 has been presented to the S. C. 
Parks, Recreation and Tourism Commission to establish 
the John Shaw Billings Memorial Endowment Fund. 

The fund will be used to provide perpetual annual sup
port for Redcliffe Plantation State Park in Aiken County. 
Billings donated the plantation to the state in 1973, but 
continued to maintain his residence there until his death 
last year. The $100,000 cash gift was specified in his will. 

Thomas O. Lawton Jr. of Allendale, executor of the 
Billings estate, presented the check to PRT Chairman 
Dwight A. Holder during a luncheon ceremony following a 
regular meeting of the PRT commission. Holder imme
diately gave the check to State Treasurer Grady L. Patter
son Jr. to activate the memorial fund. 

Redcliffe is a 351-acre plantation and manor home built 
in the 1850's by former Gov. James H. Hammond, grand
father of Billings. The home is representative of archi
tectural patterns of the South during the early and mid 
eighteenth century. There are eight miles of trails, old horse 
stables, two slave quarters, an old graveyard and a three-
acre pond.—Ed.) 

SANTEE STATE PARK, Larry Duncan, Superintendent 
— The weather at Santee, like most all of the parks, has 
been cold this winter. The lake has been low since about 
October, but has now begun to rise. We have prospects 
for excellent fishing as soon as the bass and crappie come 

into the shallow water for their spring spawning season. 
Two men staying in a rondette caught 60 black crappie in 
one day last spring! What made the catch so outstanding 
was that each fish weighed between 1% to 2 y2 pounds. 
Anyone that makes the effort can get his daily limit on 
Lake Marion in the spring. 

Park visitors eyeball new interpretive exhibits. 

We recently hosted the annual shindig of the Santee 
Bass Masters. The gathering was called a "Mill-in", but 
mill should have been spelled M-E-A-L. They spent 80% 
of their time cooking and eating. Meals included barbeque 
deer, fried deer dipped in mustard and wine, roasted oys
ters, chicken stew, and Santee stew. (In case you don't 
know, Santee stew is made up of shrimp, corn on the 
cob, and smoked sausage cooked together.) Oh yes, they 
even had a big pot of good ole butter beans. Frank White, 
"The Carolina Sportsman," attended the "Mill-in". 

WOODS BAY STATE PARK, George L. Hargrove, Sup
erintendent — Things here are slow and wet. Water in 
the bay rose 7 inches in only one month. The rains have 
also raised the water level in the millpond, covering up 
much of the growth and affording a very scenic sight. 

Bobby Altman was down the first of January and graded 
out the entrance road and a 40 car parking lot. Hopefully 
the Highway Department will complete this job for us. 

During the months of December and January bids were 
taken for the construction of a comfort station. This will 
enable us to open the park with all the necessary facilities 
for day use. 

The establishment of the park boundaries has finally 
been completed, leaving us with two main projects. They 
are landscaping the parking lot and entrance road, and 
completing the canoe trails. 

At this time there is only one park family at Woods 
Bay. My wife Nancy is a homemaker but is considering 
taking a course in cosmetology. We have two children, 
George, Jr., who will be 5 in May and starting school in 
the fall and Lori, who will be 2 in April. They enjoy de
stroying our home and fighting over each other's toys! 
My favorite hobby is riding my dirt bike through the sur
rounding woods. All three enjoy joining me whenever pos
sible with work in the park. They even helped me in the 
woods marking two miles of boundaries. 

We have all become a little country since our stay at 
Woods Bay. We recently butchered our first hog and 
did alright for beginners! We are also getting ready to 
plant our second garden, since last year's was such a 
success. 

At this time our attendance is down, but we expect 
it to pick up with warmer weather. So—ya'll come!! 
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State Park Programs . . . 

Now You See Them 
Now You Don't! 

State park attractions can generally be divided 
into two categories . . . some are tangible, while 
others are not. Items in the "tangible" category 
include vacation cabins, campsites, picnic areas, 
community buildings, swimming areas, play
ground equipment, trading posts, nature trails, in
terpretive centers, recreation buildings, carpet 
golf, boats . . . and the list goes on and on! 

Equally important but invisible park "drawing 
cards" include an ever-growing variety of pro
grams and organized activities. Two highly suc
cessful efforts reported in recent editions of 
PARK LITES include the missionary program 
and the organized recreation and nature programs 
conducted during the summer months. These ac
tivities have certainly been enthusiastically re
ceived and accepted by state park visitors, but 
another area of need is also receiving the atten
tion of the State Parks Division. 

For want of a better name, let's call them "spe
cial interest groups." Whereas the chapel pro
grams and organized recreation and nature pro
grams appeal to a broad spectrum of state park 
visitors, there is a similar need for programs ap
pealing to people with a particular interest . . . 
hiking, backpacking, fishing, outdoor photography, 
square dancing, nature appreciation, environ
mental awareness and orienteering, to name a few. 

Our past efforts in providing special interest 
programs have been highly successful. A work
shop and overnight hike . . . the Table Rock Trek 
. . . was well received last fall and may be re
peated this fall. Many fishing tournaments have 
been held at state parks . . . including the BASS 
Masters Classic, held at Hickory Knob State Re
sort Park in 1973. Square dancing has been a pop
ular activity at six or seven state parks for several 
years, and a recently-completed recreation build
ing at Oconee State Park will accommodate the 
huge crowds that come to Oconee to enjoy this 
form of recreation. 

Four programs are planned in April and May 
in an effort to attract some of these "special 
interest groups" to South Carolina state parks. 

ORIENTEERING 
"B.R.O.O.M. Ill"—The Third Annual Blue Ridge 

Open Orienteering Meet — will be held April 3 
at Kings Mountain State Park. Orienteering is the 
national sport of Sweden, Norway and Finland 
where it has been a compulsory subject in schools 
since 1942. It provides a mixture of geography, 
map reading, mathematics, intellect and charac
ter training as well as physical education. The 
contestant attempts to orientate himself in a 
strange countryside with the aid of a map and 
compass and then find his way as quickly as pos
sible to specific points indicated on the-map. Sev
eral teams from colleges and universities in the 
southeast have entered, and many individual en
tries are expected. The event is being hosted by 
the Furman University Orienteering Club. 

WILDFLOWER WEEKEND 
PRT's State Parks Division and the University 

of South Carolina's Department of Biology are 
co-sponsoring a "Wildflower Weekend" April 10-
11. Under the direction of qualified botanists from 
various colleges and universities in South Caro
lina, the program will acquaint the public with 
undisturbed natural areas and help them to dis
cover the wide variety of spring wildflowers in 
the state. Various field trips throughout the state 
have been planned, including mountain ridges, 
coves and streams; oak-hickory forests of the 
Piedmont; cypress swamps, bays and bogs of the 
coastal plain; and salt marshes, dunes and the 
maritime forest along the Atlantic coast. One hun
dred persons are expected to take part in these 
field trips. 

TROUT FISHING SEMINAR 
As a means of focussing attention upon the 

trout fishing opportunities in the Southeast, PRT's 
State Parks Division is sponsoring the Blue Ridge 
Trout Fishing Seminar April 24-25 at Oconee 
State Park. 

Program participants have been carefully se
lected to provide meaningful information to both 
the neophyte and the "old timer." World champ
ion professional caster Ann Strobel will display 
her talents with the fly rod to prove that women 
can hold their own with men, even when it comes 
to fishing! Other sessions will include solving 
trout fishing problems, where to look for trout, 
"matching the hatch," how to tie flies and what 
equipment to use. 

Response has been excellent and some ninety 
persons are expected to attend the seminar. One-
half of all registrations have come from out-of-
state, including such distant cities as Roanoke, 
Virginia; Gulfport, Mississippi and Oak Ridge, 
Tennessee. 
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OUTDOOR PHOTOGRAPHY WORKSHOP 
An outdoor photography workshop for the ad

vanced amateur photographer will be held May 
15-16 at Santee State Park. The workshop will 
provide the serious photographer an opportunity 
to improve his photographic skills by taking 
photographs of scenery, wildlife, plants and activi
ties at this centrally-located state park. The two-
day session is a cooperative effort with the South 
Carolina Wildlife and Marine Resources Depart
ment. Instructors for the workshop will be mem
bers of the South Carolina Wildlife magazine 
staff under the direction of Ted Borg, chief pho
tographer. Response to this workshop has been 
excellent, and the maximum number of fifty per
sons was reached six weeks prior to the event! 

The State Parks Division will continue to offer 
programs and activities for both the average park 
visitor and those with a particular interest. One 
of our primary goals is to meet the needs of all 
state park visitors, and we think that this two-
pronged effort is certainly a step in the right di
rection. 

Some state park attractions may be visible, 
while others are not, but both are meeting with 
enthusiastic response from visitors to the Pal
metto State's system of state parks. 
D.L.S. 

Ann Strobel, renowned international casting champion. 

Parking Fees To Be Charged This 

Summer At Myrtle Beach State Park 
A parking fee will be charged at Myrtle Beach 

State Park this summer. This action was approved 
by the PRT Commission at its monthly meeting 
in Columbia March 26. "There is a definite need 
to control crowds, reduce vandalism and protect 
environmental qualities at Myrtle Beach State 
Park," said Ray M. Sisk, Director of State Parks. 
Although one of the smaller state parks in the sys
tem, the 312-acre state park on the Grand Strand 
had 2,005,916 visitors during 1975. This was 19% 
of the statewide total of 10,560,769 persons visit
ing South Carolina state parks last year. 

The following daily parking fees will be 
charged at Myrtle Beach State Park this year from 
May 30 through September 4: automobiles and 
pickup trucks—$1; buses and trucks larger than 
pickups—$3; motorcycles—.25. Season passes 
will be $5 while South Carolina residents that are 
over 65, blind or disabled will pay one-half the 
listed fee. Campers, cabin users and pier fisher
men will be given credit for their parking fee 
when paying for their campsite, cabin or entrance 
to the fishing pier. 

The state park system will continue to offer 
the following free facilities and activities; use of 
individual picnic tables and grills, picnic shelters 
when not reserved, comfort stations, boat ramps, 
nature trails, interpretive centers, playground 
equipment, daily organized recreation/nature pro
grams during summer months, ocean swimming at 
coastal state parks, fresh water fishing docks and 
lake fishing. 

CONTRIBUTIONS SOLICITED 
These two publications are published by the National 

Park Service and the National Recreation and Park Asso
ciation. Hopefully, you have had an opportunity to read 
and use the many ideas contained in this Park Practice 
Program. Grist is filled with good ideas to make park 
management easier and more efficient. Design covers every
thing from log cabins to trails and playground structures. 
Anyone with plans or ideas for well designed park or 
recreation area structures is encouraged to send photos or 
copies of plans; we'll see that the material is forwarded 
to the Park Practice Program. Have you found a better 
way to do a specific job at your park? Tell us about it, 
and we'll help you to spread the word! (For further in
formation, contact the Columbia office or write directly 
to: Park Practice Program, Division of Federal, State and 
Private Liaison, National Park Service, Washington, D.C. 
20240. Ed. This request comes from Mr. William Forrey, 
Pennsylvania's Director of the Bureau of State Parks. Mr. 
Forrey is Chairman of the Park Practice Program. Ed) 
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District III 

DISTRICT III 
Maintenance work on the many facilities in our South 

Carolina State Parks seems to be a never-ending task. Most 
of this work is accomplished during the winter season, 
while park attendance is at its lowest ebb. The past few 
months have been no exception and District III personnel 
have been busy repairing and making ready the facilities 
in their respective parks for the approaching spring and 
summer season. 

Winter use of certain park facilities, cabins, recreation 
buildings, campgrounds, etc., increases with the years and 
adds to the overall work load for the Superintendent and 
his staff. The re-establishing of park boundaries in District 
III parks has also been time consuming, especially in the 
rugged mountain terrain of Table Rock, Pleasant Ridge 
and Paris Mountain. Excellent progress has been made 
on the latter and with a little more effort this project 
will be completed. 

CROFT — Superintendent Ray Hayes and his Rangers 
have recently completed six new horse stables at the 
Croft equestrian facility. A truly professional job was the 
end result of this project. Park Planner Dave Wright de
signed the stables and all work was accomplished by park 
personnel. Horse shows and other programs at the Croft 
equestrian facility are one of the main attractions of this 
park, along with camping, fishing and picnicking. Con
tract work on a model airplane field is presently under
way, along with the construction of a new road into the 
area where an Olympic type swimming pool and bath house 
will eventually be developed. 

KEOWEE TOXAWAY — Supt. John Rhodes and Ranger 
Harold Lynch have been working on construction of louv-
ered "sunshields" for the Kiosk, to protect the many dis
plays from damage by exposure to direct sunlight. Land
scaping and planting of plants and shrubs around the 
orientation building is underway, with many shrubs al
ready in the ground. 

OCONEE — The new multi-purpose recreation building 
recently completed at Oconee is one of the finest to be 
found in any park anywhere. The unfortunate death of the 
owner of the company workins* on the new wastewater 
project, and the subsequent folding of this company, has 
delayed the final completion. Work is continuing and the 
project should be completed by springtime. 

PARIS MOUNTAIN — Winterizing of the nine cabins in 
the Buckhorn Group Camp is the main project underway 

and the completion of this work is scheduled for early 
spring. New window units are being installed in the rough 
openings, where before only wood shutters existed. Walls 
and ceilings are being covered with roughtex plywood. 
Electric heating, new wiring and insulation are being in
stalled. Work on this project is being done by Supt. Ed 
Miller and his staff, with some initial help from the PRT 
construction crews. General park maintenance, marking 
park boundaries along with Buckhorn renovation has kept 
Eddie and his Rangers busy during the winter months. 

PLEASANT RIDGE — With the recent completion of 
two new cabins, Pleasant Ridge now has three units avail
able for rental. Underbrushing, clearing of construction 
debris and new graveled walkways have been completed. 
The new cabins have a lovely wooded setting, which defi
nitely add to their attractiveness. 

ROSE HILL — General maintenance on grounds and 
the Mansion is underway. Although facilities are limited, 
visitation at this park continues to increase. 

SADLERS CREEK — Landscaping, clearing and under-
brushing around the new recreation building has been 
completed. Some additional playground equipment will be 
added in the near future. 

TABLE ROCK — Renovation of the Nature Center, along 
with construction of a new multi-level deck and bridge 
across the bold mountain stream will add much to the 
nature interpretation program at Table Rock. Supt. Mike 
Hendrix and his Rangers have completed construction of 
a linen storage building, which also has a storage area 
for large quantities of soft drinks used in the conces
sion and Country Store during the summer months. The 
re-establishing of park boundaries is nearing completion. 
ROBERT G. JONES 
District III Supt. 

CROFT STATE PARK — Ray Hayes, Superintendent — 
Happy bicentennial from the staff at Croft State Park! 

We are looking forward to another great season. Groups 
from California and other parts of the country have us 
on their lists of interesting places to see. This is encour
aging to us as we anticipate a record crowd in 1976. 

A special event on July 3rd should be the largest ever 
for Croft, with patriotic speakers, bands and other fea
tures to make it a great day. The more people attending, 
the greater the celebration, so make plans now to come 
to Croft and make the July 4th weekend something to re
member for years to come! 

The equestrian facilities have another full slate of ac
tivities for the year. If you love horses and have a week
end free, Croft State Park is the place to be (see, I'm a 
poet and didn't know it!) Larry, Mike and I are very 
proud of the horse stable that we built this winter. It is 
a 24' x 30' building located near the present stables 
(completed last year). 

We wish all of you good health, and may the bluebird 
of happiness land on your shoulder! 

KEOWEE-TOXAWAY STATE PARK, John Rhodes, Sup
erintendent — Things here have been quiet for the past 
two months because of the extremely cold weather we 
have been having. However, the temperature has been 
rising and so has the attendance. It looks like a good 
year ahead! 

We had a little excitement in December when several 
earth tremors occurred, one of which registered 3.8 on the 
Richter scale. A seismograph has been placed on the park 
to record any more activity below. Hopefully we'll be 
here for the summer season! 
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OCONEE STATE PARK, Bob Cothran, Superintendent 
— The biggest highlight of the past few weeks was the 
grand opening of the new multi-purpose recreation build
ing on January 24th. We had anticipated some 1,000 peo
ple but we had around 3,000 on Saturday night! Every
thing went well and we have had nothing but praise for 
the new building. I think that the crowd will level off 
for the next event, and the new bleacher-type seats will 
enable us to handle the spectators much better. Some of 
the older rangers said that this was the biggest crowd 
for a special park event since Governor Strom Thurmond 
gave a speech here many years ago. 

Winter finally hit in February with some low tempera
tures of 3 and 4 above zero. This stopped the camping but 
the cabins are still being reserved on weekends. 

PARIS MOUNTAIN STATE PARK, Danny Odom, Ranger 
— We have had a very cold and busy winter here at Paris 
Mountain. The temperature dropped as low as ten de
grees on occasion and has been in the low teens several 
mornings. However, that doesn't stop our winter work pro
gram! We are renovating our Camp Buckhorn cabins by 
installing windows, ceilings and heat. Ever tried holding 
and driving a nail with numb fingers? Fun isn't it? We 
are also going to paint the cabins. 

We would like to take this opportunity to welcome 
Travis Brown, the newest member of our park family. 
He was born to Ranger and Mrs. Johnny Brown on Oc
tober 19, 1975. 

We wish each and every one a safe and rewarding year. 

A portion of the crowd at the grand opening square dance. 

Oconee Supt. Bob Cothran (left) receives an engraved plaque from 
Dan Turpin, Chief of Recreation for his outstanding efforts in 
promoting clogging, square dancing and other programs at the 
park. 

PLEASANT RIDGE STATE PARK, Leroy L. Smith, 
Superintendent — We are still quite busy here. Winter 
is a good time to get those things done that need the time 
you never have in the summer. 

Our two new cabins have everything you would pos
sibly need, and I am proud to see an improvement in the 
grounds around the cabins. Many of the same families have 
returned time and time again to rent the cabins. I'd like 
to think it's our service that brings them back, but we've 
been told by one family in particular that they like the 
quiet peacefulness they find here, the fair rental price and 
the benefits of linens, utensils and more. 

With the help of Mr. Bob Jones, a much needed shelter 
for the tractor has just been completed. This work was 
beneficial also to the Ranger who before this had done 
very little carpentry work. As a matter of fact, Ray has 
just returned from the Basic Maintenance Training Course 
at Sesquicentennial State Park. He says this course should 
help him a great deal and that speaks well for the park 
system. 

We still have a good bit of work to do before the sum
mer season arrives. 

If any of you are in this area, we would be glad 
for you to stop and see us. 

ROSE HILL STATE PARK, Fred H. Belk, Superintendent 
— Did the ground hog see his shadow? Gracious, from 
the kind of weather we have been having he must have. 
We have been experiencing much colder weather this win
ter than in the past two years. 

We have completed all of our winter work orders and 
are waiting for the arrival of spring and summer. 

On Friday, January 30, 1975 the Daughters of American 
Revolution presented a United States flag to Rose Hill. 

Mr. Wayne Lee, who is the director of the Union 
County Recreation Department has already started mak
ing plans for activities to be held on our park during the 
week of July 4th. Some old timey games and contests are 
part of the plans. We are hoping for a good group to at
tend and have a lot of fun. 

Our thanks to Nancy Hook, Ray Sigmon and Robert 
Brooks for the splendid job they did fixing the display 
in the old renovated house. We have had a lot of good 
remarks about it. Another thank you goes to Mr. Bob 
Jones, Supt. Bob Cothran, and the Rangers and staff mem
bers from the Columbia office for their help during the 
Christmas Open House. 

We are proud of our record for an accident-free year 
in 1975, and we hope that 1976 will be just as good. 

We are already making reservations for groups that are 
planning to visit us during the spring. 
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SADLERS CREEK STATE PARK, Jim Ivey, Superin
tendent — I would like to take this opportunity to intro
duce all of you to our park families here at Sadlers Creek. 
My family consists of my wife Nina, Gary 7, Tara 3 and 
Kevin 1 year old. I enjoy fishing and tennis, while Nina 
likes tennis and crocheting. Gary likes to ride his bike 
and is waiting for the day he can get a motorcycle. Tara 
likes to help her mother, and play house with her dolls. 
Kevin enjoys getting into everything. Herb Jones (Ranger 
II) hobbies include all sports, motorcycle riding and music. 
His wife Becky works at Dow, knits, crochets and rides 
her motorcycle. Their son Steve, who is 14, likes most 
sports. He enjoys playing tennis and is on a basketball 
team this year. He is also a little daredevil on his trail 
bike. William Crawford (Ranger I) enjoys playing basket
ball, tennis and riding his Sportster. 

We received a plaque from the Anderson Cycle Riders 
for the Enduro held here last year. 

District IV 

Herbert Jones, Ranger at Sadlers Creek, camping at Myrtle Beach 
recently. Herb has been spending a few dollars and a lot of time 
customizing his van. 

TABLE ROCK STATE PARK, Mike Hendrix, Superin-
tendent — Table Rock has sure been busy for the last 
few months. The cabins stay full on weekends as usual, 
with quite a lot of use through the week. 

The weekend of January 16, we had over 200 Boy 
Scouts in the primitive camping area. They were from Co
lumbia and surrounding areas for an annual event, their 
"Deep Freeze Campout." It really was deep freeze for 
them both Friday and Saturday nights as the temperature 
dipped into the teens! We hope they will join us next 
year as this was the best group of scouts that have visited 
us. 

The Table Rock Lodge Restaurant is again open for 
business. Ed Langley, manager, and his family spent a 
month during the holidays visiting in Brazil with his son 
and his family. While the Lodge was closed we did some 
much-needed painting in the kitchen. 

Ranger Chevis Wald and his wife, Melba, are expecting 
their first baby in September. Like all proud papas, Chevis 
is floating on cloud nine! 

We are well into our winter work program and hope to 
finish it up before the summer season begins. 

DISTRICT IV 
ANDREW JACKSON — With the aid of the Soil Con

servation program, several areas that were eroding around 
the small lake have been seeded. This will improve the 
appearance of this area from Highway 521. The park staff 
has been busy transplanting trees throughout the park 
and working with local groups in preparation for a bicen
tennial event to be held in October. 

BAKER CREEK — Renovation of fifty campsites and 
installation of a sewer line have been completed. Painting 
of buildings and signs have kept the park staff busy. 

CHESTER — Installation of a water line to the lower end 
of the park is complete, replacing an old line which was 
giving problems. 

DREHER ISLAND — While the lake was low, additional 
dredging was done in the canal to deepen it. The dike 
was reworked in the boat launching area. 

GREENWOOD — The work program of painting and 
roofing continues to keep the park staff busy. Enlarge
ment of the recreation building is very near completion. 
This will greatly enhance the recreation program at Green
wood. 

HAMILTON BRANCH — Painting of rest rooms, build
ing of a lakeside amphitheater, and cleaning up of dead 
trees throughout the park have kept the staff busy. I 
would like to commend Supt. Baughman and Rangers 
Sloan and Holliday for the work they have done. I re
cently found out that their park attendance last summer 
was the highest of any recreation area on Clark Hill Res
ervoir. This honor usually goes to the Fort Gordon recre
ation site on the Georgia side of the lake. 

HICKORY KNOB — The park staff here has been busy 
painting the cabins with a new color. Landscaping con
tinues as plants become available. Appreciation is given 
for the help at the Fall Superintendents' Conference in 
getting this project underway. 

KINGS MOUNTAIN — Work continues on the "Living 
Farm" with several buildings in various stages of con
struction. The park staff has also been busy trimming 
trees along the roads, painting, and roofing several build
ings. 

LANDSFORD CANAL — Congratulations to Jim Work, 
Superintendent on his recent promotion to Assistant Chief 
of Maintenance. Work contributed by Jim will always be 
evident at Landsford. We wish him success in his new 
position. 

SESQUI — Several timber sales have been made here and 
clean-up behind these have helped to keep the park staff 
busy. Painting of several structures has been completed 
and the shop has recently had the roofing replaced. 
CHARLIE F. PARKMAN 
District IV Superintendent 
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ANDREW JACKSON STATE PARK — Lew Griffin, 
Superintendent — The weather is still cold, but activity 
on the park is beginning to increase, and we are looking 
forward to a busy spring and summer. Our winter work 
program is well on schedule and we are prepared for the 
coming season. In conjunction with the U. S. Soil Conser
vation Service we have placed seed, lime and fertilizer 
on the lake dam and surrounding area in an effort to con
trol a slow but steady erosion problem. 

Final plans are being made for the Bicentennial Festi
val to be held at the park on 8, 9 and 10 October. The 
festival will feature several civic groups from this area 
demonstrating a variety of colonial crafts such as quilting, 
spinning, weaving, soap making and others. 

BAKER CREEK STATE PARK, Roy Bowman, Ranger — 
As a new Ranger, I am enjoying working with the state 
park system and would like to tell you about Baker Creek. 

Superintendent Wayne Timms, his wife Pat and their 
children Brian and Patrick have really treated me like part 
of the family. It is a pleasure working with Wayne and 
learning new things with him. Assistant Superintendent 
Chuck Grant and his wife Frances have also been very 
nice to me, and I have found Chuck to be a fine person 
to work with. It makes a man's job easier when the people 
you are working with work together in peace and harmony. 

There have been some changes here at Baker Creek, 
so be sure to stop and look around when you're in the Mc-
Cormick area. I am from Sumter, and this is the first time 
that I've been out on my own away from my Christian 
home. May God richly bless the whole PRT family. 

CHESTER STATE PARK, Ted Williams, Superintendent 
— The pace is beginning to pick up here at Chester as 
days become longer and there is a touch of spring in the 
air. It has been a slow winter and we are glad to see more 
and more people out at the park each day. Several camp
ing clubs have reserved our old camping area for week
ends this spring and our first horse show is set for April 
25. It looks like another good season is on the way! 

Thanks to the CEDAR program we have had extra help 
all winter, which has been most helpful. It doesn't take a 
college graduate to figure the difference that seven men 
can make over two men! I hope that these programs 
never run out! 

Congratulations to my ex-neighbor, Jim Work, for his 
promotion to office work. Some people never know when 
they have it made, do they, Jim? Drop in to see us if 
you get lost and find yourself in Chester. The bass should 
be "tearing it up" by the time you read this. Bring your 
rod and we might just show you where one lives! 

DREHER ISLAND STATE PARK, Wally Brock, Suoer-
intendent — Things have been going slow with all this 
cold and rainy weather, but we did have an unusual event 
on Arbor Day, December 5th, as the Women's Club from 
Chapin presented a dogwood tree to the park in commem
oration of the bicentennial year. 

The lake is rising again as the South Carolina Electric 
and Gas Company has finished repairs to the dam. The fish
ing has not been too good but will improve as the water 
level rises and the fish return to their natural habitat. 

The contractor plans to pave the existing roadways and 
parking areas this spring whether or not funds are avail
able,. and we are standing by to continue with construction 
of one of the nicest recreation areas in South Carolina. 

Come out when you have time and relax, fish, ski, swim 
and do your thing at Dreher Island. Don't expect the most 
fashionable facilities . . . just natural beauty! 

GREENWOOD STATE PARK, Joe Hambright, Superin
tendent — Things were slow at Greenwood during Janu
ary and February as the cold weather kept everyone ex
cept fishermen away. It is hard to believe that people 
prefer the hot crowded summer days in the park over the 
tranquility that winter provides. It is the quietness of this 
time of year that makes this an enjoyable way of life. 

The new addition to the recreation building has been 
completed and should really enhance our summer pro
grams, especially our square dances. 

The park staff is beginning to get psyched up for the 
madness that will start as soon as the first warm spell 
hits us. Ranger Lee Chappels walks the shop floor con
stantly worrying if Bobby Altman is going to get his 
Kut-Kwick fixed by the time the grass needs cutting! Lee 
says he is going to retire after this season since he will 
be 65. After almost a quarter of century of working at 
Greenwood State Park, he has seen a lot of changes in the 
state parks. Although it seems like times are rough in 
the parks now, Lee says these are the best times the 
parks have had during his tenure. We are going to take 
real good care of him this year and try to persuade him 
to stay around another year or two. 

Things are getting busy at Greenwood, but we will still 
take the time out to chat with anyone that drops by, so 
come by anytime. My wife and I also hope to have a 
little park ranger here by the time this issue is dis
tributed! 

HAMILTON BRANCH STATE PARK, Frank Baughman, 
Superintendent — This winter at Hamilton Branch has 
been unusually slow, but this low park use has enabled us 
to get a great deal of our winter work program completed. 
We are in the process of building a park shop which we 
hope to have completed in the near future. 

Camping, as mentioned above, has been extremely slow 
at Hamilton Branch this winter. One of our few campers 
probably regrets coming at all, as he fell off his ladder 
while adjusting his T.V. antenna and sustained a compound 
fracture of his leg! 

Approximately two weeks after that accident, we had a 
nice bass boat to completely burn up at our ramp. An 
electrical shortage was apparently the cause. 

I hope these two incidents are not indicative of things 
to come at Hamilton Branch this year! 

Ranger Charles Sloan lost a member of his family, or 
should I say gained another one; as his oldest son Frankie 
got married the middle of February. We want to wish both 
of them the best. 

My wife Dale, has had to quit work, as we are expect
ing our first "Son" in late April. 

HICKORY KNOB STATE RESORT PARK, Ted Barbie, 
Jr., Superintendent — Before we close out the old year 
and relegate it to past history, we would like to share some 
of the highlights of its last month with you. The new 
meeting building was launched in style with a reception 
for Congressman Butler Derrick. Many dignitaries were 
present including Bryan Dorn, former South Carolina 
Senator. Meeting wise, the park superintendents were the 
first to use this facility. We enjoyed being your host for 
this week and wish to report that the new shrubbery you 
planted is doing just fine and really enhances the looks 
of the lodge. 

A weekend "Field Trials" held at the park was a first 
for us. Mr. Marvin Reed and his group brought in around 
30 horses and fifty dogs, stabling them in our equestrian 
facilities. The dogs were run on Mr. John McAllister's 
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farm at Calhoun Falls. We hope this will be the first of 
many dog runs. 

The gentlemen of the 822nd Military Police Company, 
United States Army, gathered at the park for their *'30th 
year reunion." They served together during World War 
II in the European Theater, and really seemed to enjoy the 
weekend together. They made reservations to meet again 
next fall. 

A big "Square Dance Weekend" and several Bassmaster 
Club fishing tournaments rounded out the year. A beau
tiful closing for December was the celebration of the 50th 
wedding anniversary of Mr. and Mrs. Harold Carlisle, Sr., 
of Calhoun Falls. 

In January we hosted a distinguished group from the 
South Carolina Travel Council. Among them were its di
rector, Mr. James Brannock, Mr. Brinkman, Mr. Lawrence 
and others from PRT. This was followed by the S. C. 
Hotel Sales Management Association. These folks, whose 
business is selling their own hotels, were very compli
mentary to us. 

February was a busy month with at least two group 
meetings each week. The March bookings are looking good, 
and we are already filled for Masters' Week in April. 
Also in April the Georgia Bass Federation returns to 
Hickory Knob to hold its State Federation Tournament, 
and choose the top six anglers who will represent Georgia 
at the National Federation's Tournament next September. 

May will bring us the "3rd Annual Spring Fling" . . . 
square dancers from South Carolina, Georgia and Florida. 
Several other interesting things are in the planning stages, 
but we'll tell you more about these later. There was one 
staff resignation, as desk clerk Brenda Dorn left Hickory 
Knob to take a job elsewhere. 

KINGS MOUNTAIN STATE PARK, Lee W. Jordan, Sup
erintendent — Take a minute and become acquainted with 
our park family here at Kings Mountain. Assistant Super
intendent Lewis Cato is featured elsewhere in this issue. 

Ranger Dennis Hart and his wife Darlene have two fine 
sons. Dennis enjoys painting, hiking and rock hunting, all 
of which our state park provides in abundance. Darlene 
writes poetry (a sample has been included with this re
port) and appreciates the outdoors. Their oldest son, Brian 
is literally wrapped up in basketball games and practice. 
Shannon, the younger son, looks for small interesting rocks 
and then polishes them with his rock polishing kit. 

SEASHORES OF ONE'S MIND 
Take time out from your work and your chores, let's go 

for a walk down some lonely shore. 
It matters not whether we are actually there, only that 

our mind's eye is free from all care. 
We'll walk hand in hand and watch the outgoing tide, just 

look at the water, how deep and how wide. 
It seems to be beckoning for us to go too, out where the 

shade runs a more beautiful blue. 
There are so many wonders of a beach or a shore, it would 

take almost forever and still there would be more 
to write about, dream about, talk about or do. 

But on a beach the whole world seems deeper here. 
We'll walk to the inlet, dig our toes in the sand and leave 

on the shore imprints of four hands. 
The oncoming tide will wash our sandcastles away, but 

the memories with us forever will stay. 
Be you mother, father, sister or brother, husband, wife, just 

a friend or a lover, 
It matters not what your lot may be, only that we two have 

shared the sea. 

By Darlene Hart 
(Written while the Harts were living at Edisto Beach 
State Park.) 

PMA Gerald Harris and his wife Monean were married 
one year ago this February. Monean, a Greenwood native, 
is a graduate of Piedmont Technical College. Gerald grew 
up in Abbeville and graduated from Clemson University 
with a B.S. degree in Recreation and Park Administration. 
The Harrises both like the outdoors, are camping fulltime 
and love it! 

Ranger Michael Lovelace and his wife Cheryl have been 
at Kings Mountain one year and a half. They have no chil
dren but do have something that is just as spoiled as any 
youngster . . . their ten-month old female skunk, Peppi! 
The other family member is a beagle named Oscar. Mike 
enjoys fishing and hiking in his spare time, while Cheryl 
enjoys cooking and sewing. 

Covered wagons on the Bicentennial Wagon Train Pilgrimage to 
Pennsylvania trundle across Wyoming. A similar wagon train will 
be traveling through South Carolina from April 25 to May 9, when 
it will have an encampment at Kings Mountain State Park. Sixty 
prairie schooners and conestogas are traveling across the country 
to converge on historic Valley Forge on July 4. 1976. The program 
is sponsored by the state of Pennsylvania with the assistance of 
various businesses and industries. 

KINGS MOUNTAIN BICENTENNIAL DANCE 
WAS SOMETHING DIFFERENT 

The sound of the loud dance music and the noise of hun
dreds of shuffling feet on the creaky old pine floor boards 
had awakened the yellow jackets nesting inside the walls of 
the Camp Cherokee Mess Hall Kitchen (turned square 
dance hall) for the First Bicentennial Square Dance at the 
Kings Mountain State Park. 

The generated enthusiasm and warm-up of a full house 
of dancers in motion had already caused the temperature 
to rise enough to make someone want to open some win
dows. As the window was slid up in its old wooden sash, 
the angry bees wasted no time in making known their dis
pleasure of having been so rudely interrupted. Those who 
felt the protest of the yellow jackets were quickly an-
nointed with the various concoctions that campers always 
seem to have handy. Cans of aerosol insect spray were 
found right away and not much dance time was lost be
cause of this unexpected emergency. Even those with pain
ful swellings continued to dance, determined to prove that 
not even this could dampen their dance spirits. 

Watch for information about another "Salute To America 
Dance" to be held here in 1976. 
LEE W. JORDAN, Superintendent 
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TO AN ANCESTOR 
I glimpse your face from out a distant past, you sturdy, 

gaunt old pioneer; 
With coonskin cap, and rifle held aloft, a weapon that 

the Redcoats learned to fear. 
I see you fighting at Kings Mountain, where success meant 

an end to British rule; 
I see you struggling in the wilderness, you who learned 

much, though never went to school. 
I see you living in a cabin, there, small, rough-hewn, 

and crude; 
I see you wearing homespun clothes, and living on the 

humblest of food. 
I see the scalping Indian, as he seeks to drive you farther 

from his hunting ground, 
I see you shooting through the porthole, there, and adding 

many corpses to the mound. 
Tradition only left me your name, and where you fought, 

and why, and when; 
I hardly know from whence you came, to battle with an 

unknown race of men. 
But you had the courage to endure the life of an adven

turer, who always leaves the old behind to seek for 
something that is ever new. 

You had the dreamer's vision of a Canaan, just beyond 
the mountains. 

That you wished to see and dared all things to make your 
dreams come true, 

I'm glad those dreams were handed down to me. 
(This poem was written by Mrs. Maurine W. Jarvis, Se
rendipity Mobile Home Park, Lot III, Clearwater, Florida 
33515. Mrs. Jarvis camped overnight at Kings Mountain 
State Park just to write this poem to an ancestor. Ed.) 

PRTs accomplished orienteering team in unanimous disagreement 
as to the direction toward the next checkpoint. The team cov
ered themselves with glory (and tree branches) at the "BROOM 
III" orienteering meet held April 3 at Kings Mountain. Members 
included Ted Williams (Supt. Chester), Bob Mitchell (Ranger, Table 
Rock), Ken Hance (PMA, Cheraw), Dan Turpin (Chief of Recreation) 
and Dennis Gunter (State Park Naturalist). 

LANDSFORD CANAL STATE PARK, Jim Work, Sup
erintendent — We welcome Ranger Jerry Watson and his 
wife Jane to Landsford Canal. Jerry and Jane are from 
Columbia and if they can get used to the solitude of park 
life, I think they will be happy with the park system. 
Jerry is a fisherman and although fishing has been poor 
Jerry still seems able to coax those catfish onto his hook. 
Now if we could just get Jane to fish we would sure have 
something! 

As usual at this time of year, the rain comes down and 
the red mud just gets deeper and deeper. Despite this, we 
are still able to burn brush piles, clear underbrush and 
do other outside work, even if it is at a slower, muddy 
pace. 

Several of Landford's landmarks, namely the Lockkeep-
er's House, the middle locks and stone bridge, and Da
vie's Mill site, were used as background for one of the local 
high school's senior pictures. Those young ladies sure 
looked out of place in evening dresses amidst all that mud. 
It was the first time I had even seen rubber boots and 
formal wear combined! 

(Since this park report was written, Jim Work has been 
transferred to the Columbia office, where he is Assistant 
Chief of Maintenance. Ed.) 

SESQUICENTENNIAL STATE PARK, Jim Meadors, Sup
erintendent — Your "olde Scribe" is recovering from a 
touch of pneumonia and this bit of warm weather we are 
having sure does feel good. I'm feeling much better but 
don't have much energy yet. I guess I'll have to take some 
annual leave to get over my sick leave. I sure appreciate 
the way "Gus" Krajcik and "Rod" Corley shouldered the 
slack while I was incapacitated. 

The new year started on a sour note, as we were van
dalized again on January 2nd. The entrance lock was de
molished and the park office ransacked. Drink machine 
keys and a small amount of cash was taken from desk 
drawers. All drink machines were opened, coin boxes 
and change tubes emptied. Padlocks were ripped off at six 
other locations in the park and you wouldn't believe what 
they did in the ticket office at the Carpet Golf Course! 
Other than hasps and locks, material loss was minimal 
but we had a mess to clean up. 

Another mess, is the wooded areas of Sesqui where two 
timber sales are almost complete and another one is about 
to begin. Tree tops and limbs are a real eyesore, when 
scattered about on a forest floor. 

We are very happy to announce that the boat dock will 
launch a brand new fleet of pedal boats on Easter weekend. 
They look much better than our old "Dream Boats" and I 
believe our maintenance problems and cost will be greatly 
reduced. 

Scheduled events at Sesqui include the following: 
May 1—A meeting of approximately 1,000 Girl Scouts 

at the Amphitheater for a Bicentennial program. There will 
be a Crafts display in one parking area. 

May 6-7—The Spring Valley High School fine arts de
partment will present "Celebration", a musical salute to 
our nation. Mrs. Mary Corley and Ms. Mary Holland will 
co-produce the project. Assisting them will be the Viking 
Band, the Spring Valley Drama Dept., some of the service 
clubs and the Junior R.O.T.C. The University of South 
Carolina Drama Dept. will assist with the technical aspect 
of the production while Wilson Vocational School and Art 
Dept. will design and build the sets. South Carolina ETV 
will provide the lighting equipment. 

This Bicentennial Celebration will be a multi-media pre
sentation, showing songs, dances and various scenes from 
American history. Production numbers will include a co
lonial scene, a scene depicting the signing of the Consti
tution, a Western dance and a Gay Nineties scene and 
dance. There will be a nominal charge to defray produc
tion costs. 

I sincerely hope the weather man is cooperative. I have 
seen one production by this group, they are very talented 
and put on a very fine show. 
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The Chicken or the Egg.... 

Which Comes First and Why? 
One problem we face daily is that of deter

mining where to spend money for new facilities. 
Do we build facilities to attract people to a given 
park or do we build facilities to accommodate 
the large visitation that another park already 
has? It is a problem that resembles the "chicken-
or-the-egg" question, and probably no one has 
the answer. 

We do have an obligation to provide park visi
tors with facilities and services as long as they 
are in keeping with the park "theme." But we 
also have an obligation to create new parks and 
facilities, when possible, in areas that are lacking. 

An interesting comparison can be made by con
sidering two of our parks. 

Lynches River is a new park in the Pee Dee 
area that was acquired to fill the needs of a com
munity that lacked adequate park lands. Still in 
its construction stages, the park has had excellent 
visitation with little more to offer than a play
ground, an open play field, and pretty good fish
ing. 

Santee, on the other hand, has good fishing, 
swimming, boat rental, carpet golf and other serv
ices, but until recently there were no recreation 
facilities in the Rondette Village for guests. Two 
years ago summer programs were designed to en
courage participation by the cabin occupants. 
Last spring a tennis court and playground were 
added. The response to these new services and 
facilities has been excellent. While it is impossible 
to prove an increase in cabin use as a result of 
this, it is obvious that the Rondette guests have a 
much more enjoyable stay and they are more 
likely to make subsequent trips to Santee State 
Park. This comparison serves to point out that 
sometimes the chicken comes first and sometimes 
the egg comes first—but it is usually necessary 
to wait on one or the other at a given park, de
pending on funds available. 

Dan Turpin 
Chief of Recreation 
Division of State Parks 
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vy Equipment Operator 
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Ranger I 

tnger I 
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Promotions And Transfers 
James B. Work 

James Summers 

Jefferson W. Moore 
George Thomas Gordon 
Leroy Atkinson 
Dave Wright 

Mike Stevens 
Furniss Rogers 
Charles Rainey 
Thomas Hicks 
William Turner 
Eugene G. Davis, Jr. 
Elijah Gillens 

Retiree 
Charlie Walters 
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Superintendent, Landsford Canal 

Vehicle Operator II 

Ranger II, Huntington Beach 
Ranger I, Huntington Beach 
Ranger I, Landsford Canal 
State Park Planner 

Historical Sites Co. 
Ranger I, Cheraw 
Ranger II, Goodale 
Ranger II, Hunting Island 
Ranger II, Edisto 
Ranger I, Rivers Bridge 
Ranger II, Service & Supply 

Charles Towne Landing 
Hickory Knob 
Myrtle Beach 
Service & Supply Center 
Construction Crew 
Cheraw 
Hunting Island 

nteibr 
Landsford Canal 

TO 
Assistant Chief of Maintenance, Co

lumbia Office 
Heavy Equipment Operator, Construc

tion Crew 
Ranger III, Huntington Beach 
Ranger II, Huntington Beach 
Ranger II, Poinsett 
Park Development Planner, Planning 

Division 
P. I. Spec. II, Charles Towne Landing 
Ranger II, Edisto 
Ranger II, Hunting Island 
Pier Manager, Myrtle Beach 
Ranger II, Huntington Beach 
Ranger II, Myrtle Beach 
Ranger II, Santee 

Resignations 
Ernest M. Hall 
E. P. Joyce 
Brenda Lee Dorn 
Phillip Richardson 

Richard Garrison 
William Terrell 
Billy Duncan 
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From The Editor... 

All About the Evils 
of Procrastination 

A group of some sixty persons were waiting 
for the tour to begin. We were assembled at the 
entrance to Tuckaleechee Caverns, located near 
Townsend, Tennessee and were preparing to de
scend a series of ladders that would take us into 
the depths of a gigantic cavern deep beneath 
the earth's surface. 

I had struck up a conversation with an elderly 
couple from Ohio. Jim Rogers and his wife Elda 
were doing some traveling in the first year of Mr. 
Roger's retirement. They recalled their earlier 
years and mentioned that trips such as this were 
usually delayed for one reason or another. I de
tected an urgency in their voices as the Rogers 
talked about plans for other trips, as if they were 
trying to make up for lost time. 

The descent began as we worked our way slowly 
down to lower levels. It soon became obvious 
that Mrs. Rogers was not going to be able to 
continue the downward journey, so reluctantly 
she and her husband stepped aside while others 
continued toward the floor of the cavern. I felt 
a twinge of sadness as Jim and Elda retraced 
their steps toward the daylight. 

Later that day I bumped into them in nearby 
Gatlinburg as they were browsing in a novelty 
shop. I purposely tried to play down the beauty 
I had seen in the cavern, but told them that I was 
sorry that they had not been able to complete 
the tour. "It's my knees," Mrs. Rogers blurted 
out. "My arthritis has been giving me a fit lately," 
she added. We parted to go our separate ways, 
but their disappointment was obvious at not 
being able to explore the depths of Tuckaleechee 
Caverns. 

Most of us are guilty of procrastination as we 
delay action or fail to make a decision concerning 
many things . . . our work, our health, our fami
lies and even our hobbies or other pastime pur
suits. We sweat and strain, keeping our nose to 
the grindstone as we accumulate vacation time 
to the maximum and save a few dollars for "that 
rainy day" or "that vacation trip to the moun
tains" that we'll take one of these days. 

Today is one of these days, you know! Whether 
we're paupers, millionaires or somewhere in be
tween, each of us has twenty-four hours in each 
day! What we do with our time is so all-important, 
for all we can do is use the moment now at hand. 
In putting things off, we are often making a fool
ish decision . . . the decision of inactivity or "do
ing nothing." 

You might take a good look at yourself as oth
ers see you . . . are you "thirty going on seventy" 
or "seventy going on thirty?" I sincerely hope 
that you find yourself in the second category. 
Enthusiasm for living is contagious ... if you 
doubt it, spend a little time with me and I'll make 
a believer out of you! 

People visiting our state parks in record num
bers are not among the ranks of the procrasti-
nators . . . they are translating some of their plans 
and dreams into action! 

I hope that each of you has an enthusiastic 
outlook on life, and that your dealings with state 
park visitors and others during the course of each 
day reflect this feeling. Edward B. Butler has this 
to say about enthusiasm . . . "Every man is en
thusiastic at times. One man has enthusiasm for 
thirty minutes—another man has it for thirty days, 
but it is the man who has it for thirty years who 
makes a success in life." 

Editor Sawyer is a member of the Southeastern Out
door Press Association. 
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The recently-completed 1000-foot boardwalk at Hunting Island State Park offers visi
tors a panoramic view of the marshland and various species of wildlife. 


