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FRONT COVER: Rose Hill State Park was the scene of 
"an old-fashioned Fourth of July" this year as the Union 
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of William H. Gist, often called South Carolina's "Secession 
Governor." (Photo: Union Daily Times) 
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I would like to thank each of you in the field for 
your excellent cooperation and positive attitude this 
summer. This past season has been a most difficult 
one; one that has seen our employees receiving more 
abuse from the general public than at any time I can 
recall. 

Vandalism has been at its highest peak in the 
history of our parks. Because of this, we have 
employed off-duty police officers with arrest powers at 
some of our parks during peak visitation days to 
control some of our users. These control problems in 
many cases have resulted from too many people using 
the facilities. 

Our experience at Myrtle Beach State Park this 
summer with a parking fee may provide the answer for 
some of our high use areas. We certainly will take a 
close look at this, more from the crowd control angle 
than from the revenue picture. 

Our budget for this year appears to be about the 
same as last year, therefore you will again be called 
upon to continue the extra effort that you put forth 
during the past year. 

1 am sure that all of you will have recommendations 
and opinions about operational matters that we can 
discuss during our November Superintendents' Meet
ings. Hopefully we will be able to work out our 
problems during the coming year as we have done in 
the past. 

Again, I would like to thank all state park 
employees and their families for their cooperation. 
Working together, we can always get the job done! 

RAY M. SISK, Director 
Division of State Parks 

Note: It is with regret that we haue received Wally Brock's 
resignation effective September 16, J 976. Wally has been Superin
tendent at Dreher Island for the past seven pears. His loyalty and 
dedication and his ability to handle the general public will be sorely 
missed. We asked Wally to reconsider and stay on, but for health 
reasons he felt it best to leave at this time. 

Also, Mr. E. R. Vreeland, former state park director, is now at 
home in Gilbert recuperating from three major operations earlier this 
year. He is confined to a wheelchair, but would enjoy hearing from 
all of his many friends in the park system. His address is Route 1, 
Box 155-C, Gilbert, South Carolina 29054. 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT: These remarks concern 
ing the need for recreation are from Malcolm S. 
Forbes, editor-in-chief of FORBES magazine. "Recrea
tion is a form of therapy. Few people can keep at the 
same thing day in and day out. You need a mental and 
physical change. Recreation is not only enjoyable, it's 
essential . . . The mind never rests. You need to 
occupy it with something new, or it will go on thinking 
about the job . . . Look at it this way: Work is earning a 
living; recreation is the living you've earned. One who 
never learns to enjoy recreation is living very little." 
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TABLE ROCK — 160 YEARS AGO 

During a research project on early canal construc
tion on the Catawba-Wateree river system, members of 
the History section discovered an early article about the 
area we know today as Table Rock. The article, which 
appeared in the Camden Gazette on June 6, 1816, 
described the natural wonders of "Table Mountain" in 
terms more glowing than any which could be devised 
by the brochure authors of today. Such enthusiastic 
descriptions were commonplace in an age before 
photography made North America's scenic grandeur 
well known to all. It was an era when few people 
ventured more than a few miles from home during their 
lifetimes. Only ten years earlier, Lewis and Clark had 
returned from their epic trek bringing the first 
descriptions of the Rocky Mountains which dwarfed 
the Appalachians of the east. The language of the 
article which seems exaggerated and almost comical to 
us today is typical of that day and time. 

"The Table-mountain in Pendleton district, South-
Carolina, is an awful precipice, of 900 feet. Many 
persons reside within five, seven, or ten miles of this 
grand spectacle, who have never the while had curiosity 
or taste enough to visit it. It is now, however, 
occasionally visited by curious travellers, and some-
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times by men of science. Very few persons who have 
once cast a glimpse into the almost boundless abyss, 
can again exercise sufficient fortitude, to approach the 
margin of the chasm. Almost every one on looking 
over, involuntarily falls to the ground senseless, 
nerveless and helpless; and would inevitably be 
precipitated, and dashed to atoms, were it not for the 
measures of caution and security that have always been 
deemed indispensible to a safe indulgence of the 
curiosity of the visitor or spectator. Every one on 
proceeding to the spot, whence it is usual to gaze over 
the wonderful deep, has in his imagination a limitation 
graduated by a reference to distances with which his eye 
has been familiar — But in a moment eternity, as it 
were, is presented to his astonished senses; and he is 
instantly overwhelmed. His whole system is no longer 
subject to his volition or his reason, and he falls like a 
mass of lead, obedient only to the common laws of 
mere matter. He then revives and in a wild delerium 
surveys a scene, which, for a while, he is unable to 
define by description or limitation." 

MIKE FOLEY 
Chief Historian 
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' PROFILES ' 
DISTRICT 1 

Robert J. Turner, Superintendent 
Myrtle Beach 

Steve Edison, Ranger 
Hunting Island 

DISTRICT 2 
Larry Duncan, Superintendent 

Santee 

Mike Lovelace, Ranger 
N. R. Goodale 

P ARK 
ERSONALITIES 

DISTRICT 3 
Leroy L. Smith, Superintendent 

Pleasant Ridge 

Herbert H. Jones, Ranger 
Sadlers Creek 

DISTRICT 4 
Wallace W. Brock, Superintendent 

Dreher Island 

Paul Brown, Trades Worker 
Hickory Knob 

ROBERT J. TURNER — Robert "Bobby" Turner was born in 
Ninety-Six, where he attended local schools and graduated from high 
school. He worked as a park aide at Greenwood State Park the last 
two summers that he was in high school. After working for 2% years 
at Self Mills, Bobby went back to Greenwood in March 1957 as the 
park's first full-time ranger under Superintendent Sheriff Leroy. 

Bobby stayed at Greenwood for 13 years, then transferred in 
1970 to Myrtle Beach as Assistant Superintendent with Super
intendent Lee Jordan. He later was promoted to Superintendent 
when Jordan was transferred, and continues to call the Grand 
Strand state park "home!" 

Bobby's better half goes by the name of Clarine and hails from 
Abbeville. The Turners have two children, Susan, 16 and Johnson, 9. 
Bobby enjoys fishing while Clarine lists sunbathing as her favorite 
pasttime! (Living at a sun-drenched coastal state park like Myrtle 
Beach is an ideal location for pursuing your hobby, Clarine! Ed.) 
Both Bobby and Clarine admit that their number one "hobby" is 
enjoying life at the park and being around home. 

Although visitation at all state parks has increased significantly in 
recent years, Bobby recalls life at Greenwood as consisting of a 
three-month season during the summer and a nine-month 
maintenance period for repairing, painting, etc. "Myrtle Beach State 
Park is very heavily used nine months out of the year," Bobby 
remarked, "with a bit of slack January through March." 

Bobby would like to see additional vacation cabins constructed at 
the park, and the day use area spread out into the south end of the 
park. Attendance at the park has more than doubled since 1970, 
with slightly over two million visitors in 1975 as compared to 937,000 
in 1970. "Ninety percent of our summer visitors are from out of 
state," Turner said, "while springtime visitors are mainly from South 
Carolina and North Carolina." 

Turner agreed that the present summer has been one with many 
problems. He said that many visitors do not respect park property, 
park personnel or rules and regulations. "This past summer it has 
taken the equivalent of one ranger working full-time to repair park 
property damaged or destroyed by acts of vandalism," Turner said. 
He thinks that the summer parking fee policy may have helped some 
in this regard, but considers closer security over the park 
unfortunate but necessary. 

The combination of the park work schedule and the children's 
school schedule limits their amount of traveling, but the Turners 
enjoy visiting relatives during the Christmas holiday season. 

There is obviously a tremendous amount of recreation and 
amusements off the park, but campers have been extremely pleased 
with the organized recreation and nature programs provided at the 
park during the summer season. Carpet golf, the fishing pier and the 
swimming pool were down in attendance during the early part of the 
summer, but one reason had to be the wet weather. It rained at the 
park 26 days out of 30 during June! Attendance has picked up since 
July 1, Turner said. 

However, in spite of these and other problems, Bobby admitted 
to loving life at Myrtle Beach State Park! "I'd rather be here than at 
any other state park anywhere," he said proudly! 
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STEVEN EDISON — Steve is a Tarheel from Dallas (on the 
outskirts of Gastonia), where he grew up in a family with two 
younger brothers. He graduated from the local high school, where he 
played baseball, football, basketball and soccer. "Baseball was my 
favorite sport from the third grade!" Steve said, who handled the 
"hot corner" (that's third base, folks! Ed.) 

Steve spent nine months loading trucks, then joined the state 
park system as a Ranger I. He had already been introduced to park 
work through his stepfather, Bob Parrish, who was working at Kings 
Mountain State Park at that time. (Parrish more recently was a 
Trades Worker at Hickory Knob and has just been promoted to 
Superintendent and transferred to Dreher Island State Park. Ed.) 

Edison stayed at Myrtle Beach for two years and was promoted 
to Ranger II in the meantime. A transfer to Hunting Island in June 
1974 resulted in another promotion to Ranger III. 

Steve's wife, Terri, is also from Dallas; they met during their 
senior year at high school. The Edisons have a four month old 
daughter, Davina, and they are not sleeping much these days as a 
result! Terri worked at both parks, but her chores are now confined 
to dishes and diapers! 

Steve is a true outdoorsman, and particularly enjoys deer hunting 
and fishing. He has done some inland fishing in the Clark Hill 
Reservoir with Bob Parrish but prefers the salt water variety at 
Hunting Island. His recent catches have included flounder, trout and 
spot-tail bass, with a couple of five-pound trout from the canal. 

Terri enjoys pencil drawing and other forms of art. Both have 
visited several other state parks, and hope to cover most of them in 
the next few years. 

Some off-duty days are spent visiting both families in North 
Carolina, while others involve camping in their new pickup with a 
camper body. They hope to travel up to Canada one of these first 
years. Steve and fellow Ranger Charlie Rainey are going to hunt this 
fall on private property near Barnwell. Steve has a friend named 
Annie, but Terri doesn't mind; Annie is a baby raccoon! A lady from 
Columbia brought it to Hunting Island in July, but it was not released 
on the park. "The other raccoons would not accept it, but would 
probably kill it," Edison said, so he kept it for a pet. He enjoys the 
abundance of wildlife on the park, and has seen deer, rabbits, 
raccoons, mink, otters, eagles, hawks and osprey. 

The Edisons . . . Steve, Terri and Davina, are living "happily 
ever after" in a park residence near the Hunting Island lighthouse. 
"It's been a good experience starting out in two busy beach parks," 
Steve remarked. Superintendent Tillman Erwin agreed and added 
that Steve is one of the best rangers he's had at the park. 

We often think in terms of state parks as being for the enjoyment 
of people, but Steve reminded me that parks and their natural areas 
are a resource for both people and wildlife. 

LARRY DUNCAN — Larry and four brothers grew up in 
Williamston, a small town near Anderson. He attended an 
elementary school at Calhoun Falls but completed grades 4-12 at 
Easley. Larry became a Clemson tiger and graduated in 1972 in their 
Recreation and Park Administration program. His summer in 1971 
was spent as a recreator at Greenwood State Park. 

Larry's full-time employment in the park system began in May 
1972 when he became the Park Management Assistant at Myrtle 
Beach. The following January he was promoted to Assistant 
Superintendent, then transferred seven months later to Huntington 
Beach as Superintendent. March of 74 found the Duncans packing 
for another move to Santee, where Larry has been ever since as 
Superintendent. 

Larry's wife, Kathy, is busy these days keeping house and taking 
care of their 2^-year old son, Heath. Kathy attended Columbia 
College for two years. Larry and Kathy met at the Myrtle Beach 
State Park trading post while both were working there (which goes 
to prove that exciting things DO happen at South Carolina state 
parks! Ed.) 

Larry offered some interesting thoughts comparing coastal and 
inland state parks. "Inland parks offer a bit more of a break during 
the week," he said, "whereas coastal parks in season have seven day 
weekends!" Monday is busy at Santee handling cabin check-ins, with 
Tuesday through Thursday providing time for maintenance and 
clean-up prior to busy three-day weekends working the camping, 
cabin and day use areas. 

Larry has several hobbies occupying his spare time. He enjoys 
playing the guitar and is learning to play the banjo. "I get a kick out 
of playing for sing-alongs and other recreation programs," he said. 
Larry plays a pretty fair game of tennis, and two years ago won first 
place in the tennis competition conducted at the fall Superin
tendents' Conference. He also enjoys fishing in his 15-foot boat and 
has gone deer hunting many times, but never killed one! 

Kathy enjoys ceramics, bicycle riding on Santee's flat roads (with 
Heath in the buddy seat!) and studying Spanish, which was her major 
at Columbia College. A native of West Virginia, her parents 
presently reside in Danville, Virginia. 

Both of them like to play tennis and certainly appreciate having 
three courts at Santee. They both profess to being "homebodies" 
and like to shop and play Monopoly. 

Larry has found that Santee has mostly family campers, while 
Myrtle Beach a lot of single campers. "More people want destination 
parks with a sort of 'self-contained' atmosphere including recreation 
programs," he remarked. With no competition from nearby towns, 
organized programs were offered five nights a week this past 
summer, with excellent attendance from campers at the park. 
"People staying in our cabins seem to be less interested in our 
programs and like to be by themselves," Larry said. 

Vandalism has not been a problem at Santee, and present 
security precautions have been adequate. When asked what one 
improvement he would like to see at Santee, Larry suggested a 
swimming pool for cabin users, since the present swimming area is at 
the opposite end of the park. 

f 
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MIKE LOVELACE — Mike has worked at three state parks 
since 1974, when he worked at Paris Mountain six months as a 
ranger. He's a native of Greenville, where he attended public schools 
and played football in high school. He spent one year worked at a 
Greenville television station, where he did everything from camera 
work to floor sweeping! 

Mike worked for a cable television company for six months after 
leaving Paris Mountain, then rejoined the park system as a ranger at 
Kings Mountain, where he remained for V/2 years until he transferred 
to N. R. Goodale in February. 

He met his wife Cheryl while they were both students in high 
school. They do not have any children, but Cheryl manages to stay 
busy working in and around the house and sewing. Mike likes to fish, 
while together they like to hike and travel the backroads in their 
jeep. Mike talks enthusiastically about the tranquil beauty of the fifty-
mile section of the Appalachian Trail that he has hiked. 

Both families live in Greenville, so regular visits are made back 
home "just to see the folks." Mike says that the fishing has been 
"fair" at Goodale, and that the golf course is being used more these 
days. He has the following items on his "want list" for Goodale State 
Park: a camping area, an amphitheater, more picnic areas, additional 
work on the golf course, carpet golf and tennis courts. 

LEROY SMITH - Leroy is a native of Greenwood County, 
where he grew up on a farm with his parents, five brothers and three 
sisters. He graduated from Brewer High School, then moved away in 
1938 to Greenville, where he became "heavily involved in the music 
business." (He delivered pianos and appliances! Ed.) Shortly prior to 
this move Leroy had married a young lady, also from Greenwood, 
named Ruth. Through the years she has been a substitute teacher in 
elementary schools and has done some practical nursing. In recent 
years she has had a full-time job looking after Leroy! 

Leroy moved about and tried his hand at a variety of jobs during 
the forties. He was a chauffeur for Mr. John T. Woodside of Mvrtle 
Beach's Ocean Forest Hotel for a year, then delivered library 
materials for the Parker District school system. Other jobs included 
delivery work for a Greenville laundry and dry cleaners, and shipping 
clerk duties at Belk's Department Store. 

Leroy was introduced to park work while serving as a volunteer 
Scout master for a local Boy Scout troop. He helped to develop 
Camp Stanley Harris, and was later recommended for the 
superintendent's position when Pleasant Ridge was in the planning 
stages. "I turned the offer down," Leroy said, "but later reconsidered 
and accepted it." 

He remembers Pleasant Ridge as a "wilderness" during the early 
days. "We had no electricity or telephone service, but had plenty of 
snakes for company!" Smith quipped. It was in August, 1951 that Smith 
surveyed the property and cut the first bushes. Leroy and his family 
have obviously become very attached to the park during the past 
twenty-five years. 

The Smiths have one daughter, Jacqueline (Jackie) who 
graduated from Furman University and teaches music in a local 
elementary school. She enjoys singing and playing the piano, and 
teaches a number of pupils. 

Leroy has many thoughts concerning people and their conduct in 
public. "Some young people don't seem to respect rules or the 
property of others," he said. However, he has had little trouble over 
the years. "People usually will stay in line if you're polite but firm with 
them." Smith added. Campers seem to appreciate the quiet 25-site 
camping area at the park. The ball field at Pleasant Ridge is one of 
the nicest in the entire park system, and receives constant use from 
youngsters in the area. 

The two new cabins seem to be the source of great pride for 
Superintendent Smith. "I'll put them up against any others in any 
park system anywhere!" Smith boasted. He drives to nearby Wildcat 
Wayside at least once a week to clean it up and pick up trash. (This 
63-acre wayside park was added to the park system in 1971, and is 
located near the intersection of SC 11 and US 276 just a few miles 
from Pleasant Ridge. Ed.) 

Leroy likes to repair old pieces of furniture and light fixtures. He 
and the Mrs. do not have any definite retirement plans, but will 
probably settle near the park or back in Greenwood County. Like 
many others in our state park system, Leroy Smith and his family 
have lived a major portion of their lives on a state park and feel very 
much a part of it. 
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HERBERT JONES — Herbert is another "homebody" who 
grew up just a few miles from the park (in this case, at a small town 
called Starr). He and his wife, Becky have a son, Steve who does 
things that most 15-year old boys do (and also goes to high school to 
keep Mom and Dad happy!) 

Herb worked with his father for three years after finishing school. 
His Dad had a shop in Hodges where he manufactured mops and 
brooms. Next move for Herb was to Starr Mills, where he repaired 
all types of machinery. Just prior to joining the park system in 1967, 
Jones spent six years at the Clark Schwebel Fiberglas plant in 
Anderson. 

The Jones family lives just outside Sadlers Creek State Park in a 
waterfront home built in 1965. Everyone in the family has 
motorcycles and rides either on the highway or on trails. Herb enjoys 
Softball and has played in a local slow pitch industrial league. "I've 
played Softball as far back as I can remember," Jones said. Other 
hobbies that he enjoys are boating, water skiing, fishing and 
swimming. His wife likes to knit, when she's not working at the Dow 
Badische plant in Anderson. 

Herb's favorite pastime is country music, and he plays just about 
any instrument with strings. He goes to Nashville whenever he has 
the opportunity, and knows many of the entertainers there. He had 
his own group a few years ago, but plays just for fun these days. He 
hopes to visit Hawaii one of these first years, and has a particular 
fondness for their steel guitar music. Another project that he is 
involved with is the installation of a CB base station at his home. It's 
easy to see that there is never a dull moment at the Jones house! 

Facilities at Sadlers Creek most frequently requested by visitors 
(but not found at the park) are tennis courts, carpet golf and rental 
boats. The Jones family may not call Sadlers Creek State Park 
"home," but they only miss it by a stone's throw across the water! 

WALLY BROCK — Wally is a "cracker" from Bainbridge, 
Georgia, where he attended local schools and graduated from high 
school in 1938. He studied for two years at an agricultural junior 
college in nearby Tifton, then enlisted in the Army in 1940 for a one-
year hitch in the Infantry. He was scheduled for discharge December 
8, 1941, but for some strange reason his orders were cancelled! He 
served in Africa and Italy, where he was wounded and sent back to 
the States in 1944. Wally made a career out of military life, serving as 
an ROTC instructor and in the Civil Affairs Office. 

He was discharged in June 1961 after serving 21 years. 
Somewhere along the line, January 1943 to be exact, he married a 
Columbia girl named Jay and they had two sons, Larry and Jake. 
Larry is with the Air Force in Alaska; he and his wife have three 
children and are expecting a fourth (in Air Force "lingo," that's 
having "three on the runway and one in the hangar!" Ed.) Jake is the 
soccer and football coach and physical education instructor at 
Brooklyn-Cayce High School here in the West Columbia-Cayce 
area. 

Mrs. Brock works as a hair stylist at Trenholm Plaza. She spent 
two tours in Japan with Wally and enjoyed the oriental way of life a 
great deal. Their home is filled with mementoes of their travels in this 
country and abroad, and it's obvious that they have enjoyed 
themselves, wherever they have been! 

Wally enjoys fishing and all spectator sports while Jay delves into 
ceramics, plays the organ and attends workshop theatre per
formances. They are both active members of fraternal organizations, 
but much of their time is spent at their spacious lakefront home on 
Lake Murray. 

In the period between Wally's retirement from the Army and his 
employment by PRT as Superintendent at Dreher Island, he worked 
for the Life Insurance Company of Georgia, for Columbia Lumber 
Company as a truss foreman and at nearby Fort Jackson in a civil 
service job with the electronics and communications division. 

Wally sees tremendous potential for Dreher Island State Park 
and will be following its development carefully. More people are 
"discovering" Dreher Island as the perfect place for picnicking, 
primitive camping, fishing and boating. "Many visitors enjoy it as it 
is," Wally remarked, "but I'll be glad to see some permanent facilities 
and full-time personnel living on the park." 

Arthritis has been an increasing source of pain and discomfort for 
Wally in the last five years. In fact, this has prompted him to retire in 
mid-September. He obviously loves his work, but thinks that it's time 
to call it quits. He will remain active in many ways, including being a 
reporter for the Lodge and staying involved with Ruritan and Rescue 
Squad projects. 

Wally and Jay have a "big trip" planned ... to Alaska for a visit 
with their son Larry and his family. All of us wish Wally and the Mrs. 
much continued happiness in the coming years. 
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PAUL BROWN — Paul has no reason to feel homesick at 
Hickory Knob, since he was born in Troy, a small town just six miles 
from McCormick. After graduating from Greenwood High School, 
he followed the construction trade for 3 years. A two-year stint in the 
Army was next, this time spent processing recruits at Fort Dix, New 
Jersey. Paul moved back to Greenwood in 1959 and worked in a 
service station for two years before accepting a job at the Monsanto 
plant. He became a foreman in the manufacturing area but later 
accepted a job as production foreman at the International Paper 
Plant in Greenwood. 

Still trying his hand at something new, Paul sold automotive and 
industrial lubricants for two years, then joined the state parks family 
in October 1973 as a Trades Worker at Hickory Knob. He married a 
gal named Helen in 1958, and they have two children, Julie, 17 and 
Vic, 10. Mrs. Brown works in the Greenwood County District Office 
as a librarian aide. 

The family enjoys camping and serving as a pit crew for Vic, who 
is a budding motorcycle racer! He recently accumulated enough 
points for 3rd place in the "mini class" of the motocross phase of the 
sport. Several hundred competed in this category, so the family is 
very proud of this accomplishment and takes turns polishing the 36 
trophies that he has won! 

Paul likes to do a little trail riding on his bike, and has done some 
competing in enduros. He also enjoys hunting and fishing, so he 
thinks that his location at Hickory Knob on the Clark Hill Reservoir 
and near the Sumter National Forest is ideal! 

Julie has been working part-time as a waitress at Hickory Knob, 
and will graduate from high school next year, while Vic is a rising 6th 
grader. 

Paul's duties are mainly concerned with maintenance in the lodge 
area of the park, particularly the heating, air conditioning and 
refrigeration units. The Browns live in nearby Greenwood, but they 
camped at Hickory Knob for most of the summer months. "What's 
better than having a place for the family to enjoy a vacation away 
from home while I work?" he asked. The Brown family has visited 
several other state parks, including Oconee, Croft, Baker Creek and 
Hamilton Branch. They enjoy meeting other members of the South 
Carolina state park family during off-days. 

Paul would like to see more facilities for campers, such as a 
swimming area and playground equipment. He thinks that a carpet 
golf course would also be a welcome addition to Hickory Knob. 

Transplanting From 
Native Woods 

Newly constructed park facilities can benefit greatly 
from the use of native trees and shrubs. These plants 
can blend the new facilities into the surrounding park 
landscape. Native plants offer lower maintenance, less 
spraying for insects and disease control and are better 
adapted to local soil and climatic conditions. Native 
plants are at their best when allowed to grow in their 
natural form. 

Efforts should be made to retain the select 
specimens on the site, but there is always room for 
additional natives transplanted from the surrounding 
stands. Transplanting is most successful when done 
during the fall season — November 1st through 
January 1st — for deciduous plants. Broad-leaved 
evergreens are best transplanted in the spring. The 
soil, moisture and exposure to the sun should be 
duplicated as much a possible. 

Native trees and shrubs should be dug with a ball of 
earth on the roots. The ball size for shrubs should be 
about half the size of the spread of branches. An 
allowance of one (1) foot diameter ball of earth per one 
(1) inch caliber of trunk diameter measured at one (1) 
foot above ground is a preferred minimum for trees. 

Small specimens are easiest to transplant success
fully, however larger specimens for more immediate 
effect can be transplanted successfully with the proper 
preparation. This preparation consists of root pruning 
to stimulate a compact, well developed root system 
that will suffer little during the transplant. First, select 
the specimen to be transplanted, keeping in mind 
conditions at its new location. At least one growing 
season prior to the transplant, the plant should be root 
pruned in the following way: a trench 8-12" wide should 
be dug around the tree during the dormant season. 
Leave a ball of earth sized as in the above paragraph. 
The trench should be deep enough (about two feet) to 
sever all roots extending into the trench. Sever any tap 
roots by driving a spade diagonally in at the bottom of 
the trench under the earth ball. Backfill the trench with 
good soil, preferably mixed with about 25 per cent peat 
moss or well rotted sawdust. Prune the tree back by 
one-fourth by pruning the side branches. 

After the next growing season, dig a trench outside 
the old trench, being careful to avoid damage to the 
new roots. Wrap the ball with burlap and move the 
tree to its permanent location. 

STAN BAUER 
State Park Planner 
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Secret, Magic, and Funny 

The best laid plans of mice and men — etc., etc. A 
local group recently called to request that I lead a 
youth group on a nature study hike at Sesquicentennial 
State Park. Anticipating a bunch of educated smart 
alecks, 1 visited the park the day before the hike to 
select an area and make some mental notes. I met the 
group the following day prepared to use some high 
sounding phrases describing the unusual habitats 
located on this park. To my dismay, no one in the 
group was over seven years old! My original plan was 
to point out the many Loblolly Pines near the parking 
lot and explain why they would eventually be replaced 
by Longleaf Pines and later the pines replaced by 
hardwoods. Rather than explain forest succession I 
quickly located a magic plant. My magic plant was a 
Sensitive-brier (Morongia uncinata). The leaves on this 
interesting vine will fold up when touched; a magic 
moving plant! 

As we approached a small creek I could have 
described the changes in vegetation due to soil 
moisture and shade but I showed them my secret 
trees. My secret trees were a small group of Junipers 
(Chamaecyparis thyoides). We called them secret trees 
because the five or six located in the one spot are the 
only ones growing on the entire park. The exacting 
growing conditions for this tree (moist soil, shade, and 
no fire) restrict it to small groves scattered across the 
midlands of this state. 

As we approached a clump of Bear Grass (Yucca 
filamentosa) 1 was prepared to describe the strange 
manner in which the Yucca Moth (Tegeticula) 
pollinates the Yucca. This group learned how the 
Indians make soap and shampoo from the roots of this 
plant. This became our funny plant as we continued 
along the trail chanting; "yucca, yucca, yucca . . . !" 

We discovered many other things that day 
including a root that tastes like a soft drink (Sassafras) 
and a small woodpecker that doesn't have sense 
enough to find a dead tree for his nest. (The Red-
cockaded woodpecker requires a live mature pine tree 
for its nest). 

All of this reminded me of what I told you at the last 
Superintendents' meeting; "Interpretation is easy and it 
can be fun." 

JOE F. WATSON 
Chief Naturalist 

Have you ever seen a bald-headed Indian? 

Page 8 Park Lites 



District I 
Thank goodness this season will be over by the time this 

issue of Park Lites comes off the press! With the increased 
facilities, useage and reduction in man hours it has been a 
terrific strain on the field personnel. In addition to this we 
have had an unusual number of breakdowns in our pumps 
(sewage and water) and wells. This has been coupled with a 
general disregard (by the public) for park property and 
disrespect for park personnel. 

Vandalism has been on the increase this season. In one 
night at Myrtle Beach the back wash lever was forced open 
and the swimming pool over half drained, requiring eight 
hours to fill back up. This same night the tables and garbage 
cans were thrown from the fishing pier into the ocean and 
vandalism done to the flashing lights and signs at the parking 
fee check station. 

The parking fee has been accepted fairly well at Myrtle 
Beach with a large number electing not to pay. I am sorry 
that revenue from this will be far below that anticipated. I 
believe that we can get together this fall and work out a few 
problems that will make this a smoother operation next year. 

I want to thank the men in District I who have worked 
hard and faithfully this season. Most of you have done an 
excellent job and from this quarter, it is appreciated. 

I wish Bill Bullard well in his return to civilian life. 
NORMAN B. COOLER 
District I Superintendent 

CHARLES TOWNE LANDING — Sometime prior to 
the arrival of the settlers at Albermarle Point, the eight Lords 
and Proprietors gave specific instructions to their agent, 
Joseph West. The instructions had to do with agricultural 
experimentation in the new land. 

Upon his arrival in Barbados, Mr. West did as he was 
instructed. There he began to select plants that were to be 
taken to what later was to become Charles Towne. Among 
the items selected were ginger roots, seed for cotton and 
indigo. He also carried cane, olives, and an assortment of 
vines from the island as well as various other plants. 

Charles Towne Landing is still experiencing many of the 
same plants in the same tradition of organic gardening as 
Joseph West. For us, this serves as a historic interpretive 
program. 

As we enter the fall months, the 1670 Crop Garden 
interpretation continues and we are doing the same things the 
early settlers did with guidance from records kept by Mr. 
West. First we are taking seed from a portion of those things 
that grew in the crop garden for replanting next spring. The 
remainder of the garden products will be used in interpretive 
programs this fall and winter. For instance, beans will be 
dried, Indian tobacco will be cured and rice will be fanned. 

One of the more exciting of the interpretive programs will 
be the actual extracting of dye products from the indigo 
plant. This project has drawn interest from other areas such 
as educational facilities, parks and even the textile industry. 
Burlington Industries have expressed a sincere interest in the 
outcome of the experimentation. Charles Towne Landing is 
one of the very few places where such interpretive 
experimentation takes place. 

The weekend of September 25-26, special attention will be 
focused upon the fall harvest activities of the early settlers 
through the COLONIAL LIFE AND CRAFTS FESTIVAL. 
During the festival, special emphasis will be placed on 
woodcarving, smithery, open fireplace cooking, and building 
construction techniques. The two day event is expected to 
attract thousands with an interest in the early crafts. 

This and other programs are a part of our continuing 
efforts to make the public aware of the educational 
experiences available at Charles Towne Landing. 

JAMES L. COX 
Exposition Park Manager 

COLLETON STATE PARK — High water and a good 
crop of insects have limited activities here this summer. We 
started the season seventy campsites ahead of last year and 
had high hopes of having the most successful summer yet for 
this park. However it just did not happen that way. At one 
time we were down nineteen sites; however as of this writing 
we are back to plus three. Thankfully this is due to our "OUT 
OF STATE" visitors traveling via 1-95. Without these fine 
people our park would have been all but deserted. 

The "SWIRLING LADY" has finally gotten back in her 
banks and the fish are now starting to bite again. This will 
bring our local campers back so things are looking up once 
more. 

I would like to thank all of those who were responsible for 
the new water line from the campground to the superin
tendent's residence. Don Shumpert and Jimmy Stapleton 
worked hard running the Ditch Witch and helping us lay the 
pipe. 

We are now looking forward to Labor Day and a good 
fall season. Take care and God speed. 
GLENN FARR 
Superintendent 
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GIVHANS FERRY STATE PARK — The summer 
season is fleeting away very swiftly! It seems like a very long 
one, due to the warm, dry spring. Thus far, we have had a 
very good summer: more day users, more campers, more 
mosquitos, more dust, more rain. All in all, an increase in the 
most important area: revenue. Thus far we have had a safe 
summer, free of accidents, for which I am thankful. I was 
really concerned at the beginning of the season when I 
learned that we would not have any life guards. It seems that 
for the most part, the swimmers are greater in number than 
last year. They know no season in this part of the world, early 
February until as late in the year as possible barring "ice 
tags". 

We have just ended another successful season with the 
retarded children of Dorchester County. Those little kids 
really enjoy going to "Camp Joy" as they so lovingly refer to 
Givhans Ferry. When you look into those happy faces, it 
makes it all worthwhile. 

We have had several interesting groups visit the park this 
summer. For instance, an amateur radio club was here in 
June. They set up antennas and talked to people as far away 
as the West Coast and Alaska. This was an experiment to see 
how many states they could contact in case of some 
emergency. They came very well equipped, using their own 
generators for power. 

We have had several large company picnics and family 
reunions. The largest was Bosch Company, which entertained 
approximately 1,500 people. The Highway Patrol was most 
helpful and cooperative in helping to control traffic. 

In the past I have mentioned the Bicentennial County Fair 
that is to be held here in October. According to a member of 
the committee, it is still going strong and expected to go as 
planned. I still do not have to much information as to the 
agenda but I suppose in due time we will be informed. 

We have made a few improvements at Givhans Ferry that 
have been pleasing to the public. We constructed a wood 
railing in front of the recreation building to replace the old 
stumps that were rotted and worn out. We replaced some 
broken picnic tables and enlarged the area to take up some of 
the overflow of visitors that sometimes had to use the ball 
field. Some of the buildings have been painted. The grass 
often had to be cut between showers and, because of the 
extreme heat, in the cool of the evening. 

Now that the summer season is about over and school is 
back in session, we look forward to fall. With the reduced pace 
of visitors during the week, and the expectation of some cooler 
days in the not too distant future, maybe we can get a handle 
on what will make for a more successful season ahead. 

May all of you continue to have a pleasant autumn and a 
safe one. MAY GOD BLESS. 
JOHN B. HOLLAWAY 
Supertintendent 

HAMPTON PLANTATION STATE PARK — The 
mansion here at Hampton Plantation is finally getting some 
much awaited and needed attention. On July 6th the DeCosta 
Company of Charleston began work to stabilize the exterior 
of the building against further deterioration. Upon com
pletion the mansion will emerge with a new paint job and a 
repaired roof. The job involves replacing rotten joists, beams, 
shutters, the entire back porch, replastering roof cornices, 
repairing broken ironwork, etc. 
Page 10 

This summer, according to the natives, has been the worst 
one in years for the deluge of mosquitoes and deer flies. We 
have had very little spraying from the Mosquito Abatement 
Center so we've had to wear winter coats and use spray 
constantly — all of this in above 90° weather most of the 
time, in order to perform our duties. Due to this we've had 
very few guests. Needless to say, all of us here are really 
looking forward to cooler weather! 
BUD KLEIN 
Superintendent 

HUNTING ISLAND STATE PARK — Greetings from 
Hunting Island! The summer season has really picked up 
since the last PARK LITE'S report, and we are on our way 
toward another good year's attendance. 

July Fourth was a big day full of enjoyable activities for 
all with beach Olympics, family reunions and a lot of fun-
loving Marines. This season is coming through in good shape 
as far as accidents are concerned. One drowning occurred on 
August 8 out at the wreck located about two and one-half 
miles southeast of the park. This accident was partly caused 
by the rough seas being kicked up by Hurricane Belle as she 
passed off the coast. The rough surf did not help the beach 
along our picnic area! 

This sign, erected by the park crew just south of Beaufort, 
alerts prospective campers to the campsite vacancy situation 
at Hunting Island State Park. 

We have received many compliments and much usage of 
the boardwalk built out over the marsh area. For example, 
here's a letter from Mrs. Jane B. Jones of Columbia: "My 
husband and I had the pleasure of driving to Hunting Island 
State Park this past weekend and were pleasantly surprised to 
find the marsh boardwalk you had built. It was beautiful and 
so very good of you to put up such an educational and fun 
experience! We really enjoyed the "stops" where we read all 
about the wildlife, flora, etc. How very interesting, especially 
for the young children! Thank you so much for this 
experience. I hope you can continue on projects such as this. 
Keep up the good work — you have our support." 

We would like to congratulate Steve and Terri Edison on 
the birth of their first child. It was a girl, Davina Elaine 
Edison, born May 30, 1976. Steve is one of our hard-working 
rangers. 

At the time of this writing, Mel Felder was in the process 
of packing to move to Edisto Beach as Superintendent. J. W. 
Moore will be moving here from Huntington Beach State 
Park as Assistant Superintendent. Our congratulations to all 
men on their promotions! 
TILLMAN ERWIN 
Superintendent 
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HUNTINGTON BEACH STATE PARK — The summer 
season started off slow and rainy but now things are busy and 
clear. We were sorry to lose J. W. Moore to Hunting Island 
just recently. We hope he and the family will be very happy 
back at their original park. 

September 17, 18, and 19, are the dates for the first annual 
Atalaya Arts and Crafts Festival. This should be a big event 
as indicated by the interest shown in the annual spring 
Murrells Inlet Art Festival. 

Conversation heard coming from the larger of these two 
backpacking tents at Huntington Beach: "Someday when you 
grow up, son, this big tent will be yours!" 

This summer season has been very smooth with few 
problems. Much credit should be given to Rangers Moore, 
Gordon, Turner, and Inabinet for their hard work and 
cooperation. When a park crew works together, everything is 
easier. 
VAN STICKLES 
Superintendent 

MYRTLE BEACH STATE PARK — By the time this is 
printed our busy season will be over. In a way we will all be 
glad but we will miss our valued summer employees. We had 
a very good group here and the operation went along 
smoothly. The parking fee station was a big help this year as 
it reduced the crowds in the park. There were some 
complaints but overall everyone accepted the fact that they 
had to pay to use the park's facilities. 

The new circle in the campground was also a big help this 
year. We filled completely over Easter and then again in late 
June. There were only about four days in June with no rain 
so this was the main reason we were down both in attendance 
and revenue. 

We would like to welcome Mike Spivey as a new addition 
to our park staff. Mike previously worked as an A-2 
employee and has taken a full time job as Ranger. He is single 
and is from North Carolina. Mike replaced Robert Taylor 
who took a position at Santee as PMA. Bill Bowan, another 
one of our summer employees was moved to Edisto Beach 
State Park as Ranger. Bill is also a North Carolina bachelor. 
Both he and Mike went to Southeastern Community College. 

Fall 1976 

We have had a lot of vandalism this summer and it takes a 
good part of each day to make repairs. People do not realize 
this when they insist on destroying facilities in the park. The 
lock on the main gate has been broken several times, sections 
of the fence taken up, and the side chain and posts taken out 
of the ground. I guess they just don't like the idea of having 
to be in by midnight and if they are not they have to walk to 
their campsite. It won't be long before summer is over and we 
can start on much-needed repairs. 
ROBERT TURNER 
Superintendent 

OLD DORCHESTER STATE PARK — I hope that by 
the time you are reading this article, we all will have had a 
safe and prosperous summer season. Since arriving at 
Dorchester in June, my family and I have enjoyed it very 
much. Though it is a small park, we get plenty of use and are 
usually crowded on the weekend. Ray Sigmon and Robert 
Brooks have just put the finishing touches on the displays in 
the interperative center. On display are drawings showing the 
life style and construction of the town of Dorchester during 
the 1700's. There are also numerous artifacts on display that 
were found during the archeological excavations. 

For those of you who don't already know, my wife, Grace 
and I became the proud parents of our third son on June 
29th. We named him Christopher and he weighed in at 8 lbs. 
and 8 ozs. Both mother and baby are doing fine. 

We would like to welcome Bailey Morrow, Jr. and his 
wife Nancy to the park family. Bailey, ("Monty," as he prefers 
to be called) came to Dorchester in June and has been doing 
a very good job. Nancy loves children and has been helping 
Grace with Chris. We wish them a successful career with the 
parks. 

If you are ever down Summerville way stop in and see us. 
Best of luck to all. 
DANNY ODOM 
Superintendent 

RIVERS BRIDGE STATE PARK — The summer 
season is almost over here at the Park. It has been a fairly 
good season, although we have been hampered by rain 
throughout the summer. 

We have had a large number of reunions at the shelters 
and recreational building. 

The lifeguards at the pool have been busy this year. 
They've pulled out some 60 persons so far. I would like to 
thank them for the fine job they've done this year. 

We have had a large number of groups coming to the ark 
in buses to picnic this year. Our picnicking attendance is 
above last year at this time. 

After all of this rain, several people have found bullets, 
arrowheads, pottery, and a few old coins in the park. 

We already have a large number of camping clubs 
scheduled for this fall. 

That's all for Rivers Bridge at this time. Hope everyone 
has had a very nice and safe summer. 
JERRY PRICE 
Superintendent 
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District II 

BARNWELL STATE PARK — Temperatures during 
the last week in July soared up into the nineties, then dropped 
down into the fifties during the first week of August. I heard 
people saying that it was too cold to go swimming, and last 
Tuesday I saw a lady wearing a long coat! 

The Springdale Revival Center recently held a retreat at 
the park. They stayed with us for four days and held services 
each night in the recreation building. Another interesting 
group using park facilities here at Barnwell was the 
Salkehatchie District Cub Scout Day Camp. 

Our lifeguards taught several swimming classes this 
summer; they seemed to be competing to see whose class 
turned out the best swimmers! 

Summer is over, but parties and family reunions seem to 
be just beginning. Deer hunters are calling for cabin 
reservations, so we are looking forward to a busy fall. You all 
come to see us! 
BEA ROSS 
Superintendent 

The summer season is almost behind us at this writing. 
Several projects have been completed in the District II Parks 
this summer, but keeping the parks clean and the grass mowed 
have kept the crews busy. 

I would like to thank the staff of each park for the hard 
work they have been doing these past few months. 

I also think that the lifeguards should be commended for 
doing a good job keeping a watchful eye on the swimmers. So 
far we have had an accident free summer. Let's keep up the 
good record! 
HORACE W. CRAIG 
District II Superintendent 

AIKEN STATE PARK — This has been a rather unusual 
summer in many ways and probably one that we will not 
forget too soon. I am still trying to figure out what happened 
to all the people! We are approximately 30,000 visitors down 
from the same time last year, but camping has been running 
well ahead of last year and revenue has been up. It seems that 
less people are spending more money! The weather was a big 
factor in making this summer an unusual one. We had almost 
ten inches above normal rainfall during the month of June 
and then a long dry spell in July. 

Now that summer is over most of our thoughts are 
turning toward two things — vacations and winter work 
projects. Last winter we got a lot of projects approved and 
completed and this year promises to be another busy one. In 
the next issue of Park Lites maybe I can bring you up-to-date 
on our work proposals that we have completed. 

We at Aiken hope that everyone had a successful summer. 
I look forward to seeing you at the fall superintendent 
meeting. 
MARSHALL WEST 
Superintendent 
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CHERAW STATE PARK — As the summer season 
winds to a close, the crowds begin to thin and we look ahead 
to the peaceful, secluded days of fall. 

Cheraw State Park was overwhelmed each week day 
morning early in the summer season by two bus loads of 
youngsters. These children were part of a day camp 
sponsored by the Chesterfield-Marlboro County Technical 
College. Various supervised activities were offered each day. 
Morrison Dukes, one of the counselors, was sponsored by 
PRT. He also served as a park aide. The camp lasted for 
several weeks and ended with parents' day. This finale was a 
smashing success, like all the preceding days! 

We've had a busy summer here at Cheraw with all 
developed areas receiving heavy use. Our group camps and 
picnic areas have been full, and on a pretty day the swimming 
area has been bursting at the seams. Our campground is being 
used consistently and more people are discovering that a state 
park cabin is a very popular place to spend a week or a 
weekend. 

The regular summer schedule has been enough to keep 
everyone hopping, especially with the unexpected problems 
that arise on a park the size of Cheraw. However, we have 
completed a split-rail fence and done some painting in the 
cabin area (not to mention working on the many projects 
initiated by District Superintendent Craig). Our lifeguards 
have been holding swimming classes for the Red Cross. All 
types of classes have been offered and all ages over six have 
been enrolled. 

Last but not least, we would like to welcome Olin 
"Rooster" Smith as a full-time member of our staff. Rooster 
has been working at Cheraw this past winter under the 
federally-funded CERT program and joined us as a Ranger 1 
on August 5. 
KEN HANCE 
(PMA) 
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N .  R .  G O O D A L E  S T A T E  P A R K  Another summer is 
gone and it seems as if it just started. We've been pretty busy 
at Goodale this summer, the crowds have been good, and 
grass just keeps on growing. With the help of our park aides 
we've managed to keep everything under control. 

Several girl and boy scout groups have held day camps 
here at the park this year and seemed to enjoy themselves 
very much. The lifeguards have held swimming classes and 
have taught Senior Lifesaving in the evenings. 

We were sorry to lose Ranger Roger Ardis to Hickory 
Knob, but we're happy for him and hope he will enjoy the 
"Knob." 

A good number of fishermen have been using our lake 
and report that the fish are hitting fairly well. On the other 
side of the park there have been a few golfers taking 
advantage of the free park course. 

I hope everyone had a prosperous summer and will have a 
good winter for catching up. 

MIKE LOVELACE 
Ranger 

L E E  S T A T E  P A R K  — My family and I are very happy 
to be here at Lee, having recently been transferred from 
Santee. The campers and visitors to Lee have been very high 
in their praise of the park. This makes us feel that we have 
accomplished some of the work that needs to be done on the 
park. We have had a good turn out for the shelters and 
community building so far this year. 

We want to say "welcome" to Charles Price, our new 
Ranger and his new bride, Terri. We hope Charles and Terri 
are going to like living on the park. Charles was a lifeguard 
here at Lee before coming a Ranger, so the park is not new to 
him. We want to add our congratulations to Jimmy Creech 
on his promotion to Santee as Ranger II. We hope Jimmy, 
Brenda and the two children will like it there. 

Lastly, I want to say "thank you" to Horace, Mr. Sisk, 
Mr. Kolb and all of the other personnel in the Columbia 
Office, who have been so helpful to me during my first 
months as Superintendent here at Lee. 

BILL ALEWINE 
Superintendent 

L I T T L E  P E E  D E E  S T A T E  P A R K  Things got off to a 
slow start this summer as the month of June failed to bring 
the crowds we anticipated. Everyone seems to be making up 
for lost time though, as use has picked up considerably since 
the fourth of July. 

Tragedy touched us in late June when one of our 
lifeguards, William Floyd, passed away at his home after a 
sudden illness. Bill was a fine young man and an asset to our 
staff. 

I'd like to welcome Ranger Mike Jordan and his wife 
Sandy to Little Pee Dee. They picked quite a time to get 
acquainted with their new surroundings as they arrived just in 
time for July 4. Mike and Sandy have spent much of their 
free time lately drowning worms in the park lake as the fish 
haven't given them a very warm welcome yet. 

A couple of cool days early this week have made us realize 
that the end of the season is finally here, so we've got it made 
if we can keep smiling for just a few more days! 

K U R T  B E C H T  
Superintendent 
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L Y N C H E S  R I V E R  S T A T E  P A R K  — "No, we don't 
have a swimming pool. No, swimming isn't allowed in the 
river. I 'm sorry but you were misinformed, we don't have a 
place where you can swim." This has been our summer. Every 
day since the first of June, cars and every once in a while a 
bus, loaded with swim-suited children rode through the picnic 
area, in and out of my driveway, up and down the road and 
finally stopped at the community building. There everyone 
eagerly piles out and tries to enter it thinking the pool has to 
be here. Then while everyone stands around looking baffled, 
one or two of the group go to the concession stand to ask the 
inevitable questions. 

Even without a swimming area our attendance has been 
good, with the community building rented every Sunday in 
June and every Saturday and Sunday in July. On the 3rd of 
June the Democratic Party held a stump meeting at the park 
and although it poured rain all day and night, some 1,400 
people showed up to eat chicken bog and listen to country 
music. A few even stayed to listen to the politicians! Everyone 
was in a good mood and they weren't as upset about the poor 
ventilation and the leaking roof as I had feared. Hopefully 
both of these problems will be corrected in the near future. 
Our most unusual event so far has been a pigeon show 
sponsored by the Eastern Carolina Pigeon Club on June 10th 
and 11th. This show was only for young birds (hatched out 
since January 1st) and they had over 200 birds entered. I 
discovered that I didn't know anything about pigeons. They 
ranged from quail size to chicken size, were every color you 
could imagine and some of them couldn't even fly. However 
thay all seemed to have one thing in common. They were all 
molting. The club has scheduled another event in October for 
birds of all ages and they are expecting over 600 entries in this 
show. If anyone is into pillow making we'll gladly let you 
have all the feathers (along with anything else you can sweep 
up!). 

I truly believe that out of all the areas of the state we have 
lived in, the people around here are the most neighborly. 
There is hardly a day that passes that someone doesn't bring 
us vegetables from their garden. Our own garden did real well 
considering we're city slickers from Charlotte, N. C. and my 
wife Judi has really been busy freezing and canning. Some of 
the things she has been pickling I 'm not sure were meant to be 
pickled, but I'll check with expert pickler Glenn Farr before I 
open a jar! 

Our niece Sandy has spent a month with us this summer, 
but instead of going home sunburnt and smelling of suntan 
lotion, she went home with sore fingers (from shelling peas 
and beans) and smelling of vinegar. Our nephew Jeff also 
spent part of the summer with us and I believe the local 
school will have a new student this fall. 

All Ranger Smith has to say is that he will be glad to see 
the grass quit growing so that he can get back in the swamp 
and underbrush all winter. 

I was just informed that Ms. Barbara Wright of the 
WBTW-TV news team in Florence was just in the picnic area 
making a film to be shown on tonight's news. Where were all 
the playground attendants and the manpower workers? Of 
course, sitting on a picnic table taking a break. Oh well, at 
least she didn't want pictures of the swimming area! 
ED NESBIT 
Superintendent 
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POINSETT STATE PARK It seems hard to believe 
that the cool days of fall will be around once again in just a 
couple of weeks. I must admit that I am looking forward to 
cooler days after such a hot summer! 

Our crowds have been tremendous since the Fourth of 
July. The hot weather really brought the folks out, and we 
have definitely had the hot weather! 

We had a very fine naturalist and recreator this summer 
. . . Ed Roberts from Sumter. He had a good cllection of 
snakes, turtles and fish in the nature center. On the weekends, 
he provided a variety of entertainment for the campers. 

We tried to have a different type of program on the 
Fourth of July. Everyone seemed to enjoy the campfire and 
marshmallow roast. We were fortunate to have the Bowman 
family entertain us that night with singing and guitar playing. 

Our lifeguards and park aides did a great job this summer. 
It was a safe one and that is certainly something to be 
thankful for. I would also like to thank Roy Atkinson, Keith 
Windham and "the old pro," James Washington, for doing 
such excellent work when the days were hot and seemed 
endless. 

I hope that everyone has had a safe summer . . . stop by to 
see us if you are in this area. 

JAMES TAYLOR 
Superintendent 

REDCLIFFE STATE PARK — I hired Corbin McRae 
recently to take the place of Mike Jordan. He's really a hard 
worker, and I hope that he and his wife will be happy here at 
Redcliffe. 

We're finally getting some money to spend on Redcliffe. 
The roof for the house has been approved, and we're waiting 
for the construction men to start. We now have a more 
beautiful drive into Redcliffe. At the start of the driveway is a 
new six foot cyclone fence with a double drive gate. We're 
doing some construction work on both sides of Redcliffe. The 
back porch and steps are completed. I must say they look 
good, too! 

We've really gotten a lot done here. Redcliffe looks the 
best I've ever seen it. We'll be glad when we can open 
Redcliffe. We have to turn people away more and more. 
GENE COBB 
Superintendent 

SANTEE STATE PARK — 1 certainly hope that every
one enjoyed our Nation's 200th birthday this past July 4th! 
Here at Santee, we had several activities planned for our 
observance of the 4th, including a dance at the pavilion 
featuring a live band! The activities and dance were enjoyed 
by all. 

This summer's good weather in recent weeks has attracted 
several bass tournaments and many fishermen to Santee. On 
August 14th we co-sponsored (with Santee-Cooper Country) 
the third annual Father-Son Fishing Tournament on the 
park. The recreator and naturalist showed fishing films on 
Friday night (graciously loaned to us by the Wildlife and 
Marine Resources Department). The tournament began 
Saturday morning and concluded at 6 p.m. with the all-
important weigh-in. Afterwards a hot dog supper was served 
to all participants. Professional fishing guides from the 
Santee-Cooper lakes gave a seminar and shared their 
expertise with the public later that Saturday evening. The 
tournament was free to the public and proved to be lots of 
fun for everyone. 

Since the "Monsoons of June," Santee State Park has 
enjoyed an increasing amount of visitors. Our recreation 
programs have been a great success and have offered our 
visitors many interesting and fun-filled activities, such as 
bingo, live bands (both Pop and Country), nature hikes and 
exhibits, outdoor games and films. 

We would like to welcome PMA Robert Taylor and his 
wife, Ruth, to Santee from Myrtle Beach State Park. We 
would also like to welcome Ranger II Jimmy Creech, his wife, 
Brenda and their two children, Jimmy and Chastity, from Lee 
State Park. We know that both Robert and Jimmy will be 
assets to our staff here at Santee. 

Last, but certainly not least, I would like to take this 
opportunity to welcome Miss Gayle Troutman to our park 
staff. Gayle is from Elloree and is getting married in 
November to Don Felkel, who also calls Elloree home. Gayle 
is a welcome addition to the office. 

LARRY DUNCAN 
Superintendent 

WOODS BAY STATE PARK — Since the last issue of 
"Park Lites," I am happy to say that the park has come a 
long way. The restrooms have been completed, while the 
entrance road and parking lot have been finished and topped 
with gravel. Underground electrical service has been extended 
back to the restrooms, which leaves us with the completion of 
a well for the water system and we will be ready to open with 
all the necessary facilities for the use of park visitors. 

Our attendance has dropped off a good bit because of the 
tobacco season and the presence of yellow flies. However, we 
expect visitation to start picking up once the weather cools a 
little. 

GEORGE HARGROVE 
Superintendent 
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Chester Field Archery Tournament 
Another first for the South Carolina State Park 

System occurred on September 5 at Chester State 
Park. While not the first archery tournament to be held 
on a state park, the Chester Field Archery Tourna
ment was the first to be sponsored by this Division. 

The efforts of Chester Superintendent Ted Williams 
and State Park Recreator Charles Harrison working 
with the local club made possible a very successful tour
nament. The event attracted nearly 100 bowhunters and 
archers from South Carolina and North Carolina. One 
of the participants was Mac Minter, an official of the 
North Carolina Field Archers Association. Mr. Minter 
observed that this tournament was the second largest 
that he had attended in the Carolinas this year. 

A total of twenty-six trophies were presented in six 
separate divisions. 

DAN TURPIN 
State Park Recreator 

"THE BUDDY SYSTEM" 
Most of us know that the "buddy system" is a 

fundamental safety procedure used when youngsters 
use a swimming area. You "buddy up" when the 
lifeguard blows his whistle. A frantic search begins if 
there is someone without a buddy. 

Does the buddy system make sense? Yes . . . 
without a doubt! 

There are jobs in our park system that are so 
hazardous that we require employees to work in pairs 
as a safety precaution. Here is a brief listing of jobs our 
employees encounter that require two employees to 
work as a team: 

1. All electrical repairs (high voltage). 

2. Servicing wastewater treatment plants, chlorine 
tanks and valves. 

3. Working in manholes, such as at lift stations. 

4. Servicing vehicles, which involves guiding 
vehicles on and off ramps. 

5. Using a ladder or scaffold in high places, such 
as repairing a roof. Always face the ladder 
when ascending and descending. 

There are other situations that may require the 
team effort of two employees, such as the use of chain 
saws, power tools, power mowers, bush hogs and 
welding equipment. 

Note: All park employees should notify the 
superintendent or fellow employees if he is leaving the 
normal work area to check other locations on the park 
such as lakes, trails, group camps, etc. 

The "Buddy System" makes sense on the park as 
well as around the house. If you need help, don't be 
afraid to ask for it! There is always time to perform 
your duties in a safe manner, for safety makes sense 
. . . always! 

EDMOND BROWN 
Safety and Training Officer 

SAFETY TIPS 
1. Be particularly careful when working around old 

buildings for such hazards as nails protruding from 
boards. It makes sense to remove any such nails 
before you or someone else steps on one. 

2. Never put a power saw down while the blade is 
turning. If the blade guard has not returned to its 
normal position, the spinning blade could wrench 
the saw from the operator's grasp and cause a 
serious injury. 

3. The use of a small hatchet usually involves holding 
a board with one hand and chopping with the 
other. Do not hold the board above the area that 
you will be chopping . . . hold it to one side. 

4. While step ladders and short ladders can safely be 
used by one person, extension ladders require a 
second person to hold and brace them. 

T. M. SHULER 
Maintenance Crew 
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District III 
SADLERS CREEK — Plans and preparations are 

now under way for the fall NCHA Camporee, which will 
be held again this year at Sadlers Creek. These plans and 
preparations are more or less routine for Superintendent Ivey 
and his Rangers, Herbert Jones and William Crawford, but it 
is something we all enjoy. Rangers from Oconee, Keowee-
Toxaway, Table Rock and Pleasant Ridge State Parks, will 
be on hand again this fall to assist the Sadlers Creek staff 
with the Camporee. Members of the Programs Section and 
myself will also be present for this event. State Park Director, 
Mr. Ray Sisk as well as other members of the Central Office 
staff will, I'm sure, be present for some of the business 
meetings with the NCHA members and club presidents. 

A power failure in an underground service cable leading 
to the campground, recently kept the Sadlers Creek staff, 
service personnel from Blue Ridge Cooperative and myself up 
well past midnight until the power was restored. Upgrading of 
restrooms in the old campground area will be completed by 
early September, and all other facilities at Sadlers Creek are 
in excellent condition for the anticipated heavy use this fall. 

OCONEE — After being under construction for more 
than a year, the modern wastewater treatment facility has 
now been completed and placed in operation at Oconee. This 
facility will meet all environmental control standards and will 
eliminate all of the many problems experienced with the 
numerous septic tanks and drainfields, which were all 
outdated. Bids are now in the process of being received to 
ceramic tile all bathrooms in the vacation cabins that have 
not already been upgraded to date. 

KEOWEE-TOXAWAY — Contract work by the State 
Highway Department is now under way to surface treat roads 
and the parking area at the Interpretive Center. Weather 
permitting, this work will be completed within about two 
weeks. Recent planting of ornamental shrubbery and other 
landscaping work by Superintendent Rhodes and Ranger 
Harold Lynch will make the Interpretive Center a real 
showplace next spring. 

TABLE ROCK — The recent acquisition of adjacent 
property (more than 200 acres) at Table Rock for 
development of the Oolenoy Watershed Lake, which will 
become part of Table Rock State Park, will greatly increase 

the recreational potential of the area. Several summer type 
residences were acquired in the process of acquisition. One 
residence has been relocated and now serves as a Ranger's 
residence, while another cottage has been renovated and is 
being used for rental purposes along with other twelve 
vacation cabins. A third residence is being renovated and will 
serve as a residence for Assistant Superintendent Larry Orr. 

Restoration of the "fish rearing pools", located near the 
White Oaks picnic area at Table Rock, has long been a dream 
of Superintendent Mike Hendrix, Programs Director Bob 
Papenfus and myself. Many people familiar with the early 
development and operation of Table Rock State Park will 
recall the considerable pleasure and interest of the park 
patrons who visited these rearing pools to view the rainbow, 
brook and brown trout swimming in the clear water of the 
numerous and beautifully constructed pools. To date no 
progress has been made to restore the distribution lines 
necessary to keep fresh water flowing through the series of 
pools to sustain the trout. On several occasions I have 
discussed this project with State Parks Director Mr. Ray 
Sisk, and hopefully in the near future he will be able to 
provide the necessary funds, along with some assistance rom 
the parks planning division, to restore the rearing pools to 
full operation once again. 

PARIS MOUNTAIN — Work will again get under way 
shortly after Labor Day on completing the renovations of 
cabins at Buckhorn Group Camp. Some progress was made 
on renovation last winter but had to be curtailed in May of 
this year in order to allow Superintendent Miller's staff to 
ready the park facilities for the summer operation. 
Considerable work is involved and completion of this project 
will, no doubt, take most of the coming winter months. 
Upgrading of sanitary facilities at the Sulphur Springs picnic 
area will also be an undertaking this winter. 

CROFT — A recent lease agreement signed between PRT 
and Mr. Don Cromer, relative to the operation of the 
equestrian facility at Croft, should result in a more efficent 
and satisfactory operation. Work is progressing on the access 
road into the site where the new Olympic pool and bathhouse 
will be located. The development of these new facilities will 
serve a great need at this park. 

ROSE HILL — The availability of a dozen or more 
workers from federally funded manpower programs in Union 
County has enabled Superintendent Fred Belk to improve the 
general overall appearance of Rose Hill State Park. The wise 
and constructive use of this extra help by Superintendent 
Belk and Ranger Eddie Glance has resulted in the 
development of playground facilities to serve the ever
growing number of park users. 

PLEASANT RIDGE - Plans are under consideration to 
upgrade cabin #1 and the park rangers residence at Pleasant 
Ridge. 

ITEMS OF GENERAL INFORMATION — Although 
considerable progress was made last winter marking 
boundary lines in the various parks, some additional work 
will be undertaken to recheck some lines that may have been 
hastily marked and at Croft, where some boundary lines have 
yet to be clearly established. 
ROBERT G. JONES 
District III Superintendent 
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CROFT STATE PARK — A question most often asked 
by our park visitors is, "Where is your swimming area?" 
Before I had no answer, but now I can answer their question 
and say that next season (1977) Croft State Park will have 
swimming! Construction of a beautiful Olympic size pool is 
expected to begin this fall. The scenic road leading to the pool 
site gives one a feeling of actually being up in the mountains. 
It is really something to see. The dry weather has certainly 
allowed rapid progress to be made on the road. 

Camping has been off a little and so has the fishing but 
the visitors using the park have been most complimentary 
about the cleanliness of the park. 

The first public air show for the recently completed model 
airplane field will be held September 12, 1976. This show is 
expected to draw a large attendance from adjoining states. 

Taking a close look at one of the radio-controlled model 
airplanes at opening day festivities are (from left): Croft Supt. 
Ray Hayes; Repr. J. C. Duncan; Dennis Shattuck, president of 
the Sky Knights Model Airplane Club; Judge Paul Moore, 
former state senator; and former Repr. Tom Moore Craig. 

Having been featured as one of the park personalities in 
the last issue, I hope we still have some brave enough to 
continue reading "Park Lites." Now I'll tell you that "the boy 
named Horton" is most often called Danny and the girl who 
captioned "studious Steve" is named Cathy! I want to 
especially thank Dana Sawyer for his patience and 
consideration while undertaking such a task as interviewing 
folks like us. Yes, I surely do like to brag about my family 
and their accomplishments and I too like to be appreciated 
when I've done a good job. Motivation is needed by everyone. 
We give encouragement and praise every chance we have. Our 
family is quite happy and content most of the time because "a 
moment of anger is a minute of happiness lost." 
RAY E. HAYES 
Superintendent 

KEOWEE-TOXAWAY STATE PARK — Major con
struction is the word of the day here at Keowee. The parking 
area and access road have been the object of much work 
during the past several weeks. They are about ready for 
paving, and this should be completed before this report is 
printed, provided the weather holds. 

Fall 1976 

Speaking of the weather, it has been ideal for picnickers 
and boaters in July and August. We have only had two 
showers in the last several weeks, and they lasted less than 
five minutes total! There has been plenty of sunshine for 
everyone! 

The picnic shelters have received excellent use throughout 
the summer as more and more people are "discovering 
Keowee-Toxaway." Many visitors ask about future develop
ments, and the question asked most frequently concerns 
camping facilities. I hope that in the near future I can tell 
them that we have camping. In the meantime, our park is 
unique is that it is the only state park in South Carolina 
where visitors can camp along the trail. 
JOHN RHODES 
Superintendent 

OCONEE STATE PARK — Many new things have come 
to pass this year at Oconee. The new multi-purpose building 
was completed and put into use, and we have received many 
compliments about this much-needed building. The new 
sewer treatment plant was put into operation in early August. 
This was also a much-needed project. 

We are happy to report no major accidents as of this 
writing. My thanks go to rangers Bynum, Ridley, Honea, 
Blakely and Vissage. We could not have had such a good 
summer without their help, and the able assistance from the 
summer employees. 
BOB COTHRAN 
Superintendent 

PARIS MOUNTAIN STATE PARK — Well, as I said in 
the last issue another season is here and now it's almost over! I 
had my summer personnel all lined up before the start of the 
season, but at the beginning I lost my three rangers through 
promotions and resignations. I would like to take this 
opportunity to welcome my new rangers: Larry McPherson 
from Santee; Rodger Minors from Chester; and, Dave 
Blackwell. Dave was my waterfront director last season. 

As usual, the grass gets higher and the trash loads heavier. 
Camp Buckhorn and all of our shelters are being utilized to 
their capacity. Also, Camp Spearhead will be finishing their 
season this week; and, they too have been at their capacity. In 
addition, we have had some problems with our sewer systems. 
By the way if you're wondeing what's wrong with it, it's only 
forty-one years old! 

We were visited twice by the Atlanta Falcons, who held 
their training camp at nearby Furman University. It is always 
a pleasure to have them. 

Our camping area has been really busy with families 
spending their entire vacation with us. Interest has increased 
about the charcoal rings and pioneer cemetery in our camping 
area. This has caused Larry, Rodger and Dave to brush up on 
the notebook published by the Institute of Archeology and 
Anthropology at the University of South Carolina. 

I hope that everyone has had a good season and is looking 
foward to autumn! 
EDDIE MILLER 
Superintendent 
(Written by Ranger Dave Blackwell) 
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PLEASANT RIDGE STATE PARK — Once again the 
summer season has ended and we are still trying to catch up 
on our work as we were in the spring of the year. The cabin 
users, campers and day use visitors have kept us quite busy 
this summer. 

Our summer included the following activities: 8 1-week 
sessions of YMCA day camp, family reunions and church and 
organized group picnics. The campground was used a good 
bit, especially on the weekends. Our cabins, especially the two 
new ones contructed in 1975, were rented just about every 
week. We expect them to be in great demand during the fall 
season. Swimming, boating and fishing were popular; 
however, we were unable to hold swimming classes because 
we could not get a water safety instructor. Several Softball 
teams used our playfield for their activities. 

Once again I can look back and see a summer not marred 
by accidents or tragedies. For this I am quite grateful and I 
thank all of those who helped make it possible. 

We are still on the map in the big town of Cleveland at the 
foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains. Stop in to visit with us 
anytime you're in the Greenville area. 
LEROY L. SMITH 
Superintendent 

ROSE HILL STATE PARK — For a small historical 
park, we sure have been busy this summer! We have had a lot 
more activities going on this season than ever before. It all 
seemed to begin with school groups, then continued with the 
flower and garden clubs, the Business and Professional 
Women's Club, family reunions and church groups holding 
cookouts and picnics. 

The week of July 4th was really one to remember! The 
County Recreation Department had all of its different groups 
out on July 1st and 2nd for all kinds of activities. There was a 
barbecue and picnic on July 3rd, with 18th century games and 
contests enjoyed by all who attended. These events were 
sponsored by the Bicentennial Committee. 
FRED H. BELK 
Superintendent 

SADLERS CREEK STATE PARK — "We the people" 
here at Sadlers Creek think that he have had a very good 
summer and we hope that all of our parks have had the same. 
I would like to thank my staff for making the summer so 
successful. My rangers, Herb Jones and William Crawford 
have done an excellent job. My thanks also go to Mark 
Reddick (recreator), my campground attendant, lifeguards 
and concession operator for their fine work this summer. To 
all of them I say, "I couldn't have done it without you!" 

We are looking forward to fall activities and the meeting 
of the state N.C.H.A. camping clubs. We hope that their 
campout will be as successful as those of the past two years. 

We wish you all a good fall and winter season. 
JIM IVEY 
Superintendent 

TABLE ROCK STATE PARK — This has really been a 
summer season to remember! It started off a little on the cool 
side, but when it finally got hot, it got hot! The swimming 
area has been packed almost every day. The lake seems to be 
the only cool place on the park. The camping area has been 
filled every weekend and about half full through the week. The 
campers have been very pleased about not having to pay to 
use the swimming area. 

Secretary of the Interior Thomas S. Kleppe has designated 
the Table Rock Trail a National Recreation Trail . . . South 
Carolina's first! The trail ascends 2,000 feet to a spectacular 
view of mountain scenery. Everyone that has braved the hike 
to the top says that it was well worth the effort. "Table Rock 
Trek II" will be held in October, and State Park Recreator 
Charles Harrison tells me that response has been excellent for 
the backpacking workshop and overnight hike. 

The BMW Owners of South Carolina held their 4th 
annual rally July 9-11 at Table Rock. Some 330 cylists from 
24 states attended the rally; most of them rode in a parade 
down the main street of Pickens on Saturday morning. The 
touring cyclists were cordially welcomed by the residents of 
Pickens. The rally was a success and we hope to see them 
again next year. 

The annual "Beechnut Cup Carpet Golf Tournament" was 
held at Table Rock on August 3 and 4. Our Table Rock team 
beat the Oconee team by one point. The final game was 
played August 4th at Oconee, with Oconee beating Table 
Rock for the Beechnut Cup. The presentation was made by 
District Superintendent Bob Jones. I still think that the cup 
would look better here at Table Rock. Wait until next year! 
Everyone on both teams enjoyed homemade ice cream after 
the tournament at one of Oconee's picnic shelters, compli
ments of Oconee Superintendent Bob Cothran and his staff. 

We would like to welcome Larry Orr back. He has been 
recuperating from leg surgery at his home in Gaffney. 

I would like to thank all of my staff at Table Rock for the 
super job they did in keeping the summer of 1976 a safe and 
enjoyable one. 
MIKE HENDRIX 
Superintendent 

Chief Naturalist Joe Frank Watson (left) reviews state park 
trail material with State Park Naturalist John R. Clonts. 
Clonts was recently employed to fill the vacancy of Dennis 
Gunter, who transferred to the S. C. Dept. of Wildlife and 
Marine Resources. 
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District IV 
As the summer season comes to a close, I hope that 

everyone has had a safe and successful summer Many parks 
will be moving into winter work programs preparing for 1977. 
Many times we get so involved in maintenance, etc., that we 
tend to forget those who make our jobs possible — the 
public. Public relations are vertabrae in the backbone of our 
organization, and at times we may not communicate as well as 
we should. I have done some research and found some helpful 
hints that I would like to share with you. 

First, we should look at ourselves as individuals and then as 
park employees. Personal appearance should be utmost in 
grooming with uniforms neat, clean, and worn properly. 
Mannerisms should be checked with such questions as: Do I 
say thank you? May I help you?, etc. Politeness sometimes 
requires tact and perhaps "going that extra mile". Speak 
intelligently and simply say that you are understood. The tone 
of voice used is important. Don't be gruff or cut individuals 
short. People notice our facilities and the initiative used in 
maintaining them. Keep grounds and facilities clean. Educate 
visitors to park rules and regulations as this often could save 
embarrassment. 

Second, keep in mind the following considerations: 
1. A visitor is not one to argue or match wits with. You 

may show your own stupidity. 
2. Visitors are not dependent upon us; we are dependent 

upon them. They are the purpose of our work. 
3. Visitors have feelings and emotions just as we do. 

Treat them with the respect with which you wish to be 
treated. 

4. A visitor is a person who brings us his problems. It is 
our job to handle them in such a way as to be beneficial to 
him and to ourselves. 

5. The park visitor is the utmost important person with 
whom we deal. 
FREDDIE PARKMAN 
District IV Superintendent 
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ANDREW JACKSON STATE PARK — The park has 
been very busy this Bicentennial year. We have had a 
substantial increase in people utilizing our picnic and 
camping areas. Our fishing has been very good this summer. 
Many of our campers have had good luck and many have 
returned frequently to camp and fish with us. Superintendent 
Lew Griffin and I recently built a cedar post fence across the 
back of the ranger's residence. We were well pleased by the 
result of our labors and the improvement it made in the 
appearance of the house and yard. We are planning many 
such projects to improve and add to our park, many of 
which, will be included in our winter work program. 
BILL BOYCE 
Ranger 

BAKER CREEK STATE PARK — Summer got off to a 
slow start here at Baker Creek because the spring rains 
brought the lake level up several feet. In spite of inclement 
weather, hundreds of vacationers enjoyed the Fourth of July 
activities. 

Programs were planned for young and old alike so no one 
could complain about being bored! Afternoons were filled 
with volleyball, basketball, horseshoe games, and arts and 
crafts. In the evenings, campers enjoyed puppet shows, 
movies, bingo, and campfire sing-alongs. 

Friday night, July 2, Melvin Raines of Greenville 
presented a program of gospel and country music. Saturday, 
July 3, will be long remembered for the greasy watermelon 
swim and an evening hayride enjoyed by over 100 people. 
(The hay wagon had to make three trips!) 

Sunday, July 4, began with morning worship followed by 
sack races, egg toss, fishing and horseshoe tournaments. 
Prizes were awarded to the winners. That evening the 
"Singing Vaughn Family" of Greenville presented a program 
of gospel music at which time the winners of the "Most 
Patriotic" campsite competiton were presented a South 
Carolina souvenir tray. 

All of these activities would not have been possible if it 
were not for the untiring efforts of our summer recreator, 
Mary Knisely. Mary hails from Roanoke, Virginia, and is a 
rising senior at North Carolina State University. She is 
majoring in natural resource recreation management and is 
serving her summer internship as both recreator and park-
aids. (We taught her how to clean restrooms and empty 
garbage cans. She wasn't learning this at N. C. State!) 

Beginner swimming lessons were offered for children 
during the week of July 12-17. About 50 youngsters were 
enrolled. Mike Leary, our W.S.I. did an excellent job as did 
the other members of our waterfront staff. Classes in 
Lifesaving were held during the month of August. 

We have had several church groups and scout groups 
camp with us in addition to our usual number of family 
campers. I for one was certainly glad to see the swimming fee 
lifted for campers. It created a lot of criticism here as well as 
hurt our business. 

Again this summer we were privileged to have two 
missionaries sponsored by the local churches helping with our 
recreation program. Tim Hunt from Anderson and K. C. 
Rupe from Arkansas did an outstanding job. They divided 
their talents between Baker Creek, Hamilton Branch, and 
Hickory Knob. 
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A company from Abbeville, S. C. held its annual 
employee picnic here August 14th with about one thousand 
persons attending! 

Before closing, I wish to extend a word of thanks to all of 
the park crew for a job well done, especially rangers Chuck 
Grant and John Mixon. All of these people have worked long 
hours, often under very trying circumstances. We have 
managed to get through another season without a major 
catastrophe. 
WAYNE TIMMS 
Superintendent 

CHESTER STATE PARK — Summer is over and things 
have gone smoothly here at Chester. Park attendance is up 
slightly over last year in spite of a rainy May and June. The 
bass are beginning to bite again with an 8 pounder, 2 six 
pounders and a 5 pounder taken the first week in August. 
Deer hunters have already begun camping to scout for 
productive hunting areas. The archery course is seeing heavier 
use as hunters practice for the upcoming bow season. 

Congratulations to Ranger Roger Minors on his promo
tion to Paris Mountain State Park. The new ranger at 
Chester is Jon Foster, a native of California. He and his wife 
Kay, a Chester County native, have been living in Chester for 
about a year. Kay is employed by the Chester County 
hospital and Jon previously worked for the Forest Service at 
Sumter National Forest. They are patiently(?) awaiting the 
arrival of a little Foster in late September. We welcome Kay 
and Jon to the mad, mad world of Park Rangers. 

The welcome mat is always out to anyone who can find 
time to drop by Chester. Keep in mind, when hordes are 
littering your park on Sunday afternoon, winter can't be far 
away! 
TED WILLIAMS 
Superintendent 

DREHER ISLAND STATE PARK — Dreher Island is 
getting ready for development, and many people including 
myself are delighted. Hopefully we will be ready to compete 
with the other fine parks in South Carolina, and anywhere 
else in the country. 

The summer has ended and we have had many visitors 
from all parts of the world camping, fishing, boating, and 
enjoying other water sports. 

We are looking forward to the beginning of the first 
phase of work on the park in the very near future, and we will 
be ready for opening in 1977. 

Come out and see this beautiful inland park and you will 
agree with me that we will soon have a nice park. 
WALLY BROCK 
Superintendent 

GREENWOOD STATE PARK — Although more slowly 
than last year, the season is beginning to wind down. People 
continue to visit the park in great numbers, but they are being 
very tight fisted with their money. 

The annual Festival of Flowers held in Greenwood each 
July brought a wide range of campers to the aprk. We had 
many out of state campers as well as visitors from France, 
Germany, and the Netherlands. 

The fishing's good at Greenwood! 

Fishing has continued to be slow this summer. The 
fishermen are still trying but with little success. 

Now that summer is coming to an end, it's time to get 
back to painting, repairing and getting ready for next season. 
After things quiet down we can look back on the smiling 
faces encountered during the summer and realize that all the 
work was not in vain. 

Don't work too hard and if you have time drop by to see 
us. 
JOE L. HAMBRIGHT 
Superintendent 

HAMILTON BRANCH STATE PARK — This summer 
has really brought the campers to Hamilton Branch as more 
and more people are finding out about our lovely camping 
facilities. Our summer's operation has been a fairly smooth 
one with the exception of our power failure on the July 4th 
weekend. We were able to correct the problem within twelve 
hours, so we did not lose any of our campers. Our thanks to 
District Superintendent Freddie Parkman for helping to 
correct the problem. 

Fishing has really been slow the past couple of months 
with all of the hot weather that we've had. The decrease in 
fishermen has been more than offset by our increaase in 
picnickers, swimmers and water skiers. Our day use areas 
have been extremely popular on weekends. 

Ranger Leon Holliday is still on temporary leave of 
absence because of health reasons. I hope that he will be back 
before long, as this is a busy time of year to be short handed. 

Labor Day weekend is right around the corner, and we 
are expecting another full camping area like we had over the 
4th of July. We had all 200 sites occupied for most of the 
week of the 4th, and that kept us hopping. 

We wish everyone a good fall season. Drop in and see us 
when you are in our area! 
FRANK BAUGHMAN 
Superintendent 

Page 20 Park Lites 



HICKORY KNOB STATE RESORT PARK — We in 
this area of the state have experienced three seasons in one 
since the first of June! The rains of spring (that came in 
June), the heat of summer and the cool snap of a fall day! 
The rains just about killed the fishing in Clark Hill Lake. The 
lake level must have been up five or six feet higher than 
normal. Then the heat came, and the fish continued to play 
hide and seek . . . and they won! It wasn't until August that 
fishing begin to pick up. It's rather sad when you have fifteen 
or twenty people competing in a fishing derby and the winner 
is the one man who caught a fish! 

Paul Irwin resigned in July to work with the Wildlife 
Commission, and Roger Ardis arrived to take over new duties 
at Hickory Knob. Millie Baqui resigned in August to take a 
job in McCormick, while Julie Hodges is our new secretary. 

The Hickory Knob rangers under Don Hoiloway added a 
new paved boat launching ramp at the Little River site near 
the Information Center. This is a great improvement for that 
area. 

The new meeting building at Hickory Knob has been a 
valuable addition for those companies and agencies planning 
meetings at the McCormick County resort park. 

We were privileged to have Tim Hunt of Anderson and 
K. C. Rupe of Arkansas working with us at the park during 
the summer. These fine young men did an excellent job and 
were with us through the courtesy of the Baptist Mission 
Board. 

One of the new program additions for the summer was the 
Friday night hayrides. Stable manager Charlie Burrell and 
Dot Elliott worked this out together and it has proven to be 
one of the highlights of guests' stay at the park. The evening 
included a ride in the hay wagon down to the lake, a campfire 
and marshmallow toasting, songs, stories and the ride back. 
Guests always concluded this ride as they approached the 
barn singing, "Jingle bells, jingle bells, jingle all the way. Oh, 
what fun it is to ride in a wagon full of hay!" 

And so the summer passed! It seems that not too long ago 
we welcomed our first guest of the season. All things 
considered, it has been a good one! When you folks are 
finally able to take your vacations, come see us! We'd be 
happy to welcome you to Hickory Knob! 
TED F. BARBIE 
Superintendent 

KINGS MOUNTAIN STATE PARK — Another 
summer has neared its end and the staff (both full-time and 
part-time) at KMSP hopes all the parks were as busy as we 
were. 

The Trading Post broke its previous record of revenue on 
the weekends. The increase resulted from a greater selling of 
souvenirs and FOOD, particularly to the general public. 
Praise for this increase goes to the efficient Trading Post 
summer help. Camping remained about the same as last 
summer (some campers during the week and '/£ to % full on 
the weekends). The decrease in campers was due largely to the 
vary rainy weather we had in May and June. The 
campground was "packed" on July 4th weekend even though 
it rained. 

KMSP seems 
previously. Many 
spent an entire 
hiking, and other 
Use of the shelter 
and this probably 
There were over 
month. 

to be attracting more day visitors than 
tour groups, particularly from churches, 

day enjoying the swimming, picnicking, 
recreational activities offered at the park, 
on the weekends was extensive at the park 
saved our revenue for the month of June. 

100 family and class reunions during this 

Camp Cherokee and York maintained a constant flow of 
groups all summer. Groups using the camps were church 
groups from West Columbia, Hopkins, Lancaster, Greenville, 
North Charleston, Columbia, Mauldin, and Savannah, 
Georgia. Other groups were the Y.M.C.A. from Rock Hill, 
Gaffney Band, Woodmen of the World, and Brookland-
Cayce Band from Cayce, S. C. Complete renovation of Camp 
Cherokee is planned for this winter with a new ceiling, 
installation of insulation and new doors and windows. 

Renovation also occurred in one of the campground 
bathrooms which now looks very bright with it new colors 
and facilities. Such a nice job would not have been possible 
without the help of Bill Lucas. 

Even though everyone, including the campers, had to pay 
to swim, the number of persons using the bathhouse and 
Lake Crawford did not decrease. We owe a special thanks to 
our lifeguards. They were so good at their job that they did 
not have to save a single person's life this summer. 
Appreciation goes to all those who helped in the concession 
stand and bathhouse. Bright smiles and helpfulness go a long 
way with the public. 

Recreational activities for campers ran smoothly this 
summer with the normal sports, arts and crafts, films, 
speakers, much square dancing, religious singings, and even 
several presentations of a drama known as "Fabric of 
Freedoms". The shuffleboard course and the nature museum 
were repainted by the recreator, Laurie Morris and the 
naturalist, Sandi Weeks. A bog terrarium and fresh water 
aquarium were set up in the nature museum along with other 
exhibits such as turtles, "screaming bullfrogs", lizards, insects, 
and the BIGGIE — the snakes. A special feature included 
white rats which were used to feed the snakes (all non-
poisonous). A leaf collection as well as an insect collection 
gave the visitors an idea as to the type of trees and insects 
found in the area. 
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Other activities included trail hiking, treasure hunting, 
sand painting, snake feedings, spider web printing, and leaf 
printing. Films and speakers were environmentally oriented. 
Campers seemed to appreciate the ideas of the speakers. The 
attention-getters were the snake handlers who brought both 
poisonous and non-poisonous species. The 16 mile overnight 
backpacking trail located in the state and adjacent national 
park is about completed and will be ready to hike by the end 
of the summer. We are in debt to Mike Loveless, 
Superintendent of the Kings Mountain National Park for 
offering us the help of the YCCs working at the National 
Park for this summer. The recreator and naturalist worked 
with the YCCs on the trail and considered them to be an 
excellent group of young people. 

The spacious Visitors' Center at Kings Mountain National 
Military Park is a definite asset in attracting visitors to the 
adjacent state park, according to Kings Mountain State Park 
Supt. Lee Jordan. 

The only state park greenhouse now has flesh added to its 
skeleton. The flesh is in the form of fiberglass and shading 
devices. Fans, lights, plant holders, sprinkler and mist systems 
have all been installed this summer. New equipment for the 
greenhouse includes plows, two new trailers, discs, and a 
tractor. A new shed was erected for the extra equipment. 
Gardening includes 250 potted plants, most of which are 
hollies. Three thousand cuttings have been started and several 
types of shrubbery are awaiting transplanting. Eventually 
plants will be transferred to all state parks for beautification 
purposes. Special words of praise go to the following people 
responsible for the greenhouse development thus far: Lou 
Catoe, Bud Seay, L. M. Kemberlin, T. M. Schuler, J. B. 
Work, Jerry Harris, Dennis Hart, Charles (Bull) Mason, Jake 
Timms, and Mike Loveless. The staff hopes to have the 
greenhouse in working condition by the summer's end. 

Last, but certainly not least, is the latest news on the 
development of the living farm. The ranger's log cabin now 
has its foundations of old stone, sides of 140 year old logs, 
and a subflooring. The roof should be on in another month. 
All new lumber was hand-hewn to resemble the old logs. The 
men mainly responsible for this creation are Lloyd King, 
Grady McColl, and Jule Powell. The inside will be completed 
with the help of L. M. Kemberlin and T. M. Schuler. Much 
progress has been made on the project which could not have 
been possible without the interest of Mr. Sisk and the hard 
work of Mike Foley and his staff. 

A farm must have cleared land for crops and J. R. 
Altman, Superintendent of Construction for PRT and his 
crew of five men cleared approximately 10-15 acres for spring 
crops. A cover will be planted for the fall and winter to 
prevent erosion. A parking lot has also been built and a new 
playground area has been cleared for the campground. Plans 
are in the making to transfer old playground equipment to 
Lake Crawford for general public use during the day. 

A two acre pond site is now being surveyed by the County 
Soil Conservation people which will be used later to water the 
greenhouse. J. R. will have fun building this one! Lloyd and 
Grady will also rebuild a mule-driven cotton gin when the 
Ranger's Cabin is completed. 

Parts of the Living Farm may be ready for the summer of 
1977. 

Again, the summer could not have been successful without 
the help of every person who worked here at Kings 
Mountain. 
LEE W. JORDAN 
Superintendent 

LANDSFORD CANAL STATE PARK — With Labor 
Day only a few days away and with another summer season 
behind everyone, I'm sure most of the park personnel are 
ready to welcome Labor Day and the slower pace of things 
which comes with it. The summer season got off to such a wet 
start and then things got bone dry. It seems that the weather 
goes from one extreme to another! With things so dry and the 
possibility of fire so great, sure makes for a lot of sleepless 
nights. 

With the help of my ranger, Charles Love and the workers 
from the Manpower program, we have gotten much 
underbrushing and other things accomplished with many 
more to do. This park has much potential and, I'm very 
pleased to be here and see it develop. Jim Work did 
outstanding work and accomplished much while he was 
superintendent here and, I only hope that I can do as much. 
If a person wants tranquility with beautiful surroundings, it 
can be found here. The park has much to offer the public, 
whether it be a lesson in history or a day with the family 
spent on the river bank, with good fishing and a picnic lunch. 

I would like to share a little history with you concerning 
the area which is now known as Landsford Canal State Park. 
I hope that you will find it as interesting as I have. Landsford 
got its name from Thomas Land who had been given a land 
grant by the King of England. The ford or crossing was 
included in the land grant. 

Landsford played a prominent part in two great wars. 
General Cornwallis is supposed to have led his men in retreat 
over the ford from Charlotte to Winnsboro after the Battle of 
Kings Mountain. General Thomas Sumter and William R. 
Davie used Landsford as their mustering ground for their 
forces when they were preparing for their attack on Hanging 
Rock. Sherman was delayed by high water at the ford during 
the War Between the States. Indians used the ford for 
crossing the Catawba River and I'm told that today near the 
canal can be seen the "sign stone". If water covered the stone 
the traveler did not dare to venture out. 
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William R. Davie came back to Landsford in 1805 and 
built his home, which he called Tivoli. Here he was to spend 
the last fifteen years of his life. He was instrumental in 
helping to start the canal. Landsford had been promised a 
commission for a long time in order to build a canal. Davie 
gave part of his land for the building of the canal. Thus 
Landsford had its beginning. The canal and locks were 
designed to by-pass the shoals of the Catawba. 

The canal is approximately 12 feet in width and about 12 
feet in depth. Robert Mills was the Architect. He also drew 
up some of the best maps of S. C. as well as designed many 
notable public buildings in S. C. Some of them were the 
courthouse in Camden and Winnsboro, the state hospital in 
Columbia, as well as some nationally known public buildings. 
Robert Leckie was the Engineer and a cornerstone relates 
that the canal was built by "Robert Leckie, Contractor — 
1823." 

Tradition says that only one barge of cotton passed 
through the canal on its way to Charleston and a $30.00 toll 
was received. A document was found by Dr. E. T. Crowson 
when he did research on the canal and its surrounding area 
which reads as follows: 

'"To the Superintendent of Public Works'. 
There is due Mr. John Carter $250.00 for his 

services as lockkeeper and toll collector of Lands Ford 
Canal for the year 1826. 
March 13, 1827 
Walter Izard, Assistant Engineer." 

Landsford Canal has been compared by some to the 
Mayan Temple. With the railroad, Civil War and recession 
which followed, the canal seemed to have been forgotten. I 
would like to thank Mr. and Mrs. T. L. Simpson for all the 
articles they were so kind to let me borrow while I did a little 
research on Landsford, its beginning and the role it played in 
the history of South Carolina. 
MARSHALL L. BRUCKE 
Superintendent 

SESQUICENTENNIAL STATE PARK — We're in the 
home stretch on this "season", and it has been a very good 
summer at Sesqui from an operational point of view. 
Revenue is down but attendance is up, and collectively we 
have the best A-2 team I've had the pleasure of working with. 
The waterfront and maintenance crews have been superb. 
There has been no friction and a friendly spirit of rivalry and 
good natured banter has sparked interest and enthusiasm. 
This led to a challenge and the first event of the Sesqui 
Olympics, a Softball game between the two crews. The girls 
from the bathhouse and carpet golf, along with our park 
wives, provided an excellent cookout and did double duty as 
cheerleaders. The competition was fierce and I was happy to 
see the game end in a 7 to 7 tie. We hope to continue with a 
volleyball and carpet golf tournament and more cooking-out. 
I want to express my sincerest appreciation to the 1976 A-2 
crew for an outstanding contribution to our operation and I 
hope circumstances will make them available again next year. 
I also want to thank Gus Krajcik and Rod Corley for their 
excellent supervision and coordination of our personnel and 
equipment, and the development and maintenance of 
harmonious working conditions throughout this summer. 

Massive wooden playground equipment gets a workout 
when Columbia youngsters visit Sesquicentennial State Park. 

Some of the crew voluntarily put in extra hours when on 
July 24th a patient from the State Hospital disappeared in the 
park. We finally found him about 1 A.M. Sunday morning, 
scratched, scared and very hungry, but otherwise in good 
condition. 

Noted but unheralded events: Gus and Rod observed 
birthdays in July. My wife Ila ignored another one. May each 
of you have many more, with each happier than the preceding 
one. Rod's wife, "Debbie", graduated from Midland Tech this 
month. Congratulations Debbie, we're proud and happy for 
you! 

Welcome visitors to Sesqui recently include Don and 
Bernice Holloway from Hickory Knob and Bobbie and Judy 
Hatfield and Mrs. Robert Taylor from Santee State Park. It 
is always a great pleasure to see past residents of Sesqui and 
other members of the park system's families. Now that Jim is 
back in this area (Ridgeway), his wife Mary and children visit 
our beach for splashing and sunbathing. 

Sesqui is about to be engulfed in a "Boom-Town". The 
Northeastern section of Richland County is developing 
rapidly and a new paper is being published weekly, called 
"Richland North East". The last edition featured a quarter 
page picture and caption on Sesqui's Log House. 

We now have new tile in the old campground restrooms 
and it sure looks great. I think our dump station problems 
have finally been solved and we are the proud recipients of a 
new Gravely mower which replaced the old Kut-Kwik that we 
just couldn't nurse along any further. I'd like to thank Mr. 
Sisk, Pearce Thomson and Freddie Parkman for their 
assistance in getting these items. 

Dana says that it's dead-line time, and I'm running right 
down to the wire. Keep it up Dana; we all enjoy the results of 
your labor. Happy Thanksgiving Everyone! 
JIM MEADORS 
Superintendent 
"The Sesqui Scribe" 
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NPDES . . . 
Alphabet Soup 

Treatment plant at Oconee State Park. 

The NPDES (National Pollutant Discharge Elimina
tion System) program has recently placed additional 
responsibilities on many of our environmental system 
operators. The wastewater treatment plant operators 
are now responsible for monitoring the effluent 
(discharge) from the wastewater treatment facilities. 

The department presently operates 16 wastewater 
treatment plants and has two more in the design 
phase. Each of these facilities must be operated and 
maintained by a certified operator. To obtain certifica
tion, an operator must meet experience requirements 
and satisfactorily complete a comprehensive exam 
given by the State for Environmental System Op
erators. 

Most of our existing treatment plants are now 
required to monitor for BOD (Biochemical Oxygen 
Demand), Total Suspended Solids, pH and Fecal 
Coliform. Eight of the existing plants have also been 
given a compliance schedule which states that by the 
middle of 1977, these plants will either terminate the 
discharge into our lakes or will be modified to 
accomplish nutrient removal (ammonia, phosphorus). 
The design work to meet this compliance schedule is 
presently being conducted by Johnny Johnson and 
Associates of Columbia. 

DHEC (Department of Health and Environmental 
Control) is performing the lab analysis for the park 
system. This lab work is being performed at cost by 
DHEC and has helped our department with the 
economic burden of meeting the NPDES permits. This 
service is provided to all state agencies by DHEC. 

While DHEC is performing our lab analysis, the 
operator in charge is responsible for seeing that 
samples are taken and delivered to the district labs. He 
is also responsible for on-site monitoring of flow, pH, 
chlorine residual and dissolved oxygen. All of these are 
in addition to the daily treatment plant maintenance 
and operation. 

I'd like to express my thanks to the treatment plant 
operators, superintendents and district superinten
dents for their cooperation in this effort to provide 
efficient wastewater treatment facilities for our park 
system. Special congratulations to Santee and Sesqui 
State Parks, which have received the best monitoring 
reports to date. 

HEYWARD H. BOUKNIGHT 
State Park Engineer 

Fall Superintendents' Conference To Be Held 
November 15-18 

This year's conference will begin on the morning of 
Tuesday, the 16th of November, with superintendents 
and other personnel arriving at Hickory Knob State 
Resort Park on the 15th. Park reports will be given on 
Tuesday, with the remaining two days scheduled for 
programs and demonstrations. The conference will 
conclude with a banquet Thursday night. 

Please give some thought to the following topics 
prior to the conference: 1. What experiences from 
my park's operation would benefit my fellow superin
tendents? 2. Did any unusual problems occur at 
the park during the past year? If so, how did we deal 

with these problems and how could they be avoided in 
the future? 3. What comments that I received from 
park visitors would be helpful to other superintendents 
in improving our overall operation? 

Be prepared to share your experiences of 1976 with 
others in our system. We can make the best state park 
system even better by helping one another. 

We in the Columbia office look forward to seeing 
you at Hickory Knob in November! 

ROBERT J. PAPENFUS 
Programs Coordinator 
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Hamper's Horner 

State Sales Tax Added 
To Camping Fees 

Effective September 6, state sales tax is being 
charged for the use of family campsites at South 
Carolina state parks. This was recently enacted into 
law by the state legislature, with enforcement beginning 
on Labor Day. The addition of 4% state sales tax brings 
the total to amounts requiring pennies for change (see 
chart below). While this is a bit of a nuisance for park 
personnel, present rates were set without advance 
knowledge of the sales tax legislation. 

The following rates are effective at all South 
Carolina state parks for the period of September 1-
March 31. (The four coastal state parks . . . Myrtle 
Beach, Huntington Beach, Edisto Beach and Hunting 
Island . . . increase their daily camping fee to $6.25 
from April 1 to August 31.) 

CAMPING FEES AND S. C. SALES TAX (4%) 
S. C. 

Nights Fee Sales Tax Total 
1 4.25 .17 4.42 
2 8.50 .34 8.84 
3 12.75 .51 13.26 
4 17.00 .68 17.68 
5 21.25 .85 22.10 
6 25.50 1.02 26.52 
7 29.75 1.19 30.94 
8 34.00 1.36 35.36 
9 38.25 1.53 39.78 

10 42.50 1.70 44.20 

FREE SWIMMING FOR CAMPERS . . .  T h e  
swimming fee for campers at supervised swimming 
areas of state parks was removed effective July 30. The 
fee had been imposed last year in an effort to increase 
revenue, but had been met with considerable opposi
tion from campers. The one exception to this rule is 
the swimming pool at Myrtle Beach State Park, where 
the present fee schedule will continue. 

Supervised swimming areas at South Carolina state 
parks are open during the summer months at the 
following locations: Aiken, Baker Creek, Barnwell, 
Cheraw, N. R. Goodale, Greenwood, Kings Mountain, 
Lee, Little Pee Dee, Myrtle Beach (pool), Oconee, 
Paris Mountain, Pleasant Ridge, Poinsett, Rivers Bridge 
(pool), Sadlers Creek, Santee, Sesquicentennial and 
Table Rock. Ocean swimming is available at our four 
coastal parks: Edisto Beach, Hunting Island, Hunting
ton Beach and Myrtle Beach. Hickory Knob State 
Resort Park has a swimming pool for the use of lodge 
and cabin guests. 

Prize Fish 
From Hunting Island 

The prize sea trout caught in Beaufort during 1975-
76 came from the lagoon at Hunting Island State Park! 
Mrs. Ella Wiley of Frogmore landed a 7 pound, 8 
ounce whopper to win the Colden Battey trophy, 
according to Col. Charles Stocked, Director of the 
Beaufort County Chamber of Commerce. The annual 
award is given for the largest sea trout caught in 
Beaufort County during the year. It was given in the 
name of two dozen prominent citizens of Beaufort as a 
memorial to Dr. Colden Battey, who was recognized as 
the top trout fisherman in this part of the country. 

Spotted sea trout, sometimes called specks or 
weakfish, are caught all along the South Atlantic coast. 
The record fish, taken in Florida, is 15 pounds, 6 
ounces. South Carolina's record trout is just over 11 
pounds. 

Mrs. Wiley with her trophy; photo by Ralph A. Newcomb, 
Jr., Burton. 

Mrs. Wiley and her husband are regular visitors to 
Hunting Island State Park, where they take many large 
trout from the small enclosed lagoon which is fed by 
tidal creeks. The Wileys fish year-round; in July they 
took eighty big trout at Hunting Island in three days, 
using mud minnows! 

Mrs. Wiley received an engraved silver bowl and her 
name has been inscribed on a plaque which hangs on 
the wall of the Chamber of Commerce. The 1976-77 
Colden Battey tournament is now underway, as is the 
Chamber's big six-month fishing tournament, featuring 
some 72 prizes for 42 species of fish and several 
different tackle weights. Both contests are free with no 
entry fee required. 
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Two Millionth Visitor At Charles Towne Landing 
A vacationing Iva, South Carolina family received a 

pleasant surprise July 14 as they entered the gates at 
Charles Towne Landing. Park Manager Cox informed 
Mr. and Mrs. Earl Scroggs and their children, Joan, 16; 
Mark, 11; and Debra, 4; that their vehicle contained the 
two-millionth visitor to the historic site! The Scroggs 
received a police escort into the park, where they were 
greeted at the park office by United States Senator J. 
Strom Thurmond, PRT Commissioner Joseph B. 
Fraser, and PRT Executive Director Fred P. Brink-
man. Senator Thurmond presented several gifts to the 
Scroggs family in honor of the occasion. 

Just prior to the Scroggs' arrival, Commissioner 
Fraser had presented to Senator Thurmond a State 
Recreation Award for his contribution to the state's 
recreational programs and to the leisure industry. The 
Thurmond family was vacationing at a nearby 
Charleston resort. 

Charles Towne Landing was opened in 1970 as one 
of three Tricentennial exposition centers, and is now 
operated by the South Carolina Department of Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism. 

CTL Expo Park Manager Janson Cox (left) and U. S. 
Senator Strom Thurmond chat with the Scroggs family. 

Checking The Cash Registers 
We have come to the close of another operational 

season. Such factors as early school closing last May, 
the wet month of June and the early return to schools 
in August all seemed to have their effect. However, I 
think that all of us made a good effort to sell and 
collect as much revenue as possible. The entire crew of 
the Merchandising Section . . . Jim King, Merl Rhodes, 
Tommy Putnam and I extend a big "thanks!" for all the 
help you superintendents and rangers gave us in our 
effort to supply the park visitor with the merchandise 
he or she needed. 

We were able this past season to initiate, with Mr. 
Sisk's approval, a pilot project of locating coin-
operated game machines in the Myrtle Beach pier 
entrance building. We found them to be very 
successful both in collecting revenue and providing 
enjoyment for the park visitor. A few selected state 
parks may get similar machines next year. They are a 
very good source of revenue with no investment by the 
State for equipment, etc. 

We continue to plan our efforts toward the two-fold 
purpose of serving the park user and generating much-
needed revenue to supplement our legislative ap
propriation. Any new constructive ideas for additional 
ways of increasing revenue are always welcomed. 

We wish all of our park families much happiness 
through the fall and winter months. 

RALPH RABON 
Chief of Merchandising 

Two Programs To Be 
Featured In The Next Issue 

An arts and crafts festival and a backpacking 
workshop-overnight hike were being planned at press 
time and will be included in the winter issue of PARK 
LITES. The first "Atalaya Arts and Crafts Festival" 
was held September 17-19 at the unique one-story 
castle-like structure at Huntington Beach State Park. 
Many entries were received by Recreators Danny 
Turpin and Charles Harrison, and all indications point 
toward a highly successful event. 

"Table Rock II" will be held at Table Rock State 
Park the first weekend of October . . . from Friday 
evening, October 1 to noon on Sunday, October 3. Last 
year's "Trek" was greatly enjoyed by the fifty persons 
that attended, so this year's event has been improved 
in anticipation of another excellent turnout. Optional 
sessions this year will include outdoor photography, 
edible wild plants and cooking, conservation practices, 
plus basic map and compass use. "This trail at Table 
Rock offers some spectacular mountain views and was 
recently designated a National Recreation Trail," said 
Recreator Charles Harrison. 

Programs such as these are meeting with excellent 
response from special interest groups, and all indica
tions point to more and better of the same in months 
to come from the State Park Division's Programs 
Section. 
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John Clonts 
Jerry M. Spivey 
Jonathan M. Foster 
Charles E. Price 
Corbin McRae 
William E. Bowen 
Gary D. Ward 
Stanley M. Looper 
Sandra Lanier 
Julie Hodges 

New Personnel 
Naturalist Central Office 
Ranger I Myrtle Beach 
Ranger I Chester 
Ranger I Lee 
Ranger I Redcliffe 
Ranger I Edisto 
Ranger I Kings Mountain 
Ranger I Pleasant Ridge 
Sales Clerk Hickory Knob 
Clerk Typist Hickory Knob 

Promotions And Transfers 
Olin Smith 
Jesse J. Cline 
Moody Rutledge 
Tony L. Cannon 
Robert Taylor 
L. W. McPherson 
Charles Grant 
James Creech 
Roger Minors 
Chavis Wald 
Robert W. Wilson 
Roger Ardis 
Bob Parrish 
Bill Alewine 
Mel Felder 
Mike Davidson 
Jefferson Moore 

CETA, Cheraw 
Sales Clerk, Hickory Knob 
Ranger I, Pleasant Ridge 
Ranger I, Santee 
Ranger I, Myrtle Beach 
Ranger II, Santee 
Ranger II, Hickory Knob 
Ranger I, Lee 
Ranger I, Chester 
Ranger I, Table Rock 
Ranger I, Hickory Knob 
Ranger I, N. R. Goodale 
Trades Worker, Hickory Knob 
Asst. Supt., Santee 
Asst. Supt., Hunting Island 
PMA, Santee 
Ranger III, Huntington Beach 

Ranger I, Cheraw 
Ranger I, Hickory Knob 
Ranger I, Table Rock 
Ranger I, CTL 
PMA, Santee 
Ranger III, Paris Mountain 
Ranger III, Huntington Beach 
Ranger II, Santee 
Ranger II. Paris Mountain 
Ranger II, Baker Creek 
Ranger II, Hickory Knob 
Ranger II, Hickory Knob 
Supt. I, Dreher Island 
Supt. II, Lee 
Supt. II, Edisto 
Asst. Supt., Santee 
Asst. Supt., Hunting Island 

Resignations 
Robert Galloway 
Dennis Gunter 
William Norris 
Wayne Purvis 
John Brown 
Paul G. Irwin 
Frances Grant 
Barbara Parrish 
William Bullard 
Floyd Soon 
Nancy Hook 
Jerry Smith 

CETA 
Naturalist 
Ranger I 
Ranger I 
Ranger II 
Ranger II 
Ranger II 
Hotel Clerk 
Supt. II 
CETA 
Historical Research Coord. 
Ranger I 

II 

Hickory Knob 
Central Office 
Edisto 
Edisto 
Paris Mountain 
Hickory Knob 
Hickory Knob 
Hickory Knob 
Edisto 
Cheraw 
Central Office 
Lynches River 

Retirees 
Wallace W. Brock 
Van Pressley 
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Where We've Been And Where We're Going . . . 

A MATTER OF PERSPECTIVE 

HOUSE OF DEACON MOSES SAWYER . . . "THE RED HOUSE" ... AT THE 
SAWYER APPLE ORCHARDS, SALISBURY, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

All of us are aware that this has been the "Year of 
the Bicentennial!" Much effort has been made to 
interest all Americans in learning more about the first 
two hundred years of our nation. Visitation to historic 
points of interest has increased significantly as people 
have been taking "living history lessons." 

A two-week vacation for our family in August 
provided us the opportunity to visit my parents in New 
Hampshire. Some of the more memorable moments 
during that time were spent at the Sawyer farm in 
Salisbury, where my cousin Edward, his wife 
Bevy and their three children live. Ed has a "back-
breaking pastime ..." tending to an apple orchard with 
one thousand trees! Another home near Ed's is the 
summer home of my Aunt, Mrs. Charlotte Sawyer 
Carriel. A retired high school English teacher and 
department head, Aunt Char's "red house" at the farm 
is a "living history lesson" in itself. 

This magnificent structure was built around 1782 by 
one of my forebears, Deacon Moses Sawyer. "This 
house still remains in his family, and is yet in fair 
condition. Its heavy oak timbers have been only 
hardened by time, while their external covering has 
suffered but little from exposure. It is a good type of 
the house of a well-to-do New Hampshire farmer of a 
hundred years ago. With timely repairs it will easily 
outlast this century and the next."1 

'History of Salisbury, New Hampshire, John Dearborn, 1890. 

Ed and I jogged up a rocky dirt lane into the 
orchard one afternoon to get a better view of the sunset 
over nearby Mount Kearsarge. It was a time for me to 
reflect upon the past and present generations of 
Sawyers that called this piece of ground "home." It was 
an opportunity for me to compare yesterday with 
today and see if the knowledge of past history can be 
helpful in determining what I can do to make my life 
more meaningful and productive. 

It definitely can be! That's where this business of 
perspective comes into the picture. With a view of 
where we've been, we can see more clearly where we 
are and in which direction we are headed. 

I have already referred indirectly to remarks made 
August 28, 1955 by the late Hon. Elmer M. Hunt on 
"Old Home Sunday" in the Salisbury Congregational 
Church. Our family happened to be in New Hampshire 
the same weekend that "Old Home Days" were being 
celebrated during this Bicentennial year. A highlight of 
our visit to the Granite State was this day of 
participating in the festivities with Salisbury residents 
and other visitors. I rode in the parade in my cousin's 
1928 Franklin sedan (and truly felt my age when I 
realized that this classic was built just FIVE years 
before I was born! 

Read and reflect upon some of Mr. Hunt's thoughts 
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concerning "where we are and where we're going." He 
expresses himself so much better than I ever could. 

"Memories of happy days, sunsets over Kearsarge, 
the whippoorwill calling in the deep woods, a neighbor 
waving as he passes, the great bell ringing at church 
time, or the first spears of newly planted corn pushing 
up through the brown earth in the springtime . . . these 
are the sum of such living as was had here two hundred 
years ago and can still be had here. Those, I think are 
the true elements of our history. 

"If they seem worth having to us, they can be 
safeguarded by toil and patience and faith. They are 
the things that first brought people here, and kept so 
many of them here to old age. They worked hard, and 
liked it. They had patience with nature and with each 
other's shortcomings, and they had faith in their 
destiny. 

"And if what I have told you today about these 
early people, the Websters, the Searles, the Wor
cester, the Greeleys, the Sawyers, the Sanborns, the 
Dunlaps and the others, so many of whose names still 
persist, makes you know them a little better and 
admire them a little more, it all comes to you as a part 
of learning as much as you can of the history of this 
town. 

"To some it may have little value in the routine of a 
daily life. Others need only to pass over one of our roads 
or look out over one of our planted fields or orchards 
to see that these are the natural results of two 
centuries of the patience, toil and faith of the past. 

"The world needs these things more than ever 
today . . . the toil, patience and faith that turned this 
wilderness into a pleasant and appealing countryside. 
Each of us knows and never needs to be told that 
these fine things that we see all about us and are our 
own heritage from those who first came here, did not just 
happen. They were made to happen by this toil and 
patience and faith. 

"Nothing is ever finished in this world; but we who 
have chosen Salisbury as our home meet today to cele
brate yesterday's dream of those who tried to make it 
what they wanted it to be, and today's dream to make it 
what we want it to be. That is our vision and our 
hope." 

I hope that you will give some serious thought 
during this Bicentennial year to "this business of 
perspective." With a view of where we've been, we can 
see more clearly where we are and in which direction 
we are headed. 

Editor 

Note: The Webster family referred to includes famous 
statesman Daniel Webster, who was born in Salisbury in 1782. His 
boyhood home has been partially restored and is open to the public 
during the summer months. History of Salisbury, New Hamphsire, 
John Dearborn, 1890. 

"For we are the same that our fathers have been, 
We see the same sights that our fathers have seen. 
We drink the same stream, and we view the same 

sun, 
And we run the same course that our fathers have 

run." 

John J. Dearborn 
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Palmetto trees provide refreshing shade for picnickers at Hunting Island State Park. The 
5,000-acre park was visited by just over one million persons in 1975, ranking it second in the 
system behind Myrtle Beach State Park. Hunting Island is located 16 miles southeast of 
Beaufort on U. S. 21; the superintendent is Tillman B. Erwin. 


