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STATE buoJMEiT 
FROM THE DIRECTOR 

RAY M. SISK 

The present budget situation facing all state agencies could 
be described using one of several well-worn cliches — trying 
times — difficult times, to name two. I would rather think of 
the weeks and months ahead as being "innovative" times as 
we search for different methods of reducing costs, yet 
maintaining high standards of service to our park visitors. 

It's always easy to "cop out" and say "I can't" but that is 
NEVER the solution. Someone once said that "a quitter 
never wins and a winner never quits." There is a great deal 
of wisdom in that statement; wisdom that we need to put to 
good use daily. We should remember that a problem is 
nothing more than an opportunity in disguise. It's all in how 
we look at it! 

I appreciated the attitude and cooperative spirit displayed 
at our recent Superintendents' Conference as all of us began 
to tighten our belts, roll up our sleeves and tackle the work 
that has to be done. Some adjustments in park operations are 
already in the works, and others may be necessary in the 
months to come. 

We not only need your cooperation at this time — we need 
your suggestions as we search for methods of reducing 
expenses, obtaining additional revenue, offering facilities and 
programs that meet the needs of park visitors. Your 
dedication to serving the public in the past is certainly deeply 
appreciated, and I ask you to continue to keep the park visitor 
and his or her needs uppermost in your mind as you perform 
your daily tasks. 

If we ever needed to bolster each other's morale and 
develop an even greater concept of one closely-knit family of 
park personnel, this is that time. Park reports often contain 
information about the families that call state parks "home." 
I can attest to the fact that state parks are truly wonderful 
places to bring up a family. Take the time to learn more about 
other members in our park "family," and your life will be the 
richer for it! 

. Someone said that a determined man can do more with one 
. 

rusty wrench than a loafer with all the tools in a machine 
shop. One who made an outstanding success of his life 
readily admits that his assets were nothing more than a 
friendly smile, a cooperative spirit and an unselfish eagerness 
to pitch in and get things done! 

Yes, the year 1976 IS going to be a great year for South 
Carolina State Parks! Each one of us is going to make it so! 

RAY M. SISK 
State Park Director 

NOTE: Our present budget situation dictates that we reduce 
or eliminate unneccessary expenses. In this regard, we are 
printing only 450 copies of this newsletter, or one-third of the 
number printed in the past. This has been the result of 
eliminating certain persons or organizations from our mailing 
list. We are also reducing our printing cost by using a 
one-color cover, eliminating materials of lesser importance 
and printing only that which we believe will be of greatest 
interest to our park personnel. 

HI-LITES OF MAJOR PRT ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN 1975 

State Park Visitation and Activity Set All-Time Records — 
Park attendance topped the ten million mark for first time in 
history for 74-75 year. 

More New Park Lands Acquired in 1975 than Ever Before — 
New Recreation Land Trust Fund is involved in acquisition of 
ten different properties embracing over 5,000 acres with total 
values exceeding $6 million — 50 properties now in State 
Park system. 

500 BOR Recreation Projects have now been funded in every 
section of South Carolina (more than any State in Southeast), 
an accomplishment that helped earn a national recognition 
award — Recreation Division activities broadened to cover 
many needs throughout state. 

Newly-created SCORP Exchange Council has already 
involved more than 500 people and dozens of public and 
private sector organizations, who provided significant input 
into shaping the new SCORP (Recreation Plan) — This new 
mechanism cited in a recognition award from Secretary of the 
Interior. 

PRT's Award-winning Tourism Advertising and Promotion 
Campaign generated a record 226,000 inquiries — Welcome 
Center visitation set all-time records in 1975. 

State's Tourism Business Set All-time Records in 1974, 
employing over 70.000 people, generating $680 million in 
income and $71 million in State tax revenues — and 1975 will 
be the biggest tourism year ever. 

"We the People" Bicentennial Rally hailed by national 
leaders as most outstanding Bicentennial event held in any 
state, providing added significance to success of State's 
Bicentennial effort. 

Aggressive Actions Taken to Provide Efficiency and Economy 
in All PRT Areas — A new Development Section created to 
develop supplemental sources of revenues for PRT-related 
programs. 
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SUPERINTENDENTS ATTEND FALL CONFERENCE 

Superintendents and staff personnel "pause to pose" In front of the new meeting building at Hickory Knob. 

Personnel representing all 45 state parks and historical 
sites along with staff members from the Columbia office and 
Service & Supply Center gathered at Hickory Knob State 
Resort Park the week of November 17-21 for the annual 
Superintendents' Conference. 

Various programs were presented during the week by the 
Operations, Planning and Program sections of the Park 
Division. 

The Program section presented two workshops, one 
concerning Orienteering and the other the mapping of an 
area's natural features. Superintendents were allowed to 
check their ability with a compass during the orienteering run 
which was set up by recreators Dan Turpin and Charles 
Harrison. At the same time, naturalists Joe Watson and 
Dennis Gunter had a group in the woods drawing maps and 
identifying natural features of an area. 

Superintendents thought the work was over until the 
following day when staff members of the Engineering and 
Planning section brought in several truckloads of trees and 
plants and announced a landscaping workshop. Several hours 
were spent planting live oaks, periwinkles, hollies, junipers, 
dogwoods and azaleas. 

The Operations and Merchandising sections dramatized 
some of their problems with a humorous skit. 

The week's activity concluded with an awards banquet at 
which 22 service awards were given out and Bud Klein, 
Superintendent at Hampton Plantation, was named "scribe of 
the year." 

SERVICE AWARDS FOR 1975 STATE PARK 
SUPERINTENDENTS' MEETING 

10 YEARS 

Larry E. Adair - Cheraw 
Lee W. Jordan - Kings Mountain 
B. Pearce Thomson - Central Office 

5 YEARS 

C. B. Askins - Commissioner, 6th District 
Earl J. Colvard - Charles Towne Landing 
Neil E. Colvard - Charles Towne Landing 
Jarvis B. Craven - Charles Towne Landing 
A. L. Dann - Charles Towne Landing 
Glenn Farr - Colleton 
Lew Griffin - Andrew Jackson 
Ray E. Hayes - Croft 
John Holloway - Givhans Ferry 
Lucia H. Jaycocks - Charles Towne Landing 
Leonard M. Jones - Service & Supply Center 
James B. King - Service & Supply Center 
Frances McElveen - Central Office 
George E. Ogletree - Charles Towne Landing 
Robert J. Papenfus - Central Office 
Charlie F. Parkman - District Superintendent 
Merl F. Rhodes - Service & Supply Center 
Dan Turpin - Central Office 
Dawson M. Watson - Santee 
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Scribes, past and present: Glenn Farr (1974), Bad Klein (1975), 
Kenneth Kolb (1973) and Jim Meadors (1972). The award is given 
each year by the Information and Education Section for outstanding 
contributions to "Park Lites." 

Tree planting demonstration. 

"But the sign said this way!" Superintendents Bud Klein (Hampton 
Plantation) and James Taylor (Poinsett) getting their bearings on the 
orienteering course. 

State park superintendents were among the first to use the new 
meeting building at Hickory Knob State Resort Park. It can 
accommodate up to 100 persons for meetings, conferences and 
seminars. 
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NOW YOU SEE IT . . . NOW YOU DON'T! 
Two photographs taken from the stone bridge at 
Landsford Canal State Park show the dramatic 
effects of hard work by park personnel and 
Comprehensive Manpower Program (CMP) 
workers. The top photograph was taken in 1973, 
and shows an abundance of trees and undergrowth 
almost obscuring the walls of the canal from view. 
Superintendent Jim Work reports that an Increasing 
number of people from the Lancaster-Rock Hill area 
visit the park regularly to view its progress. The 
bottom photograph was taken this fall. 
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DISTRICT I 

HUNTING ISLAND — A nature boardwalk across the 
marsh to a small island and another series of shorter sections 
of boardwalk ending at a small creek is getting much use from 
birdwatchers and crabbers. Completion of the new trading 
post will enable us to soon move the old trading post to the 
day-use area for a more adequate refreshment stand. Much 
needed renovation continues on rental cabins. Completion of 
a new workshop and installation of more playground 
equipment has also been accomplished this past year. Nearly 
7,000 feet of pipe was used to extend the water system to all 
cabins. 

MYRTLE BEACH — Two new comfort stations have been 
completed and primitive campsites upgraded. Work is 
starting on additional campsites, reworking of electric and 
water service in the campground and running primary power 
supply underground. A new wastewater sewer and pumping 
system was installed and construction of two dump stations 
was completed. A severe windstorm toppled a picnic shelter 
that had to be rebuilt. A rather extensive timber salvage 
operation was conducted as a result of pine beetle damage. 
Extensive swimming pool repairs were made again this year. 

HUNTINGTON BEACH — Two comfort stations have just 
had ceramic tile installed on the walls. Approximately 1200 
feet of water line was installed by the park and maintenance 
crew to tie in two water systems in event of failure of the main 
system. A very extensive timber operation has been carried 
on as a result of pine beetle damage and the resulting scars 
will be evident for a long period of time. Hopefully we will 
have some pines left. 

EDISTO BEACH — Renovation work is underway to 
upgrade the cabins. Cabin #5 is nearing completion and looks 
real good. Work is scheduled on others as time permits 
before the busy rental season. A trailer was moved in and set 
up for use of a new ranger that was employed in early spring. 
Some major renovation of the bathhouse is scheduled 
depending on availability of funds. 

HAMPTON PLANTATION — Considerable work has been 
done stripping out the interior walls and plaster of the 
mansion in anticipation of funding for restoration work. An 
old dilapidated plantation building has been razed and 
material being used to construct a workshop behind the 
superintendent's residence. Considerable clearing of the 
gardens and grounds has been done. 

OLD DORCHESTER — Because of termite damage 
considerable renovation and repairs were made to the 
ranger's residence. 

RIVERS BRIDGE — The new superintendent's residence 
was completed and is now in use. The superintendent and his 
family are well pleased with it. 

GIVHANS FERRY — Addition of a room to the ranger's 
cabin was made. He has since bought his own mobile home 
but we hope that we can eventually add a room to each of the 
other four rental cabins. 

COLLETON — A replacement groundskeeper has been 
transferred from Hunting Island to Colleton. He has bought 
his own mobile home and it has been set up in the park. 

There have been many regular as well as emergency repair 
jobs accomplished during the course of the year. Vandalism 
seems to be increasing along with attendance. 

NORMAN COOLER 
District I Superintendent 

CHARLES TOWNE LANDING, Frank Whiteside, Assistant 
Animal Care Supervisor — Each of the parks in our system 
offers a unique experience for the visitor. One thing that 
makes the Charles Towne Landing experience unique is the 
Animal Forest. Although relatively small (20 acres) in 
comparison with other zoos you may have visited, the Animal 
Forest is one of the finest natural habitat facilities in the 
South. 

Those of you who have visited Charles Towne Landing have 
had many questions concerning the animals and the purpose 
for having them in a state park. 

Briefly I would like to answer some of these questions and 
give you a better idea of what the Animal Forest is all about. 

In keeping with the overall theme of the park we exhibit 
only native South Carolina animals. But did you know that 
this includes bison, elk, wolves and puma? Yes, at one time 
these animals roamed the very areas where our parks are 
located today. Visitors to CTL gain a greater insight into the 
lives of the early settlers when they view the animals that 
those daring people encountered frequently in their daily 
activities. 
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Many local Charlestonians who come often to the park 
enjoy keeping up with the animal births and the growth of the 
young animals. The sight of a mother puma romping with her 
cubs is entertaining to young and old alike. 

In addition to providing the opportunity for unstructured 
casual observance of the animals, we offer to groups (by 
advance reservation) an interpretive program which includes 
a slide presentation and talk in the Landing theatre. This is 
followed by a guided tour of the Forest. 

The Animal Forest is utilized by local colleges and high 
schools as an outdoor classroom and research area. 
Photography and bird watching also attract their share of 
visitors to the Forest. 

Want to know more? Pay us a visit at Charles Towne 
Landing—where the buffalo roam. 

COLLETON STATE PARK, Glenn Far, Superintendent — 
Although the weather is still very warm, fall has arrived at 
Colleton and the leaves are falling as fast as we can rake 
them. The trees are alive with many beautiful colors and the 
black waters of the Edisto River swirl peacefully past the park 
on their journey to the sea. It brings to mind that we are fast 
approaching the most wonderful season of the year—a time of 
peace and goodwill toward everyone. 

Fall is also a time for hunting and deer hunting is very 
popular in this area. There are many hunt clubs and plenty of 
deer. Most everyone is missing their buck this year (except 
me—I can't even get a shot at one of the critters!) The 
weather has been so dry that the dogs have a hard time 
trailing the deer, but hunters and dogs still keep trying. 

I would like to welcome Mike and Karen Hughes and their 
baby daughter Sherry to our park family. Mike came here 
from Hunting Island State Park and he and Karen are happy 
to be closer to home. Rumor has it that he is a little home sick 
for Hunting Island, but I think he will get over it. 

The park has now been discovered by the local people and 
more of them are making use of its facilities. Canoe trips 
down the Edisto from Colleton to Givhans Ferry are becoming 
more and more popular, and some upcountry deer hunters 
have camped here while hunting at Jacksonboro. 

The summer season was very pleasant and ended with a 
nice peaceful Labor Day Weekend. All of us at Colleton State 
Park wish for you and yours a very Merry Christmas and may 
God bless us all with an inspiring and prosperous 1976. 

For you, Charlie Walters, a very special Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 

EDISTO BEACH STATE PARK, Bill Bullard, Super
intendent — Weekend camping has begun to fall off now, 
especially since the warm weather is keeping the fish from 
coming in. There have been quite a few disappointed 
fishermen, but our resident camping-fishing brothers, 
Haywood, Sam, and Warren Mathis, continue to catch plenty. 
We had a first for Edisto Beach and possible the park systems 
when Haywood received an official commission as a Kentucky 
Colonel on Thanksgiving weekend. This is the result of efforts 
by Circuit Court Judge John Ford from Owenton, Kentucky. 
Judge Ford camped a few weekends with us and thought that 
Haywood deserved some type of honor for his devotion to 
teaching all of our campers the art of salt water fishing. 

It sure was nice to have Ralph and Don Schumpert staying 
in one of the cabins recently. Ralph's country cooking drew 
the coons away from my house and to their cabin. However, 
when they went home the coons got mad and really made a 
mess around my place! Ralph and Don are teaching us some 
tricks of our trade on the side, and I would like to have them 
around for about two years. Ranger Rick Turner and his wife 
Diane have received the news that their family will be larger 
in about eight months. A1 Norris had the misfortune of falling 
out his door and breaking a leg, so he will be out of action for 
about two months. Smiling Wayne Purvis and his wife Kassy 
continue to keep everyone's spirits up. 

In the early hours (3 AM) of August 27th we had an incident 
that could have had a disastrous ending if it had not been for 
the quick action of Wayne. A young couple from Charleston 
A.F.B. and a friend attempted to cross Jerimy Inlet and the 
couple was reported as swept out to sea. Wayne crossed the 
inlet on a surf board and found all three safe but in near 
shock. He made three round trips bringing them to safety. 
Thanks to all the help received from campers and the 
Charleston County Emergency Medical Service, all three 
were in fine condition after treatment. 

Edisto is slowly drifting into its winter sleep and it is a 
refreshing feeling, almost like being on an island by yourself. 
It is no wonder that the local people love it here so much and 
try so hard to keep it unspoiled. Hopefully, they will be 
successful and it will remain a place that you can "get away 
from it all." If you have not walked the deserted beach at 
Edisto in the off season, then you are missing one of the finer 
experiences that our state parks have to offer. Come see for 
yourself! 

GIVHANS FERRY STATE PARK, John B. Holloway, 
Superintendent — I would like to take this opportunity to 
introduce my family and the family of my ranger, Charles 
Cumbee. 

I am married to the former Katy Sease of Gilbert, South 
Carolina. On January 26, 1976, we will celebrate our thirtieth 
anniversary. We have two wonderful sons, John Jr. and 
David. 

John, Jr. is a graduate of McCormick High School and 
Wofford College. While attending McCormick High School he 
participated in all sports but was more outstanding in football 
and baseball. He was voted most valuable back of his football 
team and most valuable player on the baseball team. He has a 
BA degree in Economics from Wofford College and graduated 
as Second Lieutenant in the Army ROTC. While there he was 
a very active member in the SAE Fraternity. His tour of duty 
in the Army consisted of 4 months of school at Fort Sill, 
Oklahoma, 7 months as Training Officer at Fort Dix, New 
Jersey and 13 months in Korea. 

He is presently Assistant Cashier at the First National Bank 
of South Carolina at Anderson, and is married to a wonderful 
girl, the former Martha Ackerman of Anderson. 

David is a graduate of McCormick High School and the 
University of South Carolina. While attending McCormick 
High School, he was a member of the track team, basketball 
team, the High School band and the National Honor Society. 
He has a BA degree in Business Administration from the 
University of South Carolina. While attending there, he was a 
very active member of the ATO Fraternity and served as 
president in his senior year. 
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David is presently Loan Coordinator for Cameron-Brown 
Mortgage Company at Columbia. He is single and looking! 

Since the sons have finished college and are on their own, 
Katy has attended Sumter TEC and Trident TEC at 
Charleston. She has a diploma in Secretarial Science and is 
employed as secretary to the Registrar at Trident Technical 
College. She hopes to continue work on an Associate Degree 
as time permits. 

Charles Cumbee, Ranger, is married to the former Jean Nix 
of Givhans. They celebrated their second anniversary on 
September 8. Jean is enrolled at Rice Business College as a 
new student as of November 3. Congratulations and good 
luck, Jean! 

Charles and Jean have no children but their Basset hound 
gave birth to nine pups recently. 

I would like to wish all of you a safe winter and joyous 
h o l i d a y .  M E R R Y  C H R I S T M A S ! ! !  

HAMPTON PLANTATION STATE PARK, Bud Klein, 
Superintendent — The arrival of fall has brought even more 
visitors to Hampton than last year. On the second of 
November we showed the plantation for some seven hours to 
guests from France and Germany, along with native 
Americans. Beginning November 9th we had tours and more 
tours. Members of the State Historical Society were coming 
and going the entire day. The Archibald Rutledge Academy 
had people viewing the plantation November 15 and 29. We 
haven't had a day pass without visitors for the last seven 
weeks. They have been very interesting and delightful 
people. 

The society arrangers, in preparation for the Historical 
tour, had two stark white portable toilets placed in the 
mansion area. Since they were still standing upright the 
morning after Halloween night apparently our resident ghost, 
"Captain John," had very few "ghosties" visiting with him 
on Halloween! 

A first, I believe, for PRT was the receipt of a personal 
birthday card from the President of the United States, Gerald 
Ford, to our groundkeeper's mother Sue Alston, 
congratulating her on having reached 100 plus years of age. 
Her reasoning, so she says, as to why this honor was given 
her is that she always remembered "her manners, decency, 
respect and kept her heart full of love." Are not these 
attributes something to which we might all give more 
thought? Maybe one of us may someday receive the same 
recognition. 

HUNTING ISLAND STATE PARK, Tillman A. Erwin, 
Superintendent — The summer is over and they said it would 
slow down, but when? Each weekend it looks like we are 
throwing out the welcome mat. 

Our staff is back up to full strength now after the many 
transfers and resignations. Steve Edison and his wife, Terri, 
came to us from Myrtle Beach State Park and the climate 
must agree with them as they are expecting! Jim Sain andhis 
wife, Pam, came here from Greenville, S. C. as Ranger I. Pam 
is attending the U.S.C. Branch at Beaufort. Mel Felder came 
as Assistant Superintendent from Cheraw State Park. I think 
he is in the market for someone to cook for him! Frank Couch 
came to Hunting Island from Atlanta, Georgia as a Ranger I. 
Frank is our P.M.A. now since Jake Gooch left. He is also in 

the market for a good cook. Tom Hicks, his wife Opal and 
grandson Greg came here from Myrtle Beach State Park as 
Ranger II. I am glad Tom only brought the snake bite with 
him and not the copperhead that bit him! Dot Erwin took off to 
London for a well deserved vacation in early November. I 
don't see how she puts up with me year in and year out. 

It looks like about every other year we have to bury a whale. 
This is one time I am glad I was away. Our staff took care of 
this routine and I haven't found out yet which Ranger acted as 
preacher for the burial. 

HUNTINGTON BEACH STATE PARK, Van Stickles, 
Superintendent — Summer weather in November has 
brought many visitors to the beach this fall. The "regular" 
campers who come each fall to fish, again brightened up our 
campground. Quite a few good friends have been made over 
the years and each fall they meet .again to fish and relax. Surf 
fishing started out big in September with channel bass and 
blues being plentiful. I was lucky enough to land a 30 pound, 
6 ounce channel bass late one night with the help of Ranger J. 
W. Moore. 

Our ducks have been coming in steady since October and 
seem to be confused with all this warm weather. One 
Canadian Goose even stopped off for a rest on his way south. 

J. W. Moore attended the Wastewater Treatment School at 
the Training Center in Columbia. It will soon be basketball 
season again and this brings sadness to us. Our "famous" 
court remains closed and condemned due to the fierce play of 
the Myrtle Beach Magicians. (The long-standing rivalry 
between personnel from Myrtle Beach and Huntington Beach 
State Parks resulted in numerous bruises and at least one 
fracture this past season, hence the truce! Ed.) 

MYRTLE BEACH STATE PARK, Robert J. Turner, Super
intendent — We had an excellent summer season and are 
now into our fishing season. There have been large catches of 
spots and flounder. Two of our regular fishermen from 
Florence walked off the pier one day with a catch of 45 
flounder. That is a good days work! There have also been 
some spotail bass, whiting and trout caught. The water 
temperature is now 69 and will have to get a little colder 
before the whiting really move in. 

We have just hired Carl LeGrand from Johns Island to 
replace Thomas Hicks. We would like to welcome Carl, his 
wife Mattie and their daughter to our park family. We were 
sorry to lose Thomas, his wife Opal and their grandson Greg, 
but he was a very good employee and will do a good job at 
Hunting Island. He sure left in good shape after being bitten 
by a copperhead! He was bitten on the finger while digging 
sweet potatoes in his garden but after five days in the hospital 
he was back on the job. 

We would like to welcome Bob Wynn, who is our new 
P.M.A. He replaced Mac Copeland who accepted the job of 
Assistant Superintendent here. Mark Terrell, who worked 
here as Waterfront Director for two summers, accepted a 
permanent position as Ranger I. This was to take the place of 
Jerry Smith, who was transferred to Lynches River. 

My son, Johnson, who is playing Bush League football this 
year, has had a good season. Their team worked their way up 
from fourth place to second. All of these teams are sponsored 
by the Recreation Department. They have a total of about 350 
boys from 6-13 years on the teams. This is a fine program and 
gives the boys good training. 
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Our summer season was a real good one and we are looking 
forward to an even bigger one next year. Now begins the task 
of painting and repairing to get the park ready for it. My 
thanks to all of the people who took part in making the 
operation run smoothly. 

OLD DORCHESTER STATE PARK, Mike Reese, Ranger 
— A dive was held at our park on October 19, under the 
direction of Mr. Alan Albright at the Institute of Archeology 
and Anthropology, University of South Carolina. The purpose 
was to make a preliminary scientific investigation of the area 
as part of a state-wide survey of underwater archeology sites. 
This included measurements of the remains of the pier 
system used by the Fort and investigation of artifacts located 
on the river bottom. The divers were members of the Scuba 
Charleston Diving Club, Inc. The most substantial find of the 
day was a lid from a tea pot. More dives are planned for the 
coming spring and summer. 

One of the visitors to the Fort was checking on any 
information we could give her about the history of the Fort 
and the town of Dorchester. Mrs. Meal Kessler was tracing 
her family and had found out that some of her ancestors had 
resided at the town of Fort Dorchester. 

Woman's lib has hit here at Dorchester in sports. Week
ends teams divide up to play a form of tackle football with a 
frisbee. On the front line are two girls tackling their way as 
well as the boys! 

I was wondering if anyone can beat my record of steady 
fishing for three months with not even a bite. Usually I have 
been able to catch enough for at least a meal. 

We all are busy here at Dorchester. All our children are 
attending school this fall. Chuck Brady is in the second grade 
at Summerville Elementary School. Andy Brady is attending 
Summerville Nursery during the mornings. Leora Reese is 
enrolled mornings at the Old Fort Baptist Kindergarten. The 
formal education is not confined to just the younger members 
of the park. Cliff Brady is taking a Criminal Justice course at 
the Baptist College. He has completed two years and has 
another two years of study before him. Linda Brady is 
studying Kidney Dialysis at Trident Technical College, and 
has two years of study to complete. Presently I am attending 
night school at Trident Technical College, where I am 
studying Industrial Electricity. My wife Celia has completed 
an Accounting course at Trident College, but at the present 
time she is preparing for a new arrival to our family in 
February. Each of us feel the need to improve our education 
to become better citizens and more productive workers. 

The appointment of Gaffneyite Pamela N. Foxx as 
Admissions Counselor and Director of Financial Aid at 
Limestone College has been announced by Acting Director of 
Admissions, Richard Holbrook. 

Miss Foxx, who is currently reigning as Miss South 
Carolina State Parks will represent Limestone College at 
College Day Programs in the two Carolinas. She will also 
assist prospective and present students with financial aid 
information and applications. Miss Foxx will participate in 
other functions of admissions and financial aid programs. 

RIVERS BRIDGE STATE PARK, Jerry Price, Superinten
dent — Indian summer is slowly on its way out, and before 
long the cold of winter will be upon us. 

Since August the deer hunters have really been busy and a 
lot of them have bagged some nice bucks. We have not gone 
hunting, but recently we caught about 50 catfish. We set out 
catfish lines, and the only thing we didn't like was walking the 
banks of the Salkehatchie River at night. Believe me, it gets 
dark in the swamp at night! 

This past week we have been busy painting the concession 
building and bathhouse. We changed the colors to buckwheat 
with brown trim and it really brightened up the appearance of 
the area. We've also been busy raking the leaves that mother 
nature has bestowed upon us. If by some small chance you 
folks don't have any oak leaves and want some, come on 
down. We've got plenty! 

Since the summer season is over, our number of visitors 
has been limited during the week, but on the weekend we 
have a lot of people. 

I'd like to take this opportunity to wish all of the PRT family 
a VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

nrmwAji-

T H E  

BARTRAM 
NATIONAL 

SCENIC TRAIL 
F O R  H I K I N G  

from EnviroNews 

Representatives from eight southeastern states recently 
met in Montgomery, Alabama to plan a national scenic trail 
for hiking. This trail would retrace the travels of William 
Bartram from Charleston, South Carolina to the Mississippi 
River. 

A superb naturalist-artist, Bartram travelled through the 
southeastern portion of the American wilderness. His travels 
resulted in the discovery of many plants new to science and 
valuable information concerning Indians and their mode of 
life. Bartram was obviously a man of peace as he travelled 
across the land just prior to the American Revolution. His 
journals make no mention of the turmoil sweeping the 
colonies nor of any problems in his encounters with British, 
French, settlers, and various Indian tribes. 

Currently the Appalachian Trail and the Pacific Crest Trail 
are the only trails that warrant the designation of "National 
Scenic Hiking Trail." If the Bartram Trail should obtain this 
designation the significance of this act will gain nationwide 
publicity and provide an additional recreation feature and 
tourist attraction for this state. 

When developed, this trail will pass through or near 
Redcliffe, Baker Creek, Hickory Knob, Oconee Station and 
Oconee State Park. 
JOE FRANK WATSON 
Chief Naturalist 
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DISTRICT II REDCLIFFE — Boundary lines are to be cut and roads 
inside the park trimmed out. Some painting to the ranger's 
quarters will change the appearance greatly. 

SANTEE — The park crew has several projects underway. 
The grill roof is to have a "stiff knee" put on the roof trusses 
and a new roof put on. Rotten lumber in the rondette area 
and in other buildings is being replaced. The crew will soon 
start hauling sand-clay into the 100-site campground to build 
up the camp pads. 

WOODS BAY — Superintendent Hargrove will soon have 
the canoe trail trimmed out for use. The boardwalk and picnic 
shelter have been completed for use in the near future. 

HORACE CRAIG 
District II Superintendent 

AIKEN — Several projects are underway at this time 
including renovation of the Lifeguard quarters. One of the 
four lakes was recently stocked to improve fishing. The 
largest project is the painting of several park buildings. 

BARNWELL — Some roofing projects are now underway 
at Barnwell. Several shelters will be getting a new cover. 
Several buildings are to be painted including the bath house 
and a 30,000 gallon water storage tank. The camping pads on 
several campsites are in need of some erosion control work 
which will have to be done this winter. 

CHERAW — With some good weather Superintendent 
Adair will have all of the group camp buildings painted. The 
new cabin road is near completion and will be an asset to that 
area of the park. Several buildings are to be re-roofed in the 
very near future. 

LEE — The front porch on the ranger's residence is to be 
replaced. The roof was covered last August by T. M. Shuler 
and L. M. Kemmerlin. Grills in the campground have been 
painted and food chests repaired. 

LITTLE PEE DEE — Superintendent Becht and Ranger 
Caulder have a busy winter ahead. The bathhouse and 
several shelters will be re-roofed. The bathhouse will also 
have the rotten lumber replaced. Most of the park buildings 
are to be painted. 

LYNCHES RIVER — Most of the work at Lynches River 
will be on the boat ramp road and the picnic area. We don't 
have much maintenance work yet due to the park being under 
construction. 

N. R. GOODALE — The greens on the golf course have 
been seeded with winter rye. Most of the work program, with 
the exception of some painting, will be on the golf course. 

POINSETT — Replacing damaged and rotten lumber on 
park buildings are heading up the work program at Poinsett. 
This, along with some painting, will keep the park crew busy. 

AIKEN STATE PARK, Marshall West, Superintendent — 
Now that winter is finally here maybe we can breath a little 
sigh of relief and look back over the summer months and see 
that it was a most successful one. Final figures aren't in yet 
but the 1975 season proves to be the biggest yet here at 
Aiken, with attendance and revenue figures in all areas 
pointing towards an all-time high. 

One of the reasons for such a large number of picnickers at 
Aiken is the large number of family reunions. The majority of 
these reunions consist of over 100 members and many top the 
300 mark. 

One unusual reunion which we have each year is not a 
family reunion but a town reunion. Approximately 25 years 
ago work was started on the Savannah River Plant (DuPont) 
and included in the land they purchased was the town of 
Ellenton. This meant that these citizens had to move. Some 
of the citizens started a new community called New Ellenton 
and others moved to other parts of the state and other states. 
Each year these people of the old town of Ellenton get togeth
er for a reunion at the park. My first year at Aiken 650 people 
attended, but each year the number gets smaller because of 
deaths and people moving away. I was told by the President 
of the reunion that there would always be a reunion until 
there were no survivors. 

The New Ellenton Riding Club adds excitement to park life 
when they make their annual rides to the park in the fall. 
About 150 riders usually leave New Ellenton on a Saturday 
morning and arrive in the park that afternoon. On Saturday 
night they all get together with a band and join in some good 
old-fashioned square dancing and clogging. 

Davis Inabinet, ranger at Aiken for 18 years, finally has a 
son that is going to follow in his footsteps. It was long time 
coming but after nine children (6 boys, 3 girls) one son, 
Edward, has joined our park family as Ranger I at Huntington 
Beach. We all wish Edward and his family happiness and 
success and know that they will find it at Huntington Beach. 
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BARNWELL STATE PARK,Bea Ross, Superintendent — 
Our summer season went well this year. Life saving and 
swimming classes were held throughout the summer months. 
We are happy to report there were no major accidents or 
drownings — only a few minor accidents. Even with the 
gates to the swimming area closed, we still have to be on the 
lookout for swimmers. As a matter of fact, Ranger Zissette 
caught four young men swimming recently on a warm 
Saturday afternoon. 

With the summer season gone, we still manage to keep 
busy with parties, reunions, square dances, plant parties, 
church groups and numerous other activities. Our 
reservation book is rapidly filling with Christmas parties to be 
held in the Solomon Blatt Recreation Center. 

We find that more and more people are finding out about 
our cabins. Recently we had two women come to the park to 
rest and do some fishing. Since that weekend they have been 
back every other weekend, and each time they bring more 
members of their family. Now they say they are planning to 
spend Christmas here! 

Recently the Campfire Kickers square dance camping club 
visited the park. The Palmetto Squares, another square 
dance group, were planning a square dance for that same 
Saturday night, so they all got together and had a cookout in 
the camping area and a square dance in the recreation 
building. 

We were pleased to see Buddy Jennings, Planning Director 
of PRT who came by recently for a visit while deer hunting at 
the Savannah River Plant. 

I want to express my sincere thanks to everyone who helped 
us this summer. There were so many I could not possibly 
name them all. 

From all of us at Barnwell State Park, have a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous New Year! 

CHERAW STATE PARK, Larry Adair, Superintendent — 
We had a good summer here at Cheraw. Swimming and life-
saving classes went over well with over 100 completing 
swimming classes from beginners to advanced beginners. 
Some 30 people took the Advanced Lifesaving Classes. Many 
people enjoyed the new carpet golf, which is a novelty for our 
area. 

We were sorry at the close of summer to lose Mel Felder, 
Cecil Pruette and family. We wish them the best at their new 
parks. We welcome Ken Hance, our new PMA. Ken is a 
Clemson graduate, single, and hails from Simpsonville. 

We are also glad to have Wayne Smith (Ranger III), his 
wife Kaye, and children Scott, Keith and Leslie. They came 
to us from Poinsett State Park. Last, but not least we 
welcome Furniss and Helen Rogers from Lynches River State 
Park. We hope they all will enjoy living here at Cheraw. 

Mike Jordan has a new hobby — "wood working." He has 
just started to make a butcher's table. Good luck, Mike! 

N. R. GOODALE STATE PARK, Robert Fowler, 
Superintendent — Here at Goodale we have three park 
families: 

The Raineys consist of Charlie, Anne Marie and two boys, 
Alan and Robert. Both of the boys are in high school in 
Camden. Charlie and his boys enjoy hunting and fishing. 

Our second family consists of Roger Ardis, a bachelor. 
Many of you may have known Roger's father, Henry Ardis, a 
ranger for many years at Poinsett State Park. Since Roger has 
been here he has become quite a golf fan. 

My wife, Cindy, and I make up the third family. Cindy 
teaches first grade in Camden and both of us keep fairly busy 
traveling. 

If you are ever near Camden, please stop by and spend 
some time with our family at Goodale. We are always glad to 
have company and now that the summer rush has slowed, we 
enjoy having a little time to spend with our park friends. 

LEE STATE PARK, Van Pressley, Superintendent — The 
park had a pretty busy summer with no outstanding 
problems. We had a good crew and got a new ranger, Jimmy 
Creech. He has worked out quite well. Camping usage was 
up and the community building was used every Sunday. The 
air conditioning has made the building more popular than 
ever, and we are booked up until January. 

The garden clubs of Lee County have had for their annual 
project the beautifying of Lee State Park with more than two 
hundred azalea plants. It will make the park more beautiful 
because this is one of the most attractive parks in the state 
during the springtime, with dogwoods, crabapples and wild 
azaleas blooming. Jimmy and I have a lot of planting to do 
and we hope to finish before cold weather sets in. 

The park is getting a horse show ring, a project that has 
generated much interest among Lee County residents. 

Speaking of park families, I am quite proud of our three 
children. They were reared in South Carolina state parks, 
from the mountains and the midlands to the seashore. Our 
oldest son Rocky is a senior at the College of Charleston and 
will hopefully graduate in May. He works part-time at 
Charles Towne Landing and enjoys it very much, as he has 
always been interested in plant and animal life. 

Our twins, Julie and Michael started college this year in 
opposite directions. Julie Ann is attending Frances Marion 
College on a scholarship, where she is taking a liberal arts 
course. She was in the Beta Club, editor of the annual staff 
and was quite active all through high school. Michael is a 
student at the University of South Carolina, also on a 
scholarship. He went to Palmetto Boys' State, as did his dad. 
(I went to the first Boys' State in 1940!) Michael also played 
football and basketball in high school. 

Julie and Michael went to private schools for 11 years in 
South Carolina. It was quite a struggle but all three children 
have made us quite proud with their accomplishments. 
Michael is also quite talented with music; he plays the guitar 
and sings and writes his own music and lyrics. He has been 
our head lifeguard for two years. 

We have been in parks for 27 years since the pioneer 
days — from crank telephones and out-houses at the 
bathhouses to the modern conveniences we have today. It has 
been a very rewarding life for all of us, with the exception of 
moving so many times. We have moved 13 times and made 
good friends all over the state. 
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LITTLE PEE DEE STATE PARK, Kurt Becht, Superin
tendent — The summer season at Little Pee Dee passed 
safely and successfully. It certainly brought its problems, but 
it also left some good lessons and, looking back, it's also 
possible to see some humor in the past season's problems. 
Next year we certainly need to begin early in the spring to 
secure and train lifeguards, as keeping the waterfront staffed 
was a major problem this year. We received surprisingly few 
complaints about the increased swimming fees and swimming 
attendance increased considerably in spite of the higher 
price. 

Weekend crowds held up good through September as 
people continued to gather for large picnics and family 
reunions, but use has dropped sharply since the beginning of 
October. 

We have had the pleasure of visits by several camping 
clubs this fall and all have seemed to enjoy themselves and 
our facilities. In October, the Eastern North Carolina unit of 
the Wally Byam Caravan Club held its Fall Rally here and 
filled our camping area nearly to capacity. One of the group's 
activities was a Saturday night square dance. My wife and I 
found out that it's actually possible to get lost in a picnic 
shelter when they had us out on the floor square dancing for 
the first time in our lives! 

The fall takes away many of our visitors, but to those who 
come out during this season, it has much to give in return. 
Crisp mornings, fresh clear days and changing colors seem to 
do much to heighten one's awareness of the elements 
surrounding him. Our few visitors this time of year seem to 
exhibit an enjoyment and appreciation of the simple beauty 
around them that is missed by most. 

LYNCHES RIVER STATE PARK, Ed Nesbit, Superin
tendent — In spite of our size, Lynches River has had quite a 
few things happening. One week in particular could have 
been pure chaos if it hadn't been for Larry Duncan, Larry 
Adair, Van Pressley, and Janson Cox. Thanks to these men I 
was able to borrow enough tables and chairs to place in the 
community building to accommodate several groups. The 
Lake City Rotary Club had the first of their annual family 
outings at the park October 10th. They decided to make this 
an annual event after they saw what a great turnout and good 
time everyone had. 

During October 12th, 13th, and 14th, I attended the South 
Carolina Recreation and Park Society conference, so that left 
my ranger, Jerry Smith, alone to prepare for the Florence 
County Agriculture - Business Tour sponsored by the 
Florence County Chamber of Commerce. This Tour started 
with registration at the park, after which everyone boarded 
buses and toured several farms and businesses in the area. 
It ended with a delicious barbecue dinner in the community 
building with about three hundred people attending. Every
one enjoyed themselves, including the people who had 
difficulty finding their vehicles in the unlighted parking lot 
and the driver who stuck his bus up to the frame in loose sand 
trying to turn around! We have since installed mercury vapor 
lights in the parking lot and have ordered signs to direct 
buses where to park. 

We also had about 350 people attending the Porter family 
reunion. This was the most elaborate reunion I have ever 
seen! Most of the people were dressed in old fashioned 
clothes from the early 1900's. A professional photographer 
was present to take individual family pictures, and 
entertainment was provided by a group of gospel singers. 
Before they left, arrangements were made for their return 
next year and this is one group we are really looking forward 
to having back. 

I would like to welcome Jerry Smith, his wife Doris, and 
their daughter Charlotte to the park. Jerry has already 
proven to be a great asset to the park and I'm sure he will 
enjoy Lynches River. Doris and my wife, Judi have been 
slogging up and down Sparrow Swamp, which adjoins the 
park, collecting cypress knees. To Jerry's and my surprise 
they have turned into beautiful candle holders and planters. 
Guess what our friends and relatives are going to receive for 
Christmas presents? 

We at Lynches River wish you a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. Please stop by if you are ever in this neck 
of the woods. 

POINSETT STATE PARK, James Taylor, Superintendent 
With the way things look now, this "little ole park" will be 
going at an above normal pace for the fall and winter. The 
camping is doing better than last year and our cabin rentals 
are going strong. They have been full almost every weekend 
since the first of September. Seems like folks love those 
fireplaces when the winter turns cool. 

It's always a pleasure to write about my three hard working 
rangers and their families. I hope you enjoy reading about 
them. 

James Washington, who has been with the parks over 30 
years, is certainly the man to go to when one wants to know 
the location of an item on our park. Needless to say, I don't 
know what I would do without him. James and his wife, 
Queen, live about 5 miles from the park on his 150-acre farm, 
where he raises different crops and animals for sale. He is 
the father of three boys and two girls. Recently he became a 
grandfather for the second time. His oldest son and father of 
his two grandchildren is employed by the local electric 
company, while his oldest daughter is employed by the 
Sumter hospital. His youngest son, a recent high school 
graduate, is employed by Piggly Wiggly. His other two 
children are still students, one at South Carolina State College 
and the other, a senior in high school. As you can see, 
between his work, his farm and his family life, James is a 
busy man. 

We are most happy to have two new rangers at our park. 
Our new Ranger II, Roy Atkinson and his wife, Windy, came 
to us from Landsford Canal. Playing the guitar is a hobby that 
Roy has been enjoying for a couple of years. If Roy hasn't 
been moved by this summer, I'm sure the campers will enjoy 
his talent. Recently Roy and Windy have been enjoying a new 
hobby, canoeing. Roy hopes that he and Windy can really 
master this new hobby soon. 

December 1975 Page 11 



Our new Ranger I, Larry Outlaw, his wife, Marie, and their 
two year old daughter, Shane come to our park system from 
Murrells Inlet. Larry is a sports fan with basketball his 
favorite. His wife Marie, who was an art major in college, has 
been busy painting many of the beautiful scenes around our 
park. Marie is also helping the other park wives make 
Christmas decorations from acorns and pine cones and other 
decorations that nature has given us. 

As far as your "resident park super" and his family, things 
are doing fine. As a Clemson fan, I have been a "bit" 
disappointed in my Tigers. With their basketball program on 
probation, I guess I will go canoeing with Roy in our orange 
canoe. 

Our two boys, Bryan and Marc, keep my wife, Lucy on the 
go! She is busy taking Bryan to pre-school three days a week. 
With a nine month old, there is always something to do!! 

Recently all the men on the park had a steak supper after 
work with steaks donated by James Washington. Needless to 
say, it was most enjoyable!! 

As you can see, things are running smoothly and as always 
we hope it will continue. 

REDCLIFFE STATE PARK, Gene Cobb, Superintendent 
— We have really been busy around here lately keeping 
everything trimmed and groomed. Thank goodness I have a 
ranger now to help out with all the work. He's Mike Jordan 
who happens to be the son of Kings Mountain Superinten
dent Lee Jordan. Mike and his wife Sandy came on board 
several months ago. 

We are continuing to paint the living quarters, cut wood, 
cut the grass and clear out some of the roads in the woods. 

So as work continues here at Redcliffe let us all wish you a 
MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

SANTEE STATE PARK, Larry Duncan, Superintendent 
— I would like to take this opportunity to acquaint all of you 
with the Santee State Park family. My family consists of my 
wife Kathy and two year old son Heath. I enjoy fishing, 
hunting and music. Kathy likes ceramics, reading and just 
getting out of the house. Heath's hobbies are brushing his 
teeth, shaving, jabbering, and waking parents during the 
night. 

Bill Alewine (Asst. Supt.) likes hunting and fishing. Bill's 
wife Carol enjoys ceramics, cooking and bottle collecting. 
Teenage daughter Donna likes needlepoint, swimming and 
boys. Their twin sons Craig and Greg like bicyling, football, 
and swimming. 

Charlie Hatfield's (Maint. Asst.) hobbies include fishing, 
hunting and making model planes from balsa wood. His wife 
Bobbie is an avid Indian Pottery and arrowhead hunter. Last 
week she found two large shark's teeth while hunting 
arrowheads on the shore of Lake Marion! Teenage daughter 
Judy likes swimming, boys and her first car. 

Mike Davison (PMA) is a bachelor and likes outdoor sports 
and reading. 

Adlia Strickland (Ranger) likes fishing, archery and dove 
hunting. His wife Cora (Tish) enjoys cooking and caring for 
their five month old daughter Allison. 

Dawson Watson (Ranger) and his wife Dot, have four 
children, Bobby, Monday, Mike, and Mona. Dawson spends 
a lot of time working a home garden and is also quite a cook. 
Dot is handy with a sewing machine and makes many of their 
clothes. 

Larry McPherson (Ranger) and wife have two sons Jeff and 
Brian. Both boys enjoy playing outside. Last summer the 
boys were selling original notebook sketches on the roadside. 
One went for $5.00. 

Tony Cannon (Ranger) is another bachelor. Tony's hobbies 
are snow skiing, motoring, reading and water skiing. 

Philip Richardson (Ranger) likes hunting and football. 
His wife Susan enjoys cooking. Leroy, 10, and Anthony, 4, 
also like football. 

Others on the park also have hobbies. Margaret Harbeson 
(Rondette Clerk) is into ceramics. William Fogle (Tackle 
Shop Operator) spends his spare time coin collecting, 
cooking and visiting historical places. Daisy Kolb (Grill 
Supervisor) enjoys cooking and has a green thumb when it 
comes to house plants. Curly Horton (Grill Cook) enjoys 
cooking and fishing. 

A boardwalk at Woods Bay State Park was recently 
completed to provide park visitors with access to this 
unique natural area. Another boardwalk was built 
earlier this year at Hunting Island and extends 1000 
feet across the marshland. 
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"Table Rock Trek" 

BACKPACKING 

WORKSHOP/CAMPOUT 

SUCCESSFUL EVENT 

Forty-five persons had the opportunity to participate in a 
unique experience recently at Table Rock State Park as a 
backpacking workshop and overnight hike to Pinnacle and 
Table Rock mountains was conducted by PRT's Division of 
State Parks. The event was planned and coordinated by 
personnel from the Division's Program Section. 

These mountains are among the most scenic in South 
Carolina's foothills. Hiking trails wind up to the tops of both 
mountains, which are more than three thousand feet high. 
In addition, a three-mile section connects the two mountains 
and a three-mile loop trail at the base of these mountains 
provides a spectacular nature trail among dense growths of 
hardwoods, wild mountain flowers and cascading waterfalls. 

The only state park at present which offers a trail for 
trailside camping is Keowee-Toxaway, located on the shore of 
Lake Keowee on S. C. 11. Requests for places to backpack 
have been increasing in recent months, so the idea of a 
workshop, combined with an opportunity to put into practice 
some new ideas and equipment, was put into action. 

"We wanted to attract people with little or no experience in 
backpacking," said Charles Harrison, State Park Recreator. 
Advance publicity stressed this fact and emphasized the 
importance of attending the Friday night workshop. No fee 
was charged for the event, dubbed the ' 'Table Rock Trek'' by 
staff personnel. A $5 check per hiker was requested to 
reserve a place for the weekend, but each check was returned 
to the participant. "We wanted to assure the success of the 
event and make it possible for anyone to participate," 
Harrison said. 

An embroidered shoulder patch was designed especially for 
the event and sold for $2 to interested participants. A back
packing and camping supplier . . . Jesse Brown's in nearby 
Greer . . . agreed to conduct the workshop. Manager Dave 
Cone brought a van-load of tents, backpacks and a complete 
assortment of other "goodies" to set up in the recreation 
building, site of the workshop. Dave spent two hours 
discussing the sport of backpacking and describing the 
advantages and disadvantages of various types of equipment. 

Most of the people camped Friday night in the park's 
family camping area, while a few drove in early Saturday 
morning. The group assembled in a parking lot near the trail 
entrance for a final adjustment of gear and instructions from 
PRT staff members. Forty persons plus six PRT staffers were 
divided into two groups and, with a crossing of a wooden 
footbridge, the trek began. Walking and pacing techniques 
were discussed "enroute," and the trail began to steepen as 
the noonday sun continued to play hide-and-seek behind the 
clouds. 

The age range of the group was from 15 to 68 years and 
included 14 members of the "fair sex." While several 
persons had limited backpacking experience, the majority of 
the group had little or no prior experience. Rest stops became 
more frequent as the task of hopping from one gnarled 
treeroot to another while carrying a 25-pound back took its 
toll. A lunch-break was taken under a shallow rock-face, 
complete with running water, courtesy of a nearby stream. 
Tiny stoves were hastily assembled and the smell of "mom's 
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home cooking" quickly filled the air. The camping area was 
reached by mid-afternoon and everyone busied themselves 
with the erection of tents or the positioning of plastic tarps. 

Some remained at the camping area while others took a 
short hike to the top of Pinnacle Mountain. PRT staff member 
Dennis Gunter pointed out various types of trees, plants and 
other things of interest along the trail. Gunter, an 
experienced backpacker, is a State Park Naturalist. The late 
afternoon and early evening hours were spent preparing 
supper, examining the various types of tents and gear 
and — most important of all — in discussing the day's 
experience and predicting how tough the next day's hike 
would be. Comments ranged from "I never thought that I'd 
make it!" and "man, my feet are killing me!" to "where's 
the nearest restroom?" and "sure hope that it doesn't rain 
tomorrow!" 

Everyone was pretty tired from the day's hike, and the 
early evening hours found many weary folks already bedded 
down for the night. A few hardly souls gathered around a 
blazing fire to get better acquainted and swap stories. This 
writer cannot remember going to bed at 8:30 when at home, 
but that was the beginning of a much-needed night's rest! 

I was roused from my slumbers Sunday morning by a voice 
that seemed to be ringing in my ears. The message was "Get 
up and get your tent packed up! It's beginning to rain, and 
we don't want to get caught with wet gear!" It was Charles 
Harrison, and he was anxious to get the group up and 
moving. Harrison had recently spent a week on the 
Appalachian Trail in preparation for the trip, and he wanted 
everything to come off without a hitch. 

Anyway, people began popping out from under their tents 
or tarps, and breakfast was. the next order of business. 
Several people had to return early, so they chose to retrace 
the steps of Saturday's hike. The remaining group struck out 
for Table Rock, talking and singing as they went. 

Long before the coming of the white man, the Indians gave 
the area around Table Rock State Park a name that is perhaps 
today still the most descriptive. To them, these were the 
Great Blue Hills of God. Although many moons have passed, 
the view at Table Rock is as awe-inspiring today as it was to 
the Indians, who believed that a gigantic chieftain sat upon a 
nearby mountain called "The Stool" and dined from "The 
Table" more than 3,000 feet in the sky. It is from this legend 
that Table Rock received its name. 

The group reached a pre-determined point where packs 
were shed and lunches were carried to a point near the top of 
Table Rock. A tiny stream supplied needed water to prepare 
coffee, cocoa, grits, soup and freeze-dried beef stroganoff!! 
The last mile or so the top of Table Rock was quickly tra
versed as the hikers anticipated the view that awaited them. 
No one was disappointed, for the view was certainly breath
taking! After a few minutes of gawking and picture-taking, 
the group retraced their steps to pick up their packs and 
began the arduous descent of Table Rock mountain. 

The combined effects of erosion and heavy use have made 
portions of this trail rather difficult to negotiate, plus the 
added problems presented by several large boulders and rock 
faces. The group made it safely down, however, thus 
becoming a member of a small but prestigious group that took 
part in the Table Rock Trek of 1975! The event was an 
experiment, and no decision has been reached concerning 
similar events in the future. The general consensus of 
opinion from the group was highly in favor of scheduling 
other similar events at Table Rock and other state parks. 

The PRT staff discussed the trip with participants at 
various times during the weekend. In addition, a 
questionnaire was mailed to all participants in order to gain 
needed input and suggestions regarding the Trek. Questions 
asked included the following: "What comments would you 
like to share with us about the Table Rock Trek; what changes 
would you like to see made in the event similar events are 
held in the future; from an educational standpoint, what did 
you learn from the weekend experience; what was your 
opinion concerning the Friday night workshop; would you 
attend a similar event in the future; and, do you plan to 
continue hiking-backpacking as a pasttime?" 

Comments about the Table Rock Trek included the 
following:' 'I had wanted to backpack for a long time, but was 
afraid that there was too much involved. After this trip I feel 
confident after talking with some of the participants that I 
could go on a trip without a guide." I am glad to see PRT 
sponsoring this type of outing; I enjoyed the good company 
and scenery." 

Emory Markwood, an engineer from Columbia, said that it 
was an excellent program for beginners. Markwood spent five 
years with the Boy Scouts as a Scoutmaster, and has hiked in 
New Mexico, North Carolina, Tennessee and South Carolina. 
He suggested having several different groups with a pace in 
relation to age to help those who would like to go faster or 
slower. Betty Jo Templeton, a secretary from Laurens, has 
hiked one week on the Applachian Trail and taken several 
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all-day hikes. She remarked that it was a very interesting and 
informative experience. "I feel that I'm still new at 
backpacking and have lots to learn," she added, "and this 
type of opportunity gives me a chance to meet and learn from 
other hikers." She said that she was anxious to see the 
equipment and food display since she still needed to purchase 
some items for backpacking. 

Have you ever wondered what mail carriers do when they 
are not walking their legs off delivering the mail? If they are 
anything like Gene Haltiwanger of Columbia, they walk in the 
woods! Gene's previous hiking backpacking experiences 
are many and varied, and his unusual sense of humor added 
much to the Trek. It just would not have been the same 
without him! We soon adjusted to the sight (and sounds) of 
this baldheaded 42-year old man wearing wild flowers in his 
beard! Well, at least we tried to adjust to his presence! Gene 
said that the Trek was exciting and not too hard, and that the 
workshop was very educational. He also mentioned that he 
learned to identify some plants. (As for the trip not being too 
hard, that's your opinion, Gene!) 

Clarence Lowe of Cayce also went on the Trek. He is an 
insurance manager, and has worked with Boy Scouts as an 
Assistant Scoutmaster. He remarked that the Table Rock 
Trek was "a fantastic idea, and should happen at least once a 
year." He appreciated meeting some fine people with similar 
interests, and said that the backpacking workshop was 
excellent. From an educational standpoint, Lowe said that he 
learned "more about how to enjoy this hobby and help save 
our natural resources." 

Phillip Cockrell and his wife Lila spent Saturday-with us on 
the Trek. Cockrell, a Southern Baptist Missionary, has done a 
considerable amount of hiking but considers himself a 
"greenhorn" when it comes to overnight camping. He 
thought that the outing was very well planned, and remarked 
that the "PRT personnel bent over backwards to see that we 
all had a good time. "The fact that these staff members were 
enjoying the trip also added to our pleasure," he continued, 
"and we 'greenhorns' were not made to feel that we were a 
nuisance or a pain the neck." 

Tom Rollins, Art Director with the State Department of 
Health and Environmental Control, shared the weekend 
experience with his wife, Ginny. They have taken several 
weekend trips together and spent 7 days in the Smokies this 
past July. Rollins commented that the Trek was very 
enjoyable and the hikers were all very nice. He thought that it 
seemed fairly hard for the first-time hikers, but was a good 
idea as it introduced people to backpacking. He added that 
other trips at other state parks would be good, and inquired as 
to the possibility of making the Table Rock Trek an annual 
affair. 

F. Glenn Smith, a Columbia attorney, has been 
backpacking for several years. He enjoyed the Trek, but 
would like to see it held later in October when the foliage is at 
its height in color. He particularly appreciated the plant 
identifications by Dennis Gunter. 

J. D. McCall, Jr., a Columbia architect, may well have 
found the most appropriate and succinct description of the 
Table Rock Trek — "two memorable days." There is a 
certain mystique about putting a pack on your back and hiking 
to the top of a mountain. Many people have the idea that it 
would be both different and enjoyable, but something holds 
them back. The Table Rock Trek was an experiment in 
providing this type of experience, and certainly seemed to be 
highly successful. PRT staff members consider the Trek a 
valuable lesson in conducting this type of program, and came 
away from the weekend with a new insight into the needs of 
state park visitors. 

One observation by this writer applies not only to the Table 
Rock Trek but to all worthwhile endeavors in life . . .the view 
from the top is well worth the effort required to get there." 
D. L. S. 
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The Truth About Backpacking 
The sport of backpacking has grown by leaps and bounds 

over the last five years. There are many reasons for the 
growth but urbanization is a major factor. Urbanization is a 
rather abstract term unless you have experienced it first 
hand. Being a country boy and then working at Cheraw and 
Kings Mountain, I did not understand the reason that people 
felt an urge to immerse themselves in a forest or on a 
mountain side. After moving to Columbia, the reasons 
became obvious. It does not take long for the city with its 
noise, traffic and masses of people to become unbearable. 
You look for a way to escape. Putting a pack on your back and 
walking into the world as God made it, frees you from man's 
worst creation — the city. 

Over the past two years, I have worked on several projects 
with Lewis Jones, the owner of the "Backpacker," a supplier 
of quality backpacking gear in Columbia. He recently gave 
me the opportunity to attend a week-long backpacking school 
in the Great Smoky Mountains. The State Parks Division is 
putting more emphasis upon natural resource recreation and 
we continue to get requests from the public for information on 
the technique of backpacking. This trip gave me the 
opportunity to learn from an expert. My instructor was Tom 
O'Shields, a graduate of Duke University, an ex-marine drill 
sergeant, and a member of a mountain climbing team that 
will attempt a winter ascent of Mount McKinley in 1976. 

I developed a great respect for backpackers during the 
week. I met people from Florida, Maine and Montana along 
the trail. They all had one thing in common, a love and 
appreciation for natural areas. Do not confuse a backpacker 
with the individual that walks or more often hitchhikes into 
your park with an old Boy Scout knapsack under his arm and 
tries to beat you out of a camping fee! Real backpackers are 
well equipped, knowledgeable in modern camping 
techniques, and are genuinely concerned about protecting our 
natural areas. They are not people to be suspicious of 
because they do not like to sleep on a gravel campsite next to 
a motorhome. Their requests are simple . . . only a marked 
path to a remote section of the park and a little peace and 
quiet. 

Students were pretty much on their own during the 
backpacking school, but Tom was there when we were about 
to do something harmful to ourselves or the environment. 
Times have really changed in regard to camping techniques. 
People at one time camped to "prove their manhood" or 
"conquer the wilderness." They made beds from hemlock 
boughs and cut trees for firewood. Today, with the great 
numbers of people using our natural areas, camping 
philosophy must change from the old "pioneer ethic" to a 
modern ethic of "camp, but leave no trace." 

It is not true that every American is born knowing how to 
camp. We as park personnel should have an understanding 
of modern camping techniques. What is our chief concern 
with backpackers? The answer is Fire! Many backpackers 
have found that a campfire is a nuisance for cooking and 
inefficient for heating. They rely on miniature stoves for 
cooking and special clothing for heat. A properly used 
campfire does add to the camping experience. It can be used 
and still leave no trace if the proper techniques are practiced. 

Sanitation is our next major concern. Once again, if proper 
procedures are used, nature does the work. Studies done by 
the U. S. Forest Service show that the carrying capacity of an 
area can be doubled if proper camping techniques are used. 
The sport of backpacking will continue to grow and we can 
render a valuable service to these people by providing some 
areas for the sport. We should understand the needs of 
backpackers and be responsive to their requests. 

CHARLES HARRISON 
Recreator 

GOOD NEWS! In the past several years availability of 
funds for recreation programs and services has grown from 
almost non-existant to a very tidy sum. 

Now for the BAD NEWS — the availability of funds has 
been reduced drastically — more rapidly than it appeared. 
If no funds are available how will these recreation services be 
affected? Can quality programs be provided with a minimum 
of funds? 

Read on and draw your own conclusions. 
The recreation programs and services in South Carolina 

State Parks are gradually taking on a new dimension. More 
and more programs are being conducted that are dependent 
upon natural resources and an outdoor environment. Many 
factors are contributing greatly to this change. 

People are more aware of the importance of preserving our 
natural areas. They have a greater appreciation for the 
out-of-doors, and are, in constantly increasing numbers, 
pursuing their leisure activities in these natural areas. 

It is not always necessary to spend money in order to enjoy 
the out-of-doors. This is certainly a contributing factor to the 
trend of leisure pursuits during this period of 
"belt-tightening." 

Perhaps the most important factor in this move toward 
additional outdoor activities is more interest and expertise on 
the central office staff. Charles Harrison was fortunate to 
serve as PRT's representative on a week-long backpacking 
workshop. His experiences at this workshop helped make the 
recently completed Table Rock Trek a successful venture. 

While several events and activities are in the works, one of 
the most significant is the Third Annual Blue Ridge Open 
Orienteering Meet (BROOM III) that we plan to co-sponsor 
with Furman University at Kings Mountain State Park. 
Many superintendents got a "taste" of orienteering at the 
recent Superintendents' Meeting. 

The possibility of sponsoring a trout fishing seminar at 
Oconee State Park is becoming more and more a reality. The 
completion of the new multi-purpose building will create 
unlimited possibilities for special events at this park. 

Of necessity, most of the special events we sponsor will 
have to generate revenue. But every effort will be made to 
provide some services to all park users regardless of their 
ability to pay. 

Hopefully, the lack of funds will not alter the quality of 
programs, just the format. If you, as park personnel, have 
any suggestions concerning activities that could be sponsored 
on your park or any park, please send those suggestions to us. 
DAN TURPIN 
Chief of Recreation 
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DISTRICT m 

Many of the work projects in our winter work programs at 
District III parks have already been accomplished and work is 
progressing on others. I believe all projects will be completed 
with the possible exception of a few where the availability of 
funds may be a deciding factor. 

OCONEE — Projects being undertaken here include: 
re-roofing five cabins, a ranger's residence, the shop building 
and several utility buildings. Park personnel also plan to 
construct a utility building at one of the ranger's residences 
as well as check all repairs and service all park equipment. 

As far as contract projects are concerned, work is nearing 
completion on the new wastewater treatment plant and 
collection lines. Work on the new multi-purpose recreation 
building is progressing satisfactorily and it should be ready 
for use in the early spring. The old recreation building will be 
renovated for use as a park museum. 

SADLERS CREEK — At this park we have planned a 
general program of painting and repairs on all existing park 
facilities. We hope to do some erosion control work in the 
beach area as well as at several campsites in the old camp
ground. Also scheduled is some additional landscaping and 
planting around the new multi-purpose building. 

KEOWEE-TOXAWAY — The continued development of 
all existing areas and facilities in a general program is 
planned. In addition, the park crew will repaint the old Holly 
Springs Church, install a furnace and rework the interior of 
the building. 

TABLE ROCK — Some of the work accomplished and 
underway at this park include installing new doors in the 
lodge, re-roofing two residences, erecting a new entrance 
sign at the west gate as well as underbrushing the nature trail 
and repairing the bridges and signs. Also planned is the 
upgrading of facilities in the old campground with assistance 
from the maintenance crew. The cabins are to be repainted 
and a linen storage room constructed at the service area. 

PLEASANT RIDGE — Efforts are underway to clean up all 
debris and underbrush at the area around the new cabins. 
Steps and walkways will be constructed in the BOR picnic 
area and at the old rental cabin. The drainfield for the septic 
tank at the Superintendent's residence will be extended. The 
rotten timbers in the drop inlet of the lake will be replaced 
and the marking of park boundaries will be completed. 

PARIS MOUNTAIN — A general program of repairs and 
maintenance is planned on all existing park facilities. Some 
of the projects will include winterizing eight cabins at Camp 
Buckhorn, extending the drainfield at the Sulphur Springs 
picnic area and completing the marking of park boundaries. 

CROFT — A project has been initiated to re-establish the 
park boundaries. The park crew is working on the 
construction of six temporary horse stables near the 
equestrian facilities. They plan to repaint the elevated water 
storage tank at the Twin Oaks Picnic area and repair the 
floating dock at the boathouse. The park crew will also assist 
with the construction of a landing strip for model airplanes. 

ROSE HILL — The winter work program here will consist 
mainly of repairs to the mansion. These repairs include 
replacing the front upstairs porch flooring, repainting several 
interior walls and the inside steps, refinishing the floors 
where necessary and erecting a new park entrance sign and 
iron gate near the entrance to the new superintendent's 
residence. 

ROBERT G. JONES 
District III Superintendent 

CROFT STATE PARK, Ray Hayes, Superintendent — It is 
said that if you stand in one place long enough the world will 
pass you by. Well, that might be true, but if you keep your 
eyes open you sure can see many things as they pass. Such 
was the case this past summer as I was checking in campers. 
I was getting the necessary info from a gentleman from 
California when I looked up and said to him, "Never mind 
your name, for I already know it!" He then gave me the 
going over and said, "I've often wondered what happened to 
you, Ray." It was surprising to meet a man I served with in 
the service twenty-seven years ago! 

Things are popping and people hopping here at Croft. 
Ranger Henderson and wife, Sandra, will become parents 
around December 15th, and our daughter, Norma, and her 
husband, Dan Horton, expect to make us grandparents for the 
first time at Christmas. I cannot think of a gift we would love 
more than a precious grandchild. Our second daughter, 
Donna, is in her second year of nursing at Spartanburg 
General Hospital. Our youngest son, Stanley, is a sophomore 
at the South Carolina School for the Deaf at Cedar Springs 
(Spartanburg), where he is an honor student. Helen and I 
have been appointed to the newly formed State Advisory 
Council on Deafness Rehabilitation. We meet monthly in 
Columbia and consider this an honor and a great 
responsibility. Donna was elected to be included in the 
"Who's Who Among American High School Students" this 
past spring and has been elected an officer of her nursing 
class. Our oldest son Steve and his wife Cathy live in 
Columbia. Steve is in Computer Program Training at 
Midlands Tech where he maintains an "A" average. Need
less to say we are indeed proud of all of these 
accomplishments. 
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A group of 16 state park rangers and superintendents gathered at 
Paris Mountain State Park recently to receive a Red Cross Multi-
Media First Aid Course instruction. It is taught periodically in 
various areas of the state so that park personnel will have the 
knowledge to cope with emergency situations. The course was taught 
by Training and Safety Officer, Ed Brown and Paris Mountain 
Superintendent, Eddie Miller. 

PLEASANT RIDGE STATE PARK, Leroy Smith, Super
intendent — We are still quite busy here. I don't know which 
is keeping us the busiest — cabins or the camping area. 

We are also having large group activities. The Southside 
Baptist Church of Greenville brought 150 children to our park 
for a halloween party to keep the children off the streets and 
out of trouble. They arrived around 4 P.M. and stayed until 9 
P.M. All types of games were played, after which they were 
treated to a cookout. Gaslights were used to light the 
playfield, which really added to the effect of the event. 

November 1st we had the Carolina Car Rally at the park 
with some 75 cars participating in the event. 

We recently had a retired widowed minister from Orange
burg to camp here overnight. He was so impressed with our 
park that he stayed almost two weeks.! During the day he 
would visit different attractions in this area and return to the 
camping area at night. One evening he ate at Table Rock 
Lodge and bragged on the delicious food and hospitality he 
received there. He returned to the lodge several times during 
his stay. 

As we approach the end of 1975, I can look back over the 
past few years with pride and say that we have truly made 
progress. New facilities were added from time to time, the 
latest being two new vacation cabins that are already very 
popular. 

I look ahead to the future and see the need for other 
facilities which I believe would be well used. 

For a small park, I think that Pleasant Ridge carried a 
pretty heavy load during the past summer months. 1 am 
thankful that we made it without any tragic accidents. I am 
grateful to the summer help for their part in helping to keep 
our record clean. We lost a very good ranger during the 
summer, Allen Nichols. (We lost him to a girl named Diane!) 
They married and are living in Pacolet, and I now have a new 
ranger, Ray Rutledge. He has married since he joined the 
park family. His wife is named Debbie. 

My family kept busy with park work this summer. My wife 
Ruth kept busy answering the phone and taking messages 
and our daughter, Jackie was helpful with the paper work 
since I was out in the park most of the time. 

We at Pleasant Ridge wish for all of you a very MERRY 
CHRISTMAS! 

ROSE HLLL STATE PARK, Fred H. Belk, Superintendent 
— As everyone already knows, we will be celebrating our 
nation's 200th birthday in 1976, and our park has been 
honored by being chosen as one to be filmed and used in 
commercials. 

Again this year we have had the deer hunters around us 
trying out their luck. I don't know how many deer were killed 
in this area of the Sumter National Forest. Some of the 
hunters that visited with us were from Asheville, North 
Carolina, Fort Lauderdale and Miami, Florida. They enjoyed 
their visits and thought that we have a very beautiful park. 

Our oldest son Alfred enjoyed his hunting and bagged a 
five-point deer weighing 165 pounds. He is married to the 
former Harriette Moore and they are parents of a son 2Vi 
years old named Kevin. 

Our daughter Melinda is married to Randy Wilburn. They 
have built a new home and her hobbies are keeping house, 
gardening, canning, freezing, and sewing. 

Butch, the youngest is attending USC's Union Regional 
Campus. His major is history and the only hobby that he 
enjoys is loafing — he's a regular "chip off the old block!" 

Eddie Glance is the ranger and his hobby is bird hunting 
and skeet shooting. His wife Deborah and their children are 
Kendra and Chad. 

The Christmas season will soon be arriving so again we will 
have open house. The DAR will be decorating the mansion 
and the Buffalo Baptist Choir furnishing the singing of 
Christmas songs. 

SADLERS CREEK STATE PARK, Jim Ivey, Superinten
dent — Now that the summer season is over, we look back 
and see that Sadlers Creek had a real good one. Of all the 
people that used the park this year, we had only one accident, 
a broken wrist resulting from a fall. 

We ended the summer season with the fall meeting of the 
N.C.H.A. camping clubs October 10-12. The workers 
completed the recreation building that week and it was used 
for all of the clubs' meetings. This building made a great deal 
of difference this year because of its size and convenient 
location. Bob Cothran came down on Saturday night with the 
Oconee and Mountain Rest Cloggers to perform for the club 
members, and they enjoyed it. Everyone could see and had 
plenty of room. My thanks to everyone involved for an 
outstanding job. 

We have a new ranger at Sadlers Creek, William Crawford. 
We would like to welcome Bill to this park and to our park 
system. Bill is doing a fine job here and I know he will 
continue to do so. 

Since the Christmas season is coming soon, all of us here at 
Sadlers Creek would like to wish all of you a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
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Now to my new ranger Mike Clark and his wife Jackie. 
They are pleasant to everyone and are assets to our park 
family. We expect to spend some of our winter nights with 
the Hendersons and the Clarks, and we'll listen to Mike play 
the guitar or banjo. I'll pjay harmonica and Larry will singl 
Maybe those new babies won't cry too loud! 

This past season was very hectic but rewarding and, 
looking forward to 1976, I predict Croft State Park will be 
visited by more than 300,000 persons. 

KEOWEE-TOXAWAY STATE PARK, John Rhodes, 
Superintendent — Another summer is gone and with it the 
large crowds that flock to the parks throughout the state. 
Quietness has settled except for the chattering of the 
squirrels and the singing of the birds. Occasionally we see 
someone walking around enjoying the serenity of the park or a 
family having a picnic. There is much fun to be had and 
beauty to be seen in our parks during the fall and winter 
months. 

Keowee-Toxaway is staffed by a Superintendent I, a 
Ranger II, and a naturalist for the Interpretive area. The 
Ranger II position is occupied by Harold Lynch. Harold is a 
life-long resident of Pickens County who came to work for the 
park system in April of 1974. He is married to the former 
Martha Cassel, who is a secretary at Holly Springs 
Elementary School. Harold and Martha have a son Randall, 
age 10, who is in the fifth grade at the Holly Springs School. 

We are fortunate to have Peggy O'Neal as naturalist in the 
Interpretive Building. She worked the summer of 1974 at 
nearby Table Rock State Park as a naturalist and was our 
naturalist here at Keowee-Toxaway this past summer. Peggy 
received a Bachelor's degree in Anthropology from the 
University of South Carolina in the spring of 1974 and does a 
fine job here at Keowee. She has done some beautiful 
macrame pieces which are on display in the superintendent's 
office and has succeeded in interesting other members of the 
park staff in the craft. 

I filled the superintendent's position since the beginning of 
the park in March of 1974. I came to work for the Parks 
Division in May of 1972 after graduating from Clemson. I was 
a PMA and assistant superintendent at Table Rock State Park 
before being transferred to Keowee-Toxaway. My wife Cathy 
graduated from Winthrop College and taught school before 
the birth of our daughter Andrea, who will be three in 
January. We are happy to announce that we are expecting 
our second child in March. 

This is a brief history of our park family. We look forward 
to having more visitors from other parks so that we may 
become better acquainted with them. There are many 
interesting displays, beautiful mountains, and a clear, clean 
lake to be seen and enjoyed here at Keowee-Toxaway State 
Park. 

OCONEE STATE PARK, Bob Cothran, Superintendent — 
In this report I would like to pass on the following information 
about our family. 

June, who most all of you know, is a freshman at Furman. 
She is working part-time doing office work. She really loves 
the school, but is having a hard time getting adjusted to the 
many hours she needs to study to keep up her grades. 

Jimmy is a senior at Walhalla High School and plans to go 
to Clemson next year. He is working part-time at the TG & Y 
store, so his studies and work keep him well occupied and out 
of trouble most of the time! 

Johnny is 13 and in the eighth grade. He hates school but 
loves hunting and fishing. He thinks he would like to be a 
State Park Naturalist sometime in the future. 

Janice is 12, in the seventh grade and doing excellent work. 
It is hard to realize she was only two years old when we moved 
from Aiken to Oconee! 

Attendance and revenue have held up real well during the 
fall season. The campers and cabin users are still coming and 
we are anticipating full weekend use of the cabins right on 
through the winter months. 

PARIS MOUNTAIN STATE PARK, Eddie Miller, Super
intendent — Well, here it is November and who would 
believe it? The weather is wonderful, a little chilly at night 
but perfect during the day. We are still renting pedal boats 
on the weekends! People may brag about their home states 
all they want to, but for me it's South Carolina 365 days of the 
year! 

I'm sure some of you remember our discovering the 
charcoal kilns and cemetery during construction of our 
camping area in 1970. We invited the University of South 
Carolina to check it out for us and we received their report last 
September. It is a very clear and precise report and if any of 
you are interested you may obtain a copy from Professor John 
D. Combes. 

The Wade Hampton High School Cross County team is 
using Paris Mountain as their home course for their meets 
this year. They have had three meets already in October and 
will have more this month. Mr. Robert M. Crain is their 
coach and so far they have had a winning season. They use 
our four-mile hiking trail for their course. 

Congratulations are in order for Ranger John Brown and 
his wife Kathy. Their son Travis Gordon, IVi lbs. was born 
October 19 at the Greenville General Hospital. Both mother 
and son are doing fine and daddy, although he is out of cigars, 
is still floating on cloud nine. 

This is the first year that the Buckhorn Lodge will be open 
during the winter and it seems that it's going to be a hit. We 
have already made and are still getting party reservations for 
the holidays. Once these people see the facilities we have to 
offer we will be getting all the business we can handle. 

The leaves this fall were not as colorful as usual, but we did 
have quite a few campers and day visitors during a few 
weekends. Now the trouble starts; anybody care to help rake 
all those leaves?? We can furnish the rakes! 

The editor mentioned that it would be nice to write 
something about our family. Anytime I can get a chance to 
pop off a few buttons from my chest, I'll take it! Our son 
Chris is a senior this year at Wade Hampton High School, 
where he is the captain of the football team and plays 
quarterback. The third game of the season against Greenville 
High, he was selected Upper State Player of the Week and 
was honored as a special guest of the Greenville Touchdown 
Club. He has made honorable mention as player of the week 
four other times. Needless to say, his mother and I are very 
proud of him! Chris was chosen to play in the Shrine Bowl 
December 13 at Charlotte. 
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TABLE ROCK STATE PARK, Mike Hendrix, Superinten
dent — The leaves this year were at their peak the weekend 
of October 25th, and the park was full of visitors once again 
admiring the beauty of nature. One unusual group was the 
Carolina Cyclers. They were on their annual "Golden Leaves 
Tour." These bicyclists tour the surrounding area each year 
at this time. 

We were visited by the Pisgah Camping Club the weekend 
of October 25th. There were about 20 units that camped in 
the old camping area. This is a yearly event for the club, and 
each year they have a lovely old-fashioned square dance. 

On October 28th, Assistant Superintendent Larry Orr and 
Rangers Robert Mitchell and Doug Cothran took the Multi-
Media Red Cross course at Paris Mountain State Park. This is 
one of the best first aid courses that is given. 

The Welcome Center Supervisors stayed at Table Rock 
October 28-29 to hold meetings and familiarize themselves 
with the area. 

At this time I would like to wish everyone in the park 
system a very MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW 
YEAR! 

Welcome Center hostesses visit Table Rock State Park. 
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DISTRICT IV 

As we near the end of the 1975 fall season, many parks 
throughout the system have advanced into their winter work 
programs. While some areas do not have any special projects 
underway, the work is just as important to the department. 
All facilities must be well maintained to provide for future 
patrons. In District IV, some projects are underway while 
others have been completed. 

Baker Creek has a campground renovation project 
providing fifty good sites while deleting fifty from the 
previous park total of 150. A sewer line is being installed to 
link the old campground with the new area. This will 
eliminate sewage problems which have existed for several 
years. 

Greenwood personnel have been busy re-roofing several 
buildings throughout the park. Enlargement of the recreation 
building is presently under construction. 

Kings Mountain's staff is now working on a "Living Farm" 
project. When completed, the area will represent a farm area 
much like the type our forefathers worked. There will be 
several log structures including a residence, barn, etc. 

The newest addition to Hickory Knob was recently 
completed; a meeting building which will be utilized by 
groups for conventions, etc. The park staff has been busy 
seeding grass, general clean-up, thinning of trees in the new 
campground, and various other projects. 

At Landsford Canal, windows, doors, and flooring were 
installed in the stone lock-keeper's house. This building will 
serve as museum and interpretive center when the park is 
complete. Work will soon resume on the canal, with the 
center lock receiving attention. Interpretive displays are now 
being built by the park staff with the aid of the History 
Section. 

Parks not individually named have been busy with painting 
and general maintenance to buildings and grounds. My 
sincere thanks to the staff of each park for their contribution 
to the park system. 

Without the aid of various staff members from the central 
office and Service & Supply Center, many projects 
undertaken could not have been done. I would like to thank 
each of these individuals for all the help given. 

In closing, I wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a 
properous New Year. 

FREDDIE PARKMAN 
District IV Superintendent 

ANDREW JACKSON STATE PARK, Lew Griffin, Super
intendent — Another season is ending and the fall weather 
has been just beautiful. The crowds are growing smaller, but 
there are still quite a few who are walking and enjoying the 
lovely fall colors. A couple of weeks ago we had several 
members of the color guard unit of HEJAZ Shrine Temple as 
campers. During their weekend camp-out they barbecued a 
pig. The good food and fellowship was enjoyed by all. I 
would like to take this opportunity to welcome to our park 
family Ranger Bill Boyce, his wife Janet and their two year 
old son "Beaver." Bill is from Sumter, South Carolina and 
has proven to be a great asset to our park. 

We hope that everyone has a safe and happy holiday 
season. 

BAKER CREEK STATE PARK, Wayne Timms, Superin
tendent — The personnel at Baker Creek State Park have a 
wide range of interests but one goal in common ... to 
maintain a well kept and superior park. 

I would like to introduce our new ranger, Roy Bowman. 
Roy comes to us from Sumter, South Carolina. The son of an 
Air Force career man, Roy has lived in two foreign 
countries — Okinawa and Indiana! He was employed as an 
automotive mechanic and parts salesman before joining the 
park system. Roy enjoys going to church and also plays the 
guitar in his spare time. 

"Chuck" Grant and his wife Frances have reared five 
children and now have six grandchildren. Chuck is our 
Ranger II and is a very devoted employee. Frances works at 
the desk at nearby Hickory Knob State Resort Park. They 
both enjoy having their relatives visit them. They can put 
more people in one trailer than anyone I've seen! Chuck 
enjoys fishing and cooking in his sparetime and Frances is a 
very talented seamstress. 

My wife Pat and I have two sons, Brian, age 8 and Patrick, 
4. I have recently taken up sailing and you can usually find 
me stranded somewhere on the lake (on my day off!) I also 
enjoy working with wood and am very proud of a handmade 
chessboard. Brian and I enjoy playing chess. Pat is a full 
time wife and mother. She enjoys volunteer work for the First 
Baptist Church and the school PTA and plays the violin. 

CHESTER STATE PARK, Ted Williams, Superintendent 
— Fall has come and gone and we have settled into the winter 
routine. It was a real good season for hunters who used our 
campground as a base for their hunts. Several nice deers 
were taken by campers staying at Chester this year. Several 
campers from Florida, Virginia and North Carolina came the 
long distance to hunt in the Chester area. 

Ranger Roger Minors was lucky in killing a deer on his first 
hunt ever, and has spent many hours in the woods since then. 
His wife Brenda has adjusted nicely to Roger's new hobby. 
This was expected since Brenda is a very understanding park 
wife, who never complains about her husband's long and 
varied hours. She has a full time job keeping up with their 
active four year old son Charles and also enjoys cooking and 
sewing. 

We at Chester are enjoying the slower pace of the winter 
season and invite everyone to stop by. 
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DREHER ISLAND STATE PARK) Wally Brock, Superin
tendent — Summer has come and gone quickly, although it 
remained nice and warm here until November. 

Lake Murray is about eight and one-half feet below the full 
mark. People are having trouble launching their boats at 
most places, but with the excellent ramps here at the island 
we are really kept busy. 

Many visitors are still coming to the Island, especially on 
weekends and holidays when the weather is good, and it has 
been on most weekends. We are kept busy trying to keep the 
place beautiful and free of litter. Thank goodness most 
people are aware of this problem or we would never catch upl 

Hopefully by next summer we will have added more 
facilities, expecially campsites, water and sewage facilities. 

GREENWOOD STATE PARK, Joe Hambright, Superin
tendent — We are still having good crowds out at the park on 
weekends, although things are almost at a standstill during 
the week. It seems that more camping clubs are camping 
with us this fall than last. 

We had a New Jersey family camping with us the weekend 
of October 17-19. During the winter months they travel from 
New Jersey to South Carolina at least one weekend a month to 
stay in our state parks. Knowing that people enjoy our state 
parks that much makes you very proud to be a part of the park 
family. 

Overall this has been a tremendous season for Greenwood 
with both attendance and revenue making sizeable gains over 
the past year. We are looking for even greater increases next 
year! 

We are happy to have Cecil Pruette, his wife Pat and their 
son Mike who recently joined our staff here at Greenwood. 
Cecil was transferred from Cheraw to Greenwood as Ranger 
n. 

We have a lot to do this winter but we would like for all of 
you to stop by and see us when you are in the area. 

HAMILTON BRANCH STATE PARK, Frank Baughman, 
Superintendent — Indian Summer is bringing out a lot of 
campers on the weekends to Hamilton Branch. This time of 
the year also brings a large number of hunters to our part of 
the state with a good number of them staying in our camping 
area. One of our camping hunters didn't have any luck at all 
as he accidently shot his "friend" and camping buddy. 
Thankfully, it was not too serious. 

The fall season also brings a lot of out-of-staters to 
Hamilton Branch, most of whom are retired and heading to 
Florida to spend the winter. In talking with these campers, 
most of them are spending more and more time each year 
with us before heading further south. 

Our contact station is now completed and we hope some of 
you will get a chance to come by and see this new facility at 
our park. This should aid us greatly in the coming years. 

This past summer at Hamilton Branch was the best one for 
attendance in our park's history and I would like to thank 
Rangers Charles Sloan and Leon Holliday for the good job 
they have done. Thanks also go out to District 
Superintendent Freddie Parkman and our office staff for their 
assistance during this past season. 

With the facilities that we now have available at Hamilton 
Branch and with more and more people becoming aware of 
them, we anticipate nothing but good things in our park's 
future. 

HICKORY KNOB STATE REPORT PARK, Ted Barbie, 
Superintendent — With the advent of the BASS Chapter 
Federation Tournament, held at Hickory Knob in September, 
the park has now been host to the top three events in the Bass 
Anglers Sportsman Society tournament trail. In 1973, we 
hosted the BASS Master's Classic; in September, 1974, the 
Ail-American; and in September 1975, the Chapter 
Federations Tournament. 

The Chapter tournament consisted of the top 192 out of 
3,000 fishermen from 32 states who competed for a place in 
this championship event. Forty-five thousand ($45,000) in 
cash and merchandise was allotted for this tournament. The 
first place winners were from Louisianna, and Nash Roberts 
III earned himself a berth in the 1975 Classic by bringing in 
the largest catch on his team. BASS President Ray Scott 
emphasized that this was a team event. Ninety percent of the 
fish caught were returned alive to Clark Hill Lake. 

The Oconee Cloggers were special guests at the 
pre-tournament banquet held in the barn, and as usual, 
brought down the house with an exhibition of clogging that 
has made them the professionals they are! The BASS 
Tournaments are always colorful events and Hickory Knob is 
proud to have been chosen to host them. 

ETV visited the park one weekend in October. Jayne Adair 
is producing a new series for ETV geared to the family, and 
filmed activities of the parents and children at the park. 
After filming the kids on a hay ride down the trails, Miss 
Adair interviewed several to find out what was important to 
the children in their relationships with their parents when 
they went on vacation as opposed to the usual at-home 
relationships. Some mothers are holding their breath waiting 
for the film to be released in January! 

Also on the park in October were square dancers enjoying 
their "Fall Jamboree." Folks came from all over South 
Carolina and Georgia to dance their old favorites and to learn 
some new dances. Workshops in clogging were held on 
Saturday in the barn. The Saturday night dancing concluded 
with a campfire at the amphitheater where the guests roasted 
hot dogs and toasted marshmallows. It is always a colorful 
weekend when the square dancers arrive and this was no 
exception. 

The Fall Jamboree was sponsored by three professional 
callers, Doug Jernigan of North Augusta, Randall Musgrove 
of Tallahassee, Florida, and Delmar Allison of Gainsville, 
Georgia. 

There have been several personnel changes recently. 
This fall, Mac Flood left the park system to go into private 
business, and was replaced as Lodge Manager by Jim Holbert 
of Conway. 

Ken Lagroon left his job as desk clerk, and was replaced by 
Nancy Bain, a newcomer to South Carolina, whose husband is 
with the Corp of Engineers. 

Bob Parrish, formerly of Kings Mountain State Park, has 
joined the staff at Hickory Knob, and at this moment the 
moving van is waiting outside to take Dennis and Darnell Hart 
and family to their new station at Kings Mountain. 
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Thanksgiving was celebrated at Hickory Knob with turkey 
and all the trimmings. Many families gathered together to 
enjoy the park and each other at this time of year. 

Christmas also promises to be a festive time as people 
gather around the decorated tree in the lodge room. If you 
and yours are not among this group, let us take this way of 
wishing each of you a very Merry Christmas and a healthy 
and Happy New Year! 

KINGS MOUNTAIN STATE PARK, Lee W. Jordan, Super
intendent — The weather here at Kings Mountain has been 
beautiful and the park visitors and campers have been 
numerous. Our Square Dance Camp-Out Weekend on 
Otober 17-18 at Camp Cherokee was a great success, with 70 
squares of dancers attending the event. 

I would like to express my thanks to Assistant Lewis Cato, 
PMA Gerald Harris, Rangers Michael Mathis and Michael 
Lovelace for doing outstanding jobs in fulfilling their 
responsibilities in the area of maintenance and dealing with 
the general public. Thanks again for a job well done! My 
summer personnel did fine work and everyone made 1975 a 
fine year for Kings Mountain State Park. 

I would like to congratulate Rangers Robert Parrish and 
Michael Mathis on their promotions and transfers to Hickory 
Knob State Resort Park. We all wish you both lots of luck 
with your new assignments. 

I would like to welcome to Kings Mountain State Park 
Ranger Foster D. Hart, his wife Darlene and sons Brian and 
Shannon — welcome aboard! 

PRT Commissioner H. W. Close (standing, extreme right) introduces 
distinguished guests at the Bicentennial Dedication Ceremony held 
November 18 at Landsford Canal Stat* Park. The stone lock keeper's 
house in the background was moved to its present site from Rocky 
Mount Canal, near Great Falls. The program Included the 
presentation of "Achievement '76 Awards" from the South Carolina 
American Revolution Bicentennial Commission, recognition awards 
to Duke Power Company and Crescent Land and Timber Corporation, 
the unveiling of a Chester County Historical Society Marker and a 
Landsford Canal Memorial D.A.R. monument, the dedication of the 
iockkeeper's house and trailside tours of the canal. 

Miss Mary Allison Heyward and Master Davie Burgdorf, 
descendants of General William Richardson Davie, pose in front of 
the D.A.R. memorial monument. General Davie established his 
home at Land's ford in 1805 and built two mills to serve the 
surrounding community. The area acquired its name in 1754 when 
Thomas Land was granted a tract of land, built his house and 
established the ford. (A ford is a river crossing. Ed.) 

LANDSFORD CANAL STATE PARK, Jim Work, Superin
tendent — The highlight of this quarter was the dedication of 
Landsford Canal as a state park. Held on the lawn of the 
Lockkeeper's house, which now sports exterior windows and 
doors, there was a good turnout and everything went 
smoothly. 

Bass fishing has picked up here in the river, although most 
people still fish for catfish. There's no accounting for the 
taste of some people! 

We were sorry to lose our ranger, Roy Atkinson, to Poinsett 
State Park. We hated to see Roy and Wendy leave. Good 
workers and equally good neighbors are hard to find these 
days and we wish them the best of everything. 

We had a good summer this year and fall is bringing out the 
Sunday hikers. The Tow Path Trail is getting good use every 
clear weekend. 

The present economic picture doesn't look very bright for 
the system until you look deeper into the resources that we 
have in all our state parks. Some of the most scenic areas in 
the state belong to us. Buildings, for the most part, are in a 
reasonable state of repair, and best of all, we have some of 
the most versatile, imaginative and loyal employees of any 
state agency. With all these plus factors, I feel that we will 
continue to improve our system and when the economic 
situation improves we will be a step ahead of other state park 
systems. 

ii£&: 
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SESQUICENTENNIAL STATE PARK, Jim Meadors, 
Superintendent — Recently I began my ninth year with parks 
and it seems that these last eight years have zipped by. They 
were busy, happy years and quite educational. I'm 
continually amazed at the things some people do but I'm 
hardly surprised anymore. I have learned that the human 
animal can, and will, do anything. Fortunately, most people 
are real nice and I keep hoping the others will see the light. 
I still think our state parks are great places to work and I'm 
glad to be here, especially when we have fantastic weather 
like this glorious Indian Summer. 

We are quite busy at present clearing tree tops and limbs 
behind a salvage crew now cutting in the park. We also have 
a pulpwood sale coming up so I guess this task will continue 
for a few more weeks. Several weeks ago about 500 
Mormon youths came out to the park to plant a bicentennial 
forest. Got to keep the crop coming on for the future, you 
know! 

Other happenings at Sesqui during this quarter include 
more weddings and baptisms. 

An ETV crew spent about two weeks in Sesqui filming a 
program on the metric measuring system which will be 
distributed nationally for classroom instruction. Between 
eight and ten hours of film will be edited down to a 15 minute 
presentation. Seems like a lot of waste but it insures quality 
so I'm told. 

The American Cancer Society presented a Country-
Western Folk Music Festival in our amphitheatre last month. 
Fund raising wasn't too successful because of inadequate 
publicity, but there was some fine talent present and the 
music was excellent. 

The Log House-Gift Shop has been closed and the 
merchandise transferred to Charles Towne Landing and the 
central warehouse. Joe Watson, the operator, is now working 
with the Bicentennial program. Tentative plans are to 
redecorate and open the Log House as a museum on a part 
time basis. 

The Training Center is now a reality. A wastewater school 
is operating two days a week and the Basic Maintenance 
Course of three days' duration is presented to 12 students 
each month. In addition to improving knowledge & skills, 
these courses give us a chance to visit with our friends who 
attend from all four districts. 

High school track teams work out daily in the park and 
several cross country teams have a meet almost every week. 

In closing, we want to extend sincere wishes for a Merry 
Christmas, and a Happy & Prosperous New Year to the PRT 
family all over the state. 

"Gus" & Dot Krajcik 
"Rod," Deborah & Meissa Corley 
Jim, Ila & Jimmy Meadors 

A happy group of Mormon youngsters pause after planting a 500-tree 
Bicentennial forest at Sesqulcentennlal State Park. 

Mr. "Buddy" Batten gives Instruction in the proper use of a table 
saw to state park rangers Involved In a Basic Maintenance Training 
Course at the Sesqui Training Center. The continuing program Is 
conducted one week of each month with personnel attending from 
parks all over the state. 
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From The Editor 

SIGN ON THE DOTTED LINE 

What do you do when your favorite television program is 
interrupted by a series of commercials? Many of us make a 
bee-line for the refrigerator to fix a quick snack or open a can 
or bottle of our favorite beverage. I must admit that many of 
the commercials seem to insult our intelligence, but 
occasionally one catches my eye. 

One of my favorites shows several workers ... a street 
sweeper, an automobile assembly line worker and a hot dog 
stand operator . . . obviously proud of their efforts and with 
their signatures prominently displayed. It may seem 
ridiculous for these persons to sign their "work" for all the 
world to see . . . "this street swept by Vern Hansen" . . . 
"this fender installed by Bernie Gee" . . . "this hot dog 
created by Keith Patchett." However, stop and reflect upon 
this for a minute . . . shouldn't everyone be proud to 
advertise the fact that a certain task was performed well 
enough for that person to sign his work like an artist signs a 
painting? 

You see, that's the problem these days as so many of us are 
just concerned with "getting by" and doing the bare 
minimum. How much more would be accomplished if each of 
us did his very best as if our names were to be displayed at 
the site of our accomplishments? Think about 
it . . . wouldn't you work a little harder if you knew that your 
name was going to be "signed" there? "This campsite 

cleaned and raked by "this comfort station 
cleaned and stocked by "this grassy area mowed 
by " 

Would you be proud to sign your name to each daily task 
that you perform? Most of us would (and could) work more 
diligently if we kept this thought in mind. 

Another of my favorite commercials shows a young lad 
unsuccessfully trying to get his Dad to take the family 
camping. Pop voices that oft-repeated phrase . . ."later, 
son! I'm busy right now . . ." The father is finally tricked 
into going out to the camper, at which time he is locked inside 
and the family leaves on a camping trip. The message behind 
this commerical is "give your family your best; give them 
your time!'' 

The pleasant memories of happy hours and days spent by 
visitors at South Carolina state parks are evidence that many 
people are investing their time where it really pays 
dividends . . .with their families. 

(sign here) 
DANA L. SAWYER 
Editor 

NEW PERSONNEL 

Roy A. Bowman, Ranger I, Baker Creek 
Kenneth Hance, PMA, Cheraw 
Edward Inabinet, Ranger I, Hamilton Branch 
Nancy Bain, Hotel Desk Clerk, Hickory Knob 
James R. Holbert, Innkeeper, Hickory Knob 

William H. Crawford, 

Gerald F. Watson, Ranger I, Landsford Canal 
Carl J. LeGrand, Ranger I, Myrtle Beach 
William M. Jerrell, Ranger I, Myrtle Beach 
Larry G. Outlaw, Ranger I, Poinsett 
Mike L. Jordan, Ranger I, Redcliffe 

Ranger I, Sadlers Creek 

PROMOTIONS & TRANSFERS 

Glenn Farr, Assistant Superintendent, Hunting Island to Superintendent, Colleton 
Thomas Felder, Ranger III, Cheraw to Assistant Superintendent, Hunting Island 
Dennis Hart, Ranger II, Hickory Knob to Ranger II, Kings Mountain 
Thomas Hicks, Ranger I, Myrtle Beach to Ranger II, Hunting Island 
Michael Mathis, Ranger I, Kings Mountain to Ranger II, Hickory Knob 
Robert Parrish, Ranger II, Kings Mountain to Tradesworker, Hickory Knob 
Furniss Rogers, Ranger I, Lynches River to Ranger I, Cheraw 
Jerry Smith, Ranger I, Myrtle Beach to Ranger I, Lynches River 

RESIGNATIONS 

Richard Carl Bailey Bruce Leblanc 
Augustus "Mac" Flood Robert N. Wynn 
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