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RAY M. SISK 

The state of the economy and the pulse of the 
business community effects our lives in many 
ways. State agencies must be constantly aware of 
any changing trends as they predict budgetary and 
other needs for the coming months and years. The 
Division of State Parks is seeing positive results 
in recently-compiled attendance statistics. At
tendance during the first six months of this year 
has increased 21 percent over the same period in 
1974. The total of 5,118,911 for the period is an in
crease of nearly 900,000 visitors. 

But that's not the whole story. Attendance 
figures for the fiscal year just completed topped 
the ten million mark for the first time... 10,200,685 
to be exact! What does this mean for our park 
personnel that work long hours to meet the needs 
of these park visitors? Our experience this sum
mer has shown that people are expecting more in 
the way of facilities and programs, and that their 
price-consciousness is carrying over to their vaca
tion planning. People are looking for low-cost or 
no-cost activities, which may explain the continu
ing popularity of tent camping. About one-third of 
families camping at our state parks are tent camp
ers! 

Park visitors generally expect few restrictions 
of their activities, and appreciate reasonable an
swers when their interests conflict with rules and 
regulations. OK, so you've got a family enjoying 
a picnic lunch at campsite #19. How do you deal 
with them? Do you march up and holler, "Can't 
you read the sign, lady? It says NO PICNICKING 
IN THIS AREA!" Hopefully you will consider that 
maybe they haven't found the picnic area, so you 
can tell them that you have a picnic area back 
down the road that they can use. 

We get both letters and telephone calls from 
park visitors regarding the treatment they have 
received at various state parks. Usually they are 
either very pleased or very upset about the man
ner in which they were treated. The attitude which 
you display when you deal with park visitors may 
result in a letter or a phone call to my office, so 
make it a pleasant experience for all of us! 

If you're stuck for an answer to a question 
asked by a park visitor, write down their name 
and address. Send it to us, along with the question 
that stumped you, and we'll try to help you out. 
People appreciate promptness in obtaining the 
answer to a question, and they often become 
angry about a situation when they lack enough 
information to form a correct opinion. There may 
be a good reason that a restroom at your park 
is not in use, but if they can't find out a reason 
from anyone, they may think it's just a way of 
making your job easier. 

I think that we should constantly ask ourselves 
the following question as we make daily decisions 
about the operation of our state parks: "Is the 
purpose of this action to allow the visitor to enjoy 
the park and its resources, or is it primarily for 
my convenience and to make my job easier?" 
Obviously we need a blending of both as we con
trol the use of facilities, yet assure visitors a cer
tain amount of freedom to "do their thing." 

Working with the public to meet their needs 
will always be a tremendous challenge, and those 
of us in park work are becoming more aware of 
this fact with every passing day. 

What about those picnickers at campsite #19? 
RAY M. SISK 
State Park Director 

NOTE: I am extremely proud of the new train
ing center at Sesqui, and my thanks go out to 
Service & Supply Center personnel for their fine 
efforts and workmanship. We are certainly look
ing forward to using the center; additional infor
mation about it may be found elsewhere in this 
issue. 
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From 

The 

Directorate 

FRED P. BRINKMAN 

As you may have read or heard recently in the 
news media, this has been a strange year for PRT. 
Most of us feel as if we have been participants in 
a Chinese picnic. Everything sweet seems to have 
been coated with something sour. 

We watched with broad smiles as the state 
parks attendance figures' soared up and through 
the 10-million level for the first time, but 
beads of perspiration popped out when we turned 
to look at the operations budget for the system. 

The squeeze play that has hit our system — 
a sharp increase in public demand for services but 
a reduction in budget — has caused neighboring 
Georgia to close 12 state parks. That is sad news, 
indeed. 

Our PRT Commission has suffered through 
several collective migraine headaches over the 
subject of closing parks. The subject has been dis
cussed for obvious reasons, even though the Com
mission has kept its attention on a course of ac
tion to do everything possible to keep all of the 
parks open and operating. 

Several specific steps have been taken to re
duce expenditures. I won't repeat them here. Suf
fice it to say that they have been successful, so 
far. Unless we are struck by some unforeseen bolt 
out of the blue, we will continue to keep the parks 
open and operating. 

The reprint of the editorial from the Greenville 
News on the opposite page is one example of some 

of the excellent news and editorial coverage that 
has recently been given to the goal of "Keeping 
Parks Open." 

Some of you may have read or heard that the 
case of our financial woes was a $100,000 cut in 
our appropriations for this fiscal year. That is a 
true statement, but it only partially explains "our 
situation. The $100,000 cut was the final reduction 
of our budget request when the General Assembly 
was faced with the difficult task of balancing State 
expenditures with available funds. 

Now, we are in the process of seeking our 
budget for the next fiscal year — 1976-77. The 
"word" is that state government will face an 
economic crunch even more severe than it was 
this year. In view of that, the PRT budget request 
is a bare-bones approach to funding the Depart
ment's operations during 1976-77. 

The request seeks to continue to keep the state 
parks open. The PRT Commission feels that the 
record-breaking attendance figures for the system 
offer proof positive of the need to keep the parks 
open .... in fact, now more so than ever before. 

Our sincere thanks to each of you in the sys
tem for the superb way in which this summer's 
crowds were handled. Your good work was the 
key to the great success we experienced, and for 
that, we extend to you our deep appreciation. 

FRED P. BRINKMAN 
Executive Director 
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B. H. Peace 

1873-1934 

James H. McKinney Jr. 
Editorial Page Editor 

s 
J. Kelly Sisk 

Chairman of the Board and Publisher 

Edmund A. Ramsaur 
President and Co-Publisher 

Roger C. Peace 
1899-1968 

L. Aubrey Bowie 
Associate Editorial Page Editor 

Keeping Parks Open 
The state Department or 

Parks, Recreation and Tour
ism deserves praise for 
keeping South Carolina's rec
reational facilities going this 
summer. The job has not 
been easy in the face of se
vere budget restrictions. 

The state's parks are 
reaching peaks in popularity 
and experiencing record at
tendance. Financial prob
lems, however, also are in
creasing. 

The budget crunch is not 
unique in South Carolina. 
Georgia officials recently 
announced the closing of a 
dozen parks in the Peach 
State because of monetary 
problems. 

PRT has made a deter
mined effort to avoid such 
drastic measures. The de
partment instead has cut 
expenditures where possible, 
increased various park user 
fees and altered opening and 
closing hours of some facili
ties. 

The results can be seen in 
the fact that park visitation 
is expected to top 10 million 
this year, a record for the 
park system. The public 
hardly has been aware of the 
careful management re
quired just to keep South 
Carolina's recreation areas 
going. 

That is probably as it 

should be, but park users 
ought to be aware that infla
tionary increases in opera
tional costs and cuts in 
PRT's appropriations re
quest created a difficult situ
ation this year. The ability of 
PRT to keep user fees rela
tively low and still provide 
adequate service has been 
amazing. 

The state's excellent park 
system is a major asset, 
both from the viewpoints of 
South Carolinians and tour
ists. The General Assembly 
will do well next year to try 
and do a better job of match
ing expenditures for the sys
tem with the growing num
ber of park users. 
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Profile: PRT Commissioner 

E. A. Ramsaur 

1 Rockingham Road 
Greenville, S. C. 29607 Telephone (803) 277-5296 
Date of birth: April 9, 1925 
Place of birth: Greenville, South Carolina 
Son of the late Mr. and Mrs. Claude Ramsaur of Greenville, 

South Carolina 
Graduate of the University of Virginia (B.A., 1949) 
Also attended Davidson College and the University of 

South Carolina 
Served with the U. S. Navy, Pacific Theatre, World War II 
Married to the former Dorothy Ann Peace of Greenville, 

South Carolina 
One son, Edmund Adams (Ted) Ramsaur, Jr. 
One daughter, Etca Ann Ramsaur 
President and Director, Multimedia, Inc., Greenville, South 

Carolina 
President, Co-Publisher and Director, 
The Greenville (S. C.) News-Piedmont Company 
Director, Asheville (N. C.) Citizen-Times Publishing Com

pany 
Vice President and Director, The Advertiser Company, 

Montgomery, Alabama 
Chairman of the Board and Director, Leaf-Chronicle Com

pany, Clarksville, Tennessee 
Director, Multimedia Broadcasting Company, Greenville, 

South Carolina 
Director, Carolina Delivery Service Company, Inc., Char

lotte, North Carolina 
Director, Carolina Film Service, Inc., Charlotte, North 

Carolina 
Director, Citizen Express, Inc., Asheville, North Carolina 
Director, Bankers Trust of South Carolina 
President, Greater Greenville Chamber of Commerce, 1966 
Chairman, Salvation Army Boys' Club, 1964 
Vice President, United Fund of Greenville County, 1967 
Commissioner, South Carolina Department of Parks, Recre

ation and Tourism, 1967-77 
Trustee, The Greenville County Foundation, 1970-76 

(Chairman 1973) 
Member: Southern Newspaper Publishers Association 

(Director 1968-71) 
South Carolina Press Association 
South Carolina Associated Press News Council 
Sigma Delta Chi Journalism Fraternity 

Trustee, Southern Newspaper Publishers Association 
Foundation, 1972-75 

Formerly served with the U. S. Department of Defense, 
Washington; The Greenville News Washington and 
Columbia (S. C.) Bureaus; State News Editor, Asso
ciate Editor, The News 

Member, Fourth Presbyterian Church, Greenville, South 
Carolina 

Eight years is a long time and yet it seems not 
nearly so long since PRT was organized in 1967. 

That can only be because it has been a source 
of enjoyment and pride for me to serve with my 
associates on the Commission and the some 400 
employees of the Department. 

It has been a great challenge to all of us to 
put together in one harmonious, efficiently-func
tioning unit the previously-separate Parks Division 
of the State Forestry Commission, the Tourism 
Division of the Development Board and the Bureau 
of Outdoor Recreation unit of the Wildlife Re
sources Commission as well as the duties of the 
old Recreation Commission. 

This is a "merger" which would strain the 
talents of the ablest corporate executives and, per
haps more importantly, severely try the loyalty 
and patience of those who determine the success 
or failure of any enterprise — the employees. 

Adding to the difficulties of this welding of 
disparate organizations has been the intense pres
sures exerted for expansion of PRT's services. It 
is most flattering, this increased demand from the 
General Assembly and the recreation-seeking 
public within and without South Carolina. But it 
has been exhausting as well. 

Our state parks have grown and the facilities 
within them have multiplied. Services to tourists 
have expanded many times and aid to local recre
ation units has increased quite rapidly. 

Never have we been able to relax. Indeed, 
never have we been able even to keep up with the 
call for all of the services PRT affords. 

Surely, this exhilarating pace has been respon
sible for the seemingly-swift passage of eight 
long years. It has inspired me and, judging by the 
results, it has inspired you as well. 

May the pace never slacken! 
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SEVEN NEW 
PARK ACQUISITIONS 

Columbia, S. C. — Already during 1975, some 
$372,886 in Recreation Land Trust Fund monies 
has led to the purchase of land for seven new 
state park and recreation areas in South Caro
lina with an estimated value of $4,535,113, ac
cording to the Department of Parks, Recreation 
and Tourism (PRT). 

The Recreation Land Trust Fund, administered 
through PRT, enables a combination of funding 
sources to be used to purchase lands for public 
parks and public recreation areas. Major funding 
sources for land acquisitions in addition to Recre
ation Land Trust Fund monies are Bureau of Out
door Recreation (BOR) or other federal funds, 
private or local funds, other state funds and land 
donations. PRT has designated all acquisitions 
from the Recreation Land Trust Fund in 1975 as 
Bicentennial projects to help protect and develop 
the state's heritage for present and future genera
tions. 

The seven projects acquired this year are 356-
acre Musgrove's Mill State Park near Clinton; 250-
acre Hanging Rock State Park near Heath Springs; 
a 41-acre addition to Woods Bay State Park near 
Olanta; 633-acre Drayton Hall Historic Park near 
Charleston; 230-acre Long Bluff State Park near 
Society Hill; 310-acre Hampton Plantation State 
Park near McClellanville and 2,000-acre Capers 
Island near Charleston (administered by the S. C. 
Wildlife and Marine Resources Department). 

These seven recreation areas total some 4,080 
acres and were purchased with the use of $372,886 
in Recreation Land Trust Funds, $2,825,475 in 
federal BOR funds, $640,000 in private or local 
funds, $345,850 in other state funds and land 
donations of $369,518 for total land value of the 
combined properties of $4,535,113. 

Three additional projects which have already 
been approved and are now in the process of being 
purchased are 857-acre Lake Hartwell 1-85 State 
Park near Anderson, with use of $175,000 in 
Recreation Land Trust Fund monies; the 209-acre 
Oconee Station near Walhalla, with $35,225 in 
Trust Fund monies; and the 208-acre Oolenoy 
Recreation Area in Pickens County, with use of 
$28,732 in Recreation Land Trust Fund monies. 

DRAYTON HALL PROPERTY ACQUIRED FOR 
STATE PARK — In a unique partnership 
with the National Trust for Historic Preser
vation and the Historic Charleston Founda
tion, PRT acquired a 450-acre tract of the 
historic Drayton Hall property at a special 
ceremony on August 5 at the Russell House, 
headquarters of the Charleston Foundation. 
Each of the three sponsoring agencies re
ceived special awards from the U.S. Bureau 
of Outdoor Recreation. Displaying one of the 
awards (from left) are State Senator T. 
Dewey Wise, PRT Commissioners C. B. As-
kins, and Joe Fraser, State Representative 
Paul Gelegotis and BOR Southeast Regional 
Director Robert M. Baker. Also participating 
in the ceremony were other elected and pub
lic officials of Charleston County; officers 
of the National Trust, Historic Charleston 
Foundation, PRT and the Department of 
Archives and History; representatives from 
the Charleston County Bicentennial Commis
sion, the PRT Commission, the Chamber of 
Commerce and other groups. "Achievement 
76" awards were presented from the S. C. 
American Revolution Bicentennial Commis
sion for the Drayton Hall project. The 
National Trust will retain, restore and oper
ate the Drayton Hall mansion and 135 acres 
and PRT will utilize the newly-acquired ad
jacent land as a State Park. The property 
will be managed under a special cooperative 
agreement between the Trust, Historic 
Charleston Foundation and the State, repre
sented by PRT and the Archives Department. 
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MUSGROVE'S MILL — ANOTHER BICENTEN
NIAL STATE PARK ACQUISITION — Several 
members of the General Assembly and 
other public officials and representatives 
from the Department of Parks, Recreation 
and Tourism were on hand June 23 to ac
quire land for the new Musgrove's Mill State 
Park in Laurens, Spartanburg and Union 
Counties. (From left) are State Representa
tives J. C. Duncan (Spartanburg), Eugene C. 
Stoddard (Laurens), Hudson Lee Barksdale 
(Spartanburg) and Sam P. Manning (Spar
tanburg); and Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Tucker 
of Alabama, who presented the deed for the 
55-acre tract acquired by PRT for the new 
state park. The Thornwell Home for Children 
conveyed the deed for a 300-acre site to PRT 
in the remainder of the land acquisition 
transactions. The new State Park was of
ficially dedicated as a Bicentennial "Achieve
ment 76" project on September 6 at a spe
cial ceremony held on the site. 

A NEW STATE PARK AT MUSGROVE'S 
MILL — Landowners and State officials dis
cuss plans for the new Musgrove's Mill 
State Park following land acquisition tran
sactions on the 355-acre site. (From left) are 
State Representative Sam Manning, PRT State 
Parks Director Ray Sisk, Thomas Tucker of 
Alabama, President Robert Blumer of the 
Thornwell Home for Children, State Rep
resentative J. C. Duncan and PRT Executive 
Director Fred Brinkman. 
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LONG BLUFF SITE ACQUIRED BY PRT FOR STATE PARK — This 
260-acre tract on the Great Pee Dee River near Society Hill was ac
quired for a state park in a special ceremony held on July 17 at the 
Long Bluff site. From left are PRT Commissioner C. B. Askins, (who 
has just accepted the property deed from Canal Industries officials) 
E. Craig Wall, Jr. of Conway and Harry Gibbons of Dillon. The Long 
Bluff Historical and Recreation Commission and members of the dele
gations and county governmental bodies of Darlington, Florence, 
Chesterfield and Marlboro Counties joined forces with PRT in a co
operative effort to acquire the historic property as a state park 
site. 

LONG BLUFF DEDICATED AS BICENTENNIAL "ACHIEVEMENT 76" 
PROJECT — The July 17 ceremony to acquire Long Bluff as a state 
park featured the presentation of "Achievement 76" awards from 
the S. C. American Revolution Bicentennial Commission to Darling
ton, Chesterfield, Florence and Marlboro Counties; the Long Bluff 
Historical and Recreation Commission; and the State Departments 
of PRT and Archives and History. Participants in the ceremony in
cluded State Senator Edward E. Saleeby, State Representatives Gart 
E. Byrd, Jr., A. Lee Chandler and John I. Rogers III; Chairman B. 
Frank Williamson and other representatives of the Long Bluff Com
mission; Mayor Griggs of Society Hill and other public officials of 
the four counties; PRT Commissioner C. B. Askins and staff mem
bers of PRT and the Bicentennial Commissions. 

HANGING ROCK ACQUIRED AS STATE PARK — The S. C. Depart
ment of Parks, Recreation and Tourism acquired 250 acres of land 
for a new state park site at Hanging Rock in a special ceremony at 
the site on August 6. Looking on at the left are State Senator Frank 
L. Roddey (Lancaster) and PRT Executive Director Fred Brinkman as 
PRT Commissioner H. W. Close presents a check and reviews the 
deed from the landowners, Mayor and Mrs. Kenneth Bridges of Heath 
Springs. State Representative Tom G. Mangum of Lancaster, who 
presided at the ceremony, looks on at the right. Also present were 
Representative Caldwell T. Hinson, PRT staff members and public 
officials representing historical, conservation, Bicentennial and 
other civic groups from Lancaster and Kershaw Counties. The Hang
ing Rock acquisition was officially designated as a Bicentennial 
"Achievement 76" project and several awards were presented from 
the S. C. American Revolution Bicentennial Commission. 
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The CERT Program . . . 

NEW MANPOWER SOURCE 
Any agency or organization with an interest in 

maintaining the highest quality of service must be 
concerned with matching people with employment 
vacancies as they occur. The selection process 
narrows down the list of qualified applicants until 
the person with the best qualifications is offered 
the job. There are times when the number of 
qualified applicants is small, but it is generally 
most desirable to have as many applicants as pos
sible to consider. 

Our state parks, as places for the use and 
enjoyment of the public, are visited year-round 
by persons of all ages, sexes and nationalities. We 
are equally concerned that our park employees 
dealing daily with park visitors include represen
tatives of these groups. Our past experience with 
minority employees has been most pleasant and 
satisfactory, and we are pleased to announce a 
new program that will provide meaningful train
ing and job opportunities for 18 black applicants at 
12 state parks. 

The CERT program . . . Concentrated Employ
ment Ranger Training Program . . . became a reali
ty recently when Governor Edwards approved an 
application for federal funds to be allocated to the 
participating counties. PRT will have the overall 
selection and training responsibility for the pro
gram, while local Employment Security Commis
sion offices will screen and provide applicants 
for our consideration. 

Training will include classroom instruction at 
our Service and Supply Center, on-site park in
struction by park personnel and 9-10 months of 
on-the-job training at a state park. Technical Edu
cation Centers may be used for some classroom 
instruction if they are located near the park. 

In addition to reducing unemployment, this 
CERT program will be providing needed labor 
that cannot be secured with state funds because 
of present budget limitations. CERT represents 
one of the approaches the Department of Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism is taking in an effort to 
provide more jobs as well as opportunities of 
higher responsibility for black employees. 

K. O. KOLB 
Assistant State Park Director 
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Rate Reductions 
For Elderly 

Now Granted To 
Blind, Disabled 

Age is rro barrier as this spry "young" gal tried h©r hand at climb
ing a rope ladder on one of the pieces of playground equipment at 
Santee State Park. 

A state law which provides a one-half price dis
count to Senior Citizens for the use of certain 
facilities at South Carolina State Parks has been 
expanded to include those persons who are dis
abled and legally blind. 

The initial legislation was passed in 1973 and 
provided the reduced rate for South Carolina re
sidents 65 years of age and older. 

During this past legislative session the General 
Assembly saw fit to include those South Carolina 
residents who are disabled or legally blind. 

According to the amended law, "a person who 
is disabled or legally blind shall present to such 
person in charge of the park a certificate to that 
effect from a licensed doctor of medicine or an 
official of an agency authorized by law to make 
determination of disability or blindness." 

The law also defines "disabled" as "the inabi
lity to perform substantial gainful employment 
by reason of a medically-determined impairment, 
either physical or mental which has lasted or is 
expected to last for a continuous period of twelve 
months or more." 

The South Carolina Department of Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism in cooperation with the 
Council on Aging, provides a "Golden Age Card" 
for South Carolina residents 65 years of age and 
older. The card may be obtained at any South 
Carolina State Park as well as local county agent 
offices, senior citizen centers, local recreation 
agencies and agencies on aging. 

The South Carolina law provides for discounts 
on: swimming, carpet golf, rental bicycles, picnic 
shelters, camping, fishing boat rentals, pedal boat 
rentals, salt water fishing pier and community 
buildings. 

Items and services not included in the discount 
rate are: cabins, merchandise sales, fishing tackle 
and bait, group camps, food sales and leased 
facilities such as kennels and stables. 
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First session in October 

TRAINING CENTER 
OPENS AT SESQUI 

On October 6th of this year a new era will be 
launched in the South Carolina state parks system 
with the first basic Maintenance Training Course 
to be held in our new Training Center at Sesqui-
centennial State Park in Columbia. 

The center has a rather unusual history for a 
building at a state park. It was first built to pro
vide dressing rooms and storage rooms for the 
Palmetto Outdoor Drama Theater which, for three 
seasons, was the home of "The Liberty Tree." 
Since 1970 the building has seldom been used for 
other than storage purposes for our Service and 
Supply Center. During the spring and early sum
mer of this year, the facilities were completely re
novated and modernized and converted into a 
training center for "in-service" training courses 
for PRT personnel. Included in the facilities are 
a classroom equipped with visual aids, tables and 
chairs; a small lounge area with a complete 
kitchen; a practical workroom to provide space 
for trainees to get their hands dirty working on 
actual plumbing, electrical, and carpentry projects. 
Also included in the facility are sleeping accom
modations for up to 12 people. Most of the work 
in converting the training center was done by 
Leonard Jones and the very capable crew at the 
Service and Supply Center. I am sure you will 
agree that these people have done a magnificent 
job after you have seen this facility. 

Kennedy tries out the new blackboard located in the spacious class
room. 

Sesqui Supt. Jim Meadors and Chief of Maintenance Andrew Ken
nedy examine some of the tools and equipment that will be used 
in the workroom. 

Courses already scheduled are six three-day 
sessions of basic maintenance training to include 
fundamentals of electrical, plumbing, carpentry, 
and maintenance of vehicles, including tractor 
and lawn mowers, as well as basic maintenance 
record keeping. It is hoped that all personnel be
low the grade of superintendent will be able to 
attend these courses during the first year. In ad
dition to maintenance courses, various other 
schools are scheduled to be held, including first 
aid training sessions, basic public relations for 
park personnel, a continuation of the wastewater 
treatment plant operators school, training courses 
for seasonal naturalists and recreators, and an 
orientation session for interns and other student 
groups. Future plans include the scheduling of 
more advanced and specialized maintenance train
ing courses for personnel that show a particular 
aptitude. The training center at Keowee-Toxaway 
will also be used to offer programs in the Pied
mont area. 

The basic maintenance course to start this 
fall has been organized by Chief of Maintenance 
Andrew S. Kennedy and his assistant, Earnie Hall, 
who will be the principal instructors for the 
courses. Lloyd King, Ralph Schumpert and Junior 
Campbell will be helping with the practical ses
sions in the work shop. 

The Training Center, long a dream of Parks 
Director Ray Sisk, will be a big asset to the 
people who use our parks by having better trained 
and qualified personnel operating them. 
PEARCE THOMSON 
Engineering and Planning Coordinator 
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District I 

As predicted this has been the busiest season 
ever for District # 1 with revenues and attendance 
well above last year. This in spite of added facili
ties and no additional summer personnel — one 
example of this being Hunting Island, with the 
campsites doubled and construction of a check 
station — no funds were available for additional 
personnel to man the check station or take care 
of the additional facilities required of these extra 
campers. 

I want to take this opportunity to thank all 
personnel of District #1 who have taken their 
work to heart and put in the extra number of 
hours necessary to get the job done that is ex
pected of us. Our Parks Director and Assistant 
Director are aware of most of the extra hours put 
in and your many problems. Someone who is not 
closely associated with parks in the field or who 
has not been there cannot conceive of the many 
problems connected with our busiest parks, par
ticularly in the resort areas. Many thanks to all 
of you who are doing a good job. 

Considering the revenue collected in our park 
system against budget appropriations from the 
Legislature, I feel that our parks are the greatest 
asset that our state has. 

I am in full agreement with cutting down on 
State expenditures wherever possible but feel 
that the services provided by us are not recog
nized in many places that have control over our 
budget. 

NORMAN COOLER 
District I Superintendent 
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CHARLES TOWNE LANDING, E. Pat Joyce, Public 
Relations Director — If the month of July was any indica
tion, the remainder of 1975 and the rest of the fiscal year 
will be a dandy for Charles Towne Landing! 

Even such a potentially deadly subject as farming and 
crops — deadly, that is, to the "sophisticated" tourist — 
proved a winner as the Landing's Agricultural Experimen
tation Festival on July 25-26-27 attracted large crowds 
during its three-day run in the Experimental Crop Garden. 

The Festival was the result of joint efforts on the part 
of the Landing and the Clemson University Extension 
Service. It dealt with South Carolina agriculture — past, 
present and future — and included highly-interesting 
demonstrations dealing with rice, indigo and cotton. 

Extension specialists from Clemson, as well as CTL per
sonnel, were on hand throughout the weekend to discuss 
various matters and answer questions. The specialists 
were assisted by a contingent of area 4-H Club members. 

The second-largest official attendance in the Landing's 
5%-year history flocked in to celebrate July 4th — 12,893 
visitors. There were indications that "a few who got away" 
uncounted may actually have swelled the Independence 
Day crowd to over 13,000. Only the July 4, 1973 attendance 
of slightly over 13,100 was bigger. 

Highlights of the day were many — and were capped 
off by the annual fireworks extravaganza at 9 p.m. Prior 
to the fireworks, concerts were presented by the nation
ally-known Calvin English Handbell Ringers from Red 
Bank, N. J., and "Lowcountry," the country and western 
band of Navy Band-Charleston, formerly known as the 
Sixth Naval District Band. 

A conservative estimate placed the attendance for those 
concerts and the fireworks show at approximately 6,000. 
The Landing was also made aware of several traffic tie-ups 
in the area of Charleston west of the city — including 
the downtown Ashley River Bridge — caused by motorists 
pulling off to the side of the highways to view the fire
works. 

The July 4th program, starting at 10 a.m., was aimed at 
children more than ever before — and that was the probable 
reason for the success of the day. Featured was the "Bugs 
Bunny Show," a professional troup from New York sanc
tioned by Warner Brothers Productions and featuring per
formers dressed in the actual costumes of the Bugs Bunny, 
Porky Pig, Wile E. Coyote and Yosemite Sam characters. 
Their voices were played through a remote controlled tape 
player handled by a master of ceremonies. 

The show played to three audiences on the 4th, and 
was held over to perform again on the 5th. 

"Walk-Ins," giant inflated costumes worn by Landing 
employees for the two days, also delighted the young and 
old. The costumes, a scaled-down version of the out-sized 
balloons used in Macy parades, were artistic versions of 
such notables as Johnny Appleseed, Paul Bunyan, a British 
Redcoat, Mr. Peanut and others. There were 11 in all, and 
the Landing learned during the use of the costumes that 
it was something of a "pilot program," in that the Michigan 
manufacturer of the inflatables was using the July 4th 
program as a "proving ground" to check the appeal of the 
characters. 

LOOKING AHEAD — By the time this issue of "Park-
Lites" is in your hands, Labor Day will have passed and, 
with it, the annual Landing observance of that day. Fea
tured this year were entertainment and the ever-popular 
evening fireworks display. 

The Landing's second annual Oktoberfest will be held 
Oct. 24-25-26, with the expanded three-day run replacing 
last year's one-day stand. 

The second annual Bicentennal Run, held in coopera
tion with The Citadel and the Governor's Physical Fitness 
Committee, will take place on October 25. 

The Winter Crafts Fair will be held in the Landing's 
Geodesic Dome the weekend of Dec. 5-6-7. 

And . . . kicking off the Bicentennial, the Landing on 
Sept. 5-6 begins a bi-weekly series of feature film show
ings in conjunction with the American Issues Forum. The 
topic of each film will tie-in closely with the subject for 
the week in the series of readings and discussions that will 
will be held around the country. 

The Charleston County Library system is tying-in with 
CTL in the project — coordinating a series of books by 
titles from the American Issues Forum list and maintain
ing an on-going display at its branches. The Libraries will 
publicize the Landing's films, and vice-versa. 

Jim Stockman, Superintendent of Colleton State Park, retired Au
gust 19 after 3l/2 years with the South Carolina state park system. 
Jim joined PRT following 28 years' service with the Navy. He and 
his wife Lois have moved to Edenton, North Carolina where he 
plans to hunt, fish and play golf. In addition, the Stockmans are 
planning to put their motor home on the road for some sightseeing 
trips, with possibility of a jaunt down to Mexico in December. 
Other trips on their agenda include Alaska, Canada and Nova 
Scotia. 

COLLETON STATE PARK, James W. Stockman, 
Superintendent — Colleton has been discovered by the 
local population. More and more of them are using it for 
week-ends of fishing and canoeing. Boy Scout and church 
groups have been having over-night campouts and there 
are the usual family reunions. The Baseball Oldtimers, um
pires, managers, players, etc. held their annual meeting and 
picnic on May 21, 1975. 

On August 20th I am retiring to North Carolina to 
hunt, fish and just plain enjoy life. I want to thank every
one from the head office down for their help and coopera
tion during my tenure as superintendent at Colleton. It has 
been a pleasure to know and work with all of you. 

Mrs. Stockman and I wish happiness and health to you 
all. 
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EDISTO BEACH STATE PARK, Bill Bullard, Superin
tendent — There were changes galore at Edisto Beach dur
ing the last week in June and first week in July. Mr. A1 
Norris started on 23 of June, I arrived on 25 of June and 
Mr. Wayne Purvis moved in on 1 July. 

Bang! the week of the fourth hit us and we had nine 
straight nights of a full campground and the overflow 
area literally overflowing. We had to close our gates at 
10 a.m. and we were going around in circles. Thanks to Old 
Timer Rick Tornell (9 months), we made it and things are 
slowly looking up. 

We are very fortunate this summer in having Mr. and 
Mrs. Walter Ludwig from the summer student missionary 
program taking care of our recreation. They are really 
dedicated and are aware of the ever increasing need for 
recreation here. Hopefully, next summer we will have the 
facilities for this. 

Forty-five members of the Columbia RA's (a Baptist 
boys' group) came down by boat from Santee State Park 
and camped in our primitive area on 18-19 July. Every
one appeared to have a good time, even with the insect 
problems and rain. 

The Young Believers, a youth group from Kershaw en
tertained park visitors on 2-3 August 1975. Their singing of 
hymns and the enthusiasm they sang with excited the 
audience. They are a credit to what we call the younger 
generation. 

Now that the rain has stopped, the crowds are becom
ing larger and it looks like it will be a busy period from now 
until Labor Day. Hope everyone has had a safe and busy 
summer. 

GIVHANS FERRY STATE PARK, John B. Holloway, 
Superintendent — Sun and summer have really brought 
picnickers, campers, and sunbathers to Givhans Ferry. The 
summer thus far has been really good, with attendance 
above average. We have had several church groups and 
camping clubs camping with us. The fourth of July found 
us with a well-filled park—"wall-to-wall people." We had 
a good day and everything went along smoothly without any 
trying incident. We have had the retarded children of Dor
chester county visiting the park during the month of July. 
It seems to make everything worth while to see those chil
dren enjoy the facilities of the park. Later in the month the 
rains came and overflowed the river which has curtailed 
our swimming. The general flow of people is still with us 
but the attendance is down somewhat. 

We had some very interesting visitors recently, Mrs. 
Lloyd E. Rackley and family from Houston, Texas. Mrs. 
Rackley is a direct descendant of Philip Givhans, for whom 
the community, the state park, and the former ferry is 
named. She has authentic information about the Givhan 
people and community and this seemed to be a-once-in-a-
life-time opportunity to upgrade the history of this park. 
Miss Nancy Hook was contacted to talk with Mrs. Rackley. 
Nancy should have some very interesting history about this 
old historic park and we look forward to seeing and hear
ing more about this from her at some future date. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish each of 
you a continued safe and happy summer. 

HAMPTON PLANTATION STATE PARK, Bud Klein, 
Superintendent — We are still having some visitors here 
at Hampton, however, the largest amount of visitors have 
been in the bug families — the deer flies came in droves 
earlier this year than usual and are still with us and the 
mosquitoes are enormous. I have managed however to 
utilize the facilities of the Charleston County Mosquito 
Abatement Center several times. They have been most 
cooperative but are having a difficult time. Several planta
tions in the area have been building new rice fields and 
have had to flood them at the wrong time, thus producing 
new bumper crops of mosquitoes. Even with this problem 
Will Alston and I have cleared most of the roadsides so that 
vehicle traffic can enter and exit with no difficulty. 

We have also removed all of the old plaster and 
laths completely from inside the mansion, all three 
floors, and used the plaster in filling in potholes in the 
roadways. The building is now ready to begin restoration 
when funds become available. 

All of us here are now looking forward to cool weather 
and fewer snakes so we may again get into the gardens 
and complete the pruning, clearing and fertilization we 
began last spring. We wish all of you operating parks the 
best of summer seasons. 

HUNTING ISLAND STATE PARK, Tillman Erwin, 
Superintendent — With the summer over half gone we 
have seen record crowds here at Hunting Island. Attend
ance is about 200,000 over last year. Our largest crowd this 
year was Memorial weekend with 15,148 visitors on Sun
day. 

The lighthouse celebration on June 28 was attended by 
about 2,000 people and many dignitaries. It was a great 
success, and we have had many comments on the light 
that burns every night. People from Edisto Beach have 
come over to see where the light that burns at night is 
located. 

The water line was completed to the south end of the 
island, and the beach renourishment was a great success. 
People say this is the prettiest beach on the Atlantic coast. 

Campers are happy now to know they have a fifty-fifty 
chance of getting a a campsite. With the 200 units that we 
now have, campers run anywhere from 75 to 125 during 
the week and approximately 175 on the weekend. 

The recreation and nature programs have been great, 
and the campers and cabin users have really enjoyed them. 
The mission couple has had good attendance also. The 
people have been very complimentary about these young 
people and their entertainment. There has been a full house 
almost every Sunday for the Worship service. 

The cabins are getting more popular now and we are 
booked up through the second week in October. The main
tenance crew is going to renovate the rest of the cabins 
this fall. 

A few changes have been made in park personnel here 
as of this writing. We would like to welcome P.M.A. Frank 
Couch, Ranger Steve Edison and his wife, Terri, and 
Jim Sain and his wife, Pam, to Hunting Island. I would 
like to thank these men and Glenn Farr, Assistant Superin
tendent and Rangers Arthur Brown, Mike Hughes for their 
untiring help this summer. The A-2 personnel have done a 
good job for us this summer also. Thanks also to Mr. 
Cooler and the Columbia Staff for their help in many ways. 
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HUNTINGTON BEACH STATE PARK, Van Stickles, 
Superintendent — With summer almost over I'm pleased 
to say it's been a very smooth and safe season. We had to 
rescue an alligator at the North Point who had had a little 
too much sun. It is very unusual to find 'gators on the 
beach so far from fresh water. Periodically they do go to 
the surf to wash moss from their backs and this one got 
a little overheated. We took him to Brookgreen Gardens 
where they could keep a closer watch on him for recupera
tion. He is now doing fine. 

We had very unusual summer visitors whom all of 
the campers enjoyed, Mr. and Mrs. Lopez. Mr. Lopez is 
by profession, an organ grinder and was working near the 
park this summer. The Lopezes had six little monkeys that 
they tied out every afternoon and they were quite show
men. We all enjoyed (employees as well as campers) watch
ing Sonny (the monkey) wash up after a hard day's work. 
Mr. Lopez has even been on the television show "What's 
My Line?" 

I guess one of the most rewarding and surprising events 
that has occurred so far this summer concerned a woman 
and her dog. The McFadden family, who live just outside 
the park lost a small Lab puppy. They called here inquiring 
about the puppy as he is a frequent park visitor, but the 
puppy had not been seen. After a few days they really grew 
concerned and asked if they could have the names and 
addresses of all the campers who were here for those days. 
(This was the end of June and our park was full). This was 
quite a chore, but Mrs. McFadden and one of our A-2 
workers tackled the job of copying addresses. About one 
week later Mrs. McFadden called to report that through 
the letters the puppy was located and returned safely 
home. 

We are having an exceptional summer as far as our 
recreational programs are concerned. Not only are recre
ation programs drawing a crowd of campers, they are also 
drawing a large number of "off the park" people. This 
is a compliment to our Recreator and Naturalist, and a 
deserved one. 

The week of the Fourth was, of course, a busy one and 
revenue for that week was the highest in park history. In 
fact we've had three weeks this year that greatly exceed 
any week of previous years (and this was before the rate 
increase). So, I'd say that so far, this summer has been 
pretty nice. We'll keep our fingers crossed that the re
mainder will be just as good. 

MYRTLE BEACH STATE PARK, Robert Turner, 
Superintendent — We are still having full crowds each 
night in our campground. The day-use is still heavy. Even 
with almost two full weeks of rain the attendance was 
still good. 

Our new sewer system in the campground has been 
completed. Also the two new comfort stations we badly 
needed are completed. 

Flounder fishing has been good on the pier. It won't be 
long before the fishing really gets good. There have al
ready been some good catches of spots and croaker. Mac 
Copeland and Billy Duncan, two of our Rangers, have 
caught a king mackerel and sheepshead. Mac plans to 
have his king mounted and put in his living room along 
with a Spanish mackerel he caught last year. 

We would like to congratulate Richard Garrison on his 
promotion to Pier Manager. We hated to lose him as As-

Pool at Myrtle Beach State Park 

sistant Superintendent, but he will be replaced by David 
Lewis who I am sure will do just as good a job. We would 
also like to welcome Jerry Smith and his wife Doris and 
daughter who moved here from Lee State Park. Jerry 
moved here during the week of the 4th of July. What a 
way to get broken in! 

It won't be long before Labor Day and the beginning 
of our winter work. There will be a lot of cleaning up and 
painting to be done. 

Many thanks to a good crew for all the long hours and 
hard work that has made this a very successful season. 

OLD DORCHESTER STATE PARK, Michael H. Reese, 
Ranger — Cliff Brady has been assigned to Old Dorchester 
as the new superintendent. A warm welcome to Cliff, his 
wife, Linda, and two boys, Chuck and Andy. 

Things are in full summer swing here at the Old Fort. 
Our attendance is up from last summer. We are seeing 
an increase of groups holding their outings in the park. 
As usual baseball practice is an ever continuing activity in 
the evenings here. There are many church groups which 
seem to find our quiet atmosphere attractive. The Coastal 
Center in the Summerville area has been bringing groups 
of handicapped individuals for regular visits. 

Mowing grass is always our big job. The ranger's re
sidence is completed. A fine job remodeling the house was 
done by Ralph and Don Schumpert. 

RIVERS BRIDGE STATE PARK, Jerry Price, Superin
tendent — Well, our summer season is over, and I would 
like to thank our park personnel for the outstanding job 
they've done. Our lifeguards have really been alert in keep
ing the pool area safe. The swimming lessons had a great 
turnout. Most of the persons passed. 

We have two timber rattlers to our credit here at the 
park. One was 4 feet 6 ]/2 inches with 15 rattlers and a but
ton. The other one we have is 4 feet with 12 rattlers. 

Our congratulations to Ranger Pete and Debbie Davis 
on having added another member to the park family. The 
new addition arrived July 12, 1975. His name is Jess Peter 
Davis. 

The Highway Department has repaved the road beside 
the park and installed a wider bridge. Persons coming to 
the park now have a smoother ride. It is a great help to us. 

Thanks to everyone for giving us the help we needed 
in order to keep the park operating smoothly. God bless 
everyone. 

Page 14 PARK LUES 



Chester Superintendent Ted Williams gives 
a friendly pat to one of the horses entered 
in the Chester County 4-H Club Horse 
Show. The event, held at the park's show 
ring August 24 attracted hundreds from the 
area. Numerous shows are held at Chester 
during the year. 

Historic Researcher Ray Sigmon was heard 
to comment just before he sat down for a 
well-deserved rest . . ." "there's a whale 
of a lot of things y'all didn't tell me about 
this job when I hired on here!" The photo
graph was taken at Hampton Plantation as 
the History Section personnel begin restora
tion of the historic c. 1735 structure. 

Square dance clubs always like to go to 
Barnwell State Park, and one reason is that 
Superintendent "Bea" Ross is such a big 
fan herself. Some 350 persons turned out 
on the evening of August 29 at the parks' 
Solomon Blatt Recreation Center for the 
CSRA Federation dance. 
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District II 

AIKEN — Many projects have been completed 
at Aiken. Superintendent West and Ranger Ina-
binet have been busy keeping the grass mowed 
and restrooms clean. 

The Park Crew built a reservoir for the camp
ground water supply to filter out some of the 
sand. 

BARNWELL — Superintendent "Bea" Ross 
and crew have been doing some much needed 
painting. The Army National Guard is also help
ing in the campground to fill in washes and bridge 
work on the nature trail. 

CHERAW — So far this summer the park 
crew has helped with the building of a carpet 
golf and multi-purpose court. This along with 
the many everyday repairs that plague Cheraw 
has kept the crew busy. 

N. R. GOODALE — Superintendent Fowler 
and crew cannot do very much towards large 
projects due to the amount of grass they have to 
cut. The park crew is still doing a good job with 
keeping the park looking good. 

LEE — The recent rains have kept Van and 
Jimmy busy mowing grass. This along with daily 
clean-up and repairs leaves very little time to 
start on other projects. 

LITTLE PEE DEE — Superintendent Becht and 
Ranger Caulder have been doing some much 
needed repairs and underbrushing. This along with 
the many campers that frequent Little Pee Dee, 
has kept them very busy. 

LYNCHES RIVER — The park crew has done 
much towards clearing the area for a boat launch. 
Two nature trails have been completed including 

some benches for the visitors in not so good 
physical condition. Contractors have completed 
the meeting facility and concession building. 
Many long hours of hard work still lay ahead for 
Superintendent Nesbitt and Ranger Rogers. 

POINSETT — Superintendent Taylor and his 
staff have been erecting two storage buildings. 
These were once two old restrooms that were no 
longer needed. No major repairs have been made 
this summer due to the summer workload. 

REDCLIFFE — Finally — Ranger Cobb and his 
new bride got moved into the new mobile home 
placed on the plantation grounds. Ralph and Don 
Shumpert spent many hours (along with Gene's 
help) installing waterlines and power hook-ups for 
the trailer. 

Gene spends many happy hours with his trac
tor mowing the grass on the plantation grounds. 
This accounts for his summer work program. 

SANTEE — Superintendent Duncan and crew 
have had another busy summer but have com
pleted many projects. The erection of some new 
playground equipment and helping with the com
pletion of three tennis courts have kept them 
busy. 

T. M. Shuler and L. M. Kemmerlin have spent 
several weeks at Santee working on tennis court 
lighting and rondette maintenance. 

WOODS BAY — Superintendent Hargrove 
stays busy working on his canoe and nature trail. 
He has also filled in a large drainage ditch located 
behind his trailer. 
HORACE CRAIG 
District II Superintendent 
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AIKEN STATE PARK, Marshall West, Superintendent — 
Spring has sprung, fall is fell, summer is here and it's hot 
and busy. If things continue to proceed at the present rate 
this will be the biggest year ever at Aiken. 

We are experiencing large crowds during the week days 
and even larger crowds on the weekends. Generally after 
the 4th of July the crowds begin to drop off but so far this 
hasn't been true. 

The Aiken County Mentally Retarded Association held 
their Happy Days Camp at the park. The camp lasted six 
weeks with approximately 150 boys and girls in attendance. 
They enjoyed such activities as arts and crafts, softball, 
swimming, pedal boats, volleyball and painting. 

Swimming classes are still being conducted at the park. 
So far we have had approximately 300 boys and girls to 
participate. Each year we have more people to enroll and 
each year we have to extend the program. This year the 
program lasted eight weeks and next year maybe it will last 
twelve weeks. Also in our swimming program we have held 
two sessions of Senior Lifesaving. 

Our nature trails really got a big boost this summer 
when the local newspaper sent a photographer and writer 
out to the park to do a story on the trails. Since this article 
was written I have had more requests for trail brochures 
than ever before. 

Even though summer is only half over at this writing 
we are very busy in getting our projects in for the winter 
months. If all goes according to plan we will have several 
major improvements that will greatly benefit the public 
as ourselves. 

Hope all of you had a safe and productive summer and 
will see you in the fall. 

BARNWELL STATE PARK, Bea Ross, Superintendent — 
Even with all the rain we have had a very busy season. 
It's like old home week when the families of the watermelon 
buyers all come in July for a month's stay in the cabins. 
They have been coming for four years and seem to be like 
part of the family. 

We have had numerous weddings in the recreation 
building, but never one by a Ranger's son. Daryl Zissette, 
Carroll and Harriet Zissette's son and Rosie Carroll were 
married Saturday August 9, in the Recreation building. 
Daryl is a Supervisor at Woolen Mill in Barnwell and has 
been living in Barnwell State Park since 1968. 

On August 14th, 370 men gathered at the Recreation 
building to enjoy a dinner consisting of catfish stew, fried 
fish, cole slaw and hush puppies. The dinner was in honor 
of Judge Solomon Blatt, welcoming him home to his case 
work in Barnwell County. 

Services are held in the park every Sunday morning at 
nine o'clock, by Mr. Homer Miller. On August 17, a group 
of special singers came and sang for us. 

Blackville Manufacturing Plant of Blackville, had their 
annual gathering at the recreation building, August 2. 
Twelve hundred attended. A dance contest, greased pole 
climbing, and other contests were held. Also train rides 
were enjoyed by all. 

CHERAW STATE PARK, Thomas Felder, Ranger — 
The summer here at Cheraw started off hot and fast, 

but the late summer showers have slowed things down 
some. 

This year's revenue has jumped sharply due to the in
creased rates, but they have not hurt the number of swim
mers that are using our beach. We have received very 
few complaints about the rate increase. 

The opening of our carpet golf course has brought a 
sort of new life to the park and local area. The course is 
making a great showing with over 2,000 people using it 
through the 27th of July. 

The new ballfield is beginning to receive some use from 
softball and softball games. This area has helped with the 
control of the crowds around our swimming area. 

Our group camps have been real busy and fun filled 
places all summer long. Only a few water and sewer prob
lems have confronted us this summer. 

Our remodeled cabins are also receiving some good 
use this year. We are hoping to start on some needed re
pairs as soon after Labor Day as we can. 

N. R. GOODALE STATE PARK, Robert Fowler, 'Super
intendent — This summer has really flown by quickly. My 
wife and I feel as though we only arrived a few weeks ago. 
Our summer has been completely filled. The crowds have 
really been good except for the two weeks following July 
4th when it rained constantly. Several groups have used 
our facilities including the Congaree Girl Scout Council 
which held a Girl Scout Day Camp for one week and the 
Camden Recreation Department which held a playground 
field day with participation of more than 300 children. Our 
lifeguards really had their hands full on several occasions, 
but they always managed to keep full control and did a 
fine job. 

Now, that summer is coming to an end, I would like to 
thank my Rangers and my summer personnel who did an 
outstanding job and made my first summer as Superin
tendent go smoothly and so pleasantly. Last I would like 
to thank the Columbia personnel and the Service and 
Supply Center. These people, especially Horace Craig, An
drew Kennedy, Leonard Jones, and Frances McElveen were 
just great. They never seemed to get upset no matter what 
was wrong, or what time, or the number of times I called. 

Santee State Park 
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LEE STATE PARK, Van Pressley, Superintendent — 
Camping is on the up-swing again here at Lee. We do have 
some campers coming off of 1-20 to picnic and freshen up 
and then go back to the road. I counted four in one after
noon. 

We had square dance clubs from Columbia, Sumter, 
Hartsville, and Florence camping with us one weekend 
and a large dance was held in the community building. A 
good time was held by all including the Superintendent's 
and Ranger's families. 

The grass is growing and the lawn mowers are 
attempting to keep it down but with all the rain and more 
grass to cut (ball field) it keeps us on the go. Ranger 
Jerry Smith has moved to Myrtle Beach and James Creech 
from Barnwell has moved in to replace him. Welcome to 
Lee, Jim. He is doing a fine job and does not mind work
ing late or on his day off if something goes wrong. 

The play field is looking good but hasn't had too much 
use. Could be because of so much rain and the lateness 
of the season. I'm sure it will be used more next season. 

We have had so much rain that the fishing has been 
way off. People can't get to the river because the water 
has been across the road most of the summer. It is still 
closed. 

LITTLE PEE DEE STATE PARK, Kurt Becht, Superin
tendent — My arrival at Little Pee Dee near the end of 
May left little time to prepare for June 1. There were a 
few hectic moments, but after straightening out a few mi
nor problems, things started to move along smoothly. 

We've seen some good weekend crowds, although use 
during the week seems to be a little slower than it could 
be. I've been impressed with the number of campers we've 
had as it does take some determination to find Little Pee 
Dee. 

After spending some time on a park without overnight 
facilities, I find I have gotten out of touch with campers. 
It has been a pleasant surprise to hear their comments on 
Little Pee Dee and South Carolina State Parks in general. 
Most are extremely complimentary about the facilities and 
cleanliness of our parks. Comments such as these make 
the long hours and hard work seem a little easier to bear 
and a lot more worthwhile. 

LYNCHES RIVER STATE PARK, Ed Nesbit, Superin
tendent — Even though we all probably had our doubts at 
times, we have made it through another summer without 
any noticeable adverse effects. Being on a park under de
velopment is sort of like having a twelve month winter 
work program in addition to the expected summer routine. 
This creates its own unique problems. However our job 
is made much lighter by the people of this area who cer
tainly appreciate their park and really help take care of 
the ground and facilities. 

Our new community center has begun to attract visi
tors this summer. The "Prom-A-Nadors" of Florence 
hosted a square dance with over 180 dancers from Colum
bia, Conway, and Sumter. The Society for the Preservation 
and Enjoyment of Barber Shop Quartet Singers in Ameri
ca had a regional contest in the center for quartets in 
southeastern North and South Carolina. Both groups were 
well pleased with the acoustics in the dome and promised 
to return. We're certain that more and more groups will 
utilize this fine facility as the park usage increases. 

During the period of July 12-20 our area, including the 
surrounding tobacco fields was under approximately three 
feet of water due to the rising of the Lynches River. Of the 
three roads into the park two were completely impassable 
and the remaining road had over two feet of water cover
ing it in sections. The high water washed out a 180-foot 
section of our newly constructed park entrance road. This 
road is now under repair and should be reopened in the 
near future. 

Our "cute" little concession stand was completed and 
opened the latter part of July. We are very pleased with 
the business it has done and I want to thank the Columbia 
office for allowing us to open it although summer was 
almost over before construction was finished. 

The site for the boat ramp has been marked off and 
construction will start whenever the river returns to with
in its banks. 

We hope everyone had a rememberable summer and 
come watch us grow. 

POINSETT STATE PARK, James Taylor, Superinten
dent — The summer season is really flying by this year. 
This is one of the biggest and best summers that Poinsett 
has had. More and more people are enjoying good inexpen
sive fun. 

It has rained the biggest portion of July. We have had 
some slow days, but we always manage to make up for 
those rainy days. 

I would like to thank all of my rangers for a job well 
done this summer. It's awfully hard to work those long 
hours and keep going six days a week. But hopefully, 
everyone can have some time off before long. 

As for my summer help I would like to say thank you 
for such a good job. If it wasn't for my A-2 help and 
their cooperation we couldn't have made it. 

Hope everyone in the parks has had a great summer 
and if you are near Sumter drop by and say hello. 

WOODS BAY STATE PARK, George Hargrove, Super
intendent — By the time this article is published hope
fully the season has slowed some for all of us. 

It seems that many out-of-staters are finding us. We 
have had visitors from New York, North Carolina, Texas, 
Kentucky, Alabama, California, New Jersey, Missouri, 
Pennsylvania, as well as from all over South Carolina. 
One visitor got to see his first "Big Gator" here. 

The S. C. Wildlife Department has been using our natur
al setting to film some of our larger gators. The film is 
going to be used in a wildlife movie of the Santee Wild
life Refuge. 

Since we are in the development stage, we are still 
trying to make improvements around the superintendent's 
residence, which is the first thing that visitors see. The 
large drainage ditch has been rerouted and the old one be
hind the residence has been filled in. The boundary line in 
front of the residence has been corrected providing a 
large grassy lawn. 

Boys provided by the Florence Company Manpower 
Program have provided much of the labor for the above 
improvements. They helped keep the nature trail cut and 
the lot on the newly acquired property cut. They also 
patrol the highway right-of-way to remove litter. These 
boys deserve a big "Thanks." 

Fall is here and it's time to start all over again. Good 
luck !! 
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SANTEE STATE PARK, Larry Duncan, Superinten
dent — At the half way point in the 1975 summer season, 
I would like to express my appreciation to my assistants, 
PMA, and rangers for their hard work and cooperation. I 
would like to take this opportunity to welcome ranger 
Phillip Richardson, his wife Susan, and their two sons to 
our park family. 

Our summer recreation and nature program has been 
highlighted by excellent campfire programs and several 
visits from outside singing groups. Our naturalist, David 
Scott, has delighted many visitors with his snake lectures 
and nature exhibits. 

In cooperation with the Santee Cooper Country's pro
motion commission, we are again co-sponsoring the an
nual father-son fishing tournament on Aug. 16th. We hope 
to have a record turnout for this event. 

Speaking for the entire Santee State Park Staff, we 
would like to wish all of you a successful year, and invite 
you to visit with us at Santee. 

Fun at Santee Cooper Country's annual father-son fishing tourna
ment, held at Santee State Park. 

Grass Mowing. 

BEEE CAREFULLL! 
This is the season of the power mower. Using 

a power mower can be a routine chore or it can 
lead to unforeseen injury. Power mowers are the 
cause of an estimated 190,000 injuries annually. 

Approximately 50,000 toes and 18,000 fingers 
are lost each year by careless people who forget 
that under the mower's deck is a whizzing blade 
that revolves at a speed of up to 200 miles an 
hour. 

Approximately one-third of those injured by 
rotary mowers are children whose parents al
lowed them to play in the area being mowed and 
got hit by flying debris; others include pre-teens 
permitted to operate rotary mowers or passengers 
"going along for the ride" on a tractor-type 
mower. 

Keep the following precautions in mind: 
A. Make sure you know how the machine 

operates and how to stop it quickly in an 
emergency. Never let an inexperienced 
person operate the mower. 

B. Clear the area of debris before mowing. 
C. Make sure there are no children or other 

bystanders in the yard. Never allow any
one to ride with you on a tractor-type 
mower. 

D. Make sure the mower is in good condition. 
Inspect it carefully and follow the manu
facturer's maintenance and storage in
structions. 

E. Before starting the motor, disengage the 
clutches and shift into neutral. Stand clear 
of the grass-discharge chute when start
ing the engine. 

F. Fill the fuel tank before you start mowing. 
Never add gasoline to a mower that is 
running or hot; doing so could cause a 
fire or explosion. 

G. Make sure your footing is firm and 
your feet are clear of the machine. Never 
use the mower if the grass is wet or slip
pery. Don't cut grass by pulling the mower 
towards you. 

H. Always turn the mower off and disconnect 
the spark plug wire before trying to clear 
the outlet of grass accumulation or when 
adjusting the wheels. 

I. With the walk-behind mowers, always cut 
inclined areas horizontally. With riding 
mowers, mow up and down on slopes to 
prevent tipping. Don't use riding mowers 
on steep slopes. 
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Redcliffe Plantation 
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Billings, philanthropist, passes away 

The late John Shaw Billings of Aiken has been 
praised by the South Carolina Department of 
Parks, Recreation and Tourism (PRT) Commis
sion for his donation of historic Redcliffe Planta
tion in Aiken County to the State. Mr. Billings 
died on August 25 at the University Hospital, Au
gusta, Georgia after a short illness. 

PRT Commission Chairman, Dwight A. Holder 
of Pickens, said, "This most generous gift from 
Mr. Billings is one of immense historic value and 
one for which I am sure all South Carolinians 
will be forever grateful." 

The 250-acre Redcliffe estate was deeded to 
PRT in 1973, some two years prior to Mr. Billings' 
recent death. Billings was born at Redcliffe in 
1898 and went on to become a promiment figure 
in American Journalism. He was the first editor 
of Life magazine and enjoyed a career that af
forded him a front seat in history from 1921 until 
1944 when he retired to Redcliffe. 

A master plan is now being developed by PRT 
to determine the historic and recreational use for 
the 350-acre Redcliffe Plantation which is located 
in the Beech Island Community of Aiken County. 

The Redcliffe plantation home was built by 
Billings' maternal great grandfather James Henry 

Hammond, a former legislator and two-term South 
Carolina governor who also became famous for 
coining the phrase, "Cotton is King." 

Redcliffe is listed on the prestigious National 
Register of Historic Places. The two-story white 
frame structure is representative of the architec
tural styles in the South during the 19th century. 
The house was built on brick pillars like many 
of the Low-Country houses and it maintains the 
pattern of a central hall with four rooms, so 
characteristic of the Carolina Up-Country. Two 
slave quarters and several other buildings also 
remain, illustrating the pattern of life prior to the 
War Between the States. 

The some 350 acres of land surrounding Red
cliffe is also impressive in its own right. The gent
ly sloping terrain has been undisturbed for many 
years and the value of its huge stands of timber 
is estimated to be in excess of $180,000. 

PRT is working with the Beech Island Com
munity also to develop a recreational area on a 
portion of the Redcliffe estate. 

(The following resolution was unanimously 
approved by members of the Parks, Recreation 
and Tourism Commission on September 5 at its 
monthly meeting in Columbia. Ed.) 
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2£p0oUttum in iHrmury nf 
3lnbtt ^baiu Hillings 

WHEREAS, John Shaw Billings has demonstrated a life-long 
affinity to the State of South Carolina, residing during 
his latter years at his birthplace, Redcliffe, the plan
tation home near Beech Island built by his maternal 
great-grandfather, Governor James H. Hammond, and 

WHEREAS, John Shaw Billings earned worldwide recognition in 
his chosen career, beginning as a reporter for the 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle and rising to the prestigious 
position of editorial director for all publications of 
journalism's foremost publishing firm, Time, Inc.; and 

WHEREAS, John Shaw Billings distinguished himself as a philan
thropist, sharing his great wealth of knowledge and 
giving much of his journalistic accomplishments and 
material possessions to the State of South Carolina 
and its people; and 

WHEREAS, John Shaw Billings contributed substantially to edu
cation, donating his extensive book, manuscript and 
film collection to the University of South Carolina, 
which presented him with an honorary degree of doc
tor of laws in 1974; and 

WHEREAS, John Shaw Billings generously donated to the State 
of South Carolina and the Department of Parks, Recre
ation and Tourism his home of Redcliffe, including the 
historic plantation house and the surrounding acre
age of beautiful woodlands and meadows, making this 
valuable property available as a state park for the 
enjoyment and use of present and future generations; 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED this fifth day of September, 1975 
by the South Carolina Parks, Recreation and Tourism 
Commission that John Shaw Billings be memorialized 
for his dynamic leadership and outstanding contribu
tions to the profession of journalism on the national 
and international level, for his love of his native State 
and the people of South Carolina, and for his most 
generous acts of philanthropy that will benefit hu
manity in the future; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that an appropriate recognition be 
provided at Redcliffe in memory of the accomplish
ments and generosity of John Shaw Billings; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be sent 
to members of the family of John Shaw Billings and 
to others who were closely associated with this dis
tinguished South Carolinian and American. 

September 5, 1975 

J. W. LAWRENCE, Secretary 
South Carolina Parks, Recreation 

and Tourism Commission 
South Carolina Parks, Recreation 

and Tourism Commission 

September 1975 FRED P. BRINKMAN, Executive Director 
South Carolina Parks, Recreation 

and Tourism Commission 
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SUMMER PROGRAMS... 

"Dedicated Young People 
of Talent" 

Some programs spring to life as a result of 
careful planning while others "just happen." The 
extremely successful summer programs at South 
Carolina state parks began seven years ago. Col
lege students working at state parks as summer 
interns started conducting programs that gave 
them an opportunity to use talents such as sing
ing or guitar playing. The positive response from 
park visitors was sufficient reason for park offi
cials to expand and continue the program. 

Activities center in two areas . . . recreation 
and nature . . . but the total effort has been 
labelled "seasonal programs" and is a function 
of the State Parks Division's Program Section. 
Funded for the first time in 1970, the program has 
offered summer employment to college students 
with training and interest in the general areas of 
recreation and nature-oriented activities. 

"These summer programs are unique to PRT in 
that the cost today per visitor is less than when 
we began in 1970," said Bob Papenfus, Programs 
Coordinator with PRT's Division of State Parks. 

The activities, although offered at no cost to 
park visitors, have certainly contributed indirect
ly to the continuing revenue increase at state 
parks in the Palmetto State. Many campers, cabin 
dwellers and others have become "repeat cus
tomers" primarily because of the variety of activi
ties for family members of all ages. A visit to a 
state park is not only fun, but also can be an op
portunity to acquire new knowledge about flowers, 
plants, snakes, arts and crafts and a variety of 
games. 

College students for these programs have been 
very carefully screened, with the result that they 
have been given considerable latitude in develop
ing new programs to supplement others that have 
been used in the past. Recreators Dan Turpin and 
Charles Harrison and Naturalists Joe Frank Wat
son and Dennis Gunter have the responsibility for 
recruiting, interviewing and selecting persons for 
these jobs. "The quality of employees has im
proved each year as the number of applicants in
creased because of positive publicity," remarked 
Watson. Applications have been received from all 
sections of the country, and many applicants 
mentioned hearing about the program from other 
college students. 

Petting a snake (non-poisonous, of course!) at Table Rock State 
Park's nature center. 

More and better programs have been the result 
of dedicated students working in a pleasant at
mosphere of cooperation from park superinten
dents and other personnel. District Superintendent 
Bob Jones observed several summer programs at 
state parks in his district during the summer 
months and has become an ardent supporter. "It's 
difficult to argue with success when park visitors 
are constantly telling you how much they enjoy 
these summer activities," Jones said. 

The overall effort is being expanded in several 
ways, including the use of missionaries and the 
adaptive use of summer interns. (Articles else
where in this issue discuss these activities more 
fully. Ed.) Other methods include special events 
such as the July 4th celebration at Charles Towne 
Landing, volunteer sources of non-state funding 
and cooperative efforts with other agencies. 

Summer programs were offered at eighteen 
state parks during the summer of 1975, seven of 
which had no programs two years ago! 

What kind of programs were offered? Here 
are some outstanding examples: 

TABLE ROCK: Johnnie Sue Dodenhoff, 
Recreator; Glenn Woolard, Naturalist; Allen Ray, 
Missionary. The collective efforts of Johnnie Sue, 
Glen and Allen made the summer program at 
Table Rock one that the park visitors will long 
remember. They knew only two speeds — super 
fast and wide open! Glen made many trips hiking 
up Table Rock and Pinnacle Mountains, while 
Johnnie Sue had her hands full recruiting male 
beauties for the "Miss Table Rock" contest. Com
munity involvement was also great at this park, 
primarily because of the efforts of Allen Ray. 
Allen moved in a couple of weeks late, but soon 
made his presence known. 
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BAKER CREEK: Terri Broda, Programs Lead
er; David Barrett and Marcus Bishop, Mission
aries. A precedent was set at Baker Creek this 
summer by the quality programs presented by 
Terri, David and Marcus. They provided many 
activities in the campground and swimming area. 
Terri's background in arts and crafts made this 
segment of the program very popular. Visitors to 
Baker Creek will be expecting equally good pro
grams next summer. 

GREENWOOD: Joe LaFrete, Programs Lead
er. A wide variety of recreation and nature activi
ties was provided at Greenwood this year. In addi
tion to regularly scheduled programs, Joe worked 
with several day camps. The Saturday night 
square dance has continued to improve in popu
larity, and is largely responsible for having week
end camping here. A contract was awarded re
cently for the enlargement of the recreation build
ing. This will not only better accommodate square 
dance crowds, but will also afford even greater 
versatility in programming. 

KEOWEE-TOXAWAY: Peggy O'Neal, Natu
ralist. Although the visitors' center was not com
plete, Peggy worked to explain the concepts of 
the park to each visitor. In her spare time she 
obtained material for displays that added a 
finished appearance to the center. 

POINSETT: Mike Clayton, Programs Leader. 
The serene beauty of Poinsett State Park provided 
an ideal setting for Mike Clayton's programs. His 
expertise in the natural history of the Southeast 
was of great value in interpreting this park 
through the interpretive center and in nature 
walks. 

SANTEE: Jim Stroman, Recreator; David 
Scott, Naturalist; Randy Sansbury, Missionary. 
Visitors to Santee expect to find a wide variety of 
activities and programs. This year saw an abun
dance of snake hunts, sing-alongs, tennis lessons, 
midnight volleyball games, beach parties, puppet 
shows and many other programs. The completion 
of a playground and new tennis courts are also a 
welcomed addition to this park. Come to Santee 
and let the great white hunter, Randy Sansbury, 
take you on a lion hunt! 

MYRTLE BEACH: Kim Baker, Recreator; 
Douglas Herman, Naturalist; Charles Blakely, Mis
sionary. Find out for sure that "state parks are 
fun places" by attending a Belly Dancing Class at 
Myrtle Beach State Park! Softball games are still 
a big event here, too, whether it's between camp
ers or with a local commercial campground. In 
addition to the regular activities, Kim and Doug 
have exchanged ideas and equipment with the Tennis instruction at Santee State Park 

Springmaid recreation leaders. Perhaps the most 
popular activity is the weekly deep sea fishing 
trip that enjoyed tremendous success in its first 
year. 

Arts and crafts session, Table Rock 

Shaving contest at Table Rock's recreation building 
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Scavenger hunt, Myrtle Beach State Park 

"Buffalo Bruce" at Hunting Island 

PARIS MOUNTAIN: Gary Shoupe and Mar
shall Watkins, Missionaries. A relatively new 
campground at Paris Mountain had an added at
traction this year. For the first time, campers 
could enjoy softball games, hikes, films, sing-
alongs and other programs presented by two of 
our missionary friends. The person most excited 
about the new programs was rumored to have been 
Superintendent Eddie Miller. 

OCONEE: David Goff, Recreator; Bruce 
Plumer, Naturalist; Bill Sappenfield, Missionary. 
The quality of the Oconee program was excellent, 
as usual. Many of the campers are almost like 
a family because they spend so much time at this 
park. Participation from the campers and cabin 
guests has never been a problem. The popularity 
of the programs is further reflected by the many 
local people that attend them. It is difficult to be
lieve that Oconee State Park programs have the 
turnout that they do. The square dance has long 
since outgrown the existing facility, and we all 
look forward to the completion of a new 6,500 
square foot multi-purpose building next winter. 

If happy park visitors turn you on, Oconee is 
the place to go! 

HUNTING ISLAND: Gary Stone, Recreator; 
Derrell Shipes, Naturalist; Lily Stone, Missionary. 
Beach walks, marsh walks, crabbing and sand-
castle building have long been a part of this park's 
program. A new attraction was added this sum
mer as Buffalo Bruce, "the world's smallest cow
boy," made periodic visits to Hunting Island to 
tell the campers about his experiences. Being only 
2'7" tall, he has undoubtedly had some strange 
encounters! Another high point was the opportu
nity to provide programs with a "lighthouse 
theme" to coincide with the June birthday cele
bration of the Hunting Island lighthouse. 

HAMILTON BRANCH: David Barrett and 
Marcus Bishop, Missionaries. Thanks to the com
bined efforts of David and Marcus, who served as 
missionaries for the three state parks in the Clark 
Hill area, programs were available at Hamilton 
Branch for the first time this year. Saturday night 
programs included sing-alongs, stunts, skits and 
special singing groups. 

SADLERS CREEK: Bill Overby, Programs 
Leader. With few but increasing facilities, Bill 
had ample opportunity to use his imagination in 
conducting programs. Square dances are becoming 
a big event here, in addition to folk and country-
and-western singing groups. 

Listening to "talking shells" at the Myrtle Beach State Park nature 
center 
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"Turtle testing" at the nature center, Sesquicentennial State Park 

CHERAW: Michael Webster, Programs Lead
er. The new recreation facilities were not avail
able until late in the season. With the completion 
of the carpet golf course and ballfield, organized 
activities will become more popular. 

HICKORY KNOB: Dot Elliott, Programs 
Leader; David Barrett and Marcus Bishop, Mis
sionaries. The summer serves only to quicken the 
tempo of the year-round programming. Monday 
night finds the guests gathering around the lodge 
fireplace for a "get acquainted" bingo game. Auto 
tours, trail rides, nature walks and fishing derbies 
are but a few of the many activities. Marcus and 
David provided guitar and tennis lessons for the 
motel and cabin guests. 

KINGS MOUNTAIN: Jim Fields, Recreator; 
Wynelle Smith, Naturalist. Jim's background as a 
coach and teacher enabled him to develop an ex
cellent rapport with the park visitors. Wynell's 
knowledge of the local area was extremely bene
ficial in helping her develop meaningful interpre
tive programs. The close proximity to Kings Moun
tain National Military Park affords several op
portunities for programs relating to this facility. 
One of the highlights of this year's program was 
the First Annual "Miss Kings Mountain" Beauty 
Contest. Lew Cato won the title, but an unusually 
unreliable source confirms the fact that "Black 
Bart" will enter next year's contest! 

SESQUICENTENNIAL: Ward Brown, Pro
grams Leader. Daytime activities at Sesqui were 
offered in response to requests from park visitors. 
Ward was available for nature walks, arts and 
crafts activities as well as sports activities. He 
still found time to maintain the nature trails in 
good order. Next year's offerings at Sesqui will 
surely include "cursive cutout" sessions, follow
ing this year's record attendance. 

EDISTO BEACH: Walter and Susan Ludwick, 
Missionaries. In spite of dividing their time be
tween Edisto Beach and the migrant farm workers, 
this husband-and-wife team found time to pro
vide a wide range of programs. Working on a 
volunteer basis, they conducted scavenger hunts, 
carpet golf tournaments, sing-alongs and coordi
nated special programs by touring choirs. "Dub" 
and Susan have helped to prove that Edisto Beach 
has tremendous potential for recreation and nature 
programs. 

Snake handling at Santee State Park 
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The "gator feed" is an extremely popular visitor attraction at 
Huntington Beach State Park. 

Wide-eyed youngsters listen intently to ghost stories at "Atalaya," 
the old castle at Huntington Beach State Park. 

"An evening with Mark Twain," portrayed by Johnny James at 
Huntington Beach State Park. 

HUNTINGTON BEACH: John James, Recre-
ator; Kirby Dolak, Naturalist. One of the biggest 
attractions in the state park system is the daily 
"gator feed," and ole Kirby Dolak has managed 
to make it through the summer with both hands 
and feet intact! He has also provided some inter
esting arts and crafts programs, using natural 
materials primarily. The award for creativity and 
imagination would have to go to John James. John 
has a vast knowledge of the history and folklore 
of the Pawley's Island area, thus his auto tours to 
the local points of interest are drawing very large 
crowds. He knows every ghost in the area by 
reputation or through personal experiences, and 
his tales about the spirits have left his audiences 
spellbound. A fitting climax to these sessions is 
provided by a candlelight walk through Atalaya, 
the old castle. 
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John's background in drama enables him to 
give a superb one-man presentation of Mark 
Twain, similar to the one performed on television 
by Hal Holbrook. His experience in make-up tech
niques has also made possible other very realistic 
skits. One major attraction has been the weekly 
crabbing sessions. Groups approaching eighty in 
number would participate, followed by a lesson 
in the preparation and cooking of crabs. A couple 
of times this summer Kirby and John had big 
luaus for the campers, using crab meat they had 
prepared. 

With programs like these, Huntington Beach 
is fast becoming the place to go on the Grand 
Strand. 
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What have these programs meant to persons 
visiting South Carolina state parks this summer? 
Mr. M. J. Mirra of Greenville, Tennessee had 
this to say about his family's visit in July to 
Huntington Beach State Park: 

"We thought the general design of the park 
struck a good balance between offering accom
modations to the campers without doing violence 
to the natural environment . . . the main reason 
for writing is to give praise to the programs 
offered ... I would particularly like to mention 
those programs directed by Mr. John James and 
Mr. Kirby Dolak. 

"Mr. James's knowledge of the area history 
and folklore was particularly rewarding to us, 
especially during the many tours and the wonder
ful story-telling hours. His offering musical pro
grams during evenings was also very popular 
as was his presentation of "An Evening with 
Mark Twain." All of us, young and old, thorough
ly enjoyed these programs. 

"Mr. Dolak's knowledge of the flora and fauna 
of the area made his guided tours particularly 
rewarding. The children also felt the programs 
related to natural history and crafts were par
ticularly interesting and enjoyable. 

"We give testimonial to those in charge of 
programs at Huntington Beach State Park. We 
believe the State of South Carolina should be 
given credit for operating such a park as Hunting
ton. The State, however, is also fortunate in hav
ing dedicated young people of talent who, in the 
last analysis, made our stay at the park most 
rewarding." 

Dave and Nancy Wormuth, their two children 
and Mrs. Wormuth's mother spent a week in one 
of Table Rock's cabins. A portion of Mrs. Wor
muth's letter follows: "We have just returned 
from a most pleasant week spent at Table Rock ... 
I wanted to especially commend the young people 
who worked there this summer as they made a 
distinct impression on our children and on us 
older visitors. Everything was so well organized 
and there were so many more activities offered 
this year. Our praises especially go out to Glen, 
the naturalist, who was so interested in the chil
dren and taught them many valuable things. The 
recreator was extremely nice and helpful in mak
ing our week enjoyable. 

"Hopefully, you all will continue the excellent 
summer activities and we will continue to love 
Table Rock State Park." 

A letter from Mrs. W. C. Mitchell of Green
ville, South Carolina contained the following . . . 
"we have been to many state parks in the United 
States and we have never seen a better recreation
al program than the one you have at Huntington 
Beach . . 

These culprits were responsible for the "Frontier Frolic" session of 
games and sporting events at the July 4th celebration held at 
Charles Towne Landing. From left, Charles Harrison and Dan Tur
pi n. 

The value of these programs could be de
scribed in many ways, but one of the most suc
cinct seems to be contained in the last sentence 
of Mr. Mirra's letter . . . "young people of talent 
who, in the last analysis, made our stay at the 
park most rewarding." 

That's what we are all involved with in this 
business of operating state parks . . . making 
people's visits enjoyable, memorable and reward
ing experiences. Judging from the increasing at
tendance statistics and the happy faces of park 
visitors, our efforts have been extremely success
ful. 

"Crab soccer" at Charles Towne Landing's July 4th celebration. 
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District III 

CROFT — Mike Clark has been appointed to 
the position of Ranger I at Croft. He and his wife 
Jackie are enjoying being in the park and getting 
involved in the many activities at Croft. 

KEOWEE-TOXAWAY — The interpretive cen
ter and picnic grounds have been opened to use 
and Naturalist Miss Peggy O'Neal has been busy 
with nature interpretation and showing off the 
fine facilities at this new park. Thanks to Superin
tendent John Rhodes and Ranger Harold Lynch, 
the development at Keowee-Toxaway is progress
ing very satisfactorily. 

OCONEE — Two major construction projects 
have been underway at Oconee this summer but 
these have not interfered with the numerous 
summer activities. Construction on wastewater 
collection lines and the treatment plant should be 
completed in the early fall and construction of the 
new multi-purpose recreation building is now well 
under way. 

PARIS MOUNTAIN — The Swimming area at 
Paris Mountain was closed for three days in July, 
on recommendation of the State Health Depart
ment, because of mild pollution of the lake. This 
problem has hopefully been corrected and did not 
seriously interfere with the very busy summer 
season at this park. 

R. G. JONES 
District III Superintendent 

PLEASANT RIDGE — Two new family vaca
tion cabins have recently been completed at Pleas
ant Ridge and are very nice additions to the park 
facilities. It will take several weeks to equip and 
furnish the cabins which should be ready for use 
about October 1st. Congratulations to Superin
tendent Leroy Smith who recently turned 65 years 
old August 13. Leroy has been Superintendent at 
Pleasant Ridge for 24 years. 

ROSE HILL — Rose Hill has a new picnic 
shelter, built by Supt. Fred Belk and Ranger Eddie 
Glance, with help from Federal Economic Oppor
tunity employees. Construction of the new shelter 
is a professional job, thanks to Supt. Belk's ability 
and was accomplished at a considerable savings 
to PRT. 

SADLERS CREEK — The fall NCHA Camporee 
is scheduled October 10-12 at Sadlers Creek, and 
plans are now being made for this activity. A new 
recreation building has just been completed and 
will be ready for use during the NCHA outing. 

TABLE ROCK — Table Rock has had another 
very successful summer season. Park Recreator 
Miss Johnnie Sue Dodenhoff and Naturalist Glenn 
Woolard have contributed much to the enjoyment 
of park visitors, with their fine programs of 
planned recreation and nature interpretation. Pic
nicking, swimming and camping have been heavy 
at the park and business at the Table Rock Lodge 
Dining Room continues to increase. Mr. Ed Lang-
ley, Lodge operator, is hard pressed to accommo
date all of the many hundreds of people who pa
tronize the Lodge Dining Room. 
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An American Kennel Club Licensed All-Breed Dog Show and Obedi
ence Trial was held July 25th at Croft State Park. Some 2,100 dogs 
were entered from all sections of the country; the event was hosted 
by the Spartanburg Kennel Club. 

CROFT STATE PARK, Ray E. Hayes, Superintendent — 
It's welcome time again for Mike and Jackie Clark, new 
faces here at Croft. Mike has worked at Table Rock State 
Park the past two summers. We surely are glad to have 
them join us at Croft. 

I hope Mike hasn't changed his mind about park work 
since we gave him a rough initiation his first week here. We 
had an American Kennel Club sponsored Dog Show and 
I've never seen so many K-9's, let alone the many different 
breeds. The figures were like this—over 2,000 entries for 
the show, missing the record by some half dozen. Mr. Fin-
necam, Show Chairman said it was the largest show held in 
South Carolina. Our traffic counter recorded over 5,000 
people that day. Overnight camping for the event also set 
the record for this park. We had 133 units Thursday night, 
July 24th, not bad for a fifty campsite park! 

All this could not have been accomplished without the 
help of my Rangers Larry Henderson and Mike Clark, also 
helping and I might add making the difference were my 
A-2 personnel, daughter Donna Lynn, Jimmy Stephen, and 
Charles Parrish. Thanks, for a job well done gang. 

Our next event at Croft will be an Enduro Sep
tember 14th. Last year there were over 500 entries with 
over 4,000 people watching the riders do their thing. If 
you guys have your winter work program finished and 
nothing else to do, come on over. 

We are busy with lots more to do. Our plans keep 
changing and expanding but this is progress we can be 
proud of. 

KEOWEE-TOXAWAY STATE PARK, Peggy O'Neal, 
Seasonal Naturalist — Since the summer season officially 
began during Memorial Weekend, a number of develop
ments have taken place in Keowee-Toxaway State Park — 
most notably in the Interpretive Center! 

The Columbia staff have installed exhibits intended to 
introduce visitors to the natural history of the park; to 
the culture of the Cherokee Indians who once inhabited 
the area; and to the role of archaeology in reconstructing 
the now vanished British colonial Fort Prince George and 
Cherokee cultural history. Installation of exhibits is now 
underway in the first of four kiosks (outdoor exhibit build
ings) on the nature trail. 

The park crew has succeeded in clearing the hiking 
trail of prolific spring growth which was rapidly obscuring 
all signs of the trail's meandering courses across ridges 
and ravines, streams and rock outcrops. 

The hiking trail, which begins and terminates behind 
the Holly Springs chapel, was recently measured and 
proved to be 3.8 miles in total length. 

Renovation to convert the church into a multi-use 
building is beginning by the park crew. 

The facilities here at Keowee-Toxaway State Park are 
being most heavily used on the weekends when visitors 
enjoy the use of five picnic shelters, the nature trail, and 
the Interpretive Center — which remains open daily from 
9 A.M. until 6 P.M. 

OCONEE STATE PARK, Bob Cothran, Superintendent— 
It appears up to this point that Oconee may be in for the 
biggest year ever. Revenue is up over this period last year. 
Increased prices in swimming and cabins seem to have 
little effect on vacationers. Camping is just as popfllar as 
ever here at Oconee with many of our campers coming 
from neighboring states of Georgia, North Carolina and 
Florida. 

Our summer missionary Bill Sappenfield has had excel
lent programs for our park visitors of all ages. He has 
worked hard and with great enthusiasm in making our 
programs run smoothly and successfully. The mission 
programs in state parks are helpful and are sincerely ap
preciated by the public. We are truly grateful to the Bap
tist Association for sending Bill to Oconee. 

Construction on the new multi-purpose recreation 
building has begun and plans are for it to be completed 
by January 1, 1976. There has been an increased number 
of participants in the recreation programs so we look for
ward to the completion of the new building. 

Summer personnel has proven to be one of the best 
this summer. We are lucky to have fine experienced young 
adults working in the state park. Our appreciation for a 
good summer goes out to the hard work of Rangers Jim 
Bynum, Cecil Honea, Louie Ridley and Earl Blakely. Ranger 
Blakely and wife are anxiously awaiting the arrival of 
their second child. We wish them good luck and much 
happiness. 

The new stable at Croft State Park. 
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PARIS MOUNTAIN STATE PARK, Ed Miller, Superin
tendent — My summer personnel and rangers, by being 
on the ball and doing a good job have made the time slip 
by very fast. I hope by the time you are reading this that 
everyone will have had a successful and safe season. Of 
course as we all know, with the exception of swimming 
for the most of us it is not seasonal anymore. Our usage 
here is good until ole Jack Frost himself decides to stay 
home. 

On the morning of June 15, 1975 my water front direc
tor reported 4 pedal boats missing. They had checked the 
lake and found nothing afloat. Thinking the worst, I took 
my truck and went around behind the dam and sure 
enough there they were. During the night some vandals 
had broken into the boat dock and pedaled 4 boats the 
entire length of the lake and pushed them over the dam, 
a 30 to 35 foot drop. They had to be pushed, since 
they will not float over. Needless to say they were in 
pretty bad shape. With the help of a bulldozer cutting 
an opening below the dam we were able to go in and with 
sheer manpower, pick them up and carry them out. With 
luck we were able to have them repaired and back on the 
lake for the big week of July 4th. I would like to thank 
Mr. John Shiver, Ranger Warren Hunt and personnel of 
the S. C. State Commission of Forestry for their coopera
tion and assistance. I called on them for help and they 
jumped on this emergency like they would on a forest 
fire, and it was greatly appreciated. It's a great feeling to 
know that you can call on another state agency and re
ceive the understanding and cooperation that I did. Again 
I thank them very much. 

Our day camp use has been great this year. As of this 
writing we have had 14 different groups (a week at a time) 
to use the park, also we have Camp Spearhead with us 
again (retarded children). They started June 9th and closed 
camp August 15th. During that time they averaged 150 
children per week. 

My Gravely power mower went on the blink right at 
mid-season but thanks to Service and Supply they let me 
have a loaner and we were only a couple of days without 
a big mower. This is good that they have spares on hand 
for emergencies such as this because you all know what it 
would be like to be without that big mower for 2-3 weeks 
or more. 

My hats off to the Greenville and North Greenville 
Baptist Associations for the wonderful help they have been 
to Paris Mountain this summer. They have furnished 2 
young men, Mr. Gary Shoupe and Mr. Marshall Watkins, 
to work in the campground on weekends, Friday - Sunday. 
They act as recreators and chaplains. They have pro
vided games, hikes, movies, slides. On several occasions 
they have had teen-age choral groups from the different 
Baptist churches in the area to sing and of course on Sun
day morning have church services. This is a first for Paris 
Mountain and it has been received very favorably. I hope 
that these organizations will see fit to furnish this service 
for years to come. Again our sincere thanks. 

Mr. Howard Pierce and Miss Cindy Dowling were 
married at 10 a.m., July 23, 1975. The marriage took place 
at "Big Boulder," near the Sulpher Springs picnic area. 

If you would have been a visitor at Paris Mountain on 
the weekend of July 19-22, 1975, you would have read the 
following posted in our bathhouse and swimming area. 

"On the advice of the South Carolina Department of 
Health and Environmental Control we have had to close the 
swimming area for several days because of a mild pollution 
problem in the lake." At first we didn't know where it was 
coming from. 

I am always bragging about another first at Paris Moun
tain. Well this is a first that I am not bragging about. With 
the help of Mr. Mike Clark and Mr. Clay Duffie of the 
Department of Health and Environmental Control we re
opened for business in only four days. These men put 
forth an extra effort in getting the water samples back to 
us in a hurry and they also didn't seem to mind the three 
to four mile hike along the feed stream to try to locate 
the source. Our thanks to these two. 

Best of luck to everyone . . . see you at the fall meet
ing. 

PLEASANT RIDGE STATE PARK, Leroy Smith, Super
intendent — We are real happy to see our two new cabins 
almost complete and ready to be occupied. The cabins are 
a real asset to our park. 

We have had a good summer season with attendance 
up quite a bit. There has been a good number of family 
reunion and church groups to come out for picnics. 

Our swimming lessons were real successful this year 
and the swimming area has seen a good bit of use. 

It seems like we have had rain almost every day 
which really makes the grass grow. It really keeps us busy. 

Now we are looking forward to the crowds who will 
be coming through to see the fall colors. Maybe some of 
you will be among those coming through ... if so stop 
by and visit for awhile. 

ROSE HILL STATE PARK, Fred Belk, Superinten
dent — This summer has been an unusually busy season 
with us here at Rose Hill. The family groups having their 
annual get togethers, class reunions, etc., but the most 
exciting thing that has taken place has been the weddings 
that we have had this summer. 

We are experiencing something new since we have 
finished our new picnic shed. Several churches have 
brought their congregations out and had their church serv
ices. 

We have had a lot of compliments on the way the 
grounds are kept, the neatness of the interior of the man
sion and the manners of our personnel. 

Since I have been with the parks we have come a long 
way with our park system. I am proud to be a part of it 
and to see it grow, knowing that there are great things 
ahead for us. I want to thank each one in the Central 
Office for their help and assistance. A special thanks to my 
District Superintendent Mr. Bob Jones for all of his kind 
words and help this summer. 

SADLERS CREEK STATE PARK, Jim Ivey, Superinten
dent — The visitors here have really increased this year, 
with about 10,000 more compared to this time last year. 

Camping also has increased with more families taking 
advantage of facilities closer to home. 

Our recreation building is almost complete and we feel 
this will be a big asset to our park next summer. 

Page 30 PARK UTES 



Bill Overby, our recreator, from North Carolina has 
held numerous activities which the campers have really 
enjoyed. We have also had a square dance each Saturday 
night, with good turnouts from campers as well as local 
residents. 

With summer coming to an end, we are starting to get 
ready for the fall NCHA camp out. We have an additional 
50 temporary campsites almost completed. 

Last but not least I would like to thank my Ranger 
Herb Jones for an outstanding job this summer. 

TABLE ROCK STATE PARK, Mike Hendrix, Superin
tendent — It seems as though the summer has flown by this 
year. Everything has gone exceptionally well. All facilities 
have been well used. The cabins have been well used with 
few cancellations. The campsites have stayed full on week
ends. The camping club area has been reserved quite a 
lot. Saturday night square dances are as popular as ever. 
The people in the surrounding areas are supporting their 
local park instead of doing a lot of traveling. 

The 4th of July activities this summer were outstand
ing. The park visitors were very enthusiastic in all of the 
events. To the winner of each event a prize was given. All 
prizes were donated by the local merchants in Pickens. 
The day's activities were concluded by the first annual all 
male "Miss Table Rock" beauty pageant. It was enjoyed 
by everyone. All of the contestants were "real beauties." 

More than two hundred "die-hard" BMW motorcycle 
enthusiasts rode from twenty states plus Canada to attend 
the Third Annual Table Rock Rendezvous July 11-13. The 
rally was held in the White Oaks area and the group 
paraded through Pickens Saturday morning. The weekend 
event again attracted what Richard Hallum, Executive Di
rector of the Pickens Chamber of Commerce termed "One 
of the finest groups to ever visit our area." The towns
people were as impressed with the group this year as they 
were in 1974 when more than 1,100 persons attended the 
rally, which was national in scope. 

The National Guard Band was scheduled to perform 
July 27 but had to cancel due to rain. Hopefully the 250 
piece band can be rescheduled to perform in the near 
future. 

We were glad to welcome to Table Rock Senator Strom 
Thurmond and his family. They were in cabin 12 the week 
of August 4-11. We hope their stay was a pleasant one. 

On July 15, Jane and I were blessed with a beautiful 
baby boy, Michael Wayne, Jr., weighing 4 lbs. 111/2 ozs. 
He'll make a good ranger in a couple of years, after he's 
put on a little weight! 

My thanks go to all A-2 personnel, Asst. Supt. Larry 
Orr, and Rangers Robert Mitchell, Chevis Wald, and Doug 
Cothran for the fine jobs they did this summer. We are 
all looking forward to fall and getting started on our win
ter work program. 

Guests dining on the patio at the Table Rock lodge en)oy a stunning 
view. 

LOUISIANA TEAM WINS NATIONAL BASS 
TOURNAMENT AT HICKORY KNOB . . . 
Ray Scott (left), publisher of BASS Mas
ter Magazine, interviews the triumphant 
Louisiana team that copped first place 
honors at the Bass Anglers' Sportsman's 
Society Federations Tournament. The 
event, held on the Clark Hill Reservoir 
September 6-13, was sponsored by the 
Clark Hill Authority and hosted by 
Hickory Knob State Resort Park. Thirty-
two federation teams participated in this, 
the biggest fishing tournament for the 

non-professional bass fisherman. Each 
team consisted of six members chosen 
from the top winners of the state Bass 
Federation tournaments which are held 
by each state organization in the con
tinental United States. A California-based 
film company is making a movie of the 
event, which also attracted some sixty 
representatives of the news media from 
all sections of the country. The national 
organization spearheading this effort was 
the Bass Anglers Sportsman Society, 
Inc., headquartered in Montgomery, Ala

bama. The South Carolina team made a 
very respectable showing by copping 
fourth place honors. Members included 
Dave Judy, Bonneau; George Taylor, 
Moncks Corner; Ed Hallman, Batesburg; 
Nick Hampton and Tech Harrington, 
Gaffney and Ed Belken of Summerville. 
The team won $1,500 to be used by the 
State Bass Federation for local conserva
tion projects. Hallman's catch of 21 
pounds, 14 ounces was good for seventh 
spot among individual fishermen at the 
Tournament. 
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Many groups utilize state parks for any 
number of reasons. This group at Sesquicen-
tennial State Park finds the cool shade of 
pine-studded picnic area the perfect place 
for a meeting. 

Many of our state park superintendents are 
called upon to give first aid classes to Focal 
groups. Such is the case here as Dreher Is
land State Park Superintendent Wally Brock 
(standing at left) gives instruction to mem
bers and wives of a newly organized Lake 
Murray rescue squad. 

Playground equipment in South Carolina 
state parks really get a workout during the 
summer months. This miniature backhoe 
digger at Santee State Park has been the 
proving ground for many a junior engineer! 
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District IV 

As we come to the close of another season, I 
hope each of you has had a safe and successful 
summer. Many thanks to all personnel in District 
IV for the fine job done. Some of you will be tak
ing vacations now and traveling to other areas. 
I hope that you have a wonderful time and a safe 
return, ready to start on winter work programs. 

Projects being planned in District IV include 
winterizing Camp Cherokee at Kings Mountain, 
campsite renovation at Baker Creek, and many 
re-roofing and painting jobs. Several projects 
started during the summer should be completed 
in the coming months. These consist of a con
ference room, putting green, and shelter at 
Hickory Knob. At Landsford Canal, clearing of the 
canal and completion of the road are underway. 
For the park visitor, a new contact station at 
Hamilton Branch should be finished soon. 

Anyone traveling in this area, please stop by 
and visit our parks. Everyone will be welcomed! 

FREDDIE PARKMAN 
District IV Superintendent 



ANDREW JACKSON STATE PARK, Bill Boyce, 
Ranger — I have just recently joined the park system 
here at Andrew Jackson. There are many things I 
have yet to learn, but I'm really pleased with my work 
and am putting forth every effort to do a good job. 

We are enjoying a quiet, pleasant summer here at 
Andrew Jackson. Most activities have been the usual 
family reunions, picnickers and church groups. We had 
a "special" when in June we had an outside wedding 
which we all enjoyed. The couple was married beside 
a beautiful "Virginia" pine in the museum yard and held 
their reception in one of our shelters. 

We had a much busier 4th than we anticipated — our 
camp ground was nearly full! In June and again in August 
the park was visited by the Mecklenburg Camping Club 
of Charlotte, N. C. Once again, all our campsites were 
taken! 

Our summer work program is well underway. We just 
recently finished repainting the masonry on the ranger's 
residence — sure improved the looks of our new home! 
We've also been doing some painting down in the camp
ground. With the aid of our summer help, we have cleared 
out the majority of diseased trees on the park. The clear
ing of these trees has helped the overall appearance of An
drew Jackson. 

It's a beautiful park and we're proud of it! 

BAKER CREEK STATE PARK, Wayne Timms, Superin
tendent — The article that I had in the '74 December issue 
of the PARK LITES, read as "Camping was on the up
swing." 

Campers, picnickers, day use, people in general, 
fishermen and swimmers have been on the upswing this 
summer. The newly finished carpet golf course has been 
an asset to the park; the attendance on the course has 
more than doubled from the nine hole course. 

This summer Baker Creek had a recreation director. 
The campers and day use visitors very much enjoyed the 
programs. 

The ministers from McCormick County sponsored a 
program this summer with two students from Anderson 
College working at Baker Creek, Hickory Knob and Hamil
ton Branch. 

The staff this summer including the students from An
derson College that worked at the Pavilion is one of the 
best that I have had. We have made more money in the 
canteen and the W.S.I. Lifeguard has directed swimming 
and advanced lifesaving classes this summer. 

"Thanks to all." 

CHESTER STATE PARK, Roger Minors, Ranger — 
Beautiful summer weather here has been a big help this 
year. Our camping has been running about two hundred 
campers over this time last year. This has really pleased 
Ted and me. We hope this keeps up. 

We had three visitors from France this summer. They 
stayed overnight and were impressed over the cleanliness 
and up-keep of our park. 

Fishing has been off this summer due to the late after
noon rains. It should pick up real soon. 

Ted and I would like to invite everyone to come and 
see us and bring your fishing rod. 

DREHER ISLAND, Wally Brock, Superintendent — 
The Newberry County Development board hosted a barbe-
que on the park earlier in the summer and many political 
leaders as well as PRT officials were on hand for the event. 
During the barbeque PRT representatives outlined the 
future plans for the development of the park. We hope it 
won't be too long before construction can resume. 

We don't have many facilities out here but in spite of 
that we have already counted 12,000 park visitors to date. 
We are having good crowds of picnickers and campers 
and the two new boat launches are being used quite a bit. 

The weather has been hot so as a result fishing has 
been slow. It should begin picking up in a few weeks so 
come on out and try your luck. 

Fun for all at a Saturday night square dance at Greenwood State 
Park. 

GREENWOOD STATE PARK, Joe Hambright, Superin
tendent — Where does the time go? We work all winter 
to get the park ready for the summer season, and the 
summer flies so fast you hardly realize it was here. Is 
it because of all the happy faces you see, or is it because 
the days and nights blend as one for the park staff? 

This has been a great summer for Greenwood. Revenue 
and attendance both have shown significant gains over the 
previous year. As always the lake has attracted the cam
pers in large numbers. 

Our summer recreation programs have made a great im
pact on our park visitors with the Saturday night square 
dances being the drawing card. The recreation building is 
bursting at its seams with 300-500 people trying to crowd 
in for the dances. Renovation of this building this winter 
should really make the square dances more popular and 
enjoyable. The Sunday morning worship services also 
attract good crowds, as various preachers from the sur
rounding area handle these services. 

As always the four shelters at the park are being 
utilized daily with all being booked well in advance on the 
weekends. 

The entire park staff deserves due credit for the job 
they have done this summer. The staff has really extended 
itself keeping the park clean and answering visitors' ques
tions with that ever-present smile and friendly attitude 
that our park system is noted for. 

As the season draws to an end, let's all not forget to 
look back on all the happy moments of this season and 
swell with pride for making life a little happier and more 
meaningful for those who enjoy our state parks. 
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HAMILTON BRANCH STATE PARK, Frank Baughman, 
Superintendent — Hamilton Branch has really been a busy 
place this summer. Our new camping and picnic areas are 
being heavily used and we are getting many favorable com
ments on them. The week of July Fourth brought cam
pers from everywhere to our park as we had over 1200 
units occupied that week which was an all time high for 
Hamilton Branch. 

Our contact station is nearing completion and we hope 
to have it in operation in the near future. 

We have received an addition to our staff at Hamilton 
Branch. He is Charles Sloan, who transferred to us from 
Sesqui and we would like to welcome him and his wife 
Betty, daughter Kim, and son Mark to Hamilton Branch. I 
am sure Charles will be a big asset to our operation here. 

Fishing, as usual, has dropped off considerably during 
this hot weather. What park usage that has decreased from 
this decline in fishing has been more than offset by the 
increase of boaters, picnickers, and swimmers. 

Our summer's operation so far has been rather smooth 
and without any major problems, except for a power failure 
Fourth of July week in which half the park was without 
power for approximately twenty-four hours. I would like 
to thank District Superintendent Freddie Parkman and Don 
Holloway for their quick assistance in helping to correct 
this problem. 

HICKORY KNOB STATE RESORT PARK, Dot Elliott, 
Recreator — The advent of June signaled the beginning of 
the summer season, and the lodge has bustled with activity 
and people seeking a change of pace and relaxation. The 
first week was particularly interesting in that all the cot
tage guests were from our own state of South Carolina. 
For instance, the week of July 21st; the out-of-state folks 
almost outnumbered state residents. They came from 
Florida, Ohio, Maryland, Georgia, North Carolina, Alabama, 
Michigan and Indiana to spend the week at Hickory Knob. 

There have been good days and slow days for the 
fishermen on Clark Hill Lake. The Honea Path Bassmas-
ters of Honea Path, S. C., met at Hickory Knob on May 
26 for an interclub tournament. There were fifteen fisher
men with a total catch of fifty-five fish. First place went 
to Larry Gilmer with 10 lbs. 8 oz. 

On Friday the 13th, Gerald K. Parker of Anderson, 
pulled in a bass weighing 7 lbs. A lucky 13th for Mr. 
Parker. Ricky Baker, of Lancaster, brought a group of 
thirty people over for a club fishing tournament in June. 
Also in June, Robert Hale, of Athens, Georgia, caught a 
9 lb. 13 oz. largemouth bass at Hickory Knob. 

We, too, share the excitement of the guests who brought 
in the largest crappie they had ever caught, and the children 
who catch more fish than their dads! 

All 75 sites in the new campgrounds are now completed. 
A group of twenty-four campers from the Dutch Fork 
Camping Club of Columbia, were the first organized club 
to enjoy the new facilities. 

It took several cottage guests working together to 
help mother nature out. A tiny Carolina Wren decided to 
build her nest in one of the cooking grills by a cottage and 
proceeded to lay three small eggs. The children were de
lighted to watch the activity after reading a thoughtful 

note left by a guest reading, "Please do not use this grill." 
All three eggs hatched and mother and babies flew off into 
the park forest. 

The descendants of Dr. James Monroe Palmer, who mi
grated from Abbeville to Georgia around 1850, gathered at 
the park for a family reunion. There were twelve Palmer 
children, and ten of them, with their own children, grand
children and great grandchildren, enjoyed spending a week 
together in the cottages. They came from both the Caro-
linas, Virginia, Florida and Tennessee. On Sunday morn
ing, the family led other guests in celebrating a communion 
service at the amphitheater by the lake. Dr. Lucian Palmer, 
a missionary to West Africa for many years, past college 
president, and now President of the Nigerian Christian 
Schools Foundation in Nashville, was the speaker for the 
morning. 

Another reunion, although on a smaller scale, was held 
by the Wilk's family. Seven out of the eight brothers and 
sisters, came from Michigan, Illinois, Mississippi, and 
Georgia to enjoy the weekend gathering. 

The summer continues to bring us interesting guests 
and a full house. 

KINGS MOUNTAIN STATE PARK, Lee Jordan, Superin
tendent — Superintendent Jordan continues to promote 
and enjoy the many square dances held on the park but in 
this report he passes on some interesting history. 

On October 6, 1780, a British force of 1100 men under 
the command of Major Patrick Ferguson was camped on a 
ridge at Kings Mountain. 

On October 7, 1780, 900 American frontiersmen, Pa
triots, mountain men, farmers and local militia men had 
gathered at the foot of the mountain. At 3:00 p.m. that 
same day the battle began when the Americans stormed 
the British position, and after one hour of heavy hand-to-
hand fighting up the sides of the ridge, Ferguson was dead, 
as was his 1100 man force. The American forces, under the 
command of Cols. Shelby and Seviere, suffered only 90 
casualties. 

Here at Kings Mountain, the Americans scored a ma
jor victory, in turn, forcing British General Cornwallis to 
withdraw his troops from Charlotte, and marked a turn
ing point of the war in the South. 

British Major Ferguson's grave on Kings Mountain is 
marked by a huge mound of stones. Visit this historical 
site. Read the markers at the various battle points. See 
the spiraling monument marking the actual battle and 
British campsite. 

This 3,950 acre park was dedicated in 1930 by Presi
dent Herbert Hoover. The park can be reached by taking 
1-85 to the Battleground exit. Drive South on S. C. 216. 

Come spend the weekend. Walk the same paths in the 
same hills where the Mountain Men and the British 
marched. Visit the museum and see descriptive scenes of 
this great Revolutionary War. 

Come and dance in the same woods where American 
freedom was fought for and WON. HAPPY BIRTHDAY, 
AMERICA! 
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LANDSFORD CANAL STATE PARK, Roy Atkinson, 
Ranger — Since the beginning of the summer, we've been 
getting a lot of work done. The twenty boys and two full 
time men have been a great help to Jim and me. They have 
helped us clear portions of the canal and the middle locks. 
The boys have been of great help in clearing an area for 
a future picnic area. 

While digging in the middle locks, we uncovered re
mains of what appears to be an old grist mill, which was 
probably built after the canal was abandoned. We hope to 
know more in the future. 

We get a lot of people coming to see us for many rea
sons. Some come for hiking, some for picnicking, most 
for fishing, but many for just sightseeing. 

The nature trail is really shaping up. We have a lot of 
people walking the trail on weekends. You would be sur
prised at all the compliments we get about the trail. Most 
people keep coming back. 

The fishermen are really catching the catfish. One 
group, that comes every other weekend, caught over six 
hundred catfish the last Saturday in June. They really 
know how to do it. 

We received a poem from one of our neighbors. She 
picked up the poem out of a newspaper. Here is a copy of 
the poem. I think you will enjoy it. 

THE OLD CANAL 
BY JOE EARLE 

Down in South Carolina, 
Where the South wind gently blows, 
At a place called Lands-Ford, 
Where Catawba River flows. 
You'll find an old canal. 
Which everyone methinks should see. 
Tho 'tis old and dilapidated, 
But a wonderful place to me. 

They had no tools in those days, 
Yet each stone is smooth and true. 
I certainly would like to have been there, 
Seeing the water rushing through. 
In fancy I see the ladies 
Dressed in old-fashioned billowy skirts, 
Making eyes at gay young fellows 
Who probably thought them awful flirts. 

I know it's small, weak, and imperfect, 
Compared to works of today. True, 
But back then it was a marvel, In 1822. 

April 30, 1939 

It really has a good deal of truth in it. We hope you 
will all come to see us soon. 

SESQUICENTENNIAL STATE PARK, Jim Meadors, 
Superintendent — Another July 4th has come and gone and 
we find we are ahead of last year's figures in almost every 
area. Though our swimming attendance is off a bit, revenue 
is up due to the price change. We had a lot of comment on 
the admission hike, but most people who come out to 
swim, do so. There was a marked increase in the number 
of season swim tickets sales. We even sold some this 
week on July 23rd. 50% of the ticket holders swim every 
day. The only decrease has been in the pedal boats, and 
that is partly due to "down time" as repairs are frequently 
necessary on our old boats. 

The swim classes are always popular but I think that the 
Adult Beginner Class is most worthy of comment. It was 
almost a Senior Citizen Class, and as two of the ladies 
arrived, one used a walking stick and the other used a 
stick and one crutch. One had surgery on her back in the 
past and one has a metal cup in her hip joint. Doctors had 
recommended swimming in both cases and neither could 
swim. After an hour's exercise in the water, they frequently 
return to the parking lot without the assistance of the 
crutch and canes. Their spirits are high and they com
ment daily on how much they enjoy it and the benefits 
they have received. We have one very nice lady who visits 
and goes into the water everyday. She is 78 years old. Our 
swim classes are conducted by our Water Safety Instructor, 
the cute and very capable Miss Barbara Watson, who com
mutes from Camden daily. 

Just watching and listening to people one hears the 
waterfront staff referred to as "Life Boys" and "Safe
guards," the baskets in the check room are called "racks," 
"trays" and "lockers." Many people ask about renting 
bathing suits. Does anyone rent swimwear anymore? 

Happenings at Sesqui include the taping of TV com
mercials on conservation and ecology by the South Carolina 
ETV crew and a cast of very talented students from the 
area. We were also interviewed the week of the July 4th 
by a TV news team and Sesqui had some nice film on a 
local TV station. We've had several baptisms in our 
swimming area and two weddings in August. 

Last Sunday we had the opportunity to re-visit a bit 
of the past as the Palmetto Chapter of the Model "A" 
Club met at the amphitheatre at Sesqui. Approximately 
20 antique cars were driven to the meeting and they were 
like a breath of yesteryear. Beautifully restored and pre
served they are much more valuable in collectors' circles 
than the cars being produced today. Among the Model "A" 
Fords was a Buick with a rumble seat and a special golf 
bag compartment, a Packard and a Morman. To qualify for 
an Antique license plate, a car must be 30 years old. 

At the last writing we had just lost a real good Ranger 
to Hamilton Branch and were looking for a replacement. We 
have been most fortunate again in obtaining the services 
of Mr. George R. "Rod" Corley, I'm sure he, his wife De
borah and daughter Melisa will be definite assets to 
our park system. "Rod" is a very conscientious worker and 
has been the object of much favorable comment from 
campers and park visitors in the three months he has been 
with us. We are delighted to have them in our park family 
and hope they are as pleased as we are. 

I appreciate the performance of our summer employees. 
The waterfront crew led by waterfront director, Steve Pot
ter, has been on top of the situation and made several 
rescues. The maintenance crew has done a terrific job in 
keeping the park presentable under most trying conditions. 
"Gus" Krajcik has done another fine job in training a new 
Ranger and supervising the maintenance activities. To each 
and everyone, my sincere thanks. 

I close with a plea to the weather man, for a little relief 
from so much rainfall. Our lovely green beach area is be
coming a smelly black mud marsh and the drain field 
and septic tank at the dump station is flowing in reverse. 
Into every life some rain must fall, (someone said) but this 
is getting ridiculous and hazardous to our health! 

Come see us when you can and keep smiling. 
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It Takes Two Hands. ... ! 

SAFETY TIP 
Keep both hands on a power saw when in 

use. If this is done, both hands will remain out 
of reach of the saw blade. The same theory holds 
true when using a hammer. If both hands are kept 
on the hammer, you will never strike your finger! 
(This safety tip was sent in by T. M. Shuler). 

"Fort Sesqui," the carpet golf course at the Columbia state park, 
has been the scene of many intense matches during the summer. 
The new look was provided by the Recreation Section and park per
sonnel. 
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PREACHERS 
IN THE 

A R K S . . .  

One of the biggest bargains for the South 
Carolina state park system is the summer mission 
program sponsored by the South Carolina Baptist 
Convention. Begun in the summer of 1970, this 
effort has evolved into an integral part of the 
recreation and nature programs. 

Arts and crafts, sing-a-longs, stunts and skits 
are but a few of the activities that the missionaries 
have contributed in addition to programs with a 
religious format. Bible stories for children and 
inter-denominational worship services have been 
well received by park visitors. One reason for 
the acceptance of these programs is that they are 
publicized in advance as religious programs. Park 
visitors attending these activities do not feel that 
religion is being forced on them. 

The role and image of the missionaries has 
been a matter of great concern for the Baptist 
Convention. Their idea of the function of the mis
sionaries is to provide programs as previously 
mentioned, and to be available to fill the spiritual 
and physical needs of anyone who approaches 
them. Thus far any apprehension in the minds of 
these officials has been unfounded. There have 
been no reports of park visitors being offended 
by these missionaries. 

Gary and Lily Stone conducting worship services at Hunting Island. 
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Missionaries were located this summer at Hick
ory Knob, Baker Creek, Hamilton Branch, Edisto 
Beach, Table Rock, Oconee, Paris Mountain, Hunt
ing Island and Santee State Parks. Three of these 
state parks—Edisto Beach, Hamilton Branch and 
Paris Mountain—offered recreation and nature 
programs this year only because of the volunteer 
work of the missionaries. These parks did not 
have recreators and naturalists assigned to them. 

Superintendent Eddie Miller of Paris Mountain 
was elated over the program. "These fellows con
ducted softball games, sing-a-longs, hikes, slide 
presentations and Sunday worship services," Mil
ler said. "When things got a little slow they came 
to me and asked for some work to do in the camp
ground," he remarked. 

"I cannot emphasize enough the impact that 
the campground ministry has made at Oconee 
State Park," said Superintendent Bob Cothran. 
"The missionaries have helped the Sunday wor
ship service at Oconee grow into the largest in 
the area during the summer months," Cothran 
added, "and it has not been unusual to have sever
al hundred persons attending these services." 

What does such a program cost PRT? Not a 
cent! The campground ministry program is 
financed completely by the South Carolina Bap
tist Convention, and the working relationship 
with this organization has been most rewarding. 
How does the SCBC measure the success of this 
effort? Staff member Phillip Cockrell had this to 
say: "We have certainly enjoyed working with 
the South Carolina state park system, and meas
ured the great success of the program in the smil
ing, happy faces of campers and other state park 
visitors." 

A special word of thanks is extended to Dr. 
E. C. Watson, Rev. Larry Bryson and Mr. Cockrell 
for their efforts in making the program what it is, 
and allowing PRT's Division of State Parks to 
share in its obvious success. 
DAN TURPIN 
Chie f  o f  Recrea t ion  

(NOTE: Our thanks to the following mission
aries who participated in the summer program: 
David Barrett and Marcus Bishop at Hickory 
Knob, Baker Creek and Hamilton Branch; Walter 
and Susan Ludwig at Edisto Beach; Allen Ray at 
Table Rock; David Sappenfield at Oconee; Gary 
Shoupe and Marshall Watkins at Paris Mountain; 
Gary and Lily Stone at Hunting Island; Randy 
Sansbury at Santee; and Charlie Blakely at Myrtle 
Beach. Mr. Blakely was sponsored by an inter
denominational ministerial association in Myrtle 
Beach. Ed.) 
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Maintenance Section 

Randy Sansbury, missionary at Santee State Park. 

Did You Know? 
There are 49 different areas administered by 

PRT's Division of State Parks. 
. . . 22 of these areas feature camping, picnick
ing and organized swimming areas. 
. . . 13 parks are open for public use but do not 
have all of the above facilities normally associated 
with a state park. 
. . .  4  state park areas are under construction 
and are not officially open for public use. 
. . . 5 new areas have been acquired but are not 
developed at this time. 
. . . 5 areas are small historic sites. 

"The yen to wreck and build anew betokens 
an outmoded view." Simply stated, today's re
quirements all demand conserving what one has 
on hand. Inspection may show that all is not 
beyond repair and might serve longer with proper 
maintenance. 

To most people, maintenance is little more than 
changing a light bulb, cleaning a comfort station 
or occasionally providing a coat of paint on a 
building. The importance of maintenance is often 
times not recognized, yet all of us are painfully 
aware of unsafe practices, loss of power, heat, or 
other utilities and a multitude of emergencies. 
These do not go unrecognized for very long. It 
is at these times that the importance of main
tenance becomes a reality. 

This is the reason for a Maintenance Section 
with the E & P Section of the Parks Division. To
day's maintenance section consists of eight men 
who, through the years working in the park sys
tem, have become specialists and skilled crafts
men. The task of a maintenance man is not only 
one of understanding his own job, but also one 
of tuning in on the total operation. He must keep 
abreast of new products, new methods and new 
ways of performing current services. 

Statistics show park attendance is on the 
upswing, as more people are getting out of their 
rocking chairs and homes in a search for the good 
life. The parks with fully developed recreational 
areas and other facilities are the ones that are 
receiving the most constant use. The park and 
maintenance personnel, in trying to cope with the 
task of keeping the parks clean, convenient and 
attractive for visitors, often find themselves in 
the same quandary as a mosquito in a nudist 
colony. He hardly knows where to begin! 

The maintenance and park crews have steadily 
through the years improved existing facilities 
and added new ones. Examples include renovat
ing the cabins at Oconee, Table Rock and Hunt
ing Island, remodeling concession stands, rewir
ing campgrounds, modernizing superintendent's 
and rangers' residences, and installing new water 
lines. 

The best maintenance, of course, is preventive 
maintenance. This reduces the number of repairs 
and in the long run will save money. The main 
objective of the maintenance section today is a 
better preventive maintenance program through 
planning and training. 
ANDREW KENNEDY 
Chief of Maintenance 
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The swimming area at Pleasant Ridge State Park. 

THE "YOU" IN RULE 
Believe it or not, safety rules by themselves 

cannot prevent accidents. Only YOU can! Safety 
rules were designed with your safety in mind, but 
it's up to you to put them into action. It's the 
"you" in rule that spells safety. Only you can 
prevent accidents by obeying all safety rules on 
your job. 

Five of the most frequent safety violations are 
improper lifting, the wearing of improper cloth
ing, cluttered aisles, passageways and stairs, 
spills of liquids and hidden hazards. Always use 
your legs, not your back, to lift heavy objects. 
Bend at the knees while keeping your back 
straight. Always dress properly for the job and 
avoid wearing impractical clothing and potential 
hazards such as watches, rings and other jewelry. 
Falls are a major cause of injury in the office as 
well as out on park property. Use handrails on 
stairs and take them one at a time. Never run, 
particularly in aisles or passageways. Always 
wipe up spilled liquids immediately, Don't "slip 
up" on the cleanup; someone could get hurt! 

Always remove any "hidden" hazards you 
spot, such as fire hazards, open drawers and wall 
projections. Get in the habit of returning tools 
and other materials to their proper place when 
not in use. 

All of us should follow ALL of the safety 
rules ALL of the time to insure that no one will 
be seriously injured on the job. 

ED BROWN 
Safe ty  and  Tra in ing  Of f i cer  
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State Park Interns . . . 

ON - THE - JOB TRAINING 
Five Recreation and Park Administration stu

dents will return to Clemson University this fall 
with a much better idea of what goes on in a state 
park. 

The five; David Fedak, Danny Robins, Robert 
Taylor, Robert Sullivan and Derrill Bibb, were all 
participants in the summer intern program which 
is conducted each year through the joint spon
sorship of Clemson University and the South 
Carolina Department of Parks, Recreation and 
Tourism. 

The five were picked out of a field of 23 to 
participate in the program. Making the selections 
were Dan Turpin and Charles Harrison, who 
themselves are products of the program. 

In addition to spending two weeks in the Co
lumbia Office, the group spent two weeks at 

Daily park duties include some that are guaranteed to keep you in 
shape. Robert Sullivan, Wyche Bryce (from Western Carolina Uni
versity) and Danny Robins spread sand around a newly-installed 
piece of playground equipment at Santee State Park. 

Oconee, Hunting Island, Santee and Kings Moun
tain State Parks with weekend duty at Sesqui-
centennial State Park. 

Chief of Recreation Dan Turpin, who coordi
nates the program, said the students were 
exposed to all phases of park activity. "This 
included park administration, maintenance, pro
grams, and plenty of grass cutting and clean-up 
details," he added. 

"There are some things that you just cannot 
experience in a classroom situation," said Turpin. 
"It's one thing to know how to set up work sched
ules and another to be confronted by an angry 
camper. My personal opinion is that the actual 
training that the intern receives is secondary in 
importance to his exposure to the situations and 
problems encountered by our park employees. By 
the end of the summer he should know whether 
or not the state park life style is for him." 

PRT's South Carolina State Parks Division has 
been conducting the program since 1969. Seven
teen persons on the staff have graduated from 
the Clemson RPA curriculum, 12 of whom did 
their intern training with the park system. 
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An Iowan's Opinion . . . 

NUTHIN' COULD BE FINER ... ! 

We will soon celebrate our second anniversary 
as South Carolinians; and being Iowa corn-fed, we 
would like to relate our feelings about the State. 

Having pictured South Carolina as a massive 
snake and alligator-infested swamp, we were re
lieved on entering Columbia to see the tips of 
McDonald's golden arches peeking through all the 
pine trees. 

How fortunate are the travelers and residents 
of South Carolina to have such a variety of land
scapes! The open space of the Midwest with its 
extensive rolling corn fields and seas of grains 
may be picturesque only to those who call it 
"home," but the beauty of the mountains, mid
lands, and seashore of South Carolina can be 
enjoyed by all. You may think that you are aware 
of our state's artistry, but can you imagine . . . 

having never seen the ocean? Seashells! 
Shrimpers and dolphins and a lighthouse! 
A special solitude we'd never known; 

or 
finding yourself in the mountains for the 
first time? Sunlit waterfalls and cool 
shaded streams. Rhododendrons, ferns 
and lichens. The "renewed" feeling of 
smelling the moist, deep green scent of 
the forest; 

or 
asking a waitress "What's grits?" 

South Carolina can boast its grandeur and its 
simple things, its wealth of heritage, and its 
friendly people. "It's a nice place to visit, but it's 
an even nicer place in which to live!" 
STAN AND JUDY BAUER 

(Stan is a State Park Planner, working in the State 
Park Division's Engineering and Planning Section.) 
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"Phil Donahue Show" 
Coming to Charles 

Towne Landing 

The nationally-syndicated Phil Donahue tele
vision show will be telecast from the Exhibit 
Pavilion at Charles Towne Landing the week of 
Sept. 22-26. 

The hour-long show, telecast live locally and 
taped for showing within l-to-4 weeks later across 
the country, is a variety-talk format that attracts 
top guests daily. Based in Chicago, it is frequently 
done "on location" at such sites as Miami Beach, 
Atlanta, Milwaukee and inside the Ohio Peniten
tiary. 

A product of Avco Broadcasting, the show 
was set for Charles Towne Landing after arrange
ments were cleared with the Department of Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism and its Executive Direc
tor, Fred Brinkman. 

Local arrangements have been made through 
WCBD-TV, the Charleston Channel 2 affiliate of 
State Telecasting Inc. 

The audience for each show will be limited 
to 500 people, with WCBD-TV handling ticketing 
for the audience and the Landing staff dealing 
with those visitors who want to come to the park 
"just to watch." 

The Phil Donahue Show is shown in more than 
50 markets throughout the United States, and 
CTL—as well as PRT and the Division of Parks— 
is highly enthusiastic over the prospects of the 
national exposure to be afforded Charles Towne 
Landing and the State of South Carolina. 

Photo from Seneca Journal and Tribune 

Fort Replica 
Donated 

Marshall W. Williams (left) of the University 

of Georgia, recently presented to Keowee-

Toxaway State Park a scale replica of old 

Fort Prince George, the famous British 

stronghold which once nestled on the banks 

of the Keowee River prior to the American 

Revolution. Williams and Assistant State 

Archaeologist John Combes excavated the 

original site before Lakes Keowee and Jocas-

see were impounded as part of the recent 

Duke Power Company development. Accept

ing the replica were Naturalist Peggy O'Neal 

and Park Superintendent John Rhodes. 

"iedUATtON & A JUMMfS HW* 
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STATE PARK TRIVIA 
Swimming area at Table Rock State Park 

1. What S. C. county contained one state park 
in 1970, three state parks in 1972, two in 
1974, and three in 1975? 

Charleston: Edisto Beach plus Hampton 
Plantation (1971) and CTL (1971). Edisto 
Island was recently annexed by Colleton 
County and Drayton Hall was purchased 
in 1975. 

2. What county contained one state park in 1936, 
two in 1955, four in 1972, and three in 1975? 

Greenville: Paris Mountain 1935, Pleas
ant Ridge 1950, Wildcat Wayside and 
Roper Mountain in 1971. (Roper Mountain 
is now administered by the county). 

3. What county contains four areas adminis
tered by PRT? 

Colleton — Edisto Beach, Givhans Ferry, 
Colleton and Issac Hayne. 

4. Two state parks have land located in three 
different counties. Can you name them? 

Woods Bay — Sumter, Florence and Claren
don. 

Musgrove's Mill — Spartanburg, Laurens, 
and Union. 

5. What two state parks contain land in two 
different counties? 

Givhans Ferry — Dorchester and Colleton 
Kings Mountain — York and Cherokee 

6. What county had no state parks in 1965 and 
now has three fully operational state parks? 

McCormick — Hickory Knob, Baker 
Creek and Hamilton Branch. 

7. What State Park contains the most buildings? 
What park is number two? 

Kings Mountain has 135 buildings; Cheraw 
has 109. 

8. Those two were easy! Now, can you name 
the next three according to number of build
ings? 

#3 Hamilton Branch with 99 (Ha, you 
forgot all those little restrooms)! 

#4 Santee with 90. 
#5 Myrtle Beach with 60. 
Number six is nearly a four way tie be

tween Table Rock (52), Hickory Knob 
(51), Oconee (50), and Hunting Island 
(49). 

NOTE: The above information was obtained 
from our insurance list and includes 
wells and lift stations but does not in
clude buildings currently under con
struction. 

JOE F. WATSON 
Chie f  Natura l i s t  

Page 44 PARK LITES 



Planned Progress . . . 

SCORP 
REVIEW 

Dr. Herbert Brantley, head of the Recreation 
and Parks Administration Department of Clemson 
University and Chairman of the SCORP Exchange 
Council, has announced that the Council has all 
but completed its work of revising the South Caro
lina Overall Recreation Plan (SCORP). This is the 
plan that sets state policy for recreation and pro
vides guidelines for local government and busi
ness in the field of recreation. 

"The Council not only serves to provide a plan
ning basis for recreation in the state," Dr. Brantley 
stated, "but also is used to qualify South Carolina 
for recreation funding through the U.S. Bureau of 
Outdoor Recreation." The Bureau is expected to 
provide approximately $2.4 million dollars for 
recreational development in South Carolina next 
year. Created by an executive order issued earlier 
this year by Governor James Edwards, the SCORP 
Exchange Council is a voluntary association of 
agencies, groups and individuals interested in 
improving and expanding recreation opportunities 
at all levels in South Carolina. The Council con
sists of 18 advisory committees, has more than 
500 individual members and is growing daily. 

Plans for such a broad-based citizens' council 
have been in the works for some time, but it was 
fortunate for South Carolina that it came into be
ing when it did. The South Carolina Department 
of Parks, Recreation and Tourism had envisioned 
a council-type of organization to advise it on recre
ation matters throughout the state, and began pre
liminary planning in late 1974. P.R.T. also has the 
responsibility for developing the South Carolina 
Overall Recreation Plan, and was in the process 
of completing the present five-year update when 
the Council was first being discussed. 

"Until now, SCORP has basically been the pro
duct of our professional planners because we did 
not have an adequate mechanism for broad-based 
input," stated P.R.T. Executive Director Fred 
Brinkman. The Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, upon 
learning of our plan for the Council, offered an ex
tension of the deadline for the present SCORP up
date if we could actively involve such a citizens' 
council in revamping the SCORP itself. Governor 
Edwards accepted this challenge and immediately 
began work to organize and formally establish the 
SCORP Exchange Council to get the job done. 

And the job has been accomplished. Since 
February of this year, the Council Board, the 
governing body of the Council and its 18 advisory 
committees, have held some 65 individual meet
ings to study and revise the SCORP. One advisory 
committee, the Council of Government and Other 
Planning District Advisory Committees, has volun
teered to rewrite an entire section of the plan. 
Myron Corley, the committee chairman, reports 
that his group has volunteered to participate with 
board members in a two-day working conference 
to complete improvements in the Recreation 
Standards section of the SCORP. "Our committee 
felt that this section could be rewritten in such a 
way as to make it much more useful to local recre-
ators and recreation agencies," Corley said. The 
committee convened the working conference in 
late August. 

While work on the plan has taken up the 
largest amount of time since it was established, 
the Council has already addressed itself to many 
other aspects of recreation for the state. The 
Federal and State Agencies' Advisory Committee 
is now planning an all-out effort to promote the 
joint use of public facilities in South Carolina. 
"Many public facilities and properties are being 
under-utilized at the present time," said Chairman 
Herbert Brantley, "Our Committee sees these 
facilities as a tremendous untapped recreation re
source and we hope that our promotional program 
will result in making these lands and facilities 
available to the public on an expanded scale for 
recreation and other uses," Brantley continued. As 
a case in point, Chairman Brantley pointed out 
that many public school facilities were not used 
after school hours and during the summer months, 
and he expressed the hope that the committee 
activities would result in the expanded use of such 
facilities for recreation purposes. 
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Bobby Altman (left) and Leonard Jones pose with the two Dober- The sentry dogsf which appear to be gentle pets, are trained to 
man pinscher sentry dogs that have been placed at the Service attack intruders who may attempt to "visit" the Center after hours, 
and Supply Center for security measures. The facility had been the 
target of several attempted break-ins, but no problems have de
veloped since the dogs were secured. 

First Florence County EFNEP Fun Day. More than 135 youths and 

leaders gathered at Lynches River State Park July 14. Utilizing the 

park facilities, EFNEP officials planned the day's activities so that 

program participants would be able to review what they had learned. 

The Expanded Food and Nutrition Program (EFNEP) is federally 

funded, but the program is administered by the Clemson University 

Extension Service. The youngsters learned about horses from mem

bers of the Florence County 4-H Horse Club and made good use of 

the park's recreation facilities and nature trail. A review session 

in the community building was held after a nutritional lunch was 

served. Two popular activities shown here were arts and crafts 

and basketball. (Clemson Extension Service photos) 

KLUi 
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New Personnel 
Rachel Langdon Secretary II Central Office 
Carter M. Thomas Ranger I Barnwell 
Michael T. Clark Ranger I Croft 
William A. Norris Ranger I Edisto 
Wayne W. Purvis Ranger I Edisto 
James Ray Sain Ranger I Hunting Island 
Moody R. Rutledge Ranger I Pleasant Ridge 
Philip Richardson Ranger I Santee 
William H. Crawford Ranger I Sadlers Creek 

Promotions And Transfers 
Charles C. Brady 
William E. Bullard 
Robert W. Wilson 
Frank Couch 
Steven R. Edison 
David W. Lewis 
Jefferson W. Moore 
James T. Creech 
Edward K. Nesbit 
Richard M. Garrison 
Billy G. Duncan 
Jerry Smith 

FROM 
Supt. II, Edisto Beach 
Supt. I, Lynches River 
Groundskeeper, Hickory Knob 
Ranger I, Hunting Island 
Ranger II, Myrtle Beach 
Ranger III, Huntington Beach 
Ranger II, Huntington Beach 
Ranger I, Barnwell 
Supt. I, Old Dorchester 
Asst. Supt., Myrtle Beach 
Ranger I, Myrtle Beach 
Ranger I, Lee 

TO 
to Supt. I, Old Dorchester 
to Supt. II, Edisto Beach 
to Ranger I, Hickory Knob 
to PMA, Hunting Island 
to Ranger III, Hunting Island 
to Asst. Supt., Myrtle Beach 
to Ranger III, Huntington Beach 
to Ranger I, Lee 
to Supt. I, Lynches River 
to Pier Mgr. I, Myrtle Beach 
to Ranger II, Myrtle Beach 
try Rancrpr T MVrtlp Rparh 

Resignations 
Bobby E. Underwood 
Ira M. DeKoven 
Kenneth L. Childress 
James W. Stockman 

David E. Bailey 
Bruce H. Riley 
Olin T. Bundrick 
Thomas E. Poe 

Julius A. Nichols, Jr. 
Bobby D. Quinn 
Morris D. Shelton 
John McClellan 
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Division Of State Parks 

Ray M. Sisk 
Kenneth O. Kolb 
Norman B. Cooler 
Horace Craig 
Robert G. Jones 
Charlie F. Parkman 
Robert J. Papenfus 
Franpes McElveen 
Pearce Thomson 
Leonard Jones 
Dana L. Sawyer 
Michael C. Stevens 
Mike Foley 
Ray Sigmon 
Nancy Hook 
Robert C. Brooks 
Dan Turpin 
Charles Harrison 
Joe F. Watson 
Dennis Gunter 
Ralph Rabon 
James B. King 
Merl Rhodes 
Edmond Brown 
Walter Branham 
Andrew Kennedy 
Ernest M. Hall 
William C. Lucas 
Heyward Bouknight 
Dave Wright 
Stan Bauer 
Archie G. Moore, Jr. 
Lorine W. Davis 
Barbara T. Riley 
Jackie Wood 
Rachel Langdon 
Susan Fowler 

State Park Director 
Assistant State Park Director 
District Superintendent 
District Superintendent 
District Superintendent 
District Superintendent 
Programs Coordinator 
Chief of Operations 
Engineering and Planning Coordinator 
Superintendent, Service & Supply Center 
Information and Education Officer 
Information and Education Assistant 
Chief Historian 
Historic Researcher 
Historic Research Coordinator 
Historic Research Coordinator 
Chief of Recreation 
State Park Recreator 
Chief Naturalist 
State Park Naturalist 
Chief of Merchandising 
Concessions Supervisor 
Concessions Supervisor 
Safety and Job Training Officer 
Assistant Superintendent, Service & Supply Center 
Chief of Maintenance 
Assistant Chief of Maintenance 
Chief of Construction 
State Park Engineer 
State Park Planner 
State Park Planner 
Draftsman 
Staff Assistant, Columbia Office 
Secretary, Columbia Office 
Secretary, Columbia Office 
Secretary, Columbia Office 
Secretary, Service & Supply Center 

Page 48 PARK LUES 



From the editor.. . 

Nothing But a Jar of Murky Ocean Water 

Our family storage room at 2818 Kirkwood 
Drive is a fairly orderly array of paint cans, clean
ing materials, tennis racquets, tools and canned 
goods. Hidden away on a high shelf is a plastic 
jar half-filled with a cloudy-looking liquid. If I 
were to die today and you were cleaning out my 
storage room tomorrow, this jar would obviously 
be one of the first things you'd throw away. 
However, it means something very special to me. 

Last summer a lovely lady from California 
by the name of Ann Maron took this jar to a 
stretch of Pacific coast near her home and filled 
it with ocean water. A few days later she stored 
it carefully in the sidecar attached to her BMW 
motorcycle and rode-cross-country to attend a 
national BMW rally at Table Rock State Park. The 
fact that this lady in her mid-fifties had recently 
undergone two major operations made the cross
country trek even more of a challenge. However, 
the challenge was met head-on and conquered, 
and some of that water was poured into the lake 
at Table Rock State Park in a simple but meaning
ful ceremony. 

The rest of that water from the Pacific Ocean 
can be found in my storage room. 

Dreams are ingredients that add zest to living, 
and I have my share. One of my dreams is to 
carry that jar of water back across the United 
States and dump it back in the Pacific Ocean. I 
might even flavor the mixture with some water 
from the Atlantic, but the trip would definitely 
be made on a BMW motorcycle, with my wife 
Lynn sharing in the experience. There is a gorge
ous section of California coast at Point Lobos 
State Reserve that I want to show her, plus 
numerous other places that are still vivid in my 
memory from a bike trip in 1973. 

I have other dreams tucked away in my back 
pocket, but I wanted to share this one with you. 
I hope that you have a pocketful of your own, my 
friend. Sit back for a moment and ask yourself 
this question . . . "Is there something that I have 
wanted to do, some place that I have wanted to 
visit?" You might even want to scribble out a list 
to refresh your memory. Don't throw that list 
away, but put in a corner of a drawer where you 
can drag it out now and then to review your 
progress. 

I am suggesting that you translate some of 

your dreams into action. Yesterday I had lunch 
with Jim Leagan, a friend and former business 
associate who has just returned from a trip to 
Alaska. He, his wife and two children loaded a 
tent and other assorted necessities into a VW 
van and embarked upon a forty-day, 14,000-mile 
journey. The trip had been in the planning stages 
for four years, and in 1975 their dream became 
reality! Jim said that most of their friends thought 
they were crazy to attempt such a trip, but some 
admitted that they wished they had the guts to 
tackle a similar project! 

There is a tremendous feeling of exhilaration 
as you cross one of your dreams off the list. You 
did make a list, didn't you? Julie, our 13-year old 
daughter showed me a two-sentence filler in the 
August issue of Readers' Digest. Written by a 12-
year old youngster by the name of Scott Fortini, 
it is titled "A Star" and it goes like this: "I saw 
a star, I reached for it, I missed. So I accepted 
the sky." Translating your dreams into reality 
can result in similar discoveries for you! It may 
not be found on the Alcan Highway or along the 
California coast, but it begins when you sit down 
and take a moment to make a list. You haven't 
forgotten about that list, have you? 

The happy faces of state park visitors reveal 
that they are in the process of enjoying life and 
doing some of the things that are important to 
them. A person's occupation wasn't meant to be 
a thirty-hour a day, eight-day a week activity! 
How many people do you see wandering through 
life as if they're just waiting around for their 
death certificate? When you work, work hard, but 
develop an interest in some hobby and find time 
to play hard as well! Just as you should look 
forward to getting to the office or your place of 
business in the morning, you should look forward 
with equal enthusiasm to getting to the tennis 
court, a state park or that distant mountain in 
California or Alaska. 

I have one wish for all of you . . . may you 
LIVE all the days of your life! Isn't it about time 
that you looked at that list again? Isn't it about 
time that you started crossing off some of those 
dreams? 

DANA L. SAWYER 
Editor 
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What can be more fun than a friendly tug-of-war in a cool mountain stream? These young
sters were captured on film by our roving photographer at Paris Mountain State Park 
near Greenville. 


