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From the Director 

Each year we welcome hundreds of thousands 
of people into one of the finest state park systems 
in the world. Our job is to help them find what 
they came for . . . information, relaxation, recre
ation, and, perhaps, some inspiration, too. 

Many of these people are "regular customers," 
while others are "first-timers." To all, an un
familiar regulation or the location of a new camp
ing area can cause a clamor of questions. Your 
job is to answer these questions . . . correctly, 
skillfully, courteously . . . and even soothingly, 
upon occasion. 

To these park visitors, YOU are the state parks 
system! Whether they confront you picking up 
trash in the picnic area or cleaning out a comfort 
station in the camping area, your appearance, the 
things you say and how you say them will help 
these visitors to decide what kind of a system 
we have. 

You have a lot going for you, so stand tall 
and be proud! First, you are in uniform, so wear 
it well. Second, park visitors are looking for you. 
Unlike the door-to-door salesman, they've already 
bought what you're selling . . . the park. Thirdly, 
the visitor is out for a good time and will be re
ceptive to anyone who can help. 

You have a big advantage in that you are 
dealing with people at rest and not at work. They 
are looking for relaxation and rejuvenation, and 
are therefore much easier to deal with than those 
caught up in the nine-to-five rat race of making 
a living. They slave and sweat for fifty weeks, 
each year and you are fortunate in having them 
during the precious two weeks that ajx^armarked "vacati°n-" STfji 
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Vacation trips are often remembered for years, 
if not for a lifetime. You can help to shape the 
enjoyment of a visitor's trip, so make use of the 
few moments that you have while communicating 
with him or her. Before you speak a word, your 
uniform and that big smile on your face (you do 
have one, don't you?) have said a great deal about 
the fun that abounds at a South Carolina state 
park. Did you realize that your own pleasant 
words to a visitor often brightens your own day? 
It works both ways! 

It's not just what you say, but how you say 
it. Sure, you may have been up until 3 a.m. with 
a crying youngster at home and the roof in the 
kitchen leaked during a rainstorm earlier that 
night and ruined the barrel of grits that you had 
just bought, etc., etc., etc. We all have problems 
but somehow we must leave them behind when we 
go to work and keep a pleasant smile and maintain 
a cheerful, helpful attitude. 

Communications do not take place when two 
people are talking at the same time . . . one per
son needs to listen. Someone said that when you 
are talking, you are not learning anything new. 
You are just repeating something that you already 
know. So, learn to be a good listener and you may 
learn something new in the process! 

The image of our state parks system is the 
sum total of the image that each of us projects as 
we go about our daily tasks. In the taxpayer's 
view, whenever you're in uniform you're on duty. 
It follows that your conduct should be exemplary 
while in uniform. You ARE somebody special, and 
park visitors expect dignity, sincerity, dedication 
and friendliness from the person who wears it. 

In summary, service to park visitors can in
crease his pleasure in your park, and may result 
in his visiting other parks in the system. Try to be 
cheerful, even at the end of a long day, and YOU 
will be the real winner. 

Wouldn't you like for the lady that you just 
talked with to think the following about you . . . 
"Nice guy, wasn't he? He really had the answers, 
and seemed to enjoy his work." 

The excerpts from visitors to South Carolina 
state parks (listed elsewhere in this issue) are 
proof that people do appreciate acts of kindness 
and concern in dealing with everyday problems. 
As a park employee, no greater reward can come 
to you than for such a letter to be written by a 
park visitor. 

Let's keep those cards and letters coming . . .! 
RAY M. SISK 
State Parks Director 
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Profile: 
PET 
Commissioner 

JAMES DeVORE McNAIR 

Bora and raised in the Kitchings Mills section of Aiken 
County. 

Education: Graduate of Saliey High School, Salley, S. C. 
Attended Clemson College and the University 

of South Carolina 
Graduate of the Banking School of the South, 

Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, La. 
Completed Cannon Associates' two year Trust 

School, Brevard Junior College, Brevard, 
North Carolina 

After service in the 101st Airborne Division of the U. S. 
Army, returned to Kitchings Mill to farm and operate a 
general merchandise store. Banking career began as a tel
ler in the Farmers and Merchants Bank, Aiken, S. C. in 
1946. Present position is President and Director of the 
Farmers and Merchants Bank. 
Married to the former Lorraine S. Carlisle of Harts-
ville, S. C. The McNairs have three children; Sylvia, married 
to David M. Ratchford and living in Columbia, Carlisle 
James, living in Aiken; Ruthanne, attending Presbyterian 
College in Clinton; and one grandchild, Melissa M. Ratch
ford. 
Member and Trustee of the First Baptist Church of Mont-

morenci 
Member of Commission of Department of Parks Recreation 

and Tourism, representing the Third Congressional 
District 

Member of the Lower Savannah Regional Planning and 
Development Council and past chairman. 

Commissioner for Aiken County Water & Soil Conserva
tion District 

President — Montmorenci-Couchton Water & Sewer Dis
trict, Inc. 

President & Trustee of Friends of Hopelands, Inc. 
Chairman — South Carolina-Georgia Nuclear Courtcil 
Director — Rose Hill Art Center 

Member of the New Central Business District Revitalization 
Committee 

Member of the Advisory Board of Aiken Technical Educa
tion Center 

Member of State Rural Development Advisory Council 
In the banking field; 

Chairman of S. C. Bankers Association Legislative 
Committee 

Director of Independent Bankers Association and a 
member of the Legislative Committee 

S. C. Bank Chairman for the National 4-H Foundation 
Member and Past President of Georgia-Carolina Chap

ter, Bank Administrative Institute 
Member of: 

Aiken Lions Club and Past President 
Aiken Business Men's Club and Past President 
Post #26, American Legion 
Voiture #1177 "40 & 8" 
Aiken Chamber of Commerce 
Aiken County Farm Bureau 
The Pinnacle Club — Augusta, Georgia 
Highland Park Country Club, Aiken 
The Outing Club, Aiken 
The Cotillion, Aiken 
Green Boundary Club, Aiken 
Palmetto Golf Club, Aiken 
Houndslake Country Club, Aiken 

Past offices held in banking field: 
Past President of South Carolina Bankers Association 
Past Director of the Young Bankers Association, a di

vision of SCBA 
Past State Vice President of the American Bankers As

sociation 
Past Member of Governing Council of American Bank

ers Association 
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It has been a source of great personal satis
faction to me to have served as a commissioner 
ever since PRT was reorganized in 1967. 

First, I have witnessed the growth of our 
State park system to its present excellent posi
tion. Today, there is a State park within easy reach 
of every State resident, offering fine facilities for 
enjoyable, healthful recreation. And this develop
ment has protected and preserved our environ
ment and natural resources for present and future 
generations. 

As a banker, I may be pardoned for taking 
special pride in the prudent exercise of fiscal 
responsibility by the PRT Commission. We have 
presented a realistic, practical budget without 
bargaining leverage. There have been times when 
we have wanted larger capital outlays for more 
rapid expansion of facilities but we have scru
pulously considered the State's overall financial 
abilities. 

In this respect, the Commission has contri
buted to the State's financial condition and helped 
to maintain the AAA bond rating which is so vital 
to State financing. And, as you know, PRT ob
tains money from allocations from bond sales as 
well as from State budget appropriations, Federal 
assistance and PRT revenues. It is important to comment on one aspect of 

the present budget request. The original budget 
was cut and another reduction is under considera
tion. We are faced with difficult economic con
ditions. But one proposal may be to eliminate 
PRT advertising. This modest promotional fund 
is estimated to have produced $71 million dollars 
in tax revenues from tourism last year. Advertis
ing brought some 250,000 requests for PRT "trip 
kits" and it is estimated that 60 to 65 per cent 
of these families visited the State, only one 
measure of advertising results. For every dollar 
spent by tourists, the ripple effect throughout the 
State economy is multiplied 19 or 20 times. To 
halt this promotion now would be false economy. 

The financial institutions in our State play 
an important part in the promotion of recreation 
and tourism by employing their loanable funds to 
businesses that cater to these needs and require
ments. Also they finance automobiles, recreation 
equipment, boats, motors, trailers and other 
recreation equipment necessary to travel and out
door life. Loans are also available for vacation 
purposes and savings plans for those individuals 
who plan for their vacations in advance. Banks 
also contribute directly through the purchase of 
State bonds and some of these funds are channeled 
to PRT for capital improvements for our present 
facilities and new facilities. 
JAMES D. MCNAIR 
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From 
The 
Directorate 

All indications are that our state parks will 
be very busy this summer, which is a pleasant 
switch from our fears of a few months ago that 
the slowing of the economy and a shortage of 
gasoline would adversely affect state park at
tendance, especially by visitors from out-of-state. 

Our tourist information section has been up 
to its ears this spring in mail from people who 
are planning to vacation in South Carolina this 
year. The volume has risen above all previous 
record levels. In fact, we have received more in
quiries since January (157,000) than we received 
during all of last year (133,000). The grand total 
of this year should be about 250,000 inquiries. 

Visitations to our state tourist welcome cen
ters have been running double of the rate of a year 
ago. Hotels and motels that advance reservations 
are pouring in at a record clip. Employment figures 
for travel-serving firms across the state have been 
expanding this spring, to become about the only 
bright spots on the Employment Security Com
mission tabulations. 

Across the nation and within the state, people 
have been altering their vacation plans. The re
sults of our own research show a clear trend to
ward shorter distances. People are not driving 
as far as they used to on vacation trips, and they 
are staying longer in one place, rather than a few 
days here and a few there. 

Because South Carolina is relatively close to 
some of the most heavily populated sections of 
the nation, these shifts in travel habits have 
worked in our favor. People have not forsaken 
their vacation plans, but instead have decided to 
reduce the distance involved. For instance, a 
family living in the Ohio Valley would be more 
likely to vacation in South Carolina than in Flori
da. 

We also know that our own citizens will be 
vacationing in their home state in greater numbers 
this year, for the same reason. One good indication 
of that trend was the flood of applications we 
received for park cabin reservations. Another has 
been the very strong attendance pattern in the 
parks this spring. 

We of PRT welcome both of these trends, of 
course. More visitors to the parks means more 
work for staff, but we believe in the oft-quoted 
phrase that "parks are for people" and we know 
that greater use of the state parks system quickly 
translates into better public support for the system. 
FRED P. BRINKMAN 
Executive Director 
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State Park Campers... 

Where They Come From And Why... 

Our office recently received a computer print
out of camping usage at our state parks for the 
year 1974. This report has summarized the in
formation that each camper writes on his camp
ing receipt; his state of residence, how many days 
he plans to stay, the number of people in his 
party, the type of camping unit and whether or 
not it is self-contained. Such information can be 
useful to us as we plan renovation and expansion 
of facilities and programs for campers and other 
state park users. 

For example, we can determine where camp
ers come from and what distances they are 
willing to travel. More than half of last year's 
campers visiting South Carolina state parks . . . 
53%, to be exact . . . came from right here in 
South Carolina. This amounted to 155,807 of the 
total of 292,859 campers. Other states ranking 
high behind the Palmetto State were: North 
Carolina, 11.3%; Georgia 6%; Florida, 3.7%; 
Ohio, 3.6%; New York, 2.5% and Virginia, 2.3%. 

Our state park system had a capacity of 
780,005 site days last year (2,137 campsites mul
tiplied by 365 days). Our sites were occupied a 
total of 149,048 site days last year, giving us a 
19.1% occupancy rate on a year-round basis, or 
one out of every five campsites occupied. We are 
finding that more and more campers are enjoying 
our states in the so-called "off-season" from Labor 
Day to Memorial Day. Camping is fast becoming 
a year-round form of recreation, and we expect 
that our percentage of occupancy will continue to 
increase. 

Last summer our campsites had an occupancy 
rate of 43 to 44 percent during June, July and 
August. In addition to the fact that nearly one-half 

of our campsites were occupied on a daily basis, 
this also means that one-half of our campsites 
were not occupied during the summer months! 
Campers desiring a more secluded site than those 
at the popular coastal and mountain parks can 
find them, and we plan to continue spreading the 
word that such places are available. 

Tents continue to be the most popular form 
of "home away from home," contrary to what 
many people would think. The types of campers 
totalled as follows: tents, 31.2%; travel trailers, 
30%; tent trailers, 20%, motor homes, 9.5% and 
pickup campers, 9.3%. It seems that many people 
are finding that there is a challenge in having 
a maximum of fun with a minimum investment. 
We need to take these factors into consideration 
as we build campgrounds and renovate existing 
camping areas. 

The number of self-contained campers . . . 
those with heating, lighting and waste disposal 
facilities . . . amounts to 33% or one in three 
units. We get many compliments concerning the 
installation in recent years of waste disposal sta
tions at the entrance to all family camping areas 
in our state parks. 

In summary, statistics of all type of state park 
usage are not just meaningless information to 
gather dust in a file cabinet. It is extremely use
ful information that gives us insight into what 
state park visitors need and want in the way of 
facilities. 

After all, that's our job . . . providing facili
ties for the enjoyment of all people! 

K. O. KOLB 
Assistant State Park Director 
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District I 

This past fall and winter has seen much con
struction and maintenance activity as follows: 
A. HUNTING ISLAND 

1. Completion of 100 additional campsites 
with four comfort stations, water and elec
trical hook-ups and dump station. 

2. Moving of check station prior to construc
tion of new trading post. Filled and cleared 
area to move present trading post to day 
use area to be used as refreshment conces
sion. 

3. Extensive repairs and remodelling to sever
al cabins, including moving Cabin #12 to 
new location. 

4. Construction of 8" water line of approxi
mately 14,000 feet now in progress with 
maintenance crew and park personnel. 

5. U.S. Corps of Engineers progressing with 
third beach renourishment project at a cost 
of nearly $1,000,000. 

6. Construction of new workshop. 
7. Sandblasting and painting of Lighthouse 

interior and exterior. 
B. MYRTLE BEACH 

1. New carpet and repainting of carpet golf 
course. 

2. Replacing of rotten decking on fishing pier. 
3. Construction of two new comfort stations 

in progress. 
4. Construction of new sewage disposal sys

tem in campground. 
5. Removal of approximately 200 beetle 

damaged trees from campground and many 
more from other parts of park. 

6. Extensive repairs to swimming pool to cor
rect deteriorated lines. 

C. HUNTINGTON BEACH 
1. Additional drilling on main water system 

to correct cave-in. 
2. Extensive clearing and landscaping of both 

campgrounds. 
3. Upgrading of sewer system in new camp

ground in progress. 
4. Extensive painting of buildings. 
5. Extensive salvaging of beetle damaged 

timber. 
6. Running of approximately 1400 feet of 4" 

water line. 
D. EDISTO BEACH 

1. Replacing of carpet on carpet golf course. 
2. Construction of crabbing dock. 
3. Repairs to cabins and bathhouse. 

E. HAMPTON PLANTATION 
1. Extensive clearing and landscaping of 

gardens. 
2. Restoration work on mansion. 

F. GIVHANS FERRY 
1. Additional bedroom on Ranger's residence. 
2. Wiring and installing of heaters in comfort 

station. 
G. RIVERS BRIDGE 

1. Extensive repairs to swimming pool. 
2. Clearing and landscaping of grounds. 

H. OLD DORCHESTER 
1. Extensive repairs to Ranger's residence 

due to damage. 
I. COLLETON 

1. Painting of buildings. 
2. General maintenance of equipment and 

grounds. 

Norman B. Cooler 
District I Superintendent 
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CHARLES TOWNE LANDING, E. Pat Joyce, Public 
Relations/Special Events — The 4-H Clubs of America 
once had a slogan: "To Make The Best Better." 

There is no "best" involved; we like to think that we're 
all in the business together. But the staff at Charles Towne 
Landing has been working over the winter and spring to 
make it "better," and the improvements are obvious. 

In no particular order or ranking, here is a list of major 
improvements or changes: 

Construction was started on the Timothee Print ShflB.,. 
in the Crafts Area. The building was dedicated on Feb. 28 
at the winter meeting of the South Carolina Press Associa
tion. The SCPA held its awards luncheon in the Geodesic 
Dome at the Landing. 

The Print Shop is named in honor of Elizabeth Timothy 
(Timothee), the first woman newspaper publisher in the 
United States. It will ultimately be outfitted with period 
machinery and will be a working shop, printing brochures 
and posters for Landing use. 

One of the most obvious changes has been in the Snack 
Bar where colorful new booths have replaced a number of 
tables formerly used. In addition, a ceramic tile floor and 
new panelling was installed and other improvements made. 

A major venture took place aboard the ketch "Adven
ture," which was overhauled with new decking and other 
vital work. 

Out of the public eye, but vitally important neverthe
less was the installation of new sewage and plumbing at 
the home of Dr. and Mrs. Joseph I. Waring, former owners 
of the property that is now Charles Towne Landing. At 
the old swimming pool — long since filled in — the pool 
house was remodelled and stained, and now used for 
storage of gardening equipment. 

A new feature that will mean much to the casual Land
ing visitor is the Animal Forest exit. The former exit trail, 
that came out adjacent to the Geodesic Dome, was rerouted 
to the south and now comes out near the Animal Forest 
entrance. The new set-up makes it possible for the visitor 
on a bicycle to leave his bike in a rack and not have to 
walk a lengthy distance to retrieve it. 

Included in the building of the new exit path was a 
handsome wooden bridge over a marshy area just below 
the exit. 

Another of the more obvious changes in progress at the 
Landing is the remodelling of the trailers hauled by the 
"Carolina Queen" in hourly cart tours through the park. 
The work being done will give the trailers a "new look" 
and, hopefully, increase their use. 

In terms of numbers of visitors to the Landing this 
spring, the word is good. But, then, good is never good 
enough. Tourism in general in the Charleston area is on the 
upswing, and Charles Towne Landing has been fortunate 
to attract its share of both the out-of-staters and native 
South Carolinians alike. 

Looking ahead, the big day — as it is annually — is 
July 4. The yearly celebration will include entertainment, 
good food and will be capped off by the now-traditional 
gigantic fireworks show at 9 p.m. that night. 

Come see us! 

COLLETON STATE PARK, James W. Stockman, Super
intendent — Colleton has had a very busy winter. The un
employment situation hasn't stopped vacations. Traffic 
has been backed up a half mile or more past the park at 
times. 

There have been many groups of canoeists this spring. 
The river has started to drop, so perhaps the fishing will 
improve soon. 

EDISTO BEACH STATE PARK, Cliff Brady, Superin
tendent — Things here at Edisto Beach have started with 
a bang. Easter was the beginning, with the campground 
filling up early Wednesday afternoon and staying full 
through Sunday. The highlight of the weekend was when a 
100-pound bale of marijuana washed up on the beach. 
This happened on Friday night and caused quite a stir. 
The story was carried that night on TV and Saturday 
morning there were a lot of people from Charleston watch
ing the surf come in! 

This past winter has been a busy one for us. We have 
remodeled cabins #3 & 4 and converted them into two-
bedroom cabins. This now gives us three two-bedroom 
cabins. The carpet golf has been recarpeted and a lot of 
the rotten boards around it replaced. One of the larger 
undertakings this past winter has been the rewiring of 
most of the Park. Almost all of the facilities have been 
gone over and the wiring brought up to code. A crabbing 
dock for the cabin users is being completed at this time 
and it is expected to get a lot of use this season. 

Edisto Beach had a new Ranger position assigned this 
past December. The position was filled by Bruce Riley 
from Charleston. Bruce is living in his mobile home in the 
campground and is now our resident camper. 

In closing, we wish everyone good luck in the coming 
season. 

GIVHANS FERRY STATE PARK, John B. Holloway, 
Superintendent — Summer is here again but it seems only 
a short while since last year. A conversation was over
heard between two park visitors that the Charleston area 
has only two seasons of the year — Summer and Winter. 
This I can readily agree with as a result of the mild 
winter we experienced this year. The visitors in the park 
all year proved the point. The weather could be bad and 
a sunny day broke through and the people would come 
from everywhere. The crowds have been tremendous all 
year. 

The cabins have been popular all winter — at least one 
was rented each week — even at Christmas time and 
New Year's day. Camping has been good also and we have 
had several camping clubs to come in. A club from Charles
ton spent New Year's Eve and Day here, which we en
joyed very much. Very recently a church group from 
Peirpont Baptist Church visited the park for the week
end. Reverend Lee, the pastor, held his Sunday School 
and church services here with a bar-b-que dinner after
wards. On Saturday night and Sunday afternoon the con
gregation and all park visitors and park families were 
entertained with different singing groups, which were en
joyed very much. 

I would like to to take this opportunity to thank Mr. 
Cooler for the cooperation he has given me and for the 
much needed advice since coming to Givhans Ferry. Also, 
a big thank you to my ranger Charles Cumbee for all the 
hard work he has done and for the understanding he has 
shown through the early spring days as the crowds war
rant it in relinquishing his weekends to help patrol the 
park. We are just about ready for the big summer rush and 
we hope it will be an enjoyable one. 
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HAMPTON PLANTATION STATE PARK, Bud Klein, 
Superintendent — We are still having an ever-increasing 
amount of visitors to Hampton — educators, authors, ar
tists, museum curators, historians, architects and stu
dents — in fact, very interesting people from every walk 
of life. Our winter work schedule was accomplished by 
completing the cleaning and clearing of all our gardens, 
lining the walkways with sawdust, and cleaning and mow
ing the avenues and lawns. This allowed us to permit 
two annual lowcountry plantation spring tours to use 
Hampton on their itineraries, the first time in 18 years to 
be seen on tour. Mike Foley, my wife and I hosted around 
500 people on April 5th with the McClellansville topr and 
on April 12th, my'wffe 'and I"hosted some 1100 people on 
a. Georgetown tour from the Prince George Winvah 
Episcopal Church. Their enthusiasm was almost unbeliev
able. Of course, Hampton was in all its splendor and 
beauty — the azaleas, camellias and dogwood were ex
tremely colorful. To share this beauty with others was 
indeed a pleasure. 

In addition to the tours, we've had one radio program 
taped here and presented over the Bob Jones University 
station in Greenville; a video program by the Heritage 
Trust, used in a documentary over El V April 22nd with 
Will Alston, our groundskeeper; a video filming by the 
Yale University Art Gallery for usage in a Bicentennial' 
presentation to be in faris and Warsaw.and a film
ing by the Mint Museum of Charlotte, North Carolina. 
PRT Historians Mike Foley and Ray Sigmon, park per
sonnel from Huntington Beach, Givhans, Old Dorchester 
State Parks and we here at Hampton have removed most 
of the old plaster from the inside of the mansion in order 
to do further research of the structure and begin restora
tion in the future. This is a dirty but necessary and most 
rewarding job. On the days of the tours we were allowed 
to open three rooms to the public and 7 out of 10 of the 
people viewing expressed similar comments as this one 
made by Miss Delhom, Curator of the Delhom Gallery & 
Institute of Charlotte, N. C. — "If is a jny tn he able to see 
what those 18th century craftsmen did in structural work 
for a great hoijsp Pepping into.the. past is indeed a pleas
ure." Everyone was so pleased with the care, thoroughness 
and dedication with which RRX is restoring Hampton. 
They are genuinely looking forward to the ultimate re
sults in the future and expressed definite plans for re
turning time and time again. 

Last, but not least, may I personally thank Mr. Cooler 
for his aid, guidance and assistance in all of our endeavors 
here. 

HUNTING ISLAND, Glenn Farr, Assistant Superinten
dent — Spring has sprung and Hunting Island State Park 
is a very busy place. Sunbathers have begun to line the 
beaches from the campground to the cabin area. This is 
going to be a very busy summer and our park visitors 
should enjoy the improvements that have been made this 
year. 

The completion of the new 100-site campground is one 
of most important projects and the campers seem to be 
well pleased with this facility. We now have a total of 
200 campsites and this should help very much; however, 
if the Easter weekend was a preview of how this summer 
will be it looks as though we may have to turn campers 
away again due to full campground. We want to thank 
all of those people concerned for completing this facility 
before the Easter weekend. 

The new water system for the park cabins is a major 
improvement and I am sure it will greatly increase the 
pleasure of a vacation at Hunting Island State Park. The 
installation of this eight-inch water line is quite an endea
vor. Ernie Hall, T. M. Schuler, L. M. Kemmerlin, Charlie 
Walters and Rangers Lon Martin and Jake Gooch are 
presently doing a fine job and should have this project 
completed before June 1. 

Cabin #7 was completely remodeled and four other 
cabins received exterior painting. The park crew painted 
and made repairs to the interior of other cabins and park 
buildings. 

The U. S. Army Corps of Engineers is presently re-
nourishing the beach to improve our swimming and beach 
areas. This new sand will cover the stumps and other 
debris the beach erosion has exposed. This project is ac
complished by a dredge located in Fripp Inlet that is pump
ing sand and water through an 18 inch steel pipeline. 

Congratulations go to Mike and Karen Hughes on the 
birth of a baby girl and Mike's promotion to Ranger II. We 
would like to welcome Ranger Kenneth Childress to Hunt
ing Island and wish him a long and prosperous career 
with PRT. 

One of the events of the summer will be the celebra
tion of the birthday of the Lighthouse on Saturday, June 
28. The U. S. Marine Corps band will perform at the 
festivities. 

We would like to thank the people responsible for these 
improvements to Hunting Island State Park and wish all 
the parks a successful season and may God bless us all 
with a safe one. 

Hunting Island camping area 100 additional sites 

HUNTINGTON BEACH STATE PARK, Van Stickles, 
Superintendent — The north campground looks completely 
different now that we finished underbrushing between and 
around the campsites. Most comments are favorable 
regarding fewer mosquitoes and more room to get around. 
The well has finally been fixed after a year of trouble and 
our water supply now comes from 702 feet down! 

Spring fishing has been slow, but just wait till Fall! 
So far park visitation has been up about 25% from last 
year with camping up the same amount. We have had 
several capacity crowds already this season. It seems that 
everyone wants to work this year, as we have been flooded 
with applications for summer employment. This is a com
plete reversal from last year. We welcome rangers John 
McClellan and wife Nancy; George Gordon, wife Diane, and 
children George J. and Katherine. Both are fine additions 
to our park family. 
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MYRTLE BEACH STATE PARK, Robert J. Turner, 
Superintendent — Since Easter we have been having good 
crowds of campers and day use visitors. Our cabins are 
booked until Labor Day. Everyone is here to enjoy the 
sun and that has meant a lot of "red people." We had two 
Easter sunrise services on the beach, with good crowds at 
both of these services. One was conducted by the Chaplain 
at the Air Force Base and another by a local church in 
Myrtle Beach. The sun was really pretty coming up over 
the ocean, and it was a most enjoyable experience. 

Construction is underway on two much-needed new 
comfort stations in the park. The contractor hopes to have 
these completed by June. We are also having a new sewage 
system installed in the campground and are hoping this 
will solve some of the problems we have had in the past. 

There have been a lot of favorable comments from 
visitors on the park. A lot of hard work by a good crew of 
men has made this possible. They really work long hard 
hours here and it is rough. It always makes you feel good 
to hear the good comments and know that people appreci
ate your efforts. 

There have been a few whiting and croaker caught on 
the pier. With a little more warm weather we are hoping 
fishing will get better. 

OLD DORCHESTER STATE PARK, Mike Reese, 
Ranger — As with all the other parks here in the low-
country, our summer seems to have started in March. We 
have had a record number of visitors this spring, due 
mainly to the large crowds of people who come to the 
Charleston area to view the beautiful flower gardens in 
the spring. 

We are very pleased with the restoration work accom
plished on the church tower during March. This consisted 
of the removal of trees which were growing in the upper 

surfaces, the replacement of several hundred Old English 
brick which had been dislodged over the years, and an 
application of liquid rubber to the upper portion to pre
vent further erosion. Thanks to PRT, this tower may 
stand for another 250 years as a reminder of a once great 
town. 

This past year has been one of the most enjoyable my 
family and I can remember. Being from the very flat state 
of Kansas we have totally fallen in love with the variety of 
beach, lowlands, and mountains that South Carolina pro
vides. We have met several people within the park system 
and they have all been very friendly, especially Ed and 
Judy Nesbit who have been most helpful in getting us 
started in park living. 

RIVERS BRIDGE STATE PARK, Jerry Price, Superin
tendent — So far this year our total park use is ahead of 
last year, after being hampered by lots of rain. From the 
way people are coming to the park now, we should have a 
good season. 

The pool is in the process of being replastered. This 
should improve its appearance a great deal. So far this year 
we have had three different camping clubs and are ex
pecting many more before the season is over. The Recre
ation Building is getting heavy use. We have family re
unions scheduled every Sunday through October. 

Our first wedding of the year took place April 21 in 
the Memorial Gardens. It was a beautiful event with the 
azaleas in bloom. My family and I moved into the new 
residence which was completed in February. We are de
lighted to be in the new home, and are very happy to be 
here on the park. Ranger Pete Davis and his family moved 
into the other house, and the trailer was taken to Hunting 
Island. 

We here at Rivers Bridge hope that everyone has a safe 
and pleasant summer season. 

Hunting Island 
Beach Renourished 

Ever thought about building a 9,000 foot beach on the 
Atlantic coast? It sounds unrealistic, if not impossible . . . 
but it's being done at Hunting Island State Park. The term 
being used to describe the operation is "beach renourish-
ment" and it is the third time the operation has been 
conducted in recent years. The nearly one-million dollar 
project is being carried out by the U.S. Corps of Engineers 
and should be completed around July 1st. 

The project is actually the process of putting sand back 
that has been taken away as a result of beach erosion. 
Officials believe this project will be more successful than 
the two prior operations in that a heavier sand is being 
pumped from a barge located in Fripp Island through an 
18 inch pipe that will eventually extend over 3 V2 miles. 
The sand and water mixture is actually sprayed into the 
air and is evenly distributed onto the beach. 

Sand is pumped from this barge located at Fripp Inlet through 
an 18-inch pipe that extends 3V2 miles. When complete, the U.S. 
Corps of Engineers will have renourished 9,000 feet of eroded beach. 
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HUNTING ISLAND LIGHTHOUSE 

THEN. . .  

The lighthouse as it looked years ago. The lightkeeper's house was 
destroyed by fire many years ago. 

The original wooden lighthouse at the northern 
end of Hunting Island was authorized by Congress 
on August 3, 1854 and completed in 1859. During 
the Civil War it was "blown up" and after the war 
the ruins torn down. 

The steamer traffic between Charleston and 
Savannah necessitated the rebuilding of the tower. 
A survey was made in 1872 and a new location 
selected a quarter of a mile from the shore line 
due to the abrasion action of the sea washing 
away the north end. With this in mind the new 
lighthouse was to be built of cast iron sections 
that could be taken down and reassembled further 
inland should it be necessary. 

Construction was begun on the new tower 
in 1873, but was suspended during the summer 
due to the unhealthy climate. When work resumed 
in the spring of 1874, the foundation was poured 
and the three lower sections of a total of thirteen 
were laid in place. Again the climate forced 
suspension of work until the fall. By early June, 

1875, the tower was completed and the light 
exhibited for the first time on July 1st of that 
year. The following spring the lightkeeper's 
dwelling and cisterns were completed and en
closed within a picket fence. 

As was feared the erosion of the sea began to 
take its toll on the island and by 1888 the high 
water mark "was only 35 feet from the light-
keeper's house and 133 feet from the tower." 
Preparations were made in early 1889 to move 
the tower to its present location more than one 
mile from the old site. 

After erecting a 60-foot temporary tower, work 
began to move the sections to the new site, which 
was completed on May 2nd. The erection of the 
tower was completed by September 13, 1889 and 
the light exhibited at the present site on October 
3rd. The lightkeeper's house was moved and re
built with a new fireproof oil house on March 
22, 1890. 
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BIRTHDAY PARTY SLATED 
FOR LIGHTHOUSE 

Hunting Island State Park will be the scene 
of a bundle of activity the week of June 22 thru 
the 28 as plans are being formulated for the 100th 
Anniversary Celebration of the Hunting Island 
Lighthouse. Various programs and activities will 
be conducted throughout the week such as a surf-
fishing tournament, scavenger hunts and a cos
tume contest. The focal point of activity will be 
Saturday evening, June 28th at an official cere
mony commemorating the 100th anniversary of 
the historic Hunting Island Lighthouse. 

The program will begin at 8:00 P.M. with a 
concert by the United States Marine Recruit De
pot Band from Parris Island. Senator James Wad-
dell of Beaufort will be the keynote speaker for 
the event. During this same ceremony the Light
house will be dedicated as an official Bicentennial 
landmark. 

The highlight of the event will be when the 
switch is turned to once again light up the light
house. 

A large number of people are expected to be 
on hand for the event. 

AND NOW... 

INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT 
THE LIGHTHOUSE 

Tower shell cast iron panels weigh approxi
mately 1200 pounds each and are exactly the same 
size in each section, so they may fit any position 
in that ring when assembled. The thickness of 
panels varies from 1 y2" in the lower section %" 
in the highest section. A 9" interior brick lining 
was built between the lower flanges. The whole 
structure rests on an 8" concrete foundation, to 
which the lower section is secured by 36 anchor 
bolts imbedded into the concrete. The original 
cost of the lighthouse was $102,000; it cost 
$51,000 to move and rebuild it. The lighthouse in 1975, complete with a fresh coat of paint. 
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District II 

AIKEN — Everything at Aiken is going real 
good. Marshall and Dave have accomplished a lot 
this year. They have wired the shop, built a re
servoir, helped rewire the campground, painted 
several park buildings and many other projects. 

BARNWELL — "Bea" and her crew along with 
Ralph Shumpert and Don have made several 
improvements to the Community Building. The 
regular park maintenance has been coming along 
real well and I'm sure everything will be in good 
shape for the summer. 

CHERAW — A new main water line has been 
installed at Cheraw that will cut down on Larry's 
maintenance problem. The line was installed by 
the park crew, which proves that the park system 
has many talented people. Ranger Pruitt and La-
Blane are becoming quite expert at painting with 
a spray-gun; they have sprayed several hundred 
gallons of paint on Park Buildings! The cabins 
have been completely rewired and the bathrooms 
redone with ceramic tile. A new multi-purpose 
court, ball field and carpet golf is under construc
tion and should be in use by mid-summer. 

GOODALE — Supt. Becht and Rangers have 
constructed a new pedal boat dock, made repairs 
to the diving dock and put up a swimming area 
slide. These are only a few projects completed by 
the park crew this season. 

LEE — Supt. Pressley and Ranger Smith 
worked hard helping Ralph Shumpert and Don 
rewire the campground. This should prove to be a 
very worthwhile project and lessen maintenance. 
The river cabin had extensive repair work done 
to give the area Boy Scouts added comfort during 
inclement weather. 

POINSETT — Supt. Taylor and crew have 
painted the bathhouse for added beauty, air-con
ditioned and installed plexiglas in the concession 
area. The old barn was repaired and painted to be 
used for storage. We plan to rework the upstairs 

area at a later date for possible use as a summer 
personnel barracks. 

REDCLIFFE — Ranger Cobb is still mowing 
grass and taking good care of Mr. and Mrs. Bil
lings. It's always a real pleasure to visit Redcliffe 
and chat with Mr. Billings. He is so well versed 
on so many subjects I always enjoy each visit 
more than the last. Ranger Cobb is very fortunate 
to be associated with such a learned gentleman. 

SANTEE — Supt: Duncan and crew have com
pleted some much needed painting to various 
buildings. The park crew built an addition to As
sistant Superintendent Hatfield's residence. Re
claiming some of the lake shoreline, underbrush-
ing and everyday maintenance have kept the San-
tee crew very busy this year. A new park sign was 
added on Highway #6 which we hope will help 
the ever increasing number of visitors find the 
park easier. 

LITTLE PEE DEE — Supt. Waldt and Ranger 
have been paintipg restrooms, repairing pedal 
boats and clearing a new ball field to be used this 
summer. 

LYNCHES RIVER — The large community 
building is nearing completion. Along with the 
new restroom in the picnic area, this will be a big 
asset to Lynches River. Supt. Bullard and Ranger 
Rogers have been working on a new picnic area 
and have completed two nature trails. Lynches 
River is fast becoming a very popular park with 
ever-increasing crowds. 

WOODS BAY — Supt. Hargrove is working on 
a canoe trail in the Bay. He has torn down an old 
house on the property; the lumber will be used to 
build nature museums at various parks. There are 
plans for a boardwalk and picnic shelter to be 
constructed at Woods Bay in the near future. 

Horace Craig 
District II Superintendent 
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AIKEN STATE PARK, Marshall West, Superintendent — 
I must say that this past winter has gone by the quickest 
since I have been with PRT because we have been very 
busy all winter with our winter work program and general 
park clean-up. Some of the major improvements that we 
accomplished during the fall and winter months were new 
plumbing and wiring for the Superintendent's residence, 
new wiring of the shop, a brick wall to replace the old 
log wall at the concession stand, new sewer lines and re
servoir at the Superintendent's residence, three new drain 
lines for various artesian wells throughout the park, re
moval of approximately 300-400 dead trees along road
sides and nature trails, reconstruction of present volleyball 
and basketball courts and, of course, the many countless 
little jobs that must be done to keep a park operating at 
its peak. 

This coming summer looks like it will be the biggest 
yet. Reservations for the shelters are just about booked 
solid from now until the end of June. Last year we had a 
decrease in the number of weddings on the park but we 
have three booked for the month of June. The S. C. Bird 
Watchers Society had their annual gathering here at the 
park with 300 people in attendance. The New Ellenton 
Riding Club held their annual spring ride in March with 
approximately 150 horses and 350 people. For the third 
straight year the Aiken County Mentally Retarded Associa
tion will hold their Happy Days Camp here at the park. As 
always we are delighted to have this camp at the park. 
Watching the boys and girls busying themselves in their 
activities is enough to make one feel that he is responsible 
for a small part of their pleasure. 

BARNWELL STATE PARK, Bea Ross, Superintendent — 
Mr. Robbie Zissette, Carroll Zissette's father, passed away 
April 19 at the Bamberg Memorial Hospital. Mr. Zissette 
had lived with Carroll at Barnwell State Park for seven 
years. He always had a kind word for everyone and al
though he was seventy-seven years old and for over 
thirty years had only one leg, he worked every day pos
sible. He was small of frame, but had the greatest spirit 
of any man that I have ever known. We at Barnwell will 
miss him very much. 

Two weddings were held in the Recreation Building 
recently. New shutters have been installed to the Recre
ation Building, and everyone seems to think that they have 
been a great addition. New gas logs have been installed in 
the large fireplaces at each end of the recreation build
ing. They should be a help in heating the building dur
ing the winter months. The new ice machine has been 
looked at, commented on, and praised by numerous visi
tors — "no need for bringing ice now." One of our Wel
come Center hostesses and her husband are teaching a 
private class of ballroom dancing each week in the recre
ation building. Now we have three dances each week at 
the park. 

CHERAW STATE PARK, Thomas Felder, Ranger III — 
Park maintenance and improvements have kept the park 
crew busy all winter long. The new water line that we 
installed has been a big help. We now can go for about a 
week instead of a couple of days on a tank of water. We 
have repaired and roofed several of our picnic shelters, 
repainted our bathhouse, and repainted (250 gallons!) 
several of the units in our group campus. 

Our cabins are back on the line after being renovated 
for winter use. We also have some new new attractions 
to offer our park visitors this summer; a multi-purpose 
court with four basketball goals, a new grassed softball 
field, and a carpet golf course. All of these attractions have 
been long awaited and should receive heavy use. 

Park attendance at Cheraw seems to be better this year. 
Our campground is receiving more use with several 
camping clubs using it already this year. Our group camps 
have also been busy with several groups. 

It looks as though we will have a busy summer at 
Cheraw. 

N. R. GOODALE STATE PARK, Kurt Becht, Superin
tendent — After a long bleak winter, it's a welcome 
sight to see people coming out to enjoy the park once 
again. The first warm days of spring do much to lift 
everyone's spirits. This is evidenced by the brightened 
expressions on the park visitors' faces and it is shown in 
their actions and attitudes. It's a time when it's easy to 
see that the work of the past months has been worth
while as people can be seen using and enjoying improved 
facilities. 

The past few weeks have brought quite an increase in 
use, particularly on weekends. We have already had quite 
a number of school, church, and scout groups and several 
family reunions, Word got around fast when the fish 
starting biting and the fishermen are beginning to line up 
along the shore of the pond in the evenings. 

Our visitors are beginning to show more interest in 
the park than ever before. We've had quite a few com
pliments on improvements we made during the winter such 
as our new pedal boat dock, new diving dock, and a fresh 
coat of paint here and there. Many fishermen are pleased 
at the reduction in the weeds that were choking the pond 
at this time last year. 

Judging from the use we've seen so far and comments 
we've gotten from visitors, the park continues to improve 
and it looks like we're in for a busy summer. 

LEE STATE PARK, Van Pressley, Superintendent — 
The season has started at Lee State Park. Recently we had 
20 Winnebago campers in our campground. They came 
here from all parts of the state. 

We have a new ballfield being constructed which 
should be put to good use this summer when the local bap
tist church sponsors a day camp here. 

In addition to all this, the lake has been cleaned for 
the first time. The swimmers will surely appreciate this! 

LITTLE PEE DEE STATE PARK, M. Waldt, Superinten
dent — If things go all right I hope to be retired by the time 
this edition of PARK LITES comes off the press. My health 
has failed so in the last three or four years I feel that I 
cannot carry out the duties required of a park superinten
dent. I have enjoyed working in the parks and especially 
meeting so many nice people that use our parks. I have 
made lots of good friends and I hope that I will have the 
pleasure of their company many times in the future. , 

I would like to thank the staff at the Columbia office 
for their patience in dealing with me. I admit to being a 
little bit slow when it comes to paper work! 

I will be making my home about two miles in back of 
Kings Mountain State Park. Drop by and see me some
time. 
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POINSETT STATE PARK, James Taylor, Superinten
dent — The old saying "My, How Time Flies" seems to 
hold true as the summer season approaches. 

Poinsett is all geared up for the summer crowd that 
always gets bigger and better. This year we will greet the 
people with a new look around the bathhouse area. Instead 
of the old sagebrush gray, our bathhouse has received a 
coat of yellow trimmed in dark brown. We have already 
received many compliments from our visitors. 

Our cabin users of the two large cabins will be greeted 
with some new improvements; ceramic tile in the bath
rooms and new flooring in the kitchens. 

These are just a few of the improvements around Poin
sett, but we feel that it has indeed improved our park. 

Since my last writing Poinsett has a new ranger added 
to our staff. James Powell, his wife Jackie and daughter 
Michelle come to us from Lynchburg. We welcome them 
to our park "family" and hope they will be with us for a 
long time. 

Another new addition to our park family that my wife 
Lucy, my son Bryan and I are most proud of is our new 
son, William Maurice (Mark) born on January 23. 

The rest of my report will be about a very dedicated 
ranger, David Thompson, who retired on April 30. Even 
though David has only been with our retirement plan 
since 1960, he worked for the old Mill Creek Park years 
before that. So he has been around the park for over 20 
years. 

After retirement Dave and his wife Nellie are only 
200 yards from his old park house! Dave owned land ad
joining the old Mill Creek Park and that is where Dave 
is spending his retirement. We here at Poinsett wish Dave 
much happiness in his retirement. 

Poinsett Ranger Dave Thompson (center foreground) received a 
surprise retirement party provided by park personnel that have 
worked with Dave through the years. Dave, who has worked at Poin
sett since 1947, received a service award and an engraved watch. 
He and his wife Nellie will be living on a farm six miles from the 
park, where he plans to raise beans and corn. 

LYNCHES RIVER STATE PARK, Bill Bullard, Superin
tendent — The season has already arrived at Lynches 
River. We have run out of picnic tables for the past three 
Sundays, but are busy clearing a new area that should 
help by summer. 

We have had several large groups already and it looks 
like it will be a weekly affair again this year. The First 
Freewill Baptist Church of Florence brought seven bus 
loads of kids out Easter Sunday to join the rest of the 
visitors for Easter Egg hunts. We are still finding eggs! 
The Bethany Baptist Church has had their members out 
three Sundays in a row, and the Florence County Retarded 
Children's Association has been out twice. We also had 
over eighty visitors from the Social Security Office on 
April 20. Four family reunions have already been held and 
I have been contacted by several more. The entire student 
body and faculty of Lake City's Carolina Academy visited 
us on May 2 for their May Day outing. We worked with the 
faculty in planning recreation competition and games. 

New facilities available this year include the community 
building, rest station, a new nature trail and an extension 
to the picnic area. Our concession stand is also scheduled 
to be completed and should help as weekend visitors have 
to travel over six miles for drinks and snacks. We are also 
allowing limited primitive camping and I am sure that 
many of the local people as well as visitors to Florence 
will welcome this as soon as the word gets out. Visitors 
to the Florence Dental Clinics are currently camping as 
far away as Lee, Little Pee Dee and Cheraw. 

We plan to run our recreation program the same as 
last year by using slots allotted to us by the Comprehen
sive Manpower Office. Now that the community building 
is almost complete, we hope to get a square dance program 
going. 

We hope everyone has a busy and safe summer. 

Marshall Waldt, former Superintendent at Little Pee Dee, has re
cently retired for medical reasons and will be making his home 
near Kings Mountain State Park. 
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REDCLIFFE STATE PARK, Gene Cobb, Superinten
dent — I have been exceptionally busy since my operation 
in December and have really been. working hard trying 
to get things looking good. I have been pruning trees, cut
ting grass, and trying to keep things running at a steady 
pace. 

I am looking forward to the summer because I am 
getting married in June. Things at Redcliffe are getting 
better all the time! 

SANTEE PARK, Larry Duncan, Superintendent — We 
have really been having a busy Spring at Santee. Weekend 
camping has been booming since the Easter weekend. Sales 
in all our retail outlets have been doing well. 

The second week of April, we hosted the Orangeburg 
District Boy Scouts of America Camporee. Nearly two 
hundred boys and leaders attended the event. Contests 
such as fire making, rope climbing, and compass exper
tise were included in the program. The Scouts flooded the 
Trading Post with one dollar bills, which are sometimes 
scarce in park stores! 

During the weekend of April 25th, we were proud to 
once again host the N.C.H.A. Spring Campvention. Close 
to 350 families came out for the event. The Charleston 
Wayfarers were the host club and worked very well with 
the park staff in setting up the three-day event. Activities 
included catfish stew sales, barbecued chicken, a beauty 
pageant, door prizes, PRT entertainment, and a 1925 
Charleston Flapper Queen contest, which was won by a 
dogger from Oconee who danced to the tune of "Yakety 
Sax." 

I would like to thank the rangers from other District 
II parks and all Columbia staff members who assisted in 
the event. I would also like to thank District Superinten
dent Horace Craig for his help, and I would like to hire 
him as a full time salesman in the Trading Post! 

Since the last Park Lites was written, we have acquired 
a PMA by the name of Mike Davidson from N. C. State 
University. Mike is a welcomed addition to our staff. 

WOODS BAY, George Hargrove, Superintendent — PRT 
has just purchased an additional forty-one acres here at 
Woods Bay for an entrance road and parking lot. We have 
also received materials for the construction of a picnic 
shelter. Bids have been let for construction of a one thou
sand foot boardwalk going into the bay, and for the erec
tion of the picnic shelter. We now have a nature trail 
cleared around the millpond and a site cleared for a picnic 
area. A canoe trail has been marked and is ready to be 
cleared, and plans for a comfort station are being drawn 
up. 

Even though we only have a nature trail for visitors 
at this time, we are getting a lot of visitors on the week
ends and more during the week taking advantage of the 
good fishing. 

The people in this area around Wood Bay are extremely 
interested in the developments and in seeing it open to 
the public with full facilities as soon as possible. As many 
people have stated, "Woods Bay is a unique natural area." 
It will be even more unique when development is com
pleted and the public will be able to see this for them
selves. 

It was a dream come true for both fisherman and photographer 
recently as Hickory Knob Superintendent Ted Barbie was posing for 
the camera as the model fisherman. Much to the surprise of both 
the fisherman and photographer, a largemouth bass struck Barbie's 

tackle. It is indeed a rare occasion that a photographer has 
the opportunity to record such an event. As for the fisherman, he 
can now show proof that he really did catch that fish! 
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SPRING 
CAMPOUT 

AT 
SANTEE 

Some four hundred units gathered at Santee 
State Park the weekend of April 24-26 for the 
Spring Campout of South Carolina camping clubs 
affiliated with the National Campers and Hikers 
Association. More than 1500 persons enjoyed 
themselves as they visited with friends, played a 
variety of games, attended meetings and enjoyed 
the fun and fellowship of camping. Forty-three 
of the state's N.C.H.A. camping clubs were rep
resented, according to State Director Dan Altman. 

One highlight of the weekend was the beauty 
contest, held Saturday afternoon at the park 
pavilion. Seven contestants competed in swim 
suit, evening dress and talent categories, with poise 
and personality also entering into the final de
cision. Winner was Carla Palmer, 17 of Anderson, 
whose parents are members of the Puddle Ducks. 
She received a $100 savings bond and a silver tray. 
Carla, a student at Westside High School, sang in 

English and Spanish for her talent entry. She re
cently recorded an album of gospel music. 

First runner-up was Kay Poston of North 
Charleston (Wayfarers) and second runner-up 
honors went to Joann Tipton of Greenville (Pal
metto Hoboes). Other contestants included Leslie 
Salvo of Pickens (Easley Riders), Debra DuBose 
of Summerville (Flowertown Campers), Jane Flor-
rie Cross of North Charleston (Charleston Way
farers) and Renee Brown of Belton (Standpipers). 
Judges included William Fogle, manager of the 
park bait and tackle shop; Superintendent Larry 
Duncan; Ms. Shirley Brandenburg of Elloree, 
Dr. and Mrs. Mahmoud Mostafa from Columbia. 

Carla will represent South Carolina N.C.H.A. 
clubs as "Miss South Carolina N.C.H.A. Teen 
Queen" at the 15th Annual N.C.H.A. Campvention 
to be held July 13-17 at Moultrie, Georgia. More 
than 6,000 families or a total of 30,000 persons 
are expected to attend. 
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"The Friendliest People In The World" 
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District III 

A considerable amount of maintenance work 
has been accomplished in District III parks since 
Labor Day 1974. Preparations for the upcoming 
Summer Season are now nearing completion. 
Applications for seasonal employees have also been 
accepted for practically all summer job vacancies. 
Heavy use of park facilities, cabins, camping, pe
dal boats, picnicking, carpet golf, etc. has been 
noted. 

CROFT — A new fifty stable accommodation 
for horses has been completed and is now in use. 
Fishing in the 165-acre lake has been very good 
this spring and revenue from fishing boat rentals 
is up. 

KEOWEE-TOXAWAY — The first phase of 
construction and development of facilities at this 
newest District III park has been completed. The 
museum and a short walking trail connecting four 
kiosks will be open to the public in August. (A 
kiosk is a small outdoor interpretive structure in 
which exhibits are viewed from the outside. Ed.) 
The hiking trail is open and receiving some use. 
An article concerning its construction through the 
use of volunteer labor was reported in the last 
issue of PARK LITES. 

OCONEE — Recent accomplishments at Oco
nee include roofing the main recreation-dining 
room building, rebuilding fishing docks at small 
fishing lake near the campground, repainting 
several cabins, general cabin maintenance and re
novation of kitchen and dining room at the super
intendent's residence. 

PARIS MOUNTAIN — The recreation and din
ing room building at Camp Buckhorn has been 
completely renovated with revenue from the 
Roper Mountain fund. This building is now one of 
the most attractive and serviceable facilities in 

the park system. Additional parking for 25 to 30 
cars has also been provided. 

PLEASANT RIDGE — Construction of two new 
family vacation cabins is now under way at 
Pleasant Ridge. Superintendent Leroy Smith de
serves much credit for the development of Pleas
ant Ridge over the past 24 years. Leroy is the 
original Superintendent of this park. 

ROSE HILL — Renovation of the Old Slave 
Quarters at Rose Hill has been completed and will 
be used for interpretation and as a museum. 
Superintendent Fred Belk will soon begin construc
tion of a new picnic shelter. This is much needed 
to accommodate groups visiting the park. 

SADLERS CREEK — Superintendent Jim Ivey 
and Ranger Herbert Jones have completed re
painting the superintendent's residence, shop 
building, restroom building in the old campground 
along with other general maintenance work. A 
site has been cleared for a new recreation build
ing which will be under construction within a few 
days. The fall outing for South Carolina clubs of 
NCHA is scheduled again this year for Sadlers 
Creek. 

TABLE ROCK — Most of the maintenance 
work at Table Rock recently has been directed 
toward the continued upgrading of cabin facilities 
and renovation work at the carpet golf course. 
Enlarging and upgrading of the nature center at 
the park is in the planning stage and hopefully 
work on this project will soon be underway. 
Wastewater collection lines and pumping station 
installation work has been completed. Meals at 
the lodge dining room are being served six days 
a week; the lodge is closed on Monday. 

Robert Jones 
District III Superintendent 
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CROFT STATE PARK, Ray E. Hayes, Superintendent — 
Fishing and regularly scheduled horse shows have been the 
main attraction at Croft this spring. Bass fishermen have 
been pleased with their recent catches. With the completion 
of fifty stables we can expect almost continuous use of 
our equestrian facilities. 

Ranger Larry Henderson and his wife Sandra have 
been transferred to us from Rose Hill to replace Paul Ma-
nous, who has left the park system. Croft will be site of 
a Dog Show to be held July 24-25. We expect more than 
2,000 dogs of various breeds to be competing for honors 
at this show, which is under the sponsorship of the Spar
tanburg Kennel Club. 

The Boy Scouts continue to give heavy use to their 
facilities and we've had a lot of cleaning work done by 
two adult leaders. Mr. Alexander is really showing an in
terest in maintaining the area. 

Motorcycles are in heavy use on our park trails. Camp
ing is on the upswing and the campers seem to enjoy the 
horse shows and the fishing lake. We have lots of requests 
for more recreation for the young folks; both campers 
and area people seem to need some things to do. 

The Zonta Day Camp for senior citizens met here in May 
and the Spartanburg Methodist churches' day camp will be 
held in July. 

Everyone in our area is anxious to see actual construc
tion begin on the swimming pool. 

KEOWEE-TOXAWAY STATE PARK, John Rhodes, 
Superintendent — Keowee-Toxaway is still in the elemen
tary stages of development, for the most part, and spring 
has brought out the natural beauty of the mountains in this 

somewhat secluded part of the state. The trees are all 
different shades of green with their new spring growth. 
The woods are covered with beautiful dogwoods and multi
colored wildflowers. The serenity of a new, fresh spring 
in such a beautiful surrounding makes one proud to be a 
part of the state park system. 

Our winter work program consisted mainly of construc
tion on the Training Center. This building was finished 
in March and has been used several times by the Clemson 
University Recreation and Parks Department for meetings. 
Various park personnel have also had meetings there. We 
were very proud to have the PRT Commissioners meeting 
here April 24 and 25. Our first official barbecue was pre
pared for the occasion on the 24th by Clarence Doster 
(retired superintendent at Chester), Ray Sisk and Oscar 
Kolb. 

The interpretive center is really taking shape but it 
looks as if it will not be open to the public until late sum
mer. The Columbia staff is hard at work getting artifacts, 
display counters and other items for use in the inter
pretive center and the kiosks along the nature trail. 

Holly Springs Baptist Church, built in 1829, has been 
moved onto the park. Our park crew plans to paint and 
remodel this building, and has just completed building a 
deck at the superintendent's residence. Our shop has been 
completed for several months and is in full use. 

We have many visitors daliy, particularly on the week
ends. Although the park is not officially open for use, 
people spread their picnic lundhes on the ground and say 
they truly enjoy the "natural setting" here at Keowee-
Toxaway. Speaking for myself and rangers Harold Lynch 
and Roger Abercrombie, we also enjoy the natural beauty 
and serenity here at Keowee-Toxaway. 

Superintendent John Rhodes and Ranger Harold Lynch put the 
finishing touches on some split rail fence near the entrance to 
Keowee-Toxaway State Park. 

State Park Naturalists Joe Frank Watson (standing) and Dennis Gun-
ter hang a mural illustrating how mountains are formed in the 
interpretive building at Keowee-Toxaway State Park. This building 
and the four kiosks will be completed later this summer. 
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OCONEE STATE PARK, Bob Cothran, Superintendent — 
It appears that Oconee may be in for the biggest season 
ever. Last weekend we had some 75 units in the camp
ground and all the cabins were occupied. A Saturday night 
square dance was planned and this played a big part in the 
increased attendance. 

A large construction job is underway installing sewer 
lines; hopefully this will be completed before the real busy 
season. Some of the major accomplishments of the winter 
work program were completely renovating the kitchen at 
the superintendent's residence, roofing the main recreation 
building, rebuilding the fishing dock at the camping area 
lake and roofing five cabins. 

Much work is yet to be done, but we hope to have most 
of the projects completed by June first. With so many of 
last year's help wanting to come back, all the summer jobs 
have been filled. We are looking forward to a good season 
with plenty of experienced help. 

PARIS MOUNTAIN STATE PARK, Eddie Miller, 
Superintendent — Spring has sprung and all the trees, 
shrubs, and flowers are busting out all over, as well as three 
rangers and a Superintendent running here, there and 
everywhere trying to get everything in order. You think 
everything is about ready and then so many small things 
have to be taken care of. 

Congratulations are in order to Ranger Midkiff and 
his wife. They were married last month and are living 
in the park in their trailer. 

For the first time ever, I have all of my personnel 
living on the park. What a relief! 

Our biggest project this past winter was the renova
tion of the lodge at Camp Buckhorn. I understand that 
details of this will be in this issue somewhere else, so 
I'll just say it's beautiful and a lot of people are going to 
enjoy using it. 

Our personnel for the summer are pretty well lined up 
and we are looking forward to having them with us. I know 
we will have a lot of fun as well as do a lot of hard work. 

From all indications (phone ringing) we are going to 
be booked solid on all of our picnic shelters for this sum
mer and fall. I can hardly get my work done in the office 
for the phone ringing! I know this is a short report but 
there's work to be done. 

Best of luck to everyone, and hope you all have a pleas
ant and safe season. 

PLEASANT RIDGE STATE PARK, Leroy Smith, Super
intendent — Well, that time of year is here again and 
spring began with a bang. We had so many cars in the 
park the past two Sundays I thought gas was being given 
away free some place! 

I am very happy to know that Pleasant Ridge will have 
two new vacation cabins on the line soon. The sites are 
all cleared and waiting for the builders. Thanks to Mr. Sisk 
and all those responsible for the project. 

We welcome ranger Allen Nichols to the park family. 
Allen seems very interested in park work, and I think he 
will be very helpful in park work in the future. 

We are quite busy painting and repairing as we get 
ready for opening day. 

ROSE HILL STATE PARK, Fred H. Belk, Superinten
dent — The dogwoods are blooming, whippoorwills are 
singing and it's another beautiful spring. This pretty weath
er lets you know that the grass is growing and the roses 
are starting to bud out. The month of May is a beautiful 
time of the year here at Rose Hill. 

All the rains that we had slowed us down some on our 
winter work but we have most of it completed. We are 
getting ready to start work on our new picnic shed. 

Eddie Glance has been hired as the new ranger at Rose 
Hill. We are glad to have him and his wife and two chil
dren with us. Larry Henderson was transferred to Croft 
State Park. 

Here's wishing each of you a most successful sum
mer. 

SADLERS CREEK STATE PARK, Jim Ivey, Superinten
dent — Summer seems to be coming on strong at Sadlers 
Creek this year. In spite of the high water and strong 
winds, we are having many campers and a tremendous 
number of fishermen. A fishing derby was held here in 
April, and there was a real good turnout. We had a motor
cycle enduro here the last week in April. The park was 
packed for this as some 300 motorcycles entered the event, 
which was about 100 miles long. Most of the riders finished 
but many had to return early because of breakdowns. 
Work has begun on the recreation, and we are looking for
ward to a good summer season. 

TABLE ROCK STATE PARK, Mike Hendrix, Superin
tendent — Sun and warm weather have really brought 
picnickers, campers and sunbathers to Table Rock. The 
cabins are as popular as ever, as they are filled up most 
every weekend. The pedal boats have been in use for a 
few weekends, and visitors are really taking advantage of 
them and the warm sunshine. The campground is still 
as popular as ever. The new laundromat is now a welcome 
convenience for campers, and the country store is a popu
lar browsing place. The hiking trails are being well used, 
while the carpet golf course has a new look with new carpet 
greens and a fresh paint job. I hope that it doesn't have to 
be done again for a while! 

On April 18-20 the Clemson Tiger Travelers Camping 
Club reserved our White Oaks camping club area. There 
were about 25 travel trailers; the members and their 
families really had a good weekend with us. The highlight 
was a square dance held on Saturday night at the White 
Oaks shelter. There's nothing like an old fashioned square 
dance to lift the spirit! 

We were honored to have the PRT commissioners use 
our cabins the night of April 24. The commission meeting 
was held at nearby Keowee-Toxaway State Park April 24-
25. 

We would like to welcome our new ranger, Chevis Wald 
and his wife Melba, to Table Rock. They came to us from 
Walhalla. 

The summer season is just around the corner, and we 
at Table Rock hope that everyone has a safe and accident-
free summer. 
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People And Places 

PRT Commission Chairman Dwight Holder (left) presents, in behalf 
of the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, an award from the U. S. De
partment of the Interior to the S. C. Wildlife and Marine Resources 
Department, accepted by Dr. James A. Timmerman, Jr. The $4.9 
million project involved the acquisitions of the Santee Reserve and 
Capers Island. 

Five staff members of the U. S. Corps of Engineers, Savannah 
(Georgia) District, received State Recreation Awards at the May 
meeting of the PRT Commission. From left, Lt. Col. Freeman Cross, 
who accepted the awards for Chief Thomas A. Waters and Col. 
Edwin C. Keiser, who were unable to attend the meeting; Paul S. 
Metz, Jr., Recreation Planning Section, Planning Branch; Oscar R. 
Summer, Jr., Resource Manager of Clark Hill Reservoir; John L. 
LeRoy, Resource Manager of Lake Hartwell. Waters is Chief of the 
Recreation Management Branch and Col. Keiser is District Engineer. 

Information and Education Assistant Mike Stevens presents a pro
gram about South Carolina state parks to a Columbia-based Senior-
Citizens organization. Information programs such as this are pre
sented upon request to other groups and organizations throughout 
the state as part of an effort to promote increased usage of state 
parks. 
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District IV 

As the morning sun is rising over the land
scape, a park superintendent is opening the en
trance gates. Upon stepping from his vehicle, he 
recalls the day when they repainted the entrance 
signs and planted some shrubbery. In looking 
down the road from the entrance, he remembers 
those two long days spent erecting the split rail 
fence to enhance the drive into the park. Upon 
returning to the truck, he goes through the park 
to.conduct his morning inspection. As he goes by 
each facility, he thinks back to the work done in 
roofing the bathhouse, renovating the boathouse, 
painting the restroom, remodeling the carpet 
golf course with a western theme and erect
ing the new picnic shelter. As he enters the 
recently completed camping area, he finds a family 
up early preparing to walk the hiking trail, cut 

with the help of volunteers. When he returns to 
his new residence, he finds his wife has pre
pared breakfast which is hurriedly eaten since 
he must meet with the rangers to give out assign
ments. 

All of the above experiences play a part in the 
making of a park employee, an individual dedi
cated to the preservation and planned use of our 
natural resources for enjoyment by the public. 
The above projects are only some of the many 
completed during this past winter. 

Many thinks to the personnel in getting each 
park ready for 1975, a year which we hope will 
be another record breaker. 

Charlie F. Parkman 
District IV Superintendent 
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ANDREW JACKSON, Lew Griffin, Superintendent — 
Our winter work program is drawing to a close and we 
are already in our busy summer season! As in the past, 
we are getting hundreds of school children touring the 
museum. For many, it is the first summer outing and they 
get an opportunity to release some of their stored-up 
energy. A new boat dock was completed this past winter, 
which we feel will be an asset to the fishermen and other 
park visitors. Plan are already being made, in conjunction 
with local organizations, for a festival in commemoration 
of the Bicentennial to be held at the park in October of 
1976. The park has a new brochure containing information 
about the park and its facilities. It has been well received 
as evidenced by the many complimentary remarks made by 
the public. 

BAKER CREEK, Wayne Timms, Superintendent — Park 
attendance is soaring with the arrival of the summer sea
son. Some of our campers are suffering an inconvenience 
because of the reconstruction of camping area #1. The 
sites which were too small or badly eroded are being 
eliminated, and camping area #2 is to receive an improved 
sewer system. We had several scout troops camping with 
us this spring, and many school children picnicking in our 
wooded picnic areas. We have had numerous inquiries 
about renting large picnic shelters; this might be a good 
project proposal for the near future. 

This is the first year in my experience as a Superinten
dent that I have had an abundance of applications for 
summer employment. Some applicants have been refer
red to other parks. We are going to have a well-qualified 
waterfront staff, and a recreator will be another welcome 
addition this summer. It looks like a busy summer ahead 
of us! 

CHESTER, Ted Williams, Superintendent — Spring is 
here as evidenced by the nesting of birds and acres of 
green grass to cut. With satisfaction, we can look back 
at the accomplishments of the winter and anticipate the 
arrival of many summer visitors. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank Ranger Roger Minors for the long 
hours he put forth in preparation for the summer season. 
Some of our winter accomplishments include renovation of 
the boat house which houses our pedal boats and fishing 
boats. All of the buildings on the park now have fresh 
coats of paint. A great deal of underbrushing was done 
around the campground to allow an extended view of the 
lake. We were also fortunate enough to have our road 
surfaced with asphalt. 

The park seems to be becoming more and more popular 
with camping clubs. The facilities available for the clubs 
are being used on the average of two times per month. A 
group of 145 Boy Scouts spent a weekend of camping 
and working on the nature trail. These were the best or
ganized and most well behaved group of Scouts I have 
ever had the pleasure to work with. Our ball field is being 
used daily for practice by local teams as well as for many 
pick-up games by park visitors. The last weekend in April 
was a big weekend for Chester County as it held its 
annual Homecoming Activities. The events included arts 
and crafts exhibits, bicycle races, a horse show and a con
cert by Chester's famed Dawson Boys (the recorders of 
"Cool Carolina Wind"). In closing, we are still waiting for 
anyone, and we mean anyone, to come by and see us 
(Chester can't be that far from everyone!) 

DREHER ISLAND, Wally Brock, Superintendent — It's 
that time of year again, and the folks are beginning to 
take to the outdoors en masse. Many interesting people 
come by Dreher Island to fish, hike, jog, boat and justloaf in 
the sun on beautiful Lake Murray. I had a most interesting 
family from Florida to stop overnight at the island on their 
way to visit relatives in North Carolina. There was Dad 
and Mom, six children ranging in age from thirteen years 
to seven months old, fourteen dogs and one cat. The 
mother dog had twelve puppies on their way up and the 
other dog was just along for the ride. They planned to 
stay longer but the four-year old boy threw his new 
shoes in the lake and the eight-year old boy threw his Dad's 
new rod and reel in the lake. They hurriedly hooked up 
their trailer and left before another catastrophe took place! 

Hopefully work will soon be resumed on the island. 

GREENWOOD, Joe Hambright, Superintendent — Sum
mer is here! The entrance to the park on Friday afternoon 
is like fireworks on the Fourth of July. We at Greenwood 
sometimes think that people are as numerous as mosquitoes 
on the lake! Rain and wind have not been able to discourage 
our campers, and large numbers have been out each week
end. Crappie fishing has been very good, with fishermen 
lining the banks daily. The Greenwood BASS chapter 
hosted a statewide club fishing tournament at the park 
the weekend of May 22-25. A pile of fish were caught, and 
everyone seemed to have a good time. 

We are really looking forward to our summer recre
ation programs. Campers are already anxiously awaiting 
our Saturday night square dances. Worship services have 
already gotten under with good attendance each Sunday. 
We are looking forward to a great summer and we wish 
all of you the very best of luck. 

HAMILTON BRANCH STATE PARK, Frank Baughman, 
Superintendent — Our visitation at Hamilton Branch this 
spring is up tremendously over last year at this time. This 
warm weather has really brought out the campers and 
fishermen to our park. 

Two new residences were just completed at Hamilton 
Branch and they are really nice. I hope many of you get a 
chance to come by and take a look at them real soon. Also 
just completed and now open are 120 new campsites, 5 
picnic shelters, a new boat ramp and picnic area, a primi
tive camping area, and 5 comfort stations. We are receiv
ing many favorable comments on these additions to our 
park 

The Masters Golf Tournament, which is held some 26 
miles away in Augusta, Georgia brought in a large num
ber of out-of-state campers to Hamilton Branch. Some of 
these campers, who drove from as far as Indiana and 
New York to see the Masters watched it on TV from the 
park, so, as they said, "Not to have to fight that crowd 
of people." 

Fishing has been excellent the last four weeks and 
we have really had the fishermen in our park. On weekends 
there have been as many as 15 to 20 boats waiting in line 
to land their boat at our ramp. Hopefully we will be able to 
add another ramp in the near future to cut down on this 
congestion. 

We have a new ranger at Hamilton Branch. His name 
is Leon Holiday, and we would like to welcome Leon and 
his family to our state park system. 

By our attendance already this year, it appears that 
summer has arrived early at Hamilton Branch and we are 
anticipating the best year ever. 
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HAMILTON BRANCH STATE PARK 

HICKORY KNOB — Ted Barbie, Superintendent — One 
of the benefits of working in the state park system is the 
people that we meet. It follows, then, that one also has to 
say goodbye. As the new Mayfair Plant nears completion in 
Lincolnton, Georgia, we have to say goodbye to some of its 
employees who have been staying at Hickory Knob since 
July of 1974. These gentlemen were an international group, 
coming from Scotland, Germany, England, France and 
Canada. As they leave South Carolina they will be going 
to Brazil, the Belgian Congo, Poland, Czechoslovakia 
and . . . Alabama! 

Parks are for families and in March we hosted the big 
Walker family reunion. These fine folks came from North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia and California. There 
were fifty-four in attendance and they enjoyed movies of 
earlier reunions at the facilities at the park. 

Masters Week at the Augusta National Golf Club 
means a full house and plenty of activity at Hickory Knob. 
Many companies reserve several rooms for their guests 
who come long distances for this golf tournament. This 
year our guests came from such interesting places as Den
ver, Colorado; Memphis, Tennessee; Silver City, North 
Carolina; Birmingham, Michigan; Atlantic Beach, Florida; 
Richmond, Virginia; Knoxville, Tennessee as well as from 
various towns in South Carolina and Georgia. We also en
joyed a brief visit with an interesting couple, Mr. and Mrs. 
Weden, who flew from Sweden to attend the Masters, 
and returned home after their week with us. Social Recre-
ator Dot F. Elliott reports that the week of the Masters 
was an extremely busy one, with everyone interested in 
having a good time. Hal Jordan, Terry Mol and Dana Saw
yer provided some great entertainment for these guests. 

The month of April also brought us the Georgia BASS 
Federation Tournament when 192 fishermen registered to 
fish Clark Hill Lake in the two-day tournament. A Canadian 
couple, Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Crutcher from Ontario, 
stopped at Hickory Knob recently on their way back home 
after spending the winter in Florida. They decided to stay 
at Hickory Knob for several days and wait for the thaw 
after discovering that their home territory had received 
16 inches of snow the day before! You just can't beat sunny 
South Carolina! 

On Friday and Saturday, May 23rd and 24th, we were 
host to the Twirling Twins Square Dance Club as they 
booked the entire Lodge and Cabin facilities plus the Barn. 
Dances were held in the Lodge and Barn on Friday and 
Saturday nights and a workshop was held all day Saturday 
at the Barn on the various types of Square Dancing. 

After watching this group perform both nights and 
also witnessing the orderly manner in which they conducted 
themselves, I would welcome them back to Hickory Knob 
on any occasion. It turned out that they liked our facilities 
so well that they have all the rooms and cabins reserved 
again for a weekend in October. 

KINGS MOUNTAIN, Lee Jordan, Superintendent — We 
have had hundreds of sightseers, picnickers and campers 
over the past six weeks. The warm weekend weather was 
an invitation to find a vacant campsite for that trailer or 
tent. The dogwoods were gorgeous this year. Their blos
soms, which literally cover the park, are always one of 
the area's main attractions in the spring. A new feature 
this year is the split rail fence, which should take park 
visitors back one hundred years into the Colonial period. 
The fence is located along both sides of the road off high
way 161 into the park. In addition, both park entrance signs 
have been turned around. One faces northwest and the 
other faces east; this will aid the general public in finding 
the entrance to our park more easily. The entrance to the 
park is so picturesque that it would make a nice cover for 
one of the PARK LITES issues. (See this issue. Ed.) 

Camping has been on the upswing and we are running at 
least 50 percent occupied. Every site was in use the last 
weekend of April! Fishermen have been trying their luck 
on Lake York, the 70-acre fishing lake which offers cat
fish, brim, crappie, largemouth and small mouth bass. 

Group camps York and Cherokee also take on new looks 
this year for the visitors who occupy them. Last year Camp 
Cherokee underwent a complete renovation with the ex
ception of a new roof on the mess hall, which was just 
completed. The renovation work at Camp York is just 
about completed; I am sure that the groups and organiza
tions who use these facilities will really appreciate the 
improvements. 

I would like to express my appreciation to Mr. Howard 
Hunter and all the Boy Scouts of South Carolina who took 
part in the York District Camporee. They did a splendid 
job on the 16-mile trail here at the park. A word of thanks 
also goes to my Rangers Lewis Cato, Gerald Harris, 
Michael Mathis and Michael Lovelace, Joe Frank Watson 
and others from the Columbia office for their cooperation 
and help during the camporee. This trail will certainly 
be an asset to the park now and in the future. 

Kings Mountain State Park has a full season of square 
dancing for campers who enjoy kicking up their heels a 
bit. The first dance was held May 3rd at the recreation 
building in our camping area. Other dance dates here at 
the park include June 7, 21 and July 5 and 19. 

LANDSFORD CANAL, Jim Work, Superintendent — 
Fishing is picking up in the river since it was stocked 18 
months ago. We have a growing number of "regulars" who 
have found out the fish are biting. We have completed a 
mile and a quarter nature trail along the northern sec
tion of the canal. On week-ends it gets a good amount of 
use. Mosquitoes are the major drawback to walking along 
the trail during this time of the year. Work is progressing 
slowly on the stonehouse. The roof has been completed 
and the floor piers are in place. Ranger Roy Atkinson and 
his wife, Wendy, were a great help to us while Mary was 
convalescing following the birth of our daughter. It sure 
is nice to have some neighbors (and such nice ones) this 
year. 

All's well at Landsford Canal — come see us. 

Page 24 PARK LITES 



SESQUI, Jim Meadors, Superintendent — "Scribbles 
from Sesqui" — The weatherman is finally letting us do 
the long-delayed painting projects and our new western 
theme carpet golf course . . . "Fort Sesqui" ... is begin
ning to sparkle in the warm spring sunshine. Dan Turpin 
and Charles Harrison have spent many hours creating a new 
look for the carpet golf course. They just completed the 
planting of shrubbery around the course, and we really 
appreciate their efforts. 

Another project developing rapidly is the training cen
ter behind our amphi-theater. Part of Leonard Jones' crew, 
led by Mr. "Buddy" Batten, has been doing a fine job 
converting the area behind the stage into student quarters, 
a classroom and workshop area. This is going to be a first 
class facility that will contribute much to the maintenance 
program in our park system. 

Sesqui hosted a unique group in our camping area last 
week. The Boston Flamenco Ballet Company was with us 
a couple of days as they performed in Columbia. We were 
privileged to witness some rehearsals at the campsite and 

Ten state park employees have recently undergone advance class
room instruction in preparation for examination to obtain a Waste
water Treatment Plant Operator Certificate. Two classroom ses
sions were conducted at Hickory Knob State Resort Park and two 
other classroom sessions were held at Clemson University. 
The ten participants were (from left): Dicky Bouknight, State Park 
Engineer, Central Office; Robert Parrish, Ranger, Kings Mountain; 

there was sure some foot stomping going on. I wish that 
all of our pine bettles could have been assembled under 
those flying feet! They danced as if they were ankle deep 
in a fire ant bed! 

School is over and it's a good time for personnel trans
fers. However, it is always a poor time to lose an experi
enced ranger. We are really losing another fine one and 
a fine park family in the transfer of Charley Sloan to 
Hamilton Branch. Mr. Sloan has done an excellent job here 
and the entire family has been a real asset to our park. 
Our best wishes go with them and I hope they enjoy their 
new assignment as much as we have enjoyed having them 
with us. 

Our revenue is up a bit over the first sixteen weeks 
of 1974 but our attendance is down considerably. The 
crowds seem to be about the same so I think the difference 
must be due to our malfunctioning traffic counter. We 
wish you all a safe, profitable and happy summer. LOVE 
YOUR JOB . . . AND THE WORK WON'T BOTHER 
YOU! Ye olde scribbler (The Scribe) 

Ted Williams, Superintendent, Chester; Larry Duncan, Superinten
dent, Santee; Kurt Becht, Superintendent, Little Pee Dee; Mac 
Flood, Innkeeper, Hickory Knob; James Work, Superintendent, Lands-
ford Canal; Pearce Thomson, Engineering and Planning Coordina
tor, Central Office; John Rhodes, Superintendent, Keowee-Toxaway; 
Richard Garrison, Assistant Superintendent, Myrtle Beach. 
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BEFORE 

Camp Buckhorn Lodge Renovated 
Personnel at Paris Mountain State Park were busy 

throughout the winter months renovating the Lodge at 
Camp Buckhorn, the park's group camp. At first glance 
one would find it difficult to see the differences in the 
two photographs on this page. Upon close examination 
you will notice the old shutters have been replaced with 
modern windows. There is also a fresh coat of paint, a new 
roof and outdoor lights have been added around the build
ing. The Lodge interior has been completely winterized, 
new light fixtures have been added, a new floor has been 
laid, a screened porch has been added onto the rear of the 
building and kitchen facilities have been improved to 
handle groups using the facility. 

AFTER 
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Spotligh ting... 
Paris Mountain 

From time to time, Greenville area newspaper reporters 
as well as others will set down to their typewriters and 
begin to type out sentence after sentence about recreation
al facilities that can be found in their areas or even state
wide. Many times when these reports include Paris Moun
tain State Park, they will emphasize the fact that this park 
seems to be a wilderness island in a metropolitan sea. 
Perhaps this is the unique feature of the park as many 
Greenville area residents find it to be a place of refuge 
from daily pressures. 

The photographs here were taken on a typical spring 
Sunday afternoon and reflect the tranquility of Paris 
Mountain State Park. 
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Evergreen Spring has arrived on all of our state parks and the 
woods are green again. It is easy to witness the changing 
seasons if you live in the upper Piedmont but if you live 
along the Coastal Plain such as at Hunting Island, it is 
difficult to tell the difference between summer and winter 
as the forest is green all year long. 

Many winter visitors to our state are amazed by our 
forests which are colored green by many different shrubs 
and trees including the holly, cedar, palmetto, live oak, 
magnolia, and hemlock. The most prevalent evergreen 
found in our forests is the many varieties of pine that 
are scattered across our state. 

The one pine that can be seen from Table Rock to 
Myrtle Beach is the Loblolly (Pinus taeda). The Loblolly 
produces the largest tree of all the pines found in this 
state and there is little doubt that it can be found in all 
of our state parks. Another pine that can be found state
wide is the Shortleaf (Pinus echinata). The shortleaf is a 
common tree in the Piedmont but is found in scattered 
areas along the Coastal Plain. 

Every South Carolinian should be able to identify the 
Longleaf pine. With needles up to eighteen inches long and 
cones as long as ten inches, it is easy to spot in the coastal 
counties and can be found as for west as Hickory Knob 
State Resort Park in McCormick County. This tree pro
duces excellent lumber and was a favorite when turpentine 
was produced in this state. 

The Virginia Pine (Pinus virginiana) is commonly 
found in our mountainous parks and can be found in most 
state parks located in the upper piedmont. 

At one time the Slash Pine (Pinus elliottii) was found 
only in the southern tip of the state. This tree is quite 
common in Florida and South Georgia and has become a 
favorite among foresters who have planted it by the 
millions across this state. 

The following pines are not common but can be found 
if you look in the right places: 

White Pine (Pinus strobus) is found in the northern 
mountainous part of the state, usually in cool moist valleys. 
This tree has been planted as an ornamental in many areas. 

Pond Pine (Pinus scrotina) is normally located in small 
swamps of the Coastal Plain and can be seen at Givhans 
Ferry State Park. 

Pitch Pine (Pinus rigida) grows in the upper Piedmont, 
generally occurring on dry ridges and slopes. 

Table Mountain Pine (Pinus pungens) is confined to 
the upper reaches of the Appalachian Mountains from 
southern Pennsylvania to northern Georgia. A few of these 
trees are located in South Carolina and some of these 
may be seen at Table Rock. 

Spruce Pine (Pinus glabra) can be found in small scat
tered groves from the lower Santee River southward along 
the coast. Some of these trees may be seen in the day use 
area at Givhans Ferry State Park. 

How many different pines do you have on your park? 
Identifying the different trees found in your park can be 
an interesting hobby. Give it a try and let us know if you 
need any help. 

JOE FRANK WATSON 
Chief Naturalist 
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What Do South Carolina State Park 
Visitors Say About Us? 

"On April 17th we spent the night in an R. V. 
at your Paris Mountain State Park in Greenville. 
The park was so lovely I really felt I had to write 
and compliment your department. I have never 
been in a state park that was so clean and beauti
fully maintained. The park director there must be 
a very dedicated man. I wish to send my thanks 
to him and your department for providing such 
a lovely spot. We enjoyed our stop there and ap
preciated all the work that goes into providing 
such a beauty spot. We did not stop at any other 
parks in your state ... if they are as great as 
that one, you are doing a wonderful job." 

MRS. ELIZABETH LAKE 
Birmingham, Michigan 

". . . Thanks for a great weekend — we were 
really impressed with the facilities at Hunting 
Island, the helpfulness of the staff and the won
derful beaches. Do pass on our praise to the State 
leaders. State parking it is a great way to vaca
tion." 

MONROE T. GILMOUR 
Camden, S. C. 

"Today I called about renting a cabin at Table 
Rock for the week-end. I have never written a 
thank-you note to a state agency before but I was 
so impressed today that I felt moved to do so. 
Most agencies make one feel like a "code number" 
in their "cool, business-like manner." However, 
today not only were you and your staff (from the 
delightful woman I talked to when 1 called initially 
to the superintendent at Table Rock State Park) 
exceptionally efficient and helpful but you were 
also very warm and personable. One has the feel
ing that each caller is treated as a very special 
person. This is such a departure from the tradi
tional bureaucratic treatment. It is rewarding 
knowing that our tax dollars are supporting such 
a worthwhile organization. I will certainly be 
"spreading the word" about the excellent public 
relations job that you and your staff are doing. 
Thank you again for making such a dreary day a 
delightful one . . 

NANCY SOX 

"Mrs. Buchanan and I have been touring much of 
the U.S. and a part of Canada in a motorhome 
since May 1974. We have stayed in many and varied 
camp sites during this period. We recently spent 
a week in one of your state park camping areas — 
Baker Creek at the Clark Hill Reservoir. I would 
very much like to both compliment you on the 
condition and efficiency of the campgrounds and 
the South Carolina park system, and congratulate 
you on the calibre and quality of personnel you 
have overseeing the park and its operation. Al
though the weather was somewhat raw and cold, 
and the fishing very poor, our stay was made 
perfectly delightful by the clean appearance of the 
area and the personalities of the superintendent 
and the assistant superintendent. 

They were especially friendly and extremely 
helpful in every way. Most of the other camp
grounds we have stayed in could well take notice 
of both the condition of Baker Creek and the at
titudes of the operating personnel. It was a pleas
ure staying at Baker Creek and I am pleased to be 
able to inform you accordingly." 

MR. A. E. BUCHANAN 
Albuquerque, N. M. 

"I wish to tell you how well we were treated at 
Cheraw State Park about the 25th of September. 
The young man who was on duty was very cour
teous, friendly and offered to help us if we needed 
help. The grounds were well kept and the rest-
rooms very clean." 

MR. AND MRS. H. R. CRITTENDON 
La Verne, Calif. 
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"We would like to commend the S. C. Dept of 
Parks, Recreation and Tourism for what we con
sider to be superior judgement for having in their 
employment the services of a true gentleman and 
heroic person, Ranger Dennis Hart of Edisto Beach 
State Park. During a sudden violent storm which 
was not predicted by local weather authorities, 
this ranger was of immediate (almost incredibly 
so) aid and comfort to us. We had camped too far 
out from shelter for the flimsy tent we carried, and 
I am convinced we'd have lost our tent and most 
of our gear entirely, had not Ranger Hart been 
there almost at the first great gust of wind, to 
weight down the tent, assist us (one adult, two 
kids and a dog) into our station wagon and direct 
us off the point and toward shelter. A few minutes 
later, after assisting other campers in similar 
straits, he returned and, finding we were com
pletely soaked, bedding and all, led us to the dry 
comfort of his own house, where his wife and chil
dren offered towels and hot drinks and assisted 
us in locating a vacant motel room that would ad
mit a wet St. Bernard overnight. 

"If we were well-to-do, I'd surely include a 
check for Ranger Hart . . . but the little I could 
offer would likely be an insult. Nevertheless, we 
want whoever SHOULD KNOW to know that my 
words cannot do justice to our gratitude. Possibly 
my eleven-year old son put it best with a spontane
ous remark he made when the ranger, drenched 
in rain and raging, howling winds blowing all 
sorts of things around his head, was busily find
ing rocks to hold our tent down. Son Tom looked 
at me in total amazement and shouted over the 
storm, "Man! He sure takes his job seriously!" 
May God continue to bless and keep all rangers ... 
especially yours. 

Ms. BEVERLY ROCHE 
Dayton, Ohio 

" . . .  I  w a n t  t o  c o m m e n d  t h e  S t a t e  o f  S o u t h  C a r o 
lina for the beautiful park but more important 
than that the excellent employees that you have 
in Mr. Jim Meadors and his entire staff. I wish I 
could feel that every individual entering into Ten
nessee's state parks was greeted with the kind
ness, courtesy and consideration that my family 
was met with at Sesquicentennial State Park." 

HON. S. THOMAS BURNETT 
House of Representatives, Tennessee 

". . . thank you for your help and cooperation. 
The park was clean, the lake very handy, the na
ture trail exciting, and the baseball field was 
used — even in the rain. You have a really great 
park and we want to thank you for letting us use 
it, for reserving the shelter for us, and for being 
so cooperative. We all had a marvelous time and 
you can be sure we will visit Pleasant Ridge again! 

DON AND LIN CAMERON 
Easley, S. C. 

"On behalf of the entire staff of the University of 
South Carolina Social Problems Research Insti
tute, I would like to express sincere gratitude to 
all of the Hickory Knob staff who had a part in 
making our recent stay with you so extremely 
pleasant. We were impressed not only with the 
quality of the facility, but also with the cheerful 
attention to detail exhibited by everyone with 
whom we came in contact. By consensus we feel 
Hickory Knob will be a tremendously successful 
asset to South Carolina, and we take pride in hav
ing it in our state. Perhaps the most meaningful 
expression of our enthusiasm for Hickory Knob 
lies in the fact that virtually all of us are making 
private preparations for individual visits at a later 
date." 
RICHARD B. LAWHON, Projects Coordinator 
Columbia, S. C. 
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. . Through the cooperation of Mr. Tillman 
Erwin and his associates our field trip was a 
smashing success. Mr. Erwin was extremely co
operative and it is refreshing to know that state 
agencies can work together." 

DAVID L. MARTIN, Geology Department 
University of South Carolina 

. . Our contact with Mr. Ray Hayes, the super
visor, was most pleasant. He was most friendly 
and helpful in answering our questions. It was 
obvious that the excellent facilities were kept up 
by a very efficient administrator. We wish to 
convey to you and Mr. Hayes our thoughts about 
our camping experience in friendly South Caro
lina. You, the people in the State Park Department, 
should recognize the quality of the people you 
have working in your organization. We may be 
back next year!" 

DAVID B. TUUK, Track Coach/Director of Athletics 
Calvin College, Grand Rapids, Michigan 

. . The Bert H. Ballam family had a memorable 
visit to Oconee State Park the first weekend in 
February 1975. We had never visited any of our 
state parks and we were amazed at the clean
liness of the park and our cabin. We could have 
eaten off of the floors. The weekend was marvel
ous . . . everything was in order, more than we 
expected. We are planning a return trip this fall 
and I'm sure many families will return with us. 
I took so many pictures I'm a walking advertise
ment. I wrote to Mr. Cothran last November for 
information about the park. I couldn't believe it 
when I received an answer by return mail. We 
wrote several letters after that, then I made our 
reservations: We were late arriving on Friday 
night, but Mr. Cothran waited for us before clos
ing the gate and made sure we were comfortable 
(and we handled the business end the next morn
ing) instead of holding us and sleepy children up 
at the gate that night. Please let Mr. Cothran 
know that I have only words of praise for his 
park. Signed, a taxpayer who doesn't mind her 
money going to Oconee State Park." 

MRS. BERT BALLAM 
Mount Pleasant, S. C. 

"I would like to take this opportunity to personally 
commend Cliff Brady and Rick Turner, two of 
your personnel at Edisto Beach State Park. Satur
day we decided to spend the day at the beach 
and parked the car in the park's camping area. 
That evening while swimming in the inlet, I lost 
my car keys. All our dry clothing, money, etc. was 
locked in the trunk. Had it not been for the ex
cellent help and moral support rendered us at 
that time by Mr. Brady and Mr. Turner, an un
pleasant situation could have been much worse. 
Food was provided as well as arrangements made 
for a ride back to Columbia the next morning. Mr. 
Brady and Mr. Turner were extremely courteous 
and genuinely concerned. These two fine young 
men are truly a credit to your Department and to 
the State of South Carolina." 

MR. BOYCE C. BROOME 
Columbia, S. C. 

"I recently completed a week's stay at the Hun
tington Beach State Park and found this to be 
truly one of the nicest experiences of our life. The 
staff of the park, under the direction of Mr. Van 
Stickles, was the most courteous and efficient 
group of men I have ever seen. Even in the face 
of problems, they reacted calmly and courteous
ly . . ." 

E. F. SHAW WILGIS, M.D. 
Baltimore, Maryland 
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. . Please pass along my compliments to the 
Ranger at Little Pee Dee State Park. This was 
beyond a question, the cleanest, delightful and well 
kept park it has been our good luck to stumble 
on. I wondered how all the trailer sites were so 
clean . . . that is, until I noticed that they were 
all raked, all the sand was smooth and level. We 
all regretted that we did not have the time to stay 
there longer, as it was a most delightful place. Had 
a short chat with one of the park staff and he was 
as pleasant a surprise as the park was." 

NORMAN R. HURST 
Ontario, Canada 

"This short message is to say how much my 
husband and I appreciate South Carolina's 
state parks. I wish especially to commend 
you and the Griffins at Andrew Jackson State 
Park. We are campers, and on a visit there last 
week, we commented to each other and to the 
charming hostess in the museum on the clean
liness, well-planned and executed museum and the 
beautiful grounds. We are really not native Caro
linians, but retired New Jerseyites who are proud 
to now call ourselves Carolinians. Thank you 
for your many nice parks. 

MRS. OWEN HAWKINS 
Starr, S. C. 

"I wish to highly praise and commend Mike Hen
dricks of Table Rock State Park. On a recent 
camping trip I lost my wallet in the parking area. 
Mr. Hendricks found it and phoned me at home. 
You can imagine my surprise as well as delight 
in receiving his call. An interesting note; my 
diamond wedding rings (I had forgotten they were 
in the wallet) as well as valuable papers were all 
intact. Mr. Hendricks refused any reward. My 
husband and I offer to him as well as the S. C. 
park system our deepest gratitude and thanks. 
Because of people such as Mr. Hendricks our 
world is a better place to live and play. 

JOANN BOWMAN 
Taylors, S. C. 

". . . After visiting Oconee State Park (we wish 
we were there at this very moment) we are better 
able to face the many problems of everyday living 
and working in a big city like Miami . . . Just 
rocking on the front porch of a cabin or listening 
to the crickets chirping are something to look 
forward to." 

MR. AND MRS. JOHN LESKO 
Miami, Fla. 

"After five years of camping our family has never 
come across a state park quite like Myrtle Beach— 
fantastic! What makes Myrtle Beach so pleasant 
is its cleanliness and friendliness. Just imagine, 
our campsite was raked and spotless when we 
pulled in and the whole park had that "well 
scrubbed and picked up" look. The staff was ener
getic, courteous and each had a uniform that was 
clean. The park manager deserves to be com
mended, along with his staff, for giving guests a 
super place to visit." 

MRS. M. J. MONNELLY 
C h i c a g o ,  I I I .  

"Recently, my wife and I spent the weekend at 
your state park in Aiken. ... It is a real pleasure 
to visit any of the state parks in the system, and 
Aiken State Park is an example of one of the best." 
E. B. BOYER 
Beaufort, S. C. 

Editor's note: If you did not read the letters 
from state park visitors in this article, I hope that 
you will take the time to do so. These letters or 
excerpts were selected at random from our files. 
Other letters equally worthy of inclusion were 
omitted, and similar pleasant experiences at other 
state parks were not included. It gives me a true 
sense of pride to be associated with such fine 
people as those in our South Carolina state parks 
system . . . the best anywhere! 
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Kings 
Kings Mountain State Park Superintendent, Lee Jordan 

and staff have pooled their resources to dress up the en
trance to what was already a beautiful area. Superintendent 
Jordan used what some may call a "beg, borrow and 
steal" method of acquiring enough wood to construct the 
attractive split rail fence which now graces the entrance 
to the park. In addition, the park signs were moved closer 
to the main highway. The open field areas on either side 
of the park entrance resemble a well kept golf course with 
the rich green grass growing there. 

Many of the improvements made at Kings Mountain 
are not readily visible to the daytime park visitor. Group 
camps York and Cherokee have been completely re
novated and fresh coats of paint have been applied. 

In addition to the "new look," Superintendent Jordan 
has used other methods of attracting new visitors to the 
park. Being an avid square dance fan, he has scheduled 
numerous square dances on the park as special nighttime 
activities. He has also been instrumental in scheduling 
dances in other areas and considers it to be a fine art. 

Mountain Receives Face-Lifting 
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A Magnetic Subject 
Your idea of a hobby might be stamp collecting 

or tennis, but some people enjoy hunting for 
buried treasure with a metal detector. The "treas
ure" might be a snap-ring from a soft drink can, 
a coin or a class ring, but the excitement of the 
hunt provides relaxation for the person at the 
business end of the metal detector. 

Requests for the use of metal detectors have 
in the past been issued by the Chief Historian. In 
the future, permission for the use of metal detec
tors in certain areas of the parks will be at the 
discretion of the superintendent. These areas 
should include swimming areas, day use areas 
and unoccupied campsites. Metal detection should 
not be allowed in undeveloped areas, near old 
house sites, in work areas, near residences or at 
any site which may have historical associations. 

A person must check with a park superinten
dent before using a detector; metallic items are 
to be shown to the park superintendent for exami
nation and disposal of the debris; all metallic 
items which are located must be picked up and 
digging is not allowed. In addition, the park 
superintendent has the right to refuse use of a 
metal detector in the park. 

Permits must still be obtained from this office 
for the use of metal detectors at Rivers Bridge, 
Kings Mountain and Hunting Island State Parks. 
No metal detectors will be allowed at Old Dor
chester, Santee Indian Mound, Hampton Planta
tion, Redcliffe, Rose Hill, Landsford Canal and 
Charles Towne Landing. 

We want to provide certain areas for park 
visitors with metal detectors to enjoy themselves, 
but we also want to protect certain areas with 
historical significance from being picked over 
for possible artifacts. 

MIKE FOLEY 
Chie f  His tor ian  



NEW FACILITIES 
Pleasant Ridge 

One of the two new cabins built at Pleasant Ridge State Park. 

Keotvee- Toxa way 

This many-angled wooden bridge traverses a steep ravine on the 
nature trail at Keowee-Toxaway. 

One of four kiosks (mini-exhibit buildings) located on the nature 
trail at Keowee. 

Unusual pictorial signs direct park visitors to facilities at Keowee-
Toxaway. 
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Plans For Woods Bay State 
Park Made Final 

Programs Coordinator Bob Papenfus explained the anticipated de
velopment of Woods Bay State Park to those attending an on-site 

presentation marking the final acquisition of land. 

Future development plans, including canoe trails and a 
boardwalk, were revealed as the final 41-acre tract of land 
was purchased for Woods Bay State Park. 

In an informal afternoon ceremony, C. B. Askins of Lake 
City, Sixth District Commissioner of the Department of 
Parks, Recreation and Tourism (PRT), presented a check 
for $36,500 to landowner B. Wallace Moore of Olanta for 
purchase of the final tract of land for the park. The acquisi
tion was financed jointly from the PRT Recreation Land 
Trust Fund and from matching federal Bureau of Outdoor 
Recreation (BOR) funds. 

The 41-acre addition is a high ground tract that will 
provide access and space for parking and support facilities, 
allowing the 1,500-acre swamp area to be retained in its 
natural condition. 

Woods Bay is the first unique natural area to be so pre
served in the state park system. It is a prime example of 
the geological phenomena known as a Carolina Bay and is 
similar to a swamp except the water level remains con
stant and is entirely spring fed. 

Attending the ceremony at the park were a number of 
public officials from Sumter, Florence and Clarendon coun
ties, the Swamp Fox Country Tourism Commission and the 
Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism. 

Main emphasis for future utilization of the 1,500-acre 
park are towards nature interpretation and preservation of 
its natural resources, with limited recreational use. Phase I 
include canoe trails, a boardwalk trail leading into the bay 
and swamp area, a nature interpretive center, picnic facili
ties, a parking area, rest rooms, and an entrance road to the 
park. The first phase is expected to be completed by next 
spring at an estimated cost of $75,000. 

The second phase of the park, to be completed by 1981, 
calls for the construction of two residences for park person
nel, a service building, additional boardwalks and other 
facilities, at a projected cost of $200,000. 

Because of its many unusual features, Woods Bay offers 
a completely different recreational experience for visitors. 
The park is located in an oval depression in the earth, filled 
with water about three deep and has a variety of plant 
and animal life common to similar swamp areas. 

Unlike a swamp because it is spring fed, the water in the 
Carolina Bay is very cold. Grown up in cypress and gum 
trees, it is home of alligators, bobcats, otters, and an occa
sional bear, waterfowl and many other forms of wildlife. 

The park is now open to the public in its undeveloped 
state. George Hargrove is superintendent of the new park. 

A check in payment for the additional property acquired at Woods 
Bay changes hands. From left, PRT Commissioner C. B. Askins, 
Lake City; State Senator Thomas E. Smith, Jr., Florence and land
owner B. Wallace Moore, Olanta. Woods Bay is a recent park 
acquisition, and its development is being undertaken as a Bicenten
nial project of PRT. 
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Kings Mountain 

On Saturday morning, April 5, 1975, the Rock Hill dis
trict of the Boy Scouts of America under the supervision 
of the staff at Kings Mountain State Park and central 
office personnel, completed over % of the hiking trail 
system at Kings Mountain. The hiking trail, a joint venture 
of the Division of State Parks and the National Park Serv
ice, will originate at the Visitors' Center within Kings 
Mountain National Military Park and circle through Kings 
Mountain State Park for a total distance of twelve miles. 
Future plans call for an overnight shelter along the trail 
for those who wish to have an overnight backpacking 
experience. 

The Kings Mountain hiking trail was planned in con
junction with the opening of the visitor complex within the 
national park. In order to complete our end of the trail, 
the Division of State Parks once again called upon volun
teers to do the majority of trail clearing and bridge con
struction. The Boy Scouts responded with enthusiasm and 
by the time I photographed the final ray of the sun the 
trail was nearly finished. A special thank you goes to the 
staff of Kings Mountain State Park: Lew Cato, Assistant 
Superintendent; Jerry Harris, PMA; Mike Mathis, Ranger 
I; Mike Lovelace, Ranger I; and to District Superintendent 
Freddie Parkman for their efforts. 

DENNIS GUNTER 
Naturalist 

Finalizing plans for the hiking trail were (from left), Joe Watson, 
Chief Naturalist, Division of State Parks; Howard Hunter, District 
Scout Executive; Lew Cato, Assistant Superintendent at Kings Moun
tain State Park 
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The Saga Of The Aardvarks 

Wendell Paulk displays the form that has made him an All-League performer. 

(We commend staff member Turpin for his unswerving 
persistence in submitting this article three times for pub
lication. We hope that it will serve as a prelude to the 
1975-76 basketball season, which by now is just around 
the corner! Ed.) 

After a highly successful softball season (5 wins, 9 
losses), the PRT staff decided to use the latent basketball 
talent and field a team to compete in the Richland County 
League. After about two practices it became obvious that 
any talent in the department was latent indeed. Such 
piddling details were not enough to overcome an intense 
feeling of competitiveness and the desire to excel that 
spurred the men to such heights during the softball cam
paign. Thus, the PRT Aardvarks were established. 

We felt the first game would do much in setting the 
trend of the season. After smashing the opponents by a 39-
33 margin the Aardvarks were sky high. Momentum was 
with us. By carefully planning our strategy and playing 
hard-nose defense, the next three opponents were held to 
an average of a mere 72 points a game while the Aard
varks, burning with desire to prove themselves worthy 
representatives of PRT scorched the nets at a 29 points 
per game average. The scores were not a true indication 
of how close and hard-fought the games were. In fact, 
one game went down to the wire before the Aardvarks 
succumbed to The Wrecking Crew 71-28. 

Then tragedy struck. The coach had to have a bum knee 
repaired and missed the fifth game of the season. But three 
previous narrow defeats and the loss of their leader seemed 
to set the round bailers on fire. With the battle cry "win for 
the gimper," the team was inspired to pull out a 44-42 
verdict for its second win. 

The next three games were the most impressive vic
tories of the still young season. The bench was cleared 
in a 41-31 hosing of the Columbia Fire Department. Again 
the bench was cleared enroute to a rout (pardon the 
play on words) of the Columbia Dabs by a whopping 62-31 
score. Then the Aardvarks avenged an earlier 69-26 loss 
by mutilating the Data Checks 50-46. 

tfi'-'Jrsxx. 
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The four game win streak came to an end with succes
sive losses to the two top teams in the league. But, knowing 
that we were hungry for a victory, the next opponent 
was too afraid to show up and a victory by forfeit was 
under our belt. 

The last game of the season saw the Aardvarks take 
a smashing 55-53 overtime victory from the firemen. 

The first Annual Aardvark Awards Banquet was hosted 
by the coach. Team members and their families were 
treated to the gourmet dish of hot dogs and potato chips. 
Presentation of awards was complicated by the fact that 
each member, strangely enough, received one vote for each 
honor. 

Team members include: 
Division of State Parks — Charles Harrison, Tommy 
Moody, Freddie Parkman, Jim King, Edmond Brown, 
Mike Foley, Ralph Rabon, Billy Lucas and the 
esteemed innovative coach, D. L. Turpin. 
Division of Administration — John Funderburke and 
Ed Flowers. 
Division of Recreation — Carl Hust. 
Division of Planning and Development — Buddy 
Jennings. 
BOR Liaison Office — Wendell Paulk. 
Epworth Children's Home — Tom Savage, a defen
sive stalwart who stands 6'11". 

The Aardvarks are to be commended for the fine manner 
in which they meshed as a team, and for representing PRT 
before screaming, hostile crowds numbering between six 
and nineteen people week after week. PRT employees and 
their families have much in which they can take pride. 
The guts and determination exhibited by these brave sol
diers should be an example to all of us. 

DAN TURPIN 
Chief of Recreation 
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New Personnel 
William N. Boyce 
Richard Carl Bailey 
Mary Elaine McCoy 
Margaret E. Hutchinson 
Leon Edwin Holliday 
George Thomas Gordon 
John McClellan 
Julius Allen Nichols, Jr. 
Charles E. Glance 
Robert C. Brooks 
Carolyn L. Alewine 
George R. Corley 

Ranger I 
Ranger I 
Welcome Center Hostess 
Canteen Operator 
Ranger I 
Ranger I 
Ranger II 
Ranger I 
Ranger I 
Historic Research Coordinator 
Clerk I 
Ranger I 

Andrew Jackson 
Charles Towne Landing 
Charles Towne Landing 
Charles Towne Landing 
Hamilton Branch 
Huntington Beach 
Huntington Beach 
Pleasant Ridge 
Rose Hill 
Central Office 
Santee 
Sesquicentennial 

Promotions And Transfers 
Larry G. Henderson 
Kurt Becht 

Robert Fowler 

FROM 
Ranger I at Rose Hill 
Superintendent I at Goodale 

PMA at Cheraw 

TO 
to Ranger II at Croft 
to Superintendent II at Little 

Pee Dee 
to Superintendent I at Goodale 

Resignations 
Douglas Perritt 
Edward James Guenther 
J. E. Manly 
Paul Manous 
Lanelle B. Jones 
Mitchell Lee Lucas 
Ted M. Ayer 
J. Charles Altman 
Roger Keith Abercrombie 
Helen Griffith Tidwell 

Ranger I 
Ranger I 
Welcome Center Hostess 
Ranger II 
Welcome Center Hostess 
Ranger I 
Ranger I 
Ranger II 
Ranger I 
Clerk I 

Andrew Jackson 
Charles Towne Landing 
Charles Towne Landing 
Croft 
Hickory Knob 
Hunting Island 
Huntington Beach 
Huntington Beach 
Pleasant Ridge 
Santee 

Retired 
Marshall Waldt Superintendent Little Pee Dee 
David A. Thompson Groundskeeper Poinsett 
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Ray M. Sisk 
Kenneth O. Kolb 
Norman B. Cooler 
Horace Craig 
Robert G. Jones 
Charlie F. Parkman 
Robert J. Papenfus 
Frances McElveen 
Pearce Thomson 
Leonard Jones 
Dana L. Sawyer 
Michael C. Stevens 
Mike Foley 
Roy Sigmon 
Nancy Hook 
Robert C. Brooks 
Dan Turpin 
Charles Harrison 
Joe F. Watson 
Dennis Gunter 
Ralph Rabon 
James B. King 
Merl Rhodes 
Edmond Brown 
Walter Branham 
Andrew Kennedy 
Ernest M. Hall 
William C. Lucas 
Heyward Bouknight 
Dave Wright 
Stan Bauer 
Archie G. Moore, Jr. 
Lorine W. Davis 
Barbara T. Riley 
Jackie Wood 
Janeice Lowder 
Pam Kelly 

State Park Director 
Assistant State Park Director 
District Superintendent 
District Superintendent 
District Superintendent 
District Superintendent 
Programs Coordinator 
Chief of Operations 
Engineering and Planning Coordinator 
Superintendent, Service & Supply Center 
Information and Education Officer 
Information and Education Assistant 
Chief Historian 
Historic Researcher 
Historic Research Coordinator 
Historic Research Coordinator 
Chief Recreator 
Assistant Recreator 
Chief Naturalist 
Assistant Naturalist 
Chief of Merchandising 
Concessions Supervisor 
Concessions Supervisor 
Safety and Job Training Officer 
Assistant Superintendent, Service & Supply Center 
Chief of Maintenance 
Assistant Chief of Maintenance 
Chief of Construction 
State Park Engineer 
State Park Planner 
State Park Planner 
Draftsman 
Staff Assistant, Columbia Office 
Secretary, Columbia Office 
Secretary, Columbia Office 
Secretary, Columbia Office 
Secretary, Service & Supply Center 

Page 40 PARK LUES 



FROM THE EDITOR ... 
Balance And Priorities 

A renowned author was interviewed for a 
magazine article several years ago. She radiated 
a supreme happiness, therefore the writer was 
inquiring as to her secrets for success. I was un
able to locate the article, but the substance of her 
answer was basically this . . . 

My life consists of a number of ingredi
ents . . . my family, my work, my friends, my 
recreation and leisure interests, my interest in 
the community and my church. I am happiest 
when I keep all of these things in proper balance. 
Too much of one or too little of another creates 
problems for me . . . frustration, unhappiness, 
even fear. Just as the recipe for a cake depends 
for success upon the combination of certain in
gredients in specific amounts, I have found my 
greatest happiness when I can keep the scales of 
my life in balance. 

Mental and physical problems . . . drug 
abuse . . . alcoholism ... a staggering divorce 
rate . . . premature deaths from overexertion or 
the pressures of the business world . . . these and 
many other symptoms seem to indicate that many 
of us are having trouble when it comes to balanc
ing the scales of our lives. 

Each of us must deal with his or her life 
as we find it, here and now. A change of 
pace might be the best medicine that could be 
prescribed. In case you're wondering where it 
can be found, I suggest that the open spaces of 
our state parks and other natural areas might be 
excellent "medicine." So often we're so busy re
miniscing about bygone days or anticipating 
tomorrow that we never take the time to really 
live and enjoy TODAY! 

A friend from Carnegie, Pennsylvania and . . . 
like the editor ... a transplanted New Hampshire 
yankee . . . penned these words in a booklet that 
I recently received. Thanks, Jean Rihl . . . 
I couldn't have said it better. It goes like this . . . 

"How long has it been since you . . . 
listened to a forest? 
smiled at an inch-worm's journey? 
raced a stand of meadow grass? 
walked down the sand to meet the sea? 

said "welcome!" to the rain? 
said, "good morning!" to a sunrise? 
said, "thank you!" to a mountain? 
said, "I love you!" to a friend? 

DON'T WAIT TOO LONG!" 

DANA L. SAWYER 
Editor 
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The reigning "Miss State Parks," Pam Foxx greets park visitors to Kings Mountain State 
Park near her Gaffney, South Carolina home. Pam, an alumna of Limestone College, 
will be making at least two appearances this summer for special activities in South 
Carolina state parks. The first is scheduled June 28 at Hunting Island State Park for the 
100th Anniversary Celebration of the Hunting Island Lighthouse. The following week
end she will be at Charles Towne Landing for the Fourth of July celebration. 


