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From The Director 

For some time now, we have filled these pages 
with glamorous pictures and well-composed 
articles about happy people basking in the sun
shine at our state parks. At the time I am writing 
this our I & E officer just called saying he was 
snowbound at Pleasant Ridge and there were no 
people in the park to photograph. 

I went to the top of the Hunting Island light
house last week. Using this vantage point, I in
tended to see many people playing in the three 
miles of surf. There were no people on the beach, 
only pelicans and gulls. And how rare is it that 
you can hike the six miles up to Table Rock and 
back and not meet another soul. 

But this can't be South Carolina!!!! 
Where are the mosquitoes, the creepy crawlers, 

the happy hikers, the Winnebagos and the bikini-
clad beauties? 

Fortunately, for the sake of the resource, I 
guess they have all decided to take a rest. But, 
go ask a field man if he is taking a rest! 

Between now and the first of the season when 
those newly painted buildings open and you 
picnic under a shelter with a new roof, drink from 
a fountain with clear (not rusty) water, camp on 
a spanking new pad, and can plug more than one 
lightbulb in an electric box, you know someone 
has been busy. That someone is the park superin
tendent and his rangers! 

These are the people who make it possible to 
have the best state parks you will ever visit, and 
it's these people who have gotten this special 
winter edition dedicated to themselves. 

RAY M. SISK 
State Park Director 
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From The Directorate 

"The Magic 
of the Fund' 

South Carolina's Recreation Land Trust Fund 
was created by the General Assembly a year ago, 
after three years of effort by PRT and others to 
bring it about. 

Most people agreed from the beginning that 
the Fund was a good idea. The hang-up developed 
when the General Assembly tried to determine 
where the money would come from. Ideally, such 
a Fund should have a continuing source of rev
enue, but, in the end, that approach had to be 
abandoned. The lawmakers finally appropriated 
$600,000 to start up the Fund. Not much money, 
but a start. If the Fund was not born with a silver 
spoon in its mouth, at least it was born. 

PRT has just submitted to the General As
sembly a report on what it has been doing with 
the Fund during the past year. The report is a 
rather impressive statement of the magic that can 
be worked with such a Fund. Frankly, it has been 
working even better than anyone thought it would. 

What's happened? Well, overall, the $600,000 
in the Fund has kicked off a chain reaction of 
activities that will result in the acquisition of 
recreation lands worth more than $6,000,000. 
That's right, six million dollars worth of property. 

The "magic" of adding three big zeros to the 
money in the fund was brought about by a combi
nation of land donations, federal matching funds, 
other state funds, and local matching dollars. It 
builds up almost before you can blink your eye. 
Of course, that's the whole idea. The PRT Com
mission said all along that such a fund would 
enable the State to stretch its dollars, mainly by 

being able to take advantage of good opportunities 
as they arise. 

The Fund was used to help with the purchase 
of Capers Island. The amount of money taken 
from the Fund for Capers was a small portion of 
the total purchase price, but the entire deal 
probably would have fallen through without it. 

Other Fund projects include six new state 
parks and additions of property to three existing 
parks. 

The new parks will be Musgrove's Mill and 
Hanging Rock, both of which are Revolutionary 
War battle sites, a new park adjacent to 1-85 
near Lake Hartwell, and a new park in the Pee 
Dee. The fifth new park will be at Drayton Hall 
Plantation near Charleston on the Ashley River. 
Drayton Hall's manor house will be purchased and 
operated by the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation. PRT will buy and administer the 
land around the house. The sixth project being 
pursued is the acquisition of historic Oconee Sta
tion, which was a pioneer trading post on the 
Cherokee Path. This will be a joint venture with 
Oconee County and others. 

The additions of recreation lands to existing 
parks will be at Woods Bay, Old Dorchester, and 
Table Rock. 

So the Fund had a busy first year. We feel that 
it ably demonstrated its worth to the State, and 
that it should be continued. The PRT Commission 
is seeking $2.8 million for the Fund, to keep it 
going. The Fund would still be without a con
tinuing source of revenue, but the new money 
would keep the magic going for awhile. 

FRED P. BRINKMAN 
Executive Director 
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Limestone College Student Selected 
"Miss South Carolina State Parks99 

Pam Foxx, a 5'6" blonde-haired, blue-eyed 
senior at Limestone College, has been selected as 
Miss South Carolina State Parks for 1975. The 
new Miss State Parks was presented to the South 
Carolina Parks, Recreation and Tourism Commis
sion on January 31 by Fred Brinkman, the execu
tive director of PRT. 

Miss Foxx will represent the State Parks divi
sion of the department at official functions 
throughout the year. The daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Dalton Foxx, she is a lifelong resident of 
Cherokee County, where her father is employed 
by Deering-Milliken. 

A talented flutist, she was selected as Miss 
Gaffney and South Carolina Princess of Flowers 
in 1971. She was named "Miss Limestone College" 
during her sophomore year at Limestone. The new 
Miss State Parks is majoring in business and has a 
particular interest in banking. In her spare time 
she enjoys her hobbies of music and tennis. 

A public drawing was held February 14 in the Governor's 
office to assign state park cabins during the summer 
months. Miss Becky Williams, PRT Welcome Center Co

ordinator, began the drawing with Governor James B. Ed
wards. The newly crowned Miss South Carolina State Parks, 
Pam Foxx, was scheduled to assist but was unable to attend. 
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CAMPING . . . 

Home Is .. . Wherever We Are! 
One idea for this issue of PARK LITES dealt 

with the whys and wherefores of camping. We 
were interested in the reasons that people camp, 
their likes and dislikes, comments and suggestions. 
While we had certain things in mind, we had 
hoped for better weather in January. The rains 
came, and they liked it so well that they stayed 
and stayed! One Saturday trip to a park had to 
be changed because there were no campers on 
that day! Another trip had to be delayed a few 
hours because of tornado warnings. However, I 
eventually managed to locate some campers and 
had some interesting discussions. 

State parks near military installations have 
their share of parents camping while visiting their 
offspring. Two such parks are Sesquicentennial 
(near Fort Jackson) and Hunting Island (near 
Parris Island). Sesqui Superintendent Jim Meadors 
told me about an unusual situation involving a 
camper. There is a salesman that works the Co
lumbia area from Monday through Friday, but 
lives in another part of the state. Several months 
ago when this territory opened up for him, he 
drove a van camper to the park while another 
member of his family drove the salesman's car. 
Monday through Friday the camper is parked at 
a campsite, and is the salesman's "home away 
from home." Friday night the camper is removed 
from the campsite and parked near the park shop 
until the following Monday. 

Superintendent Meadors remarked that there 
has been at least one camper in the campground 
every day in the last three years that he has been 
at Sesqui! I wonder how many other state parks 
can boast of such a record? 

THE WILHELMS 

One camping family was not interviewed in 
the campground, but near a historic interpretive 
center. George and Hilda Wilhelm and their son 
Bruce stopped to talk with me as they walked 
along Sesqui's main road near the log cabin. The 
Wilhelms were from Boonsboro, Maryland and 
were on their way back home from a trip to 
Florida. Bruce was a graduate student at the 
University of South Carolina and was preparing 
to return to his studies. 

The Wilhelms were not strangers to Sesqui, 
but had camped there before. "We like the facili
ties and the park personnel, so we stay here when
ever we are in Columbia visiting Bruce," Mrs. 
Wilhelm said. Many campers at South Carolina 
state parks are repeat customers! 

THE CAMPBELLS 

An immaculate Argosy travel trailer had the 
campground at Kings Mountain State Park all to 
itself as my daughter Laurie and I approached the 
site. It was a dreary Saturday, and an advance 
call to Superintendent Lee Jordan assured me 
that a good interview was in store for me. I wasn't 
disappointed! R. P. and Linda Campbell were 
sipping on half-empty cups of coffee while sons 
Greg and Jeffrey romped in the nearby woods. I 
soon realized that I had an unusual family . . . 
they were not only campers, but they were com
mercial campground owners! Mr. Campbell and 
two of his brothers own and operate Pine Tree 
Campground, a 263-site facility at Fort Mill. The 
mammoth Carowinds park is just three miles down 
the road and 1-77 is less than one-half mile away. 

All sites at Pine Tree have electrical and water 
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hookups, and 10 also have sewer connections. The 
park was completed and opened for business in 
the spring of 1973. Business has been rather slow, 
and the campground has not been filled on any 
one day. In fact, seventy is the largest number of 
sites occupied at one time. Summer rates, in
cluding full hookups and use of the swimming 
pool, are $5.50. Off-season rates of $3.00 are in 
effect from Labor Day through Easter. 

R. P., his father, one brother and two first 
cousins are "Associated Mechanical Erectors;" 
mechanical contractors is another name for this 
"family business." The campground has thus been 
a sideline, but one that is demanding a lot of 
time and attention. 

The Campbells have been camping since 1970. 
Although their trips have primarily been in the 
southeast, their travels have taken them to St. 
Louis, Missouri and to Arkansas. Mr. Campbell 
particularly enjoys getting away from the 
telephone! "My phone rings off the wall, day and 
night, when I'm home," he remarked. He began 
camping with a group of youngsters from his 
Baptist church, using tents. The next step was 
to a 32-foot converted bus, then to a pop-up 
camper, which the Campbells recently sold. 

"The boys really sleep at night after roaming 
in the woods here at Kings Mountain," Mrs. Camp
bell said. She added that the main source of en
tertainment at home seems to be the television 
set. The Campbells enjoy playing cards and read
ing while the youngsters play outside. They have 
enjoyed visits to Greenville, Charleston and 
Charlotte on weekend jaunts. One of their most 
memorable trips was to Charleston, where they 
visited such historic places as Charles Towne 
Landing and Fort Sumter. 

The business of building and operating a camp
ground occupies most of the Campbell's spare time. 
Mr. Campbell is optimistic about the popularity 
of camping at a time when the economy has 
been taking a downward turn. "People that have 
campers and enjoy camping are going to con
tinue to camp," he said. He did think that campers 
will be taking fewer long trips and more short 
trips nearer home. Campbell remarked that retired 
people using his campground don't care about 
hookups and are trying to keep their expenditures 
to a minimum. Overnight campers are looking for 
a safe place to camp with a minimum of fuss, and 
are also concerned with a minimum camping ex
pense. "Those people with self-contained campers 
are likewise just looking for security, and many 
of them would like to park at a site without 
hookups," Campbell said. 

The construction of a game room facility at 

Pine Tree Campground has brought in extra rev
enue to help pay the utility bill. The increased 
cost of electricity has been a problem, as many 
campers have been using electric heaters instead 
of the bottled gas that most camping units have. 
"They would rather use our electricity than their 
gas, " Campbell said, "and it's really cutting into 
what little profit we're making." He added that 
this might eventually result in campgrounds add
ing an additional charge for electric heat or air 
conditioning. Some campgrounds have already 
made this adjustment, and other measures may 
have to be taken. Campbell mentioned that three 
travel trailers had stayed in his campground for 
one month. The revenue from the three units was 
$180, but the utility bill for the same units was 
$140! 

Another area where abuse has resulted in a 
change of rules was in the providing of soap and 
toilet paper in restrooms at Pine Tree. "We found 
that people were taking the soap and toilet paper," 
Campbell said, "so we no longer provide them." 
Tent camping, which has remained steady at 30-
33% for the past three years at South Carolina 
state parks, has also proven popular at Pine Tree. 
About half of the campers renting sites have been 
using tents or tent campers. The swimming pool 
has been extremely popular with campers staying 
at Pine Tree. Campbell said that many families 
come to the campground without any camping 
equipment and pay the camping fee just to picnic 
at a campsite and use the swimming pool! 

Some people use a camper for extended 
periods of time in certain unusual situations. 
Campbell told of one family that camped at Pine 
Tree for four months while building a home near
by, and of a New Yorker that camped there for 
two months while looking for work and a 
permanent home. Their camper must have been 
crowded with mother, father and FIVE children! 

Campbell is always looking for new ideas to 
put into practice as he competes for the camping 
families looking for a place to stay and enjoy 
themselves. He talked at length with Superin
tendent Lee Jordan about the rising popularity of 
square dancing at Kings Mountain State Park, and 
may try to schedule similar events at Pine Tree. 
The Campbells have observed that the presence 
or absence of an air conditioning unit on a camper 
tells a great deal about the people using that 
camper. "Campers without air conditioning spend 
a lot of time outside, and meet other campers 
as a result," Mrs. Campbell stated, "while those 
with an air conditioner usually stay inside and 
rarely spend much time with other camping 
families." 
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IRA AND TONY WALKER 

Ira and Edna Walker were camped at a lake
side site at Santee State Park. They were resting 
inside their 13' Playmate trailer while their two 
children, Tony and Vicki played nearby on the 
wooden playground equipment. The Walkers live 
in Charleston, where Ira works for the South 
Carolina Farm Bureau Marketing Association. 
Originally from Missouri, they had lived in South 
Carolina for the past 11 years. They were rela
tively new to camping, with only four months' ex
perience under their belts. 

They made what I thought was a very wise 
decision when they rented a camper for their 
initiation into camping. "We weren't sure 
whether we would like it," Mrs. Walker said, 
"and we decided to rent one instead of spending 
a lot of money before we were sure." Anyway, 
they did like it, so they bought a fold-down 
camper, then traded it for thefir present trailer. 
Places that they have camped included Rocks 
Pond, the Trav-L-Park at Edisto and twice at 
Santee State Park. This year the Walkers plan 
two camping trips . . . one week in Florida and 
one week in the mountains. Many of their week
ends will be spent exploring the many interesting 
places here in South Carolina. 

The Walkers pull their trailer with a Ford 
Torino, and average 15 miles per gallon. "The 
small trailer is adequate for us," Mrs. Walker 
said, "and it is very easy to pull." They enjoy the 
open spaces and the changes of scenery from their 
neighborhood in Charleston. Some of their 
favorite pastimes including walking, hiking, fish
ing, cooking out and swimming. Some friends liv
ing just down the street also enjoy camping, and 
the two families often plan trips together. On this 
particular weekend the other family was unable 
to come, but the Walkers decided to come by 
themselves. Meals are kept on the simple but 
tasty side, with hot dogs, hamburgers and 
spaghetti the favorites. 

The large sites such as at Santee State Park 
appealed to the Walkers, and they did not think 
that the $3.75 rate was excessive. They prefer 
sites with both water and electrical hookups and 
are willing to pay a reasonable rate for them. 
Unlike some campers that enjoy belonging to an 
organized club, the Walkers enjoy smaller groups 
and do not plan to join a club. 

THE BUNTONS 

Another family was enjoying the seclusion of 
the campground at Santee State Park one dreary 
Saturday in January. James Bunton and his wife 
Irma were browsing through some travel folders 
when my daughter Laurie and I knocked on their 
door. The Buntons live in Columbia, where Mr. 
Bunton works as a salesman at the Jackson 
Boulevard K-Mart department store. Bunton, 
originally from South Carolina, retired from the 
Army after 22 years' service. Mrs. Bunton, a na
tive of Hamburg, Germany, likes the United States 
in general and South Carolina in particular. 

The Buntons have been camping for three 
years. They started out in a tent, but one rainy 
night changed their minds about the pleasures 
of tent camping! Next move was to a rented 
fold-down, followed by the purchase of an Apache 
fold-down camper, which they used for three 
months. Unhappy with the amount of time and 
work necessary to set up and tear down, they 
purchased their present rig, a 24^-foot Wilder
ness camping trailer with a sleeping capacity of 
six persons. Their son Jimmy, 12 and 2 older 
married children also enjoy camping when time 
and work schedules permit, but the Buntons had 
it to themselves this particular weekend. 
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The privacy of large sites was desired by the 
Buntons, and they like the sewer hookups offered 
in commercial campgrounds. They were highly 
complimentary of the park personnel and the 
cleanliness of the restrooms. They often bring 
small trail bikes with them, but confine their 
riding to established roads and trails. Mr. Bunton 
has had three heart attacks in recent years, thus 
his capacity for exercise is limited. His outlook on 
life is of the "do it now" variety. "If I had the 
money to travel to Europe or the Far East, I'd 
stay right here and see the United States first," 
he said. He plans to continue enjoying life on a 
day-to-day basis. His father passed away in 1970, 
and he wished that they had gone camping 
together. 

After working closely with the public during 
the day, Bunton enjoys getting away from it all 
by camping. The pleasant smiles on the faces of 
this couple told me that both of them were en
joying a quiet weekend. 

THE FOOTS 

I had one more stop to make before leaving 
Santee. Superintendent Larry Duncan had told 
me that there was a couple from Pennsylvania 
that were very receptive to giving me an inter
view for my article. They were not at their site 
earlier, so I waited for them to return from a 
grocery shopping trip to nearby Elloree. Talking 
with them was like renewing old acquaintances, 
and it was well after dark when I left the park. 
William and Mildred Foot stopped at Santee on 
their way to Lake Okechobee, Florida. They were 
planning to spend some time at Pahokee State 
Park during their six weeks' vacation. 

Mr. Foot is self-employed as a registered 
plumber. He arranges his own schedule in Devon, 
Pennsylvania and allows as much time as possible 
for travel. The Foots vacationed for fourteen 
weeks in 1974 and plan to continue their pastime 
of camping and sightseeing as long as money 
and health permit. Their 1969 Shasta 16-foot 
trailer is equipped with bottled gas and battery-
powered lights, so they can be self-sufficient. "If 
we have electricity, we use it," Mrs. Foot said, 
"but we do just fine without it." Some of their 
trips, including a 15-day jaunt into the state of 
Maine, were without any access to electrical 
hookups. 

Mr. Foot has been actively involved with Boy 
Scouting activities since 1932. Their three chil
dren, two boys and one girl, are now grown-up 
and living elsewhere. The Foots own a cottage on 
the Elk River in Maryland, and this is where they 
spend most of their spare moments during the 
summer months. They prefer camping during the 
fall, winter and spring months when the weather 
is cool and the campgrounds less crowded. One 
recent two week excursion in 1972 involved the 
retracing of Civil War battle routes. 

The Foots enjoy hiking, fishing and canoeing, 
and their travels have taken them into every state 
east of the Mississippi from Maine to Florida. They 
have never paid more than $5 for a campsite and 
thought that the rate of $3.75 per night at Santee 
was very reasonable. "We paid $4.5Q at a state 
park in Maine for a site with no hookups," Mrs. 
Foot said. She added that Florida's rate at state 
parks was $3.50 plus 50c for electricity. The 
Foots were very pleased with the neatness of the 
campsite and the nearby comfort station at Santee. 
They also mentioned pleasant experiences over 
the years at KOA campgrounds. 

Mr. Foot's present involvement with scouting 
is in the branch of Sea Scouts, where he is a 
Skipper, the equivalent of an Assistant Scout
master. Foot explained that this involves the use 
of sailboats with engines, and is affiliated with 
the Boy Scouts of America. He presently is work
ing with 16 boys, and it is immediately obvious 
that he gains as much, if not more than the young 
men with whom he associates. "I guess I've 
helped at least 200 Scouts, including one of my 
sons, to attain the rank of Eagle Scout over the 
past 35 years," Foot exclaimed with pride. In
cluded in these ranks are three that attended 
Annapolis, 2 at West Point, and 1 at the Coast 
Guard Academy. Foot is a counselor for 8 merit 
badges. 
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Foot has become interested recently in carving 
birds native to the states that he visits. He at-
tended night school in 1972 to gain some knowl-
edge and expertise, and began by painting the 
birds on flat pieces of board. He now carves the 
birds and mounts them on driftwood. Color slides 
taken by Mr. Foot provide a future reference 
for the true colors of these birds. He has not sold 
any of his birds, but may eventually display them 
in craft shops if the demand is great enough. 
"Right now I'm doing it just for my own satisfac- 7-

tion," he said. 
Mrs. Foot enjoys cooking, gardening and mak- g 

ing embroidered and stuffed wall hangings. They 
are keenly interested in the naturalist movement, 
and seek out all available nature trails and natural ~ 
areas at the parks they visit. The Foots have ac
cepted the fact that there is not enough time in 
their lifetime to see all of the scenic places in this jq 
country, but they have traveled extensively each 
year to broaden their horizons. They suggest that j j 
newcomers to camping rent equipment prior to 
purchasing to avoid costly mistakes. They main- jJ 
tain daily records of expenses, and told me that the 
trip to Florida was costing them an average of ^3 
$8.50 per day for food, camping and gas! Camp
ing trips to the New England area have averaged ^ 
the Foots $12.50 a day because of higher camp
ing rates and other expenses. jc 

Mr. Foot glanced up from the bird carving in 
his hand when I asked him when they were plan- 16. 
ning to return to Pennsylvania. "We'll be home 
when we get there," he said, "but in the meantime 
we're home wherever we are." They had truly 17. 
found happiness in doing something together and 
in enjoying each day as it comes. "Home" is not 18. 
necessarily in the state of Pennsylvania or South 
Carolina; home is in a state of mind that allows 
people like the Foots to enjoy home, wherever it 19. 
happens to be! 

DANA L. SAWYER 
20. 

S. C. STATE PARKS QUIZ 21. 

The idea for this article was supplied by 22. 
Peggy Smith of the Welcome Center Section. She 
has been using a brief quiz about state parks to 23. 
teach incoming hostesses the answers to the ques
tions that people ask. We added some questions of 24. 
our own and came up with the following list. 
Questions 1-6, 9, 13, 16, 20-22 are "true" or 25. 
"false." Answers are listed elsewhere in this issue. 
Good luck! 

Admission to all state parks is free. 
State parks open at 8 a.m. and close at 6 p.m. 
All persons over 65 years of age may use 
state park facilities for y2 the usual fee. 
All persons using picnic shelters are required 
to pay a fee. 
Pets must be leashed or under restraint while 
on park property. 
Pets may be kept in park cabins. 
What is the camping fee for a family camp
site at Hunting Island, Edisto Beach, Hunt
ing Beach and Myrtle Beach State Parks? 
What is the camping fee for a family camp
site at all other state parks with camping 
facilities? 
Swimmers pay the same nominal rate at 
Table Rock, Sesquicentennial and Hunting 
Island State Parks. 
Name the three state parks with swimming 
pools. 
Name the three state parks with show rings 
for equestrian events. 
What state park has a nine-hole golf course 
(carpet golf doesn't count)? 
Persons over 65 fishing on state park prop
erty do not need a fishing license. 
What state park has a chapel? (Park build
ings used for chapel services don't count.) 
Two state parks have circular "rondette" va
cation cabins. Name them. 
All state park cabins are reserved during the 
summer months on the basis of a drawing 
held earlier that year. 
Name the state park with the largest camp
ing area; how many sites does it have? 
Name the state park with the largest num
ber of vacation cabins; how many does it 
have? 
Name the twelve state parks with unique 
historic features (some may not be open to 
public at this time). 
There is a small charge for the use of such 
recreational equipment as volleyball, horse
shoes, ping pong, etc. 
Cabins are furnished with dishes, but you 
must bring your own linens. 
All cabins are air conditioned and heated 
(fireplaces don't count). 
Name three state parks presently under de
velopment and not open to the public. 
Ten other state parks do not have camping 
facilities. Can you name them? 
The state park system includes 5 historic 
sites. Name them and give their general 
location. 

Page 8 PARK LITES 



Construction Crew . . 

Moving Dirt And 
Building Things 
Most people get visions of brick and mortar 

when when the word "construction" is mentioned. 
They can visualize derricks hoisting mammoth 
steel I-beams into position, trucks delivering huge 
quantities of supplies and workers scurrying 
everywhere like mice at a cheese maker's con
vention. However, a great deal of what we in 
state parks label "construction" has to take place 
before the brick and mortar can commence. 

The construction of park buildings, residences, 
and the erection of facilities such as picnic shelters 
is usually handled by private contractors on a bid 
basis. The type of construction work that the 
Construction Crew of the State Parks Division 
handles falls more into the category of "site 
work." This, generally speaking, involves moving 
dirt around to prepare the site for some type of 
building to be constructed. The building of camp
ing areas is also handled by this crew, and this 
involves the installation of underground water 
and electrical lines in addition to the site work 
done "above ground." When you look at a com
pleted camping area in one of our state parks, 
about one-half of the cost of the project is under
ground. Thus, what you don't see costs as much 
to install as what you see! 

Some people may think of this dirt-moving 
business as one of lesser importance when com
pared with the finished product. However, with
out it the end result might slide into the lake 
or stand on end after a hard rain. Our hats are 
off to those that labor with our Construction 
Crew, for it's a dirty business that has really paid 
off for the South Carolina state parks system! 

(Above) The construction crew hard at work at Hickory 
Knob State Resort Park clearing a site for a meeting build
ing. 

(Below left) Heavy equipment operator Charlie Walters 
is aided by Santee Assistant Superintendent Bill Alewine 
in adding oil to the big machine's hydraulic system. 

(Below) The recent donation of the "Best Friend," a 
replica of America's first passenger train, presented a dual 
project for the construction crew. Not only did they have 
to move the train, but the track as well!! Pictured here 
are (from left) George Mitchell, Oscar Kelly, Sam White 
and James Summers. 
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You Don't Have A Home 
A Home Has You! 

Lee State Park Superintendent Van Pressley observes 
as Maintenance Supervisor Ralph Shumpert puts the finish
ing touches to new electrical wiring in the 50-site camping 
area. Van was recuperating from a broken leg at the time 
this photo was taken. 

expect water to come bubbling out and we give 
no thought to the work that it took to get that 
water there in the first place, and to keep it com
ing. Sure, it takes time to paint the exterior trim 
of your brick home, but how would you like to be 
faced with the job of painting those hundred-
plus buildings at Kings Mountain or Cheraw State 
Parks? 

Those of us involved in state park work of 
one form or another are well aware of the heroics 
involved with maintenance of park properties. 
Perhaps the fact that people do tend to take 
maintenance work for granted is a testimonial to 
the excellence of our maintenance personnel as 
they perform their daily duties. Park visitors find 
things in apple-pie order, and they come to expect 
it when they return. And, they do return . . . 
again and again! 

Maintenance work may therefore be an ex
ample of how people pay you the highest compli
ment by taking your work for granted. Now, tell 
me something . . . how does it feel to be taken 
for granted? Great, huh? Keep up the good work! 

Poinsett Ranger Wayne Smith slings the paint brush In 
one of the many park buildings. 

The very nature of maintenance work is rather 
frustrating. There seems to be two reasons for this. 
One, there seems to be a never-ending cycle of 
maintenance work and two, these efforts seem to 
be taken for granted. Once a cabin is built, for 
instance, people seem to think that for eternity it 
will remain the same, never changing. However, 
almost from the first day gremlins begin their 
mischievous games . . . making doors stick, water 
lines clog and roofs leak. I have a saying about 
home ownership that seems to apply here . . . 
"you don't have a home, but the home has you!" 
There is enough work in and around the average 
house and lot to occupy every spare minute of 
Mr. Average Homeowner. Just think of the task 
faced by park superintendents, two of whom have 
more than ONE HUNDRED buildings on their 
parks (as in the case of Cheraw and King Moun
tain) ! And you thought you had troubles! 

We take many things for granted, and in the 
middle of this cloud of smoke is the work of the 
maintenance man. When we turn on a faucet, we 
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Cheraw Superintendent Larry Adair scratches his head 
as he ponders the work involved in laying almost 13,000 
feet of water pipe! Yes, it's in the ground and working fine. 

There's always plenty of work to be done on rainy 
winter days. At Paris Mountain State Park, it's time to take 
the doors down, scrape the old paint off and paint 'em 
again. Ranger Edgar Midkiff seems to have mastered the 
art. 

Lynches River Ranger Furniss Rogers and Superin
tendent Bill Bullard inspect a bridge which they built on 
the nature trail. 

Sesqui Superintendent Jim Meadors and Ranger Charles 
Sloan prepare to fiberglas the bottom of one of the park 
boats. 
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The glamour of being a park ranger rubs off quickly 
when it's time to dig a ditch. The park crew recently in
stalled a new sewer line at the grill. 

Picnic tables have a habit of floating away unless they 
are tied to trees. Lynches River Ranger Furniss Rogers 
secures one as he attempts to rearrange things in the 
picnic area after a gulley-washer! 

Baker Creek Superintendent Wayne Timms and Rangers 
Chuck Grant and Bob Underwood clear some brush in one 
of the picnic areas. 

District Superintendent Bob Jones watches Table Rock 
Ranger Bob Mitchell install a gutter on one of the twelve 
cabins at the park. 

* WOMEN 
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Selling South Carolina 
The Tourism Division of PRT has been hard at 

work during the fall and winter months initiating 
new and varied promotional programs. 

Successes are already realized in several areas, 
the most significant of which is our current ad
vertising campaign. The ads, such as the one 
shown below, have produced through January, 
1975, over 28,000 inquiries, 88% more than during 
the same period last year. 

The South Carolina welcome center system, 
now encompassing seven centers on the state's 
borders and one on 1-95 near Santee, is providing 
free accommodation reservations to the traveler 
anywhere in the state. Another new dimension in 
promotion through the welcome center network 
began recently with the installation of a closed 
circuit TV system at each center, showing films 
of the state's many travel attractions. Film sub
jects now include the Grand Strand, Brookgreen 
Gardens, Charleston, Coastal South Carolina, Sea 
Islands, Carowinds, Riverbanks Park Zoo, 
Canoeing the Chattooga River, Gardens, Golf and 
Santee-Cooper Country. Soon to follow will be 
films on the Cherokee Foothills Scenic Highway 
(featuring the Pendleton Historic District), 
Events, Swamp Fox Country, History, Points of 
Interest and State Parks. Even though we are 
vitally concerned about the economy and its effect 
on the travel plans of our potential vacationers, 
South Carolina welcome centers continue to have 
increasingly large numbers of visitors. Last year, 
more than one and a half million persons reg
istered at our tourist welcome centers. Guest 
registration figures for December and January 
point to an even better year ahead, with a 93% 
increase in visitors recorded in December and a 
73% increase in visitors during January. 

The Special Projects section has been busy 
pulling together another visit to South Carolina 
by the American Automobile Association (AAA) 
travel counselors during April and assisting North 
Myrtle Beach with an extensive promotion 
campaign in Canada. Through this section of the 
division, the promotion of Charleston Cruises has 
been expanded and this year both TV and news
paper ads will be encouraging cruise passengers 
to depart for the Caribbean from South Carolina's 
historic and beautiful port city. There are four 
cruises scheduled to sail from Charleston during 
May. In addition to the cruise advertisements, a 
new poster, cruise brochure, specially marked 
baggage tags and other sales aids have been pro

duced to assist travel agents in selling cruises 
from Charleston. 

We are also now in the midst of our yearly 
travel show season. One travel exhibition has al
ready been held in Boston and the Special Projects 
section is co-ordinating three additional ones com
ing up soon in Chicago, Cleveland and Toronto, 
Canada. 

One of the major efforts of the division every 
year is the production of a complete line of bro
chures that can provide not only an image of the 
beauty of South Carolina's attractions but also 
factual information that prospective visitors can 
use in planning a trip to the Palmetto State. These 
brochures make up what we call the "South Caro
lina Trip Kit" (as shown in the ad below) and 
we are proud that it has been called the "most 
helpful vacation planning guide in America." It 
includes our beautiful brochure, "South Carolina 
— A lot of it looks a little like a foreign Country," 
and six other brochures on Camping, Golf, 
Gardens and Historic Homes, Beaches, Events and 
Points of Interest. A state map and a reply card 
that can be used to obtain more specific informa
tion are also enclosed in the kit. 

Visits by travel writers and a constant flow of 
news and feature stories have kept the News and 
Publications section hopping during the last few 
months netting the state articles in more than 
100 magazines and newspapers throughout the 
country. 

Within the Tourism Division we are very 
optimistic about the prospects for the coming 
year for the state's travel industry. The early 
successes of many of our efforts reinforce this 
forecast. 

DAVID M. REID 
Director, Division of Tourism 

i : 1 
' The no-compromise vacation. ! 
! The only place you cut corners ! 

is on the cost. 
We'd like to help you spend less money for your vacation this year. 

Without getting less vacation for your money. 
So we've put together what's probably the most helpful vacation 

planning guide in America. It's full of facts about things you can do 
here. And you'll be surprised how many of them are free. 

Even the Trip Kit is free. Just send us the coupon. 
And find out how far your vacation dollar can take you. 

Free South CarolinaTrip Kit 
I Mail toSouthCarolina Division of Tourism, Room ooo,Box 78.Columbia,SouthCarolina 29202 I 

I 1 
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Life For What It Is 
Why do people use state park cabins during 

the cold winter months? Some months ago we 
decided to try to answer this question in story 
form. I had the assignment of interviewing these 
cabin users. 

On one occasion, it was a cold day with a light 
rain falling outside. As I entered the cabin on one 
of our mountain parks, the odor of the log burning 
fireplace met me at the door. Inside the cabin was 
an attractive couple with children of elementary 
school age. The children were entertaining them
selves and barely noticed me, the intruder in their 
weekend home. 

I was welcomed much in the same fashion I 
would have been if I had been visiting a friend 
back home. 

After a few minutes of chit-chat and becoming 
more acquainted, I began my interview. "It's rain
ing, it's cold and here you are cooped up in this 
1930 vintage cabin. Why on earth would you want 
to utilize our state park facilities in the middle 
of the winter ... let alone when the weather is 
like this?" 

The obvious answer came. "When we made 
reservations here we were hoping for good 
weather so we could cook out on the grill, hike 
the nature trail and do all those things you would 
expect to do in a state park." As he continued I 
was surprised to hear him say . . . "but on the 
other hand, we have had a terrific time here. We've 
been able to relax in front of the fireplace and 
enjoy life for what it really is." 

I was puzzled by his comment and I asked . . . 
"Enjoy life for what it really is . . . what do you 
mean?" The cabin visitor replied . . . "We came 
here to enjoy these state park facilities. The 
weather wasn't what we wanted but why com
plain. My family can enjoy the warmth of this 
cabin and we can get away from the daily 
pressures of work by doing so. Sometimes I get 
so wrapped up in my work, I forget about my 
family. I don't intend to but it happens. I thought 
I might do some fishing today but when I got up 
this morning and it was raining, I knew that was 
out. I sat here most of the morning sipping on a 
cup of coffee. I noticed our two children playing 
quietly in the middle of the floor. For the first 
time it hit me ... I have two perfectly healthy 
children who I hope someday will have something 
worthwhile to contribute to the world. I don't ex
pect them to be President or a great scientist, but 
their contribution can be the example they set for 

others. I have realized that there have been only a 
few occasions that I have set down on the floor 
w i t h  t h o s e  k i d s  a n d  j o i n e d  i n  t h e i r  g a m e s  . . .  n o  
matter how silly they seem to me. If I expect them 
to set a good example for others ... I mean . . . 
like compassion and understanding . . . I've got a 
little example setting to do myself." 

The Park visitor leaned back in his rocking 
chair and began to reminisce about how he sat in 
front of the fireplace on a cold winter night when 
he was a youngster. 

In this particular case, a family found that a 
state park cabin provides an atmosphere for a 
purpose they did not plan ... It just happened. 
Perhaps someone years ago had a reason for 
titling these structured state park facilities . . . 
"family cabins." 

Of course there are many other reasons for us
ing the state park cabins during the winter 
months, as well as any other time but all reasons 
seem to boil back down to the same reason . . . 
to get away from it all. 

Such was the case with Peter and Marylin 
Hoffman who were visiting Hunting Island State 
Park. Peter works with a lumber import-export 
firm in Savannah, Georgia. He and Marylin dis
covered Hunting Island some months ago and fell 
in love with the tropical atmosphere. They were 
in a cabin located less than 100 yards from the 
ocean. At the time of the interview they were en
joying every minute of doing absolutely nothing. 

Peter is a shutterbug and finds Hunting Island 
an exciting place to utilize his talents with a 
camera. By the way, we saw some of his work and 
he is talented. 

THE IIOFFMANS 
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THE BOWERS AND THE CHAMBERLINS 

At Oconee State Park we found Dennis and 
Cecilia Chamberlin of Columbia and Anthony 
and Gail Bowers of Greenville. The two couples 
along with a third couple who were not present 
during the interview were all in school together 
at Clemson University. They became such good 
friends during their school days they had no inten
tions of letting that friendship get away just 
because they were moving to different towns. As 
a result, every so often they get together for a 
reunion. While they do enjoy using the state park 
cabins, as tent campers they have visited Hunting 
Island, Huntington Beach and Table Rock. They 
were very complimentary toward our state parks 
and have plans to use them often as meeting 
grounds. Dennis Chamberlin is a law student at 
the University of South Carolina and his wife 
Cecilia is employed by the South Carolina Depart
ment of Vocational Rehabilitation. 

Anthony Bowers is also employed by the South 
Carolina Department of Vocational Rehabilitation 
in the Greenville office. His wife Gail teaches 
special education in the Greenville school system. 

The reasons for using state park facilities are 
many . . . but one does not really need a reason 
to have an enjoyable experience. 

MIKE STEVENS 

Many organized groups utilize state park facilities for 
their meetings and to enjoy the recreational aspects of a 
park visit. This group playing volleyball at Oconee State 
Park is known as the Navigators, an interdenominational 
Christian group of students from Clemson University and 
Tri-County TEC. Group director Dick Spatola, from nearby 
Pendleton, said the group meets once a month for discus
sion, prayer and Bible study as well as recreational activity: 
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Service And 
Supply Center 

Perhaps the Service and Supply Center has 
been appropriately tagged "the nerve center" of 
the South Carolina state park system. Whatever 
maintenance or construction work take place at a 
state park usually begins at the Service and 
Supply Center. 

The center functions like a well-oiled machine 
under the leadership of Leonard Jones in deliver
ing materials and supplies, preparing requisitions, 
building certain items and often furnishing the 
manpower to get the job done. 

These photographs show in part the activities 
that occur each day at the Service and Supply 
Center. 

Junior Campbell demonstrates his talent in cabinet 
making. 

PARK LITES 

Thirty-year veteran of state park service, L. R. "Buddy" 
Batten confers with Service and Supply Superintendent 
Leonard Jones. 

Charlie Walters, Tommy Putnam and Jim King load 
items for distribution to the parks. 
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Andrew Gilliam and Walt Branham load up a van for Bobby Altman prepares the "low boy" for a long haul, 
another trip. 

When a piece of equipment breaks down on a park, 
it's essential to have it repaired or replaced with a mini
mum loss of time. Andrew Gilliam, Bobby Altman and Walt 
Branham come to the rescue when such an emergency 
arises. 

Don Barkley will attest to the many hours it took to 
route and paint these signs, but the job must be done! 
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PA YING 
THE 

FIDDLER 
On February 22, volunteers from across the 

state gathered at Keowee-Toxaway State Park to 
help construct a hiking trail. Why would 83 peo
ple leave a warm comfortable home and miss a 
ball game or two just to get blistered palms, sore 
feet, an aching back, and get soaked by a per
sistent rain? Perhaps Gene Haltiwanger of Co
lumbia summed it up when he said, "I have been 
dancing long enough and it is time to pay the 
fiddler." These hiking enthusiasts paid the fiddler 
as they cut brush, dug grades, rolled logs, and 
moved rocks to create a trail across a beautiful 
landscape. Part of the task for some of the volun
teers was just getting to their work station. 
These groups had to trek across some rugged 
terrain with tools, food, water and whatever else 
they would need for the day. There was no genera
tion gap along the trail as people with a wide 
range of age and backgrounds worked in harmony 
to achieve a common goal. Some of the volun
teers came as individuals and some cqme as part 
of an organization such as the Sierra Club and the 
Boy Scouts of America. 

The Keowee-Toxaway State Park rangers and 
superintendents were not numbered with the 
volunteers but they also rose to the occasion with 
gusto to help create something that they can be 
proud of. Several state park central office desk 
jockey types also rose to the occasion, including 
Dan Turpin who stayed with us despite a recent 
knee operation. Charles Harrison served as a 
nucleus for our ideas and efforts from the time 
when the trail was a vague concept. Four staff 
members spent many hours tramping through this 
wilderness in all sorts of weather to locate the 
best route for the trail, or in some instances the 
only possible location for the trail. 

Thanks, staff and many thanks to the volun
teers who laughed at the rain and red mud as 
they paid the fiddler. 

JOE F. WATSON 
Chief Naturalist 
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Who Is This Man? ANSWERS TO STATE PARKS QUIZ 

1. False. An admission fee is charged at Charles Towne 
Landing. 

2. False. They are open year-round from daylight to 
dark. 

3. False. Only South Carolina residents receive the re
duced rate. 

4. False. Persons reserving a shelter in advance are 
required to pay a fee, but an unoccupied shelter that 
has not been reserved can be used without payment 
of a fee. 

5. True. 
6. False. 
7. $4.50 (the overflow area at Myrtle Beach is $3.50 per 

site; individual water and electrical hookups not 
available in this area). 

8. $3.75. 
9. False. There is no fee for ocean swimming. The 

same rate for swimming does apply at Table Rock 
and Sesquicentennial, however. 

10. Hickory Knob, Rivers Bridge and Myrtle Beach. 
11. Chester, Croft and Hickory Knob. 
12. N. R. Goodale. 
13. False. South Carolina residents over 65 need a 

fishing license, but it can be obtained without 
charge. In addition, there is no charge for ocean 
fishing at our coastal parks. 

14. Table Rock. 
15. Barnwell and San tee. 
16. False. Cabins at Barnwell, Santee and Hickory Knob 

may be reserved year-round on a first-come, first-
served basis by contacting the superintendent. 

17. Hamilton Branch — 200 campsites. Hunting Island 
will soon have 200 sites when the second group of 
100 sites is completed. 

18. Santee with 30. 
19. Andrew Jackson, Charles Towne Landing, Hampton 

Plantation, Hunting Island, Huntington Beach, 
Keowee-Toxaway, Landsford Canal, Old Dorchester, 
Rivers Bridge, Rose Hill, Redcliffe, Sesquicentennial. 

20. False. 
21. False. Dishes and linens are furnished. 
22. True. All cabins are air-conditioned and by the time 

the next heating season rolls around every cabin 
will have a heating system. In addition, some cabins 
have fireplaces. 

23. Landsford Canal, Hampton Plantation, Redcliffe. 
24. Charles Towne Landing, Dreher Island, Hickory Knob 

(75 sites are under construction, Keowee-Toxaway, 
Lynches River, N. R. Goodale, Old Dorchester, Rose 
Hill, Wildcat Wayside and Woods Bay. 

25. Eutaw Springs, near Eutawville; Fort Watson, near 
Santee State Park; Francis Marion Burial Site, near 
St. Stephen; Isaac Hayne, near Jacksonboro and 
Thomas Sumter Burial Site, near Sumter. 

This photograph was discovered hiding in a 
dusty corner of one of our office files. The State 
Commission of Forestry logo on the fellow's t-
shirt obviously dates the photograph to pre-1967 
days. Incidentally, we don't need any help with 
the identity of the alligator; we found her driver's 
license and other personal papers in the alligator 
purse she was carrying! This person is still work
ing with PRT in the State Parks Division, and 
recently received a State Personnel Service Award 
for more than twenty years' service. You will 
find this man's name listed somewhere in this 
newsletter. 
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Log House Replica Donated 

Chief Naturalist Joe F. Watson admires the craftsmanship 
of the replica of the log house at Sesquicentennial State 
Park. It was constructed by Todd Hamiter (kneeling) for 

(The following article was written by Todd 
Hamiter as part of his history project which in
cluded construction of the log house replica. Ed.) 

I decided my entry in the History Fair would 
be of some interest to me personally. Some of my 
ancestors were German and came to this country 
through Charles Towne Harbor in the early 1700's 
and settled in Saxe Gotha township near what is 
now known as the Dutch Fork area. They were 
known to have built log cabins and houses using 
the logs cleared from their own land. 

I have constructed a model of one of the 
houses known to have been built in 1756 and 
located in Richland County on a hill overlooking 
the valley of the Broad River. My father and I 
made several trips out to Sesquicentennial State 
Park, to measure and draw up plans for the con
struction of a model (set in the scale of three-
quarters of an inch to the foot). Upon contacting 
the South Carolina Department of Parks, Recrea
tion, and Tourism I was given copies of their 
working blueprints that were made at the time 
the original log home was disassembled, moved 

a seventh grade history project at Columbia's Hammond 
Academy. Todd's father, Mr. Harry Hamiter (seated at 
right) claims to have aided Todd only with moral support. 

out to Sesquicentennial State Park and re-erected 
where it now stands. 

The method of construction used in this house 
is known as the "saddle and notch" method. This 
was only one of several methods of constructing 
log cabins. In this model I have used soft white 
pine salvaged from boxes, cut to scale and 
saddle-notched as closely as I could by hand. The 
chinking, or filler between the logs is modeling 
clay which is colored to resemble the red clay-
sand mixture used in this area. The roof is con
structed in the shingle method using cut tongue 
depressors put into place as the early settlers 
would have done. Since it is likely that tanned 
skins were probably used as window coverings I 
have used a suede-like cloth. In later years both 
window and door coverings were made of wood 
and hung by leather hinges until the 1930's. 

The history of this cabin remains a mystery 
since public records are not available to prove 
ownership, alteration dates or any other important 
facts. I would like to think it may be possible that 
some of my ancestors may have lived in this 
house or may have built it in 1756. 
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A Study In Cooperation 

Gov. Edwards Creates SCORP Council 

State and federal dignitaries admire a certificate sig
nifying BOR's contribution for the purchase of Capers 
Island. From left; Robert Baker, BOR Regional Director; 
PRT Commission Chairman Dwight Holder; Lt. Gov. Herbert 
Brantley (behind Holder); Beaufort Mayor Henry C. 

A new council was formed by executive order 
of Governor James B. Edwards on February 6 to 
ensure the involvement of all resources, both pub
lic and private, in the development of the S. C. 
Overall Recreation Plan (SCORP). 

Governor Edwards announced the creation of 
the new SCORP Exchange Council at a Colum
bia meeting attended by 300 people. 

The purpose of the council is to serve as a 
vehicle to provide a continuing exchange of in
formation and cooperation among all participating 
agencies and organizations and to maximize fed
eral funding for recreation. 

The SCORP Exchange Council will involve no 
new fund appropriations, no extra cost to the 
state, no additional personnel, no new legislation 
and no new per diem allowances. The leadership 
and talents of both public and private recreation-
oriented agencies will be utilized. Interested 
citizens and organizations are adding a much-
needed dimension to the council, and their con
tinuing input and support will be vital to its overall 
success. 

PRT is coordinating arrangements for the Ex
change Council and Dr. Herbert Brantley is acting 
chairman of the group. 

During the SCORP Exchange Council meeting, 
Governor Edwards was presented a check for 
$2.49 million to assist in the purchase of Capers 
Island near Charleston. 

The state's second largest sea island was 
bought for $2.69 million. Some $1.8 million of this 
money came from the Secretary of the Interior's 

Chambers; Gov. James Edwards; U. S. Senator Strom 
Thurmond; U. S. Bureau of Outdoor Recreation Director 
James Watt and SCORP Council Chairman, Dr. Herbert 
Brantley. 

BOR contingency fund. Some $690,000 was trans
ferred to the project from other federal funds 
allocated for State Parks. (Funds will be re
applied to the Dreher Island project in 1976.) The 
remaining $200,000 came from the state's Recrea
tion Land Trust Fund, administered by the PRT 
Commission. 

Capers will be maintained in a relatively na
tural state and will include environmentally safe 
outdoor recreation activities. 

The South Carolina Wildlife and Marine Re
sources Department, with the advice of PRT and 
the S. C. Heritage Trust, will own and manage the 
sea island. 

PRT Executive Director Fred Brinkman answers a ques
tion during one of the SCORP advisory committee meet
ings. PRT staffer Dana Sawyer (standing at left) was chair
man of this workshop. 
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Division Of State Parks 

Ray M. Sisk 
Kenneth O. Kolb 
Norman B. Cooler 
Horace Craig 
Robert G. Jones 
Charlie F. Parkman 
Robert J. Papenfus 
Frances McElveen 
Pearce Thomson 
Leonard Jones 
Dana L. Sawyer 
Michael C. Stevens 
Mike Foley 
Ray Sigmon 
Nancy Hook 
Dan Turpin 
Charles Harrison 
Joe F. Watson 
Dennis Gunter 
Ralph Rabon 
James B. King 
Merl Rhodes 
Edmond Brown 
Walter Branham 
Andrew Kennedy 
Ernest M. Hall 
William C. Lucas 
Heyward Bouknight 
Dave Wright 
Stan Bauer 
Archie G. Moore, Jr. 
Lorine W. Davis 
Barbara T. Riley 
Jackie Wood 
Janeice Lowder 
Susan Fowler 

State Park Director 
Assistant State Park Director 
District Superintendent 
District Superintendent 
District Superintendent 
District Superintendent 
Programs Coordinator 
Chief of Operations 
Engineering and Planning Coordinator 
Superintendent, Service & Supply Center 
Information and Education Officer 
Information and Education Assistant 
Chief Historian 
Historic Researcher 
Historic Research Coordinator 
Chief Recreator 
Assistant Recreator 
Chief Naturalist 
Assistant Naturalist 
Chief of Merchandising 
Concessions Supervisor 
Concessions Supervisor 
Safety and Job Training Officer 
Assistant Superintendent, Service & Supply Center 
Chief of Maintenance 
Assistant Chief of Maintenance 
Chief of Construction 
State Park Engineer 
State Park Planner 
State Park Planner 
Draftsman 
Staff Assistant, Columbia Office 
Secretary, Columbia Office 
Secretary, Columbia Office 
Secretary, Columbia Office 
Secretary, Service & Supply Center 
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New Personnel 
Ira Michael DeKoven 
Bruce Hadley Riley 
Marvin Lee Gillian 
Albert Ray Goodson 
Edward Lagroom 
Mitchell Lee Lucas 
J. Charles Altman 
Roger K. Abecrombie 
James Edward Powell 
Chevis M. Wald 
Algie Campbell 
Archie Graham Moore, Jr. 

Crafts Worker II 
Ranger I 
Ranger I 
Trades Worker 
Hotel Desk Clerk 
Ranger I 
Ranger II 
Ranger I 
Ranger I 
Ranger I 
Maintenance Supervisor 
Engineering Assoc. VI 

Charles Towne Landing 
Edisto Beach 
Greenwood 
Hickory Knob 
Hickory Knob 
Hunting Island 
Huntington Beach 
Keowee-T oxaway 
Poinsett 
Table Rock 
Service & Supply Center 
Central Office 

Promotions And Transfers 
Nadine Leggett 

Mac Flood 

Jerry Price 

Jacqueline V. Wood 

From 
Canteen Operator 

Charles Towne Landing 
Superintendent II 

Rivers Bridge 
Inn Keeper 

Hickory Knob 
Clerk Steno 

Columbia Office 

To 
Welcome Center Hostess 

Charles Towne Landing 
Inn Keeper 

Hickory Knob 
Superintendent II 

Rivers Bridge 
Secretary I 

Columbia Office 

Resignations 
Larry Donald Zimmerman 
Douglas Q. Baqui 
Joy Leah Branton 
James A. Smith 

Engineering Technician VI 
Ranger I 
Welcome Center Hostess 
Ranger I 

Central Office 
Hamilton Beach 
Charles Towne Landing 
Table Rock 
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There's Beauty In Your Backyard! 

I spent the first eighteen years of my life in 
New Hampshire . . . the "Granite State." One of 
its most outstanding landmarks is "The Old Man 
of the Mountain" ... a rugged profile formed by 
several stone ledges. This work of nature, located 
in the heart of the state's White Mountains, has 
attracted hundreds of thousands of visitors from 
all over the world. Would you like to venture a 
guess as to when I saw it for the first time? 
Well, it was about 1960 and I returned from 
South Carolina to my native state to view this 
profile as an out-of-state tourist! This section of 
New Hampshire is about two hours' driving time 
from my former home in Concord! 

How often do we overlook the "beauty in our 
backyard" to visit distant states and even foreign 
lands in search of places of great beauty and in
spiration? Many people mistakenly think that a 
vacation begins when they cross the state line 
and enter a neighboring state. I'm certain that 
many Columbians have never visited Charles 
Towne Landing or the endless historic buildings 
and sites in Charleston. By the same token, many 
people living in Columbia have never visited the 
state capitol! 

Our mobile population has resulted in many 
families moving away from their native city and 
state to some distant location. Many of these peo
ple take a very active interest in their newly-
adopted state and begin jaunts and trips to all 
the nooks and crannies where interesting places 
await them. The present economic situation seems 
to be encouraging people to look closer to home 
for places of relaxation, leisure and pursuit of a 
particular hobby or other interest. 

One of my most enjoyable Saturdays was spent 
a month ago when my nine-year old daughter and 
I visited Kings Mountain State Park and the ad
joining National Military Park. We interviewed 
a family of campers and visited with Superin
tendent Lee Jordan as he readied the recreation 
building for a square dance later that evening. 
Laurie particularly enjoyed a half-hour "work
out" on the rustic playground equipment, and I 
finally had to threaten to leave her behind to get 
her back in the car! At the adjoining National 
Military Park we toured the museum and walked 
the battlefield trail to read the numerous plaques, 
gaze at the statues and "look for redcoats." We 
even managed to squeeze in a couple of games of 
dominoes on the stone wall in front of the park
ing lot! Our meticulously-prepared lunch was con
sumed in bits and pieces until the last sandwich 
and apple was gone. We arrived back in Columbia 
well after dark after almost running out of gas. 
Laurie and I remember that as a very special day, 
yet it was most certainly a low budget excursion! 

I see signs of a trend developing that I think 
will reverse the idea that "you ain't been anywhere 
until you cross the state line." I believe that peo
ple are going to be discovering the beauty of their 
own state. A good way for families to begin is to 
secure maps, brochures and pamphlets from pub
lic and private agencies listing attractions. The 
state highway map, our new state park brochure 
and the 1975 Events brochure would be good for 
a starter. Let all members of the family help to 
choose places they would like to visit. The possi
bilities for a one-day or a weekend visit are end
less! Then it's a matter of determining a list of 
priorities, packing a lunch, loading film in the 
camera and heading for that special destination. 

There's no time like the present for discovering 
the "beauty in our backyard!" See you on the 
road! 

DANA L. SAWYER 
Editor 
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THREE HUNDRED EIGHTY-THREE YEARS STATE SERVICE is represented by fifteen employees of the 
State Parks Division. They received state service awards at the February meeting of the PRT Commis
sion. Front row, from left: Lorand R. (Buddy) Batten, Service & Supply Center, 30 years; Lloyd A. King, 
Maintenance Crew, 30 years; Lorine W. Davis, Staff Assistant, Central Office, 28 years; Raymond M. Sisk, 
State Parks Director, 21 years; Kenneth O. Kolb, Assistant State Parks Director, 27 years; Norman B. 
Cooler, District Superintendent, 28 years; Arthur Brown, Ranger, Hunting Island, 21 years. Back row, from 
left: Beatrice A. Ross, Superintendent, Barnwell, 20 years; Robert G. Jones, District Superintendent, 28 
years; Lee Chappells, Ranger, Greenwood, 22 years; Edward H. Miller, Superintendent, Paris Mountain, 29 
years; Leroy L. Smith, Superintendent, Pleasant Ridge, 23 years; James Washington, Ranger, Poinsett, 
28 years. Not present when this photograph was taken were Wallace Benenhaley, Groundskeeper, Thomas 
Sumter burial site, 23 years; Van Pressley, Superintendent, Lee, 25 years. 


