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From The 

Take it from me ... summertime is a busy time 
at South Carolina state parks! Any of you that 
doubt my word should spend a day following one 
of our superintendents around as he performs his 
duties. The article in this issue about Myrtle Beach 
Superintendent Bobby Turner is very represen
tative of the long days and nights spent in meeting 
the varying needs of state park visitors. It really 
pays dividends, as evidenced by the increasing 
number of highly complimentary letters from park 
visitors received in this office. People appreciate 
the seemingly little things that you do for them, 
and so do I! 

The sympathy of the entire state park family 
goes out to the family and friends of Tom Wooten, 
Superintendent at N. R. Goodale State Park, who 
recently passed away. Tom always had a big smile 
and a pleasant word for everyone he met, and he 
will certainly be missed. 

I am pleased that our park on the outskirts of 
Camden was named N. R. Goodale State Park in 
honor of a fine gentleman who has been a staunch 
supporter of acquiring public land for recreational 
purposes. I am even more pleased that Mr. Goodale 
is still living to enjoy this honor. 

So often we name a building or facility in 
memory of some person that is no longer living. 
This seems to be practiced in our daily lives as we 
neglect to pay a friend or colleague a compliment 
for some worthwhile deed. Each of us should strive 
to give out words of praise each day. Eulogies, no 
matter how well delivered, seem rather worthless, 
because the words concerning the departed cannot 
be heard by the person about whom we are 
speaking. 

If someone has helped you along the way-
...made your load a little lighter...made you smile 
... do me a favor. Thank that person, and your day 
will be a success! 
Ray M. Sisk 
State Park Director 

"The highest reward for man's toil is not what he gets 
for it but what he becomes by it." 
John Ruskin 
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Robert R. Rigby 

words from the Vice Chairman 

Mr. Rigby graduated from the University of South 
Carolina in 1945 and married the former Jeannette Bagnai 
on November 17,1945. The Rigbys have two children; Gale 
Rigby Philips, 27, Michael L. Rigby, 22 and a grandson Jay 
Philips, 4. Mr. Rigby retired June 1,1971. He was formerly 
associated with the following firms: Secretary-Treasurer, 
Trenholm Building Company; Secretary-Treasurer, Bagnai 
Builders Supply Company; President, Bagnal-Rigby, Inc.; 
Secretary-Treasurer, Bagnai Realty Company; Secre
tary-Treasurer, Utilities. 

In addition, Mr. Rigby was formerly a member of the 
following organizations: charter member, Columbia Ser-
toma Club; Columbia Chamber of Commerce; Richland 
-Lexington Airport Commission; South Carolina State 
Forestry Commission; Southeastern Forest Fire Com
mission. Mr. Rigby is a member of the Forest Lake Country 
Club and the Summit Club. 

Vice-Chairman of the Parks, Recreation and Tourism 
Commission, Mr. Rigby retired three years ago after a long 
and distinguished career in real estate and land develop
ment. He presently divides his time between residences in 
Columbia and at Lake Murray. An avid hunter and 
fisherman, Mr. Rigby says that his wife is "a housewife and 
the widow of a hunter and fisherman!" The Rigbys are 
active members of First Baptist Church, where Mrs. Rigby 
is president of the Women's Auxiliary. 

The following remarks were made by Mr. Rigby in a 
recent interview with PARK LITES Editor Dana Sawyer: 

"South Carolinians are indeed fortunate to live in such 
a beautiful state, but they are also fortunate to have such a 
complete system of state parks to visit and enjoy. I would 
like to commend former Governor Robert McNair for his 
foresight in forming the Parks, Recreation and Tourism 
Commission. Our agency has maintained a positive image in 
the eyes of the general public since its formation seven 
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years ago, and this is certainly to the credit of all employees 
and commission members. 

The effects of the recent energy "crunch" have not 
caused significant changes in our state parks visitations, but 
we have not experienced the increase that we had antici
pated. Overall park attendance, including picnicking, 
swimming, camping and cabin rentals, is slightly less than 
last year at this same time. The weatherman hasn't been 
cooperating too well, as this has been an unusually wet 
summer. More South Carolinians seem to be visiting our 
state parks, and I view this with pleasure. So often we think 
that vacations begin when we cross the border of our own 
state into neighboring states. South Carolinians seem to be 
discovering that there are endless choices for memorable 
vacations within the Palmetto State! 

We have all seen the price of land skyrocket in recent 
months and years. The present high interest rates and 
scarcity of loanable funds has not helped the situation. The 
Recreation Land Trust Fund approved earlier this year by 
the state legislature is certainly going to benefit our agency 
in future land acquisitions. Speaking from my experience in 
the area of land development, I have seen tracts of land 
double in price in the space of a few short months! If you 
have doubts about the effects of the rise in the cost of 
living, go out and price property! s ' 

. . . .  .  />» .  " t  " .  y  V |  '  {• ;  V ' .  

Our Welcome Centers have been making a tremendous 
impact upon visitors traveling to South Carolina. I,have 
heard many favorable comments about the ex,cedent job 
being done by our lovely Welcome Center hostesses. More 
and more out-of-staters are discovering the beauty that lies 
within the Palmetto State! V 

Recent efforts to update and improve our state parks 
system have resulted in personnel, facilities and prograihs 
that are second to none. The continued availability of state 
and federal funds will in large part determine the'speed and 
scope of future developments. Concerning the upcoming 
Bicentennial, I hope that the present enthusiasm for this 
event will continue to grow. South Carolinians should take 
great pride in their state and its role in past historic events. 

I have been extremely impressed with Hickory Knob 
State Resort Park, and consider tt a unique and welcome 
addition to our state park family. At a time when ail of us 
are painfully aware of the rising cost of living, we should be 
proud that all South Carolinians can afford to take 
advantage of what we have to offer in our state parks. Our 
park superintendents and other field personnel are certainly 
doing a first-class job making visitors comfortable and "at 
home" while they are away from home. You are putting 
our best foot forward by selling the great state of South 
Carolina and true Southern hospitality. 

I hope that each of you shares my affection for South 
Carolina and our lovely state parks! 
Robert R. Rigby 
Vice Chairman, PRT Commission 

PARK LITES 



Below the south brow of massive Table Rock Mountain near Greenville, 
Table Rock State Park surrounds beautiful Lake Pinnacle and extends over 
2,680 acres of lush green mountains and valleys. The 58,000 acres in the 
state park system represent a priceless investment for present and future 
generations. 
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From the 
Directorate 

We have discussed the accomplishments of 
PRT over the past seven years. Now comes the 
question: What lies ahead? 

As usual, the question is more easily asked 
than answered. The PRT Commission and the 
executive staff are striving to find the answer and 
establish the work goals for the department for 
1975 to 1980. A draft version of the goals has been 
completed. The final document will be available 
soon. 

A lot can happen in five years. Hickory Knob 
and the village at Santee didn't exist five years ago, 
for example. All of us could string together a long 
list of additional things that have come about in 
that period of time. 

The point is, few of them would be here 
today if they had not been a part of a previous 
goal-setting process. There are two sides to every
thing. To say that a lot can happen in five years 
also means that very little can happen in five years. 
Sometimes, not much is required, but that isn't the 
case with PRT. 

We know what should be done. The S. C. 
Outdoor Recreation Plan provides the long-range 
goals for creating a system to adequately serve our 
citizens. The nuts and bolts of the overall plan will 
need to be adjusted periodically, to stay in line 
with social and economic shifts, but the basic 
structure is there. 

The question isn't what should be done, but 
how much can be done in five years? The PRT 
Commission's answer to that will tell us what lies 
ahead. It seems certain that we can look forward to 
an exciting and challenging future. 

As individuals, we therefore can see that 
opportunities for career advancement will be 
ample. There will be new programs and some ex

pansions of the system statewide. We can see that 
every PRT employee will have room for profes
sional growth and development. 

Our department will seek no new staff posi
tions during the next fiscal year. Instead, we will 
concentrate on upgrading existing employees and 
promoting from within wherever possible. The 
Commission realizes it will be difficult to "hold 
the line " on staff expansion for more than one 
year, but we will continue to look to our own em
ployees to fill new opportunities before going out
side. 

As a department, we can see that PRT will 
need to uphold its "Can Do" reputation more than 
ever before. Our department always has put more 
product on the line for the money than any other 
agency. We believe we can continue to do so. 

So, whatever the details of the goals turn out 
to be, we'll have our work cut out for us. It will be 
a full and rewarding period. We look with pleasure 
to working with you as we move into it. 
Fred P. Brinkman 
Executive Director 
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Sadlers Creek State Park, located near Anderson on the shore of the 
Hartwell Reservoir. State camping clubs affiliated with the National 
Campers and Hikers Association (NCHA) will be holding their Fall 
Campout here October 11-13. 

Lookin9 Back 

During the beginning of our summer season 
we were still feeling the effects of the Energy 
"Crunch." This caused some of our parks to get off 
to a slow start, but this only lasted a short period 
of time. Park use picked up considerably, as gas got 
more plentiful, filling the campgrounds and cabins 
to capacity. Several of the parks had a waiting list 
for cabin rentals in case of a cancellation. 

The parks along the coast proved to be very 
popular as they remained filled to capacity. We 
hope to add more facilities in the near future to 
take care of the needs of our park users. 

My sincere thanks and appreciation go to all 
of the office staff and field personnel for the hard 
work, patience and long hours spent making the 
past season one of the most successful, enjoyable 
and safe for our many park visitors. 

It would have been difficult to accomplish a 
job well done if it were not for dedicated personnel 
like you, as many of our park visitors will agree. As 
mentioned in the last edition of Park Lites, we had 
several employees to retire from the park system. 
They were dedicated employees and will surely be 
missed at their respective parks. We have had many 
park visitors to ask about them and wish them the 
best. I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
them in behalf of all PRT employees for their 
dedication and long years of service. We wish them 
every success in their retirement. They were 
Superintendents Clarence Doster of Chester State 
Park, Louis "Red" Hall of Old Dorchester State 
Park and Henry "Allen" Harris of Lee State Park. 

Kenneth O. Kolb 
Assistant Director 
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from Dolph Overton Gif t s  To  
The People Of South Carolinia 

Mr. and Mrs. Dolph Overton (left) receive a State Tourism Award from 
PRT Commission Chairman Dwight Holder. 

A replica of America's first passenger train and the 
only remaining Anderson automobile were presented as 
gifts to the people of South Carolina by the owner of the 
former "Wings & Wheels" museum at Santee. 

Dolph Overton, a native of Andrews who now resides 
in Smithfield, N. C., donated the train and auto to the S. C. 
Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism (PRT). Their 
value is estimated at $400,000. 

The gifts were accepted "with deep gratitude" by the 
PRT Commission at its July meeting in Columbia. A "State 
Tourism Award" was presented to Mr. Overton by the PRT 
Commission "in appreciation for contributions to the 
success of the Tourism Industry in South Carolina and in 
recognition of dedication to the discovery and enjoyment 
of our great State." 

PRT Commission Chairman Dwight A. Holder person
ally thanked Mr. and Mrs. Overton, who attended the 
meeting. He assured them that PRT will properly maintain 
both the train and the auto. The department plans to put 
them in the state parks system. 

Overton donated the items to PRT because of their 
obvious link with the history of South Carolina. 

The train is a hand-crafted reproduction of "The Best 
Friend of Charleston". The original made its public debut 
on Christmas Day in 1830. It ran between Charleston and 
Branchville. A boiler explosion later ended the career of the 
first train. 

Overton had his "Best Friend" built from the drawings 
for the original train. The steam-powered engine pulls a coal 
car and four open passenger cars. Overton says his version 
differs in only two ways from the first train. The wheels 
and tracks are three-quarters of an inch wider, and a safety 
boiler has been used in place of the type that exploded. 

The Anderson automobile was the only car ever 
produced in South Carolina. They were made by a 
company in Rock Hill. The one owned by Overton was 
manufactured in 1923. It apparently is the only Anderson 
car in running condition. 

Both the train and the car were part of an extensive 
collection of motorized conveyances assembled by Overton 
and displayed for several years in his museum at Santee. He 
closed the facility earlier this year. 
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District I 

Old Dorchester — I would like to welcome Ed 
Nesbit and his family. Ed was promoted and 
transferred from Paris Mountain. They are living in 
a new trailer. The residence is being renovated for 
Ranger Mike Reese and his family, who recently 
joined our park family. 

Edisto Beach — The new campground is being 
heavily used and improvements have been well 
received by park visitors. 

Givhans Ferry — Extensive revamping of the 
cabin wastewater system has been completed and 
will make these cabins more attractive for rental. 

Hunting Island — Many campers who have 
been disappointed by not being able to get in are 
anxiously waiting for completion of the 100 
additional sites. A campers' contact station is 
nearing completion and will be a welcomed 
addition. 

Myrtle Beach — A severe storm blew one 
picnic shelter down and it has been rebuilt. One of 
the older shelters has been moved nearer the beach 
and getting much more use. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
our field men who have worked so hard to keep 
things going smoothly in spite of many trying 
circumstances. 
N. B. Cooler 
District I Superintendent 



CHARLES TOWNE LANDING, Rex Brown, Special 
Events Coordinator — Now that the gasoline crisis has eased 
somewhat, the Landing's attendance has picked up. The 
July 4 celebration this year was one of the best yet. The 
10,000 persons who came to the Landing enjoyed the U. S. 
Army Golden Knights Parachute Team, various military 
hardware exhibits, country and western music by the 
Congaree River Boys, Bluegrass music and comedy by 
Ranger and Clyde, authentic Hawaiian music and hula 
dancing by the South Sea Islanders, a shooting exhibition 
by the Charles Towne Long Rifles, a patriotic program by 
the Tellers, and, to highlight the evening, a giant fireworks 
display. 

A special children's recreation program was held at the 
Landing the last of July and the first of August. The 
children enjoyed such things as trampoline instructions, arts 
and crafts, scavenger hunts, various games and relays, and 
special animal forest tours. The program was very suc
cessful. 

With Labor Day approaching, another celebration at 
the Landing is in the making. Special bicycle races 
sponsored by the ABL will be run in the morning and prizes 
awarded to the winners. Musical entertainment and other 
events are scheduled for the afternoon. With the onset of 
darkness, the Landing will present another one of its 
holiday fireworks shows. 

As for other news on the Landing, a new supply of 
shore birds — snowy egrets, glossy ibis, and night herons — 
were released in the shore bird aviary during the last of 
July. "The Song of Molasses", a Bicentennial movie will be 
filmed at the Ketch "Adventure" during the week of 
August 12-17. The employees and staff at the Landing 
invite you to visit us anytime. 

Youngsters from the Charleston area participated in a 
variety of enjoyable activities during "Children^ Week" at 
Charles Towne Landing August 5-9. The event was termed a 
"great success" by park officials. 

COLLETON STATE PARK, J. W. Stockman, Super
intendent — Local people and organizations are making 
more use of the park. 

The Walterboro Girl Scout Day Camp (23 scouts and 7 
mothers) was held the week of June 24th. Activities 
included fire building, flag ceremonies, arts and crafts. The 
week concluded with a cook-out and singing. Mrs. Pat Laird 
was the leader. 

Cub Scout Pack 765 from St. George held their annual 
picnic on June 29. 

As with all the parks, people from every state and 
various countries are discovering the beauty of South 
Carolina and her state parks. We recently had a young man 
from New Zealand visiting at Colleton! 

EDISTO BEACH STATE PARK, Dennis Hart, Ranger 
— We have been full every weekend for the past two 
months and have also had very large crowds in the picnic 
area. 

The picnickers on the 4th of July really had a wet day 
(2 1/2" of rain) but most of them braved it and stayed. 

A nice couple brought us a sick pelican in July. Bill 
Michener nursed it for almost a week, but the poor thing 
finally died. Wildlife Department Personnel are going to 
perform an autopsy and send us a report of their findings. 

We also had a pygmy sperm whale wash up on the 
beach. He weighed about 800 pounds and was about 9 feet 
long. The marine biogolists spent all day cutting its head off 
and cleaning it so that they might classify it. We had the 
fun of burying the "Whole Thing!" 

The sea turtle eggs started hatching and it was really a 
sight watching the big, tough rangers picking up the baby 
turtles and putting them in the ocean. 

At this writing, our security guard is doctoring a sick 
sea gull. We don't know how he will do, but we hope we 
have better luck than with the pelican. 

We hope that everyone has a nice summer. 

••••••• 

On Hilton Head Island can be found the "marsh 
tackys" — tiny horses believed to be descended from those 
left by early Spanish Explorers when the island was a 
"watering station" for galleons in the 16th century. Until 
recently, the marsh tacky was virtually the only transpor
tation for the natives of the island, who, when they wished 
to travel any distance, simply rounded up a tacky and 
slipped a rope around his neck for a bridle. 
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GIVHANS FERRY STATE PARK, Harry G. Farr, 
Superintendent — The Summer of 1974 will be remem
bered by park visitors and the crew at Givhans Ferry State 
Park as hot and dry, but very pleasant. In contrast to last 
summer, we have had very little rain and campers as well as 
swimmers and picnickers have really enjoyed the sunshine. 
The lack of mosquitoes and the Energy Crisis are two 
factors which have greatly increased our park use. 

The camping area has received the largest increase in 
activity and we have had many compliments on the way it 
is kept. Currently we are 250 campsites ahead of the same 
period last year and if our campers would tell their friends 
about the campground we would grow even more. How
ever, they keep it a secret because it is so quiet and 
peaceful. 

Our vacation cabins reopened this week and the phone 
has really kept Myra busy. She has them all reserved for this 
weekend and the remainder of the season is filling up fast. 
The new sewer system is a great improvement and it will 
make maintaining the cabins much easier. Thanks to all 
concerned. 

The Fourth of July was the high point of our summer 
season and again this year the top event was the sky diving 
exhibition performed by the Moncks Comer Sky Diving 
Club. Rain and clouds almost caused the 1 P.M. event to be 
cancelled; however, about three o'clock God smiled 
through the clouds with beautiful rays of sunshine and our 
prayers were answered. The opening in the clouds lasted 
just long enough for the divers to jump and they landed 
within a few feet of their target. Within two hours it was 
pouring rain again; however; our Creator had made sure 
that our 4th of July was a success. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Ranger 
Charles Cumbee, Program Specialist Madelyn Browing, Jim 
Collins, Jerry Stimson and Park Aid Richard Gilbert for the 
excellent job they have done this Summer. Ronnie Flood, 
Robin Simmons and Fred Crum also did a fine job as 
Maintenance Aids from the Neighborhood Youth Corps 
Program — City of Charleston. 

Except for a few incidents of vandalism this has been a 
very successful summer. Our swimming area has gotten 
plenty of use and the Edisto River is currently around three 
feet below normal. We are now looking forward to the fall 
and winter so we can get started on the winter work 
program. We invite you all to come and see us. 

HAMPTON PLANTATION, Jim Ivey, Superintendent 
— We at Hampton have had a real good summer this year. 
We have kept very busy even though we haven't had the 
crowds most parks have. 

An architect from Charleston has been here this past 
week and is making plans to start work on the plantation 

house. Our Chief Historian, Mike Foley and Mr. Barnes, the 
architect are in the process of setting up a schedule for 
work in the house. We have started limited work already 
tearing out some of the old wall boards. We hope the work 
will go smoothly and with a minimum of problems. 

HUNTING ISLAND STATE PARK, Tillman Erwin, 
Superintendent — Our summer is swiftly going by. It has 
been a good summer and my thanks go to all people that 
helped to make it our best yet. 

Mr. Robert A. Elmore, Director, Convention & 
Visitors Bureau, Chattanooga, Tennessee, was a visitor here 
the week of June 24. He really enjoyed his vacation at 
Hunting Island and plans to come back next year. 

Nick Roark, the naturalist wrote the following para
graph on his program: "It is obvious that the possible 
energy shortage has had no effect on the number of people 
making their way to the beaches for vacations. The 
campground here at Hunting Island usually fills up each 
week by Wednesday night. With a stepped up nature and 
recreation program there's always something going on. 
Campers from all over the country are enjoying discovering 
the natural beauty of South Carolina (beaches, marshes and 
coastal woodlands) through a variety of nature excursions 
and activities such as beach walks, marsh walks and field 
trips. The nature center in its second summer of operation 
continues to draw large crowds. Stocked with interpretive 
displays and live animals, the nature center continually 
excites people from other states who have never seen the 
animals and other natural phenomenon that occur naturally 
here on Hunting Island. A real live alligator and a large 
collection of snakes are just a few of the more colorful 
animals residing in the nature center." 

Bill Gambrell, the recreator, wrote the following 
paragraph on his program: "It has also been a colorful 
summer in terms of recreation with the presentation of the 
red, white and blue sanddollar medal to winners in such 
activities as sand castle building contests, carpet golf 
tournaments, and family scavenger hunts. The second 
annual July 4 Olympic Week activities saw over 200 men, 
women and children participate in such events as the frisbee 
throw, egg toss, three-legged race and 50-yard dash. An 
awards ceremony concluded the week's fun. An added 
service has been initiated this summer in the form of an 
equipment checkout. Campers may use a variety of 
recreation equipment including volleyball, horseshoes, soft-
balls and badminton at no cost. It has been a super summer 
of fun and excitement at Hunting Island." 

Lois Gambrell has done an outstanding job as a 
missionary. In addition to the worship service and child
ren's hour on Sunday, she has held a children's hour each 
week day from one until two o'clock. Her first aid station 
has been quite busy this summer giving treatment for many 
cuts, splinters and sunburn. 
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The 1875 Hunting Island lighthouse will soon get a 
facelifting, for a contract has been awarded to paint and 
restore the historic structure. 

HUNTINGTON BEACH STATE PARK, Van Stickles, 
Superintendent — Evan Powell of WFBC-TV in Greenville 
recently spent a week at Huntington Beach. He did some 
filming for the half-hour program "Update" shown on July 
11. Many thanks to WFBC for the good advertisement and 
public-service. 

A recordbreaking crowd attended the park on the 
Fourth of July. Recreation programs were available all day 
that included a Pot and Pan Parade, surfing contest for 
non-surfers, frog jumping contest, greased watermelon 
chase in the surf, and all sorts of fun. No major incidents 
were reported and we all are thankful for that. 

Pine beetles continue to destroy our pine domininant 
forest. Cutting continues daily here on the park as well as in 
Brookgreen Gardens. Only a severe winter will keep us from 
losing every pine in the area. Thick swamplands make it 
difficult to get the trees out. 

We are all glad to hear that the South Carolina Arts 
Commission has proposed to renovate Atalaya and to use it 
as a training area for art students and as an attraction for 
the general public. Joint agreements like this between state 
agencies allow better utilization of existing facilities to 
better serve the public, which is actually what we all are 
here for. 

LITTLE PEE DEE STATE PARK, Marshall Waldt, 
Superintendent — We had an unusual event here in the park 
on July 26. I can't say unusual either because the same 
group met here last year on the same date. The difference is 
that this year the life guards, concession operators, the 
ranger and I had a small but VERY pleasant part in the 
celebrations. We each got a generosly piled plate of 
barbecued lamb and other tasty foods. 

The event was the gathering of the Ray McGill family 
and their friends to celebrate the birthday of St. Anne. St. 
Anne is the mother of the Virgin Mary, Mother of Christ. A 
Basilica and shrine was built in her honor in the Province of 
Quebec Canada on the St. Lawrence Seaway. After several 
fires and rebuildings there is now a large and very beautiful 
shrine of marble from various countries, also of gold and 
silver and diamonds in ornamental designs. People of all 
faiths journey there for the blessings of St. Anne. 

I talked to some of the members of the McGill family 
and they said that this annual event is observed by them no 
matter where they might be. There are numerous other 
dates they gather to honor and to enjoy each others 
company. 

These people are what some people call Gypsies. My 
dictionary defines a Gypsy as a wanderer; it also defines a 
wanderer as a person that roams or travels without purpose 
or destination. This certainly does not describe that McGill 
family I met and talked to, for they certainly have a 
purpose in life and that is "To Enjoy Life." Their 
destination is their homes here in Dillon County and other 
nearby counties where they have lived most of their lives. 
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LYNCHES RIVER STATE PARK, Bill Bullard, Super
intendent — It has been a most interesting summer at 
Lynches River to date, and more people are finding us and 
indicate they are pleased with the progress and looking 
forward to each new addition. They seem to have fa"eti in 
love with our Swampfox Nature Trail. 

Boy Scout Troop 277 of Florence camped out at the 
park recently and assisted in clearing on the nature trail. 
Girl Scout Troop 59 of Shaw AFB spent the entire 
Memorial Day weekend with us and they all indicated that 
it had been one of the high marks of their scouting 
experience. 

On Saturday morning, I took them on a seven-mile 
nature hike. We took most of the day in making the trip 
and the girls prepared lunch on high ground right in the 
middle of a river slough. The girls Honored park personnel 
and visitors late that evening with a skit that was enjoyed 
by all. 

The "Streaking Bug" hit the park on July 14 when 
Chrissy and Randy Broach of Florence (ages 4 and 5) 
pulled off all their clothes and streaked across the park. 
Dad and Mon were right behind (with clothes on, of course) 
but were too slow and gave up in the stretch. 

On July 20, a motorcycle club from Florence with 
thirty cycles paid us a visit. It was a hectic day and I had a 
few more grey hairs by nightfall, but we survived and the 
club members seemed to have had a good time. 

Three hundred-fifty members of the First Freewill 
Baptist Church of Florence came out for their church 
outing on July 28. It was their first visit and they all stated 
how impressed they were and that they would be returning 
frequently in the future. 

We have been running a recreation program with the 
use of two girls from the Comprehensive Manpower Office 
this summer, and it has been working out real well. The 
visitors really seem to enjoy the organized volleyball, 
basketball, horseshoes and other games. 

MYRTLE BEACH STATE PARK, Robert J. Turner, 
Superintendent — This summer has turned out to be one of 
the biggest and best yet. We have had an overflow of 
campers all summer. I think we can attribute the success of 
this summer to the A-l and A-2 personnel. Without hard 
work and the cooperation of everyone none of this could 
have been possible. 

We would like to congratulate Merl Rhodes on his 
promotion to the Columbia office. He will be missed by 
many fishermen and friends. We would also like to 
congratulate Tom Poe on his promotion to Pier Manager. 
We know Tom will do his best at this job. Billy Duncan is a 
new addition to the park family. He is not a stranger to this 
park as he was one of our A-2 employees on the fishing peir 
for two summers. Billy is doing a fine job and we are glad 
to have him as a Ranger. 

Our recreation and nature programs have gone 
smoothly this year. Most of the campers and their families 
take part in the activities. Eddie Miller, our chaplain, has 
played a big part in this program. He has been able to bring 
in several singing groups which were enjoyed by everyone. 

We hope to be able to start on our winter work 
program very soon as there are a lot of minor repairs that 
need to be done after a heavy season of use. 

OLD DORCHESTER, Ed Nesbit, Superintendent — 
Old Dorchester was really jumping during June, with 
picnickers, ball games, day camps, fishermen, and history 
buffs. However, after a quiet Fourth of July our weekday 
attendance has dropped, but we're still packing them in on 
the weekends. 

A welcome addition to Old Dorchester is our new 
Ranger, Mike Reese, his wife Celia, and daughter Leora. 
Mike is originally from Halstead, Kansas, but after being 
discharged from the Navy decided to make South Carolina 
his home. 

I would like to give my very special thanks to Mr. 
Cooler and my neighbor Glenn Farr for their help while we 
were getting settled in. 

Many vacationers in search of a place to relax enjoyed the 
quiet beaches of South Carolina this summer. 
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District MI 

Aiken — Superintendent West and Ranger 
Inabinet have been having a very successful 
summer thus far with only minor breakdowns. 
We're hoping the new power and water supply in 
the campground will soon be completed so that 
campers will be able to enjoy their air conditioners 
without tripping a breaker. 

Barnwell — "Bea" has been having a few 
problems with sewage but has most of them solved. 
After rebuilding part of her Timber Form play
ground equipment, I don't think she will be having 
any more problems with it. The rondettes are 
doing real well with the annual watermelon buyers 
keeping the ball rolling. 

Cheraw — Superintendent Adair has more 
troubles than most. If he doesn't have a pump to 
go out or a waterline to break daily, he goes stir 
crazy. Larry has painted another unit in Camp 
Forest this summer; for those of you that don't 
realize what this means, it's 100 gallons of paint. 
All in all I believe Larry may survive another 
summer at Cheraw. 

Dreher Island — Superintendent Brock 
doesn't have any maintenance problems as of yet, 
but just give him a couple more years. I think we're 
going to be able to start construction again, so 
"good luck, Wally!" 

Lee — Superintendent Pressley has had a 
pretty good summer up to this point with only a 
water leak or two. As of this writing he is repairing 
another leak in the campground, so we're looking 
forward to new water and electrical lines there 
also. 

N. R. Goodale — All of us here in District II 
would like to express our sympathy to the family 
of Tom Wooten. Tom succumbed to cancer August 
10. He will certainly be missed by all of us. 

Poinsett — Superintendent Taylor has been 
having a pretty smooth summer so far. He has had 
a few minor problems on the park and in the group 
camps, but has kept the park looking good. 

Rivers Bridge — Superintendent Flood just 
recently became the proud father of a baby boy. 
I'm sure Mac will have him on a tractor before 
long. We haven't had anything but minor problems 
at Rivers Bridge so far this summer. 

Santee — Superintendent Duncan and his 
crew have had a big year so far, and I'm sure it's 
going to be even greater than last year. The new 
barracks building has been completed, which is a 
great asset to the seasonal programs and the park. 
All the cottages are full this summer and camping 
is still going real good, although I don't believe it's 
quite as good as last summer. The spring camping 
was above average with several weekends that we 
were turning campers away. Larry has had only 
minor problems this summer, so I think he'll make 
it another year without turning gray. 

Sesqui — Superintendent Meadows is still 
doing a fine job with the usual summer crowds that 
frequently visit Sesqui each summer. Jim tells me 
he thinks his day use is off some from last year but 
that's not saying much since he still has many 
visitors each day. A new fence has been added 
around the amphitheater to prevent some of the 
vandalism. The fence is a big improvement, and I'm 
looking forward to the building being put to use. 

Redcliffe — Ranger Cobb is still mowing acres 
upon acres of grass around the Plantation. I think 
Gene gets lonesome at Redcliffe, because every-
time I visit with him he tries to break my hand! 

Horace Craig 
District II Superintendent 
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AIKEN STATE PARK, Marshall West, Superintendent 
— Before the summer season started there were some 
questions as to what effect the energy shortage would have 
on the parks. Well, Aiken experienced its biggest summer 
season yet. Our campground has filled up more times since 
January than it ever has before. Camping clubs from Aiken, 
Columbia and Augusta contributed to this. The energy 
shortage did bring out several trends, one of which showed 
that about 80% of our campers lived within a 100-mile 
radius of the park. 

Swimming classes were again very popular during the 
mornings, with more than 500 youngsters attending. Due to 
the popularity we had to increase the number of swimming 
instructors and extend the length of the sessions from six to 
eight weeks. 

Happy Days Camp for exceptional children from 
Aiken County held their camp at the park for the second 
consecutive year. During the six weeks of the camp the 
children enjoyed such activities as swimming, pedal boats, 
ball games, and art and crafts. 

I hope that everyone had a successful summer. I'll see 
you at the Superintendent's Meeting, if not sooner. 

BAKER CREEK STATE PARK, Wayne Timms, 
Superintendent — Here's a seasonal note from Pam 
Hollo way: 

"What is there to say about a summer at Baker Creek 
State Park? It's kinda hard to explain unless you've spent 
one there yourself. Its an experience, to say the least. 
Where else can you find ghosts on Sunday nights, a 
superintendent and lifeguards who wear suspenders or a 
camper who brings her pet snake to entertain peaceful 
Sunday afternoon visitors? Baker Creek is not only a nice 
place to visit but obviously a nice place to live, for some of 
our campers have spent most of the summer with us. We're 
all just one big happy family and I guess thatk what makes 
Baker Creek such a nice place. The major part of our 
"Family" is made up of Superintendent Wayne Timms, 
Rangers Bob Underwood and Chuck Grant, Lifeguards 
Jerry Reynolds, Steve Strom and Ross Workman, Con
cession stand workers Ginnie Deason, Pam Holloway and 
Carpet Golf Operator Bertha Bowen. 

BARNWELL STATE PARK, Bea Ross, Superinten
dent — Professor James Ward of the University of South 
Carolina has been utilizing Barnwell State Park again, this 
time with a group of student teachers for environmental 
education. 

A Senior Lifesaving course was taught during the 
summer by Bonnie Hinnant of Blackville, with numerous 
area residents participating in the program. 

CHERAW STATE PARK, Bill Alewine, Ranger — Our 
park visitation has increased due to many family reunions 
using the recreation building and shelters. Many groups 
using the group camp area have enjoyed themselves very 
much with hayrides, square dancing and movies. Our 
campers have also enjoyed having a new way of having fun. 
Some of them admitted that it was their first hayride! 

A new moto-cross track has been added at Cheraw 
State Park. A lot of youngsters have used it and we hope 
this will give them a safe place to ride their motorcycles. 

A junior lifesaving class was held at the park. A lot of 
boy scouts and some of the park kids enrolled and said they 
enjoyed it very much. They can increase our lifeguard 
program and it's good for the kids, too. Since the last issue 
of PARK LITES we lost Danny Odom to Paris Mountain 
State Park. In his place we welcome Mike Jordan from 
Kings Mountain State Park. Bill Alewine has been trans
ferred to Santee State Park as Assistant Superintendent. 
Robert Fowler, one of the rangers, has taken a new view on 
life since our last report. Her name is Mrs. Robert Fowler! 
Congratulations, Robert! 

Boy Scout Troup 392 of Barnwell recently converged on 
the park and assisted in the construction of a foot bridge 
across the nature trail. 
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DREHER ISLAND STATE PARK, Wally Brock, 
Superintendent — The season of liesure and recreation has 
been one of much activity at Dreher Island even though the 
park has not been officially opened. 

During the week of July 4 the park was loaded with 
campers of every description coming from all parts of the 
state. During the night it was a beautiful sight to see all the 
different shades of light throughout the various camp 
locations, and one church group from Union brought 
guitars and sang in the early evening hours. 

The boat ramps are being used a lot and with all the 
other activities we have been busy keeping litter and trash 
picked up. 

N. R. GOODALE STATE PARK, Kurt K. Becht, 
Ranger — August has finally come and we have two thirds 
of what has thus far been a busy, safe, and successful 
summer behind us. Although crowds have not been 
especially large, they have been steady. Our use in all areas 
is well ahead of this same time last year. The shelters are 
filled most every weekend with family reunions, church 
groups, and company picnics. Several baptisms have been 
held in the pond at the golf course, and even a driving rain 
failed to turn away a good sized Fourth of July crowd. 

I continue to be surprised at the number of long time 
local residents who are only now discovering and enjoying 
the park for the first time. Although we have no overnight 
facilities, we are seeing an increase in the number of 
out-of-state visitors, many of whom return often, lured 
back by the good fishing our lake offers. 

I'd like to welcome Ranger Jerome Butler to Goodale, 
and I'd also like to take this opportunity to say thanks to 
all those who have been helping me out during the past 
several weeks. Whether it has been actual work, advice, or 
just an encouraging word, it has helped me through what 
has been at times a rather trying period. 

GREENWOOD STATE PARK, Paul D. Manous, 
Ranger — As the summer winds down toward the "Labor 
Day weekend," we should all ask ourselves what we 
remember about summer at our park. Do we remember 
Monday mornings when it was hard to tell the park from 
the county garbage dump? Do we remember Sunday 
evening, with a sewage line stopped up and a hundred 
people waiting t<- use the rest room? Do we remember 10 
acres of grass needing to be cut, all the mowers broken, and 
it raining every afternoon? Do we remember these un
pleasant things or do we remember all the smiles that we 
received for a job well-done; and more important, did we 
smile back and say "Welcome to Our Park?" 

We have had a very good summer at Greenwood. 
Camping has been very popular but did slack off in late 
July. On Saturday, June 1 we had three hot air balloons 
and their crews to spend the night in our campground. 
They were all participants in "The Great Race" from Helen, 
Georgia to the Atlantic Ocean. They received a lot of 
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attention from everyone who got up early enough Sunday 
morning to see them lift off. 

The week of July 4 was a full week in our camp
ground. The rains came; however; that did not stop our 
sack races, greasy pole climb, or any other activities. The 
water filled balloon toss fit right in because everyone got 
wet anyway! 

We want to thank all of our summer help for the fine 
job they have done. With their help our park has been a 
nice place to spend a summer day. We have had a good 
summer, as I hope everyone has. It is a restful thought to 
know that September will soon be here. I can feel a 
vacation coming on! 
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HAMILTON BRANCH STATE PARK, Frank 
Baughraan, Superintendent — What a busy summer we are 
having at Hamilton Branch! Ranger Baqui and I are staying 
plenty busy trying to keep up with the many campers that 
we've been having. Our day use really picked up during the 
last month as our newly constructed picnic areas and 
shelters are being heavily used on weekends. 

I'm sure everyone heard about the slaying of those 
three soldiers at Clark Hill Lake. Well, those killings took 
place about three miles from Hamilton Branch and it really 
shook up some of our campers, especially when some of 
our campers were questioned concerning those murderers. 
We have since been careful to make ourselves readily 
identifiable when approaching a camper, particularly after 
dark. 

(Editor's Note: Superintendent Baughman's comments 
concerning Park personel identifying themselves bring to 
light the fact that we are still in the process of making 
identification cards for all PRT employees. We encourage 
you to use this card to identify yourself, expecially when 
you are not in uniform.) 

We are going to have an exciting and unusual event, 
for a state park, coming up at Hamilton Branch in 
September. On Friday September 6, 1974, we are going to 
have a marriage ceremony performed on one of our 
campsites between Johnny Ferguson, son of Millie Baqui, 
secretary of the State Park Information Center, and stepson 
of Douglas Baqui, Ranger at Hamilton Branch, and Rebecca 
Nutt from Beech Island, South Carolina. This is a first for 
Hamilton Branch and all of us are looking forward to it. 

We hope to have our new 120 site camping area open 
by Labor Day and encourage everyone to come by and see 
this beautiful new addition to our park. 

HICKORY KNOB STATE RESORT PARK, Ted 
Barbie, Superintendent — Hickory Knob has had a quiet, 
relaxing summer with full occupancy most of the time for 
cabins and motel units. We entertained the U. S. Air Force 
in July and at times some of us were tempted to fly away 
with them. After thinking on the subject, we decided 
Hickory Knob couldn't get along without us! 

We are looking forward to a busy fall; leaves are 
turning, vacations begin, conventions, Bass Tournaments — 
lots and lots of fun. Come by and see us for a nice relaxing 
vacation, and just in case you get bored, bring along your 
PRT uniform — we always have something going on. 

On Monday, July 22 we were "invaded" by the 
television crew from Columbia making at ETV film. TV 
earners were everywhere and we dared not move around too 
much for fear we would show up on one of them. We were 
not able to pick up Channel 35 here in the boondocks but 
we hear from all reports that it was an excellent presenta
tion. 

Dot Fakkema, Social Director at Hickory Knob has 
been a patient at Self Memorial Hospital for a few weeks. 
We at Hickory Knob wish her a speedy recovery and hope 
she will be back to work soon. Dave Goff, Program Director 
from Greenwood State Park is filling in for Dot and we 
want to extend to Dave a hearty welcome and hope he has 
enjoyed his visit with us as much as we have enjoyed having 
him. 

We hate to lose our attractive desk clerk, Neal 
Samples, who is leaving to return to college. Neal is being 
replaced by another pretty little face, Del Irwin, wife of 
Paul Irwin, Ranger II at Hickory Knob. Ray Getsinger has 
joined the park family as Water Treatment Plant Operator 
and will soon be moving his family onto the Park. Welcome, 
Del and Ray. 

LEE STATE PARK, Van W. Pressley, Superintendent 
— A new Ranger has joined us at Lee. He is Jerry Smith, the 
brother of Wayne Smith at Poinsett. Welcome aboard, 
Jerry! Attendance has been off lately due to the rain but 
the camping has been fairly good. I was very sorry and 
saddened to hear about the passing of a very close friend, 
Tom Wooten. He will be missed greatly by all his friends. 
My heart goes out to all his family, who I had the pleasure 
to know. 

Mike Pressley, head lifeguard was chosen to attend 
South Carolina Boys State in Charleston this summer. He 
was the first from his school to attend, and was also the 
first to be selected for "Who's Who Among American High 
School Students." This makes him eligible to compete for 
10 scholarships up to $1,000. We are real proud of him. 

POINSETT STATE PARK, James Taylor, Superinten
dent — Once again another summer is almost over. As in the 
past, the majority of our park visitors have been mainly 
from South Carolina. 

This summer has been a full and busy one for our two 
group camps. Again both group camps have been mainly 
used by a most worth-while organization, S. C. Crippled 
Childrens Association. 

My family and I were invited to eat supper with the 
staff and children that last day they were in camp. It was 
indeed an experience I'll never forget to see the faces of 
these children, crippled in one way and many also mentally 
retarded, having probably the best time of the year. Among 
many things, they were taught table manners which they 
used to the best of their ability. Of course, this marvelous 
camping experience was sad only for a short time, but even 
for that short time there was happiness that won't be 
forgotten. 

There has been a noticeable increase in our campers, 
which I feel is due to the energy crisis. We have seen many 
more local people using our campground. 
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We have been well satisfied with our summer help this 
season, for they carried out their jobs without any 
problems. 

Our naturalist and recreator, Robert Little, has cer
tainly done an outstanding job in both capacities this 
summer. His work in the museum was mainly to see that 
everything was kept in order since Assistant Naturalist 
Dennis Gunter has already made it into one of the best. His 
nature trail walks on the weekends seemed to have been 
enjoyed by all. 

Robert's role as a recreator in our campgrounds was 
most successful due to the fact that he had help from a 
lifeguard, our concession operator and many of his friends 
from Columbia. All of these young people used their 
singing and guitar talents in leading sing-alongs on Saturday 
nights. The Fourth of July was a big success in the 
sing-alongs. Of course, it helped to have a very large crowd 
willing to join in. 

One of the big highlights of the night was when our 
own Ranger Wayne Smith joined in by playing a tune on an 
old timey "wash board." I wish everyone could have seen 
and heard it! 

As you can see, our summer has been a very busy one. 
Without the help of my rangers, Jake Holloway, Wayne 
Smith, James Washington, and David Thompson, I know 
the summer would have not run so smoothly. Many thanks 
to them for their continuous help. 

REDCLIFFE, Gene Cobb, Ranger — Here at Redcliffe 
we operate on a small basis, but we have a great future. 
Already over 7 1/2 acres has been cleared for the Lions 
Club, which will help put it in first class order. 

We expect our park to be a show place, but there's still 
an awful lot of work to be done. Everybody down here is 
our neighbor, and good neighbors help each other. Pretty 
soon we hope to do our part by presenting one of the best 
recreational facilities available in South Carolina. 

RIVERS BRIDGE, Mac Flood, Superintendent — 
Rivers Bridge has proven to be an exciting place for me. I 
was surprised to see the number of people that use the 
park. The calling card for the park is the spacious swimming 
pool. The biggest attraction at the pool is the new sliding 
board that was installed just before the summer season. The 
kids really enjoy themselves diving off the two diving 
boards, sliding down the sliding board, or playing water 
basketball. 

The Confederate Museum has been a big attraction 
also. The remodeling has improved its looks and will be an 
aid to the preservation of the historic artifacts. 

The recreation building has also been a busy place. 
The square dances which are held every Saturday night have 
been enjoyed by both campers and local people. This seems 

to have helped park participation a great deal by giving the 
people something to do. 

Recently the Boy Scouts visited us, but in an unusual 
way. There were 105 of them and their means of 
transportation was by bicycle. They were on a 135-mile trip 
and they decided to stop by Rivers Bridge to cool 
themselves off in the spring-fed pool and rest their legs for 
the last leg of their trip. 

I am also very lucky to have two life guards, who are 
Water Safety Instructors. They taught three swimming 
classes and one senior lifesaving class. I would like to thank 
them for the wonderful job they have done, and am looking 
forward to having them back next summer. 

Rivers Bridge has been a very busy place! To be such a 
small park, we have had a lot of different people and 
activities going on in order to make a joyful and rewarding 
summer come true. 

SANTEE STATE PARK, Larry McPherson, Ranger II 
— Things here at Santee have been real busy for us since the 
season opened. 

Camping has been fairly average, even with the fuel 
shortage. We have had more tent campers than the 
self-contained trailers. 

We had the pleasure of playing host to Mr. Penn S. 
Foreman of Tennessee's Department of Conservation for a 
few days. We understand that he was favorably impressed 
with our system, and we hope that Mr. Foreman will return 
very soon to visit with us. 

As summer help goes, I think Santee got the best staff 
so far. We had a great bunch of guys working this summer, 
and we are fortunate that some will be back next season. 

David Scott our Naturalist has been doing a fine job at 
the Nature Center. Our Recreator Jack Todd has been 
keeping the campers entertained with planned activities 
each night. 

Much praise should be given to Stan Tipton our 
Chaplain. His Sunday Services have been real rewarding to 
many of our camping guests. 

We've had campers from such faraway places as 
Australia, England, Greece, Israel and, last but not least, 
four Buddist Monks! 

Our Santee Cooper Fishing Derby which ended June 
16 was very successful. The Tackle Box was one of the 
official checking and weighing stations. The largest bass 
recorded at our station was a 10 pound 8 ounce large 
mouth bass, with a couple of bream going over a pound. 
That just goes to show you that good "Old Lake Marion 
can't be beat for fishing". 
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As long as we are talking about fishing, we had a 
fishing contest on August 17. It was organized by Jack 
Todd our Recreator and Pat Williams of Santee Realty. 

Well, as the old sun sets down on our Lake Marion and 
smiles fade from the Ranger's faces, we can feel the faint 
touch of the season coming to an end! 

We know that soon we'll be blessed with a nice quiet 
weekend. 

SESQUICENTENNIAL STATE PARK, Jim Meadors, 
Superintendent — Scribbles from the "Sesqui Scribe" We 
are into the last four weeks of "The Season" and we are 
having plenty of action that we could use less of. Rain 
keeps coming down, grass keeps coming up and we are in 
the middle, trying to keep dry and cut grass. All revenue 
activities are off this year when compared to 1973 figures 
at this "Point in Time". However, primitive camping is up, 
as well as fishermen, picnickers and total visitors. We have 
had over 44,000 more visitors this year, but our revenue is 
almost $900 less than this time last year. Out of state 
visitors are off by more than 500. Can we blame it all on 
the energy crisis, or is there more we can do to reverse the 
trend??? 

Since last writing we have had three pairs of incidents 
— two weddings, two baptisms and two heart attacks in the 
park. One of our campers is still in the VA Hospital in 
Columbia, and one young man who was stricken in our 
picnic area is recovering at home after his mild attack. We 
also had two birthdays this past month. Gus Krajcik added 
another year and my wife Ila ignored another one. 

We are happy to have the Sloan family settled in the 
park now. They have adapted to park life like ducks to 
water. Mrs. Sloan, (Betty) is operating our Log House on 
weekends. Frank is our substitute Lifeguard, Mark is filling 
in on the Carpet Golf Course and Kim helps the naturalist 
keep the Nature Center specimens fed. The entire family is 
contributing to our mission in some way. 

Our amphitheater, which was being horribly vanda
lized, has been secured by a six foot chain link fence 
topped with 3 strands of barbed wire. We removed several 
loads of trash and litter from the dressing rooms and back 
stage area. Twelve doors had to be replaced. Rest rooms in 
the picnic and old camping areas have been repainted due 
to vandalism. 

I hope the rest of the season is completed without a 
mishap in any of our parks . . .See ya'll in the fall, and keep 
smiling! ! ! 

Personnel from the Information & Education Office didnt even have to 
leave Santee State Park recently when they needed "models to pose lor a 
photograph to be used in the revised park pamphlet. Superintendent Larry 
Duncan, his wife Kathy and their son Heath made themselves right at 
home inside one of the park's thirty attractive rondette cabins. 
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District 

At Andrew Jackson, the new residence was 
completed several weeks ago. Ranger Douglas 
Perritt and his family are now occupying and 
enjoying it. A new access road has been opened to 
the residence and the grounds around it have been 
seeded and landscaped. Since this was the only 
construction at the park this year, Superintendent 
Lew Griffin and his staff have had sufficient time 
to groom and maintain the other areas, and the 
park is in excellent condition. A visit to Andrew 
Jackson is necessary to really appreciate the beauty 
and fine facilities available there. 

At Landsford Canal Superintendent Jim Work 
and Ranger Leroy Atkinson have completed land
scaping around the new residence, work shop and 
the Lockkeepers house that has been reconstructed 
on the park. Jim and Leroy are also busy clearing 
the old canal and locks. The development of this 
historically oriented park seems to be on or ahead 
of schedule. 

A heavy maintenance schedule at Kings 
Mountain for the last two winters has definitely 
improved the overall facilities of this park, and 
another heavy schedule of maintenance during the 
coming winter months will further improve the 
many recreational facilities available to the public. 
Kings Mountain offers picnicking, swimming, 
family camping, boating, carpet golf, group camps, 
planned recreational programs, primitive camping, 
a country store and last but not least a very fine 
staff of dedicated personnel. 

The new Superintendent at Chester, Travis W. 
Williams is carrying on in the same fine tradition of 

his predecessor Clarence Doster. All the facilities-
...picnicking, camping, equestrian and archery 
range...are in excellent condition and pedal boats 
have now been introduced on the park lake to 
augment all of the afore-mentioned facilities. 

A contract has recently been let and con
struction has begun on a new Superintendent's 
residence at Rose Hill. Completion of the new 
residence is scheduled in about three months. 

Developement of facilities at Croft is be
ginning to move into a new phase with scheduled 
construction of a new Superintendent's residence, 
a one hundred and fifty stall horse stable and an 
Olympic sized swimming pool. These together with 
the other facilities added in the past few years will 
greatly improve the overall potential of Croft State 
Park. 

Winterizing Camp Buckhorn at  Paris  
Mountain is scheduled for the coming winter 
months. Eddie Miller and his staff are looking 
forward to construction of a carpet golf facility 
before another season arrives. 

The winter work program at Table Rock will 
hopefully include a complete renovation and up
grading of the bathouse facility. Also scheduled is a 
master plan for wastewater collection and treat
ment to be incorporated into the present treatment 
facilities which are already in operation. One of the 
most urgently needed facilities at Table Rock is a 
large recreation building for square dancing, group 
activities and planned recreation. 

The new Superintendent's residence at 
Keowee Toxaway will soon be ready for occu
pancy. A contract for the Phase I developement 
has been let and construction is scheduled to begin 
immediately on the new interpretive center, several 
picnic shelters, a replica of a Cherokee Indian 
Village and nature trails. Superintendent John 
Rhodes and his staff are clearing away the charred 
debris of the old Chapmans covered bridge that 
burned recently. It will be rebuilt when materials 
are acquired and plans are completed. 

Oconee is such a complete park as it is that it 
would be rather difficult to visualize additional 
facilities, with the exception of a larger recreation 
building in which to conduct group activities. 
Construction of a master plan for wastewater 
collection and treatment is scheduled to begin at 
Oconee sometime after Labor day. 
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The NCHA Annual Fall Camporee is being 
held at Sadlers Creek on October 11, 12, 13, and 
Superintendent Joe Ham bright and his staff are 
already working on plans and preparations for this 
event. Approximately a dozen other staff members 
from District 3 parks will be on hand to assist Joe 
and his Ranger Herbert Jones when the camporee 
takes place. 
Robert G. Jones 
District III Superintendent 

ANDREW JACKSON,.Lew Griffin, Superintendent — 
Another busy summer is drawing to an end. The park has 
been a busy place this year with numerous groups and 
families utilizing our picnic and camping areas. The size and 
number of fish being caught in the park lake have increased, 
with many of the campers enjoying fresh fish for their 
meals. We have recently gone through a "dry spell" but in 
the past two weeks we have had more than our share of 
rain. Ranger Doug Perritt and I are already discussing our 
winter work program and making preparations for getting 
started with our projects. 

CHESTER STATE PARK, Ted Williams, Super
intendent — I'd like to take this opportunity to thank all 
those who have lent me a helping hand in getting settled at 
Chester. A special thanks to Bob Jones for seeing me 
through some trying times. 

Camping has been slow with about 85% of our 
campers coming from out of state. We have had campers 
from as far away as New Mexico, with the largest percent of 
campers coming from Florida. Day use of the park has been 
constant, and hardly a day goes by without at least one 
softball game. We have had as many as three going on at 
once. (It gets a little close in the outfield!) The bass have 
been more than cooperative in our lake with nice stringers 
taken. Several bass in the 7 to 9 pound class have been 
taken...much to my sorrow, not enough by the park 
personnel! 

The local churches have used the park facilities for 
evening worship services and for three Bible Schools. The 
Democratic Party held two rallies here during the recent 
primaries. These rallies were highlighted by a hash supper. 
Guess who did the cooking? (Hint: He was superintendent 
here for 28 years.) Over 1,000 people were fed at one of 
the rallies. 

The archery range is getting constant use from the 
local clubs. Two open meets have been held thus far with 
several more scheduled during upcoming months. These 
meets usually draw from 100 to 300 participants. 

Come by and see us if you are ever in the area. 

CROFT STATE PARK, Ray Hayes, Superintendent— 
It is a pleasure to welcome the new Ranger at Croft, Mr. 
Bob Quinn and his wife Diane. One of the most unusual 
visitors to Croft was from Sumter, South Carolina. The 
gentleman and his wife were confessed amateur "rock 
hounds." They were pretty lucky during their stay at our 
park and found some very good specimens of sapphire 
clusters in rock formation over at Pacolet, about eight miles 
away from our camping area. 

The attendance at the weekly chapel services has 
dropped somewhat. The workers have given faithful, 
dedicated efforts and we appreciate them. The Zonta Club 
of Spartanburg again sponsored the Senior Citizens week at 
Croft. Participation was good and everyone had a ball. 
Three local Methodist churches held their week-long "Day 
Camps" at the Twin Oak Shelter. The youngsters enjoyed 
the outdoor programs which included a nature study. 

Camping participation has been normal but with a 
marked increase in local visitors. Fishing has been excellent 
with several 8 pound bass reported netted and bream 
fishing has yielded the maximum limit for many anglers. 
Motorcyclists have given the trails good usage and have 
saturated Croft this summer with no major accidents being 
reported. 

The horse shows on the first and third Sundays of 
each month have received good attendance. The Spartan
burg Horsemen's Association has a full schedule of fall and 
early winter shows. 

KEOWEE-TOXAWAY STATE PARK, John Rhodes, 
Superintendent — Even though Keowee Toxaway has not 
opened to the public yet, we sure have been busy. The 
latest project is cleaning up the remains of Chapman's 
Bridge after the fire the night of June 7. The fifty year old 
bridge was one of the few covered bridges left in the state. 
It is encouraging that we plan to rebuild the bridge. The 
plan calls for us to use the timber that may have to be cut 
out of other state parks to rebuild the structure. While we 
certainly regret losing the historic bridge, it is great that 
many of our other state parks will have the chance to be a 
real part of Keowee-Toxaway. 

Work has started on the interpretive center and 
superintendent's residents is almost completed. 

Hopefully, before too long we'll be able to open the 
gates to the public. 

•••••••• 

The Port Royal region is the only part of the Palmetto 
State that has been governed under six flags: Spanish, 
French, English, the State of South Carolina in the 
Revolutionary War, the Confederate States, and the United 
States. 
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KINGS MOUNTAIN STATE PARK, Lee W. Jordan, 
Superintendent — Camping dances at Kings Mountain — 
You do not have to be a camper to enjoy these special 
afternoon-evening dances being held at Kings Mountain 
State Park, the Kings Mountain battleground area. People 
are coming out to the park, cooking their supper and 
enjoying the fellowship of making new acquaintances. The 
dances are being held in the recreation building near the 
trading post. After successful turnouts on Labor Day 
weekend and September 7, the next dance is planned for 
October 5. Ken Rollins will be the square dance caller. All 
square dance camping clubs are invited. 

(Superintendent Jordan and his wife are enthusiastic 
square dancers. It is indeed refreshing to see people actively 
involved in a spare-time hobby! Ed.) 

Summer's fun and serenity are reflected in the blue waters 
of the lake at Kings Mountain State Park, where swimming 
and boating are the most popular activities. 

LANDSFORD CANAL STATE PARK, Jim Work, 
Superintendent — Now that our entrance road has been 
shaped and primed, it makes it a lot easier for prospective 
park visitors to get in to see us. It also makes the whole 
approach to the park a lot more attractive. 

Work is progressing on the nature trail which runs 
along the old canal. Roy Atkinson and I have now cleared 
about 1,800 feet along the west bank of the canal. 

During some of our excavations we have found quite a 
collection of old square nails and other scraps of rustv 
metal. 

The recent rains have slowed us down a little bit but 
we should get some dry weather soon. 

Work should soon begin on the roof of the relocated 
Lockkeeper's house. We hope it will be completed before 
freezing weather begins. 

OCONEE STATE PARK, Bob Cothran, Super
intendent — By the time this issue of Park Lites is printed, 
we will have completed another summer. After somewhat 
of a slow start during the first two weeks of June, we 
suddenly began having large attendance as usual and at this 
time it appears this may be the biggest season ever for 
Oconee. The cabins are booked solid with a waiting list 
until Labor Day. The camping area had been full each 
weekend since early June. 

Oconee State Park has reclaimed ownership of the 
Beach Nut Cup after winning the carpet golf tournament 
August 6 and 7. Oconee kept the trophy during the first 
three years of the tournament and lost to Table Rock last 
year. 

(Editor's Note) June Cothran, daughter of Superinten
dent and Mrs. Bob Cothran of Oconee State Park recently 
returned from a three week tour of five European coun
tries. June, a clarinetist, was one of two persons from South 
Carolina to qualify for the sixty member U. S. Collegiate 
Wind Band. 

PARIS MOUNTAIN STATE PARK, Eddie Miller, 
Superintendent — We're more than half way through the 
summer and so far everything has been going along fine. 
The time has slipped by pretty fast, but I guess when 
everything is OK you don't notice the passing of time. 

We have had a good season. Our swimming, picnicking 
and park use in general has been very good and I'm sure 
we'll exceed last year's attendance. Camp Spearhead (Re
tarded Childrens Day Camp) has averaged 175 children per 
day all summer. We have also had several church day camps 
to make use of the park. 

For the first time since we've had our 50 site camping 
area we had to hang out the "no vacancy" sign. On July 
18-19-20 we were full every night! It was quite a sight and I 
about wore out a set of tires riding through the area and 
looking at all the people. Another first at Paris Mountain-
...we had a wedding in June at the Amphitheater and will 
have another at the same place in August. Maybe the word 
is out! For those of you who have trouble with mildew in 
your shower stalls my Ranger, Ed Midkiff came up with a 
good solution. Take one part muriatic acid and 3 parts 
water and with a good brush its no trouble to get off. Don't 
forget the rubber gloves! Bobby Patterson, one of the 
youngsters that worked here this summer, played baseball 
and was the pitcher for one of the local county teams. The 
team won the state championship and went to Nashville 
where Bobby pitched a shutout and won 4 to 0. The next 
week they went to Clinton, Tennessee and lost in the 
semi-finals. I hope everyone has had a pleasant and safe 
season. We'll look forward to seeing you this fall. 
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PLEASANT RIDGE STATE PARK, Leroy L. Smith, 
Superintendent — For a small park, Pleasant Ridge has had 
a busy summer with many activities taking place including a 
jeep full of streakers! Most activities and events have been 
the usual — family reunions, church groups and day 
camping. Swimming classes were also a part of the summer 
activities. Overnight camping has been fair although it could 
improve. We were filled up twice and even had to turn some 
campers away one weekend. 

I am grateful to Ranger Tidwell and my daughter, 
Jackie, for being so faithful during my bout with a bad foot 
which happened right at a busy time — the week of July 4. 
Although I had to get out twice to see about the water 
system, Ranger Tidwell kept things going. 

P.S. Although I mentioned Pleasant Ridge as being a 
small park, I am as proud of it as one would be of a five 
thousand acre park. 

(All of us would do well to display the same degree of 
pride concerning our organization that Superintendent 
Smith shows concerning "his park!" Ed.) 

ROSE HILL STATE PARK, Fred H. Belk, Superinten
dent — We have had an increase in the number of 
out-of-state visitors. They come and see our lovely mansion 
and tell others about it. That gets other people interested in 
coming to see for themselves. We have received several 
letters complimenting us on how lovely everything is. 

The Union Recreational Parks Department had two 
big field day programs at our park on July 2 and 3. They 
made it an all-day affair each day. We have enjoyed working 
with this Department. 

A birthday dinner was given June 30 in honor of Park 
Superintendent Fred Belk and his son-in-law Randy 
Wilburn, with all members of both families attending. 

Construction is underway on the new Super
intendent's residence. We are looking forward to moving on 
the park. 

Hope each of you have had a very successful and 
happy summer. 

SADLERS CREEK STATE PARK, Joe L. Hambright, 
Jr., Superintendent — Camping has increased at the park, 
but not as much as was anticipated with the completion of 
75 new camp sites. During the spring months we were 
averaging between 60-70 sites being occupied each week
end, then during the summer it fell sharply to about 40-45 
sites being occupied. Maybe the NCHA Fall Campout at 
Sadlers Creek October 11-13 will help make people more 
aware of our camping facilities. 

TABLE ROCK STATE PARK, Mike Hendrix, Super
intendent Table Rock has been full to the brim since 
June 1. There seems to have been more business this year 
than last year. All facilities have bhen excessively used, and 
the square dances are as popular as ever with 200 to 300 
present at every dance. I believe that the people in this area 
are taking advantage of their nearest state park. 

On July 12-14, the BMW Owners of America held 
their 2nd Annual Rally at Table Rock. (The first was held 
in California.) Since this was a national rally, there were 
people from Canada, California, Texas, Michigan, Minne
sota, North and South Carolina, Tennessee, Alabama, 
Georgia, Florida, and many other states. There were close 
to 800 motorcycles and 1,100 people including a two week 
old baby in a side car and 83 year old Julius Kegel from 
Illinois. I met him last year when he came to the regional 
rally hosted by the BMW Owners of South Carolina. He's an 
amazing fellow, and I only hope that I'm still getting about 
that well when I'm his age! We have heard nothing but 
praises and kind words from all who came in contact with 
the BMW owners. We at Table Rock considered it a big 
success and would like to invite all BMWMOA Members to 
come back and visit us again. 

It has been a busy summer and we've all had a good 
time, but we are looking forward to the quiet months of 
winter. 

Young and old alike enjoy a friendly game of carpet golf in 
attractive surroundings such as here at Oconee State Park. 
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The Warings of 
Charles Towne Landing 

The heart of Charles Towne Landing is embodied in 
the presence of Dr. and Mrs. Waring, colonists to the 
property in this century. 

Mrs. Waring (Ferdinanda Izlar Legare) is the official 
Curator of Old Town Plantation Gardens (Charles Town 
Landing). A graduate of Cornell University, Mrs. Waring is 
well versed in animal husbandry, landscaping, and garden
ing. She was recognized as the first woman on the Visiting 
Board of Clemson University in 1955. Mrs. Waring is the 
mother of two girls and one boy, and has been recognized 
for her many contributions by "Who's Who In American 
Women." 

Dr. Joseph Ioor Waring, affectionately called Dr. Joe 
by many at the Landing, is well known not only for his 
contributions to medicine and the history of medicine in 
South Carolina, but also for his three volumes, "A History of 
Medicine in South Carolina. "Dr. Waring graduated with first 
honors from the College of Charleston and three years later 
received his M. D. degree from the Medical College of South 
Carolina with second honors. A prominent Charleston 
pediatrician, he was for many years in private practice, on 
the pediatrics staff of the Medical College and is currently 
Clinical Professor of Pediatrics. Not to be overlooked is his 
broad experience in the public health field. He also is a 
curator, Curator of the Waring Historical Medical Library at 
the Medical University of South Carolina, a collection 
which he single-handedly saved from destruction and 
moved to its present safety. Editorial duties consume much 
of his time as editor emeritus of the Journal of the South 
Carolina Medical Association and editor of the South 
Carolina Historical Magazine. 

The recent history of Old Town Plantation and the 
development of Charles Towne Landing started to unfold in 
1929 before the "Great Crash." Mrs. Waring's brother 
passed away, leaving his wife and Mrs. Waring the property. 
In the ensuing years Mrs. Waring paid off the mortgage for 
the family and acquired the total property of the present 
Landing. The old overseer of the property sold off acres of 
dirt, tore down the slave quarters and sold the old plants 
before Mrs. Waring could return to Charleston and give her 
undivided attention to the property. 

The following forty years of labor preserved the 
property for this and future generations. Having restored 
four old houses in Charleston and living at 7 Legare Street, 
Dr. and Mrs. Waring started working on Old Town 
Plantation. Oak trees were planted each year — approx
imately ten per year. With a 20 gallon can of water in the 
trunk of the car and a 45-60 minute drive from the heart of 
Charleston over dirt roads, Dr. and Mrs. Waring nurtured 
these trees to maturity. They planted about 175 oak trees 
over the years. 

During World War II, Dr. Waring was one to two 
practicing pediatricians in Charleston. His work required 
seven days a week and at least twelve hours a day. In those 
days the doctors made house calls; Dr. Waring recalls 
passing-up those houses which were dark, for a house with 
lights out indicated the sick were doing well. However, 
early the next morning he would call on those houses first. 

The Warings decided to move to the property in 1948. 
Their present house was in shambles, for goats had free run 
of the property and house. It was not until 1956 that they 
finally renovated the house to its present beauty. The old 
dining room, which was the bedroom Mrs. Waring was bom 
in, was moved to one side of the house, a parlor added and 
a two car garage along with numerous other necessary 
modifications were made. 

Walking the gardens with the Warings is a pleasant 
outing and a stimulating education. The area presently 
utilized as the Wedding Garden has the only original plants, 
many more than 65 years old. Every plant on the property 
has received the nursing and firsthand attention from Mrs. 
Waring. Her laborers have complained about the hours 
spent in digging and planting a flower several times over 
until its location and relation with other plants was exactly 
what Mrs. Waring wanted. She also has her own pattern of 
numbers, and throughout the gardens the visitor will notice 
that plants are grouped in odd number lots. There is never 
an even number of plants. The plants are arranged in 
numerous formations and designed to excite the visitor. 
The paths follow the terrain so that you are repeatedly 
given surprise treats as you round bends or climb a rise. The 
plants are also arranged to give color to the property the 
year round. 
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Finger marshes intruded into the property; after 
building causeways, a drag line was used to dig out the pig 
weed to a depth of 12-16 feet. The Plantation records 
indicate that about 300 loads of mud were removed and 
used elsewhere on the property to replace the holes dug by 
the overseer. The lakes are supplied by seepage and 
drainage. Over the years, it has been a constant battle to 
keep the lagoons weed free and beautiful. 

Numerous commercial enterprises were undertaken on 
the Plantation to provide the funds to develop the grounds. 
You can still buy eggs bearing the Old Town Plantation, 
Inc. label. From 1954 until 1968 Mrs. Waring spent the 
majority of her time working with the 13,000 laying hens 
and the business thereof. Everything made from the eggs 
and chickens went back into the business, providing some 
of the latest feeding techniques and chicken care. 

One of the outstanding attractions at Charles Towne 
Landing is this replica, the "Adventure," of a five-masted 
ketch. The vessel was modeled along the lines of cargo 
vessels which sailed up and down the Carolina coast in the 
late 1600's. A crew of 10 to 12 volunteer sailors from 
Charleston take the "Adventure" from her permanent 
mooring spot three or four times a year. 

From 1947 to 1955 the Old Town Gardens were well 
known for the commercial flowers that were shipped to 
Jacksonville and Philadelphia. Each evening the flowers 
were delivered to the bus depot for morning delivery in the 
distant cities. An early fall freeze and a late freeze the 
following spring, which killed half the plants, terminated 
the commercial flower business. 

For a real treat, visit the Landing late in the afternoon 
and walk the several miles of paths with Dr. Waring and his 
dog. Or take a few hours and walk the gardens with Mrs. 
Waring, learning the latest of fungus control, tracer ele
ments, and pruning of plants. This is the only way you can 
get to know the Warings as the Landing Staff does. They 
are sincerely part of the family and always available for 
advice, guidance or just plain good conversation. 
Janson L. Cox 
Expo Park Manager 
Charles Towne Landing 

Hot Off The 
Press! 

Remember when somebody would ask for information 
and you had to sort through five or six separate brochures 
to find what they wanted? Within the next month you will 
be receiving the new state park brochure. 

Your I & E staff has been hard at work writing, 
erasing, clipping, and cutting to get this new wealth of 
information in readable form. 

When you receive your first shipment of brochures 
you will notice that you have a full color, informa
tion-laden publication that tells all you ever wanted to 
know about the park system. 

For information purposes the state has been divided 
into three areas — coastal; midlands and piedmont. These 
districts may not coincide with the geographical limits of 
your park district. This was done to give a smaller base for 
relating information on certain groups of parks that have 
similar physical characteristics. 

We think and hope that we've got everything right in 
the brochure, but if you find an error concerning your 
park, let us know right away and we will correct it in the 
next printing. 
Bob Papenfus 
Programs Coordinator 
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TYPES OF CAMPERS USING SOUTH CAROLINA STATE PARKS 

1972 
iMi" t%lpS 

1973 
TYPE OF CAMPER 
Tents 

Number 
21,631 

Percent 
30.87 

Number Percent 
25,369 30.5 

Tent Trailers 16,493 23.54 17,334 
. • :: : : : . . • . '"T. 

21.0 

Travel Trailers 19,696 28.11 
• "  •  

24,729 30.0 

Pickup Campers 6,799 9.7 8,100 9.7 

Motor Homes 5,442 7.76 7,350 8.8 

Self-Contained — Yes 20,693 29.54 27,574 33.3 

Self-Contained — No 49,368 70.46 55,308 66.7 

TOTAL 70,061 82,882 

(Several points can be made by checking the relative 
numbers and percentages in the above chart. While the 
percentages in each category remained about the same, the 
numbers increased considerably. About one in three camp

ing families prefer to "rough it under canvas," while at the 
other end of the spectrum one in three rigs is self-contained 
with all the comforts of home. The total number of 
campers increased by 18% from 1972 to 1973. Ed.) 

Who Said He's 
An 

Old Man? 

Congratulations are in order for two of our park 
superintendents . . . Larry Adair (Cheraw) and Kurt Becht 
(N. R. Goodale) ... who survived ten days at the American 
National Red Cross Aquatic School held at Camp Rock-
mont, Black Mountain, North Carolina. Not only did they 
survive but they completed the rigorous training which 
qualified them as Water Safety Instructors, Cardio-Pul-
monary Resuscitation Instructors and Standard First Aid 
Technicians. Larry and Kurt averaged about six hours a day 
in the cold mountain water and many evenings of classroom 
study in completing this course. 

Three state park lifeguards . . . Royce Rivers and Max 
Collins of Cheraw and Kenneth Ray Metts of Greenwood .. 

also completed this course. 

Chief Naturalist Joe Watson attended the First Aid 
section of the camp and qualified as an instructor for Basic, 
Standard and Multi-Media First Aid. He also qualified as an 
instructor for Cardio-Pulmonary Resuscitation. 

Page 24 
PARK LITES 



Seventeen Hours 
(The following events in the day of Myrtle Beach State 

Park Superintendent Bobby Turner may not have happened 
in the sequence that they are reported. The story tells how 
the sum total of many hours spent in performing seemingly 
insignificant tasks adds up to pleasing the public. That's 
what our work is all about . . . pleasing the thousands of 
park visitors that pass through our gates each day! Ed.). 

The long radiating arms of the sun reached out from 
the eastern horizon as dawn broke across the Atlantic. The 
buzz of an electric alarm clock pierced the night-time 
silence as Myrtle Beach State Park Superintendent Bobby 
Turner swung his body out of bed and reached over quickly 
to shut off the annoying sound. He sat on the side of the 
bed looking at the clock. It was five o'clock and Bobby had 
a little less than four hours sleep. He thought to himself . .. 
"maybe I can get to bed a little earlier tonight." Stumbling 
into the kitchen, he plugged in the coffee pot that had been 
prepared the night before. While the coffee was perking, he 
took a quick shower and shaved. 

Twenty minutes later Bobby was sitting at the kitchen 
table looking over the morning headlines of the paper and 
sipping on a cup of coffee. All the time he was thinking 
about the work plan for the day. 

At six o'clock he walked outside and opened the park 
gate to the line of campers waiting to get in. He then 
climbed into his truck and started down the park road, 
carefully looking over the area. A thunderstorm had moved 
into the area the night before and gusty winds had knocked 
some branches down in the picnic area. He made a mental 
note to have his rangers start cleaning this area first thing. 
Movement from a trash can caught his eye, so he stopped 
the truck and walked over to investigate. Just as he 
expected . . . someone had left the top off the can and a 
raccoon in search of something to eat had managed to get 
in the can and could not get out. Bobby lifted the can off 
the stand and tilted it over. The raccoon scampered off into 
the woods, thankful to be free again. Back in the truck 
now, Bobby continued his patrol. He drove by the fishing 
pier concession area and noticed that everything seemed to 
be intact. Suddenly he remembered one of the concession 
operators telling him he needed some change for the day's 
operation. This meant a quick trip to the bank. 

A quick glance over toward the swimming pool 
revealed the motionless water with the sun's rays glistening 
on the surface. This was quite a contrast to the appearance 
it would have within a few hours. Kids would be trying to 
create a tidal wave by jumping off the diving board. 

Driving into the camping area he noticed several 
campers already up. One of them seemed to be having 

trouble with his Coleman stove. Seeing that the stove was 
new, Bobby already knew the problem. A cheerful greeting 
from the camper started the conversation. "This is the first 
time me and the family have ever been camping . . . we 
pulled in here about nine last night during the middle of the 
storm. We didn't have too much trouble though . .. one of 
the other rangers came over and helped us set up. That poor 
boy was soaking wet from the rain. If we can get this stove 
working I think everything will be OK." Bobby pulled out 
the lever and started to pump air into the tank. He 
explained that this must be done to give the pressure to 
force fuel into the line. A blue flame developed under the 
frying pan that featured a raw egg floating on an ocean of 
Mazola corn oil. It was a quarter of seven when Bobby 
realized he had nothing more than a cup of coffee for 
breakfast. 

He climbed in the truck and went back home. A slight 
grin appeared on his face as he walked through the back 
door while thinking about being amused by the novice 
camper. 

He found his wife, still sleepy eyed, standing over the 
stove, also frying eggs. He poured himself another cup of 
the coffee which he had made earlier. "What are your 
grinning about?" she asked as she presented him with two 
eggs, sunny side up and buttered toast. He related the story 
about the camper with the stove problem as well as his 
experience with the raccoon. Between sentences he would 
take a bite of egg and then a bite of toast. 

At seven-fifteen Bobby was meeting with four of his 
five rangers. One of the rangers was taking the day off. 
When he arrived at the shop he had found one of the 
rangers replacing a burned-out bulb in the tail light on one 
of the trucks and another putting gas and oil in the lawn 
mower. 

Bobby talks with his rangers about various things that need 
to be taken care of on the park. 
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A third ranger arrived with eyes half closed and 
carrying a styrofoam cup full of coffee. The ranger's eyes 
opened wide as some of the hot coffee spilled over the side 
of the cup and burned his fingers. The ranger switched the 
coffee to the other hand and told the story of how soaked 
he got the night before while helping a camper set up his 
tent. Bobby smiled as once again he thought about those 
eggs floating in all that grease. He began to hand out 
assignments to his men. "Carlisle, how about letting the 
grass go for today and help Richard and Steve clean up 
the picnic area. We've got branches and twigs all over the 
place down there from the storm last night. I noticed too, 
some of the trash cans were turned over . . . maybe a dog or 
something, but we've got a good bit of trash on the ground 
and it needs to be cleaned up right away. You'll need to get 
that together first before Joel and the part-time boys go 
through on the trash run. If you need me I'm going down 
to the bathhouse to see if I can fix that leak in the shower 
and then I've got to go to the bank. Do any of you need 
anything from town?" One of the rangers, obviously not 
married spoke up and asked . . . "Bobby, would you mail 
this for me?" Bobby glanced down at the address and 
noticed the "Miss" in front of the name."This is the third 
letter this week . . . when are you going to marry that girl?" 
The men laughed as the ranger's face turned a light shade of 
pink. Nothing else was said as they broke up to go to work. 

The day had progressed very well and by midmorning 
all the areas were open including the swimming pool. The 
youngsters were splashing water all over the sunbathing, 
bikini-clad young ladies who had no intentions of getting 
wet. 

The leak in the shower at the bathhouse had turned 
into more of a problem than was anticipated. Bobby's 
clothes were sticky and wet, partially from perspiration and 
partially from the leaky pipe. By two-thirty he found the 
problem and was replacing a joint of pipe when he realized 
he was feeling some hunger pains. As he tightened the pipe 
he overheard a conversation from the outside. "Somebody's 
in trouble on the beach." He dropped the wrench and 
headed toward the beach to see one of the lifeguards just as 
he reached the panicky swimmer who was trashing around 
in the water to stay afloat. He watched the muscular, well 
trained lifeguard as he approached the swimmer from 
behind. The lifeguard was talking to the person trying to 
calm him down as he reached around the man's chest and 
started the journey back to shore. Bobby breathed a sigh of 
relief as he waded into the surf, shoes and all, to assist the 
lifeguard in getting the man on the beach. An ambulance 
had already been called and the siren could be heard as it 
approached the park entrance. 

On the beach the man told Bobby and the lifeguard of 
experiencing some chest pains earlier in the day and 
becoming exhausted while swimming. All the while he 
insisted that he was all right, but Bobby told the man he 
should go on to the hospital just to be on the safe side. He 
and the lifeguard assisted the ambulance attendants in 
loading the man on the stretcher. The ambulance was 

leaving as Bobby turned to the young college-age lifeguard 
to congratulate him on his quick reaction in saving the 
man's life. The crowd that had gathered around also voiced 
their approval of the lifeguard's actions. One park visitor 
shouted out to Bobby ... "You've got a good man there .. 

you folks are doing a great job." Bobby bashfully noded 
his head and acknowledged the comments. 

The temperature had reached 97 degrees, but in spite 
of the hot weather Bobby was chilled as the ocean breeze 
hit his soaking wet clothes. He returned to the bathhouse to 
get his tools together and from there went home and 
changed clothes. Just as he buttoned the last button on his 
shirt he heard a car door slam outside. He looked out the 
window and recognized the car . . . that of District 
Superintendent Norman Cooler. He had already driven 
through the park and had been informed of the earlier 
excitement. Bobby met him at the door and invited him in. 

Superintendent Cooler, looking at Bobby's fresh uni
form, commented jokingly, "Have you been in the house all 
day so as not to get your clothes dirty?" 

Turner always takes time each day to check with the beach 
and swimming pool life guards to make sure that everything 
is running smoothly. 
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Bobby, recognizing the joking manner, laughed as he 
began to fill him in on the earlier incident. As the 
conversation progressed, Bobby asked his wife to call the 
hospital and inquire about the man's condition. The report 
was good. The man would be kept in the hospital overnight, 
but from all indications it did not appear that anything was 
seriously wrong with him. 

From there the conversation switched to talk of 
attendance and revenue as they reviewed the mountain of 
paper work that had kept Bobby up so late the night 
before. Superintendent Cooler left, seemingly pleased with 
the general park operation. 

By this time it was five-thirty and almost supper time. 
Bobby could smell the aroma of a meat loaf in the oven and 
suddenly was reminded again that he had not had lunch. 
Fortunately he was able to enjoy his evening meal without 
having to be interrupted with the exception of one 
telephone call. Someone was inquiring as to the availability 
of campsites. After supper he was back in his truck on 
patrol again. The picnic area had been cleaned and it looked 
as though nothing had ever happened. Bobby was pleased 
with the appearence but worried somewhat as he heard 
thunder rumble off in the distance. He thought to himself . 
.. "if it does rain again I sure hope we don't have the wind 
like last night." The truck moved on down the road slowly 
as he waved to some children leaving the park. He stopped 
the truck near the swimming pool and got out, chatted 
briefly with the lifeguard and then went over to the 
concession stand at the fishing pier. Still feeling an empty 
spot in his stomach he went behind the counter, picked up 
a candy bar and dropped sixteen cents in the cash register. 
He talked with the concession operators for a while and 
then walked out on the fishing pier. 

Bobby talks with the seasonal naturalist about the evening 
program to be presented to campers. 

The late afternoon is always good for fishing and he 
found the pier lined with park visitors trying for a nice 
catch. A sizeable group had gathered around one man who 
had just landed a small shark. Bobby thought for a moment 
about trying his hand at it, but after looking at his watch he 
decided against it. When you work on a park there is 
usually not much time for that sort of thing. Anyway, he 
wanted to check with the seasonal recreator before it got 
too late. The recreator had planned a program of movies at 
the amphitheater. As Bobby walked into the area he 
noticed the seats filled mostly with youngsters waiting 
patiently to see the "Three Stooges" movies. He made his 
way through the crowd to speak to the recreator to see if 
everything was working alright. Since the movies had not 
started, the recreator took the opportunity to introduce the 
superintendent to the audience. Bobby made a few short 
remarks, welcoming them to the park, wishing them a 
pleasant stay and, of course, asking them all to come back 
soon. Before he could leave the area several of the children 
recognized him as the man who helped the lifeguard earlier 
in the afternoon. They approached him to admire the blue 
uniform and the shiny badge and to let him know when 
they grew up they were going to be rangers. Bobby smiled 
and encouraged them by saying "we can always use good 
men like you." With that he left for the campground where 
he began to check on campers. He spent a little over two 
hours there, just talking and answering questions about the 
park and about places of interest in the area. By this time it 
was eleven-thirty. Bobby headed home. 

As he walked through the back door he could hear 
Johnny Carson doing his monologue on T.V. He was 
amused by the jokes and laughed as he entered the den and 
watched the T.V. for a few minutes. As he sat down in the 
recliner he realized how tired he was. He thought to himself 
. . . "If someone were to ask me what I've done today all I 
could really say is that I fixed a leaky shower." With that 
thought, he went to bed in hopes of not having to get up 
before five. Mike Stevens, Associate Editor 

Daddy aids daughter Susan, who operates the carpet golf 
course, with a malfunction in the cash register. 
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Fun "n Games 
The recreation programs for the 1974 summer season 

have been characterized by many things including wet 
weather, a wide variety of programs, and expansion to 
include three parks that were able to provide programs for 
the first time. 

In spite of a continuing battle with the weatherman, 
the programs were attended by record numbers of park 
visitors. This year greater emphasis was placed on stunts 
and skits and other activities that involved the park visitor. 
It is much more fun to be involved than to simply observe! 

Contributing also to the increase in attendance was the 
wide variety of programs that was offered in 1974. Have 
you ever played pillow polo or been in a croquet 
tournament? Can you believe a basketball game with 146 
players? The world's smallest sailor, Captain Nemo, paid 
frequent visits to one inland park. Visitors to the beach 
parks were kept on their toes by tales of piracy — complete 
with real live pirates! Speaking of toes, up-country park 
visitors stayed limber by better and even bigger square 
dances. Arts and crafts programs continue to improve and 
are stressed more each year. 

Participation by park employees has improved in 
many parks also. One superintendent has decided that he 
has great vocal talent and must display it every Saturday 
night. Rangers and lifeguards have been "guinea pigs" in 
numerous skits that have been presented this year. One 
superintendent has made a recreation activity out of digging 
for treasure — especially when it improves the road 
maintenance on his park. This new involvement has shown 
that programs can be enjoyed by employees as well as park 
visitors. 

I feel that it is necessary to relate one incident that 
happened recently. I will not mention any names, but the 
junior member of the I & E Section asked me to 
accompany him to Presbyterian College to give a pre
sentation to a group of students. As most people know, 
Presbyterian College is located in Clinton, thus I was 
somewhat perplexed when this person drove past all the 
Clinton exits. But when he took the exit to go to Laurens I 
felt compelled to ask him what he was doing. When he told 
me he was going to P.C., I had considerable difficulty 
convincing him that it was not and never had been in 
Laurens. When I finally convinced him of this fact he told 
me that he simply rationalized that P.C. was in Laurens 
because he knew that Newberry College was in Clinton. 

Could it be that Georgia Tech is in Newberry? 
Dan Turpin 
Chief of Recreation 

A guitar, a blazing campfire and a group of campers at Cheraw State Par 
add up to a pleasant and memorable evening. The guitarist Larry On 
worked as a seasonal recreator during the summer months while majorin 
in Recreation and Park Administration at Clemson University. Larry is th 
Assistant Superintendent at Table Rock State Park. 
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Eighty-Six 
Years Ago 

Recreation can be as varied as man's wants and needs. 
Our life styles are constantly changing and as they change 
so do our recreational outlets. These changing views of 
recreation provide South Carolina state parks with a 
constant challenge. State parks are a primary government 
agency responsible for providing recreation. While it is true 
that National Parks and National Forests have vast acreage, 
their primary interest is preservation and forest manage
ment. State parks have to be leaders in providing oppor
tunities for public recreation. People look to recreation for 
relief from the problems of modern living. 

"It is an age of hurry and worry. Anything slower 
than steam is apt to "get left." Fortunes are 
quickly made and freely spent. Nearly all busy, 
hard-worked Americans have an intuitive sense of 
the need that exists for at least one period of rest 
and relaxation during each year, and all-or nearly 
all-are willing to pay liberally, too liberally in fact, 
for anything that conduces to rest, recreation and 
sport. I am sorry to say that we mostly get 
swindled. As an average, the summer outer who 
goes to forest, lake or stream for health and sport, 
gets about ten cents' worth for a dollar of outlay. 
A majority will admit-to themselves at least-that 
after a month's vacation, they return to work with 
an inward consciousness of being somewhat dis-
appointed-and beaten. We are free with our money 
when we have it. We are known throughout the 
civilized world for our lavishness in paying for our 
pleasures; but it humiliates us to know we have 
been beaten, and this is what the most of us know 
at the end of a summer vacation." 

This is a passage from Woodcraft written in 1888. 
People still look to the out-of-doors for recreational outlets. 
People come to our parks to escape for a few moments the 
hectic modern world in which they constantly have to com
pete. People are competing daily in the business world, 
whether for a promotion or a parking space. 

Camping is one of the recreational activities that gives 
the public an opportunity to enjoy our parks. But are we 
giving them relief from our hectic world when two-ton 
camping trailers are constantly crunching gravel and the 
roar of mini-bikes reminds us of a shopping center's parking 
lot? 

Recreation is more than games for children. It may be 
the sound of pine straw under a boot or the opportunity to 
enjoy a moment of solitude. Our park system can still 
provide places for recreation where a man can hear himself 
think without being drowned out by the sound of cars 
rambling through a parking lot. It is up to us to make this 
opportunity available to our park users. 
Charles W. Harrison 
Assistant Recreator 

Take Time To 
Be  Safe  

Safe storage of supplies and materials is just a big 
headache to most of us. It's one of those things most of us 
don't want to be bothered with. . .we feel we've got more 
important things to do and think about. 

But one unfortunate Ranger found out the hard way 
that unsafe storage can be the real headache. In his rush to 
get things going on the weekly park/use report, he shoved 
the box of supplies he'd just received from the Service and 
Supply Center onto the top of the office file and sat down 
to type. A co-worker, unaware that the box was balancing 
precariously, leaned against the case to chat. 

The force was just great enough to send the box of 
supplies toppling down on the head of the Ranger, cutting 
him badly. He had a real headache for quite a few days. 

This is only one of many stories concerning the unsafe 
storage of materials. Every year thousands of workers are 
seriously injured as a result of their carelessness in storing 
supplies. But it doesn't have to be this way. All these 
injuries are avoidable. 

-A, 
TAKING THE TIME 

Obviously, taking the time to store supplies and 
materials safely is time well spent. No one wants to be 
injured on the job. 

The following suggestions for safe storing will help 
prevent injury: 

Always store supplies and materials in their proper 
places — even when you're in a rush. 
Keep supplies out of aisles and passageways to prevent 
serious falling accidents. 

• Never store supplies so that they block fire extin
guishers or exits. 
Stack supplies securely tp prevent them from falling 
into aisles or from shelves. Use the pyramid or 
crosstier method to insure greatest stability. 

. Never overstack. To prevent supplies from toppling, 
begin a new pile if necessary. 

• Stack heavier supplies on lowest shelves or oh the 
floor. Put lighter materials higher up or on top of 
heavier materials. 
Never stack boxes of supplies or materials on top Of 
damaged containers or on weak supports. 
Wedge round objects firmly to prevent rolling. 
Never store sharp or cutting objects in open places or 
in much-used drawers, etc. 

• Never store flammable liquids near open flame or 
intense heat to prevent fire or explosion. 
Store only those materials you need to do your job in 
your immediate work area. 
Never "store" refuse or useless material; dispose of it. 

from the Safety and Training Office. 
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A Tremendous Success.... 

BMWMOA National Rally 
Held At Table Roch 

BMW touring motorcycle enthusiasts from thirty-seven 
states plus Canada traveled a total of nearly one million 
miles to attend the 2nd National BMWMOA (BMW Motor
cycle Owners of America) Rally. The event, sponsored by 
the BMW Owners of South Carolina in conjunction with 
their Table Rock Rendezvous, was held at Table Rock State 
Park, located in the foothills of the Blue Ridge mountains 
near Pickens, South Carolina. 

A total of 1101 persons attended the event, which far 
exceeded the expectations of the national organization, the 
sponsoring state club and state park officials. "It was the 
largest gathering, unprecedented in size and scope, in the 
history of BMW rallies," remarked Jean Rihl of Carnegie, 
Pennsylvania. Ms. Rihl is Executive Secretary of BMWMOA. 

The site for the 1974 National Rally was selected last 
fall by BMWMOA officials at a meeting in Chicago, Illinois. 
At least four other sites were considered, including loca
tions in New Hampshire, Ohio, Indiana and Texas. 

The rally was also a record-breaker from the stand
point of South Carolina state parks. "In the forty-year 
history of our state parks we have never had this number of 
people from all parts of the country attending one event 

held at a state park," asserted Dana Sawyer, Information & 
Education Officer with the Division of State Parks, South 
Carolina Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism. 
Also significant was the fact that such a record number of 
people traveled long distances to attend the rally at a time 
that many people were limiting their vacation trips. These 
large German cycles average from 40-50 miles per gallon, 
making them very economical for touring purposes. 

Sidecars seem to be making a comeback, and 29 
"hack" combinations motored to the rally. Such events are 
family affairs, with many husbands and wives riding 
"two-up" or piloting separate machines with daughters and 
sons occupying the buddy seat. At a time when women are 
concerned with equal rights, many of the so-called "weaker 
sex" rode their own BMWs to the rally. Six women rode 
solo from California, including a 62-year-old "youngster!" 

Events conducted during the rally included road tours, 
a road rally for sidecar rigs, field events and awards for such 
categories as youngest rider, oldest male and female riders, 
long distance rider, etc. 

"Grand old man" of BMW motorcycle riders was 
82-year-old Julius Kegel, who rode his BMW to the rally 
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from Lake Summerset, Illinois to claim the "oldest rider" 
plaque. Kegel, whose bright blue eyes matched his blue 
beret and sweatshirt, was propping himself up with two 
walking canes. "I can't walk too well because of a car 
accident last year," he said. "But I can ride!" Kegel has 
been riding motorcycles since 1911 when he and two 
brothers opened a motorcycle shop in Illinois. He estimates 
that he has traveled more than, a half-million miles by 
motorcycle. 

Julius Kegel 

A jar of water from the Pacific Ocean was poured into 
the lake at Table Rock State Park by Mrs. Ann Maron, 54, 
who made the trip from Santa Clara, California with 20 
members of the BMW Club of Northern California. 

Conduct of BMW enthusiasts at the rally provided a 
tremendous boost for the image of motorcycling in general 
and BMW owners in particular. A member of the sponsoring 
South Carolina BMW club had contacted all law enforce
ment agencies in the nearby counties in both South and 
North Carolina to alert them to the influx of touring 
motorcyclists during that weekend. All motels within 25 
miles of the rally site were filled, many reserved in advance 
by cyclists traveling from distant states. Business in stores 
and restaurants in nearby Pickens and other towns was 
booming, and cash registers jingled to the tune of additional 
dollars for the local economy. One restaurant owner in 
Pickens remarked "these folks are buying the best steaks in 
the house!" 

Some residents of Pickens inquired when the qiotor-
cycles were going to parade through the town, while others 
asked what the town of Pickens could do to sponsor the 
rally next year! Mike Hendrix, Superintendent at Table 
Rock State Park, had nothing but praise for those attending 
the rally. He was presented a special plaque during the 
awards ceremonies Saturday evening, and the applause from 
the 1,100 cyclists could be heard for miles around! 
Hendrix said that not the first complaint was received on 
the park or by any law enforcement agency in the vicinity. 

Other park personnel assisting in the rally area during 
the weekend were Robert Mitchell and Doug Cothran, 
Rangers, Table Rock; also Superintendent John Rhodes and 
Rangers Bud Klein and Harold Lynch from Keowee-Tox-
away. 

Excerpts from a letter by BMWMOA President Vern 
Hansen to State Park Director Ray Sisk stressed the 
primary reasons for the overall success of the rally. "Table 
Rock Rendezvous, the 1974 BMWMOA National Rally, was 
an unprecedented success. Not only was it twice as large as 
any other BMW event that ever occurred anywhere, but it 
excelled in many other areas as well. Your staff, by their 
steadfast effort and congeniality, made each of us welcome 
and comfortable in every way, adding immensely to our 
enjoyment of the event. 

"The people in the area around the Park and along the 
tour route, including the law enforcement officers, treated 
us with warmth and friendliness... it appeared as if the 
whole state conspired to make us feel at home. Our 
appreciation goes to you, personally, for making it possible 
for our rally to be located in an area, not only outstanding 
in natural beauty, but also so appropriate for our particular 
needs." 

Appreciation from those attending the rally extended 
all the way to Governor West's office in the words of a 
letter from Mrs. David Borders of Vandalia, Ohio. "I want 
to thank your Governor for allowing the rally to be held at 
a state park," she said. 

At a time when people everywhere seem to have 
problems getting along together, it was refreshing to witness 
1,100 persons crowded into a state park camping area...to 
see tents pitched a few feet apart like colored squares of 
carpet covering the hillside...but, above all, to see the smiles 
on everyone's faces as people of all ages enjoyed one 
another's company without any disturbing incidents. 

State Parks Director Ray Sisk, not a biker, originally 
had some reservations about hosting the rally at a state 
park. "I had the typical stereotyped opinion that all 
motorcyclists were like the outlaw riders that seem to get 
so much publicity these days." PRT staffer Dana Sawyer, 
who also is president of the BMW Owners of South Carolina 
and Ambassador for the BMW Motorcycle Owners of 
America, convinced Sisk that BMW cyclists were a "dif
ferent breed of cat." Now that the rally is history, even 
Director Sisk readily admits that BMW folks are first class! 
Dana Sawyer, Editor 
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All About 
Chinaberries And Pigeons 

With the Bicentennial year approaching, we < 
mindful of the brave settlers who founded this nat| 
accident and by intention these settlers brought many 
plants and animals with them. Some of these plants and 
animals prospered in the new world and are now thought of 
as part of our natural order. 

The clothes moth which has an appetit 
woolen garments came over with the Pilgrin 
and ants came to these shores as stowaways or 
ships. English sparrows and starlings were perhapl 
non-domesticated animals brought to this country for 
release. Some newcomers such as the broWn trout proved to 
be a blessing while others like the carp beca 

Troublesome aliens like the fire ant and kudzu vine 
receive much attention while others such as the cattle egret 
are hardly noticed. This bird, an African species, is a 
common summer resident of our coastal plane. It is not 
known how the cattle egret first arrived in America but 

apparently it has adjusted to its new environment without 
disturbing it 

that the honeybee, corn-borer, bedbug, 
fly, dandelion, and crabgrass were all 

Did 
Japanese 
immigri 

fit with the many plants and animals that 
us across the oceans, Americans have been busy 

edistributing native species across this land. The famous 
landlocked striped bass have been shipped from Lake 

rion to lakes throughout the southeast. Long before this 
sh was thought of as a fresh water prize it was caught in 

tire, Atlantic and shipped to the Pacific by train. This fish 
gcfc along the California coast to become a 

i trdphy for west coast anglers. 

America the beautiful, what would you be like 
the chinaberry tree in the yard of the old country 

fie pigeons on the park statues? 
, iBonT-», 

Chief Naturalist 

Who Sells 
Whnt Where? 

Congratulations are due to the new promotion of Merl 
Rhodes, former Pier Manager at Myrtle Beach State Park to 
Concession Supervisor in the Columbia Office. Merl's 
responsibilities will be the same as Jim King's except that I 
have divided the state in such a manner that both Merl and 
Jim will be able to give more individual attention to parks 
in which they work. The following parks would be directly 
served by Merl Rhodes: Andrew Jackson, Cheraw, Chester, 
Croft, Hampton Plantation, Huntington Beach, Kings 
Mountain, Landsford Canal, Lee, Little Pee Dee, Lynches 
River, Myrtle Beach, N. R. Goodale, Poinsett, Rose Hill, 
Santee and Sesquicentennial. 

Parks being served by Jim King are: Aiken, Baker 
Creek, Barnwell, Charles Towne Landing, Eutaw Springs, 
Givhans Ferry, Greenwood, Hamilton Branch, Hickory 
Knob, Hunting Island, Oconee, Old Dorchester, Paris 
Mountain, Pleasant Ridge, Rivers Bridge, Sadlers Creek and 
Table Rock. 

Although the above parks are assigned individually to 
each of the Concession Supervisors, they both will be in 
your park to help with inventory as well as I will be 
observing the parks, and at anytime that the need arises, 
feel free to call on either one of them or myself so we can 
continue to serve you as we have tried to do in the past. 
Your continued support of the Merchandising staff is 
greatly appreciated. 
J. R. Rabon 
Merchandising Chief 

In Seureh Of... 
With the summer half gone it seems like a good time 

to pause and reflect back over the summer that has passed 
and about the objectives ahead. 

I would like at this time to thank the district 
superintendents, park superintendents and rangers for their 
cooperation and suggestions during the past year. It has 
been a team effort in getting the various projects done in so 
many areas last year and I think we all can agree it was 
accomplished by the thought and effort that were put in 
the past winter work program. This, along with the new 
facilities that have been added, has minimized some of the 
work load for everyone down the line. 

With the ever-increasing need for recreation facilities 
and future plans for development, it should be our 
objective to be continuously thinking of better ways to 
maintain our present facilities and equipment and have a 
planned maintenance program for the future. 

In summary, I would like to receive ideas and 
suggestions relative to maintenance problems on our parks. 
These tips from park personnel will be published as a 
regular feature in PARK LITES. 
Andrew S. Kennedy 
Chief of Maintenance 
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Ray E. Hayes, left, superintendent of Croft State Park, looks over plans 
for the expansion of park facilities with, left to right, David H. Wright, 
state park planner for the Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism in 
Columbia; John E. Gossett, captain in the liaison office of the 391st 
engineering battalion; and Joe White, a major with the 391st. Photo by 
B&B Studio. 

Army Reserve 
Unit Assisting 

At Croft  

Things are starting to happen at Croft State Park. The 
Engineering and Planning Section has recently completed a 
master plan for this area and funds were appropriated by 
the State Legislature to begin construction. 

The proposed development at Croft State Park will be 
carried out in several phases. Phase I is to include an 
Olympic size swimming pool, dressing rooms, concession 
area, picnic area playground and hiking trails. Phase II will 
include development of additional campgrounds, tennis 
courts, Softball fields and general purpose playfields. The 
entire development is scheduled to be completed by the 
end of 1976. In addition to these facilities, PRT is also 
constructing a new superintendent's residence and a 
model-airplane facility. 

September 1974 

Most of the above work will be accomplished on a 
contract basis. However, the Parks Division construction 
crew will build the camping facilities. In addition to this, 
the Greenville-Spartanburg based 391st Engineering Bat
talion of the U. S. Army Reserve is lending a helping hand 
in constructing roads, clearing building sites, grading park
ing lots and erecting picnic shelters. 

Dave Wright, State Park Planner, along with Super
intendent Ray Hayes is coordinating this project with a 
number of State and Federal agencies including the Bureau 
of Outdoor Recreation, the U. S. Army Soil Conservation 
Service, State Forestry Commission, S. C. State Highway 
Department and others. 

The Engineering and Planning Section feels that the 
swimming pool complex should be a stimulus for future 
development. We believe that this is the key for implement
ing a master plan that will make Croft one of the major 
attractions in our State Park System. 
William R. Jennings 
Engineering & Planning Coordinator 

••••••• 
The measure of success is not whether you have a 

tough problem to deal with, but whether it's the same 
problem you had last year. 
John Foster Dulles 
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Log hou. ifork County still covered with clapboards which were added 
years after its erection. Note exposed logs above first story door and 
windows. 

Historically 
Speaking 

The house pictured here was dismantled under the 
direction of the history section in May and the logs are now 
stored at Kings Mountain State Park. This and other old 
buildings which we hope to have donated to us in the near 
future are scheduled to become the stage for the "Kings 
Mountain Living History Farm." "Living history" is a 
concept that has become increasingly popular in recent 
years. The method preserves old buildings and other 
structures which help to capture the mood and lifestyle of 
the past. These artifacts are not merely displayed and their 
operation explained by text but they are used as they were 
by our pioneer ancestors, It is hoped that when the project 
is completed a seasonal historian will be employed at this 
facility just as we now have seasonal naturalists and 
recreators in the parks. The site is now being cleared and we 
hope to begin re-erecting the first cabin in the next several 
months. Any state parks staff member who knows of 
existing log stiuctures in the upper part of the state please 
inform us of their location. There are a number of buildings 
which we will need before we can complete the site. 
Mike Foley 
Chief Historian 
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Detail showing "dovetail" notches on one corner of the 
house after the siding was removed. This particular type 
notch is fairly sophisticated and was designed to drain all 
moisture out of the joints and prevent rot. It appears to 
have done the job as the joints are solid after more than 
130 years. 

Lockkeepers House at Landsford Canal This structure was moved from 
the site of the old Rocky Mount Canal to Landsford Canal State Park in 
1973. It was the only lockkeepers house still standing on the chain of four 
canals which were built to negotiate the falls in the Catawba-Wateree 
system in the 1820's. A contract has recently been negotiated to roof the 
structure. 
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Bicentennial 
News 

"200 Candles," the SCARBC's exciting film con
cerning South Carolina's Bicentennial, is available to 
interested groups. 

Any school group, civic club, or historical association 
may request a print of this 24-minute film for a free 
showing. 

While "200 Candles" gives viewers a stirring glimpse 
into South Carolina's Revolutionary War period, it also 
captures the ideas on freedom and the Bicentennial held by 
modern-day South Carolinians. 

A print may be obtained by writing: "200 Candles." 
Box 1976, Columbia, South Carolina 29202. 

Nearly 200 years ago, South Carolina's brave patriots 
strived to build a brighter future for all citizens. Today, 
citizens are being challenged to improve the quality of life 
in South Carolina in tribute to those "Patriots of the 
American Revolution who committed their lives, fortunes, 
and their sacred honor to secure the blessings of liberty." 

The South Carolina Bicentennial Commission's pro
gram, Achievement '76, calls on all communities, organiza
tions, and clubs to initiate programs of goal setting and 
achievement. Any type of project that your organization or 
community feels is needed to elevate the quality of life in 
the area is encouraged. Perhaps your organization could 
initiate a neighborhood cleanup program. Maybe your city 
could build a new playground in an area where children do 
not have a safe place in which to play. Consider organizing 
a program of special activities for older citizens. The 
possibilities are endless! 

Achievement '76 Commitment Certificates are avail
able from the Bicentennial office. Pledge now to make 
South Carolina an even better place in which to live! To 
obtain a Commitment Certificate, write: Achievement '76, 
Box 1976, Columbia, S. C. 29202. Pledges should be 
returned to the Bicentennial office by January 1,1975. 

PRT employees who glanced out their windows on a hot Tuesday 
afternoon recently might have noticed Senator Ernest F. Hollings and an 
ETV film crew working, (in the Spirit of '76!) on a television public 
service spot concerning the upcoming Bicentennial. A series of Public 
Service spots will be released in late September. Pictured are Senator 
Hollings and ETV Director Linda Durant. 
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iVcir Personnel 
Grace Weagly Secretary I Central Office 
May Aldret Jessen Secretary I Charles Towne I 
Thomas Marshall Welcome Center Host Charles Towne I 
Charles Michael Rogers Ranger I Chester 
Bobby Quinn Ranger I Croft 
James B. Gooch PMA Hunting Island 
Michael E. Mathis Ranger I Kings Mountain 
Jerry C. Smith Ranger I Lee 
Furniss Rogers Ranger I Lynches River 
Billy G. Duncan Ranger I Myrtle Beach 
Jerome C. Butler Ranger I N. R. Goodale 
Michael H. Reese Ranger I Old Dorchester 
Edgar Midciff Ranger I Paris Mountain 

Promotions And Transfers 

William Thomas Putman 

Merl Rhodes 

Brooks Jordan 
Jenne Kline 
Larry L. Orr 

George Hargrove 
Thomas Poe 
Edward Nesbitt 
Danny Odom 
William T. Alewine 
Thomas Felder 
Kurt Becht 
Dawson Watson 
Martin Diamond 

FROM 
Ranger I, Service & Supply Center 

Canteen Manager I, Myrtle Beach 

Ranger I, Kings Mountain 
Groundskeeper, Hickory Knob 
PMA, Hunting Island 

Ranger III, Huntington Beach 
Ranger I, Myrtle Beach 
Ranger III, Paris Mountain 
Ranger II, Cheraw 
Ranger III, Cheraw 
Ranger II, Santee 
Ranger II, N. R. Goodale 
Ranger I, Santee 
Welcome Center Supervisor, 

Charles Towne Landing 

TO 
Stores Supervisor, 

Service & Supply Center 
Supply & Property Officer, 

Columbia Office 
Ranger II, Cheraw 
Sales Clerk, Hickory Knob 
Assistant Superintendent, 

Table Rock 
Superintendent I, Woods Bay 
Canteen Manager I, Myrtle Beach 
Superintendent I, Old Dorchester 
Ranger III, Paris Mountain 
Assistant Superintendent, Santee 
Ranger III, Cheraw 
Superintendent I, N. R. Goodale 
Ranger II, Santee 
Business Manager I, 

Charles Towne Landing 

Harriet Burgess 
Vandell Davis 
Bright Cooper 
Mariette Long 
Rose M. Craig 

Resignations 
Phyllis New 
Willie Joe Barton 
Archie Coleman 
Ester O'Neal Sample 

Earl Kneece 
Michael Lovelace 
Stuart Cannon 
Don Elliot 
James C. Truluck 

September 1974 
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Division Of State Parks 
Ray M. Sisk State Park Director 
Kenneth 0. Kolb Assistant State Park Director 

Norman B. Cooler District Superintendent 
Horace Craig District Superintendent 
Robert G. Jones District Superintendent 

Robert J. Papenfus Programs Coordinator 
William R. Jennings Engineering and Planning Coordinator 

Dana L. Sawyer Information and Education Officer 

Mike Foley Chief Historian 
Ray Sigmon Historic Researcher 
Michael C. Stevens Historic Sites Coordinator 
Nancy Hook Historic Research Coordinator 

Dan Turpin Chief Recreator 
Charles Harrison Assistant Recreator 

Joe F. Watson Chief Naturalist 
Dennis Gunter Assistant Naturalist 

Ralph Rabon Merchandising Assistant 
James B. King Concessions Supervisor 
Merl Rhodes Concessions Supervisor 
Charlie F. Parkman Chief of Operations 
Edmond Brown Park Management Trainee 

Leonard Jones Superintendent, Service and Supply Center 
Walter Branham Assistant Superintendent, Service and Supply Center 

Andrew Kennedy Chief of Maintenance 
Pearce Thomson Chief of Construction 
Heyward Bouknight State Park Engineer 
Dave Wright State Park Planner 
Stan Bauer State Park Planner 
William C. Lucas Draftsman 

Lorine W. Davis Secretary, Columbia Office 
Grace Weagly Secretary, Columbia Office 
Jackie Wood Secretary, Columbia Office 
Janeice Lowder Secretary, Columbia Office 
Susan Fowler Secretary, Service and Supply Center 
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All About Categories 
Our society is full of them...categories, I 

mean. This nation of some two hundred million 
people also has umpteen hundreds...maybe thou-
sands ... of categories that people seem to enjoy 
putting other people in. 

These categories are usually based upon a 
person's political persuasion, religious beliefs, his 
place of residence, the style of clothes he (or she) 
wears, the length of his hair, the mode of transpor
tation he chooses, etc. And the list goes on and on. 
Just ihink...other people probably put you in six 
or eight categories! 

You may have been "categorized" this morn
ing on the way to work by someone that doesn't 
even know you! Based upon what he saw, you 
were automatically labelled a member of certain... 
categories, that's the word! 

All two hundred million of us are individuals-
...why shouldn't we be considered as individuals 
and judged on our own merits? It seems to me that 
this rule should particularly apply to those of us in 
the business of dealing with hundreds ... even 
thousands ... of people each day as they visit our 
state parks. All of us are often too quick to judge a 
person upon first glance because of his appearance. 
For example, if his hair is beyond the length that 
you call "acceptable," you may put him in the 
"trouble-maker" category before you get close 
enough to him to smile and say, "How's it going?" 
Who knows? He may answer, "Great...sure is a 
lovely park you have here!" 

I think that we owe each person that we meet 
the right to consider that person an individual and 
not the "instant member" of numerous categories. 
I also think that we can render an even greater 
service to our visitors we practice this every day. 
Of course, judging from the number of highly 
complimentary letters that come across my desk 
every day, you folks at our state parks are already 
hard at work in this area! 

Thanks, and keep up the good work! 
Dana L. Sawyer 
Editor 
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