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FROM THE DIRECTOR 

We were all saddened by the untimely death of one of our co
workers, Mr. William "Bill" Wiggins. He will be remembered as 
a hard worker and a loyal employee who always had a smile. I 
never heard him say an unkind word about anyone. Mr. "Bill" 
had accepted the many changes that had occurred within our 
state parks system as well, or better than some. He was always 
the first one to call concerning illness of other park people. 

He leaves his wife, Mrs. Belle Wiggins, and seven fine children. 
He most certainly will be missed by all of his fellow workers. 
(Note: We have a fitting tribute elsewhere in this issue). I 
am sure Mrs. Wiggins will appreciate a letter from you. Her 
address is: Mrs. Belle Wiggins, 7685 Picardy Place, Pepper Hill, 
Charleston Heights, South Carolina 294-05 

Since the last issue, I have had the pleasure of visiting several 
other state park systems and I am still convinced we have some of 
the most dedicated people in the Nation. I am most appreciative 
of the attitude of our park people which, of course, includes the 
wives and children. It appears that our people are giving the 
public a little something extra and this attitude is playing a 
major role in the success that we have had in the past and will 
continue to enjoy in the future. 

I would like to take this opportunity to express thanks to the 
many staff people in other Divisions of the Department that 
attended our recently held Superintendents' Training Session at 
Oconee State Park. 

Since this will be our last issue before Christmas, I would like 
to extend to all of you a "MERRY CHRISTMAS and a HAPPY NEW YEAR!" 
and I am sure with the dedicated work you have shown the Division 
of State Parks will continue to grow and expand. 

Ray M. Sisk 
Director 

State Parks and Recreation 
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STATE PARKS 
AIKEN 
ANDREW JACKSON 
BAKER CREEK 
BARNWELL 
CHARLES TOWNE EXPOSITION 
CHERAW 
CHESTER 
COLLETON WAYSIDE 
CROFT 

* DREHER ISLAND 
EDISTO BEACH 
GIVHANS FERRY 
GREENWOOD 

* HAMILTON BRANCH 
* HAMPTON PLANTATION 
* HICKORY KNOB 

HUNTING ISLAND 
HUNTINGTON BEACH 

* KE OWEE-T OXAWAY 

KINGS MOUNTAIN 
* LANDSFORD CANAL 

LEE 
LITTLE PEE DEE 

* LYNCHES RIVER 
MYRTLE BEACH 
OCONEE 
OLD DORCHESTER 
PARIS MOUNTAIN 
PLEASANT RIDGE 
POINSETT 
RIVERS BRIDGE 
ROSE HILL 
SADLERS CREEK 
SANTEE 
SESQUICENTENNIAL 
TABLE ROCK 
WILDCAT WAYSIDE 

* Park under development 

DIVISION OF STATE PARKS AND RECREATION 
RAY M. SISK 
WILLIAM S. BRANT 
DANA L. SAWYER 
JANSON L. COX 
ROBERT J. PAPENFUS 
DAN TURPIN 
RALPH RABON 
JOE FRANK WATSON 
JOE FARROW 
KENNETH B. SIMMONS, JR. 
BUDDY JENNINGS 
WILLIAM C. LUCAS 
CRAWFORD M. KEESE 
PEARCE THOMSON 
PATRICIA D. SMITH 
ROGER ALDERMAN 
MICHAEL C. STEVENS 
CHARLIE F. PARKMAN 
LEONARD JONES 
J. R. ALTMAN 
BOBBY ALTMAN 
NORMAN B. COOLER 
KENNETH 0. KOLB 
ROBERT G. JONES 
LORINE W. DAVIS 
HARRIET BURGESS 
SUSAN KENDALL 
JAYNE MOORE 
JANEICE LOWDER 

State Park Director 
Assistant State Park Director 
Information & Education Officer 
Chief Historian 
Chief Naturalist 
Chief Recreator 
Merchandising Assistant 
Operations Assistant 
Chief of Construction 
State Park Planner 
State Park Planner 
Draftsman 
Chief of Maintenance 
State Park Engineer 
Historic Researcher 
Historic Site Coordinator 
Historic Research Coordinator 
Concessions Supervisor 
Service & Supply Center Superintendent 
Heavy Equipment Superintendent 
Heavy Equipment Foreman 
District Superintendent 
District Superintendent 
District Superintendent 
Secretary to Mr. Sisk, Columbia Office 
Secretary, Columbia Office 
Secretary, Columbia Office 
Clerk-Steno, Columbia Office 
Secretary, Service & Supply Center 



CHRISTMAS AT ROSE HILL 

"An old-fashioned Christmas" will be the theme of the third annual 
open-house to be held at Rose Hill State Park. From one to 
five on the afternoons of December 16 and 17, the house will 
open to reveal a peek into Christmas of the nineteenth century. 
The public is invited to attend this holiday event which was 
enjoyed by several thousand guests last year. 

Visitors will be able to tour the mansion which will provide 
a look at the Christmas customs of the 1850Ts. Holiday sounds 
will be played at the original Rose Hill piano, and guests will 
be invited to join in the singing of traditional carols. 

Rose Hill, located in Union County, was built by William H. Gist 
between 1828 and 1832. Gist was elected Governor in 1858 and 
was the last Governor of South Carolina to live in his own home 
during his term of office. South Carolina did not have a Gov
ernor's Mansion at that time and Rose Hill was often the scene 
of important meetings during the troubled days before secession. 

Plan to have an old-fashioned Christmas...come to Rose Hill State 
Park on December 16 or 17. 

Patty Smith, Historic Researcher 

A portion of last year's crowd that visited Rose Hill State Park 
during the annual Christmas open house. 



FALL SUPERINTENDENTS' CONFERENCE 

Superintendents and staff personnel that attended the Fall 
Superintendents' Conference November 13 - 17 at Oconee State Park. 

An informal chat during a coffee break. From left, Bob Papenfus, 
Chief Naturalist, South Carolina State Parks; Pete Spearman, Forester, 
South Carolina Forestry Commission; Dr. H. B. Jackson, Supervisor, 
Plant Pest Regulatory Service, Clemson University; Dr. R. C. Fox, 
Professor, Department of Entomology and Economic Zoology, Clemson 
University. 



Dr. Jack Stephenson of Clemson 
University's Recreation and 
Park Administration Department 
with Jack K. Anderson, Superin
tendent of Yellowstone National 
Park, Wyoming. 

(Below) Four-fifths of our 
roving Park Maintenance Crew. 
Ralph Shumpert, Maintenance 
Supervisor, was working at 
another park when this photo 
was taken at Oconee State Park. 
From left, Leroy Nelson, L. M. 
Kemmerlin, T. M. Shuler and 
Lloyd King. 

District Superintendent Oscar 
Kolb and Sesquicentennial 
Superintendent Jim Meadors. 
Jim received the annual "Scribe 
of the Year" award for the most 
outstanding job in submitting 
material for PARK LITES. The 
award was presented at the 
banquet November 16th by PRT 
Commission Chairman Dwight A. 
Holder and State Park Director 
Ray Sisk. 



SIX HUNDRED ELEVEN TEARS OF STATE PARK SERVICE. 

Forty-two certificates of Service were awarded during the Fall 
Superintendents' Conference held November 13 - 17 at Oconee State 
Park. The superintendents, rangers and staff personnel qualifying 
for these awards ran up a staggering total of 611 years of service 
to the State of South Carolina in the fields of Forestry and State 
Parks. The total years of service actually exceeds this by a 
considerable margin, since the awards were made in five-year incre
ments. A person receiving a ten-year award this year may have 
fourteen years' service, thus making him eligible next year for a 
fifteen-year award. 

The certificates were presented at a banquet November 16 by PRT 
Commission Chairman Dwight A. Holder and State Park Director 
Ray Sisk. Chairman Holder addressed the group briefly, and spoke 
enthusiastically concerning the future of South Carolina State 
Parks. He urged all personnel to continue to work diligently in 
service to park visitors, and he complimented them for their extra 
effort in meeting the needs of these persons from South Carolina 
and other states. 

30 YEARS 10 YEARS 
Jesse T. Timms Joe F. Watson 

Marshall G. Waldt 
25 YEARS Louise Browning 
Robert G. Jones James B. Cothran 
Lorine W. Davis Thaddeus F. Barbie, Jr. 
Kenneth 0. Kolb Louie W. Ridley 
L. R. Batten 
Lloyd A. King 5 YEARS 
Clarence Doster Pearce Thomson 
Eddie H. Miller Ralph L. Schumpert 
James E. Washington Jerry Wayne Timms 
David A. Thompson Larry E. Adair 

Lee W. Jordan 
20 YEARS Andrew S. Kennedy 
Van W. Pressley Henry A. Harris 
Leroy L. Smith James E. Bynum 
Norman B. Cooler Cecil Honea 

Louis M. Hall 
15 YEARS James M. Meadors 
Raymond M. Sisk August J. Krajcik 
Davis Inabinet Joseph H. Watson 
Beatrice A. Ross 
Lee Chappells SPECIAL 
Robert J. Turner William Wiggins, Jr. - 2 
Arthur Brown James Rinehart - 8 years 

LaFon Norton - 26 years 
James W. "Jake" Ray - 21 



In addition to the above service awards, five-year certificates 
were presented to the following FRT Commission members at their 
December meeting: Dwight A. Holder, Chairman, Pickens; Robert R. 
Rigby, Vice-Chairman, Columbia; Charles E. Fraser, Hilton Head 
Island; E. A. Ramsaur, Greenville; H. W. Close, Fort Mill; Dr. 
Charles E. Lee, Director, South Carolina Department of Archives 
& History; John R. Tiller, State Forester, South Carolina State 
Forestry Commission; James W. Webb, Director, South Carolina 
Wildlife Resources. Also, Bob Hickman, Executive Director. 

ABIGAIL MEETS 'SMOKEY' 

Abigail Brown, our "Miss South Carolina State Parks," met "Smokey 
the Bear" recently! It happened at the Winnsboro Christmas parade, 
much to the delight of the parade viewers. Miss Brown was Mistress 
of Ceremonies at Eau Claire High School's Beauty pageant last 
month. She has been visiting several of the state parks recently 
in order to learn more about the facilities and opportunities 
for relaxation and fun. 



WE GET LETTERS 

"Dear Governor West: On behalf of all of the South Carolina NCHA 
camping clubs, I wish to express our appreciation for the support 
which is now being given to improving camping within our state. 
All our state parks give evidence that your administration has 
given high priority to improvement of these facilities. We are 
particularly grateful for the support which Mr. Raymond M. Sisk 
and his staff gave at our Fall Campvention at Santee State Park. 
Because of their careful planning and hard work over 200 camping 
families were provided a marvelous weekend. Since we know such 
support had to begin at the top, we begin our thanks at the top. 
We hope in the near future you will find it convenient to join 
the "friendliest people in the world" in enjoyment of our state 
parks." 

Charles C. Picone, President, South Carolina State Camping 
Association 

"Dear Governor West: The South Carolina State Association of 
National Campers and Hikers Association held their Fall Convention 
at Santee State Park on September 15, 16 and 17, 1972. This will 
long be remembered as one of our most enjoyable and successful 
conventions. The natural beauty of the park and the excellence 
of the accommodations were unsurpassed by any previous convention 
site. Our State is to be highly commended on the caliber of the 
staff of our State Parks System and Department of Parks, Recreation 
and Tourism. It makes me proud as a citizen of South Carolina to 
be able to tell my fellow campers throughout the United States, 
try South Carolina State Parks, You'll like them." 

Daniel L. Altman, South Carolina State Director, National 
Campers and Hikers Association 

."Recently on my vacation through the South I had the opportunity 
to camp in Greenwood State Park in Ninety Six, South Carolina. I 
really enjoyed my stay because of the very adequate facilities. 
The park was very clean and well arranged. I liked it so much, 
on my return trip north I went back to Greenwood. On my second 
visit I had a small accident. My trailer and car rolled down a 
small hill backwards and jacknifed caving in the side of my car. 
The ranger helped me straighten out my car and trailer to con
tinue my trip. I wish to commend the Park and Tourism Service 
on the personnel and park itself, and wish to say I plan on 
returning many times in the future. I would recommend the park 
system to any of my friends. Thank you for making camping what 
it is." 

Daniel P. Chace, LaCrosse, Wisconsin 



(The following letter was written by Wayne Wiggins, one of the 
surviving members of the William Wiggins family. His words have 
indeed been inspiring to all of us in the Columbia office. As 
Assistant State Parks Director Stan Brant aptly expressed it, 
"This makes all of our efforts worthwhile." Ed.) 

"Dear Mr. Sisk: On behalf of the entire Wiggins family, I would 
like to express our appreciation for the many courtesies extended 
to us by you and your staff following the death of my father. It 
is hard to find words to express one's feelings at a time like this. 
I can only say my father could not have picked a finer group of 
people to work for than the team at the Parks Division of PRT. 
Givhans Ferry State Park will always have a special place in our 
hearts as it was home to us. My father did not think of being 
superintendent as a job but as a pleasure which he looked forward 
to everyday of his life. I believe he instilled this feeling 
in my mother and into each of his children and the park became a 
"family operation" opened 24 hours a day to help anyone who needed 
helping. This is why we found it so necessary to move as fast as 
we did. We realized the torch had been passed and we did not 
want to cause any interruption in the operation of the park. 
Would you please express our feelings of gratitude to your staff. 
Again, thank you for all your help." 

Wayne Wiggins, Charleston Heights, South Carolina 

"Hunting Island State Park is my most favorite place since I grew 
up in South Carolina and visited it in the 40's. I have been 
there every year since then and am delighted with the new devel
opment that will make the Island more available to the public 
to enjoy. Thanks to the State of South Carolina." 

Mrs. H. C. Claiborne, Oak Ridge, Tennessee 

"November 10 found our club the Sandflea Slappers, having a Campers 
Roundup at Hunting Island State Park. We had about 6S families 
from all the State joining us. I would like to express my thanks 
to your rangers and Superintendent for helping us in many ways. 
Although Superintendent Erwin was absent, his leadership and 
training was shown in many ways by his rangers. He has done much 
for Hunting Island." 

Chuck Picone, Member, Sandflea Slappers, Port Royal, South 
Carolina 

"While this is the second time that we have held a major Departmen
tal staff development session at Santee State Park, I frequent the 
facility for fishing purposes throughout the year with my family. 
It makes me proud to be a part of a state agency system which 
manages such fine facilities and I am always pleased to hear out-
of-state tourists comment on the exceptional facilities and 
attitude of the staff as I have heard on so many occasions." 

Charles D. Barnett, Ph.D., Commissioner, Columbia, South 
Carolina 



(The following letter was received by Bob Cothran from Abigail 
Brown, "Miss South Carolina State Parks" after her visit to 
Oconee. Ed.) 

Dear Mr. Cothran: 

You cannot begin to imagine the pleasure that my family and 
I experienced this weekend at Oconee State Park. We were all 
quite impressed by the beauty and cleanliness of the park. We 
all agreed that it was nature at its very best with, of course, 
that very special touch of yours that made Oconee State Park a 
truly special park to us. 

We sincerely appreciated your guided tour that added so much 
to our visit. My sister and I really got a kick out of the pedal 
boats. The walk around the lake was both healthful and enjoyable. 
The atmosphere in the Dining Hall was most inviting to enjoy the 
delicious meal. 

I was quite impressed by the friendliness and warmth that 
was exemplified in everyone we met. Not only was our weekend 
pleasurable, but it was also spiritually uplifting. My father and 
I really enjoyed Mrs. Gibson's handling of the Sunday School lesson. 

Again, thank you for making our stay a pleasant one. Give 
my regards to your wonderful family. We all look forward to 
visiting Oconee State Park in the near future. 

May God bless you, 
Abigail Brown 
"Miss South Carolina State Parks" 

You can easily judge the character of a man by how he treats those 
who can do nothing for or to him! —Anon. 

"Our Scout Troop visited Poinsett Park in October, as we do 
each year. It is one of our favorite spots. Our visit this 
year was made even more enjoyable because of the pleasant, 
cheerful, and helpful presence of Bill Bullard, the park ranger. 
He helped us arrange a service project for our boys, who collected 
about four bushels of cans, etc. below the dam. I wanted you 
fellows in Columbia to know what a great asset you have in Bill 
Bullard." 

Doug Crutchfield, Scoutmaster Troop 300 

"We had our last campout of the season at Santee State Park and 
to coin a phrase, "a good time was had by all." We found the 
bathrooms spic and span also the park as a whole. Thanks for 
making our state parks fun places and for staffing them with 
the nicest people to be found anywhere. We consider this to be 
money well spent which is used for the parks." 

L. V. Hoover, State President of Starcraft Camper Club 



EVERYONE JOINS IN THE CLOGGING. 

An entertainment, which almost originated, and certainly is being 
promoted in Oconee County, is a dance called "Clogging." Little 
boys and girls, from ages 5 up, are enjoying and participating 
whole-heartedly in the new rhythmic and exercising dance. What is 
so special about this dance is the fact that people of all ages 
take part. Those ole timers, who are not quite as limber as they 
once were, can join in as square dancers. Oconee State Park has 
done much to promote this recreation and campers from all over 
especially like it. These gatherings are almost always family 
affairs, and there is nothing but a good, clean and wholesome 
atmosphere. Next time you hear of a "Clogging," take the time 
to go....you will enjoy it and at the same time feel proud of the 
youngsters. 

Reprinted from the Westminster News, November IS, 1972. Ed. 

"Dear Bob (Hickman): I want to offer my personal congratulations 
and thanks to you for the excellent workshop hosted by the Depart
ment of Parks, Recreatiqn and Tourism, November 9-11, 1972 in 
Columbia. I was much impressed, as were the many delegates from 
most of the states in the Southeast who attended, with your gen
uine interest and concern for local history in the State of South 
Carolina. 

You were especially kind to find time to welcome us to South 
Carolina, and your remarks created an atmosphere of exchange vital 
to the learning process. In closing, I want to add a well deserved 
word of praise about Janson Cox and his staff. Of the ten confer
ences we have completed of this kind, no one has handled local 
arrangements as well as they were handled in Columbia." 

John R. Kerwood, Director, Regional Workshops Project, Ameri
can Association for State and Local History, Nashville, Tennessee 

"My family and I have camped in Georgia, Florida, Alabama, 
Mississippi, Germany and Italy but not one of them can come 
up to Greenwood State Park. It gives me great pleasure in 
letting you know. Greenwood State Park is the cleanest park we 
have been able to stay at and it is the kind of park you always 
want to recommend to other campers." 

MSG Carl G. Jacka, Greenwood, South Carolina 

"Dear Mr. Sisk: I want to congratulate you on your election to 
the presidency of the Association of Southeastern State Park 
Directors at the past meeting held at Petit Jean State Park, 
Morrilton, Arkansas on November 10, 1972. Other officers 
elected at this time were: William T. Boswell, Tennessee, Vice-
President; and Henry Struble, Georgia, Secretary-Treasurer...." 
Laurence H. Marks, Director, Parks Planner, Alabama State Parks 
(Hearty congratulations from everyone at PRT, Ray! Ed.) 



DREBER ISLAND 
BOMB CLEARING 

During October this year, 195 men of the U. S. Army, mostly 
from the 82nd Airborne Division at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, 
moved onto Dreher Island in Lake Murray for two and a half 
weeks. Their primary mission was "to locate, mark and remove 
all visible ordnance and scrap metal from Island, and probe all 
points of entry, destroying duds in place." 

Dreher Island is a 350 acre land mass on the northern side of 
Lake Murray in Newberry County. The island was leased to FRT 
by the South Carolina Electric and Gas Company to be used as 
a state park. The island was used as one of four target areas 
in the Lake Murray Practice Bombing Range during World War II. 
Airplanes, mostly B-25 bombers stationed at Columbia Army Air 
Base, dropped thousands of practice bombs on the island between 
1992 and 1995. Types of bombs dropped on Dreher Island were the 
100 lb. sand filled practice bomb, 20 lb. practice fragmentation 
bomb, and the 9 lb. incendiary bomb. These bombs had small 
"spotting" charges that would give only a puff of smoke upon 
detonation. 

The Army returned Dreher Island to the South Carolina Electric 
and Gas Company on February 13, 1997 and the island was checked 
and several clearing operations were held during the 1950's and 
1960's. Several thousand bombs and parts were removed and hundreds 
of others were buried on the island during these operations. 



While we were doing preliminary investigations for the develop
ment of Dreher Island into a state park, many bomb craters and 
bomb fragments were discovered all over the island, particularly 
in the original target area. It was felt that the island should 
be checked closely before the construction was begun and before 
the area was opened to the public. Mr. Hickman then asked 
Congressman W. J. Bryan Dorn to see if the Army would undertake 
another clearing operation to make certain the area was safe. 
The operation that took place was a result of these inquiries. 
After many consultations with bomb specialists at Fort Gordon, 
Fort Jackson, Fort Bragg, Third U. S. Army Headquarters and the 
Department of the Army, it was decided to assign the job to 
Fort Bragg. The staff at Fort Bragg thought the searching 
operation could best be performed by Infantry troops and any 
demolition work could be done by Explosive Ordnance specialists. 

The Task Force Commander, Major Joseph W. Thigpen moved onto 
Dreher Island on October 4, 1972, with an advance party of about 
thirty men to set up camp for the rest of the troops. The main 
body arrived the next day and were settled into the camp and 
briefed on their operations. The task force consisted of one 
company of Airborne Infantry reinforced with support personnel 
including cooks, medics, truck drivers, mechanics, a helicopter 
crew, communications experts, and a bomb squad of 17 men from 
bases all over the Southeast. 



Lt. Bryan placing small A well-preserved practice 
explosive charge bomb casing 

The work consisted of the infantry platoons searching their 
assigned portion of the island and marking any bomb or bomb 
fragment that could not be easily dug up or identified as safe. 
After these troops had swept an area, the EOD men would go 
through the area and set small explosive charges at each marked 
site. After these charges were set off, it was felt that there 
could not be any danger at that site. When the EOD people were 
through, the whole process was repeated so that the entire 
island was covered twice. In addition, the main impact area 
was covered a third time. 1st Lt. Paul Bryan, in charge of the 
EOD team, reported that his group set off slightly over 2,000 
charges and that they had possibly 10 secondary explosions. 

A big note of thanks should go to Wally Brock, Ranger at Dreher 
Island for his fine help during this operation. Being a retired 
Army man himself, he really knew how to talk the Army lingo. 

This operation proved to me and other PRT personnel that our 
Army is composed of a professional group of men. They did an 
outstanding job in performing a difficult task in record time. 

One interesting sidelight of this operation was that the commander 
of the infantry company doing the searching, Captain Ted Nell, 
is a native of Orangeburg and was able to visit relatives while 
working at Dreher Island. 

Pearce Thomson, State Park Engineer 



NATURE CORNER 
Bob Papenfus, Chief Naturalist 

Dear Sir, 
I am doing a very important project on snakes. It's a 

school project and I'm going to enter it in the school science 
fair, so I need all the information I can get. I would like 
you to send me pictures and information on the snakes of your 
state. If it's possible, could you please send me a real 
fang of a poisonous snake. The reason I underlined please for 
is because you're the only state that could give me a real 
fang. (All the other states didn't). Please send it as soon 
as possible. THANK YOU VERY MUCH! Here's my address: 

Send to: Stephen Bouchard 
43 Gardner Street 
Peabody, Massachusetts 01960 

P.S. Please send me the fang. 

(This letter is a sample of the many unusual requests received 
by state park personnel. The letter, by the way, was directed 
to John Culler, Editor at the South Carolina Wildlife and 
Marine Resources Department for a reply. Ed.) 

FIELD NOTES 

There are over 800,000 species of insects and they occupy all 
of the possible environments on earth. Seventy five percent 
of all fossil insects are related to species we find today, the 
other 25% are extinct. The oldest fossil group are the roaches 

Before an adult sawfly lays its eggs it first finds a pulpy 
stem or green leaf. With the two notched blades on its ahdomen 
it saws an opening and then deposits its eggs. 

Aphids are "milked" by Indian Ants. The ants herd the Aphids 
into "cowsheds" formed from rolled leaves and then extract the 
sugary plant juice from their bodies. 

Frogs were way ahead of men with the idea of underwater goggles 
When a frog goes underwater, two transparent eyelids roll into 
place. 

Resting Chickadee has a heartbeat of 300 times per minute. Thi 
rises to 800 times per minute if the bird is active. 

Bob Papenfus, Chief Naturalist 



MOTORCYCLES 
THE COMING THING??? 

As park people, most of us would agree that motorcycles are not 
the coming thing, but that they are already here. Several staff 
members that attended the annual meeting of the Southeastern 
Association of State Park Directors report that participants at 
a panel discussion concerning motorcycles and trailbike riding 
estimate that one in every seven adults will have an off-the-road 
vehicle by 1975. This would indicate that we will be seeing even 
more on state park soil in the near future. 

In speaking with representatives of other state park systems and 
learning how they have dealt with motorcyclists, I have found that 
a few of these people consider any off-the-road vehicle as a 
nuisance. Some feel that the state parks are not obligated to 
provide facilities for every small "special interest" group such 
as trail-bike, mini-bike, and snow mobile riders. It is, however, 
becoming more apparent each day that motorcyclists are anything 
but a small group. 

As a progressive organization, it is time for us to think about 
what our obligation is to the motorcyclists and trail bike riders. 
I feel that one of our first obligations is to keep our parks in 
as good shape as possible for all park visitors. We cannot do 
this by ignoring motorcyclists. Many superintendents and rangers 
have reported incidents in which they had to run trailriders out 
of the woods. Most would agree that it is an impossible task to 
keep them off trails and fire lanes. Is it better to continue 
waging a losing battle, or should we strive for mutual cooperation? 

The modern day motorcyclist is constantly trying to live down an 
image that has been cultivated for years. He wants to be recognized 
as a family man, business man or student, rather than the "Easy 
Rider" type. 



One giant step in creating a new image is the organizing of clubs 
for motorcyclists and trailriders. It is my personal opinion that 
organized clubs are the key to gaining cooperation with motor
cyclists and maintaining a degree of control regarding their use in 
our state parks. 

Most superintendents and staff members attended a panel discussion 
of club representatives, dealers, and trailbike riders at the 
recent superintendents' meeting at Oconee State Park. This dis
cussion was not meant to give a one-sided view of the sport, but 
rather to allow park people an opportunity to ask questions of the 
panel members as they presented their opinions and ideas on the 
future of motorcycling. Instead of painting the picture that the 
motorcyclists can do no wrong, we found out that these individuals 
are aware of the problems that exist and want to combat them as 
much as we do. 

In the November, 1971 edition of the American Motorcycle Association 
News, it is stated that off-road motorcycling is experiencing such 
rapid growth that it could be laying the ground work for its own 
destruction. It stresses that trailriders must exert great effort 
in caring for the land and keeping noise pollution to a minimum. 
Events such as enduros must be planned for the plant and animal life 
as well as the riders. Thomas Firth Jones writes in his book 
Enduro (Chilton Book Company, Philadelphia), "Motorcyclists are not 
the most dangerous or destructive users of the woods...but they are 
the most conspicuous." 

One concept suggested as a solution for the lack of area for trail 
riding is to have "motorcycle parks." This does not mean that 
some of our state parks should be converted for motorcycle use only, 
but that other land areas be set aside to be restricted for motor
cycle use. Neither does this mean that state parks should be 
responsible for creating these parks. Motorcycle parks would 
certainly help ease the limited space problem, but by no means 
would they be the only solution. 

We should consider the needs of a community prior to committing a 
particular park for trails. As park people, we should also consider 
the individual parks as to their suitability to accommodate motor
cycle trails. Size of a park, percent of development of a park, 
and the terrain of a park are but a few factors to be considered 
in determining if a park should have a trail. 

While trail riding is a form of recreation, it is much more than 
recreation when considered in relation to state parks. It can 
damage the ecology of a park if not handled properly. Therefore, 
it is essential that all proposed trails be given serious con
sideration, especially by the Nature Interpretation Section. Each 
trail must be approved by the Planning section to assure that it 
does not conflict with the master plan of the park. We need to 
take all these factors into consideration now while we have time 
to keep motorcycles from becoming a problem. 

Dan Turpin, Chief Recreator 



AMERICAN STONEWARE 

Almost all American ceramic wares may be classified as pottery. 
The two basic divisions, based according to the type of clay used, 
are stoneware and porcelain. 

Stoneware, one of the earliest forms manufactured in the colonies, 
was made of gray and tan clays. Firing at high temperatures 
formed the clay to a hard, glassy body of nonporous pottery. The 
pitted glazed finish was achieved by the potter throwing handfuls 
of salt into the kiln at the time of the greatest heat -- creating 
the name of "salt glazed stoneware." 

The earliest stoneware was unglazed on the inside. After about 
1800, the interiors were treated with a dark brown glaze that 
acted as a sealer. Stoneware pots and jugs can be identified by 
their method of manufacture and style of decoration. Rings and 
bands, turned on the potter's wheel, were favorite motifs. 
Figures and animal forms were molded freely by hand and included 
Toby pitchers, heads, toys, bird and animal whistles, and coin 
banks. After 1825 applied leaves, fruit, and fluted borders 
appeared. Relief decoration was applied on borders and especially 
on handles. 

Other surface decorations took several forms: sharp linear 
patterns traced by a quill; broad strokes and blobs from a soft 
brush; or painted cobalt blue decorations. In addition to hand 
painting, beginning about 1790, some pieces were stenciled, or 
scratched. Painted decorations included flowers, insects, trees, 
animals, patriotic symbols, and birds. Many of these designs 
can be traced to known potterers, and thus the origin of such 
pieces can be traced as if they had been signed. The custom of 
stamping the potter's name on a piece became a common practice 
at the start of the nineteenth century. 

The stoneware jars, crocks, and jugs came in varying sizes and 
shapes. Because they were functional rather than ornamental, 
emphasis was on simple, straightforward designs. 

Collecting stoneware items is a very rewarding hobby. Most 
antique shops have a wide variety of items which can be purchased 
from a quarter to a few dollars per piece. Stoneware dishes are 
popular today in the finest china stores. One of the oldest 
stoneware companies in America produces the stoneware sold at the 
Log House Gift Shop in Sesquicentennial State Park. Even today, 
stoneware remains oven-proof, dishwasher-safe, and chip-resistant. 

Janson L. Cox 
Chief Historian 

(Opposite page) - The pitcher on the left has blue cobalt coloring 
on the upper portion; the others are stoneware reproductions. 



CONFEDERATE MEMORIAL SHED 

We have a number of old buildings with historical significance 
and interest in our parks. Among them is this shed at Rivers 
Bridge State Park. At first glance, you might say that this 
is just another old building with a few decayed and sagging 
timbers that should be torn down and forgotten. However, when 
you take a long second look at its history, you can still hear 
the ring of the "Hell and Brimstone" -sermons or the earnestness 
of the rousing Reconstruction speeches delivered from the raised 
platform in the late 1800Ts. 

This post-Civil War shed was built in c. 1876 by local citizens 
to house annual memorial services in honor of the Confederate 
dead. These services are continued to this day and are the 
occasions for large reunions of relatives, friends, and residents 
of the area who assemble to pay their respects. This shed, 
despite its unglamorous appearance and deterioration, is today 
as much a part of the citizens of the area as it was in the years 
past. 



However, for safety reasons, the building must be torn down or 
extensively repaired. Responding to the needs and history of 
the community, it was decided to raze the structure and build a 
smaller replica utilizing sound, original timbers. The new 
structure will be used as a picnic shelter and for memorial 
services. 

There is more involved, however, than just tearing it down and 
starting over. Under the administration of the National Park 
Service of the Department of the Interior, the Historic Preser
vation Act of 1935 stated that those buildings that "reflect 
the enduring resourcefulness, improving modes of life, and 
changing architectural tastes of the American People" should 
be recorded with measured drawings and photographs. These 
permanent records are kept on file in a National Architectural 
Archive with the Library of Congress for future reference. Much 
of our work in Historic Preservation involves the accurate 
documentation of buildings such as this memorial shed at Rivers 
Bridge in addition to the actual reconstruction, or restoration. 
The documentation has been accomplished with five sheets of 
measured drawings and over 50 photographs of structural detail. 

We are working toward a completion date of May 5th, Confederate 
Memorial Day 1973, for the new structure. If you would like to 
view this old shed before it is torn down, you had better hurry. 

Roger Alderman 
Historic Site Coordinator 



RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, William Wiggins, Jr., joined the staff of the state 
parks system on February 9, 1946, and 

WHEREAS, He was principally responsible for the excellent main
tenance and continuing development of Givhans Ferry State Park, 
of which he was superintendent for twenty-six years, and 

WHEREAS, His dedicated service and attention to duty were in 
all respects exemplary and continually evoked the admiration 
and high regard of his colleagues, and 

WHEREAS, The peaceful surroundings for recreation and relaxation 
that we enjoy today are the results of pioneering efforts of 
William Wiggins and others serving the State of South Carolina 
during the formative years of our state parks system, and 

WHEREAS, William—or Bill, as he was known to his friends and 
associates—departed this life on October 24, 1972 at an untimely 
age, it is 

THEREFORE RESOLVED, That through this declaration the heartfelt 
sympathy of each member of the South Carolina Parks, Recreation, 
and Tourism Commission be conveyed to the members of his family, 
and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That there also be conveyed herewith 
our abiding gratitude for his enthusiastic and daily contribution 
to the mental and physical health of countless citizens in making 
Givhans Ferry State Park a pleasant place of meditation--an 
atmosphere of wholesome enjoyment characterized by cleanliness, 
joy and tranquil beauty, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the camping area at Givhans Ferry 
State Park recently constructed with proceeds from the bond issue 
authorized by the 1968 State Legislature be hereafter designated 
and forever called the "William Wiggins Camping Area" in honor 
and memory of this beloved member of our staff, a devoted friend 
and servant of the people, Bill Wiggins. 

This resolution adopted unanimously by the South Carolina Parks, 
Recreation, and Tourism Commission this 27th day of October, 1972. 

Never lose a chance of saying a kind word. An acorn costs nothing, 
but it may sprout into a prodigious bit of timber. --W. Thackeray 



MERCHANDISING 

The changing of the leaves to red, yellow and brown; the birds 
starting to move south; the gathering of food by the forest 
animals; the slow cooling trend in the weather; all are signs 
that autumn has arrived. Summer is over, and with the closing 
of some park facilities the visitation has declined. Prepara
tions for next season have already begun through winter-work 
programs in most of the areas. Repairs, renovations, new 
facilities and new parks will be visible to the park visitor 
next spring. With all of this, we will be busy making plans 
and introducing new ideas in the novelty and refreshment areas 
to make 1973 the best year yet. 

A hearty welcome goes out to Mr. Jim Davenport, who has joined 
the PRT family as my assistant at the Service and Supply Center. 
Jim will be working in the warehouse filling requisitions for 
novelties, keeping up with the amount of stock on hand, and 
helping to get items ready for delivery. Stop by and meet Jim 
when you are in Columbia. 

The holiday season is quickly approaching. Everyone will be busy 
getting the Christmas shopping done, wrapping gifts and hoping 
that jolly old St. Nick will be there Christmas Eve. Amidst all 
the decorations, ribbons and wrappings, we tend to forget the real 
meaning of Christmas today. Take time to pause and remember that 
it was the birth date of Jesus Christ, our Savior, and that He 
came so that we might live in a better world. For those who will 
be traveling to visit relatives, be careful and return home safely. 
To all, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

Ralph Rabon 
Merchandising Assistant 

Abigail Brown represents State Parks in the Winnsboro Christmas 
parade. 



PARK REPORTS 
I appreciate the tremendous response from District Superintendents, 
State Park Superintendents and staff personnel in providing a wealth 
of material for the last two issues of BARK LITES. Excellent reports 
have been received from every Superintendent! I have selected high
lights from the reports this month to give the reader a cross-
section of events and interesting visitors at our state parks. 
Future articles will present significant happenings, unusual park 
visitors and useful maintenance tips (see Poinsett insertion). Ed. 

DISTRICT I 
I have just returned from attending the Southeastern State Park 
Directors Conference which was held at Petit Jean State Park, 
Morrilton, Arkansas. Ten representatives from South Carolina 
State Parks attended including three State Park Superintendents. 
I now feel that our men in attendance can appreciate our South 
Carolina park system better and the efforts being made in their 
behalf by our Director Ray Sisk and Assistant Director Stan 
Brant. 

Our parks system is growing and with it will come opportunities 
for advancement. I would like to remind all personnel that 
promotions and/or raises will depend upon performance on the job. 

On the way back from Arkansas, our Assistant Director made 
reservations at "Boots" Randolph's club in Nashville. Most of 
you are aware of the difficulty telephone operators and others 
have getting Stan Brant's name spelled correctly. The reser
vations clerk at Boots', holding true to form, made reservations 
in the name of Sam Grant! 

Norman B. Cooler, District Superintendent 

DISTRICT II 
I want to take this opportunity to congratulate the rangers who 
have received promotions and welcome all new rangers who have 
joined PRT. The parks are growing rapidly and offer good oppor
tunities for men that would like to make a career with the parks. 
Once you join PRT, your progress will depend upon your performance. 
I believe that the South Carolina State Parks are one of the 
finest organizations one could work for. 

District II has several new parks under construction, Dreher 
Island at Lake Murray, Hamilton Branch and Hickory Knob on the 
Clark Hill Reservoir, to name a few. At Dreher Island, roads 
to the residence, camping area and campsites have been partially 
cleared. This work was done by Ranger Brock and some Neighbor
hood Youth Corps personnel. They did a fine job in cutting and 
clearing these areas. We have also drilled one well for a water 
supply. 



Hamilton Branch is being constructed by the Corps of Engineers 
and will be turned over to us at a later date. It will consist 
mostly of picnicking and camping facilities. 

Hickory Knob, one of our newest parks is also being developed. 
The construction crews are steadily working on the residence, 
cabins, motor lodge complex, water and sewer systems, roads, 
stables and horse show ring. 

With the passing of a safe, successful summer season, it is time 
to turn our attention toward maintenance and winter work programs. 
With the help of experienced personnel in the field, most of the 
parks are running on schedule and a few are well ahead on their 
work programs. 

At this time, I want to thank the construction and maintenance 
crews for a job well done in building new facilities and main
taining old facilities to take care of the increase in park 
visitation. Many thanks to Leonard Jones and his staff at the 
Service and Supply Center for their time and effort in keeping 
the parks supplied with last minute requisitions. 

This is a pleasant time of year for many superintendents and 
rangers as they look forward to well-deserved vacations. Let's 
wish all of them a safe journey on their trips. 

We were saddened with the death of one of our park superintendents. 
Mr. William "Bill" Wiggins of Givhans Ferry State Park. Our 
deepest sympathy is extended to his family and many friends. 

K. 0. Kolb, District Superintendent 

DISTRICT III 
There have been a few personnel changes in District #3 parks since 
the last edition of PARK LITES. 

Millard Camby resigned at Croft State Park to go into private 
business. Ray Hayes, who had been Ranger there, was promoted to 
Superintendent. Jim Rinehart resigned at Sadlers Creek to accept 
a position with the Tennessee State Parks system. Joe Hambright, 
Assistant Superintendent at Table Rock, was promoted to Superin
tendent at Sadlers Creek. Don Elliot, Ranger III at Paris Mountain 
is now Assistant Superintendent at Table Rock. Jimmie Vaughn was 
promoted from Ranger II at Greenwood to Ranger III at Paris Moun
tain. District #3 also has three new Rangers on our personnel 
list; Mark T. Hill at Paris Mountain - Eugene Cobb at Table Rock -
Earl Blakely at Oconee. 

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate these men on 
their promotions, transfers and assignments. 

Robert G. Jones, District Superintendent 



AIKEN 

The hayride season has certainly arrived. Many of the church 
youth groups from Aiken to Williston are finding out what fun 
it is to ride in an open truck and fill up on hot dogs cooked 
over an open fire. Don't be like the bears and hibernate for 
the winter; drop in and see us. 

James H. Taylor, Superintendent 

ANDREW JACKSON 

The busy summer season has ended, and we here at Andrew Jackson 
State Park, are enjoying the warm days and cool nights of early 
winter. Nature is "doing its thing" as evidenced by the beauti
ful changing of the foliage and the activities of the wild 
animals as they prepare for the cold winter ahead. 

Highway 521, which fronts our park, is being widened from two to 
four traffic lanes and our park entrance is a bit jumbled up at 
this time. However, construction will be completed in the coming 
months and we will have a beautiful new park entrance. 

Lew Griffin, Superintendent 

BAKER CREEK 
Since the last writing Assistant Superintendent Frank Baughman's 
daughter, Michele, has undergone open heart surgery and has 
recovered nicely. She even went "trick-or-treating." My 
youngest son, Patrick, celebrated his first birthday October 30. 
My how time flies. We have lost ranger Phil Huggins to Central 
Piedmont Community College in Charlotte, North Carolina. We 
have a most capable gentleman by the name of Bud Kline in his 
place. We welcome Bud and his wife, Doris, to the park family. 
Bud is retired from the U. S. Navy. 

Wayne Timms, Superintendent 

BARNWELL 
Classes are beginning for another series of Western Square dance 
lessons in the recreation building. The Palmetto Squares (of 
which I am a member) are helping with the classes. 



I would like to brag about Ranger Carroll Zissett. Carroll was 
the only ranger at Barnwell for over a month when Ranger John 
Altman left us in the middle of the busy summer season. Not once 
did he complain about long hours or extra work. Cabins had to be 
cleaned, so his wife, Harriet, and children, Bucky and Keith, 
helped out with that work. I want to express my appreciation to 
Carroll, Harriet, Bucky and Keith for all their help last summer. 
"Thank You." We have another good ranger, Wilbur Still, on our 
team. People tell us that Wilbur can do any and everything. We 
are beginning to believe them for we are finding out that he can! 

Mrs. "Bea" Ross, Superintendent 

From left, Mr. Jenkins, Mrs. Jenkins, Senator Thurmond,- Mrs. 
Thurmond, Congressman Floyd Spence, Mrs. Ray and Mr. Ray. 
Senator Strom Thurmond was honored Sunday afternoon, October 29, 
with a reception given by Mr. and Mrs. William G. Jenkins and 
Mr. and Mrs. Sam B. Ray, Jr., at the Barnwell State Park community 
house. Hundreds of guests from throughout Barnwell County attended 
the affair and greeted the Senator. 

CHARLES TOWNE LANDING 
Charles Towne Landing visitors have been enjoying the cool, 
brisk Charleston autumn. 



Charles Towne Landing received national recognition in the 
television series "America, a Personal History" on November 28. 
Filmed by the British Broadcasting Company, the series was shown 
on NBC. The "Adventure," a replica of a 17th century trading 
ketch was featured in the segment on colonial America. 

One of the domes from the Columbia Tricentennial Center is now 
being erected at CTL and is expected to greatly increase our 
flexibility in many areas. 

Last but not least, the statue depicting the man who was possibly 
the first real estate salesman in South Carolina was erected at 
CTL in October. The 8% foot bronze statue of the "Cassique of 
the Kiawah," by local sculptor Willard Hirsch, was formally 
dedicated on November 29. The cassique, whose likeness now stands 
on the brick walkway near the pavilion, persuaded the 1670 colon
ists to settle in the Charleston area rather than in Port Royal 
(Beaufort) as they had planned. 

Claude R. Hall, Jr. 
Expo Park Manager 

CHERAW 

We have gotten a good start on our winter work program, having 
painted some of the cabins, worked on the dog kennels, and 
painted and repaired the boat dock at Camp Juniper. We have 
not had a lake for several weeks as it has been drained for 
re-stocking. There has been considerable off-season use of the 
group camps this year. The Field Trials went very well this 
fall. There wasn't as much rain as last year, and 265 dogs 
were entered. We would like to welcome James Rouse, wife, Kathy, 
and daughter, Dana from Santee State Park. We regret losing 
Jeff Harvey and family to Florida. 

Larry Adair, Superintendent 

CHESTER 
Chester State Park had a very good season with four horse shows 
in the new show ring. U. S. Senator Strom Thurmond visited the 
park on November 22, with about 500 people and had barbeque hash. 
The P. T. A. had barbeque hash on November 17 and the state 
Senators from Richland, Fairfield, and Chester counties visited 
the park and had barbeque for 300 people. 

Clarence Doster, Superintendent 



COLLETON WAYSIDE 
There have been a number of visitors in the park recently connected 
with beautification programs around the country and they have been 
very lavish with their praise concerning the cleanliness of the 
park and how the natural setting has been preserved. We had the 
pleasure of entertaining a young couple from Paris, France who were 
touring the eastern United States and staying in the state parks. 
They, along with many other campers, said the South Carolina parks 
were the nicest and all the Rangers most helpful and courteous. 

James W. Stockman, Ranger 

CROFT 
We closed out a very busy season hosting our fifteenth horse 
show with State Parks Director Ray Sisk in attendance. Proceeds 
of this Fall Hunter Show, which was sponsored by the Spartanburg 
Horsemen's Association, were donated to the Spartanburg Animal 
Shelter. 

Our lake is quiet except for an occasional duck resting before 
completing his journey south. The camping areas are also rather 
quiet. Gone are the sounds of children laughing at play and the 
aroma of outdoor cooking hanging in the cool evening air. It is 
now time to look back and reflect upon the past events that might 
help us to be better prepared for the 1973 season. It is also 
the time to enjoy our families more and to be more thankful for 
our blessings. 

Ray Hayes, Superintendent 

DREHER ISLAND 

We had many interesting visitors this past season who came by boat, 
car, truck and helicopter. The picnic area was crowded with people 
throughout the summer and fall, and the Nature Trail was traveled 
by many who came to the island. From October 9th to the 20th the 
picture of quiet serenity on the island changed to a bustling mili
tary atmosphere as some 200 men from the 82nd Airborne Division and 
Explosive Ordnance Detatchment moved onto island to bivouac and 
clear practice bombs that were dropped during the World War II period 
by the Air Force (see related article elsewhere in this issue). The 
military is to be commended for a superior job. 

Things are looking up for 1973, as bids have been submitted and con
tracts will be let for roads, ramps and parking lots. Some facilities 
should be ready for next summer. 

Wally Brock, Ranger 



EDISTO BEACH 

I am proud to report that both attendance and revenue have increased 
considerably over last yearTs figures. We opened two new rest rooms 
this past season, one in the picnic area and another in the camping 
area. Our new picnic shelter received a lot of use. Some improve
ments are not obvious to many park visitors. An example is the 
burying of our main trunk line electrical cable from the entrance 
through the camping area. 

Marshall G. Waldt, Superintendent 

6IVHANS FERRY 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mr. Batten, Leonard 
Jones, Charlie Walters and the entire CEP crew for the splendid job 
they did tearing down the old Superintendent's residence. They went 
through it faster than the termites who had already started feasting 
on its timbers! 

My wife Myra and I are happy to be here at Givhans Ferry and invite 
you all to come see us. 

Harry G. Farr, Superintendent 

GREENWOOD 

We've had some personnel changes since the last issue of PARK LITES. 
James Vaughn was promoted to Ranger III and transferred to Paris 
Mountain. We wish Jimmy and Derrell the best. Thomas Bundrick was 
promoted to Ranger II here at Greenwood and is doing a great job. 
John Pagett has joined the staff as Ranger I. J.W. and his wife 
Gail are from Saluda. 

The Southeastern Travel Master camping club was back recently for 
the second time in 1972. They were here in March, and I arranged 
for them to visit Star Fort, the museum and Cokesbury College. This 
time I arranged for a tour of the Park Seed Company. Four employees 
took us through the plant and identified various species of plants. 
Club members from New York, Florida, Georgia, Alabama, Ohio and 
South Carolina took the tour. Local residents are pleased that our 
campers take an active interest in sights to see in Greenwood County. 

A new club, the Twigtoters from Anderson, camped with us recently. 
Our recreation building is being widely used by camping clubs for 
meetings and covered dish suppers. 

Marshall L. Brucke, Superintendent 



HUNTING ISLAND 
What a wonderful year we have had! It began at Easter with the 
temperature in the seventies and today it is eighty-five degrees! 
Fishing is at its greatest in the dredge lagoons. School bass, 
trout, flounder, black drum and spot are the biggest catches with 
fishermen catching up to seventy-five per day! The cabins, camping 
and picnic areas have been big attractions, with many nice visitors 
from all over the United States. The Sandflea Slappers Camping Club 
hosted a weekend campout November 10-12 with 55 units present. A 
free supper was one highlight of the weekend activities. Members of 
a new club, the Wingers from Laurel Bay also attended. 

LOOK WHAT CAME ASHORE! This 2,000 pound, 29 foot whale washed ashore 
at Hunting Island November 20. Superintendent Erwin checks over the 
large mammal, believed to be a pilot whale. (Beaufort SEA ISLANDER 
photo by Bob Carpenter) 

HUNTINGTON BEACH 
Park visitations have dropped off since Labor Day, so we have been 
busy with our winter work program, trimming and pruning the front 
entrance, putting coquina on the roads and stockpiling some for the 
future. Congratulations to Glenn Farr on his promotion to Superin
tendent at Givhans Ferry. We wish Glenn and Myra the best of luck, 
although we do hate to lose them. The Civil Defense Agency of 
Georgetown County appointed me Shelter Manager of Atalaya Castle. 
Orientation classes for shelter managers was held November 21-28. 

Huntington Beach State Park participated in Indian Summer Days, 
sponsored by the Myrtle Beach Chamber of Commerce, by offering free 
tours of Atalaya Castle. This program received extensive publicity 
throughout the eastern United States and Canada. 

Lee W. Jordan, Superintendent 



KINGS MOUNTAIN 
There has been a new addition to our park family, a seven pound, 
13 ounce "Jr. Ranger" born to the Charles Harrisons. Charles, 
Jr. will report to work as soon as we can find a pair of blue PRT 
diapers! We are beginning our large winter work projects such as 
putting up 303 bundles of shingles and rewiring the group camps 
with underground service. Our weekends are still busy with family 
and primitive camping. Our thanks to the many Boy Scouts that use 
our park and help us keep the nature trail free from litter. We 
usually have three or four troops every weekend. 

Charles Harrison, Assistant Superintendent 

LEE 
The scrub oak leaves have turned a bright reddish color on the sand 
hills and the robins and grackles (blackbirds) are stopping by on 
their way south. Fishermen still try their luck in the river and 
you can hear the dove and deer hunters in the near-by fields. Yes, 
fall is here. The winter work program has been retarded with the 
hospitalization of Ranger Allen Harris. Allen is now recuperating 
at home and we wish him a speedy recovery. Stop by and visit us. 

Van W. Pressley, Superintendent 

LITTLE PEE DEE 
Superintendent LaFon Norton will be closing out a long and 
rewarding career in January when he retires after twenty-six 
years of service. An in-depth review of his career and the 
personal touches that he has added at the lovely state park on 
the Little Pee Dee River will be a special feature to be included 
in the March issue. A Florida artist presented a painting to the 
Nortons, entitled "Tranquility." There's a delightful story here, 
and you'll read it in the March issue! Ed. 

LaFon Norton, Superintendent 

MYRTLE BEACH 
We wish to congratulate our FMA, Larry Duncan and Kathy McCulloch, 
who were married October 11. Kathy was one of our seasonal employee 
working at the Trading Post. We welcome Kathy to our park family. 
Ask Lew Cato if there are bears at the beach! He almost stepped on 
one recently while registering a camper. The camper and his four-
footed "friend" were here to put on a show for a local school. Our 
season is long and our winter is short. It will not be long before 
it will be time to get everything going again when the Canadians 
return for their spring holidays. 

Robert Turner, Superintendent 



OCONEE 
We have witnessed a greater increase in attendance and revenue during 
the fall and winter months than ever before. The weekend crowds are 
more like you'd expect in July or August! We had the pleasure of 
seeing senior citizens enjoying Oconee earlier this fall. They par
ticipated in a variety of programs during a two-week period. This 
cooperative venture with Clemson University's REA Department and the 
S.C. Council on Aging is a very worthwhile program, and I hope that 
it will be even better next year. The antiques at the Trading Post 
have been a big attraction. Older visitors will recall the time in 
their childhood that they used a similar tool, while a youngster 
will inquire, "What is that thing?" Antiques seem to soothe the 
jangled nerves of today's swift pace. Where could you find a more 
suitable place for contemplation that at a State Park? 

Bob Cothran, Superintendent 

OLD DORCHESTER 
We still have had a good flow of visitors to the park. A project 
for the winter season will be some restoration work on the church 
tower which dates back to the 1700's. 

Louis M. Hall, Superintendent 

PARIS MOUNTAIN 
Our first season in the new camping area was a wonderful experience! 
Not many camping areas have a cemetery in its midst, but we do at 
Paris Mountain! We appreciate the work of the local ministerial 
association in providing chapel services each Sunday during the summer. 
Camp Spearhead for Retarded Children used the group camp and other 
facilities for ten weeks this summer. Other day camps sponsored by 
Girl Scouts and church groups were also held during the summer. We 
have received numerous compliments on the self-interpretive brochure 
used on the nature trail. My thanks to Ranger Mike Davis, who gave 
up time on his day off recently to present a program about park use 
and conservation to a group of girls from Scout Troop 400, Greenville. 

Eddie H. Miller, Superintendent 

PLEASANT RIDGE 
Pleasant Ridge continues to have quite a bit of activity. People 
come to the park for purposes other than picnicking. They come 
sightseeing, hiking, looking for rocks, moss, burrows and bark from 
trees. Some come birdwatching, and I saw for the first time some 
squirrel watching. We have had many visitors in the cabin this fall 
from South Carolina and other states. Our new campground has seen 
all sizes of camping equipment and tents. Some folks come on the 
weekend to park their trailers and then venture up into the North 
Carolina mountains. I tell them to see our beautiful mountains first! 
The robins and starlings are beginning to appear in the park, an 
indication that cold weather is on its way. I am trying to prepare 
for its arrival. 

Leroy L. Smith, Superintendent 



POINSETT 
Our family cabins have sure been receiving a lot of use this fall. 
More and more people are beginning to realize that Poinsett has much 
to offer the park visitor. A helpful hint concerning park mainten
ance — The Fiberglass Repair Kits we have for pedal boats works well 
on leaky water pipes,TS' Traps, etc. I have also found that it holds 
up under pressure. Old gutter with holes can be repaired like new 
using the cloth and resin. Just let the fiberglass harden as if it 
were on a boat. . 

Horace Craig, Superintendent 

RIVERS BRIDGE 
Nature has started to rebuild the land and forest, in the swamp. 
I find it hard to believe that we had as many park visitors this 
year as we had. You can look across the park and it looks as 
though it has been years since man has walked here. Nature has done 
a masterful job in concealing the footprints of man in such a short 
span of time. 

James B. King, Superintendent 

ROSE HILL 
Greetings from Rose Hill State Park, the home of William Henry Gist 
who was Governor of South Carolina during the secession years. We 
are making plans again this year for our Annual Christmas Open 
House, which will be a two-day event Saturday and Sunday, December 
16 - 17. Rose Hill State Park will be one of more than 5,000 
places of interest to be listed in Reader's Digest Treasures of 
America book. 

Fred Belk, Superintendent 

Campers on Sumter National Forest property adjoining Rose Hill State 
Park took part in a "primitive weapons hunt" this fall, using muzzle-
loaders and bows and arrows. This event is an annual affair that 
attracts great numbers of primitive weapons enthusiasts from all parts 
of South Carolina. 



s 

SADLERS CREEK 
Deborah and I are so happy to be here at Sadlers Creek. It was a 
wonderful experience to attend the Superintendents' Conference. I 
quickly realized that I had much to learn from the veteran super
intendents. Some of them have been at this park business longer 
than I've been in the world! I am looking forward to a great sea
son in 1973. Working together, we'll all get the job done in 
providing fun places for park visitors! 

Joe Hambright, Superintendent 

SANTEE 
Visitation at Santee State Park is still good on the weekends, but 
rather slow during the week. The rondettes have had full occupancy 
nearly every weekend and all thirty rondettes were reserved for the' 
Thanksgiving weekend. In talking with several fishing experts and 
tackle salesmen, we have all agreed that fishing has been off this 
fall. Maybe fishing will get back to normal after a few weeks of cool 
weather. I omitted one of the most important things in the last 
PARK LITES issue, that of giving thanks to all employees here at 
Santee for the long hours and hard work performed during the summer 
season. Nothing could have been accomplished without the effort put 
out by all of you. My sincere belated thanks. 

Ted Barbie, Superintendent 

SESQUICENTENNIAL 

Since the last issue of PARK LITES, we lost another good friend and 
ranger by transfer to Santee State Park. We sure hated to see Jim 
and Mary Work move, but promotions are important to everyone, espe
cially young married people, and Jim certainly deserved it. They 
hardly finished unpacking when opportunity knocked at Cheraw State 
Park and they are moving again. Congratulations, Jim and Mary, keep 
up the good, Works! 

At this point I'd like to introduce and welcome to our park system 
another very nice family that I am sure will be a real asset. Ranger 
Charles Hatfield, Jr., wife Bobbie and daughter Judy are the new 
residents in the "transient quarters" at Sesqui. Charlie has been 
doing a very good job thus far and I think park life agrees with his 
family. I am a little worried about him, though, for he has already 
picked up some of "Gus" Krajcik's pet phrases, and usually by that 
time he gets promoted! 



We had a real good camping group in October. The old campground 
filled and overflowed into the new area. NCHA had a meeting in 
Columbia, the State Fair was in progress and the USC Gamecocks were 
playing at home. Six different camping clubs were represented and they 
were all highly complimentary concerning their recent meeting at Santee 
State Park. Everyone on the PRT Staff in Columbia and the Santee Park 
Staff did everything possible to make their meeting a success. "Why," 
they said., "even Ray Sisk and Stan Brant were working like regular 
park rangers." They seem even more surprised when I said: "Of course 
they were: they all practice here at Sesqui to stay in shape." Great 
job fellows, but I'm afraid you've spoiled a bunch of campers. 

My family and I spent a weekend recently at Table Rock State Park and 
the foliage was breath-taking. South Carolina is truly a beautiful 
place and I feel very privileged to work in the park system, so close 
to her natural beauty and associated with so many fine people. Novem
ber 6, 1972, marked the beginning of my sixth year in the parks and I 
think it is a good life, for which I am thankful. 

In conclusion, I'd like to say this has been a very good year and a 
pleasant one. I sincerely appreciate the cooperation and assistance 
I've always found in the front office, from my supervisor, Mr. Kolb, 
and from Leonard Jones and the crew at the Service and Supply Center. 
Thanx-a-million everyone, for everything. And from 

The "Charlie" Hatfields 
The "Gus" Krajciks 

and 
The "Jim" Meadors' 

A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY HEALTHY NEW YEAR 
TO 

EVERYBODY! 

TABLE ROCK 
Somebody had better tell the people that summer is over. We have 
been having a full park on the weekends, and the cabins are booked 
until December 31. The camping area is full almost every weekend, 
and the nature trails are crowded from 8:00 a.m. Saturday to 6:00 
p.m. Sunday. We enjoy seeing people having a good time in the park. 

The Carolina Cyclers bicycle club held their annual two-day Golden 
Leaves Tour in late October. They camped at the park and pedalled 
to scenic points in the Piedmont area. The leaves were at their 
peak the first week in November. Only Mother Nature could have 
painted such a beautiful picture. I wish everyone could have seen it. 

Mike Hendrix, Superintendent 



PERSONNEL CHANGES 
NEW PERSONNEL 

William E. Blakely, Ranger I at Oconee 
Homer E. Cobb, Ranger I at Table Rock 
Charles E. Grant, Ranger I at Santee 
Charles S. Hatfield, Jr., Ranger I at Sesqui 
Heyward F. Heosin, Ranger I at Croft 
Mark T. Hill, Ranger I at Paris Mountain 
Susan Kendall, Secretary I at Columbia Office 
Norbert J. Klein, Ranger I at Baker Creek 
David W. Lewis, Ranger I at Myrtle Beach 
John W. Padget, Ranger I at Greenwood 
Daniel R. Sigmon, Superintendent at Landsford Canal 

RESIGNATIONS 

Edwin Estridge, Jr., EWA at Cheraw 
Walter B. Evans, Ranger at Paris Mountain 
Arthur E. Hinson, Jr., Ranger at Myrtle Beach 
Johnnie D. Nix, Ranger at Oconee 
James L. Rinehart, Superintendent at Sadlers Creek 
Paul E. Ross, Ranger at Myrtle Beach 

PROMOTIONS AND TRANSFERS 

Olin T. Bundrick, Ranger I at Greenwood to Ranger II at Greenwood 
Donald W. Elliot, Ranger III at Paris Mountain to Assistant 

Superintendent at Table Rock 
Harry Glenn Farr, Ranger III at Huntington Beach to Superintendent 

at Givhans Ferry 
Thomas M. Felder, Ranger I at Santee to Ranger II at Santee 
Joe L. Hambright, Assistant Superintendent at Table Rock to 

Superintendent at Sadlers Creek 
James P. Ivey, Jr., Ranger I at Cheraw to Ranger II at Myrtle Beach 
Jayne M. Moore, Clerk-steno, Columbia Office from Administration to 

State Parks 
Jerry D. Price, Ranger II at Myrtle Beach to Ranger III at Huntington 

Beach 
James A. Rouse, Ranger II at Santee to Ranger II at Cheraw 
James G. Vaughn, Ranger II at Greenwood to Ranger III at Paris 

Mountain 
James B. Work, Ranger II at Santee to Ranger III at Cheraw 

RAMBLINGS FROM THE EDITOR 
Park personnel speak in terms of "park visitors" when referring 
to those persons that visit our state parks to camp, picnic, swim, 
hike, walk the nature trails, play games or just relax for an 
afternoon. We tend to forget that state parks have year-round 
park visitors -- the families of our Superintendents and Rangers. 
To these people, a state park is home. 



Each of us has his own storehouse of private thoughts concerning 
hi:• own domain. What thoughts do families of park personnel have 
concerning the state park that is their home? The following 
letter may give you some insight into the subject. It was written 
by Pa'n Holloway, 15 year-old daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Don Holloway. 
Don is an Assistant Superintendent at Santee State Park. 

THIS IS MY HOME 

'As I sit here by the edge of the beautiful. Lake Marion, surrounded 
by giant frees whose branches hang low over the water and whose 
brightly colored leaves gently float down all around me, I thank 
God that X have been given the opportunity to live amid such beauty 
and to he able to call it my home. Not far down the shore stands 
a gracious and- modern circular pavilion that during the months 
of summer almost always contained loud, laughing, iun-.ioving people, 
but now no one crosses its floors., Nor does anyone swim in the 
water of the great lake, and -there are no people getting out the ir 
goodies. .. preparation for a great picnic. There are no cars in 
the narking Lot, and no one sits upon the river's edge but me. 

i come m '|aze at the waves as they beat against the wood and rook 
thai Lit on the shorn and I watch the little forest creatures 
.scampering around gathering food for the winter months ahead. I 
ewe in search for peace, for serenity, and in hopes of finding 
something totally new, something I've never seen before. 

Tilt: summer was pleasant and I thoroughly enjoyed working in the 
pork because almost everyday you conic! be sure of meet ing new 
people. But the fall season, holds ar. equally important place- in 
my heart, for it 1- luring this time that the park is quiet and 
peaceful and ooOj and nature Is my one true friebd. 

feel so lucky to be living amid all the picturesque beauty that 
dwells in the South Carolina State Parks and I would i. ike to pass 
along a message to all those who are a part of the park system and 
Live in State Parks: when things get rough and suddenly you wish 
you worked and lived somewhere else, go out and sit on the shore 
>f a great ocean or lake, or walk it the majestic forests and gaze 
upon nature in all her splendor, and say, "This is my Home!" It's 
bound to change your attitude a great deal. 

By: 

Pam Holloway 

Mir, .aeh lay of 1973 hold some special meaning for you and yours, 
ml may your life be a source of constant strength and encouragement 
t<- yt'iur family and friends. 

DANA Ll SAWYER, Editor 
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