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FROM THE DIRECTOR 

I would like to take this opportunity to again thank all State Park 
employees for their contribution toward the most successful summer season 
that we have had in the history of the Division of State Parks. 

During the past five years we have grown from a staff of field personnel 
that numbered sixty-three to a current total of one-hundred twenty-seven. 
Our central office staff has increased five-fold from five to twenty-five 
employees. The maintenance section has grown from one to six persons and 
a seven-man construction crew has been added. 

I had an enjoyable experience recently reminiscing over old times with 
Lloyd King, one of our Maintenance Supervisors. Twenty-two of Lloyd s 
twenty-eight years with state parks were spent at Oconee State Park. 
He recalled that all lights were of the kerosene variety and that all 
cooking was done on a four-burner oil stove. Refrigeration consisted of 
a daily delivery of twenty-five pounds of block ice for the ice box. 
Lloyd said that it was a common practice for people staying in cabins to 
bring along live chickens which were tied by the leg to nearby trees and 

killed as needed. 

All of our park cabins have modern heating and air conditioning units, 
yet the fireplaces are still being used. I think that this is indicative 
of our growth and the future looks even brighter with the new parks that 
are under development and the existing parks that are constantly being 
renovated and improved. 

To our retired personnel..."Jake" Ray, "Sheriff" Leroy and Cecil Hayes, 
to name a few, we express our appreciation for the services that were 
performed during their days. To employees such as LaFon Norton and "Jake 
Timms, who have a combined tenure of sixty-four years of service and will 
be retiring soon, we again say "thanks." To all present employees, we 
hope that you are looking forward to continued success as our state parks 
program improves and expands, resulting in promotions and re-assignments 

for you. 
-

Ray M. Sisk 
Director 

State Parks and Recreation 
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RECENT SALARY SCHEDULE CHANGES 
There have been several changes with regard to legislative action 
governing pay scales which were effective July 1, 1972. Until this 
came into effect, each job in State Government was assigned a pay 
grade with seven steps in each pay grade, beginning with a minimum 
and taking a total of approximately seven years and three months to 
reach the maximum. The level of job performance in no way affected 
the amount of increase, as these had been pre-determined in the pay 
scales. 

There is a minimum and maximum salary for each pay grade under the new 
system. The time span has been cut to five years and three months and 
the level of compensation has been increased in each pay grade. The 
new system now takes into account your level of job performance which 
is determined from your evaluation. The time span involved in progressing 
from one step to the next is six months, twelve months, twelve months, 
fifteen months and eighteen months. 

As of July 1, 1972, all State employees received an across-the-board 
raise. In addition, those individuals who were due merit raises re
ceived them in addition to the upgrading of the levels of compensation. 
Some individuals who were formerly at step six or seven may now be at 
step four or five. This does not indicate a demotion but is the result 
of the implementing of this new system. 

WILLIAM S. BRANT 
Assistant State Park Director 

FIELD NOTES 
Whales often "hold their breaths" for as long as fifty minutes. Like 
all other mammals, they can drown if water gets in their lungs. 

Before salmon leave salt water they store up fats and oils for the 
journey to the spawning grounds, during which time they do not eat. 

A pelican five feet long and weighing 25 pounds has a skeleton that 
weighs only 23 ounces. 

Using their poison to kill for food, rattlesnakes will not attack a 
man unprovoked, and will often crawl away rather than chance a human 

encounter. 

The whitetail deer under normal conditions seems to require no more 
than one-half square mile of living space. 

Recorded observations of the migratory.habits of birds date back 3,000 
years to the time of Hesoid, Homer, Herodotus and Aristotle. 

The bluegill gets its name from a small blue tab that extends backwards 

from the gill cover. 

(Thanks to Ranger Glenn Farr at Huntington Beach State Park for submitting 
this month's "Field Notes" column.) 

3 



YE OLDE TRADING POST 
Invariably every town or village had a gathering place for the menfolk 
to talk over the local gossip or other public affairs -- the general 
store„ Conveniently located in the center of the town, it was charac
terized by a full front porch and a lean-to on the rear. The main 
room centered around the stove and several chairs were clustered around 
a barrel which held a board with corncob checkers. The stove served a 
dual purpose of supplying heat in the winter and a year-round target 
for residue of the tobacco industry. The shelf-lined walls were stocked 
with every available item arranged in a personal manner by the proprie
tor. A counter was located along one wall, if not both, the end of 
which would generally be enclosed to serve as the village post office. 
A back door led into the lean-to room where barrels of salt and flour 
were kept with other heavy goods. A set of stairs on the back wall of 
the store led to the second floor where the storekeeper and his family 
lived. If he had a separate residence, a young assistant would often 
be quartered there. 

The advent of the modern-day discount store has led to the gradual dis
appearance of the general store from the American scene. During the 
summer months our Park Director, Ray Sisk has been gathering unusual 
old items and re-creating the charm of the old general store at Kings 
Mountain State Park. Mr. Sisk is well qualified for the interpretation 
of the Trading Post, having been raised in the atmosphere of his mother's 
store in North Carolina. He remembers well the marvelous items that 
hung from the rafters and walls. Items ranging from necessary tools and 
implements to luxury dry goods were always available in the store. 

With the exception of the aroma in the stores, the Trading Post at Kings 
Mountain State Park will take you back to yesteryear. During your next 
visit to the Piedmont, stop and visit the Trading Post, buy a bag of 
popcorn and try to identify each item. The front porch is ideal for the 
exchange of local gossip. I'll see you there'. 

JANSON, L. COX, Chief Historian 
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OOPS'. Editor Dana Sawyer was recently presented with a Distinguished 
Engineering Award for relocating Sesquicentennial's swimming area at 
Table Rock State Park. The occasion was a festive event, attended by 
various local dignitaries. Not present for the award ceremony were 
Table Rock Superintendent Mike Hendrix and Sesqui Superintendent Jim 
Meadors. Rumor has it that they met at a rest area on 1-26 to complete 
the swap of swimming areas, thus returning each to its rightful owner. 
(The photograph on the cover of the August issue was mistakenly identified 
as the swimming area at Table Rock State Park. It was taken at Sesqui. Ed.) 

STATE CHAMPION AT TABLE ROCK...A Carolina Hemlock at Table Rock State 
Park has been declared state champion of that species, according to 
recent data submitted by Mr. W. J. Barker, Associate Professor of 
Forestry with the Cooperative Extension Service of Clemson University. 
The South Carolina Big Trees Program was initiated about four years 
ago and as big trees are found, they are measured for circumference, 
height and spread and compared against others on record. The largest 
ones are recorded for either State or National records. The fifty-five 
foot tree is located near the junction of Table Rock and Pinnacle 
Mountain's trail at the top of the ridge. Another state champion big 
tree within the parks system is a seventy-two foot Sourwood located at 
Croft State Park. "Big Tree Certificates" are presented jointly by 
the State Commission of Forestry and the Clemson University Department 
of Forestry and Cooperative Extension Service. 

PROGRESS AT LANDSFORD CANAL...Plans for the lock-keeper's house and the 
superintendent's residence have been completed and are being reviewed 
by the Budget and Control Board. The lock-keeper's house will eventually 
be moved from its present location near Great Falls to the park property. 
The unpaved road leading to the site of the park is to be paved and 
widened to accommodate two lanes of traffic. The State Highway Depart
ment has announced that approval of the location and design of the road 
improvement project has been received. 

MISS S.C. STATE PARKS FIRST ATTENDANT AT CORONATION...Miss Abigail Brown, 
currently serving as "Miss South Carolina State Parks," was First Atten
dant at the crowning of Miss South Carolina State '72. The event was 
held September 8 at the Smith-Hammond-Middleton Memorial Center located 
on the South Carolina State College campus. The queen for the 1972-73 
school term is Miss Gerry Maxine Watson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur 
Watson of Spartanburg. 
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NEW PARK PAMPHLET READY FOR DISTRIBUTION..."Facilities, Activities, Fees" 
is the name of a new park pamphlet which is being distributed at all state 
parks and Welcome Centers. Copies will be mailed from the Central Office 
and the Inquiry Section of the Travel and Tourism Division in response to 
requests for information. Additional copies may be obtained without 
charge by writing to the address listed on the inside front cover. 

STATE PARKS QUIZ - Test your knowledge of South Carolina state parks by 
tackling the following problem (a copy of the new parks pamphlet will 
help you). i 

Number of state 
add the 

Number of state 
subtract the 

Number of state parks with group camps 
add the 

Number of state parks with restaurants 
multiply by the 

Number of state parks with equestrian facilities 
subtract the 

Number of state parks with archery ranges 
add the 

Number of state parks with trading posts 
multiply by the 

Number of historic sites administered by PRT 
divide by the 

Number of state parks with interpretive centers 

If you've done everything properly, the answer should be 90I 

EARTHQUAKE STUDY 

It was recently brought to our attention that the cracks in the thick 
walls of Fort Dorchester and St. George's Church Tower at Old Dorchester 
State Park are the result of the 1886 earthquake. An estimated five to 
six million dollars of damage to Charleston's buildings has placed this 
earthquake as one of the most destructive events in that city's history. 
Visiting scientists studied the damage, using the church tower to deter
mine the direction and intensity of the forces. One section of brick 
had been hurled from the top of the tower to land thirty feet from the 
base. This is one more example of the adaptive uses of historic structures. 



ALL ABOUT THOSE PESKY GYPSY MOTHS.„oGypsy moths, the leaf-eating insects 
that defoliated about two million acres of trees in the Northeastern 
United States last summer, are living up to their name and hitchhiking 
to other parts of the country. Egg masses are being transported out of 
established infested areas by campers, trailers and other mobile vehicles. 
The United States Department of Agriculture, in cooperation with state 
departments of agriculture and other agencies, is using a system of traps 
to monitor possible gypsy moth infestations. The stick paper traps are 
baited with a synthetic female sex attractant. When the adult male is 
lured to the source of the sex attractant, it becomes stuck to the trap. 

Agencies in South Carolina cooperating with the USDA Plant Protection 
Agency in the Gypsy Moth program are the Plant Pest Regulatory Service 
of Clemson University, South Carolina Department of Parks, Recreation 
and Tourism, the State Forestry Commission and the U.S. National Forest 
Service. Plant Pest Regulatory Service is assisting by trapping priority 
areas in certain counties. The Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism 
is operating traps within the state parks and the Commission of Forestry 
is trapping all of the state-owned forested lands. The National Forest 
Service is trapping all recreational areas, rest stops, etc. within their 
lands. 

The entire state was trapped this year on a grid system established by 
the USDA's Plant Protection Agency. All traps were placed in the field 
by June 15 and were inspected three times during the summer. 

Sesqui Rangers August "Gus" Krajcik (left) and James Work take a closer 
look at a gypsy moth trap. 



WE GET LETTERS 

"...As a family camping club, we pledge to you our support and continued 
use of our state parks, and to make them truly fun places in our state. 

Mr. Ken Powell, President, Glorified Loafers Camping Club 

"It was our privilege to occupy a cabin at Oconee State Park last week 
and it was such a pleasure that I wanted to write your office and tell 
you how wonderfully well this park is operated. Everyone was so help
ful and cordial, and it was the kind of atmosphere we like for our family. 
The recreation was planned so well, and it seemed that everyone works 
together as a team. Mr. Cothran certainly is doing a marvelous job and 
each person seemed to take pleasure in their work there. We have two teen-
aged daughters, and they certainly did enjoy the wholesome entertainment 
that was planned for the young people. We hope to go back next year..." 

Mrs. Wayne Wilson, Starr, South Carolina 

"Our family has just completed a most delightful stay at Hunting Island 
State Park, and our stay there was made much more enjoyable through the 
efforts of Mr. Tillman Irwin and his able staff. As an example, we had 
a minor problem in the cottage where we were staying and after reporting 
it, Mr. Irwin had it repaired in jig time. I have to admit that I was 
pleasantly surprised since I really -didn't expect to have it corrected. 
This is our first experience with our State Park System and needless to 
say, we were impressed. Our family is already insisting we make a quick return 

Mr. N. L. Parsons, Greenville, South Carolina 

"My wife and I have just returned from a four-week camping trip of the 
Southwest and Florida. It is a pleasure to let you know that one of our 
most enjoyable three days of camping was at your Little Pee Dee State 
Park near Dillon, South Carolina. In over 12 years of camping throughout 
the U. S. and Canada, you should know that this State Park was well main
tained and your Park personnel are doing a fine job. A Park Ranger by the 
name of Hensley Caulder was very helpful, displayed an exceptional dedication 
to his work, and is a credit to the Park Department of the State of South 
Carolina. We want to thank you and your fine personnel of Pee Dee State Park 
for your efforts in making our visit to South Carolina a memorable occasion." 

Mr. Frank P. Wickham, Clifton, New Jersey 

"My son and I recently spent a very pleasant week at Table Rock State Park. 
One reason we enjoyed it so much was because of the thoughtfulness, friend
liness and sense of humor of recreator Bill Leach. The hike to the top of 
Table Rock, the nature hikes and the nature hunts were the highlights of 
our week. I hope that we shall be able to keep him in South Carolina when 
he graduates." 

Mrs. Jacquelyn N. Byrd, Mullins, South Carolina 



"This letter is to commend the outstanding assistance Mr. Jim Meadors, 
Superintendent at Sesqui State Park, gave me in order that I could 
accomplish my assigned job as seasonal naturalist at Sesqui. Mr. Meadors 
is a credit to the total success of the new nature center, which had over 
8,000 visitors since its June 21st opening day. I have enjoyed working 
with him and he represents the best in park superintendents in my opinion. 
Without his aid, my job would have been more difficult in opening a new 
center and I appreciate his enthusiasm and his willingness to help in any 
way that he is needed. In conclusion, Mr. Meadors is a credit to the entire 
park system, not only in his aid to me but his entire operation of the park. 
With men like him in charge the public will always be pleased." 

Mr. Ronald L. Ross, Seasonal Naturalist at Sesqui State Park 

"...We enjoyed a wonderful week at Oconee State Park. I must tell you 
we have never enjoyed a place so much before, and none of us really 
wanted to leave for home on the 12th. The cabin we were in was furnished 
completely and very nicely. We have been lots of places but none can be 
compared to Oconee and its natural beauty...Everyone in recreation can be 
proud of Oconee State Park but most of all you can be even prouder of the 
men working there. These men do a very good job. They make everyone feel 
welcome and the programs put on by these men are funny. All of us had a 
good time laughing, singing, dancing, playing bingo and walking the nature 
trails. Our children had never been to the mountains before this trip and 
I'll tell you now that it won't be hard to get them back as they had the 
time of their life." 

Mrs. L. D. Ebling, Newberry, South Carolina 

"I want you to know how much my children and I enjoyed the week at Myrtle 
Beach State Park. In fact, we are making plans to return next year. The 
courtesy shown us by all park employees made our week even more pleasant." 

Mrs. Doris 0. Benjamin, Mountville, South Carolina 

"Try it, you'll like it. That's the way a popular television commercial 
goes. But the same phrase could also be used when discussing the fishing 
and southern hospitality offered by South Carolina. I tried it...and I 
liked it. Southern hospitality flows down here like butter on a tin roof 
on a hot summer day. And if that isn't enough, the fishing is tops! Santee 
State Park Superintendent Ted Barbie and his park rangers are a congenial 
group, assisting park visitors as much as possible, including some advice 
on where and how to catch the big ones." 

From the column of Mr. Harold Barr, Outdoor Editor, News-Messenger 
Fremont, Ohio 

"I would like to commend you and your staff for a much improved job of 
communication between the Parks Division and the camper. As a regular 
user of the camping facilities in our State Parks let me say "Thanks 
for a job well done. I would also like to thank State Park employees 
for everything that was done to make our stay at Croft State Park enjoyable. 
Especially I would like to thank Bobby Altman for his help." 

Mr. William W. Hutto, President, Skeeter Scratchers Camping Club 



"We recently spent ten wonderful days at Table Rock State Park. Of the 
many state parks we have visited in Florida, Georgia, Maryland, Virginia, 
North Carolina and South Carolina, this is one of our favorites. The 
people there, both workers and campers, were some of the friendliest we 
have had the pleasure to meet. Superintendent Hendrix and his staff are 
doing a magnificent job. Also, the activities offered are so varied, and 
we enjoyed taking part in them. It is our custom to visit different places 
each year, but this is one of those to which we hope to return again. Ity 
reason for writing is because too often letters of complaint are sent in 
and I feel that letters of praise should not be neglected." 

James and Ida Topokian, Tampa, Florida 

"I would like to express my appreciation for the lovely state park in 
Oconee. Not only is the natural setting unbelievable, but the program 
is unbelievable also. I am a mother and a teacher of teenagers, and I 
certainly am grateful to have a place like Oconee State Park to carry 
my teenagers. I never have to worry about any kind of hazard. Not only 
are their health and safety guarded, but there is a planned activity for 
every day. We are delighted that mountain square dancing and clogging 
are fostered there. On Friday nights we insist that our children attend 
whether we are camping or not to insure the perpetuation of this particular 
folk activity...Thanks again for providing such a pleasant place to play 
and rest under such capable leadership." 

Mrs. J. S. Dalton, Pickens, South Carolina 

"I am a Baptist missionary working with nineteen Baptist churches in 
Beaufort and Jasper counties, and for several years I have supervised 
a ministry to campers at Hunting Island State Park. This summer a young 
couple stayed at the park for ten weeks and held worship services and 
other programs often attended by 150 or more persons. I want to thank you 
and your department for allowing us to do this work which seems to be 
appreciated by the campers. Especially, I want to thank you for allowing 
Tillman Erwin, park superintendent, to cooperate with us in such a wonderful 
way. Our work could not have been successful without the excellent assistance 
of Superintendent Irwin and his staff. As the saying goes, Mr. Irwin runs 
a "tight ship" and keeps everything at Hunting Island State Park running 
smoothly. I have been a frequent visitor there all summer, and have never 
encountered anything undesirable. We are already making plans for our 
ministry there next summer and are looking forward to working with Mr. Irwin 
again." 

Rev. C. L. Hanshew, Superintendent of Associational Missions, 
Savannah River Baptist Association, Ridgeland, South Carolina 

"I must tell you about one of the finest vacations that my family and I 
have ever taken. Scenery, facilities, weather conditions, and last, but 
not least, park personnel, made our visit just great...I cannot say enough 
for the Table Rock State Park personnel. Indeed, the Parks Division is 
very fortunate to have such dedicated employees within its ranks." 

Mr. Patrick J. Williams, Director, Santee-Cooper Counties Promotion 
Commission, Santee, South Carolina (Santee-Cooper Country) 



THE LOG HOUSE GIFT SHOP 

The Log House Gift Shop at Sesquicentennial State Park is a unique 
operation in our park system. Here, in the atmosphere of our early 
colonial heritage, you can shop for the unusual gift items of the 
period, such as colonial pewter and stoneware reproductions, hand-
dipped tapers, tinware and a bedwarmer (if you need one). For the 
Christmas season, a line of quality candles and small gift items will 
be featured. More than a revenue source, the Gift Shop is an inter
pretive device that allows you the opportunity to sample period items 
and return briefly to the pioneer way of life. 

When you step into the Log House you are entering the oldest known 
building in Richland County, circa 1756. However, after extensive 
documentary and archeological research, considerable mystery shrouds 
the Log House. No public records are known to exist. The only clues 
we have of the builder and the occupants are a handful of pottery 
fragments and a blue coat of military cut found underneath the hearth 
with several broken whiskey bottles. These items are on permanent 
exhibit in the building. 

I would like to take this opportunity to invite you to visit the Log 
House and sample the spirit of Colonial South Carolina. You thought 
that Williamsburg and Old Sturbridge Village had it all? Try us, you'll 
1 ike us 

ROGER D. ALDERMAN 
Historic Site Coordinator 
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THE FORK 

Editor's Note: This new column is a result of the many questions asked 
concerning the artifacts displayed in the Trading Posts,, The objective 
will be to answer questions concerning these collectible items, or, as 
in this initial column, to tell the little-known story of a very impor
tant device — the fork.) 

Until the mid-nineteenth century, the majority of the American people 
ate their food with knives, spoons, and fingers. The fork was a rarity. 
British society had accepted the fork in the late 1600 s; however, 
knives continued to be made and used in pairs, one knife being used as 
a fork. Tradition has it that President and Mrs. James Monroe popularized 
eating with a fork, a quaint custom (as Mrs. Monroe explained it) which 
her husband had picked up in Paris. Polite society quickly began using 
forks. It was handier than the homespun American way of eating food off 
the blade of a knife, and less dangerous as well. However, such politi
cal giants as Daniel Webster and Henry Clay continued shoveling in food 
with their knives long after the fork arrived upon the scene. 

The next issue will contain an article on stoneware. If you have unusual 
examples or questions concerning American-made stoneware, send them to 
the History Branch for inclusion. 

.gTtf CAH0U& 

Ralph Rabon (left), Merchandising Assistant, helps Concessions Super
visor Freddie Parkman with a load of supplies for a distant state park. 



MERCHANDISING IN SOUTH CAROLINA STATE PARKS 
Park visitors are no different from people anywhere. There are certain 
items that they need or want, therefore we try to provide these articles 
at a convenient place for park visitors to purchase them. We have just 
concluded a very successful summer season, with statistical information 
being prepared for review at our fall Superintendents' meeting. 

My work this summer was certainly made much easier because of the untiring 
efforts of Concessions Supervisor Freddie Parkman. He was always ready to 
work, whether the hour was 5 a.m. or 10 p.m. I used to think that I was 
in good physical condition until I tried to follow Freddie around this 
summer. I became painfully aware of my advancing age, and am working out 
faithfully each day lifting cases of popcorn bags'. 

Freddie's park experience plus his educational background has helped him 
to quickly learn the "ins and outs" of his new job as Concessions Super
visor. He graduated in April 1970 from Lake City Junior College, Lake 
City, Florida with a degree in Park Management. In May of that year 
Freddie became a Ranger I at Baker Creek. Six months later he was trans
ferred to Santee and promoted to Ranger II. Another six months went by 
and Freddie was promoted to Assistant Superintendent at Santee and married 
Yvonne Dickens of North Augusta (both in the same week'.) In September of 
that year Freddie was transferred to Poinsett State Park and promoted to 
superintendent. May of 1972 saw the Parkmans packing for a move to Colum
bia, where Freddie became Concessions Supervisor, replacing Danny Turpin, 
who had been promoted to Chief Recreator. 

Freddie and I both appreciate the courtesies extended to us by park 
superintendents and other park personnel. It's a pleasure to work with 
such fine people. 

New operations this summer included the trading posts at Table Rock, 
Hunting Island and Santee, and the refreshment stands at the bathhouse-
pavilions at Baker Creek, Sadlers Creek and Santee State Parks. We are 
working on new operations procedures and forms that will hopefully be 
ready for review and discussion at the fall Superintendents' meeting. 

Many park visitors have asked numerous questions and paid compliments 
concerning the 'antiques' displayed in our trading posts. We all owe a 
debt of gratitude to Parks Director Ray Sisk for his enthusiastic efforts 
in procuring and exhibiting these interesting items. They certainly add 
a rustic touch'. 

A word of congratulations is in order for the park personnel for the 
cleanliness of the parks this summer. Freddie and I have been in and 
out of every park recently, and both of us have remarked how neat and 
litter-free the parks have been. 

We're already making plans to improve our operations next year, and we're 
looking forward to working with each of you again. 

RALPH RABON, Merchandising Assistant 



THE LAST WATCH 

Just a few more hours and this young man's attention will have to 
switch from swimmers and the water to books and the blackboard. 

The swimming season is over for another year. The season ended with only 
one drowning in a protected area while lifeguards were on duty. There 
were two other drownings in unprotected areas. This record is a marked 
improvement over recent years, but we cannot say that we have had a good 
year until we have no drownings. 

Many people played a part in improving our water safety record; District 
Superintendents, Park Superintendents, Rangers, and we will never know how 
many lives were saved by the alertness of our lifeguards in their efforts 
to prevent accidents. 

SESQUI WINS AGAIN'. Attendance records indicate that Sesquicentennial 
State Park led all other fresh-water swimming areas again this year. 
Other biggies in order of their finish were Cheraw, Table Rock, Paris 
Mountain, Myrtle Beach (pool), and Poinsett. 

JOE FRANK WATSON, Operations Assistant 
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BALD CYPRESS 

We have some bald things in this state - the side of Table Rock, Eagles, 
Cheraw's Superintendent and the Bald Cypress Tree. The Bald Cypress is 
named because it's a member of one of the three cone-bearing tree families 
that sheds its leaves in the fall. 

Bald Cypress used to be a dominant tree in coastal swamps and river bottoms 
from Maryland to Texas. Most everyone has seen an eerie, silent swamp. 
They are awesome places with "knees" jutting out of the dark water and 
Spanish moss draped over the trees. The knees of the cypress are out
growths of the submerged root system. They grow up to the high-water 
level and furnish air for the submerged roots as well as additional sup
port for the trees. They do not form when a cypress grows on dry land. 

Cypress has an exceptional ability to withstand rot in soil, water or from 
exposure. It is demand for water tanks (yes, Taylor, the one behind your 
house is cypress), boats, shingles and coffins. 

The Bald Cypress is free from insect pests but gets a fungus which fills 
the wood with holes. This is called "pecky" cypress and it is used for 
paneling dens and family rooms. You can also see it on the shutters of 
our new trading posts. 

BOB PAPENFUS, Chief Naturalist 

THE 'BEECH NOT' COP 

The summer of 1969 saw the beginning of what was to become a tradition 
with the playing of the first annual Beech-Nut Cup Carpet Golf Tournament 
at Oconee and Table Rock State Parks. 

The 1972 edition saw Table Rock's team jump into a seven stroke lead after 
the first eighteen holes. However, the team from Oconee found things more 
to their liking when they returned home. Cheered on by a crowd in excess 
of three hundred people, Oconee overcame the early Table Rock lead to win 
the tournament by 27 strokes. 

Qualifying rounds are held at both parks to determine the staff members 
that will represent their respective parks. Each park sends four repre
sentatives to the annual event. The tournament consists of two eighteen-
hold rounds, one at Table Rock and one at Oconee. It has provided a medium 
of friendly competition between two of our most attractive parks. 

The Beech-Nut Cup, a brass spittoon mounted on a mahogany base, will be 
retained by the staff at Oconee State Park. Oconee kept its record 
unblemished in the four-year history of the event by coming from behind 
to win this year. Our condolences are extended to Table Rock for never 
having been able to break into the winner's column, and our congratulations 
to Oconee for their success and for the interest that has been created 
among the staff. 

DANNY TURPIN, Chief Recreator 



STATE PARKS 
CONSTRUCTION CREW 

Have you ever watched the construction of a building project? The first 
thing normally done is the clearing away of all the underbrush, shrubbery 
and trees, leaving an unsightly bare area. This may be necessary in 
commercial building to reduce the cost of construction, but it is far 
from desirable in State Parks. Foremost in the mind of each Construction 
Crew member is the preservation of our natural assets, and every attempt 
is made in the planning, design and construction of a facility to protect 
the natural environment. "Is it worth it?" you may ask. With our goal 
in the Parks System of presenting a natural environment accessible to all 
park visitors, we think that the extra time and effort spent in the pro
tection of nature's assets is worthwhile. 

In the early planning stages of the 1968 Bond Issue Program it was recog
nized that specialized construction forces would be needed to accomplish 
the task of upgrading our Parks System. As soon as funds were available, 
the Construction Crew was organized with the necessary equipment to build 
picnic and camping areas and to upgrade the present use areas. This has 
proven to be a wise move. With the completion of more than 600 campsites, 
we believe that the quality of work is far beyond what is available through 
contracted construction. What is our secret of success? It is not that 
we have better or newer equipment , but it is the dedication of each crew 
member to his job and the keen interest that each one takes in doing his 
best. Without this heartfelt interest in the work that is being done, 
the results would be no better than could be expected from any other 
contractor. 

The Crew, consisting of Harvey Johnson, Oscar Kelly, George Mitchell, Sam 
White and Omega Young, is headed by J. R. Altman, who is assisted by Bobby 
Altman. The Altman brothers came from the Georgia Parks System, bringing 
with them a broad background in landscape and beautification work. Their 
patience and efforts in training members of the Construction Crew have 
made it the efficient working unit it is today. Not all the time spent 
in the parks is at work since the crew normally lives in a park while 
working there. The favorite leisure activity is fishing for fun and food, 
and on a recent outing, J.R. and Bobby "skunked" the remainder of the crew, 
21 to 41 

With only four of twenty-one camping areas remaining to be constructed and 
the completion of the 1968 Bond Issue Program drawing near, plans are 
already being made for the rebuilding and beautification of our well-used 
picnic, camping and play areas. This effort of the Construction Crew is 
being eagerly anticipated by each Park Superintendent, who has a long list 
of pet projects that he wants to get accomplished. 

JOE FARROW, Chief of Construction 



1. Equipment won't always do the job. Harvey Johnson and Sam White spread 
dirt around the comfort station in the camping area at Lee State Park. 

2. Bobby Altman, Foreman, checks out the 570 motor-grader to be sure that 
the needed maintenance has been carried out. 

3. Omega Young splices wires in an electrical junction box. 

4. Hunting Island Superintendent Tillman Erwin and Construction Superin
tendent J. R. Altman inspect clearing work by George Mitchell on the small 
bulldozer. 
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KNOW YOUR STATE PARKS 
In the past issues, the History Section has tried to convey both historical 
fact and fancy about our state parks. Now, we would like to present a quiz 
that is more "up-to-date" —- naming the superintendents and their parks. 
Try to fill in the blanks and see how well you know your State Park Family. 

1. Taking care of the Hunting Island Lighthouse is Superintendent 

2. Leroy Smith is in charge at State Park. 

3. Helping to develop a park at Lake Murray is 

4. Superintendent Louis Hall had an archeology crew recently at 
State Park. 

5. Keeping the fishermen happy at Santee State Park is Superintendent 

6. Superintendent Bobby Turner saw a record-breaking attendance at 
State Park this summer. 

7. Keeping the Cloggers dancing at Oconee State Park is 

8. Van W. Press ley is in charge at State Park. 
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WOODS' BAY 
The Division of State Parks will soon be going to the drawing board to 
plan a new kind of park. The tentative plans call for the development 
of a "natural park" at Woods' Bay in Sumter County. By the term "natural" 
we mean that the area will maintain all the natural features conducive to 
the habitat of most all the native wildlife. 

Much interest has been stimulated in the area because it is called a bay. 
Bays have fascinated geologists for years as they ponder their creation. 
The elliptical-shaped depressions, all situated so that the longer axis 
has approximately a northwest-southeast direction, usually will feature 
a mound of white sand on the southeastern end. The theories of their 
creation range from a meteor's crashing into the South Carolina coastal 
plains to the movement of the Gulf Stream when the ocean covered this 
portion of the world. One theory maintains that the bays served as nests 
for sea monsters to lay their eggs. It is interesting to note that they 
vary in size from a few feet up to three miles. 

These bays are vanishing from the face of South Carolina because it has 
been found that they could be cleared, drained and developed into excel
lent farm land. This is where we hear echoes of ecology movements pro
testing with such statements as "Save the animals... Save the forest... 
and save whatever's left to be saved." Perhaps rightly so and with Woods' 
Bay, PRT has the opportunity to set a perfect example. 

Survey reports indicate that one can find almost any animal native to the 
Southeastern United States in Woods' Bay. Woods' Bay may hold the dis
tinction of being one of the few remaining areas where a person can find 
a natural habitat for all kinds of wildlife. As a matter of fact, the 
Ivory-Billed Woodpecker, thought to be extinct, is reported to have been 
sighted in the bay. 

The white man's history of Woods' Bay goes back possibly in excess of 
175 years, as evidenced by mill sites which have been located on the 
property. Still existing today is a mill pond which is marked in the 
Mill's Atlas. The bay is named after a Mr. Woods who built the pond by 
damming two sides in the southern bay area and creating a spillway to 
turn the water wheels for milling operations. 

Logging operations were carried out in the area in later years, the remains 
of which can be used to the park's advantage. Rails were used to carry the 
logs out of the bay and aerial photographs lend substance to the fact that 
they may still remain. If so, they may be converted into nature trails 
that could possibly lead to a stand of virgin timber. 

Needless to say, the Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism is 
expecting a great deal from the development of this tract -- Woods' Bay. 

Michael C. Stevens 
Historic Research Coordinator 
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DISTRICT I 

District 1 has had a very good season except for the normal problems 
of vandalism and the increasing problem of securing both permanent and 
seasonal personnel. We have hired Charles G. Cumbee as Ranger I at 
Givhans Ferry and still need a Groundskeeper at Old Dorchester. We 
have completed another summer season without any drownings in the super
vised swimming areas. 

My thanks go out to all personnel that contributed to this very success
ful season. 

NORMAN B. COOLER, District Superintendent 

DISTRICT II 

Needless to say, this has been the best season for the parks since they 
came under the Department of Parks, Recreation & Tourism, with signifi
cant increases in park visitation and revenue. Some of the parks will 
experience a decline in park visitations with the closing of the swimming 
areas and the return to school of students. However, the parks remain 
open year-round, and there is much to do in the fall and winter months. 
Many parks will continue to do a thriving business with rondettes, cabins 
and camping. The winterizing of some of our comfort stations is expected 
to help build our cool-weather camping. The fishing season will pick up 
for many fishermen who have been watching TV in their air-conditioned 
homes during the sweltering summer months. Hikers will be talking our 
nature trails to observe the changing of the seasons as the leaves turn 
and the squirrels and other animals prepare for the winter months that 
lie ahead. 

I want to thank all park personnel in District II for making this past 
season a safe and successful one. Thanks are also due the Central Office 
staff for their cooperation and long hours put in to help us in the field 
to do our job. 

OSCAR KOLB, District Superintendent 

DISTRICT III 

The summer season is over, and autumn is upon us. The Mountain Parks 
are being readied fqr the influx of campers and cabin users who will be 
heading up into the hills to view the fall foliage and to enjoy the cool 
nights and mornings during the months of September, October and November. 
As I look around the area on this second day of September, the sourwood 
have already turned a deep reddish-purple. From all indications we may 
have an unusually colorful and beautiful fall this year. Some years the 
leaves seem to turn brown, dry up and fall off the trees without attain
ing much color. We have an exceptionally lovely autumn about every three 
or four years. Here's hoping that this year we'll have a pretty one. 



All District Three parks have experienced very heavy use this summer, and 
I am certain that there will be new records in both attendance and revenue 
when all the statistics are tallied. Our water safety record has been 
very commendable. Let me pause here to say thanks to all District 3 
personnel for their excellent cooperation and assistance, and for a good 
job well done. 

Superintendent Andrew Kennedy has worked through his first summer season 
at Kings Mountain. Andrew, like the rest of us, may have stumped his 
toe once or twice, but he and all the Rangers at Kings Mountain are to 
be congratulated for the way the park has been kept and operated. I can't 
recall having been at either Andrew Jackson or Chester when Superintendents 
Lew Griffin and Clarence Doster didn't have everything in apple pie order. 
Lew and Clarence, I do appreciate all of your efforts. 

Superintendent Millard Camby at Croft has been away from the park most of 
the summer on sick leave, but Ranger Ray Hayes has done an excellent job 
keeping the park in operation and in good shape. At Paris Mountain Eddie 
Miller and his staff have come through with another fine performance. 
Our sympathy goes out to Fred Belk, Superintendent at Rose Hill, for the 
loss of the Gasque House by fire. This was quite a blow to Fred, who had 
worked hard helping to reconstruct the house. 

At Pleasant Ridge Leroy Smith, after looking over his new 25-site camping 
area, remarked to State Park Director Ray Sisk that "this thing is just 
getting too big'." However, I know that Leroy is proud of his new camp
ground. Superintendent Mike Hendrix has made it through the summer at 
Table Rock, and I am sure that Mike has learned a great deal at this 
popular park. My sincere appreciation to Mike for the good job he has 
done. At Oconee there has been nothing but compliments for the very 
fine job Superintendent Bob Cothran and his staff have done this summer. 
Jim Rinehart and Herbert Jones are well pleased with the use of the new 
swimming facilities at Sadlers Creek, and I am sure that next summer will 
bring even heavier use of this fine park. At the time of this writing 
Bud Garland at Roper Mountain is in the hospital in Greenville. Best 
wishes from all of us for a speedy recovery, Bud. 

ROBERT G. JONES, District Superintendent 

AIKEN 
As our summer season comes to a close, I must say that Aiken State Park 
has truly had a busy and exciting summer. 

The Fourth of July was the high point of our season with an overflow crowd 
of campers, swimmers, picnickers and fishermen. I want to compliment my 
summer help for a job well done during the entire season. I'm sure that 
things would not have run as smoothly without their cooperation. 

There was a good turn-out for our Red Cross swimming classes, conducted 
in the morning for children and in the afternoon for adults. We have 
had an enthusiastic response to the addition of five new bicycles to 
our recreational equipment. Our flat country makes it easy to pedal 
through the beautiful countryside. 

The closing of our swimming lake has been followed by the reopening of 
our fishing lake. This lake has been closed two years for restocking. 
Bring your fishing tackle and come down to Aiken State Park for some 
real good fishing'. 

JAMES H. TAYLOR, Superintendent 



ANDREW JACKSON 

Greetings from Andrew Jackson State Park, the birthplace of Andrew 
Jackson, seventh President of these United States. 

The park has been a very busy place this summer. Our picnic area and 
shelter have received maximum use by church groups, family reunions, 
business firms and individuals. At times there were not enough picnic 
tables for all park visitors to use. We hope that our new picnic and 
camping areas will be completed by the first of the year. Then we should 
be able to handle the overflow crowds. 

Our Ranger, Earl Price, is a patient in the Richland County Memorial 
Hospital at the time of this writing. We are hoping that by press 
time Earl will be back with us and continuing the fine job that he has 
been doing in the past. (Earl was discharged Wednesday, September 13th 
and is back on the job. Ed.) 

Sue Griffin, our curator, has had her hands full conducting tours for 
the many visitors touring the museum. They seem to enjoy watching her 
weave cloth on a 200 year old hand-operated loom. 

The park lake, which was stocked about 2% years ago, has been popular 
with both young and old. The lake was opened in the early spring for 
fishing and several good catches of bream, catfish and large mouth bass 
have been taken. The record catch so far has been a four-pound large 
mouth bass caught by Joey Shute of Monroe, North Carolina. 

We are all looking forward to a busy winter. We have several projects 
on our winter work program that I believe will greatly improve the appear
ance and facilities at our park. 

LEW GRIFFIN, Superintendent 

BAKER CREEK 

The Glorified Loafers camping club from Greenville utilized our new 
reservation policy and reserved campsites for the weekend of August 18. 
Ten families were present for the club campout. 

The Plum Branch Saddle Club used the primitive camping area on the 
weekend of August 18. About 75 persons attended, bringing 35 horses 
with them. They had traveled five hours by horseback that day to reach 
their destination. A barbecue was held Saturday night with special 
guest, Rep. Julius Baggett from McCormick County. 

That same weekend we had a group of biology students from Lincoln Trail 
College, Robinson, Illinois to stop enroute to Florida. The students 
were visiting various parks gathering information for nature study. 



The weekend of August 26 brought the Woodpeckers camping club from North 
Augusta, with thirteen families present. Park attendance has been excel
lent this summer with the camping area staying full most of the time. 
The new facilities at the pavilion have been widely used and appreciated 
by park visitors. 

We were fortunate to have a worship service every Sunday morning, with 
local pastors rotating their services from May through Labor Day. I 
would like to take this opportunity to commend my rangers, Frank Baughman 
and Phil Huggins, for the good job and hard work they have done this 
summer to keep the "show" going. 

The summer personnel did an excellent job keeping the waterfront safe and 
sound. A word of thanks go out to Head Lifeguard Ben Fortson; Lifeguards 
Cary Corbitt and Tommy Brooks; Concession Operators Ginger Patterson and 
Judy Wideman; carpet golf operators JoClaire Hanvey and Grady Musier, 
who also worked as a park aide. 

WAYNE TIMMS, Superintendent 

BARNWELL 

The beginning of the school year has been signalled by the closing of 
the swimming area. Family reunions are continuing at our community 
building. The building is booked up every Sunday through November. 

The Western Square Dance club at Barnwell State Park held its first 
graduation class August 24 for four sets of beginners. A new series 
of lessons for beginners is getting underway this month. The club 
has chosen the name of "Palmetto Squares," but we all manage to have 
a lot of good, clean fun'. The club has been organized and sponsored 
by Harold and June Stelling. 

A "Weight Watchers" program will be conducted at the park for residents 
of the Allendale, Barnwell, Blackville, Bamberg, Denmark and Williston 
areas. I wonder why they chose Barnwell State Park? Oh, well 

Campers came to the park from Columbia, Charleston and all around to 
attend the dance held recently at the community building. We had a 
couple from southern Florida camping with us recently to be close to 
Barnwell, the place that they wanted to be married. 

Dawn Ross, Blackville High School junior, is the first female Senate page 
named by Senator Strom Thurmond. Miss Ross was a substitute lifeguard at 
Barnwell State Park this summer and also assisted at the bathhouse. 

MRS. "BEA" ROSS, Superintendent 
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CHARLES TOWNE LANDING 

The summer of '72 was a welcome success at Charles Towne Landing. Self-
supporting for the first time this summer, the exposition park drew a 
20% increase in visitation over last summer. In the period June-August 
1971, 100,605 persons visited Charles Towne Landing. During the same 
period in 1972 a whopping 120,937 visitors were counted. 

A Charleston-oriented advertising campaign, increased and varied special 
events and established rapport with the local news media have certainly 
increased resident and tourist visitation. 

Ross Hall, the new manager who joined CTL in February, has done a tre
mendous job in helping maintain the park as an esthetic and financial 
success: "Every new facility involved in our present and future plans 
is carefully chosen for its historical, ecological and/or family-
recreational value." 

Added to the park's facilities this summer have been a new information 
center, additional picnic tables as well as a new 50-table picnic area 
overlooking the Ashley River marsh, a children's playground, rental 
kayak-type boats on two lagoons, an attractive arched bridge to replace 
an earthen causeway separating the two lagoons, colorful tables and 
chairs in the plaza and a barnyard contact corral which will be open 
for visitors beginning Labor Day. 

Pat Joyce, new special events coordinator, was certainly busy during the 
summer season. The old-fashioned July 4th celebration was the biggest 
and best event with thousands of visitors joining us for a day of hot 
air balloons, sky divers, battle re-enactments, musical entertainment, 
a crafts fair, field games for children, barbecue and a tremendous fire
works show. July 4th will definitely be an annual celebration at CTL. 

Also popular during the summer has been the "Sunday Afternoon Concert 
in the Plaza" series which has featured entertainment ranging from the 
Richland County Recreation Commission Summer Band to the 63rd Regiment 
of Foot, a local fife and drum corps. 

We're also thinking about applying for justice of the peace and bridal 
consultant licenses. No kidding'. The gardens at CTL have become in
creasingly popular for local weddings, with two held this summer and a 
third scheduled for November. It looks as if this spring at CTL may 
be extremely popular for garden weddings. 

The "Adventure," our replica of a 17th century trading ketch, once again 
proved herself very seaworthy as she sailed past the Battery July 9 on 
her way back from a visit to a Mt. Pleasant shipyard. 

The animal forest remains a favorite with visiting travel writers. After 
visiting with All Dann, director of the Animal Forest, Cecile B. O'Marr 
was exceedingly pleased with the natural habitats and wrote a very com
plimentary article for the July edition of Defenders of Wildlife News. 
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Bobby Ferguson, audio-visuals supervisor, has been getting requests for 
sound tracks of our beautiful movie, "Carolina," One couple from Ohio 
said that they returned to Charleston this year for a second visit 
primarily to see CTL once more and to inquire if they could purchase a 
sound track. We hope to put them on sale in the gift shop in the future. 

Our Labor Day program included performances by the Congaree River Boys 
of Columbia, local pianist Don Russelle and another great fireworks show. 

For the fall and winter months we're planning some movie series which 
were very popular and a steady program of special events. 

We want nothing to destroy the natural beauty and sanctuary atmosphere 
of our park. However, we believe that, with careful planning and ad
ministration, we can offer area residents as well as tourists, more 
recreational activities and learning experiences to enjoy during their 
visit to Charles Towne Landing. 

SUSAN H. DAVIS 
Public Relations Director 

CHERAW 

The end of the season is almost upon us here at Cheraw, and we have had 
a good summer. The overall park use has been up over last year, particu
larly cabin use as some families have been back two and three times. 

Our problems with the sewage system in the new camping area seem to be 
worked out. The nature interpretive center was well received this year, 
thanks to Buff Roberson, who did an excellent job as Naturalist and 
Recreator. We had a hayride almost every Saturday night and two square 
dances in the recreation building, which were enjoyed by campers and 
cabin users. A pat on the back to Clemson interns Mike Ausherman and 
Larry Orr for helping Buff to arrange and present these programs. 

The lifeguards have done an excellent job this summer, making 15 swimming 
rescues from the 28,000 swimmers during the season. Credit should go to 
the watchful eyes of our Waterfront Director, Charles Latimer. He has 
been our W.D. for the past two years, and has worked in that capacity at 
Lee and Poinsett State Parks. Regretfully, this is his last year as he 
graduates from Clemson and will be going in the Air Force. 

Having a good hard-working staff really made the summer season a smooth 
one. Jeff Harvey, Ed Estridge, Jim Ivey and Danny Odom worked long, 
hard hours without complaining. Some of them were new to parks work, 
but they pitched in and worked like old pros. 

LARRY E. ADAIR, Superintendent 



CHESTER 
We've had a big summer, with three horse shows in the new arena. It 
was built by the 4-H Club and the Young Farmers. A recent addition to 
this fine facility was a judges' stand, replacing a large tent that 
had been used in the past. 

Several archery shoots have been held on the archery range. The archery 
club is excited over the shelter that is being provided in that area. 
Our new 25-site camping area was opened in August, and we have received 
many compliments from campers. This brings our total camping capacity 
to 45 sites. 

The Chester Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church sponsored a "God 
In Nature Week" at the park. The program, consisting mostly of outdoor 
activities, was termed successful by the church's adult leaders, who 
noted that this is the first time that this type of Bible school had 
been attempted. The children participated in wood crafts, clay modeling, 
construction of bird houses and other nature-related projects. 

CLARENCE DOSTER, Superintendent 

COLLETON WAYSIDE 

The PRT construction crew was busy this spring getting the new campsites 
ready. The camping area was opened the middle of April. TimberForm 
equipment was erected in the picnic area and has been enjoyed by children 
of all ages. 

The Ranger's cottage was rewired and remodeled in June with the help of 
L. M. Kemmerlin, T. M. Shuler, Jr. and Lloyd King. Several projects have 
been outlined for our winter work program, such as clearing undergrowth, 
repairing buildings, etc. 

Campers have been trying their hand at fishing in the Edisto River, but 
the weather has been too hot. Everyone is looking forward to the autumn 
season. David Bailey has been a welcome addition as Groundskeeper. 

JAMES STOCKMAN, Superintendent 

CROFT 

Fishing participation has been very good; Mr. Sam Watson won a cash prize 
with his catch of a nine-pound, two-ounce bass. Other things being caught 
at Croft are pretty brides. Joe Gunshore used our lakeside shelter for 
the nuptials, and Judge Davenport heard the vows. Senior citizens have 
been enjoying the serenity of the park through a Day Camp sponsored by the 
Zonta Club of Spartanburg. Campers this summer have been highly compli
mentary of our state park system. 
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A recent clipping from the Spartanburg Herald by Mrs. Bill Compton reads: 
"The new proposed improvements of Union Street and Cedar Springs Road to 
below the School for the Deaf and Blind calls for a new road name. Why 
not call this road the Croft State Park Highway? We have a beautiful state 
park of which we all should be proud. This road would lead out to it and 
would help advertise our wonderful recreational area." Not a bad ideal 

(Former Superintendent Millard Camby has resigned to enter private 
business. We welcome former Croft Ranger Ray Hayes in his new position 
as Superintendent, and wish him well. Ed.) 

DREHER ISLAND 

Dreher Island is on the move toward development with the formulating of 
plans for the first phase. A test well has been drilled, campsites have 
been located and trees stumped so that the construction crews may move 
in when they are ready. 

We have had many interesting visitors on the Island this summer, all of 
whom seem to enjoy our limited facilities for camping and picnicking. 
The Boy Scouts have assisted me in keeping the areas clean, in addition 
to conservation projects such as clearing the hiking trail and digging 
sharp rocks from the shore line. 

Pete Hunt, the "baron of Dreher Island," has been in the hospital with 
cancer and has camped only twice on the island. Pete brings the entire 
Hunt family from Charleston, some fourteen people including his married 
children and his grand-children. Everyone misses the campsites of the 
"Baron," and we hope that he will be out soon living with Mother Nature 
at Dreher Island. 

WALLACE W. BROCK, Ranger 

EDISTO BEACH 

Edisto got through "the season," as the months June through Labor Day 
are mistakenly called. Our "season" could very well extend from the 
first of March through Thanksgiving Day. 

I would like to express my appreciation to Thomas Wooten and Leon 
Langford, the two rangers here, for their patience and hard work this 
summer. I believe that we have doubled our park income over last 
year, and in that year we tripled our income over the previous year. 

Come and see us when you're in the coastal area. 

MARSHALL G. WALDT, Superintendent 

27 



GIVHANS FERRY 

I would like to welcome our new ranger, Charles Cumbee to Givhans Ferry. 

We finally have our camping area completely finished. I recently had a 
camper remark to me that our new restrooms in the camping area were so 
clean they reminded him of a Holiday Inn'. I don't believe that you 
could receive a nicer compliment than that. It makes the hard work of 
running a park easier when you receive compliments from park users. 

With fall just around the corner, we are planning our work program. 
We will have plenty of work to keep us busy. Charles and I will have 
the pleasure (?) of tearing down the old superintendent's residence. 
Do I have any volunteers to help us? Front and center, if you please I 

BILL WIGGINS, Superintendent 

GREENWOOD 
Labor Day is here again, and I'm a little sad and a little glad. I look 
forward to an occasional weekend off with my family, yet I miss the cam
pers, picnickers, swimmers and other park visitors that we have during 
the summer season. Each day during this busy time holds something 
different for us, and most of the people that we meet are the nicest 
that anyone could ever hope to meet. 

The four picnic shelters have experienced good use again this year, with 
all weekends reserved through the month of October. 

Swimming, carpet golf and camping have all showed marked increases. It's 
been a great season'. The recreation activities were enjoyed by all, and 
the attendance was excellent for the Saturday night square dances. I 
can't say enough about the rangers and seasonal personnel. They were all 
just great I 

With the busy season behind us, it's time to give some thought to the 
winter work program and ways to make 1973 an even better year than 1972 
for the people that will be using our parks. 

I'd like to extend an invitation to each of you when you're in this area 
to stop by and say "hello." 

MARSHALL L. BRUCKE, Superintendent 

HUNTING ISLAND 
July brought a distinguished visitor to our park. Joe Frazier, heavy
weight boxing champion of the world, was in Beaufort visiting his family 
and relaxing for a few days. Joe's mother lives on a plantation near 
here, and he brought his family down to enjoy the beach and a picnic 
supper. Everyone who met him was impressed with Joe's friendliness and 
pleased with his compliments concerning the park. 
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Hurricane Agnes, which did so much damage in many states during June, 
brought only high winds and heavy rainstorms our way. No extensive 
damage was done, but the clean-up of debris took several days. Jim and 
Marleen Austin, the couple who served as summer missionaries on the 
Island, returned to their seminary in Texas this week. Many of our park 
visitors took part in the programs and activities presented by this 
couple. 

The number of campers using the park this summer has reached 10,353 and 
the total park visitors 667,374. However, with Labor Day and the opening 
of schools upon us, we are looking toward our winter work program. Plans 
include general repair of all cabins, the building of a nature trail on 
the ridge road to the south end of the Island, general work freshening up 
the shop and carpet golf areas, plus many more jobs too numerous to mention. 

Let's give credit where credit is duel If it had not been for Cliff Brady, 
Marshall West, Arthur Brown and Lon Martin, I don't believe that I could 
have made it through the summer'. It is seldom that you work with people 
that you don't have to stand over and tell what to do. They look at work 
like it is play and enjoy it I Not one time has any man frowned on what I 
have asked of him. The extra effort they have given is unbelievable. We 
have three Rangers and a P.M.A. here to be proud of. (Let s include the 
superintendent in that group'. Ed.) 

The A-2 personnel have been wonderful also. The lifeguards were very alert 
and saved one life that I know of. Mike Heister is the man to have that 

honor. 

We have had some of the largest crowds that I have ever seen here at Hunting 
Island, yet the people have been well-behaved. There were very few occasions 
that any of us had to correct people. 

TILLMAN A. ERWIN, Superintendent 

CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS AT 
HICKORY KNOB STATE PARK: 
Show building (in fore
ground) and stable building. 
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HUNTINGTON BEACH 

Huntington Beach State Park has had the best season in its history. 
The new camping area and the recreation building have been well used 
and appreciated. Chapel services were held in the recreation building, 
with ministers furnished by Murrells Inlet Baptist Church and priests 
from St. Cyprian's Catholic Church in Georgetown. On behalf of the 
campers and park personnel we wish to thank these organizations for 
conducting these services. 

I would like to welcome our new rangers and their wives to our park 
family -- James Justice, Ranger #11 and his wife Carol, also George L. 
Hargrove, Ranger #1 and wife Nancy and fifteen-month old son George, 
Jr. 

Congratulations are in order for Ranger Glenn Farr for having completed 
a course in Wildlife and Conservation from the North American School of 
Conservation. Glenn studied Game Management, Fish Management, Forestry 
and Park Management, Soil Conservation and Job Opportunities. 

Mrs. Causey, who is in charge of Atalaya, certainly deserves a pat on 
the back. She does her daily duties with much vigor at the tender age 
of 72'. We would all like to commend her for a job well done. 

Our summer employees have done a fine job. Lifeguards Mike Merchant, 
Mike Jordan, Mickey McCabe and Joe Baughnight performed their duties 
well. Cloie Greenway, Nancy Swiney, Larry Hamer, Pam Price and Carol 
Justice did the honors at the trading post. Blanche Jordan, Nancy 
Hargrove and Pam Price brought the refreshment stand through a very 
busy summer. The carpet golf course had a highly successful season 
with Myra Farr, Danny Linder and Frank Greenway as operators. Steve 
Jordan and Ricky Suggs were our park aides, and they certainly did their 
part to make the park look neat. 

I would also like to express my appreciation to naturalist Pat Probst 
for the good job he did here at Huntington Beach. During one of our 
alligator feeds a family from New York stopped to watch Pat in action. 
The family's poodle jumped out of the car and decided to take a swim. 
Old Grandaddy Alligator spotted the poodle and moved slowly toward him. 
Just before he reached the dog the 'gator went underwater and came up 
with a mouthful of French Poodle. Grandaddy flipped the poodle over 
several times before the dog managed to get free and swim to shore. He 
took off in a dead run and hasn't been seen since. That poodle should 
be back in New York by now, judging from the speed at which it was 
traveling'. 



Here are paragraphs from two letters received recently: "I would like 
to say again that, in all our years of camping in State and National 
Parks, you and your staff were the most courteous, helpful and efficient 
that we have met. You made our stay a most pleasant one." The Rev. 
L. E. Cumbee, Jr., Fayetteville, North Carolina. "My family and I extend 
to you and your fine park patrolmen our heartfelt thanks for all your 
courtesies extended to us during our stay. Among the list of fine 
people, say thank you to Mr. Fred Probst, your park naturalist, with 
whom we spent considerable time. He is a very fine, educated man. 
Also, Mrs. Causey, who was most informative in recapturing the early 
Huntington days at Atalaya." Mr. Henry Rasmussen, Jr., Redding, Conn. 

LEE W. JORDAN, Superintendent 

KINGS MOUNTAIN 

As the summer dwindles down to a few more carefree days, we at Kings 
Mountain, like the rest of the parks system, have had record-breaking 
attendance. Camping leads the list with the campground filled to 
capacity every weekend. Carpet golf is next, with heavy usage by the 
local people and campers. It has been a very busy place I Picnickers 
have used the facilities to their capacity, and family reunions have 
been very popular. Swimming has increased over last year and should 
see even greater use next year. 

We have added several new facilities this year, one being our Trading 
Post. With a decor of antiques from the past, yet with all the 
necessary supplies that a camper needs, it has been a big success. 
Laundry equipment has been installed in the camping area, and has had 
considerable use. All of the park improvements have not been in the 
campground, however. A sixty-stall stable has been constructed in the 
group camp area, and has been used this summer. Our Nature Center was 
completed and opened with the able assistance of our seasonal naturalist 
Dennis Gunter. Dennis must have enjoyed his involvement with this pro
ject, because he has become our Park Management Assistant. We welcome 
him and his wife Jo.-Ann to the park family. 

It has been a very busy summer at Kings Mountain, and it has had its 
rewarding moments. Even though we had our share of personnel turn-over, 
we managed to run things quite smoothly with the help of Assistant 
Superintendent Charles Harrison, Rangers Jake Timms (Mr. Kings Mountain!), 
Cleve Boulware, Mike Jordan and the summer crew. Everyone has done an 
outstanding job. 

DREW KENNEDY, Superintendent 
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LEE 
We have had a very good summer season here at Lee State Park, with no 
injuries or accidents of any sort. We have already surpassed the entire 
year (1971) in every category of park use, with 4 months to go! I would 
like to thank Ranger Allen Harris, Lifeguards Jimmy Latimer, Roland 
Mcintosh, Dan Jones and Mike Pressley, bathhouse attendants Audrey 
Pressley, Frances Latimer and Julie Pressley for a successful season. 

The Hartsville Camping Club and one from Florence has helped put us over 
the top. Jack Smith, Bill Smith, Fred Shaw, Tom Jordan, Dick Wisenhunt, 
Howard Gandy, Happy Malphrus and Dick Jones are some of our most frequent 
campers ... thanks, fellows. 

The Hanes plant will be holding their annual picnic later this month. 
They usually have about 1,200 people and everyone manages to have a good 
time. We have six more reunions scheduled, then a little rest, I hope! 
Y'all come to Lee and see a pretty park! 

FIELD DAY '72 

Sunday, September 3rd marked the successful conclusion of a one-day rec
reation experiment at Lee State Park. Seasonal recreation and nature 
programs are offered during the summer months at eleven state parks. 
However, much thought and planning has prompted an experiment to provide 
special recreation programs at some of the nineteen state parks without 
organized summer programs. "We selected Lee State Park as the site of a 
one-day program to determine if such events would be successful at other 
South Carolina state parks," said Danny Turpin, Chief Recreator with PRT's 
Division of State Parks and Recreation. 

In excess of twenty-two hundred persons showed up for the day's activities 
which included table tennis tournaments, foot races, free-throw shooting, 
nature scavenger hunts, sack races, bicycle races, an egg toss and a 
horseshoe-pitching tournament. Other activities included volleyball, bas
ketball, swimming and pedal boat rides. Tubs of dye and shirts were availabl 
for those who wanted to "tie and dye" a T-shirt. Prizes and awards included 
pedal boat rides and season swimming passes good for the entire 1973 season. 

"This event was our way of thanking Lee County residents for their support 
and usage of the facilities at Lee State Park," said Superintendent Van 
Pressley. 

Equipment was provided for all events with the exception of the bicycle 
races. Most of the people brought picnic lunches and enjoyed good food 
and fellowship around the tables in the picnic area. State PRT staff 
members Pearce Thomson, Janson Cox and Joe Frank Watson assisted with some 
of the events. Coordinator of the day's events was Alan Seal of Green
ville, who was employed this summer as a recreator/naturalist at Poinsett 
State Park. 

VAN W. PRESSLEY, Superintendent 





LITTLE PEE DEE 

Recently we had a delegation of men from the Philippine Islands, each 
one a governor of a province in their homeland. These people were 
sponsored by the Pee Dee Electric Cooperative, Inc. of Marion and Dar
lington and were touring the United States on an exchange program. 

We knew about a week in advance that they were coming, and (of course) 
the park was spotlessly clean and sparkling. It was my pleasure to take 
them on a tour of the park showing trees, wildlife and facilities. Most 
of the men appeared to be highly educated and spoke perfect English. 
Many questions were asked and I hope that I gave them the correct answers I 

Ralph Rabon will be pleased to learn that all of them were "carried away" 
with the popcorn and Chilly-Willy and spent a few dollars while here. I 
gave each one a postcard of Little Pee Dee and a number of brochures. 

Governor Alfonso L. Umali of the province of Oriental Mindoro invited me 
to be his guest on his plantation in the Philippines. He told me that 
his $50,000 yacht would be at my disposal on his 8,000 acre lake. I did 
not ask him, but it occurred to me that he must own the entire province 
of Mindoro'. 

A first for Little Pee Dee'. We had a group of Cub Scouts stop by recently 
to spend the night on their way from Philadelphia to Disney-World. We have 
had groups such as this before, but not in a chartered Greyhound bus I Not 
knowing whether the driver could get the bus into the camping area, I asked 
him to look the situation over before attempting to drive in. He did and 
stated that he could make it. "If I don't put it in a campsite I'll back 
it out, and I've had to do that before," he said confidently. That driver 
was truly amazing I He put that Greyhound bus in campsite #20 without 
grazing a single tree'. The next morning he had to make a right-angle 
turn coming out of the campground, and he accomplished this feat without 
hitting anything. All of this maneuvering was done at night since they 
arrived at 9:30 p.m. and left at 5:30 a.m. The group had reservations at 
Disney-World that night and I am confident that they made it with this 
driver. 

Now we have had every type of vehicle from a bicycle to a Greyhound bus 
in our camping area'. 

LAFON NORTON, Superintendent 

MYRTLE BEACH 

Our summer season is over and our fishing season is about to begin. 
Merl Rhodes, our Pier Manager is looking forward to topping last year's 
revenue from the Pier. We have already had good catches of flounder 
off the Pier, and that's a sure sign that the fishing will be excellent 
this fall. 



We have had a great staff this summer of both permanent and seasonal 
personnel. The park wouldn't have run as smoothly as it did without 
their help and cooperation. Our campers were very pleased with the 
new policy of keeping the park gate open until midnight, but we still 
had a number of people parking outside and walking in. 

Paul Ross, one of our A-2 employees, took a permanent job as Ranger. 
We welcome him to the park family and wish him well. Larry Duncan, our 
Park Management Assistant, has done a fine job this summer, and we will 
hate to lose him at the end of his training period. He has assisted 
with a number of the recreation and nature programs. 

Again I would like to thank all the employees who helped Myrtle Beach 
State Park to have a good season. 

ROBERT J. TURNER, Superintendent 

Park visitors appreciate a helping hand. Patricia B. Owens, lifeguard 
at Myrtle Beach State Park's pool, helps a youngster adjust his flippers 



OCONEE 

We have experienced the biggest season ever here at Oconee, Camping has 
been the item with the most increase both in attendance and revenue. 
Many thanks to the staff for helping to make this such a successful 
season. 

I would like to list some of the things that have happened for the first 
time: 1, Camping area filling up almost every Thursday night 2. Carpet 
golf taking in $802 the week of July 9 and $729 the week of June 25 
3, Camping area receipts totalling about $2,000 per week 4. A man 
walking across the ball field with a rattlesnake in his hands; his son 
walking beside him with another rattlesnake wrapped up in a shirt and 
tied on a stick. 5. An estimated 1,000 persons at the Friday night 
square dance the weekend of July 4th, 

BOB C0THRAN, Superintendent 

Louie Ridley, Ranger at Oconee, puts the finishing touches on a duck and 
geese feeder to be placed in the park lake. 
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OLD DORCHESTER 

Old Dorchester has had a variety of new happenings this summer. Our 
first and most important news is the extensive digging that has been 
done inside the fort area by an archeologist. This digging involves 
a very precise procedure, consequently the fort area had to be closed 
to the public. A platform was constructed outside the fort wall to 
enable visitors to view the work being done on the inside. A number of 
artifacts dating back to the early days of the fort were found during the 
course of the study. Additional research will be done this fall. 

We have had twice as many visitors this year as last, mainly resulting 
from publicity in a number of newspapers about the research project. 
Various schools had picnics and recreation activities at the park 
earlier this summer. We were visited quite frequently by personnel 
from the Rehabilitation Center. Our most recent group of visitors were 
from four Methodist churches in the area. Their activities included 
dinner on the grounds, several ballgames and evening worship services 
behind the fort. 

We invite everyone to visit the park. We believe that the park offers 
both a glimpse at past history and the opportunity for the relaxation 
of a peaceful day. This we all deserve. 

LOUIS M. HALL, Superintendent 

RIVERS BRIDGE 

The season has begun to complete its cycle at Rivers Bridge. We have 
just completed a most productive three months. Our camping, swimming 
and general park use has been up when compared with last year's totals. 

Our A-2 help, David Abel, Anna Crosby, Gordon Dannelly, May Copeland, 
June Donnelly, Linda Bishop, Joy Abel and Lavonda King have performed 
yeomen service in helping to keep Rivers Bridge a clean, safe and en
joyable place to relax and enjoy the outdoors. They have also conducted 
swimming classes, ping-pong tournaments and badminton contests and 
assisted with our archery and body-building courses. 

We received five bicycles in July, and they have been used quite exten
sively. Our new basketball goal and TimberForm equipment have survived 
the relentless use of our young visitors. The new rest station and picnic 
area, located near the swimming pool, has drawn considerable praise from 
all our park visitors. 

Ranger Joe Evans and I are looking forward to getting started on our 
winter work program. We have a lot of things planned that we believe 
will increase our park use even higher next year. I hope that all of 
you will stop by and see us when you are vacationing this winter. 

JAMES B. KING, Superintendent 



PARIS MOUNTAIN 

Many times this past summer. I have been told by park users how nice the 
camping area was, how clean the picnic shelters were and how neat all 
grassed areas looked. Well, there is a reason for this — a lot of 
hard work and three darn good rangers. My thanks go out to Rangers Don 
Elliott, Mike Davis and Walter Evans for a job well done. (The photo 
of Superintendent Miller and one of the rangers in the August issue 
incorrectly identified the ranger as Walter Evans. It should have read 
Mike Davis. Sorry about that'. Ed.) 

My daughter Betty finished her last swimming class September 1st. She 
has been teaching all summer, and in adding up all of her skill sheets 
I find that she has taught 193 boys and girls to swim this summer I That 
is a pretty good summer's work, along with her other duties! (Pardon 
me while I pick my shirt buttons off the floor'.) 

"For the love of Mike!" When you holler Mike at Paris Mountain you 
might get all kinds of answers. There is Ranger Mike Davis and summer 
personnel Mike Humphries, Mike Neas and Mike Hollifield, not to mention 
Michael Angelo Watts. To add another, Ranger Walter Evans has a son 
named Mike! 

Lifeguard Michael Angelo Watts was the victim of a summer wedding; the 
lucky girl was Patricia Ann Mays, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James Louis 
Mays of Greenville. Mike, a graduate of Greenville TEC in welding, is 
a son of Mrs. Kathrine M. Watts of Piedmont and the late Wister Dick 
Watts. The best of everything to both of you from all of us at Paris 
Mountain, Mike and Patricia'. 

A wet holiday.. .Business was booming, the park was full and everyone was 
having a ball when about 3:30 p.m. July 4th the wind got up, the sky turned 
black and the storm hit full force. Needless to say, that did it'. By 
about 5 p.m. we had the park to ourselves as everyone had gotten soaked and 
had gone home to dry out. On July 5th the weather was the same as the 
afternoon before, and for the first time this summer we had no swimmers! 

So you don't think we have any nice bass in Lake Placid at Paris Mountain 
State Park? Well, ask Mr. and Mrs. Fred Parker of 1511 Center Street, 
Columbia. They were camping in the park the week of July 4th, and on 
his first cast July 3rd Mr. Parker landed a two-pound bass. Later the 
same day he pulled one in that weighed 3% pounds. The Parkers stayed for 
several days but didn't top the first day's catch! 

The second annual Raft Race was held at Paris Mountain, sponsored by 
radio station WHYZ. Headquarters for the race was picnic shelter #1, 
where the station was conducting a remote broadcast from 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Prize for the adult class winner was a trail bike, while the 
winner of the children's class took a mini-bike home! There were quite 
a few entries, and naturally we saw every type and size of raft imaginable. 
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As some of you probably know, the Atlanta Falcon football team holds their 
practice sessions on the athletic field at Furman University. Talk about 
some beef on the hoof — boy, they are big' They had an outing for the 
team July 28 in our new picnic area, using shelters A and B. They all 
had fun and disposed of 200 pounds of T-bone steaks in the meantime,, 
Everyone had such a good time that they came back again on August 2 with 
the same menu. That was the Tuesday before they played their first 
exhibition game with San Diego. They told us that if they beat the 
Chargers they would be back again. We haven't seen them since. I 
wonder who won? 

The Southeastern Karate Institute of Greenville goes through their 
exercises at Paris Mountain State Park's waterfront area. This school 
trained here each Thursday about 7:30 p.m. after the swimming area was 
closed. A number of spectators have been showing up to watch the 
students go through their exercise routine. 

EDDIE H„ MILLER, Superintendent 
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PLEASANT RIDGE 

Pleasant Ridge has some new additions -- twenty-five campsites,, After 
several weeks of dust, dirt, gravel and noise, they were completed the 
last week in August, The sites were christened by several out-of-state 
families just prior to the Labor Day weekend. 

The end of the season is approaching, and we at Pleasant Ridge consider 
that we had a successful summer. Our swimming classes, taught by Mr, 
Johnie Devore, were very successful. We had participants that passed 
both beginner and intermediate levels of swimming. Four students out 
of twelve successfully completed a lifesaving class. Anthony Mitchell, 
one of these students, worked the remainder of the summer at Pleasant 
Ridge. This is the third summer that Mr. Devore has taught our swimming 
classes. He is a patient but thorough instructor, qualifications which 
have gained him a good reputation in the Cleveland and Slater-Marietta 
area. 

Mike Coggins, our new ranger, has really been a lifesaver for me this 
summer. By assuming some of the responsibility, he allowed me to have 
more time for other things and to work on reports. Thank you, Mike. 
Mike and his wife Krissy have a new addition to their family. A girl, 
Michelle, was born to them since they came to Pleasant Ridge. 

I would like to thank my summer employees — Mr. Johnie Devore, Maurice 
Adair, Anthony Mitchell and Randall Cruell -- for their cooperation 
this summer. Mike and I are still looking after the Wildcat Wayside 
Park. It is attracting many picnickers and even some campers. 

(This report was edited by Superintendent Smith's daughter Jackie, who 
is a 1972 graduate of Furman University.) 

LEROY L. SMITH, Superintendent 

Mr. Johnie DeVore, swimming instructor, gives instructions to- class 
before entering the water. 
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POINSETT 

Well, the summer season is almost over, with records indicating the 
best season in the park's history. Our summer operation has been very 
smooth except for the problems that always seem to arise with the 
coming of summer. There has been a 257, increase in revenue this year, 
and we're looking for a greater increase next year. 

Camping has also increased over last year and we believe that our 
Saturday night dance has help us in that respect. We have had a lot 
of campers, cabin users and local people in attendance, and have 
received many compliments. The band that plays for us is called the 
"Embers," a great group of people. They will be playing at Santee 
State Park for a dance at the N.C.H.A. Fall Camp-out, and we're looking 
forward to that event. 

Alan Seale, our park naturalist, did a tremendous job this summer at 
Poinsett. The interpretive center of Bob Papenfus has received lots 
of praise from visitors. Alan made several rattlesnake belts this 
summer — quite an accomplishment. Thanks, Alan, for a real good job 
this summer. 

To Rangers Bullard, Washington, Brown and Thompson goes my thanks for 
doing such outstanding work. I've had to call on these men all summer 
to perform unpleasant chores, but they take it all in stride. Campground 
raking is an unpleasant task each week, but all the compliments that we 
receive from campers about the neatness of the park makes all the sore 
muscles feel much better. 

The swimming operation has been successful under the watchful eyes of 
lifeguards David Eron, Jimmy Eron, Roger Ardis and Wayne Potter. All 
in all it's been a good summer, but I'm looking forward to the winter 
work program. 

HORACE CRAIG, Superintendent 

(The following note was written on the back of a Woolworth's receipt and 
left at Poinsett State Park: "Sept. 12 - We really appreciated the 
clean, warm rest rooms and good parking area. Thank you. South Carolina 
sure knows how to treat their visitors'." Mr. and Mrs. Grimm, Cedar Lake, 
Indiana. Ed.) 

When I transferred to Poinsett on the 22nd of April, it seemed like an 
impossible task to prepare the park for the summer season. The untimely 
death of Mr. Ardis and the shortage of one ranger had set the work pro
gram back several weeks. Also, the transfer of Mr. Parkman to Columbia 
and the arrival of Horace Craig as the new superintendent required a 
transition period. However, after many long days the work was completed 
and everything was ready by the beginning of the summer season. After 
the crowds started arriving and the many compliments started pouring in, 
the long days were remembered as not really being so long after all. 
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Mr. Craig and I have had to rely heavily upon the able shoulders of James 
Washington and Dave Thompson during our transition period as new members 
of the Poinsett staff. The arrival of John Brown in June has also helped 
us to keep up with the increasing demands of larger crowds. Speaking of 
larger crowds, with the summer season two-thirds over, Poinsett is well 
on its way to completing the best season ever. As of the 32nd week, 
116,140 visitors have enjoyed the facilities of the PRETTIEST PARK IN 
THE SYSTEM'. We reached our peak on the 4th of July with 8,212 visitors. 
Weekly reports reflect increases in all of the major areas. 

Our A-2 help has been nothing but the best. Lifeguards Paul Cannon, 
Dave Eron, Roger Ardis and Wayne Potter have really had their hands 
full with the increased number of swimmers. Sandy Ardis and Robbie 
McCombs have been jumping in the Bath House. Park attendants Sandford 
Weaver and Jimmy Eron are becoming die-hard ecologists after picking up 
so much trash. Mrs. Ardis and Ronnie Ford, our concession stand opera
tors, have spent most of their salaries on foot-soothing medications. 

We were fortunate in obtaining a Country and Western band, "The Embers," 
to agree to play in the campground on Saturday nights. The crowds have 
increased each week, and at least three campers this past weekend said 
that they made the trip to the park just for the dance. Local residents 
from Wedgefield, Pinewood and Shaw Air Force Base have been contacting 
the park for permission to attend the dance. 

It now seems that our only problem is to find a larger facility to accommo
date the crowds. A community building would be the answer to the problem, 
and would also be a tremendous asset to meet the social needs of the rural 
communities near Poinsett State Park. I have had the privilege of meeting 
and getting to know more of the local citizens at these dances than in all 
the other activities combined. 

We have been getting a headstart on the winter work program in between the 
many workloads of the summer season. We have found time to roof the old 
foreman's residence, lay a walk at the superintendent's residence, install 
new drain fields at Burnt Gin and Mill Creek group camps, modify the boat 
dock to accommodate more boats and clear the overlook area for a parking 
lot and circle. 

Mr. Craig has some terrific ideas for the winter work program-. We should 
have much more to offer the public next year and should continue to grow 
in popularity with the surrounding area. 

In would be impossible to close the article without commenting about the 
compliments of the public. I have been with the parks system just over 
one year. Since arriving at Poinsett I have heard nothing but praise 
from our visitors. Someone walks up daily to say how pretty and clean 
the park is and to express their thanks. It is a mighty pleasing experi
ence and makes everything worthwhile. After all, this is what it iff all 
about. 

BILL BULLARD, Ranger 



PRT personnel observe a demonstration of a Vermeer hydraulic tree 
spade. This recent acquisition will be used in future park land
scaping work. The spade has the capability of digging holes for 
planting (foreground) and transplanting trees that would otherwise 
have to be cut down. 

ROSE HILL 

As the summer is coming to an end, we have had a successful year. 
There have been a number of people bringing groups for picnics and 
enjoying the quiet and peaceful atmosphere. They have complimented 
us on the beauty of the house and grounds, but have complained because 
we have no recreation activities or campsites. Some of the visitors 
had driven at least 100 miles out of their way, thinking that they 
could camp for the night. 

Preparations are being made at this time of year for the primitive 
bow and arrow hunt, one of our biggest game hunts. We are located 
in the Sumter National Forest, and this is reserved for deer hunting 
in our county. People from other states are inquiring where they 
can set up to be ready for these hunts. 

Our records indicate that we have had an increase in our attendance 
this year, with visitors coming from all parts of the United States 
and several foreign countries. 

FRED H. BELK, Superintendent 
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SADLERS CREEK 
Thank goodness Labor Day has finally arrived and everything is slowing 
down a bit at Sadlers Creek! This, without a doubt, has been the best 
summer for this park. Our revenue is some 60 percent above last year 
with three months remaining. More important is the fact that we have 
facilities to serve a wider variety of interests. 

Ranger Herbert Jones and the summer staff did an outstanding job. We 
had some amusing incidents, such as the little boy that didn't want to 
wear his swimming trunks and broke away from his mother. He led her a 
merry chase for a few minutes and it was quite a sight seeing him scam
pering around in his birthday suit'. 

We received considerable support from the surrounding communities. One 
man donated shrubbery to put around the bathhouse, the local Red Cross 
chapter lined up swimming classes for most of the summer and the Saluda 
Baptist Association not only provided speakers for Sunday morning ser
vices but had a summer employee who presented programs on Saturday 
evenings. He brought youth choirs from several churches in the associ
ation to present concerts of modern music. They also featured comedy 
skits and group singing, which were enjoyed by all in attendance. 

This summer we had new country & western bands at the park for dances. 
The Carolina Chapparels, a group that played for us the past two years, 
has moved ahead to bigger engagements. They appear on television and 
play for some of the Grand Ole Opry stars when those groups have shows 
in this area. Bands in the Anderson area are plentiful and we can usually 
find one that would like to come out. 

We are hoping that our new camping area will be finished for use by next 
spring. With that and other improvements, Sadlers Creek should have an 
even bigger season next summer. In the meantime, we won't be too busy 
to stop and visit with anyone who stops by. If you are in our neck of 
the woods, come to see us. 

JAMES RINEHART, Superintendent 

SANTEE 
Labor Day is just around the corner and visitation is gradually slowing 
down because many schools are beginning early this year. 

Use of the Rondettes has been good all season. Reservations for August 
were slack until a news release in the leading newspapers flooded us 
with requests. Reservations are now coming in at a steady pace. 

Our new 100-site camping area has received excellent use, especially on 
the weekends. The new floating docks at the new tackle shop and the 
eight floating docks for the pier-based rondettes have been installed. 
Receipts have increased considerably since the Tackle Shop was moved 
from the Grill to the boat ramp. 

Fishing has slowed down a bit because of the humid weather we've been 
having lately. However, there have been some nice catches of bream 
using crickets and popping bugs. 



The "Village Round" has proven to be extremely popular. We've had such 
groups as U.S. Rubber (on several occasions), Field Enterprises, the 
Governor's Office, and various divisions of the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue using the Round and all the rondettes that they could reserve. 
In addition, we've had reservations for 25-year anniversaries, birthdays 
and other similar festive occasions for the use of this fine facility. 

Bob Mankin, our Rondette Manager, is no longer with us. Bob is now 
working with the planning and construction of the new zoo for Columbia. 
He was replaced by Don Holloway. Don was at Sesqui, and we're very 
happy to have Don, his wife Bernice (our Rondette Clerk) and their 
daughter Pam with us. 

We're expecting some 300 families of N.C.H.A. camping clubs here the 
third weekend in September for their Fall Camp-out. We have much to do 
in preparation for this event. (In excess of 200 units were at Santee 
the 15th through the 17th. Some 650 persons had a grand time, and Ted 
wishes to thank all the "blue shirts" from the Columbia office for their 
assistance. Ed.) 

We're looking forward to a good Labor Day weekend and then (maybe) a 
weekend of relaxation for ourselves. 

TED BARBIE, Superintendent 

SESQUICENTENNIAL 

Greetings all ye Park men, tried and true. Or should I say, tired and 
blue? At this writing there are 15 days of swimming left and then we can 
all breathe a bit easier. It has been a very good summer thus far, but I 
think we are all ready for a change of pace. 

We really got off to a great start this season. Pearce Thomson and Bobby 
Altman came in opening day with the "Ditch Witch" and put a trench and a 
pile of dirt all the way through the day use area. Fortunately only one 
lady fell into the ditch. Except for being embarrased and dirty she was 
uninjured and a real doll about the "hole" thing. We are happy to have 
the cable and pipeline to our new picnic area, so Pearce and Bobby are 
forgiven for their poor timing'. The two new picnic shelters and comfort 
station are already getting heavy use. We hope to get the road paved 
and parking space arranged for that area in the near future. 

An added feature at Sesqui this year has been our Nature Center. Bob 
Papenfus did a beautiful job with his carpentry and decorating talents. 
Ronald Ross, our seasonal naturalist, added his knowledge and imagination 
to pack the place with visitors. When he announced "feeding time" with 
the bull horn there would be a mass exodus from the swimming and picnic 
areas to see a snake swallow a frog, a mouse or another snake. Morbid 
creatures, these animals called people. Ron had never touched a snake 
when he joined us this summer. Before the season was over he was hand
ling them with the professionalism of a serpent charmer in a sideshow. 



I'd like to congratulate our very able Assistant Superintendent "Gus" 
Krajcik and wife Dot who celebrated their 26th wedding anniversary on 
August 17. Also, our new young Ranger, Jim Work and wife Mary who 
celebrated their 1st anniversary August 10. Jim and Mary both have 
birthdays coming up in September. Sincerest wishes that each milestone 
brings more wealth and joy to each of these fine park families. My wife 
and I will observe our 27th anniversary in September. 

One highlight this summer has been the first-class labor provided by the 
front office. To refresh some, and to acquaint others with the "feel" of 
a park and a better understanding of the problems encountered with routine 
activities, Mr. Sisk and each member of his staff worked one Sunday at 
Sesqui as a member of the park crew. They did everything that needed 
doing, including picking up garbage, cleaning comfort stations, painting, 
etc. We can vouch for the fact that the people in the PRT "head shed" 
do have some first-hand knowledge of our needs and problems. Thank you, 
gentlemen, every one, for your contribution to our "Toil Bank" at Sesqui. 
Your efforts were really appreciated and your attitudes were great. 

I also want to acknowledge and thank a very fine A-2 crew for the good 
job they have done. Waterfront Director Dan Knake and the "Sesqui Aqua-
nauts," Kurt Becht, Ed Grainger, Frankie Malloy, Perry Shelley and James 
Westmoreland — for their diligent vigilence on the waterfront. Mrs. 
Louise Paschal and Dottie Krajcik — for the smooth operation of the 
bathhouse. Beth Sisk and Mary Work -- for their tireless efforts to keep 
the pine straw off the carpet golf course. Jim Leinart, for his courteous 
efficiency in greeting, registering and assisting our campers, and for the 
many hours he spent with the maintenance crew. Darryl Barkley, Rick 
Gaddis, Jay Graham and substitute Jimmy Meadors, for all the cleaning, 
mowing and general park maintenance. Mr, Joe Watson, for the excellent 
job in operating our Log House-Gift Shop. 

Last, but most of all, for my wife Ila, who has substituted at practically 
every position from time to time, and is an ever-ready source of support 
on short notice. I'd like to tip my hat to all Park wives for their many 
unpublicized contributions to our Park system. It could be a rough job 
without their patience and support. 

Am getting a cramp in my hand and the pencil is worn out. Looking forward 
to seeing everyone at the Fall meeting. Happy winter work program, every
body. Y'all come'. 

JIM MEADORS, Superintendent 
(alias Ye Olde Scribbler or 

The Sesqui Scribe) 



TABLE ROCK 
Everyone from everywhere came to Table Rock this summer I The cabins and 
the camping area were filled to capacity all summer. The old camping 
area is now reserved for camping clubs. Quite a few clubs used it and 
enjoyed being by themselves. Swimming was at a high peak, with young 
and old alike enjoying the cool, refreshing water. Pedal boats, row 
boats, canoes and carpet golf were big crowd-pleasers. Picnicking was 
as popular as ever, evidenced by the aroma of charcoaled hamburgers, 
hot dogs and steaks filling the air. Fishing was available the latter 
part of the summer for anglers to enjoy. Rental bicycles are new at 
Table Rock, and prove quite a challenge for those attempting some of 
our steep hills. 

The park had an excellent summer program of scheduled programs for day 
and night activities. These events were conducted by Recreator Bill 
Durham and Naturalist Bill Leach. We are very proud of the chapel that 
the state acquired and moved from Echo Valley. It has been completely 
restored, including the installation of a brass bell that is rung every 
Sunday morning at 9:00. Attendance has been outstanding since services 
have been held in the chapel. 

This was the first summer that Table Rock State Park had a trading post. 
Campers, cabin users as well as people in the surrounding communities 
were pleased to learn that grocery items and souvenirs were close at hand. 
Table Rock Lodge did an excellent business this summer, as everyone en
joyed the delicious meals that were served. 

Assistant Superintendent Joe Hambright, PMA John Rhodes, Rangers Paul 
Manous and Ed Nesbit and all the summer help did a superb job this 
summer in keeping the park in tip-top condition and meeting the demands 
of the public. (Ed Nesbit has since been transferred to Santee State 
Park as Ranger II). 

We plan to begin on our winter work program immediately in order .to get 
the park ready for next summer. 

MIKE HENDRIX, Superintendent 



PERSONNEL CHANGES 

NEW PERSONNEL 

Charles G. Cumbee, Ranger I at Givhans Ferry 
Kenneth B. Simmons, Jr., Park Development Planner at Columbia Office 
Wilbur Still, Ranger I at Barnwell 

PROMOTIONS AND TRANSFERS 

Ray E. Hayes, Ranger at Croft to Superintendent at Croft 
Edward K. Nesbit, Ranger I at Table Rock to Ranger II at Santee 
Harriet Burgess, Clerk to Secretary I, Parks Division 

RAMBLINGS FROM THE EDITOR 

Many letters come across my desk each day from park visitors 
relating their experiences at South Carolina State Parks. Most 
offer praise for personnel and programs; a few offer constructive 
criticism. Excerpts from these letters are printed as a regular 
feature of PARK LITES. 

My comments are based upon a recent letter to our Executive 
Director from Mr. Bobby L. Long, Principal of Walhalla Elementary 
School. Mr. Hickman's reply included the statement that "Your 
letter will go into our files as one of the finest we have ever 
received." 

Here are portions of that letter: 

"I am the father of two boys, ages five and fifteen. I am a 
camper as I am a firm believer of families doing things together. 
I am also an Educator as I am Principal of an elementary school. 
This makes children very dear to me as they are not just my profession 
but my life. 

I have had the privilege recently of spending several days at 
Oconee State Park - a privilege I have failed to exercise to the fullest 
in the past. I have several observations I would like to make about my 
stay. 

We were very fortunate in our arrival time as we were able to get 
one of the last camping sites. I understand that over fifty camping 
units were turned away that night and others each night that we were 
there. My selfishness did not show until we began meeting people and 
then I realized that many could not enjoy what we were enjoying. 
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I saw things go on that I do not believe could have taken place in 
a privately owned campground. I would like to share a few with you. 

For six days and nights, the only profanity I heard was my own when 
I slipped out of my camper and fell on some of the sharpest rocks in South 
CarolinaJ I did not see a single intoxicated person. I saw no hints of 
foul play of any kind, no abnormal displays of natural emotions between 
male and female, no children being scolded or threatened, only one crying 
baby and a lot of happy people. My children met and enjoyed the company 
of some of the finest children anywhere. Many came from far off to enjoy 
the mountains. I know of one father who drove fifteen miles to buy fishing 
equipment for his three children - a chore he had neglected for years - time 
he had never taken with them. These things I believe to be good for people 
and I feel we need more of this. 

We met the operators of the Park and I came to realize the responsibi
lities they have. I feel the organization of the Oconee State Park Cloggers 
has added something that is very important. Their contribution is a very 
educational one. These youngsters have unquestionable character and they 
are displaying this and creating a very healthy atmosphere for others to 
follow. Even my five-year old became interested in Square Dancing but because 
of limited space, he and many others were unable to participate. 

I would like to see more funds available to continue to improve 
the camping facilities, some with sewer hook-ups, and a larger activities 
building. Would you believe that on Sunday morning for worship hour, 
(for which I am thankful the park has established), that the building 
was full? How many churches have you seen full recently? 

My family and I have just had a very enjoyable vacation and we 
would like to see more people enjoy it as well. We feel that it was 
not only pleasurable but very educational. All four of us learned 
things that could not come from a book, or school, or home." 

This descriptive account of the totally pleasant experience of a 
park visitor and his family makes me extremely proud to be a part of 
such an agency as PRT. I can only say that I hope that every person 
who reads this column feels similar pride in his agency or organization. 

Hard work reaps a reward in its own time. If you have any doubts, 
read Mr. Long's letter again. By the way, how long has it been since 
you went fishing with your son, or attended your daughter's dance recital? 
We somehow manage to find time for the things that are most important to 
us. I only hope that your life will always be filled with pleasant 
memories of happy days spent with loved ones and friends. 

By the time you receive this copy of PARK LITES I will be in the 
midst of a fifteen-day, fifteen-state, 3,000 mile motorcycle trip to 
visit my parents in Concord, New Hampshire and to witness New England 
in its finest autumn foliage hues. I hope to travel as far north as 
Quebec with a little help from my friend, the weatherman. 

In the meantime, have yourselves a pleasant autumn. 

DANA L. SAWYER, Editor 
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T H I R D  C L A S S  

SOUTH CAROLINA STATE PARKS 
AIKEN 
ANDREW JACKSON 
BAKER CREEK 
BARNWELL 
CHARLES TOWNE EXPOSITION 
CHERAW 
CHESTER 
COLLETON WAYSIDE 
CROFT 

* DREHER ISLAND 
EDISTO BEACH 
GIVHANS FERRY 
GREENWOOD 

* HAMILTON BRANCH 
* HAMPTON PLANTATION 
* HICKORY KNOB 

HUNTING ISLAND 
HUNTINGTON BEACH 

* KEOWE E-TOXAWAY 
KINGS MOUNTAIN 

* LANDSFORD CANAL 
LEE 
LITTLE PEE DEE 

* LYNCHES RIVER 
MYRTLE BEACH 
OCONEE 
OLD DORCHESTER 
PARIS MOUNTAIN 
PLEASANT RIDGE 
POINSETT 
RIVERS BRIDGE 
ROSE HILL 
SADLERS CREEK 
SANTEE 
SESQUICENTENNIAL 
TABLE ROCK 
WILDCAT WAYSIDE 

* (Park under development) 


