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CONTEST OVER, NAME CHOSEN . . . Sixty-one suggestions were submitted for 
a name, and one of these was chosen, naturally! All of the suggested 
names were excellent, but the judges selected "Park-Lites", submitted by 
Van Pressley, Superintendent of Lee State Park. Congratulations, Van! 
The sterling silver Tricentennial medallion will be presented to you in 
the near future by Ray Sisk, our Park Director. To the rest of you, you 
were all tied for second place! Many thanks for taking part! 



WORDS FROM THE DIRECTOR 

(Ray Sisk, Director of State Parks and Recreation, attended a meeting 
of the National Conference on State Parks in Des Moines, Iowa last month. 
He visited state parks en route to Iowa, and the more he saw, the more he 
appreciated South Carolina's facilities and calibre of personnel. He 
telephoned his enthusiastic comments and impressions to the state office and 
a memorandum conveyed his thoughts to personnel throughout the parks system. 

His words are well worth reading again . . . Ed.) 

"While en route to Des Moines, Iowa, I took the opportunity to visit 
as many state parks as I possibly could. After seeing parks in six states, 
I have found none (with one exception) up to our standard, and I haven't 
seen a campground in any of the parks that could compare with our new ones. 
The grounds and buildings within the parks, with few exceptions, are also 
not kept up to our standard. The only facilities that I have seen that are 
superior to ours are the Lodges and Restaurants. 

It may be of interest to some of you to know that in one state they 
charge $1.25 per car entrance fee, then $2.00 per campsite, which, of course, 
does not have facilities like we have. None of the camping areas that I 
have observed have individual hook-ups. So, when we think we have been slow 
in our construction of camping areas, I feel that we can rest assured that 
ours in South Carolina are far superior to anything that these states have 
to offer. 

I also took the opportunity to visit every Welcome Center or Tourist 
Information Center that was located along my route. Again, none of them 
could touch what our Department has to offer to the public (no free drinks 
either!) 

In closing, on behalf of Mr. Hickman and the entire Department, I would 
like to thank each of you for the hard work and extra hours that you and 
your staff, including your wives, have performed this summer in making 
another successful summer possible." 

Raymond M. Sisk 
Director 

State Parks and Recreation 
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J Parknotes 

BARNWELL STATE PARK - Mrs. D. I. "Bea" Ross, Superintendent 

Labor Day ended with a good attendance at Barnwell State Park. The most 
surprising thing was that it did not rain. It has rained nearly every day for 
the past two months! 

Other than lightning, rain, problems with septic tanks, drains, air 
conditioners, and the water pump, we have really had a grand season. Had a 
few rescues, but no near drownings, so all in all we have had a pretty smooth 
operation. 

The Rondettes have been the main topic of conversation this summer. Will 
someone please tell me who, where, and how Rondettes were started in our state 
parks? (Ed. Read the next issue.) 

Sheriff George Hogg, of Barnwell, told us that he drove through the park 
and it was so quiet he heard the squirrels cracking hickory nuts. It must 
have been one of the mornings after school opened! 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Johnson, of Athens, Georgia, camped in the park this 
summer. They were touring on bicycles, and camped with us on their way to 
Hunting Island State Park. The next day I was saddened to learn that, during 
a heavy rain, Mrs. Johnson swerved into the back side of a tractor trailer and 
was killed. They had told the Rangers that they were going to Edisto Beach 
State Park. 

I'm glad that Ted and Gert Barbie are back in the park system, especially 
since they are closer to Barnwell State Park. Enjoyed meeting Dana Sawyer and 
seeing Archie Hardy again. Everyone come see us! 

GREENWOOD STATE PARK - Marshall L. Brucke, Superintendent 

It looks as though autumn is fast on its way. Everything has slowed down 
at Greenwood but the campers at the park seem to be enjoying the cool nights 
and warm days. 

Even though the weather was bad, we had 75 people from the Carolina Outdoor 
Camping Club camp with us September 17 & 18, along with other families - seven 
to be exact! 

Although I enjoyed the summer, the campers and all the activities that go 
along with the season, I'm ready to welcome autumn. Glenn and Myra Farr were 
transfered to Greenwood from Cheraw and we're pleased to have them with us. 
Glenn is doing a fine job. 

Lee Chappells is still doing a good job. As many of you know, Lee has 
been with the system for many years. Ranger Robert Leopard and his family are 
on vacation, visiting with relatives in Dover, Delaware. 



We have begun our winter work program, with much work to be completed. 

Let's go back to the beginning of the summer season. 62 of the 100 new 
campsites were opened to the public in late June. We truly needed the extra 
sites during July M-th. 

Carpet golf did very well' this year and the park store did fairly well. 
Swimming was off, as people can swim anywhere on Lake Greenwood. The campers 
don't have to pay to use the swimming area, but they still prefer to swim near 
the camping area at the boat ramp. 

Larry Duncan, a young man from Greenwood and a senior at Clemson, was our, 
recreator this past summer. A fine young man who did an outstanding job, and, 
I might add, he's a good musician and singer. 

NEW REST STATIONS IN OUR STATE EARKS.. .Attractive rest stations are being 
completed throughout South Carolina's state parks for the convenience of 
park users. Comfort stations similar in design but slightly longer to 
accommodate shower facilities are located in camping areas throughout the 
system. 

KINGS MOUNTAIN STATE PARK—Crawford Keese, Superintendent 

Attendance as of the third week in September went over 177,000. 
Assistant Superintendent Mike Hendrix has assumed duties as Superinten
dent III at Table Rock State Park. Jim Taylor is our new Assistant 
Superintendent; he was previously employed as a Ranger III at Paris 
Mountain State Park. Joe Hambright, a Clemson graduate in Recreation and 
Park Administration, has joined our staff as Park Management Assistant 
II. We wish these persons success in their new positions. 

Superintendent Crawford Keese attended the National Conference on 
State Parks last month in Des Moines, Iowa. He participated in a panel 
discussion on the subject, "Parks in the Year 2000". 



We are happy to see our new Trading Post moving toward, completion 
under the direction of Ralph Shumpert and Bill Givens, who have been aided 
by our park employees. We're also happy to report that the well for our 
new camping area is being drilled. 

With the 1971 summer season behind us, we are pleased that it was a 
successful one at Kings Mountain. Group Camps Cherokee and York were 
filled almost every week . . . family camping was so heavy that many had 
to be turned away on weekends. Primitive camping was widely accepted in 
its new location. Carpet golf roared to a possible record high . . . 
picnicking, in many instances, ran "off the tables"! 

Our summer program, conducted by Naturalist Jack Jackson and Recreator 
Tommy McDaniels, was unique and well-received. Swimming was somewhat down 
in attendance because of poor lake conditions, but still holds a degree of 
approval. Souvenir and concession operations continued to prosper. 

In summary, Kings Mountain, with the assistance of a versatile and 
hard-working full-time staff, has had a prosperous summer and is looking 
forward to a winter program which will offer additional improvements to 
park visitors in 1972. 

SADLERS CREEK STATE PARK—James Rinehart, Superintendent 

Now that Labor Day is past and we have time to stop and think a little 
about this summer, there can be no doubt that it was one of the best ever in 
Sadlers Creek short history. Attendance has already surpassed last year's 
totals in almost every category and it appears that the rest of the year 
will continue to improve over the past. 

One first for the park this summer was Red Cross swimming classes. 
We had three classes with approximately 40 enrolled. Now that a good 
relationship with the Anderson County chapter has been established, we 
look for an enlarged program in the future. A big help to swimming in the 
park will come about with the completion of the new bathhouse/pavilion, 
beach and picnic area, and parking lot. There will be a lot of work involved 
but if all these can be finished by next summer, this park will have a facili
ty second to none. 

As part of our summer recreation program under the direction of David 
Bayne, the Anderson County Forester and men from the Soil Conservation Service 
gave presentations to the campers. These, together with tours of the 
Hartwell Dam Powerhouse and Corps of Engineers museum and Sunday morning 
worship services seemed to be among the more popular activities this year. 
The Softball games and Saturday night Country and Western shows continued to 
be favorites. One noticeable difference this year was the increased response 
from local residents and people in nearby camping areas. We attracted 
people from the surrounding area to almost every activity that was offered. 

Another indication of how the park is becoming more widely known was 
the number of travelers from 1-85 stopping over for a night or two. This 
group has doubled since last year. 

This season could certainly be called satisfactory in all respects. Now 
that it's time to start our winter work program, we can adjust to a more 
regular schedule. We hope to spend this winter doing things that will make 
next year even better than 1971. 



STATE PARK VISITORS 
JANUARY 1 - SEPTEMBER 19, 1971 

Aiken 118,358 
Andrew Jackson 59,212 
Baker Creek 103,659* 
Barnwell 131,357* 
Charles Towne Landing 260,903 
Cheraw 179,075 
Chester 67,212 
Colleton Wayside 26,559 
Croft 83,969* 
Dreher Island 3,590* 
Edisto Beach 121,536 
Givhans Ferry 82,979 
Greenwood 117,651 
Hickory Knob Under Construction 
Hunting Island 670,832* 
Huntington Beach 533,301 
Keeowee-Toxaway Under Construction 
Kings Mountain 177,299* 
Lee 68,989* 
Little Pee Dee 72,829* 
Midlands Expo Center 31,829 
Myrtle Beach 1,226,020* 
Oconee 205,623 
Paris Mountain 238,696 
Pleasant Ridge 39,079* 
Poinsett 126,529 
Rivers Bridge 63,029 
Sadlers Creek 79,801* 
Santee 298,805* 
Sesqul.centenn.ial 393,660 
Table Rock 328,876* 

* Exceeds last year's total for 12 months! 



CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS REPORT...September 16, 1971 

(Visits to all of the state parks have given this editor an insight into the 
mammoth task of constructing and maintaining buildings, campsites, utilities 
and other needed facilities throughout the system. Whenever you visit a 
state park and marvel at the variety of things to do and enjoy, consider the 
work involved in providing these facilities, and you'll be amazed, as I was.) 

Aiken Picnic shelter under construction. 

Andrew Jackson Engineering on camping area water system proceeding. 

Baker Creek Welcome center completed. 

Chester Superintendent Doster procured county assistance on 
Tuesday, the 14th, to rough clear the camp sites 
in new area--work was excellent. A partial work 
force and equipment from Department construction 
crew scheduled to finish sites on the 20th of 
September. Water and electrical distribution system 
scheduled to follow up immediately thereafter. Another 
plus also for Superintendent Doster on getting county 
assistance in performing another excellent job on 
the equestrian facility (exercise ring) site grading. 
A really fine job is in evidence from this volunteer 
assistance. 

Colleton Wayside Work on the camping area--sewer treatment plant 
moving to an early completion. 

Croft Comfort station for equestrian facility was inspected 
on September 14 and checked out as being complete. 
Letter of acceptance was issued to the contractor on 
the 15th. Engineering on water distribution system 
for the new camping area is proceeding. 

Dreher Island Engineering and architectural work proceeding. 

Edisto Beach Survey of marsh completed and more than an adequate 
amount of approved reclaimable area is available for 
implementing construction of the new camping area. 
Plans for the sewer system that were at a hold position 
will be commenced after a scheduled review meeting 
next week with the engineering firm. 

Givhans Ferry Construction of sewer system near final. 

Greenwood Contractor placing stabilization material in new 
camping area has been requested to complete his 
portion now that rains have diminished. 

Hickory Knob Staking out of roads has been completed and all 
other construction sites staking should be finished 
by the 20th. Corp of Engineers are moving to 
dispose of timber in all areas so staked as rapidly 
as a timber cruise can be made by their personnel. 
Construction will commence once this timber has 
been'removed. 



Hunting Island Water system 95% complete pending only installation 
of altitude valving on elevated tank once it arrives. 
Sewer system proceeding to completion with only 
electrical connection to the components delayed due 
to the excess amount of surface water still remaining 
on the Island. Report being drafted by this section 
on recommendations for a permanent drainage system 
for the total park. Completion expected by the 20th. 
Cabin in new camping area has been relocated to site 
selected for its use as a trading post. Plans for 
conversion of the old bathhouse to a rec/assembly 
hall have been completed by this section. Picnic 
shelters (2) have been delivered and are scheduled 
to be erected within three weeks. Repairs to rain 
and standing water damages to new camping and picnic 
area will be scheduled once conditions on site will 
permit. 

Huntington Beach No current report. 

Kings Mountain Well for new camping area has been drilled--producing 
100 gpm. Engineering on water distribution system 
is proceeding. 

Little Pee Dee No current report. 

Oconee No current report. 

Paris Mountain Site work on new camping area is approximately 90% 
complete. Installation of distribution system for 
water and electricity will begin on the 21st and 
stabilization immediately thereafter allowing for a 
scheduled completion by the first of October. The 
new picnic area should be completed by the week 
following with perhaps the shelters (2) remaining 
to be erected. 

Pleasant Ridge Well drilled for new camping area is complete and 
producing 160 gpm. Camp sites have been located and 
staked. Playground equipment has been erected. The 
picnic shelter has been delivered. 

Sadlers Creek No current report. 

Santee Contractor on retaining walls and pavilion sewer 
treatment plants still creating critical delays 
toward completion. The "Village Round" meeting 
hall is proceeding on schedule and indications are 
that only minor items, if any, will be left to do 
after the October 1st deadline. 

Sesquicentennial Picnic shelter sites (2) have been selected and 
cleared. Erection by contractor pending. 

Table Rock Drainage plan for new camping area has been completed 
and material ordered. Picnic shelters (2) have been 
delivered. 
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SANTEE MEETING HALL NEARING COMPLETION ... The "Village Round" 
Meeting Hall at Santee State Park is almost ready for use. The 
large rondette-type structure will seat 100 persons and is equipped 
with restrooms and a kitchenette. State agencies are being 
encouraged to use this Meeting Hall and the adjacent rondette 
cottages for meetings, institutes and conferences. Maintenance 
Supervisor Ralph Schumpert pauses from his labors just long enough 
to stare at the spying photographer! 



KNOW YOUR STATE PARKS 

1. State Park is our oldest and largest park. 

2. State Park overlooks the largest sound south of Chesapeake 
Bay. 

3. The site of State Park was a popular resort during the 19th 
century. Two famous hotels stood there. 

4. Ace aviator, Jimmy Doolittle, made practice flights over 
State Park. 

5. Washington Allston, one of America's most distinguished artists, is 
associated with the site of State Park. 

6. $122,900.13 was spent on the site of State Park in 1823. 

7. Near State Park is the site of the last duel fought in 
South Carolina. 

8. The first mail train in the United States was laid down in 1833, a few 
miles north of State Park. 

9. Good Grief! Charlie Brown! You lived at what State Park? 

10. once swore allegiance to the British Crown during the 
Revolutionary War. PRT now administers his grave site. 
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(This column will be a regular feature, relayed straight from the moldy 
catacombs of the Historic Interpretation Branch. Ed.) 

QUOTES WORTH REMEMBERING . . . 

"It may well be that in our lifetime, leisure, not labor, will be 
the prime challenge for education." John Gardner. 

"I learn immediately from any speaker how much he has already lived, 
through the poverty or the splendor of his speech. Life lies behind us as 
the quarry from whence we get tiles and copestones for the masonry of today. 
This is the way to learn grammar. Colleges and books only copy the language 
which the field and the workyard made." Ralph Waldo Emerson. 



1971 SUMMER RECREATION PROG RAM—ARC HIE HARDY 

This past summer we had our most successful recreation program since 
PRT was formed. Some 200,000 visitors attended programs in 13 parks where 
seasonal Recreators and Naturalists were assigned. New activities that 
helped to increase both attendance and enjoyment were nature crafts and 
ghost stories. New interpretive centers at Myrtle Beach and Cheraw State 
Parks were designed by Chief Naturalist Bob Papenfus, and a "park zoo" in 
the Oconee Center was well received. Seasonal Naturalist Caroline Douglass 
suggests that every park should provide such a facility as that at Oconee 
State Park. Square dancing continued to outdraw all activities, however, 
with Bob Ramey of Oconee's Championship State Park Cloggers leading the way. 

Table Rock continued i;ts Saturday night square dance tradition and 
Greenwood also joined the fun. Larry Duncan, Recreator, sang, called dances 
and even played in the band when needed. Superintendent Marshall Brucke is 
high in his praise of Duncan, one of our Clemson Recreation and Park 
Administration (RPA) students. Some 46 of these young men have completed 
their field training with the Parks and Recreation Division since 1968, 
and many have been employed as Park Management Assistants upon graduation. 
Crawford Keese, for example, after training at Sadlers Creek State Park, 
graduated a year later and was assigned to Kings Mountain State Park as a 
PMA. Five months later he assumed the duties of Superintendent and has 
trained two RPA students, Jack Jackson and Tommy McDaniel, and PMA Joe 
Hambright, recently transferred to Table Rock. 

A wedding early in the summer resulted in Brianna and Wade Batson's 
becoming our "seasonal honeymooners" at Hunting Island State Park. The 
Batsons claim that their most successful program was the Turtle Walk 
conducted after dark along the beach. Several loggerhead and green turtles 
were sighted by the campers and cabin users. 

At Santee, Recreator, Debbie Compton and Naturalist, Janice Hill, had an 
excellent turnout for their 4th of July activities. The traditional greased 
pig, relay races and watermelon-seed spitting contests are still popular 
with modern day kids, it seems. Weekly worm races also provided much interest 
(not from the worms). 

At Myrtle Beach State Park, Naturalist Brenda Galvin was not to be outdone, 
so she instituted a snail race. A litter hunt collected 1,656 cigarette butts 
in a half-hour period. 

Another first for our park system was a "Roving Recreator", which proved 
quite effective for those parks requiring only evening programs. We hope 
to provide more of this type of entertainment in the future. 

Chapel services on Sunday mornings have become accepted and expected 
at many of our parks. Usually, local ministers are willing to lead the 
inter-denominational services. Some parks, however, have had difficulty 
in finding a minister available, so have had to cancel services. Mr. 
Howard McClain, Executive Director of the Christian Action Council, has 
volunteered to assist with recruitment and training of ministers for next 
summer. His offer and many suggestions were welcomed, and you'll hear 
more about this later. 



Swimming lessons were held for the first time at Sadlers Creek. 
Superintendent Jim Rinehart couldn't wait for the completion of his new 
bathhouse pavilion, so he and Recreator David Bayne coordinated and 
assisted with a Red Cross instructed beginners' course. 

At Sesquicentennial, Recreator Debbie Campbell took advantage of 
natural foods by taking groups of campers blueberry, blackberry and plum 
picking. Urban youngsters, especially, enjoyed these "tastes" of the 
out-of-doors. The Sesqui Amphitheatre was utilized despite the Outdoor 
Drama's move to Myrtle Beach. An in-service project for elementary school 
teachers added a new dimension to this park. Eight other day camps used 
Sesqui this summer, demonstrating the need for facilities near large urban 
populations. 

At Baker Creek, Danny Miles said his equipment box adjoining the game 
courts was well used. It contained a basketball, volleyball, badminton 
rackets and birds, frisbees, plastic scoops and balls, and a football. 
Campers praised this novel idea and showed their appreciation by returning 
equipment when they finished using it. Other parks might adopt this 
excellent idea. 

Baker Creek was also the site of the July Commission meeting. Lawrence 
Hestor Pavilion was dedicated and a groundbreaking ceremony for nearby Hickory 
Knob took place. Participants included Congressman W. J. Bryan Dorn, Governoi 
John C. West, State Senator John Drummond, Representative Jay Baggett, our 
PRT Commission, Debbie Wilson (Miss State Parks) and many other dignitaries. I 
Superintendent Wayne Timms and Rangers Frank Baughman and J. B. Holloway 
handled the arrangements and the crowds beautifully. None of us will ever 
forget the ride in the National Guard deuce-and-a-half! 

Another new idea began at Poinsett State Park this summer. I was 
camping with a club called the Kampfire Kickers, a square dance club from 
the Charleston area, and they were bemoaning the fact that they had no 
place to dance in a park excepting Poinsett. Although we had a great time 
dancing there that night, I did explain to them that eight of our parks had 
heated recreation buildings and that we have six parks with screened rec 
buildings and three with new pavilions designed for square dancing. We 
promptly set up a dance for August 7 at Santee Pavilion and some 250 attended 
from the campground and Vacation Village. Then on the 22nd of September, in 
celebration of National Square Dance Week, six clubs and five callers 
participated in a gala affair at Charles Towne Landing. Over 300 attended 
and requested we have another dance soon. Those who came to spectate were 
encouraged to dance with club members and a grand time was had by all. Plans 
are already under way for a camper square dance at Barnwell State Park 
October 2 and another public dance in November at Charles Towne Landing. 
Superintendent Jim Demos and his staff were enthusiastic about the possibili
ties of such programs and contributed many ideas for future events. 

The South Carolina Park System is being featured in a soon-to-be-publish< 
TimberForm magazine with a distribution numbering some 26,000 agencies world
wide. Mr. Ron Green and Mr. Larrie Pisegna spent three days with us and 
visited nine parks in collecting photographs and ideas. We are the first 
park system to utilize their play equipment state-wide and have been very 
pleased with visitors' reactions to it. 



Here's a letter from a young man in New Jersey who obviously enjoyed Santee 
State Park's recreation and nature programs during a visit this summer: 

Dear Debbie, and Cricket, 

I am very sorry that I did not send a Postcard, but my mother 
didn't have any stamps left. So I am writing a letter. I just hung 
up my award for the fastest worm in Santee. My friends all laughed. 

My father and brother are playing in the next room. I told 
all my friends about the ghost stories, and the alligator man. They 
all liked it. Boy, am I glad to be home. All my brothers friends 
were crowding around the car looking at his Indian toys, and the 
stickers on the trailer. Did Cricket go in the water the day we 
left? I told my friends about Cricket too. I really haven't much 
more to write. Signing off. 

Peter Kuhl 
188 Beechwood Avenue 
Bogota, New Jersey 07603 

P. S. Looking forward to your letter. 

Deborah Compton, summer recreator at Santee, was the "Debbie" in Peter's 
letter. Cricket was Debbie's poodle. The following letter gives an 
indication of the value of recreation and nature programs at our state 
parks: 

Dear Mr. Hardy: 

This is to let you know about some of the compliments I have 
received about our park and our program. The most frequent comment 
concerns the beauty of our park and secondly, surprise over our 
recreation program. So many people are extremely happy over the 
idea of planned recreation mainly because it keeps the children 
busy. Some whole families participate and they are the most fun. 
They appreciate the opportunity to be active as a family. One 
fact that I have noticed this summer is the lack of knowledge 
that South Carolinians have about our parks system. At Parks 
slide presentations, they are overwhelmed to find just how many 
parks S. C. operates and the facilities offered. But these same 
folks are our best publicity, since they tell their neighbors and 
relatives about us! 

We have a great many out-of-state visitors and they are always 
interested in our program and park. Some people comment on other 
state parks that offer recreation and others are equally pleased to 
find that S. C. has progressed this far in its system. 

The nightly campfires have been successful all summer long. It 
gives the campers a chance to meet other campers and it gives the 
campers time to meet the Rondetters, who tend to stay to themselves. 

All of our visitors have appreciated the work PRT is doing to 
make their vacation a little nicer. 

With the establishment of recreation halls and interpretive 
centers these programs will take on even more importance. 

Sincerely, 

Deborah Compton 



ANTIQUE FIRE ENGINE ROLLS AT MIDLANDS...Its giant wheels creaking 
slowly across a hastily-assembled track of wooden boards, this fire 
engine was recently removed from the Midlands Expo Center for use 
in October Fire Prevention parades. Maintenance Supervisors Ed 
Lovelace and Buddy Batten watch Archie Hardy in action. 

STATE GETS NEW PARK IN GREENVILLE... The acquisition of a new 63-acre park 
in Greenville County was announced last month at a meeting of the South 
Carolina Parks, Recreation and Tourism Commission. The transfer of the 
deed for the park, effective September 1, was made by Silas N. Pearman, 
Commissioner of the State Highway Department, to Dwight A. Holder, Chairman 
of the PRT Commission. The park, known as Wildcat Wayside, was formerly the 
property of the State Highway Department. It is located on U.S. Highway 276 
between Marietta and Caesars Head. A number of small waterfalls cascade thrc 
the park, which will be left, almost entirely, in its natual state. 

TORONTO SHOW A SUCCESS . . . PRT staffers have returned from Canada to 
report another successful stint at the Canadian National Exhibition at 
Toronto, which has a total attendance this year of 3,219,500 (up 98,500 
over 1970's show). Business was exceptionally good at the South Carolina 
travel booth. The booth was staffed by PRT hostesses and Miss Michelle 
Letts of Myrtle Beach, the reigning "Miss Sun Fun." 



MISS S.C. STATE PARKS ON THE MOVE.. .Deborah Wilson of Myrtle Beach, the 
1971 Miss South Carolina State Parks,  has represented PRT at  several  official  
ceremonies during the year.  Here she observes as Governor John C. West 
draws the f irst  summer cabin reservation for some lucky family at  one of the 
state parks.  Our "queen" appeared before thousands in Myrtle Beach's Sun-
Fun Festival ,  and later that  day participated in the ribbon-cutt ing at  Holiday 
Inn's  Trav-L-Park in Myrtle Beach. Miss Wilson took part  in the August dedi
cation of the Lawrence Hester Pavil ion at  Baker Creek State Park.  

THE RAINS CAME, BUT THE SHOW WENT ON.. .The equestrian facil i ty at  Croft  State 
Park was used twice during the month of September by the Spartanburg Horsemen's 
Association.  An All-Hunter Show was held on the 18th and a South Carolina 
AA Shown was staged on the 25th„ The r ing and surrounding area was a sea of 
mud for the All-Hunter Show, but the show proceeded on schedule.  



PRT EXHIBITS 

Final alterations and finishing touches are being applied to PRT's 
exhibit in Atlanta. South Carolinians will be able to view it at the 
upcoming State Fair October 18-23. 

PRT will also be manning an exhibit at the Annual Meeting of the Easter 
Seal Society for Crippled Children and Adults of South Carolina, Inc. to be 
held October 13 at Columbia's Wade Hampton Hotel. The exposition will show 
how architectural barriers are being eliminated in both public and private 
buildings. PRT's exhibit will depict facilities at the Solomon Blatt 
Recreation Center for the Handicapped, Barnwell State Park. 

INTERPRETIVE CENTERS PORJLAR.. .Youngster (and not-so-youngsters) learn 
fascinating things about the world around us at state park Interpretive 
Centers, such as this one at Myrtle Beach. 

NEWS FROM THE RED BUG GAZETTE . . . 

The September issue of "The Red Bug Gazette" included several items 
concerning PRT system improvements of interest to members of the South 
Carolina Association of National Campers and Hikers Association, Inc. 
State parks visited by members and mentioned in activity columns include 
Table Rock, Kings Mountain, Oconee, Baker Creek, Little Pee Dee and Greenwood 
Our thanks to these camping clubs for honoring us by using state park 
facilities; we hope to see you often! These folks certainly live up to their 
slogan of being "the friendliest people in the world!" 

We're pleased to learn that the Larry Chapmans are up and going again 
following their accident earlier this summer which totaled their car and 
trailer. Mr. Chapman is the State Director of NCHA. 



KIWANIS CAMPING PROJECT FOR SENIOR CITIZENS HUGE SUCCESS... Scores of South 
Carolina senior citizens were exposed to their first camping experience in 
September as the result of a unique project, sponsored by the Carolinas 
District of Kiwanis International, the South Carolina Commission on Aging 
and the Department of Parks and Recreation Administration, Clemson University. 
Senior citizens who could not afford to participate in such a camping program 
were selected and their expenses were provided by the sponsors. A variety of 
programs were offered both at Oconee State Park, where the campers stayed, 
and at scenic places of interest in the vicinity of the park. One recreation 
student from Clemson University's Parks and Recreation Department stayed in 
each cabin to lend assistance to the campers. Many of these "senior campers" 
enjoyed fishing in the park's lake, while others were content to sit and 
rock on the screened porches. Two meals per day were served in the park's 
restaurant, as the breakfast meal was prepared in each cabin. 



ROADSIDE RHYMES FOR ECOLOGY 

Special legislation will be introduced to restore roadside rhymes, once 
identified with Burma Shave, along the nation's highways. The new signs 
would present anti-pollution appeals on small, tasteful signs to be placed 
along federal highways. 

Some examples of possible anti-pollution rhymes were seen in a recent 
syndicated newspaper column. Here are three of the better ones: 

"Home sweet home" 
And "land of mine" 
Are patriotic adages; 
But when you travel, 

Keep in mind 
Your home is where 
The garbage is. 

* * * 

Mary had a little lamb, 
Its fleece was white as snow; 

If she could keep it white as snow, 
It must have been some time ago. 

Georgie, Peorgie, pudding and pie, 
Kissed the girls and made them cryj 
The tears, my dears, inquiry showed; 
Were caused by car fumes on the road 

PRIZE WINNING PHOTOGRAPHS usually include one or more of the following 
subjects in a prominent place: babies, animals, or pretty girls. This 
PRT photo taken in the Animal Forest at Charles Towne Landing received 
wide usage by newspapers both in and out of state. 



BICYCLISTS STAGE "CENTURY RUN" AT POINSETT STATE BkRK. .. Fifty cyclists from 
all parts of South Carolina converged at Poinsett State Park September 25 to 
take part in a Century Run, a hundred-mile bicycle trip in less than 12 hours. 
Che Century Run - sponsored annually by the League of American Wheelmen (LAW) -
drew thousands from across the nation to courses laid out on secondary roads. 
This state's course was laid out along Lake Marion, beginning and ending at 
the parking area at Poinsett State Park. Newspaper and television coverage 
was provided by area news media, and the event was the most successful in 
South Carolina to date. More than 30 cyclists completed the 103.8 mile course 
within the time limit, including two women and a spry Si-year old man. Several 
of the cyclists camped at the park the night prior to the run, and were amazed 
at the beauty and cleanliness of the camping area. (This editor was among 
those who completed the entire run, and considers it one of his greatest 
accomplishments). A Golden Leaves Tour - a two-day ride in the foothills 
above Greenville - will be held October 23-21, beginning at Table Rock State 
Park. 

THURMONDS VISIT OCONEE STATE PARK . . . Our state parks system was honored by 
the August visit of Senator Strom Thurmond, Mrs. Thurmond and their newborn 
daughter. Home to do some campaigning while Congress was in summer session, 
the Senator was among hundreds on hand for the weekend square dancing session 
at Oconee State Park. Senator Thurmond enjoyed jogging early in the mornings 
along the picturesque winding park roads. 



WHirrs 
PRT receives many letters from state parks visitors. Some of these folks 

live here in good old South Carolina . . . others reside in a variety of othe: 
states. The majority of letters are highly complimentary; some offer con
structive criticism. 

A recent letter was received from Mrs. Patricia C. Oliver, Matthews, 
North Carolina that is certainly worth sharing. I told her in my letter of 
reply that "... Receiving letters such as yours makes our efforts seem 
worthwhile ..." Here is her letter: 

Dear Sirs: 

Last summer I "discovered" Huntington Beach State Park. It 
was on our first camping trip, my two sons and I. We then camped 
around North and South Carolina and just seemed to gravitate back to 
Huntington. 

This last trip I even ran out of cash (you all cashed a check), 
got locked out (you let me in at 1 a. m.) , and I finally asked the 
most friendly rangers how I'd go about adopting the park as my own. 
He said to write and let you know how happy and content we are when 
we are there. I drive in through the trees and feel like I'm coming 
home! That must sound silly, but I do want to say how lovely it is, 
how friendly everyone connected there is, and I hope it never gets 
too greedy and commercial or cold and over-efficient. Let me just 
come and enjoy the quietness. 

May I also mention one other spot, that holds a close second 
to us, that is Poinsett. I do love its beauty and its spacious 
sites. Keep that place unknown for me! 

Thank you for giving people a place to run away to. Life gets 
tough at times! 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Patricia Oliver 



(The following letter was addressed to Donald W. Elliott, Ranger at Paris 
Mountain. Chuck Nichols was drowned in a lake adjacent to the park 
September 18.) 

My dear Friends: 

The Executives, Administration, student body and friends of 
Chuck Nichols wish to thank you for your aid and kindness during 
the tragedy which resulted in the loss of his life. 

At a time like this, we find many who are most kind and under
standing. The members of the University staff who were present have 
told us of your kindness and help, and we wish you to know of our 
appreciation. 

Chuck was a very fine young man and had been a student here 
for three years. Last year he worked at our Information Desk, and 
this year he was the president of his literary society. We cannot 
understand why things like this happen, but we have faith and 
confidence in the Lord who permits things like this. We wish to 
officially thank you for your help and kindness. 

Sincerely yours, 

James D. Edwards 
Dean of Administration 
Bob Jones University 
Greenville, South Carolina 

Dear Mr. Hickman: 

The in-service project for Richland County District Number One 
elementary school teachers is now completed. The program, held at 
Sesquicentennial State Park, was most successful. I deeply appreciate 
the opportunity for carrying out the project at the park. For the 
consequent help and support of two of your staff, Mr. Pearce Thomson 
and Mr. Archie Hardy, I further thank you. 

Sincerely, 

James W. Ward 
College of Education 
University of South Carolina 



Honorable Bob Hickman, Director 
Parks, Recreation and Tourism Commission 
Gervais and Sumter Streets 
Columbia, South Carolina 

Dear Mr. Hickman: 

This summer we discovered Hunting Island State Park. My family 
of four was fortunate enough to be drawn for a week there and we 
have just completed a most delightful stay in Cabin 4 on the Beach. 

The excellent attitude of the Park employees, their helpful
ness, efficiency, and the first class accomodations made us glad 
we elected to vacation in South Carolina and proud of our State's 
accomplishments. 

You should be justly proud of your Department's reputation and 
the successes of your fine representatives throughout the State. 

You are most fortunate to have Mr. Kennedy, the Superintendent 
at Hunting Island, working with you. He and his fine staff are a 
credit to your organization. 

Sincerely yours, 

Dill B. Blackwell 
District Manager 
Social Security Administration 
Greenville, South Carolina 

Route 2, Box 680 
Cheraw, S. C. 
August 3, 1971 

Dear Sir: 

Our family would like to take this opportunity to thank your 
department for a wonderful vacation this summer at Edisto State 
Park. 

We would especially like to say a nice word for Mr. Waldt, the 
Park Superintendent. He was helpful to us in several ways and made 
us feel right at home ... at the same time did not infringe on 
our vacation. He was everything we had looked for in a person who 
would be in this position. 

We went over to Hunting Island and we are already planning on 
entering the drawing there this spring for a cabin there next summer. 
We had not enjoyed the State Parks before but you can feel sure we 
will now. We are visiting our own state park here now since we 
have found out they are so nice. 

Thank you again for the wonderful vacation! 

Mrs. Thomas F. Dixon 
(For all the Thomas F. Dixon Family.) 



Here's a chance for that young "showoff" to develop 
balancing skills while impressing his little girl friend, 
mother, or peers. A very good low-budget play form from 
an original drawing by W. A. Mikulsky. 
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S T A F F  C H A N G E S  

PROMOTIONS & TRANSFERS 

Thomas S. Ates, Ranger II at Greenwood to Ranger II at Hunting Island 
Norman B. Cooler, District Superintendent at Myrtle Beach to District Super

intendent at Pawleys Island, S. C. 
Donald W. Elliott, Ranger I at Huntington Beach to Ranger III at Paris Mountai 
Harry G. Farr, Ranger II at Cheraw to Ranger II at Greenwood 
Augustus Flood, III, Park Management Assistant at Myrtle Beach to Assistant 

Superintendent at Santee 
Emanuel Griffin, Ranger II at Santee to Superintendent I at Andrew Jackson 
Joe Hambright, Park Management Assistant at Kings Mountain to Park Management 

Assistant at Table Rock 
Michael W. Hendrix., Assistant Superintendent at Kings Mountain to Superintende 

III at Table Rock 
Robert G. Jones, District Superintendent at Table Rock to District Superintenc 

at Pickens, S. C. 
James B. King, Assistant Superintendent at Table Rock to Superintendent II at 

Rivers Bridge 
Kenneth Kolb, District Superintendent at Santee to District Superintendent at 

Elloree, S. C. 
James L. Mayes, Assistant Superintendent at Santee to Assistant Superintenden 

at Table Rock 
James M. Meadors, Superintendent III at Poinsett to Superintendent III at 

Sesquicentennial 
Fred Moore, Ranger II at Colleton Wayside to Ranger II at Cheraw 
Charlie F. Parkman, Assistant Superintendent at Santee to Superintendent III 

at Poinsett 
James Taylor, Ranger III at Paris Mountain to Assistant Superintendent at 

Kings Mountain 
Pearce B. Thomson, Superintendent III at Sesquicentennial to Park Engineer, 

Central Office 
Robert J. Turner, Assistant Superintendent at Myrtle Beach to Superintendent 

at Myrtle Beach 
Calvin F. Waldt, Ranger III at Myrtle Beach to Assistant Superintendent at 

Myrtle Beach 
Frank C. Whiteside, Park Management Assistant at Hunting Island to Animal Car 

Supervisor at Charles Towne Landing 
Joe Farrow, Assistant to Director - Maintenance to Construction Coordinator 
William A. Lamkin, Construction Coordinator to Park Planner 

RESIGNATIONS 

Calvin Craig, Ranger I, Little Pee Dee 
Ernest Franklin, Ranger I, Paris Mountain 
William Givens, Maintenance Serviceman, Columbia 
Alvin Gregerson, Ranger II, Myrtle Beach 
John Gregerson, Maintenance Supervisor II, Columbia 
Joe Inabinett, Ranger I, Myrtle Beach 
Helen Lindsay, Museum Attendant I, Andrew Jackson 
Ramson H. Lindsay, Superintendent I, Andrew Jackson 
James Mobley, Superintendent, Rivers Bridge 
Julius LaRoche, Park Management Assistant, Table Rock 



SIEW EMPLOYEES 

jucy Allen, Clerk-Steno I, Columbia Park Office 
Jill Alston, Groundskeeper I, Hampton Plantation 

uhaddeus F. Barbie, Superintendent V, Santee 
Jarol Baronowski, Secretary I, Service and Supply Center 
jJharles C. Brady, Ranger I, Myrtle Beach 
Charles E. Dilworth, Park Mangement Assistant, Hunting Island 
Jalter Evans, Ranger I, Paris Mountain 

i Joanne Graves, Secretary I, Columbia Park Office 
3ue Griffin, Museum Attendent I, Andrew Jackson 
Joe Hambright, Park Management Assistant, Kings Mountain 
Jharles Harrison, Park Management Assistant, Cheraw 
Jefferson G. Harvey, Jr., Ranger II, Santee 

ILJ.M. Kemmerlin, Maintenance Supervisor, Columbia 
lobert S. Mankin, Assistant Superintendent, Santee 
Phillip Rowe, Groundskeeper I, Givhans Ferry 
Jana L. Sawyer, Information & Education Officer, Columbia Office 

Junior Colvard tried his hand at the recent square dance exhibition at 
Charles Towne Landing. Junior and his brother Ed are often mistaken for 
each other as they perform their duties at Charles Towne Landing, but on 
this occasion there was no doubt as to the proper identity. Ed had a 
sore foot that night, so he watched from the sidelines I think! 



THROUGH THE EYES OF A NEWCOMER . . . 

The saying "we learn by doing" is a tried-and-true adage that can be 
applied to any new endeavor. I joined PRT in August, and within five weeks 
I had visited all of the state parks on which personnel were quartered. 

Many of these initial visits were, of necessity, brief. Some were 
"windshield tours", but all were carried out with one thought in mind . . . 
to acquaint me with the people and the facilities within our system of 
state parks. 

I'm certain that park personnel are constantly aware of being on public 
display. Visitors may form a positive opinion of an entire park based upon 
one pleasant response to a question. 

What have I, a newcomer to the State Parks family, seen during my recen 
visits to your parks? 

. . .  I  h a v e  s e e n  p e o p l e  e n j o y i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  t h e i r  o w n  w a y ,  w h e t h e r  
it be fishing, camping, swimming, hiking, picnicking, or just observing 
others; 

. . .  I  h a v e  s e e n  P a r k  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t s ,  R a n g e r s ,  a n d  o t h e r  p e r s o n n e l  
working quietly but efficiently to get the job done; these persons are true 
professionals, for I have seen them working under adverse weather conditions 
without complaining. 

. . .  I  h a v e  m e t  t h e  w i v e s  a n d  c h i l d r e n  o f  m a n y  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t s  a n d  
Rangers; their handshakes and welcomes were warm, indeed. 

One incident stands out in my memory among all others. One Superintend 
greeted me by saying, "Welcome to the parks system!" His statement expresse 
the strength that is present in a system that relies upon the unity and team 
work that will always get the job done. 

I'm proud to be a member of the PRT family, and I look forward to worki 
with each of you. My wife, Lynn, and daughters, Julie (10) and Laurie (6), 
anticipate camping and picnicking at each and every park. 

As editor of this publication, I'll try to follow the advice of an 
anonymous journalist who once wrote: "When you've got a thing to say, say i 
. . . don't take half a day; life is short, a fleeting vapor . . . don't you 
fill the entire paper with a tale, which at a pinch, could be cornered in an 
inch. Boil her down until she simmers. Polish her until she glimmers. 

When you've got a thing to say, say it . . . don't take half a day." 

DANA L. SAWYER 



"ABOUT THE EDITOR" 

On behalf of the Division of State Parks, I would like to express 
our thanks to Dana Sawyer for the fine work he has done in making this 
Newsletter a reality. 

I feel that it is very appropriate that we start this publication 
with the name that was suggested by Van Pressley. The fact that Dana 
has started from scratch with this publication points up all the hard 
work he has given this office. It would be appreciated by this office 
if all the employees in the Division of Parks, as well as other Divisions 
in the Department, contribute articles of interest and help make this 
publication a better means of communicating with all of the Department 
personnel. 

I would also like to extend a work of thanks to Lucy Allen, Mary 
Ann Ellis, Joanne Graves, Bob Messina, and Stan Bowen for the excellent 
cooperation they have given Dana in the preparation and printing of this 
Newsletter. 

Raymond M. Sisk 
Director 

State Parks and Recreation 

RMS:lwd 
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