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Dimt(fri) Oiiftty 
Donald M. McSween, Director 

DIVISION OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

When you read this, the undersigned and Mrs. McSween; PRT Chairman Dwight A. Holder; 
Executive Director Bob Hickman; Assistant to the Director Archie Hardy; our newly 
elected "Superintendent of the Year" Bob Jones and one of the two Superintendents 
who tied for runner-up, Joe Frank Watson (the other, Pearce Thomson, could not make 
the trip); Planning and Development Director and Mrs. Bill Marsh; Bill Lamkin, Park 
Development Planner; and, Miss Linda Weatherly, Travel and Tourism Hostess, should 
be in the White Mountains of New Hampshire attending the 49th Annual Meeting of the 
National Conference on State Parks. 

The reason, of course, we are showing up in New England in such force is obvious to 
most of you. We have been signally honored by having been chosen as the Host State 
for the 1970 50th Annual Meeting of the Conference and, naturally, we wanted to dem
onstrate the sincerity of our invitation and the lengths to which we are prepared to 
go to make next year's Convention the most memorable, informative and entertaining 
in National Conference History. We will try to bring back a full report and photo
graphic evidence of our doings for use in the next SPARKPLUGGER. 

A goodly portion of this issue isf as you will note, devoted to the recently con
cluded 28th Annual Meeting of the Association of State Pa$ Directors which we were 
privileged to host at Litchfield Beach on our Grand Strand. The experience gained 
from that smaller, but still most important, meeting should stand us in good stead 
in preparing for the much larger gathering next year. 

All twelve member states were represented, with three additional states furnishing 
program participants. In all modesty, and making due allowance for one of the re
quirements of a State Park Director - that he and generations of his family before 
him veritably "Kiss the Blarney Stone" - the complimentary written and verbal re
marks we have received from our guests have made us feel very good indeed. 

I am extremely proud of all of those on the staff who contributed to this meeting, 
including several who had worked for months irfVfJlthe advance planning and arrange
ments, but who were prevented from being with us at the last minute because of per
sonal sorrow in their immediate families. Those who did go, including some last-
minute volunteer replacements, did themselves and our Division proud. 

I have received unanimous compliments ontbe excellent job turned in by our Host. 
Superintendents who were assigned to each of the twelve Delegations. In fact, it 
may not hrfve been such a good idea since several of the Directors of other states 
threatened to attempt to lure these men away from our system. We can only hope that 
the prevailing excitement in our rank so noticeably reinforced by this meeting and 



the up-coming one next year, will hold them in the Palmetto State. 

The Southeastern Directors Meeting was followed by an equally successful Fall Session 
of our State Park Superintendents. Operations Branch Head, George Holder, did an out
standing job in planning the program for this event and we are indebted to him and 
many others in the Department who gave the program content such quality. 

My sincere personal thanks go to everyone who has contributed to these meetings and 
their success, and to those who are already thinking ahead to next year's challenges. 

Cover Picture 

The present and former directors of the 
Division of Parks and Recreation were hon
ored as a feature of the Southeastern State 
Park Directors' banquet at Litchfield Beach, 
South Carolina on September 8, 1969. Those 
present were: Randolph Walker, C. West 
Jacocks, E. R. Vreeland and Donald M. McSween 
Former director Raymond Plumer was unable to 
come to South Carolina for the special event. 

Randy Walker, who was the first director 
of the S. C. Parks System, was the featured 
speaker. Mr. Walker, a vice-president of 
Dan River Mills, traced the development of 
the parks from their inception through his 
administration. He especially noted his 
pleasure for the present plan of develop
ment encompassed in the $6.25 million bond 
issue. The current program of improvement 
stands out in stark contrast with the very 
low budgets in the early years. 

Donald M. McSween 
Director 

State Parks and Recreation 

Editorials 

ALL RECORDS BROKEN 

As a feature of this issue of the 
SPARKPLUGGER, statistical material has 
been included relative to the increases 
in park use over the last two years. It 
will be observed that in every category 
high percentages of park use have been 
recorded. When the full impact of the 
bond issue and Federal funds is regis
tered, it is expected that the visitor-
level will make another sharp climb. 

All previous records have been bro
ken. The Division of Parks and Recre
ation, with a strong assist from other 
PRT divisions and sections, is out to 
beat its own record. The staff in Cen
tral Office along with the personnel in 
the field may be counted upon to keep 
faith with those who have supported PRT 
in its forward thrust. 

SYMPATHY TO 
Mrs. Lorine Davis in the loss of her father. 
Mr. 6c Mrs. Raymond M. Sisk in the loss of their son. 
Mr. Louis Hall in the loss of his cousin. 
Mrs. Alford Noah in the loss of her brother. 
Mrs. Lillie Logan in the loss of her father. 
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SOUTHEASTERN PARK DIRECTORS MEETING SPECIAL ARTICLES 

By every standard of measure, the re
cent meeting of the Association of South
eastern State Park Directors in South 
Carolina was a success. The program com
mittee outlined a most interesting series 
of presentations and the speakers found 
for themselves a high level of excellence. 
Both subject matter and content proved to 
be provocative. 

The Division of Parks and Recreation 
expended considerable thought and energy 
to riding herd on both the scope and the 
details of the meeting. Individually and 
collectively the staff members discharged 
their assignments in dedication and with 
dispatch---illustrating the value of old-
fashioned team spirit. Their functioning 
was exceptional in view of the several 
emergencies which arose for some of the 
key personnel. 

Since the Department of Parks, Recre
ation and Tourism will be host to the 
National Conference next year, the recent 
meeting has provided the staff with some 
valuable background experience. In the 
months ahead Central Office will be busi
ly engaged in making plans for the "big 
guns meeting" which will attract atten
dance from all over the United States. 
It is hoped that the events of 1970 will 
be as successful as those at Litchfield 
Beach. 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE MEETING 

Director Don McSween and a good re
presentation from his staff, along with 
PRT officials, will be attending the 
National Conference on State Parks in New 
Hampshire. The National Conference has 
made a large impact on the philosophy and 
operation of state parks over the country. 

The 1969 meeting is of unusal interest 
to PRT in that the Conference will be held 
in South Carolina next year. The Palmetto 
State will be attempting to put its best 
foot forward on that occasion. 

In this issue of the SPARKPLUGGER 
will be found a digest of the several 
presentations made at the recent meeting 
of the Association of Southeastern State 
Park Directors at Litchfield. The edi
tor is also publishing photographs re
presentative of the activities drawn a-
round the meeting. It is hoped that 
this material will be of considerable 
interest to the readers. 

PRT Headliners 
COMMISSION MEETING 

The PRT Commission will hold its 
September meeting in the Conference Room 
in Columbia Friday, September 26. 

SPECIAL APPRECIATION 

Haynie Murdock has been doing an 
outstanding job printing the PALMETTO 
STATE SPARKPLUGGER. He has always been 
anxious to go out of his way great dis
tance in an effort to turn out a quality 
product. The September printing is the 
first issue to be run on the new equip
ment recently installed in the print 
shop. The photo-platemaker will make it 
possible for the editor to reproduce 
materials on a much wider basis. Parks 
simply wants to give a heart-felt "thank 
you" to Haynie in passing. 

PARK DIRECTORS MEETING 

Fifteen states were represented at 
the recent meeting of the Southeastern 
State Park Directors at Litchfield Beach 
South Carolina. All twelve of the states 
in the region were represented, the first 
time this has been the case since the 
Association was formed. 

SUPERINTENDENT OF THE YEAR 

Superintended of the Year was award
ed to Bob Jones of Table Rock State Park 
as a part of the annual Superintendents 
Meeting at Litchfield. Superintendent 
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Joe Frank Watson of Cheraw State Park and 
Pearce Thomson of Sesquicentennial State 
Park were named Runnerups for the annual 
award. 

MEETING AT CRAWFORD NOTCH 

New Hampshire is hosting the 49th 
National Conference on State Parks. Those 
scheduled to represent South Carolina are: 
PRT Commissioner Dwight Holder, Commissioner 
John Tiller, Executive Director Bob Hickman, 
Parks Director Don McSween, Assistant to the 
Director for Recreation Archie Hardy, 
Superintendent Bob Jones, Superintendent 
Joe Frank Watson, Travel Hostess Linda 
Weatherly and Planning Director William 
Marsh. The 50th meeting will be held in 
South Carolina next year. 

NEW SECRETARY IN PARKS 

Mrs. Ann White is the new secretary to 
Assistant to the Director for Maintenance 
Bill Jones. She was formerly secretary to 
the Director of the University Press, 
University of South Carolina. 

McSWEEN HONORED 

Donald M. McSween, who served with 
distinction as president of the Southeastern 
State Park Directors recent meeting, was 
presented an engraved gavel by PRT Commis
sion Chairman Dwight Holder. McSween ex
pressed his appreciation for the gift and 
used it effectively across the course of 
the meeting. A staff member in Central 
Office voiced the fear that Director 
McSween would continue to use the instru
ment as a head-tapping device. 

Additional to serving as president of 
the Southeastern Association, McSween also 
serves as chairman of the Legislative Com
mittee of the National Conference on State 
Parks. He was amply qualified for that 
position in that he graduated in law in 
the State of Tennessee. 

SUPERINTENDENT 
OF THE YEAR 

One of the highlights of the re
cent fall meeting of the South Carolina 
State Park Superintendents meeting was 
the selection of Robert G. Jones as the 
"1969 Superintendent of the Year". 
Dead-heat runnerups were Superintendents 
Pearce B. Thomson of Sesqui and Super
intendent Joe Frank Watson of Cheraw. 

Superintendent Jones, who has been 
with the Division of Parks and Recrea
tion for 22 years, is superintendent of 
Table Rock State Park. He was selected 
for the award by the staff in Central 
Office. The criterion for the contest 
was drawn around broad excellence in 
the field of park operations. 

In accepting the award from Director 
Don McSween, Jones expressed his deep 
and sincere appreciation. However, he 
gave much credit for his rangers, say
ing that they, too, had made the award 
possible. 

Superintendent Pearce B. Thomson of 
Sesquicentennial State Park was a run-
nerup along with Superintendent Joe 
Frank Watson of Cheraw State Park. Both 
of the runnerups have distinguished 
themselves as Superintendents. 

The three men selected in the con
test were offered trips to the National 
Conference on State Parks at Crawford 
Notch, New Hampshire. Thomson, who has 
enrolled at the University of South 
Carolina to complete his education in 
the field of civil engineering, was un
able to attend the meeting. Jones and 
Watson went to New Hampshire, along 
with other Parks and PRT staff members, 
to represent South Carolina. 
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Ignition Points 
Arch ie  Hardy  

RECREATION EVALUATION 

Having recently completed a very busy 
summer season, we need to evaluate every 
aspect, good and bad, of each park's pro
gram. It is highly important that such 
evaluation take place at once, while our 
mistakes and successes are fresh in our 
minds. In this way, we can utilize the 
winter to formulate plans, purchase equip
ment, etc.. Recreation Evaluation forms 
have been sent to each superintendent to 
complete and return, keeping a duplicate 
copy for his personal files. 

PROFESSIONAL CONFERENCES 

As otherwise covered in this magazine, 
the reader can readily understand that fall 
is the time for conferences, affecting each 
PRT professional. One close-to-home is the 
South Carolina Recreation and Park Society's 
annual conference. It is meeting in Green
ville's Jack Tar Poinsett Hotel, October 
26-28. Department Director Bob Hickman is 
speaking on PRT's role as it affects those 
in the parks and recreation field. "Tours 
and Travel" will be the topic of Bill 
Lawrence's presentation. Our Director of 
the Travel and Tourism Division should 
have many new ideas from his recent South 
American visit. Bill Lashley, who intern
ed at Sesqui, will give a student's view 
of "Changing Concepts in Management Re
sources" . Other sessions of interest are: 
"Native Programs and Facilities", presented 
by Mr. Chet Harris, Chief of Interior and 
Resources Management, National Capitol 
Region of the National Park Service; "Re
creation Commissioners' Forum"; "The Keo-
wee-Toxaway Project"; "Long-Range Planning 
and Development". "Improving Our Programs 
Through National Services" will feature 
Joel Nitz of the U.S. Forest Service, 
Robert Bluchner of the American Parks and 
Recreation Society, and Bill George, 
Chairman of the S. C. NCHA. Bill will be 
using slides of our State Parks, incident-
ly. On Tuesday at noon, all conferees 
will enjoy a catered lunch at Paris Moun
tain State Park, hosted by the inimitable 

E. H. Miller, Superintendent. We trust 
Eddie will have both specs and shoes 
for this august occasion. 

We hope that those from the immed
iate or nearby parks desirous of at
tending this conference will notify the 
Central Office. 

CAMPING'S FINE IN L69 

The Hardys have enjoyed some 47 
nights in their camper this year as of 
this writing. Beautiful State Park 
weekends in August included Santee, 
Baker Creek and Little Pee Dee in our 
visits. Enthusiasm for more campfire 
programs was obvious at all parks and 
we hope to expand this feature next 
year, not only with the intern program, 
but with seasonal Naturalists and Re-
creators in some parks. Every indica
tion points to the fact that such pro
grams are attendance and revenue boost
ers. This has been demonstrated both 
by increased length-of-stay and the 
return-visitor use in our parks. 

SPARKS 
BARNWELL STATE PARK 

It has been a short hot summer, 
and days have fairly flown in Barnwell 
State Park. Even on rainy days every 
one has stayed busy planting grass in 
bare spots, cleaning out storage places, 
scrubbing shelters, and numerour other 
jobs that Park Ranger Zissette thought 
of. 

Camping attendance increased during 
July and August. Campers have come 
from: Canada, New York, New Jersey, 
Kansas, Pennsylvania, Illinois, Mary
land, Michigan, Mississippi, Indiana, 
Missouri, Tennessee, Kentucky, Florida, 
Georgia, and Washington,D.C.. We also 
had some from South Carolina. In fact, 
we have had more campers from South 
Carolina than any other state. They 
seemed to be pleased with camping area, 
very much impressed with the new show
er house, but still complaining about 

the lack of signs on the highways. 
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Picnic shelters and community house 
have come in for their share of use. Up 
to present time thirty family reunions 
have been held so far, with more in Sep
tember and October. Also, church groups, 
clubs, and other organized groups have 
used these facilities mostly during week 
days. The air conditioner, new tables, 
and chairs have all been a wonderful ad
dition to the community house. Compli
mentary remarks are always being made a-
bout how nice the rest-rooms, and kitchen 
look since they have been painted. Thank 
you Mr. Sisk, Bill Jones, Buddy Batten, 
John Gregersen, and Ralph Schumpert. Park 
Ranger Zissette did a good job on the 
painting. 

Two of the largest parties of the 
year,are coming up in a few days. Employ
ees of the National Fastener Corporation, 
of Barnwell, will celebrate their twenti
eth anniversary here on August 23. Fol
lowing on August 27 - television, radio, 
and newspaper men from all over South 
Carolina, and parts of Georgia will gath
er for their annual get-together at the 
community house. 

We enjoyed seeing Archie Hardy, Mary 
Lou Harris (Miss S. C. State Parks) in 
the park a few days ago. When the life
guards heard that Mary Lou was coming, 
they grabbed pails and cloths, saying 
that they were going to have those pedal 
boats all polished up for her. And they 
did. 

Senior and Junior Life Saving Classes 
have been held in the park since July 4th. 
One of the happiest boys to receive his 
life-savings badge was Ranger's son, Daryl 
Zissette. Classes were taught by Water 
Safety Instructor Bill McCrosky, Wilson 
Grooms, lifeguard, helping out. 

Fall is coming. Requests for barbecue 
pits are coming in. August 23 - the pits 
will be covered with pigs being barbecued 
in preparation for the Bolen get-together 
Sunday at community house. 

PARIS MOUNTAIN STATE PARK 

Congratulations to all you superinten
dents and staff for the good job you must 
be doing. That was sure a nice bunch of 
letters about you and your parks in the 
last issue of SPARKPLUGGER. Those long 

and hot hours that you put in grow a 
little shorter when you get mail like 
that. Please, BOSS, can't you find 
just one little ole letter about how 
nice we are here at Paris Mountain? 

From TODAY--Gallup Finds Age and 
Sex Big Factors in Litterbugging-A re
cent Gallup survey shows men litter 
nearly twice as much as women. Also, 
people between the ages of 21 and 35 
litter twice as much as those between 
35 and 49, and three times as much as 
people over fifty. Large families are 
more than likely to litter more than 
small families, and farmers and resi
dents of small communities litter more 
than people who live in big cities. 
The Gallup survey gave insight into why 
people litter. Those admitting to lit
tering said they had done so for one or 
two basic reasons: Carelessness, lazi
ness, and indifference; or because no 
trash cans were available. 

We have had a few close calls this 
summer but, all in all, it has been a 
pleasant one. My biggest problem was 
getting and keeping personnel for the 
waterfront. I've really had to sweat 
it out in that department. While I am 
on this subject, I would like to thank 
Lifeguard Frank McKinney (Senior-Clem-
son) and Lifeguard John Truesdale (Senior 
-Citadel) for the fine job and for the 
long hours and even days of overtime in 
helping me out, also all of my old guards 
and friends who helped in afternoons and 
on weekends. Without these people I 
don't know what I would have done. To 
the girls in the bathhouse, thanks for 
putting up with me and a lot of other 
things - some funny, and some not so 
funny. 

I don't know how many family re
unions we have had here this summer, 
we were booked from early spring through 
October, and seem to get more each year. 
An awful lot of kissing cousins have met 
and will meet before the year is over. 
(Sunday only, and daylight hours, if you 
please!) 

You remember the big Poplar that was 
struck by lightening - well, it died. 
My back-yard looks like the fall of the 
year with all the dead leaves on the 
ground'. See you at the meetingl! 
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BAKER CREEK PARK CHERAW STATE PARK 

With our first month of camping behind 
us, we find that our campers have thorough
ly enjoyed themselves and have compliment
ed the park and camping area in many ways. 
We have camp sites to suit every camper's 
taste. There are sites near the water's 
edge for those who have boats, and we have 
sites for those who do not care to be near 
the hustle and bustle that the water cre
ates . 

Backing a trailer into any of our spa
cious camp sites is no problem for our 
campers and we have been highly compli
mented on this feature many times. We 
have also received many compliments on 
the beautiful shower houses that are con
structed throughout the camping area. 
Many of our campers feel as if they were 
at home in these modern shower houses. 

Although everything is going well in 
the camping area at the present, we have 
had a small problem with erosion of the 
camping pads these past few weeks because 
of heavy rain. We have begun to correct 
the problem by cutting small ditches a-
round a few of the pads to divert the 
water. We have also begun to build up a 
few of the low pads which have been giving 
drainage problems. 

We have noticed a great decrease in 
our fishermen the past thirty days. After 
talking with the more experienced anglers 
in the community, I find that the water 
is too hot for fishing and that most people 
wait until this fall when the water cools 
to begin fishing again. Another reason 
for the sharp decline is that most of our 
fishermen are annoyed and pestered with 
skiers and speed boats running everywhere. 

Several weeks ago, I was given the 
pleasure of escorting Dr. Jackie Jacobs, 
who was interested in getting pictures of 
the different types of wildlife, through
out the park. Although it was the wrong 
time of day to catch many of these wild 
animals in their natural habitat, we were 
able to get good pictures of the beaver's 
den on Baker Creek. We were also able to 
get some good pictures of the swallows 
that are nesting under the bridge on 
Highway 378, which is located near the 
pa rk. 

Well, it happened again - the arti
cle I sent in wasn't printed in the 
last SPARKPLUGGER. I don't know if it 
was misplaced or just not considered 
newsworthy. According to my calcula
tions, Paris Mountain is the only state 
park with a 100% record for submitting 
articles and getting them published. 

By now, most of you have met Pete 
Spearman, forester in charge of forest
ry work on our state parks. Most state 
park men frown at the idea of tree cut
ting on the parks but after the damage 
caused by the ice storm last winter, the 
only answer here at Cheraw was to re
move the dead and dying trees. Pete 
has knocked himself out trying to sal
vage all this broken timber before it 
goes to the bad. He has used 150 gal
lons of paint to mark approximately 300 
carloads of pulpwood (that would make a 
long train). Pete's conscientious work 
has improved the aesthetic values in 
many of the storm damaged areas. With 
all the rain we have gotten since mid-
July, not much has happened here except 
tree-cutting'. 

RIVERS BRIDGE STATE PARK 

We've been quite busy here at Rivers 
Bridge this year due to the increased 
use by swimmers, picnickers, and visitors 
in general. However, family camping 
has seemed to decrease here for some 
reason. The NCHA campvention helped 
this somewhat; we had a number of them 
to use our facilities here before and 
after it was over. All of them seemed 
to be pleased with the facilities here 
and seemed to enjoy their stay. The 
most common complaint was that of being 
poorly marked (road signs). 

Swimming has increased quite a bit 
over last year and we've been fortunate 
in having no serious accidents. 

We've had several groups to come and 
use our pioneer camping facilities. 
This something that had decreased in 
the past few years here and is now pick
ing up again. 

I hope the Strep Throat hasn't gotten 
around to all the system. All of my 
lifeguards here have had it. However, 
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I was able to get good, qualified substi
tutes to carry on. 

I would like to say that Mother, Stan 
and I visited Huntington Beach State Park 
while picking up 10 tables from Mr. Norman. 
We thoroughly enjoyed the tour Mr. Norman 
gave us and our short visit with him and 
Mrs. Cooler. 

EDISTO BEACH STATE PARK 

The period before and after the NCHA 
Convention, we had at Edisto 264 out-of-
state campers. They came from 18 differ
ent states and Canada. This put a strain 
on us only on the weekends due to the fact 
that we have no regular camping area. The 
people were most pleasant and seemed to 
enjoy the area. They came from Missouri, 
Illinois, Colorado, Florida, Texas, Kansas, 
Arkansas, Indiana, New Jersey, North Caro
lina, Michigan, Ohio, Iowa, Georgia, Penn
sylvania, Washington, Tennessee and New 
York. Canada was also represented. 

Would like to welcome Alvin Gregerse n 
back to the group as Ranger here at Edisto. 

LEE STATE PARK 

I am enclosing an article which ap
peared in the Lee County Messenger con
cerning an item of interest which you 
might wish to include in the next issue 
of the SPARKPLUGGER. 

We here at Lee State Park have been 
delighted in viewing some of the wildlife 
found in or near the park. I, myself, 
have spotted three deer since arriving 
here June 12. We have also enjoyed watch
ing some of the many beautiful birds, in
cluding the Summer Redbird, Red-headed 
Woodpecker, and Bluejay. 

PLEASANT RIDGE STATE PARK 

Except for pre-opening days, our Sum
mer season began somewhat quietly with only 
a small number of swimmers and picnickers, 
but as the summer season progressed, our 
crowds grew in number. 

From June 9 to July 3, we had campers 
occupying the Enoree Baptist Camp which is 
located adjacent to the park property. The 
camp session included four weeks with girls 
and boys coming alternately a week at a 

time. They were involved in such activities 

as sswimming, softball, horseshoes, 
checkers, cards and special workshops 
of their own doing. 

On Saturday, June 14, members of 
the Greenville County Baptist Associa
tion held what they called "Baptist 
Field Day" here. They rented the pic
nic shelter and lower area. The day 
involved such activities as softball, 
swimming, boating and picnicking. The 
attendance was more than 500 people. 

Since June 16, we have been having 
day campers from the YMCA in Greenville. 
They come daily in groups of 25 or more 
boys. Their activities involve swim
ming, softball, fishing, volleyball, 
basketball, cookouts, and lectures in 
their groups. 

The Fourth of July was a big day 
but quiet. We had a large number of 
swimmers and people picnicking and 
barbecuing. 

Our park has also been the scene 
this summer for many church picnics, 
family reunions, and picnics by other 
organizations, such as Young Adult Clubs. 

Our cabins have been used several 
times by families from South Carolina 
and New York. 

Although our park does not have 
facilities for camping overnight, we 
have at least one or two families that 
come in with camping trailers a week. 
Some of our campers come from New York, 
Canada, Texas, Florida, and as far away 
as England. 

Recently, we had two families from 
Florida that had previously traveled 
through South Carolina but had never 
camped in the state. We were proud of 
the fact that they chose our park. 

We have received letters of inquiry 
about our park from Brazil, Mexico, and 
other states of the U. S. 

We would like to thank Mr. Holder 
for the T-shirts he sent the workers re
cently. They have made the T-shirts 
and blue jeans an official uniform on 
weekends. 

The "dream boats" and pedal boats 
really have gone over big. The custom
ers prefer to "pedal" across the lake 
rather than row. We regretted to lose 
the "dream boats" after only a week of 
use, but during this short time, they 
proved enjoyable, and they were prettyI 
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Cecil Hayes-Press Release MYRTLE BEACH STATE PARK 

It has been a busy season here at 
Myrtle Beach State Park. Since the first 
of July, the campground has been contin
ually filled to capacity. We have had 
many campers from as far as the west coast, 
including the states of California and 
Washington. We had three unusual campers 
who stayed with us fcr a week. They were 
three girls from France who traveled to 
the United States to see the Apollo Eleven 
blast off. They created a few problems 
because they could not speak any English. 
Luckily, we had a camper with a knowledge 
of French to help us out. 

Guess what paddled in on us the 28th 
of July - a group of twelve boys and two 
counselors from Douglasville, Georgia. 
They drove from Douglasville to Winston-
Salem and canoed down the Yadkin River 
to the intercoastal waterway to Myrtle 
Beach. They belong to the Anneewakee 
Foundation and they have traveled 384 
miles by water to reach Myrtle Beach. 

Flash'. We finally have a new animal 
in the park - a bear'. We also have a 
peacock. There has also been a rumor a-
bout a large bobcat roaming around the 
picnic shelter. It is a shame we cannot 
talk Norman Cooler into giving us an al
ligator. If this migration of animals 
continues, the park may be turned into a 
game refuge. 

The recreation programs have been a 
great success this summer. Our staff vs 
the campers softball games have created 
a great deal of interest. The staff team 
has compiled a record of 16 wins and only 
4 defeats. Maybe we will give the campers 
a break next time we play. One of our new 
ideas met with great success. Our first 
pool party had an attendance of over two 
hundred campers. We are sorry that one of 
our Clemson students, Corky Holman, is 
leaving. We will miss his fine guitar 
playing at our campfires. 

Well, that's all the news for now. 

Cecil S. Hayes, former superinten
dent of Andrew Jackson State Park, was 
honored with a testimonial dinner at 
Litchfield Inn September 11, 1969. 

Hayes, who retired June 30, had 
been with the South Carolina State 
Parks since 1955. Speaker at the din
ner was John R. Tiller, state forester, 
and commissioner of the South Carolina 
Department of Parks, Recreation and 
Tourism. 

Andrew Jackson State Park, under 
Hayes' supervision, became a showplace 
among historical state parks. 

In the early years as ranger-in-
charge, Hayes cleared the land at the 
park, filled in the gullies, planted 
the grass and split the rails. Little 
by little, his special skills produced 
much of what a visitor to Andrew Jackson 
State Park sees today. 

In 1960, Hayes was promoted to 
superintendent of the park, a position 
he held until retirement. During his 
tenure there he saw the park move from 
a concept to a reality. 

It was through Hayes' efforts that 
the blockhouse museum and many of the 
exhibits in it were acquired. 

Parks Director Donald M. McSween 
termed Hayes "the embodiment of all the 
attributes desired in a state park 
superintendent. 

"He has dedicated and devoted him
self to Andrew Jackson State Park, from 
its inception, to such an extent that 
when I first met him and was told of 
his position, it immediately struck me 
that he bore a good resemblance to Old 
Hickory himself. 

"The South Carolina State Park system 
regrets to lose a man of his caliber, 
but will be eternally indebted to him 
and his family for the great contribu
tion they have made in this most signi
ficant unit of our parks." 
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PLUGS 
Mr. Donald M. McSween, Director 
State Parks and Recreation 
P. 0. Box 1358 
Columbia, S. C. 

Dear Don: 

Your handling of all of the arrangements 
for the 28th Annual Meeting of the Associ
ation of Southeastern State Park Directors 
was simply superb. Kentucky will remember 
the meeting for a long time, both for the 
interesting professional information to 
which we were exposed, and for the most 
pleasant tours and social contacts. 

On behalf of all of us in the official 
Kentucky Delegation, I would like to ex
press to you and all of your associates 
our sincere thanks for making our stay so 
pleasant and so rewarding. 

Best personal regards, 

Robert E. Gable 
Commissioner 

Mr. Donald M. McSween 
Columbia, S. C. 

Dear Don: 

I want to thank you for the invitation to 
attend the Association of Southeastern 
State Park Directors Meeting at the won
derful Litchfield Inn. You did an out
standing job of organizing and putting to
gether a most interesting and informative 
program for the entire affair. It was > 
great for me to meet those State Park Di
rectors that I did not already know. You 
have no idea how many new, and good con
tacts I made at this meeting. Your selec
tion of the Grand Strand for this meeting 
brought us into another interesting com
plex of recreational opportunities. 

I want you to know I think you have a high 
caliber group of assistants, staff people, 
and I was indeed impressed with your su
perintendents. I am pleased to see the 
progress made in State Parks and Recreation 

in the Southern states that I have 
visited recently. You fellows in South 
Carolina are doing a wonderful job. It 
is over 10 years now that I have camped 
in three of your parks. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Fry 

Mr. Don McSween 
Columbia, S. C. 

Dear Don: 

Evelyn and I wish to thank you and Mrs. 
McSween for the very delightful three 
days at Litchfield. 

This was a well planned program and co
ordinated affair and I am certain that 
everyone enjoyed it and received as 
much information as we did. 

We hope to see you in the near future 
and extend our best wishes to Mrs. 
McSween and all the others that worked 
to make this a worthwhile conference. 

Sincerely yours, 

Ben F. Moomaw 
U.S. Dept. of the Interior 

Mr. Donald M. McSween 
Columbia, S. C. 

Dear Don: 

It has been a long time since any oc
casion brought me as much pleasure as 
did my visit with you and the South
eastern State Park Directors at Litch
field Beach. I greatly appreciate your 
inviting me, and Helen, and it was a 
most enjoyable visit. 

It is most interesting to me to note 
the outstanding progress being made in 
our state parks, and I congratulate you 
and all your co-workers. 
Cordially yours, 
C. West Jacocks, Home Builders of S. C. 
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Mr. Donald M. McSween 
Columbia, S. C. 

Dear Don: 

I thoroughly enjoyed my visit to South 
Carolina, and the meeting of the South
eastern Association of Park Directors. 
I thought you had some interesting sessions 
and I am sure that they were of much value 
to those in attendance. 

I hope to see you when I visit the Colum
bia area, but in the meantime if I can be 
of assistance to you as you plan for the 
National meeting in 1970, please call on 
me. 

Sincerely, 

Roger K. Brown 
Regional Director 
NRPA 

Mr. Donald M. McSween 
Columbia, S. C. 

Dear Don: 

Thank you very much for conducting such a 
fine meeting and doing all the chores that 
go with such a task. I found the program 
stimulating, the company congenial, and the 
tours most interesting. 

I look forward to seeing you and others 
from South Carolina at the meeting in New 
Hampshire. 

Sincerely yours, 

Laurence H. Marks, Chief 
Division of State Parks, Alabama 

Mr. Don McSween 
Columbia, S. C. 

Dear Don: 

Congratulations on a very successful 
Southeastern meeting. Everything seemed 
to go off perfectly which showed that you 
had really done a good job of planning. 
Sincerely, 

Thomas J. Nelson, Scruggs & Hammond,Inc. 

Mr. Don M. McSween 
Columbia, S. C. 

Dear Don: 

Just a note to let you know how thorough
ly I enjoyed the annual meeting of the 
Association of Southeastern State Park 
Directors. You and members of your staff 
were certainly well prepared for our visit, 
and made all of us most comfortable and 
welcome. It was a well planned and in
teresting conference, and I know every
one appreciated your gracious hospitali
ty just as much as I did. We'll look 
forward to your visit to Florida soon. 

Thank you again for a pleasant and in
formative get-together'. 

Very sincerely yours, 

N. E. Miller, Director 
Div. of Recreation & Parks 
Tallahassee, Florida 

Mr. Don M. McSween 
Columbia, S. C. 

Dear Don: 

Words cannot express my appreciation to 
you and South Carolina for the most en
joyable week I have spent in many days. 

The beauty of South Carolina was only 
exceeded by the true Southern hospitali
ty of the Palmetto State's staff and 
citizens. 

Under your capable leadership and with 
outstanding men such as Dwight Holder and 
Ed Burroughs behind you, South Carolina's 
parks will go far and be recognized as 
one of the leaders in the Parks and Re
creation field. 

You seem blessed with capable people and 
this is truly good. 

Cordially, 

W. T. Boswell, Director 
Div. of State Parks, Tennessee 
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Mr. Donald M. McSween 
Columbia, S. C. 

Dear Don: 

Words are inadequate to express to you, 
your staff, and the people of the great 
State of South Carolina, appreciation for 
the wonderful convention and festivities 
put on by you people. I cannot recall 
when I have attended a convention that was 
more interesting and productive as the one 
you just had at Litchfield Inn. You are to 
be commended for the superb coordination 
and organization of the function. 

I extend to you and members of your staff 
an invitation to visit with us in the 
Magnolia State at your convenience. 

Sincerely, 

Spencer E. Medlin 
Comptroller, Mississippi Park System 

Mr. Donald M. McSween 
Columbia, S. C. 

Dear Mr. McSween: 

Having an opportunity to attend the 1969 
meeting of the Association of Southeastern 
State Park Directors was a most enlighten
ing and enjoyable experience for me. The 
cordiality and warm hospitality expressed 
in many thoughtful ways made our visit one 
we will long remember as we will enjoy in 
retrospect the beauty of South Carolina's 
Grand Strand. 

Your conference program was one that was 
well planned, and one could see that con
siderable thought and attention had been 
given and the results were most successful. 

Again, may I express to you the sincere 
gratitude of both Mrs. Wallace and myself 
and do convey to Ed Henry, your Sadlers 
Creek Park Superintendent, our very best. 

Most sincerely, 

Mr. Donald M. McSween 
Columbia, S. C. 

Dear Mr. McSween: 

I wish to offer my congratulations to 
you and members of your staff for the 
excellent manner in which you hosted 
the Southeastern State Park Directors 
Conference. I was indeed pleased to 
have the opportunity to be assocaited 
with such capable park professionals, 
and appreciate your invitation to at
tend this meeting. 

I look forward to working with you in 
the future. 

Sincerely, 

Carl M. Hust 
Executive Director 
S. C. Recreation Commission 

Mr. Donald M. McSween 
Columbia, S. C. 

Dear Sir: 

We want to tell you how much we enjoyed 
our stay at Rivers Bridge State Park. 

The facilities were excellent, the 
children enjoyed the swimming pool, and 
the superintendent is doing a good job 
in both maintenance and public relations. 

It is disappointing, though, that signs 
directing one to the park are not promi
nently displayed on the through highways 
nearby. A few outside lights in the 
camping area would be appreciated, too. 

If all South Carolina State Parks are 
like Rivers Bridge, we expect to enjoy 
visits to others in the near future. 

Yours truly, 

Mrs. Carl A. Sims 
Madison, Florida 

Raymond D. Wallace 
Deputy Commissioner 
Department of Parks, Kentucky 
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Mr. Pearce Thomson, Superintendent 
Sesquicentennial State Park 
Columbia, S. C. 

Dear Pearce: 

I want to express my appreciation to you 
for the excellent job you did in looking 
after the West Virginia delegation at the 
meeting of the Association of Southeastern 
State Park Directors recently held at Litch
field Inn. We feel that we were very for
tunate in having such a congenial host es
pecially assigned to us. 

I want to wish you well in your state park 
work, and should you ever have an opportu
nity to come to West Virginia, I hope that 
you will permit us to show you some of our 
facilities. 

Sincerely yours, 

Kermit McKeever, Chief 
Div. of Parks & Recreation, West Virginia 

Mr. Archie Hardy 
Dept. of Parks, Recreation & Tourism 
Columbia, S. C. 

Dear Archie: 

Congratulations on your splendid job of 
keeping us all on our toes during the 
Southeastern'. You did a fine bit of plan
ning for everything to go so smoothly. 
Sally certainly was fine with the women 
(and men, too). 

The only thing wrong was when you said I 
should stop acting like a 32 year old. By 
the way, the doctor told me today that 
place on my wrist was probably from a spi
der bite, so - a tetnus shot and antibiotic, 
since it has started to break out in other 
pla ces. 

Why not come on up to the NCSP in New 
Hampshire? Ida and I are expecting you to 
let us know the next time you come to 
Kentucky. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas J. Nelson - Scruggs & Hammond, Inc. 

S. C. Dept. of Parks 
Columbia, S. C. 

Gentlemen: 

For the past several years, my brother-
in-law and I have taken our families to 
Myrtle Beach for vacation. Being avid 
fishermen, we have often fished from 
the pier at Myrtle Beach State Park. 
This year was no exception. Too, we en
joy a cook-out and the facilities at the 
park have not been left un-used by us. 
In brief, we have enjoyed the use of al
most every facility the Park affords ex
cept that of camping. 

We have been to coastal resorts in 
Florida, South Carolina, and North 
Carolina. We have visited many State 
Parks in these and other states and 
feel ourselves rather well qualified to 
make comparisons and to offer opinions. 

I wish to commend the State of South 
Carolina for maintaining and offering 
to the public a recreational facility 
of the quality of the Myrtle Beach 
State Park. I of course realize that 
the personnel employed by the Park 
Service largely determine the quality 
of the parks even though there are 
standards set by the State Government. 
So my hat is off in grateful salute to 
the personnel of Myrtle Beach State 
Park. They are among the most courteous 
and helpful persons I have ever had the 
pleasure of meeting, and they insure 
yearly the finest park of its kind I 
have seen. 

Paul C. Ross 
Pastor, Waughtown Baptist Church 
Winston-Salem, N. C. 

Dear Sir: 

The Walhalla Garden Club had a pleasant 
afternoon June 18th as a picnic at the 
Oconee State Park. Thank you for your 
courtesy to us. The park is well kept, 
clean, and safe for all ages to enjoy. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Bernard L. Lee, Secretary 
Walhalla Garden Club, Walhalla, S. C. 
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Mr. Robei't G. Jones 
Table Rock State Park 
Pickens, S. C. 

Dear Mr. Jones: 

We are writing to express our appreciation 
to you and your employees for the interest 
and friendliness shown to us while we were 
there on our vacation this past week. 

The pleasant attitude of everyone made it 
fun for the whole family. 

We thought the entire organization was run 
very smoothly and well planned. 

We had a wonderful time and can hardly wait 
to come again to your beautiful area. 

Sincerely, 

Donald L. Corbett 
Ladson, S. C. 

Mr. Donald M. McSween 
Columbia, S. C. 

Dear Mr. McSween: 

We have just returned from holding our 
Church Camp at your Camp York, Kings Moun
tain State Park, and wish to express our 
great appreciation to Mr. Marshall G. Waldt, 
Superintendent, and his staff for their 
wonderful help and cooperation. They did 
everything they could to help us make our 
Camp the success that it was'. 

Since our people are already talking about 
going back again next summer, we would ap
preciate it very much if you will send us 
an application form! 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Margaret Crosby, Camp Director 
Southside Baptist Church, Savannah, Ga. 

Mr. Archie Hardy 
Columbia, S. C. 

Dear Mr. Hardy: 

I want to thank you for your very fine 

presentation Friday, August 22, to the 
Eastern Columbia Lions Club. I received 
some very nice comments on your inter
esting program, and it was certainly en
joyed by all. 

Yours truly, 

Bob Holland, Program Chairman 
Eastern Columbia Lions Club 
Columbia, S. C. 

Mr. Robert Jones 
Superintendent, Table Rock State Park 
Pickens, S. C. 

Dear Mr. Jones: 

The entire Dangerfield family would 
like to thank you, your wife and your 
family, the life guards and the rangers 
for the splendid treatment we received 
while at Table Rock. 

Your entire force is to be commended on 
the fine work that you are doing. 

Sincerely, 

Clyde M. Dangerfield 
House of Representatives 
Charleston, S. C. 

Supt. Joe Frank Watson 
Cheraw State Park 
Cheraw, S. C. 

Dear Mr. Watson: 

I wish to thank you and your excellent 
staff for the fine time that our family 
Y.M.C.A. Day Campers have had on their 
visits to the Cheraw State Park. Every
one was so nice to us. 

Your lifeguards do a wonderful job in 
safeguarding the children. Also, the 
grounds and beaches have been exception
ally clean. 

We look forward to visiting there again 
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next year. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Robert 0. Danner 
Executive Director 
Family Y.M.C.A. of Greater Florence 
Florence, S. C. 

Mr. Krajcki, Director 
Aiken State Park 
Windsor, S. C. 

Dear Mr. Krajcki: 

Thank you again for your help in making 
our 1969 Red Cross Water Safety Program 
such a good one. 

During the summer more than 1900 young 
people and adults participated in classes 
offered at public and private swimming 
facilities in the county. We have issued 
1276 certificates to those satisfactorily 
completing courses. Attached is a statis
tical summary of the program. 

Again, we greatly value your cooperation, 
interest, and support. We are looking 
forward to having your facility as a part 
of next summer's program when we hope to 
reach even more people through this most 
important service of teaching them to be 
safe in, on, and near the water. 

Sincerely, 

Carl Littlejohn 
Water Safety Chairman 
Aiken County Chapter, Aiken, S. C. 

Dept. of Parks, Recreation & Tourism 
Columbia, S. C. 

Dear Sirs: 

We had Cabin #8 at Table Rock State Park 
the week of July 14. The cabin was so 
nice and convenient to the lake and was 
so pretty there. The scheduled activities 

were so nice and we took advantage of 
these activities and enjoyed them all 
so very much. 

The park superintendent, guide, and 
everyone were so kind and nice to us. 

Hope we will be lucky next summer and 
be able to go back to Table Rock State 
Park. 

It would be nice to have a pay tele
phone there, if it could be arranged. 

Yours truly, 

Mr. & Mrs. William A. Reynolds 
Trenton, S. C. 

Dept. of Parks, Recreation & Tourism 
Columbia, S. C. 

Dear Sirs: 

We were pleased when South Carolina de
cided to improve the State Parks. 

Last Saturday night we camped at Barn
well State Park and found the park, 
restrooms, etc., very neat and clean. 

There are a few suggestions I would like 
to add, some of which might be applied to 
other parks, if needed. 
1. Signs in Blackville and Barnwell letting 
the tourist know there is a park and how to 
get there. 
2. Reduced rates for the part of the year 
that swimming and other recreational items 
are not available. 
3. Lakeside campsites away from the more 
public areas. The woods are nice, but 
the lake adds so much to the view! 

Thank you for all efforts to give us a 
quiet havenl 

Yours truly, 

Mrs. F. K. Fogleman 
North Augusta, S. C. 
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September LO, 1969 

Mr. & Mrs.  Joe Watson 
203 Peachtree Street  
Batesburg,  South Carol ina 

Dear  Mr.  & Mrs.  Watson:  

I  was very pleased to  hear  the news that  your  
son,  David,  has  received the Dist inguished Flying Cross  
for  his  val iant  service in  Vietnam. I  know that  this  
honor ,  on top of  the  several  others  he has  received,  is  
a  source of  great  pr ide for  you as  he serves  his  country 
so wel l .  

A s  a fel low South Carol inian I  share  your  
pr ide in  David.  

DFC Awarded 
David Watson 

Chief Warrant Officer David 
R. Watson of Batesburg has 
been awarded the Distinguished 
Flying Cross for action in Viet
nam. 

He received the award for 
heroism in August while en
gaged in an aerial fight in 
connection with ground opera
tions against hostile forces. 

In one engagement, Watson 
knocked out seven of eight ene
my machine guns which had 
pinned down a Vietnamese bat
talion. For his actions, Watson 
has also been nominated for the 
highest award of the VietnamV 
ese government. 

Jn May of this year, he was 
awarded the Air Medal in cere
monies near Tay Ninh for hero-

PLease convey to him my congratu.lationsism. 
for  what  he is  doing to  help preserve freedom for  the T h e  s o n  0 1  M r -  a n (* M r s -  J o e  

people  in  South Vietnam. 

With warm personal  regards ,  I  am 

dy. 

H. Watson of Batesburg, Wat
son was wounded May 19, and 
received the Purple Heart in 
July. He is expected to return 
from Vietnam in December. 

Watson's father is employed 
by the Dept. of Parks, Recrea
tion and Tourism in Columbia. 

REM:SLT 
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Association of S-E State Park Directors & Hosts 

Mr. and Mrs. Hayes Honored by S. C.Superintendents 



S-E State Park Directors Association 
Quotable Quotes 

State Senator Claymon Grimes 
Chairman of S. C. Legislative Study 
Committee on Parks and Travel 

I have felt for a long time that we 
have ignored here in the southeast our 
most valuable natural resources for the 
promotion of tourism in the states and 
these United States. With a few excep
tions like our sister-state of Florida, we 
have failed to recognize our great poten
tial. I have seen South Carolina's effort 
move up from the early days with the Dev 
velopment Board to the present point where 
it occupies one of the principal positions 
in one of our largest departments. 

David 0. Laidlaw 
Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority 

By state law (Michigan), now, all 
public facilities must take into account 
potential use by the handicapped We 
have 208 full-time employees and 750 sum
mer or seasonal employees On insect 
control, we try to fit them in the larva 
stage rather than trying to knock them 
down We use wood chips on many of our 
trails. Let's face it. On our very heavy 
use trails we have to hard surface 
We need to train our people (employees) to 
do a good PR job for us We have about 
seven full-time naturalists in the oper
ation of two full-time nature centers and 
two that are part-time We have six 
landscape architects, three foresters and 
probably ten to twelve civil engineers 

As for minimum acreage for a park, 
we set a target of at least a thousand 
acres. Our major parks are all in the 
3,000-4,000 acre category We got out 
of the boat rental business because the 
maintenance factors ruined us Schools 
are using our parks mainly for the 
naturalists activities 

Robert E. Gable 
Commissioner from Kentucky 

Kentucky has taken a unique position 
on state parks Kentucky has 538 
lodge rooms and 282 vacation cottages 

We are adding 257 lodge rooms or 
an increase of about 507, in capacity 

We anticipate an additional 
$30,000,000 for new facilities Our 
operating budget is about $11,000,000, 
of which some 6,000,000 comes from 
operating revenues Our main objec
tive is to stimulate the tourist busi
ness by stimulating private enterprise 

We are in the image-building busi
ness We are unlike the National 
Park Service - they don't care where 
you spend your vacation We do 
We want you to spend your vacation in 
Kentucky We are competing with 
other states We are setting "show
case windows for Kentucky through our 
resort parks We try to creat a de
mand so that private developers may 
meet the new demand Our rates are 
not set low enough to make everybody 
come but rather high enough that we do 
not suppress private investments in the 
local area Our executive cottages 
cost $43,000 three years ago Need 
to have architectural uniqueness 
Build buildings which have architectural 
uniqueness and photograph well for 
slides and brochures There is no 
point in building a motel which looks 
like the little motel down the street. 
You want something which swings. 

Robert Elliot 
Vacation-Travel Promotion Director 
State of Maine 

State Parks Relation to Tourism 
I continue to encourage travel to our 
parks through every medium of communi
cation The more business which can 



be generated in the overall picture of 
tourism, the more revenue can be realized. 
Legislative bodies thus may be favorably 
impressed with the need for expansion of 
existing parks and the creation of new 
parks Many private-sector lodges and 
motels are being opened up near the en
trances to our state parks Tourism 
is seen as something which affects our 
entire state economy We estimate 
that there were some 3,600,000 vacationers 
who came to Maine in 1968 and they con
tributed about $400,000,000 to our eco
nomy (this within a short 6 week season) 

Our state park use is about 12% ahead 
of the figure for 1967 State parks 
are coming to be used year-round in Maine 

It is the responsibility of a public 
agency to preserve and interpret scenic 
and historic places. Private business 
could probably not make a profit in this 
area. 

N. E. (Bill) Miller 
Director, Florida State Parks 

Today's tourists are tired of 
asphalt and the highrises. They are 
looking for the fast disappearing view 
of natural scenery with its unspoiled 
beauty, its fresh air and clear water -
this additional to economical outdoor 
recreation The combination of sun, 
sand and sky has made it possible to 
offer "fun in the sun" during all seasons. 
In 1968 we drew more than 20,000,000 out-
of-state visitors to Florida 7,500,000 
visited the state parks, one-half were 
from out-of-state We had 1,100,000 
campers and two-thirds were from out-of-
state We try hard to be sure that the 
park visitor finds what he comes for 
A recent survey in Florida revealed that: 
out-of-state campers spent $17.15 per 
parson and put in circulation over 
$12,000,000 last year....33% drove over 
200 miles to reach our parks 83% 
spent money outside the park (34% for 
groceries, 38% for gas and oil and the 
rest for pleasure items) Who were 
they? Typical father was 42 years old 
with some college education He had 
3-4 children Visitors above average 
education 27%, had a college degree 
....69% own camper trailers By 1975 

the demand for camping will have reached 
30.7 million in Florida (user-occasions) 

By 2,000 some 60 million people 
will use the parks The job of the 
park director is becoming more frus
trating In conclusion, one park 
director died and went to hell. He was 
there three weeks before he realized 
he was not on vacation. 

Roy K. Wood, B0R 
Atlanta, Georgia 

The park system started fundamen
tally to identify and preserve areas of 
unique natural beauty The park pro
gram was found to be effective in stim
ulating tourism and bringing in money. 
It was only natural that the park pro
gram should give greater emphasis to 
creating an image, to creating an attrac
tion that would bring in money. Let us 
ask the question, though, where does 
that leave the requirements for meeting 
the fundamental needs for outdoor rec
reation and the quality environment in 
which people might live We are set
ting the stage in the United States for 
a real revolution centering around those 
who have and those who have not - between 
those who can get to the state park and 
those who cannot Many programs are 
meeting certain recreational needs; but 
they are not meeting the needs of those 
close-in recreation opportunities: open 
space, a good environment for the growth 
of youth, clean air Are you in the 
state parks going to meet these needs of 
the underprivileged? You need to face 
that question The resources are not 
where the people are I have here a 
summary of the long awaited nationwide 
planning.... It is supposed to be a 
guide for us, a framework in which we 
can operate. It is scheduled for re
lease shortly BOR is supposed to 
help meet these urban needs, as well as 
rural. We will need in excess of $25 
billion That means we would have to 
have over $6 billion a year We are 
thinking that a percentage should be 
earmarked "urban". . „ *> «•* 
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